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irdwatching, or birding as 
B: is now commonly called, 1s 
practiced by more than 60 million 
North Americans — making it 
the single largest hobby on the 
continent. North America ts an 
exciting place to go birding because 
it holds billions of birds representing 
more than 900 species that are 
permanent or summer residents, 
visit regularly, or stray occasionally 
to the continent. 


AVIAN DIVERSITY 

Having attained the power of flight 
more than 150 million years ago, 
birds might be expected to be 


uniformly distributed in every corner 


of the earth. But they are not. ‘They 
are bound to the earth by the 
habitats to which they have adapted 
and limited by geographical barriers 
as well as the history of their lineage. 

Different species are often 
associated with major plant 
communities, or biomes, that 
provide them with critical habitat 
requirements for part or all of their 
annual cycle. Polar regions of 
permanent ice and snow are home 
to Ivory Gulls; the arctic tundra to 
Snowy Owls, 


INTRODUCTION 


The SPOTTED OWL inhabits old-growth 


forests and wooded canyons. 


ptarmigans, jaegers, Gyrfalcons, and 
countless shorebirds in summer. The 
great block of northern coniferous 
forests provide seeds for crossbills, 
erosbeaks, finches, and nuthatches; 
in summer, insects for flycatchers, 
vireos, and warblers abound. 
Deciduous forests, southern 
pine forests, grasslands, 
and deserts all hold 
particular species of 
birds different from 
those in other biomes. 
Other species, such.as 
herons, are adapted 
for freshwater ponds, 
lakes, rivers, and 
streams; still others for 
marshes and seashores as 
well as the open ocean. 


BIRDWATCHING IN 
WESTERN NORTH AMERICA 
The avian diversity of Western 
North America is reflected in 

the more than 780 species of 
birds that have been recorded 
roughly west of the 100th 
meridian, the approximate 
north-south line used as a 
division in creating this book as 

a western edition. Within the 
western half of the continent are 
spectacular mountain ranges, vast 
grasslands, hot and cold deserts, 
chapparral, boreal forests, tundra, 
glaciers, and ice fields. Flycatchers 
and hummingbirds reach their 
greatest Northern Hemisphere 
diversity here. 

Many birdwatchers practice their 
hobby close to their own backyards. 
They learn to recognize the species 
they see most often and occasionally 
identify a “new” species for the 
yard, perhaps even photograph the 
birds they see. Many take their 
birding to the field. Some are so 
passionate that they travel North 
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The 
FLY 


WI ANG SENNA 


VERMILION 
WICHER thrive 


ih hahttat 


America identifying as many species 
as they can, often covering many 
miles on short notice to observe a 
newly discovered vagrant. 

Not even the most ardent birder 
has seen all of the more than 
920 species now accepted as having 
occurred in North America. But that 
is part of the fun and challenge of 
birding. It holds something for every 
level of interest, and the amateur 
birder stands as much chance as the 
professional of making a discovery 
that sheds important light on the 
field of ornithology. 


MALLARDS are found almost anywhere there is shallow freshwater, including the mountains of the Southwest. 


/ 
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ees now, no tool for identufying 
l birds has also provided access to 
information on behavior, nesting, 
flight patterns, and similar birds in a 
compact and user-friendly format. 
Written for the novice as well as the 
experienced birder, this book 
showcases in individual page 
profiles each of the 696 species of 
birds documented for western 
North America. ‘he species are in 
taxonomic order and include all 
those known to breed west of the 
100th meridian in North America 
north of Mexico, or adjacent islands 


* a | 


kK INDING YOUR BIRD 


lo find a bird, you can scan the pages of the 
book, or look up either scientific name or 
common name in the index. The species are 
in taxonomic order, beginning with the non- 
passerines such as grebes, loons, ducks, 
hawks, owls, doves, hummingbirds, and 


ke (non passerine) 


F } 
TCH ANA SINE aATe in 


} ) 
MH fhIS DOO 


HOW THIS BOOK WORKS 


and seas within 200 miles of the 
coast, and all species documented as 
regular visitors or casual vagrants by 
the American Ornithologists’ Union 
(AOU) and the American Birding 
Association (ABA). Only those 
species listed on the current AOU 
Check-list of North American Birds 
(7th edition, 1998 and its 42nd 
Supplement, 2000) and the ABA 
1998-99 ABA Check-list Report, 
Birding 31: 518-524 are included. 
Additionally listed are more than 
80 rare species that have been 
recorded as accidental visitors to the 
western half of the continent. ‘This 
list begins on page 734. Other 
species that have been seen but not 
yet accepted by the AOU or ABA 
are not included. Also excluded are 
a host of introduced exotic species 
that are living in the wild, mostly in 
southern California and southern 
Florida, that are not yet recognized 
by either the AOU or the ABA as 
having viable breeding populations 
in North America. 


woodpeckers. ‘They are followed by the 
passerines, the perching or songbirds, which 
begin on page 428. Once you have found your 
bird’s species profile, it will help you identify 
the bird as well as provide ready reference to 
its natural history. 


Ey y 


TOWNSEND’S WARBLER (passerine) 
Birds that do perch and sing are in the 
second part of this book. 


INTRODUCTION e9 


Scientific Scientific name — Average length \werave length 
family name of spectes from tip of between tips of 
Mill to tip of tail ¢ OPN WINES @ 
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r i eh t 
Family ANA TIDAE eS Aji | Leneth 1720 inches | Wingspan 28-30 inches 


Common e——-W OOD DUCK e Scale 
name of Considered by many to be the most beautiful duck in North shouette 
Spectes America, the colorful male of this species is unmistakable with hows s1ze 


. Nite dit ' 
arge >sce st anc ulticolored bill. In flight it anaile tines on . 
its large iridescent crest and multicolored bill. In flig of bird in 


relation to 
this book 


®@ head and crest 
appears big-headed with a short neck and a long \ 


squared tail. The bill angles downward 


Description -© SONG Male makes soft up-slurred long, pointed ey ee 

of song and whistle. Female makes rising 4o0-¢ek (Fest @ 

call and sharp crrreek, crrreek TEN ey te Main image 
blue-green 2 red, white 18S @ color 
hack black, and 

If different Ourgnay slanks\e. etlow bill photograph of 

i} GY, = ; 

from adult \ male in 

© U-shaped breeding 


male, female is 
shown in color 
photograph @_ 


white patch on 
face and neck 


plumage 


long squared 


eo /f different 


; dark tail , 
Characteristic e -* BEI IAVIOR yellowish sides MALE 6 burgundy breast fr eid acai 
behavior and Frequents wooded —~ << Bia See spore : Es ie 
Seeding habits watercourses, ponds, ‘ a 2 gray head and crest cr is Wein hi 8 
and swamps. Dabbler priate hille ; p hihi 1s 
apes that feeds primarily on ’ Wlustrated 
If different vegetable material and 
from adult, insects but also eats js Key field 
subadult snails, tadpoles, and white o~ re? —e white swreaks| marks are 
plumage Is salamanders. Walks chin he sand annotated on 
illustrated easily on land and often photographs 
ages there. Sometimes , 
ef several fem “dump” brownish = 
Breeding eggs in single nest box, breast ; rd How £0 
habits and which may hold 20-40 —~ is Fe et er differentiate 
type of mate eggs. Often perches in trees. ream e similar birds 
selection BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. st EEE GREEN-WINGED TEAL g at a glance 
ies : NESTING Incubation 25-37 days by JUVENILE trparkasereetle 
ncubation female. First flight in 56-70 days. Tended by Ae eariopeye ate h. oe 
and nestling female. 1 brood per year in North; sometimes 2 in South. = 4-© General 
information ¢ POPULATION Possible ase due to reduced hunting abundame, 
pressures and placement of ~ marked 
Flight pattern nest boxes in habitat. historical 
indicated by icon; ¢ BIRDHOUSES Will use changes In 
text provides ee boxes. TANGLES OF 


numbers 


¢| CONSERVATION 
shes being lost to 
imbering}and drainage. 


further insight 


Color-coded 
map shows 
bird’s range at 
various times 
of year 


Shape(s) and 
location(s) of 
nest indicated 


female * 9-15 cfeamy white, dull white, or pale buff eggs; elliptical to \ 


Lined with down ® rarely nests in hollow fallen logs or barn lofts © built by 
sube 


liptical, 2 inches long 


by icon 
Plumage Sexes differ | Habitat o,¢ = Migration Migratory Weight 1.5 pounds ‘eo Nest 
description 
DATE TIME ! LOCATION and egg 
identification 
Whether male and Habitat Whether bird Average weight 
female have similar symbols migrates 


or different plumage 


Species use of man-made nesting Factors affecting species’ continued 
structures or attraction to feeders existence as a viable population 


1 ( 
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GUIDE TO VISUAL REFERENCES 


PHOVOGRAPHS squared blackish 
Because users of this guide will be tail with slight cleft 
chestnut sides of 
DLUC-DLACK face ext nad 0 
(TOM @ 9 sides of Na pe 


viewing these birds in backyards, 


woodlands, and othe! natural 


environments, realistic 
hitish 
photographs are used as iat 
forehead e 


visual reference. Some 
rare and seldom- short black e 
- hb J 
photographed species bili 
are illustrated. Unless chestnut throat € 
. : | ey 
otherwise noted, the with black 
as F : CONTE) pat H] 
primary image shows the 


@ blue-black 


wings and back 


male bird in breeding 

plumage. If the adult female has CLIFF 
significantly different plumage SWALLOW 
from the male a second image depicts 


the female in breeding plumage. If field whitish underparts @ 
with dusky gray-brown 


marks are not visible in a photograph they 
sides and flanks 


are described in the accompanying text. 


ILLUSTRATIONS Z 


Many birds also have other plumages, including the — 
winter plumage, which are depicted in illustrations. \>r 
‘The plumage of the immature if different from both . — 
adults also is illustrated. Some species have different LIGHT MORPH WINTER WHITE 
color morphs, which are also illustrated. JUVENILE PLUMAGE MORPH 
s 

SIMILAR BIRDS 
In many cases it can be difficult to distinguish between 
certain birds in the field. Thus species accounts feature oo 

: ~~ ; , ; Pale cinnamon-buff 
a list of similar birds with accompanying text that Soconiain ieiierateie 


identifies distinct features and behavior that clearly set forehead; richer 
them apart. Male and female symbols indicate the sex cinnamon-rust rump. 
of the bird that could be mistaken for the species being 
profiled. 


DISTRIBUTION MAP 

Keach species profile has a map showing where the bird 
is likely to be seen either all year long (permanent 
resident), in the breeding season (summer resident), or 
in the winter (winter resident). ‘The maps depict only 
those parts of each species’ range within North America 
and up to approximately 100 miles offshore north of 
central Mexico to the northern borders of Canada. 


permanent resident 


summer resident ae winter resident 
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SCALE SILHOUETTES 
These show the silhouette of the bird overlaid 
proportionally on a copy of this book. 


| | 
= : Swift graceful flight alternating several 


deep, rapid wing beats with long elliptical 
glides with sharp sweeping upturns at the 


end. Soars on thermals and updrafts. 


FLIGHT PATTERN 

Kach bird’s flight pattern is shown in 
NEST IDENTIFICATION its species profile by an icon. For 
The Nest Identification box provides icons more information on flight patterns, 


describing nest shape and location. 


see page 20. 


Pellets of clay or mud, with lining of grasses, down, and feathers ® usually 
under eaves of buildings or under dams or bridges; sometimes on ridges of 
Shape c@) canyons; rarely on trunk of conifer tree under overhanging branch ® built by 


both sexes © 3-6 white, cream, or pinkish eggs, marked with browns; oval to 


Location fi ae R, ii long oval, 0.8 x 0.5 inches. 


Shape Location 
Burrow Excavated Burrow Preformed Crevice Deep Cup Floating Man-made Bank Building Bridge Cave Chimney Chit Conifer 
None Open Cup Pendant Platform Saucer Scrape Decidous Floating Grass Gravel Roof Hollow Log Man-made Pebbles 
1 2 
wv 8 Wi * + — 
Shallow Sphere Tree Cavity Primary Tree Cavity Secondary Reed/Cattails Shrub Snav Bare Soil Stump 


HABITAT 

At the bottom of each species account is a set of icons 
representing all the habitat types in the order in which the bird 
is found, from the most to the least likely. 


@F forest: coniferous, broadleaf, temperate, woo ~semidesert 
or tropical 
desert 
#.¢ open forest; more space between the 


trees, tundra forest, semiopen areas lakes, rivers and vicinity, sandspits, 


mudflats, ponds 
®. forest edge, oak and riparian 

‘\S —_ upland streams and vicinity 
Ped grassland with scattered trees (includes 


farmland, citrus groves, orchards) AS open sea, low flat islands 


@& bushes. shrubs. thickets and N®&_ rocky or sandy seashore, bay islands, 
undergrowth; tropical lowland coastal islands, shallow coastal habitats, coastal 
bays, coastal mangroves, tidal flats, sand spits, 


Jf areas of scrub vegetation, frequently mudflats 


with thorns 
Wes freshwater marshes, swamps 


stele OPEN landscapes: grassland, ; 
2 rocky places or cliffs (both on the coast 
tundra, savanna, coastal ponds/sloughs — salt, ; 4 
: and inland) 
brackish or freshwater, coastal marshes, coastal 


wetlands, salt marshes, prairie potholes A 


mountains, wooded canyons 
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ANATOMY OF BIRDS 


irds are the most diverse terrestrial vertebrates with more than 
joso extant species. Mammals are the only other homeothermic group 
with whom they share the planet. Yet, although mammal species number less 
than half that of birds, the mammals are much more varied in body shape 
and size. Mammals vary in form from primates to giraffes to armadillos, with 
specialists in running, hopping, flying, swimming, burrowing, digging, and 


climbing. Birds, howeve 


r, all look like birds — with the same basic 


architecture, a body shape dictated by the demands of flight. 


FEATHERS 


Birds have three basic types of feathers: down, 


contour, and flight (wing and tail) feathers. 
Down feathers are next to the bird’s skin for 
insulation. The contour is the most commonly 
recognized feather and the one that covers 


DOWN 


BONES 

In most species both the 

wings and the legs must be 

strong enough to transport the 

full weight of the bird, yet light 
enough to fly. Some bones have 
been fused and some bear 

internal struts. Ribs are overlapped 
for strength; others are hollowed, 
thinned, and reduced in numbers for 
lightness. In flying birds, and those 
flightless birds like penguins that use 
fipperlike forelimbs to “fly” under- 
water, the sternum, or breastbone, 
bears a thin knifelike keel to which 
tne iarge flight muscles of the breast, 


the pectoral muscles, are attached. 


CONTOUR 


most of the bird’s body. ‘Typical contour 
feathers consist of a central shaft or quill and 
the flattened portion or vane. Contour feathers 
that extend beyond the wings and tail are the 
flight feathers. 


FLIGHT 
(WING AND TAIL) 


long curved 
neck hidden 


é tail bone rising 
under feathers 


above wing bones 
in this posture 


pelvis carries 
legs and tail 


breastbone carries 
the wing muscles 


The same characteristics of strength and 
elasticity found tn a bird’s feathers also can be 
found in the anatomy of its skeleton. 


— 
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BILLS 

Birds’ bills are composed of a horny sheath 
overlying a bony core. The entire lightweight 
structure has evolved in countless ways to the 
specialized needs of its owner, from sced- 


The NORTHERN 
CARDINAI USES 
its conical bill to 
crunch seeds. 


The ROSEATE 
SPOONBILL uses tts 
spoon-shaped bill to scoop 


food from water: 


LEGS AND FEET 

The legs of birds are thin, strong, and springy, 
and in most species lack feathers on their 
distal parts where they are instead covered 
with scales. Muscles, which are concentrated 
on the portion of the leg nearest the body, 
control the extremities with a series of 


a 


The AMERICAN ROBIN — Some, like the HAIRY 
has a typical bird's foot: WOODPECKER, 
four toes with three have two toes forward 
forward and one back. and two back. 


WINGS AND TAILS 
The shapes of wings and 
tails are an adaptation to 
where and how a bird 
flies. Look carefully at 
flight silhouettes: forest 
raptors (a) have rounded 
wings for living in dense 
vegetation; swallows (b) 
have narrow tapering 
wings. The tapering wings 
and narrow tail of a falcon 


oe 
Me 
~~ 


Sf eH 


The MALLARD has 
three webbed toes 
and one vestigial toe 
in back. 


cracking to nectar probing and from fish- 
catching to fruit-picking. Birds also use their 
bills to build nests, preen, and court. Bills may 


change in size and/or color in breeding season. 


The RUBY-THROATED 


The RED CROSSBILL’ 
hill features mandibles 
crossed at the tips that are 
ideal for digging the seed 
out of pinecones 


HUMMINGBIRD uses tts 
long needlelike bill to probe 


into flowers for nectar 


tendons. Toes generally number four with 
three forward and one opposable toe pointed 
backward, but some North American birds 
have only three. ‘loes are covered by scales 
and have claws at their tips which in birds 
of prey are enlarged into strong talons. 


The DOUBLE- The BALD 
CRESTED 
CORMORANT has 
four webbed toes. 


EAGLE has claws 
enlarged and 
elongated into 
talons. 


(c) contrast with the broad 
splayed wings and broad 
tail of an eagle (d), which 
allow an eagle to soar. 
Terns (e) have long 
elegant wings; albatross 
wings (f) are very long, 
with an extended inner 
section for flying over 
water like a sailplane. 


TOPOGRAPHY OF A BIRD 


i you consult the species profiles in this book you will encounter a 
f number of ornithological terms that describe the “landscape,” or groups 
of feathers, of a bird’s body. Learning these terms will help you use your 


field guide and, when you look at living birds, prompt you to see more detail 
with each sighting. 


TIPS FOR THE FIELD 
1. Start by looking at the bird’s head. Note its bill and the markings on its face. 
2. Get a feel tor the bird’s overall shape and size and note body markings. 
3. Note shapes and markings of tail and wings. 
4. Watch it fly and note markings visible in flight. 


WINGS 


tibiae 


e@ alula 


@ L7¢CATET COVETTS 


@ median coverts " 
e@ /esser¢ OVETTS 


v¢ apulars 
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HEAD median lateral crown Mpralora 
‘ CTOON SIpee 9 Siri pe ® (/) 


supercilium e © 
(superciliary . 
Mitipe) an 
@ SMS A / f) 
posto ular Spe e | | @ Widla ip 
, 
Cal paln e 
(auricvular) 
> ‘ei } 
CAT COVRIT OF 
y / ly 
nap ° ANUIWHIAT @ 
© Mihi 
hac kb e 


tertials 


a Upper mandi phe 


wer mandthl 


© hin 
® throat 


\ » side of neck 


\ \ © breast 


\ \ 
es apulars 


\ 
s\ 
\ \ side 
belly 


Hank 


1ATSUS OF 
Ubiotarsus 
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VARIATIONS WITHIN SPECIES 


irds are the most colorful of all terrestrial vertebrates. ‘Vheir coloration 
bao widely not only from species to species but within species. Often 
plumage colors differ between the sexes, between adults and their young, 
and from season to season. All of these different color patterns increase the 
challenge of identification for the birder. 


MALE/FEMALE 
VARIATIONS 

Within a species, adult 
males often differ in color 
and pattern of plumage, 
and sometimes in size, 


JUVENILE 


MALE FEMALE 


from adult females. 
PAINTED BUNTINGS have three distinct plumages. 


JUVENILE PLUMAGE 
VARIATIONS 

On an individual bird, color changes 
occur when feathers molt, or drop from 
their follicles to be replaced by new 
feathers. In its life span a bird will molt 
many times. After its first molt, when it 
loses its natal down, the bird will attain 
its suvenile plumage. Vhis will be its first 
plumage with contour and flight feathers. 
This plumage often does not resemble 
that of either adult and is worn briefly for MALE 
a few weeks or months. For the purposes 
of this book the term “juvenile” is used 
to refer to subadult plumaged birds that 
may, or may not, be sexually mature. 


FEMALE 


JUVENILE 


Male and female NORTHERN CARDINALS have 


different plumages, while juveniles resemble females. 


OTHER SUBADULT PLUMAGES 

\Ithough in many species, such as the bunting and cardinal, the juvenile attains adult 

plumage after its first year, there are species in which it takes the juvenile longer to do this. 
It may take juveniles of some species two years or more. These 

© individuals may experience what are known as first, second, or even 

third winter or summer plumages before attaining the plumage 

of adult birds. The Ring-billed Gull is one such example. 


Second Year First Year 


Third Year 
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SEASONAL VARIATIONS IN ADULT BIRDS 


Most adult birds have two molts a year with a complete molt 


of all feathers after the breeding season and a partial molt in 
late winter/early spring in which only the head and body 
feathers are replaced. 


INDIGO BUNTING VALLARD in WALLARD in 


in winter plumage breeding plumage eclipse plumage 


The late winter or early spring molt produces the brighter 
plumage associated with many breeding birds and ts called the 
breeding plumage or alternate plumage. Male ducks undergo a molt 
just after the nesting season begins and get a fresh coat of 
feathers that is drab like the female’s called an eclipse plumage. 


INDIGO BUNTING Fall molts produce a plumage called wiv/er plumage, fall plumage, 
in breeding plumage or basic plumage. 


OTHER VARIATIONS 
Some genetic variations in color and pattern can be seen among populations representing 
different geographical races of a species. These races are also referred to as subspecies. 


sernnan  ORECON PINK-SIDED — WHITE-WINGED — GRAY-HEADED 
ers JUNCO JUNCO JUNCO JUNCO 


The DARK-EYED JUNCO has five adult plumage variations associated with different geographical regions. 


Hybrids between species may produce birds that Some species have two 
share some characteristics of each parent but still or more color phases or morphs. 
have a very different appearance. 


LAWRENCE’S BREWSTER’S 


WARBLER WARBLER 
Results from crosses between Golden-winged Warblers and The EASTERN SCREECH-OWL has red, gray, 


Blue-winged Warblers and their offspring. and brown morphs. 


‘ 
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HOW TO IDENTIFY BIRDS 


irds that come to backyard feeders often stay long enough for you to 
Bea them in detail, but not all birds are so cooperative and often a 
fleeting glimpse is all you get. Learn to get the best look you can under the 
conditions and to see the entire bird well. First impressions of a bird, 
especially a new species for you, will give you clues for comparing it with 
birds you already know. What you are looking for are field marks, those 
physical clues that include size, shape, color patterns, and behavior, and 
also the habitat the bird is in and the sounds it may make. 

[Learn to routinely and quickly look at the details of the head; markings 
on the body, wings, and tail; and the shapes of the bird’s parts. 


HEAD 


Is the crown: 


striped streaked capped 


Look for other markings on the face such as: 


superciliz Ir\ stripes 


spectacles 


mustache marks malar marks ear patches a mask through 
the eye 


BODY PLUMAGE 


\re the underparts: 


plain and unmarked 
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TAIL 


Is the tail: 


forked rounded fan-shaped wedge-shaped pointed 


— s” 


notched square short ong 


MARKINGS 


Does it have distinctive wing or tail markings such as: 


bars bands spots contrasting colors 


i= BILL 


Is the bill: 


—__] L 


hooked decurved spatulate long or short 


SONG 


Many expert birders 
rely on their ears as 


Bi) BEHAVIOR 


The behavior of the bird will 


also provide clues to its 
much as their eyes to 
identify birds. Any of 
the many cassette 
tapes, CDs, or videos 
can help you learn the 
songs, calls, and other 
sounds birds make. 


identity. Does it bob, wag, or 
pump its tail either up and 
down or back and forth? Note 
its flight pattern. Does it back 
down a tree or go headfirst? 


== 


For more information on 


Behavior, see page 22. 
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IDENTIFYING BIRDS IN FLIGHT 
How a bird flies — the speed of the wing stroke as well as the pattern — can 


often help you recognize a species. 


Direct — steady flight with regular wing beats, 
along a constant line; typical of most species, — 
including waterfowl, herons, doves, crows, 


shorebirds, and many songbirds. 


Dynamic soaring — glides over water “downhill” 
with the wind to its back and when close to 
the surface quickly turns 180 degrees back 
into the wind. ‘here the bird ts lifted back up 
to near the original height upon which it turns 
back and soars “downhill” again. Characteristic 
of many pelagic species, including albatrosses, 
shearwaters, and petrels. 


Flap and glide — alternates a burst of several 
wing beats with a short or long level glide. 
Many birds of prey, both hawks and owls, use 
this flight pattern as do Black Vultures, ibis, 
and pelicans. 


Flightless — many species living in 
environments free of predators have given up 
the energy-demanding activity of flight. “The 
only flightless North American species, the 
Great Auk, was hunted to extinction in 1844. 


Glide — wings are held fully or partially 

| extended as the bird loses altitude. Many birds 
glide down to a landing, or from perch to 
perch. Hawks may glide from the top of one 
thermal to the bottom of the next in migration. 


bo Is _ 
| Hawking — flying up from the ground or down 
from an acrial perch to seize a flying insect and 
| looping back down to the same or nearby 


nerch ‘haractari . ae 
percn. Characteristic of flycatchers and other 


« ;} 1 , , 
sma, active insect-eating birds such as 


dar Waxwing, and several 


. i ‘ / 
pPCCls Of WooapecKers 
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Hovering — rapid wingbeats while the bird 
remains suspended tn one spot over the 
ground or water. ‘lypical of hummingbirds, 
kingfishers, American Kestrel, Osprey, Rough- 
legged Hawk and many small birds that hover 
briefly to glean food from vegetation. 


Mothlike — an erratic, sometimes bouncy, slow 
flight seen in nightjars, a few storm-petrels, 
and in the display flights of some small birds. 


Skims — the flight pattern of the Black 
Skimmer in which the bird flies a steady 
course with its lower mandible cleaving the 
surface of still water as it feeds. 


Static soaring — requires about a twentieth of 
the energy of flapping flight. Birds soar on 
rising heated columns of air, thermals, or on 
deflected currents and updrafts. Large hawks, 
eagles, vultures, storks, White Pelicans, and 
gulls soar this way. 


Straight line formation — an energy-saving style 
of flight used by some larger birds such as 
cormorants, pelicans, ibis, some waterfowl, and 
others. Birds may fly one behind the other, or 
abreast as do some scoters and eiders. 


Undulating — some small birds conserve energy 
by rising on one or more wing beats and then 
folding the wings to the body and swooping 
down to the next wing beat. Characteristic of 
woodpeckers, finches, and chickadees. 


V formation — an energy-saving flight style used 
by some larger birds, including ducks, geese, 
cranes, and cormorants. 


Zigzag — a pattern used by birds flushed from 
the ground as a way to elude predators. The 
Common Snipe and several species of quail 
are good examples. 


BEHAVIOR 

A large portion of the bird behavior we admire 1s instinctive and 
£ associated with particular species and families. So as you look 
for field marks, notice the bird’s body language. 
Ic will give you many clues to its identity. 
TAIL MOVEMEN |! 
Some birds flip their tails as they move ot 
perch. ‘Phe tail may be cocked at an angle ove 
the back, fanned open or closed, wagged, 
bobbed, or pumped up or down. Some birds 
constantly bob their bodies up and down as 
they walk or stand; others bob or jerk 
occasionally, while others sway back and forth 
as they walk. 
BODY MOVEMENT BEWICK’S WREN holds its tail 
Some birds hop like a sparrow. Some run o1 hich above its back as it hops, often 
walk. They may climb trees straight up, hitch flicking ut from side to side. 
up or back down them, walk headfirst down 
them, or cling upside down. Many birds wade 
like herons and egrets, or swim like ducks and 
geese. Some aquatic species teed by dabbling 

| or tipping up their bodies with their heads and 

| necks beneath the surface. Others dive 
completely below the surface. 

s 


The PAINTED REDSTART spreads its 
tail, flashing the white outer tail feathers. 


The TRICOLORED HERON wades. 


FORAGING 

Notice whether the bird 
forages on the ground, in the 
treetops, or at the mid-story 


level. Shorebirds may stay on 


the dry sand or away from the 


water's edge on a mudflat, o1 


they may wade tn the shallows, 


while some species may wade 


up to their bellies. Some 
shorebirds pick at their food 
while others drill and probe 
rapidly in the mud. 


DISPLAY BEHAVIORS 
Many species exhibit 
distinctive display behaviors 
during breeding season. 
‘They may dance like 
Prairie-Chickens, cranes, or 
Western Grebes; skylark like 
Sparrows or buntings; or put 
on the aerial shows of 
woodcock and snipe. Many 
species, especially ground- 
nesters, will try to lead 
intruders away from the nest 
with distraction displays 
including the broken-wing 
or crippled-bird act. 


5 is 


These MOURN 


= ~ - 


ING DOVES are foraging on the ground 


The GREAT EGRET flashes its long white plumes in coutship display 
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ABUNDANCE AND DISTRIBUTION 


| That does it mean when 

| \ someone says a bird is 
“common” or that a species 1s 
“abundant” or “rare?” lo appreciate 
| a bird species’ presence (or lack of 
It) ina given region you need to 
consider the factors of habitat, 
geographical range, and season of 
the year. Keep in mind that the 
distribution and abundance of birds, 
among the most mobile of the 
earth’s creatures, are not static and 
the boundaries of populations often 


EUROPEAN 
STARLING 


Uncommon species 
can be widespread 
but may not be 
obser\ ed by 
birders searching 
for it in proper 


habitat and season. 


LONG-EARED 
OW] 


or that the 


daily in proper habitat and season. 


Rare can mean either that the 
species iS W idely distributed 
outside North America but 
exists in low numbers here, 


€issm ill and local. 


change. Birds are easily impacted by 
changes in climate and habitat 
brought about by natural or human 
causes, with seasonal migrations 
being the most obvious result. ‘Vhus 
knowing the seasonal occurrence of a 
bird is important in confirming its 
identification. The range maps in 
this guide are color-coded to provide 
you with this information. You can 
get even more specific information 
trom local checklists, local bird 
books, websites, and local birders. 


e Adundant Means a species 1s so 
conspicuous that birders usually 


observe more than 25 individuals 


Common means ¢ 


birders are likely to 
see 5—25 individuals 
daily in proper 
BLACK-CAPPED 
CHICKADEE 


habitat and season. 


Fairly common means a 


species is common enough 
that birders should observe at 
least one individual daily in 
proper habitat and season. e— 


YELLOW-THROATED 
VIREO 

Casual means a bird that wanders into 

North America at infrequent intervals and 

is not observed annually, but exhibits a 

pattern of occurrence over several decades. » 


entire population 


WHITE-THROATED 
ROBIN 
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lrruptive means © lagrant is a migrant that has 


the species is strayed off its usual route 


erratic in its ~ 


movements — ; WHITE-EYED 


VIREO 


present and even 
numerous ina 

region in one ' 
year and absent 

the next. e | i aig 


RING-NECKED 
PHEASANT 


SNOWY Introduced means a non-native ¢ 
OWL species deliberately released in 
a legal effort to establish a 

population, 

e /xotic Means a non-native 

species illegally released or 

ee escaped, such as the many 
P ~ parrot species in south Florida, 


© Permanent 


or a non-native species that has 
} arrived in the region on its own 
‘ like the Cattle Egret, or with 


passive human assistance (such 


T¢ sidents live 
in the same 


geographic 


ee he region all 
as hitching a transoceanic ride 


year. 
on a ship). 


CATTLE 
EGRET NORTHERN 


CARDINAL 


Summer residents breed and e—— 
raise their young in one region 
and leave to winter in another 
| region, usually to the south. 


tl... CEDAR 
bi WAXWING 


SHY 
ALBATROSS 

‘ Accidentals are species that 
have occurred fewer than ten 
times in a region. 


Transients pass through a 

region only once or twice 
a year during their spring 
and/or fall migrations. 


Winter residents arrive in a region SEMIPALMATED 
only during the winter months SANDPIPER 
after their breeding season, and 

usually breed to the north of it. 


WATCHING BIRDS IN THE BACKYARD 


f you pro. ide suitable food, shelter, and water, birds will come to VOur 

backyard. If you offer a variety of these necessities you will attract a 
ereater diversity of birds. Place your feeders, nesting boxes, and birdbaths 
where the birds will feel safe from people and animals and where you can 
see the birds as you go about your daily routine. 


FOOD AND FEEDERS 


Many people enjoy teeding 


yirds Vear-roun | Basic types ot teeders 


| include platform feeders, hopper feeders, tube feeders, ball feeders, 


| window feeders, fruit feeders, nectar feeders, and suet feeders. 

| Standard foods include black (oil) sunflower seed (the best single 

} seed), striped sunflower seed, hulled sunflower (chips/hearts) seed, 
niger (called “thistle” ) seed, sattlow er seed, white proso millet seed, 
red millet seed, milo seed, corn (whole kernel, shelled, and cracked), 


peanuts, peanut butter, suet and suet mixes, fruits, and nectar. 


" 
| 


ys 


‘i 


<. 


> 
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} 

i 
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HOUSE FINCHES and a NORTHERN CARDINAL find food and shelter AMERICAN GOLDFINCHES 
at a tube feeder. 


SOY ON te 


Pe] 
ASCE 7 MERON * amo 


é 


MODPECKER finds suet in a wire cage feeder. 
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WATER 
Birds need 
water as much 

as they need food 
If you include even 
one dependable source ot 
water in your yard you will 
attract a great variety of birds to 
drink, bathe, and cool off. It 
there 1s a running water or 
dripping water clement even 
more species will come. 

‘There are many styles of 
water containers to choose from but the only 
requirement is: Maintain a stable supply of ecto ee hme 
clean water in a shallow container no deeper a ee = 
VORTHERN CARDINAL at a tradit WV birdl 


than three inches. 


Two Ly pe s of nest boxes you can 


make yourself. 


“Hotel” for PURPLE MARTINS. 
SHELTER AND NEST BOXES 


Planting trees, shrubs, and other vegetation not only 
provides food for birds but shelter and nesting places. 
Many species will use nest boxes. Others will use nesting 
shelves or ledges, and larger species will use raised 
nesting platforms. Nesting boxes can be made of wood, 
aluminum, or plastic; natural gourds are often used for 
martins and swallows. 


pS — 


Urban nest for MOURNING DOVES. 


/ 


Loses dee J 
Nandy. Late 


1 


scope with tripod becomes a good investment for the more serious birder. 


CCHING BIRDS IN THE FIELD 


is needed to watch birds, other than your own curiosity. 


‘nsable items are a good pair of binoculars and a good field 
irding with experienced birders who know the area 1s also valuable 
f to a good start. It is a good idea to keep a small notebook 


may want to add a camera and telephoto lens; a spotting 


lars allow birders to photograph and see birds that might otherwise be missed. 


BINOCULARS 

Look for magnifying ranges from 7x to 10x power. 
‘The outside diameter of the lenses that are 
farthest from your eyes (the objective lenses) 
should range from 35mm to 50mm. ‘The power of 
magnification and the diameter of the objective 
lenses (the latter helps determine light-gathering 
ability) are combined and stamped on the 
binoculars as two numbers such as: 7 x 35, 7 x 50, 
or 8 x 42. Small compact binoculars such as 

8 x 23 are lightweight and tempting to carry in the 
field, but the small size of the objective lenses 
limits the amount of light they can gather, making 
birdwatching under low light difficult. 


BASIC PHOTOGRAPHY EQUIPMEN'| 

Ihe best camera body for bird photography 1s a 35mm sins 
lens reflex (SLR). This camera allows you to view the 
subject directly through the lens. Many birds move quickl 
so your camera should have a fast shutter speed of at least 
1/500 sec or higher, and the films you use with natural light 
should have high exposure speeds in the range of 200-400 
ISO (ASA). A telephoto lens will allow you to photograph a 
larger image; you will need one in the 300mm to 500mm 
range. A sturdy tripod is required for sharp exposures 

Use blinds to conceal yourself from the bird and let you 


get much closer. Automobiles will work as long as you 


stay inside. 


CAMERA 


35mm single lens reflex (SLR). 
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A temporary moveable blind tn the form of a simple tent can conceal birders enough to put wary birds at ease. 
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HOW TO BE A BETTER BIRDER 


here are many ways to improve your birding skills and increase your 


enjoyment of birdwatching. 


STUDY AT HOME 


Time spent at home studying your field guide will 


make a big difference. Find local checklists of birds, 


or state and regional bird books, that provide even 
more specific information about the birds in yout 


area. Listen to recordings of bird songs and calls. 


a « 


INIPROVE YOUR FIELD SKILLS 


Birds have keen color eyesight and hearing. 


and stand patiently. 


KEEP A RECORD 
Keeping good records of the birds you see will 
help you learn when seasonal species are 
present and how abundant they may be. There 
is still much science does not know about 
birds, particularly about behavior and 
abundance in some habitats, and the amateur 
birder can make valuable contributions. 


‘They are frightened by sudden movements, 
loud noises, and bright clothing that does 
not “blend” with the background. 
I.xperienced birders move deliberately, 
stalking quietly. They converse in low tones 


Birds are curious and attracted to sounds. 

When you make “pishing” noises (forcing 

air out through clenched teeth as if saying 
“pish, pish, pish”), or “squeaking” (making 
a high-pitched squeak by sucking air 
through closely pursed lips, a sound that can 
be amplified by “kissing” the back of your 
hand) many birds’ curiosity will be piqued 
and they will come closer. Often they 
produce alarm notes or assembly calls, 
causing even more birds to come out where 
you can see them. 
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PRACTICE BIRDING ETHICS 
Birding is not without its responsibility to the 
welfare of the bird. The American Birding 
\ssociation has compiled a Code of Ethics for 
its members. (Copies can be obtained by 
writing to the ABA at the address below.) 
Their basic message ts that birders’ actions 
should not endanger the welfare of birds or 
other wildlife; they should not harm the 
natural environment; and birders must always 
respect the rights of others, especially their 
rights to privacy and private property rights. 


BIRD PROTECTION IN 
BREEDING SEASON 
Remember that birds are 
sensitive to disturbance. 
Nothing should be done that 
will frighten them or alter the 
surroundings of their nest. 
Once frightened, they may 
abandon the nest, / 
and this could 4 
set their 
breeding back 
a whole year. 


The welfare of fledgling SCREECH-OWLS like these depends on 
birders who pra tC good eth Sy 


JOIN A CLUB 
Every state and province has established bird clubs. Many local clubs are associated with 
state, provincial, or regional ornithological societies that network activities, have regular 
meetings, and publish newsletters. You can locate your nearest bird clubs on the 
internet, or though the Conservation Directory of the National Wildlife Federation, your 
state conservation or wildlife department, local library, or newspaper. 


Birding organizations exist on the national and international level as well. Some national 
organizations and their publications are: 

¢ American Birding Association, PO Box 6599, Colorado Springs, CO 80934; Birding. 

¢ American Ornithologists’ Union, The Aus; Association of Field Ornithologists, Jowrna/ of 
Field Ornithology; Cooper Ornithological Society, Te Condor; Wilson Ornithological 
Society, Wi/son Bulletin. All can be contacted c/o Ornithological Societies of North 
America, 810E, 10th Street, Lawrence, KS 66044. 

¢ Laboratory of Ornithology at Cornell University, 159 Sapsucker Woods Road, Ithaca, 
NY 14850; Living Bird quarterly. 

¢ National Audubon Society, 700 Broadway, New York, NY 10003. 
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CONSERVATION 


e are lucky that here in North 

America we have lost 
relatively few bird species to 
extinction. Laws to protect some 
species were passed as early as the 
late 1700s, but even then some 
came too late or were not enforced. 
Today, all species of birds native to 
North America are protected by 
state, provincial, and federal laws 
and cannot be collected or held in 
captivity without a legal permit 
(introduced, non-native species are 
not so protected). Some species, 
considered game species, are 
managed and can be legally 
harvested during hunting seasons. 

Stull, many species of North 

American birds are in decline. 
Several species require 
management because their 
populations have become 
dangerously low. ‘These species are 
given additional protection and 
listed by state, provincial, or 
federal authorities as “threatened” 
or “endangered.” The bird 
conservation effort across America 
is joined by organizations such as The WOOD STORK is declining due to | 


he National A cs 6 habitat destruction and the disruption 
the National Audubon Society, the of water flow through southern Florida. (| 


American Bird Conservancy, and | 


Partners in Flight. The latter 
group is an Americas-wide 
coalition of more than 
160 organizations and 
government agencies. 
Many of our continent’s 
birds have not fared well 
at the hands of man. They 
have been persecuted as 
pests, victimized by wanton 
shooting, deprived of habitat, 
subjected to poisons, forced into 
competition by introduced species, 


| Sonn Populations of 
LEAST TERN ar 


TAHLETCd GHE 10 hudwaN 


The SPECTACLED EIDER has seen mayor decline in 
recent years due to the introduction of firearms into tts 
limited nesting rane 


and preyed upon by brood parasites. Many 
of the species that nest in North America, 
particularly songbirds and shorebirds, are 
neotropical migrants wintering in other 
countries where they are exposed to 
similar stresses, often with less protection. 


Birds and other wildlife need our help now more 


than ever before. Conservation requires the 
support of every citizen to prevent the continued 
loss of our natural heritage. 


iM FrRODUCTION @ 


= 
The CALIFORNIA CONDOR 1s noi 


nearly extinct in the wild due to huntine 
and lead poisoning. 


LAUGHING GULL Said BROWN PELIC. INS Jive side by eb with America’s offshore cee 


5 


, 
) 
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EX'TINC TION 


he North American continent north of Mexico hosts more than 

700 species of native nesting birds. Direct persecution and indirect 
population stresses caused by loss of required habitat — both factors 
generated by humans — have resulted in a small percentage that are now 
either extinct or on the very brink of extinction. Likewise, many other 
species are declining and some are in serious trouble. The first to go was the 
Great Auk, the only flightless species on the continent, after centuries of 
unregulated exploitation. Many of these species were abundant, and some, 
like the Passenger Pigeon, were among the most numerous species in North 
America. Often sheer numbers made them easy to kill in quantity and their 
marketing profitable. Improvements in firearms and transportation, plus the 
conversion of the vast eastern forests into farmland, hastened the decline of 
these species. 

‘Today we are more enlightened. We have enacted laws and extended 
efforts to save species. ‘There are preservation success stories with species 
like Peregrine Falcons, Bald Eagles, Brown Pelicans, Ospreys, Whooping 
Cranes, and ‘Trumpeter Swans. But, there 1s still much to do as human 
populations continue to alter critical habitats. 

The Eskimo Curlew, Ivory-billed Woodpecker, and Bachman’s Warbler 
are considered probably extinct. ‘he four species on the pages that follow, 
the Labrador Duck, Great Auk, Passenger Pigeon, and Carolina Parakeet, are 


now classified as extinct. 
Family ScOLOPACIDAE Length 14 inches 


ESKIMO CURLEW 


Once among the most numerous shorebirds in North America, this bird was rare by the 20th 
century due to unrestricted shooting during fall migration on the North Atlantic Coast, on the 
wintering grounds in Argentina, and in spring migration in Texas and on the Great Plains. 
Gregarious by nature, large flocks attracted market and sport hunters, who killed them by the 
wagonload and shipped them to eastern cities. Most records 
in the 20th century were in spring on the Texas coast: 

the last specimen was recorded in Barbados in 
1963, and the last sight records were in 1982 


in Canada. buff e— 
supercilum 


PEClES Namenius borealis 


blackish brown crown 
and upperparts with buff 
spotting and feather edging 


slender decurved 


© SONG Soft tremulous twittering Bilt 
hi 


whistles in flight. Calls thin high-pitched 
squeaks and whistles. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregariou; 


| in migration and 


dark brown 
eye stripe 


WHIMBREL 
Larger; longer decurved 
bill; buffy central crown 
stripe; primaries barred 
brown and buff; gray- 


On Wintering 


grounds; oft 


 & @ buffy 
£ ff. 


& & underparts brown body; paler 
re ¥ streaked aid underparts streaked and 
s % mottled brown spotted with dark 
4 i browns; upperparts 
S i, ¥ edged buff-gray; gray- 
ee. buff supercilium. 
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Family PICIDAE 


SPeCcles Campephilus principalis 


IVORY-BILLED WOODPECKER > yi 


‘The largest woodpecker north of Mexico 
depended on large tracts of primeval 
bottomland and swamp forests to sustain 
its feeding habits. The head and bill 
were used by Native Americans for trade 
items and early settlers valued them for 
good luck, but it was the felling of the 
large southern forests and the loss of its 
food supply that doomed this woodpecker. 
Once it became rare, people hunted the 
remaining birds for museum and private 
collections. An estimated twenty-two birds 
existed in the US in 1938; the last records 
were in the 1940s. Unverified sightings are still 
being reported from the South, and a Cuban 
subspecies was confirmed to be alive in the late 1980s. 


black 
forecrest 


tvory- 
white bill 


black 


overall 


e SONG Nasal clarinet-like yank, yank, yank, often in a series 
like a large White-breasted Nuthatch. 


¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs, mated for life, or in small family groups 
just after nesting season. Fed on wood-boring insects under 
bark of dead or dying trees, some fruits and berries. Ranged 
from Ohio River Valley to east Texas, Gulf Coast, and also to 
the state of Florida. 


Family PaRULIDAE 


BACHMAN’S WARBLER 


Possibly never very numerous, this songbird 
lived in bottomland forests and swamps and 
their canebrakes along the coastal plain from 
southern Kentucky and Missouri to South 
Carolina. It was found in the Gulf coastal 
states in migration on its way to and from 
wintering grounds in Cuba and in some 
locations along the Suwannee River in 
Florida. The clearing of these forests for 
timber and agricultural drainage hastened 
the decline. The last certain US record 

was near Charleston, South Carolina, in 
1962; and the last individual seen was a 
wintering female in Cuba in 1981. 

°¢ SONG Buzzy trill of 6-8 notes on a 

single pitch; similar to Worm-eating Warbler 
or Chipping Sparrow but higher pitched. 
Persistent singer on breeding grounds. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 

Foraged at middle to high level in trees. 
Nested in thickets within 3 feet of ground 
in briers, canebrakes, or bushy tangles. 
Gleaned insects from foliage and branches. 


gray hindcrown 
and nape 


olive 


upperparts 


\e white 


coverts 


white tail 
patches 


Length 19.5 inches 


eye to back of wing 


Similar Birds 


undertat 


Winespa!) 30 32 inches 
red crest 
white streak from 


while patch on 
folded wing 


PILEATED 
WOODPECKER 
Smaller ¢ male has red 
crest and mustache 
mark; black mask 


extends from lores to 
nape; white supercilium 
begins behind eye; 
white chin; white line 
extends from base of 
bill to sides of breast 

e female has black 
forehead and mustache. 


black forecrown 


yellow forehead 
and superciium 


large black bib 
on breast 


yellow underparts 


HOODED WARBLERG 
Similar to male but has 


yellow face; black hood 
from crown to throat; 
white outer tail feathers. 


NASHVILLE WARBLERG 
Similar to female but 


has yellow chin, throat, 


and underparts; gray 
head, crown, and nape. 


> 


36 e IVNTRODUCTION 


[ Family ANATIDAE 


———E 


LABRADOR DUCK 


‘This small duck was thought to have 


e@ white head, neck, 
and breast 


black cap e 


nested on islands on the south coast of black back, rump, tail, 
the Labrador Peninsula. It was market ides, and flanks e 


hunted into the 1860s even though its 
e blac b necklace 


and underparts 


flesh was not relished and specimens 
often spoiled. Vhe last recorded 
individual was shot off the coast MALE 
of Long Island in 1875. 
¢ SONG Unrecorded. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Wary, quick to win 


KING EIDER 


[MSCOH 


ly on whistling wings. Small primaries Male has white head, 


{ 
flocks of 7-10 in winter. 
Leathery spoonlike expansion — drown wings 


upper back, breast, and 
flanks; stubby orange 


” 
_ 
= 
bill; orange forehead; 
lavender crown and 
s 
oa 


at end of upper mandible and with large 


white patches @ 


x a Bei 
prominent vertical lamellae in nape © female has rusty 
brown body; black bill. 


the lower mandible were used | black bill 
Pr ith (Vt) - 
pink basal 
halt 


COMMON EIDER 


Male has sloping green, 


to sift shellfish from mud or 


sand. Reported to have fed ibsala. acl xekiie ad 


on marine invertebrates white back and breast; 


and scaw eed. Nested on black sides and 


© brown body underparts; orange bill 


tundra islands: wintered at sea 
e female has tawny 


frequenting sandy bays and coastal 
estuaries along North Atlantic Coast. 


chestnut body with 


FEMALE 


blackish bill. 


Family ALCIDAE npennis | *°°8 2830 inches | WinesPan 23_25 inches 


GREAT AUK 
‘The largest alcid was the original penguin and the only flightless species on the continent in 
historical times. Widespread in the 16th and 17th centuries, it was recorded as breeding on 
islands from Scotland and Sweden to the Gulf of St. Lawrence and the Canadian Maritimes. 
Once numerous, centuries of raids on its colonies by sailors and fisherman who took adults and 
young for food brought it to extinction. Wintering along the Atlantic Coast occasionally as far 
south as Florida, the last Known pair was captured at their nest on Eldey Rock off the coast of 
Iceland on June 3, 1844. 


| —_——e large arched black bill crossed 
® SONG Generally silent except 


by numerous vertical white lines 


when alarmed in breeding colonies. 
Croak or guttural gurgling. short white 


/ ostocular 
© BEHAVIOR Flightless. / ae 


spot 
{ 
{ 


Se Jaree white oval 
in front of eye 


ar ee white underparts from upper 
rear) gros } | - 3 ~ ~ 
megarious; in flocks or small _e breast to tip of undertail coverts 
groups at sea. Nested in large 

Monies on isolated rocky ) 


RAZORBILL 
Much smaller; single 


j 


rownish e— 
hlack wings 

vith white tips 
1) Secondaries 


slands in North Atlantic. 


Widespread at sea in the 
onbreeding season in vertical line near up of 
Walked upright on bill; white line from 
sa base of bill to eye; 


/ Mes 
land Indine ere | ve A DLACK 
NG StANGINE Erect. USec _ white underparts ascend 
VIUITS ; 
rt wings to move swifth ] to point on throat; black 
n Ce SWI lé 
\\ upperparts, tail, and 
wings; white trailing 
( } S } } 


edge on secondary 


feathers. 


INSTRODUCT ION e 37 


Family COLUMBIDAE 


PASSENGER PIGEON Pa Wap 


[he most abundant bird in North America at the head and 
' am Py as > . . av have ade upperparts 
time of European settlement may have made up 
a quarter of its bird population. ‘The Passenger 
Pigeon and the eastern deciduous forest upon © fawny breast 
which it depended were destroyed 
simultaneously. John James Audubon 
described migrating flocks that stretched for 
miles in the sky and took three days to pass 
over, and which he estimated to contain over 
a billion birds. As the forest was reduced to AP 
2 : sandy-gray i 
farmland, the birds were hunted throughout yydeyparrs 
the year. The last known wild specimen was 
shot in 1898; and the last surviving bird, 
artha, a captive reared individual, died < j 7E E 
Martha, a captive reared individual, died at FEMALI 
age 29 in the Cincinnati Zoo in 1914. a Cae 


blue-gray 
© upperparts 


© brownish 
gray breast 


@ sandy gray 
underparts 


¢ SONG Loud grating croaking, chattering, 


: T : MOURNING DOV 
or clucking notes. Not dovelike. IGURSING: DOV! 


: : : s Smaller; pinkish fawn 
¢ BEHAVIOR Highly gregarious; lived, foraged, head and underparts; 


wandered, and nested in large groups. Fed on tree brownish gray 

seeds, fruits, berries, buds, and invertebrates. Nomadic; Pat pena 
went where food was plentiful. Nested from Missouri, feathers; black spots on 
Kentucky, and Virginia northward into southern Canada upper inner wing; black 
and west to Kansas. Wintered south to Gulf Coast. spot on lower check. 


: 7 ; : 
Family poppe PACIDAE eci inesis | Length 16 inches Wingspan 24 26 inches 


CAROLINA PARAKEET 


Once abundant in the East from eastern yellow head with 
Nebraska to New York and south to the Gulf orange cheeks, 


2 ; - ; orchead, and 
Coast, this beautiful parakeet was hunted for JOEAAAE, Oe 


| its feathers, the pet trade, for sport, and as a 0 
pest of orchards, cornfields, and gardens. laree hooked 
Flocks had such strong bonds that when pinkish cream bill 
some of their numbers were killed the green body, wings, 


remainder of the flock returned to their and tail 
bodies repeatedly until all were shot. By 
| the late 1870s it existed only in remote 
Florida swamps; the last known birds 
were shot in the early 1900s, and the last 
reported individual of the only endemic 
US parrot died in the Cincinnati Zoo in 
the year 1914. 
¢ SONG Loud quarrelsome screams given 
in flight. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Social. Gregarious, occurring in 
flocks except in breeding season when pairs nested 
in dense colonies. Mated for life. Roosted communally 
in hollow trees. Fed in bottomland forests, riverbanks, and 
cypress swamps on tree seeds, thistle, cocklebur, grass seeds, 
fruits, and berries. — 


pointed tail, 
yellow below 


No similar native species. 


| Family GAVILDAF 


Length 24-27 inches | Wingspan 42_45 inches 


Species Gaia stellata 


RED-THROATED LOON 


| his IS the smallest loon ind the onl ON¢ 

without profuse white spotting on Its ray head 

upperparts in the breeding plumag« When and neck @ 

the bird 1s on the water, its slender bill A 


appears upturned and 


ae 
Is Often held pointes 
upward by the swimming bird. In juvenile 


ind winter plumage both sexes have a 


i | | dark slender ¢ 
Pray CrOWnN and NINGNCCK dark PTAY ‘ 


f)/ rp? j/ Ay f/ hy 
P PALEME HEC CALE A 

back with many small white spots, ‘ 
pale upturned bill, and a white face, 
. . 1€¢ (/})} 1d \ 
sides, foreneck, and underparts. bai dant east 

Si thin black stripes 

}/ Me] / DOTS ? J 

on hindneck @ 


del vet iued 4 
© SONG Usually silent. On breeding ground, on foreneck 
prolonged wails and gooselike swuk-hwuk-kwuk. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Flies with neck drooping. Only 


loon to leap directly into flight from water or land. 


ARCTIC LOON 
PACIFIC LOON 


Breeding adults have 


‘ceeds primarily on fish, which it catches in dives 


WINTER 


, 1 to 90) fee \ taper oe : wind 

down to 90 feet. Solitary except on wintering PLUMAGE dat Ghost civ Hanice | 3 
grounds and in migration, when hundreds may Be large white spots on 
congregate in bays along the coast. back © in winter 


plumage, lack white 


¢ BREEDING Usually a solitary nester. Sometimes forms spots on back; bill not 


loose colonies. upturned; dark gray of 
ee eee : crown and hind neck 

¢ NESTING Incubation 24-29 days by both sexes. Young : 

7 : ; 5 - contrast sharply with 

lcave nest and take to water about | day after hatching, then fly white face and 

it about 49-60 days. 1 brood per year, foreneck. @ Arctic Loon 


in the West only. 


>) r * 1 . . . 
® POPULATION Common to fairly common on breeding 
nds; fairly common on coast in winter; casual to very 


uncommon inland in winter. 


| Flight Pattern | Populations stable. 


i. . = — 1 © CONSERVATION 
“~< . Vulnerable to loss of habitat due 
to development in high Arctic 
—————— and to pollution, particularly oil 
; oe Aken spills, in wintering areas. Many 
| drown in gill nets. 
Nest Identification 
| sz Vloist depression or heap of damp vegetation mixed with mud ¢ male sometimes 
| constructs copulation platform away from nest ® 1—3 olive-green to dark brown 
wm LL} sometimes with blackish brown spots. 


i; Pluma Cc. ; . ; | cai, - ret ; : ; ; 
er sexes similar | WA == | Migration Migratory | Weight 3 4 pounds 


TI IME LOCATION 


BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA e 


4¢ 


) 


Family GAVHDAE Species Gavia arctica 


Length 28 inches 


Wingspan 45_49 inches 


ARCTIC LOON 
This bird is very similar to the Pacific Loon, which was 
recently split from it as a separate species. When it’s on 
the water, the white of its flanks 1s visible above the 
waterline. Winter birds have white throats without 

the “chin strap” mark shown by the Pacific Loon. 
Breeding adults have white underparts and 

flanks. Winter adults have gray-brown backs 

without spotting, a gray-brown crown and 

hindneck, and white cheeks, chin, 
foreneck, breast, and underparts. 
bold black-and-white 
sIriping on side of 
neck and breast @ 


black sides and 
back with rows of 
laree white Spots 


¢ SONG During breeding season, a guttural fguk-kguk-kquk- 
kquk, often given in flight. Also various growls and croaks and a 
plaintive wail. 

¢ BEHAVIOR A solitary bird. It is often found well inland on 
tundra, deep lakes, and in boreal forests. ‘The Arctic Loon feeds 
primarily on fish, taken in dives to 45 feet; also feeds on 
mollusks and crustaceans. 

¢ BREEDING Solitary nester. 

e NESTING Incubation 28-30 days by both sexes. 
Semiprecocial young leave nest shortly after hatching, with first 


flight at 60-65 days. Both sexes 


Flight Pattern feed. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Uncommon 


breeder in western Alaska; 
casual to uncommon in winte! 
Poorly known in Alaska; fairly 


ee common in Russia. 
Direct flight with swift rapid wing beats. 


medium vray head, 
@ nape, and hindneck 
| 


| dark straight 
i ee ® hi// 


black throat with 
2TCEN aloss al 
© lose rane 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


PACIFIC LOON 
less white on flanks 
@. 
(rarely shows as patch); 
rounder head ® in 
winter plumage chin 
strap separates chin 


from neck. 


RED-THROATED LOON 


<=) In breeding plumage 


has reddish throat and 


upturned bill; lacks 
white spotting on back 
* in winter plumage 
lacks chin strap. 


Nest Identification 
Varies from mere scrape or depression to mound of earth and plants ¢ on 


ground or floating ® 1-3 olive-green to dark brown eggs, with some black spots 


Shape es po Location sum x¢¢ AAA or blotches 


Plumage Sexes similar 


DATE TIME pte LOCATION 


10 e BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


| Family G \VIIDAE | Species Gavia pacifica | Length 26 inches | Wingspan 43-48 inches 


PACIFIC LOON 


| =U neil recently this species was considered a race of the Arctic Loon, which it 


| closely resembles. [he Pacific Loon flies with its head and neck held straight 


| When swimming it holds its dark slender bill level. Winter adults have dark 
gray upperparts and a thin dark strap that reaches around the chin. Underparts 


are white vear-round. 


@ darth 


LEHNdET OU 


WINTER 
black hack « ith PLI MAGE 


Sri De OWS Of laTee 


@u& Aite pol 


whit 
underparts 


© Alack sides 
and flanks 


¢ SONG Generally silent. On 
breeding grounds, variety of guttural quacks and croaks, 
and a long drawn-out @h-hah-awee. 

. , , ; , ARCTIC LOON 
e BEHAVIOR Migrates in flocks, unlike other loons. Feeds 

; : - More white on flanks ¢ 
primarily on fish but takes some crustaceans and mollusks. Nests breeding adults have 
on freshwater lakes and islands from tundra to boreal forests. aa. dark chin ¢ in winter 
— al ee, rie lacks chin strap. @ in the 
e BREEDING Solitary. Monogamous. 
d é West only. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 23-25 days by both sexes, but female 


RED-PTHROATED LOON 


does more. Young leave nest shortly after hatching. First flight at > Breeding adults have 
60—65 davs. 1 brood per year. _— red foreneck; lacks large 
white spots on back; bill 


¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common on tundra 
breeding grounds. During winter, uncommon on the West Coast, 


is upturned. 


casual on the East Coast, and rare inland. Stable. 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Flight Pattern Affected by encroachment of 
humans on breeding grounds. 
Direct flight with rapid wing beats. 


Vulnerable to the pollution of 
Nest Identification 
Heap of vegetation pulled up around nest ¢ edge of water on ground ® built by 


its wintering areas, including 
both sexes ® 1-3 brownish eggs with blackish brown spots. 


oil spills. Also vulnerable to 
drowning in gill nets. 


Shape -ee QQ Location cm ex 


Plumage Sexes similar | 4abitataan Lo se Migration Migratory Weight 3.7 pounds 


DATE _ TIME LOCATION 


BIRDS OF NORTH AMERIC iA @ 4] 
Family GAVIDAE Species Gygig immer | Length 28 36 inches | Wingspan 5,59 ee | 


COMMON LOON 


I: requenting quict lakes and usually sleeping on the water, 


this large bird rarely comes on land except to nest. It must 
L1IOSS) bla bhi ad 

ia with greenish 

momentum to fly. Loons require such pristine conditions sheen @ 


run at least 20 yards across water to gain enough 


to nest that their presence as a nesting bird is a good 


indicator of the wilderness condition of a lake and the | red-brown 

frequency of human activity on it. Winter adults es # 

have gray or brown upperparts; an irregular or | stout, straight 
broken pattern on the head to the base of black bill 
the eye and the sides of the neck; white 
underparts, chin, and foreneck; a checkered black 
and-white back 


blue-gray bill; and a white eye ring. 
_- glossy black throat 


—e broken white 
neck collar 


white breast 


and belly 


¢ SONG Usually silent away from breeding areas. Different calls 
on breeding grounds: tremolo or “loon’s laughter”; yodel, sounding 
like yodel-ha-oo-o0;, wail; and talking swuk. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Rides low on water. Dives to 200 feet to catch fish. a 
Eats freshwater and saltwater fish, crustaceans, amphipods, snails, PLUMAGE 
leeches, frogs, salamanders, and aquatic insects. Eats larger prey 
| on surface and smaller prey underwater. Can stay underwater up 

to 60 seconds. Loons migrate alone or in small groups. YELLOW-BILLED 
| 


me PY . ae : pees LOON 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester on islands, always 5 


Pale yellow bill in all 


within a few feet of water. May use same nest year after year. plumages, with dusky 
e NESTING Incubation 26-31 days by both sexes, mostly by base in winter; bill is 
fi | P ial | ; : f | hing: f | | larger and culmen ts 
}., female. Precocial young leave nest soon after hatching; fed anc Toilet peal 
raised by both sexes. First flight at 70-80 days. 1 brood per year. has paler head and 
Oa] , , =CK < ( < | 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common. Decrease in some breeding neck and brown patch 
i over Cal. 


areas in southern parts of range. 
¢ CONSERVATION Prone to environmental loss due to human 


disturbance and reduced food 


supply resulting from acid 
rain. Some abandon nests due 


to human activity. Some 


breeding grounds protected 


Rapid direct flight with strong wing beats. 
Head, neck, and legs extended and 
drooping slightly below midline of body 
give hunchbacked appearance. 


by volunteers. 


v y or d. hide in | 
Bed of stems, grasses, and twigs ® floating in bog; or on groun |, hidden | | 


. “0 } dark | 
crevices or muskrat houses ® built by both sexes ® | S olive-ereen to dark 


brown eggs usually scattered with dark brown spots subelliptical to ova ; | 


>”? 


3.5 x 2.2 inches 


‘| Meat Migratory 


| Weight g | pounds 


lumage Sexes similar Habitat mew ay 


LOCATION 


Shape -ee Location sm ii 
j 


{2 e BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


Length 3()_36 inches [ winespan 54—60 inches 


} Family GaVIIDAI 


}- 


Species Gar 


Va adams 


YELLOW-BILLED LOON 


Once considered a weathe prophet in Eskimo tolklore, this 

loon ts the largest of its Species ind has the northernmost range 

of any loon. Swimming with its head alted slightly upward, 

this bird sometimes carries its voung on its back. Winter 

plumage shows a tan crown with a white face and a Mack head large twory fo 
VIA PTE v/ @ yellow bill 

dark ear patch 
Di i + 


straight Upper 
® mandibk 


@ slighth 
angel dd lowe 7 


mandible 


© partial 
white collar 


hlack-and-white e @ whit underparts 
Checkered ba 


The bill is pale ivory to straw-yellow in any plumage (with a dusky base in 
winter) and ts straight above with an upward-angled lower mandible, giving the 


bill an upturned appearance. . 
e SONG Generally silent off breeding grounds. Similar to Common Loon, but WINTER 
laughter call is harsher. Also gives yodel, wail, and talking calls. In flight, makes PLUMAGE 4 


ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Almost never comes on land except to nest. 
Swims low in water with bill ulted slightly upward. Dives for Cone LAGN 
small fish and crustaceans. Uses feet to propel underwater. ” In summer has black 
Solitary or in pairs or family groups; almost never flocks. Breeds bill ¢ in winter has dark 
: “3 eee : : upper edge on bill and 
on tundra lakes and rivers: winters on saltwater Coasts. 


darker head and face 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. ¢ holds bill parallel to 

lraom am : > > watel wh *n Swimming. 
e NESTING Incubation 27-30 days by both sexes. Young stay cal : 


in nest 1-2 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 


© POPULATION Uncommon 
Flight Pattern 


to rare south of Canada on West 
Coast in winter. Rare, casual, or 
accidental elsewhere in winter. 
® CONSERVATION Oil spills 
and pollution detrimental to 
Arctic population. 


Fast direct flight on strong deep wing 


beats with head, neck, and feet extended 


beyond body. 


IWwigs, grasses, and mud; sometimes no material used ¢ generally covered by 


mounded vegetation ® small hummocks on water ® 1-2 olive or brown eggs with 


Shape <=> Location i, eowut dark brown spots; subelliptical but varies, 3.5 x 2.2 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat 


DATE. C—Ctsé‘CT TMI COLOCATION a | 


sIRDS OF NORTH At 


N iri UViEE RI¢ Le 43 
Renner nner: SS ae ‘ 
Family p ‘en es . ies “7: bz nat a nnn nnn ees 
Y PODICIPEDIDAE Species lachybaptus dominicus \*©°8h 9_4() inches | Wingspan 20 inche: | 
poss eect a Be ee ee 
‘ ial ial ‘ ‘ ‘ 
LEAST GREBE 
As its name suggests, this is the smallest of the North 
American grebes. It also has the most restricted a 


range, barely crossing the southern border from 


Mexico. It may hide among tall vegetation in 


shallow, warm ponds, sloughs, and ditches in 
which it forages and nests. Apart from its siz 
can be distinguished from other grebes by its 
golden eyes and short dark bill. In winter the 
sides of the head are brown rather than eray. 
the back and bill are lighter in color, and 

there is less black on the back of 
the head and neck. | 
@ small 


, / jj . 
purpush slender bill 
/aC€ ald 


re, 
NECK 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


Y = ; ; 
e SONG Bold, resonating trumpetlike note. 


Fe _ a ® CONSERVATION Readiness 
to use newly created bodies of 


CTC 


water may be employed as a 


means of Increasing popul itiOn 


Platform of decayin g m © cithes r anchored iq | 


BEHAVIOR | ceeds primarily on aquatic insects. Like all Cc aslap ine 
other grebes, eats its own feathers, which may form a ball in the 
rh . . . : PIED-BILLED 
stomach. The purpose of this unusual behavior is unknown, but ae 
. . . . > rt 4 
it may protect the gastrointestinal track from the sharp bones of — | lassen vuichen. (ih 
the fish they ingest. | colored bill; eye rin; 
neat é ; ‘ ind dark (not 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Occasionally form loose colonies. tari at 
¢ NESTING Incubation 21 days by both sexes. Young stay in — ——— ’ 
nest 2 weeks. Carried by parents for 3-4 days. Fed by both sexes. “The “= 
2—3 broods per year, W ith more in | at, SN 
a. : the ‘lropics. 
i Flight Pattern ; 
: ¢ POPULATION Common. , 


middle of secluded pond ¢ 


an 
| Migration Nonmigratory | Weight 4.5 ounces 


LOCATION 


fH+e BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 
SS 


e | 
Family ; - P | | enott > lings rt 
PODICIPEDIDAI | SPECIES Pydi/ymbus podiceps ) “ne 12-15 inches | “!nesPan 22 5 inches ] 


PIED-BILLED GREBE 


Lh MOST WIGUCSDPI Gand | (-| N 

\merica sometimes hides tro nctrud ° 

intil only its he 1show il e 

like other met yf cl 
has a large head | | ) e 
chickenlike Prove stl IISCII ul 

other grebes, even at a distanc | 

lhehec-colored and has a black rin round : 
during the breeding season but lacks the 


In WINTCI 


riny 


© SONG Loud, cuckoolike call, WINTER 


PLUMAGE Joe 


CH &, CH kb, Cl £, CO]-CO’-CO]@, CO% ah CO% an. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Forages by diving from the surface and 
swimming underwater, propelled by its feet. kKeeds some on 


Similar Birds 


LEAST GREBI 


Smaller with golden 


vegetation, but about half of the diet is made up of aquatic 


insects with the remainder split almost equally between small 
(not dark) eye; slender, 


fish and crustaceans. 


dark bill; much more 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. restricted North 


a rahi late ens ; : = \merican range 
e NESTING [Incubation 23—27 days by both sexes, but female 


does more. Young move from nest to adult’s back less than an hour 


after hatching. Nest use stops 
in 2442 days. First flight at 
35-37 days. Young fed by both 
a @ sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Very 
common In range. 


Direct flight with rapid wing beats eC INSERVATION May be 


declining due to habitat loss. 


Nest Identification 
Plattorm of decaying vegetation © inconspicuously anchored to vegetation in 


open water among reeds or rushes ® built by both sexes ¢ 2-10 pale bluish white 


Shape 2g. Location | ly or nest-stained eggs; elliptical to subelliptical, 1.7 inches long. 


Flight Pattern 


Plumage Sexes similar | Fabitat pe 


DATE TIME __ sd LOCATION _____ 


Species Podiceps auritus 


Length 49 4c; i Win IS ea Le 
12-15 inches BSPAN 24 inches 


FaMilY PODICIPEDIDAE 


) HORNED GREBE 


ry. » iy, 
i ‘The “horns” for whic h this bird is named are actually Wy 


) tufts of golden feathers above and behind the « ves. 


) that are present only during the bird’s breeding 
season. In summer the reddish neck of the 
) Horned Grebe distinguishes it from the 


Kared Grebe, which shares much of the 


® black 


breeding range. ‘he Horned Grebe’s life head 


is tied to water, breeding in freshwater olden e 

_ habitats and often spending the winter “horns” 
both in freshwater and in saltwater. 

| e SONG This grebe gives an abrasive 

| keark, keark or yark, yark. Wtalso makes a 

| repeated prattling sound followed by 


dark 
straight 


bill 


_ shrill screams. reddish neck e 


short tail 


Similar Birds 


EARED GREBE 


| 


i ¢ BEHAVIOR The Horned Grebe eats 
}, as its primary diet mostly fish and some 
) crustaceans as well as aquatic insects. 
‘Tamer than other grebes, it often allows 
a close approach by humans. Its nests 

) are often built so that they are concealed 
| 


More triangular 


head; has black neck 
in summer ® dusky 


neck and black 


cheeks in winter. 


~ WESTERN GREBE 
» CLARK’S GREBE 


WINTER PLUMAGE 


Black abc ve and 


, poorly or not at all. 
»» © BREEDING Monogamous. Most often a solitary nester; 

1) sometimes in loose colonies of 4-6 pairs. 
| © NESTING Incubation 22-25 days by both sexes. Young fed 
by both sexes. First flight in 
45-60 days. 1 brood per year, 
sometimes 2. 


¢ POPULATION Common. 
© CONSERVATION 


white below; much 
larger; much longer 


necks and bills. 


Declining apparently due to 
oil spills and habitat loss. 


, rotting 


Nive Milawebe: 
[Nest Ident aE : ld —— 
ee Floating heap of wet plant material, including underwater pla 


Shape pg Location AAA 


vegetation, rubbish, and mud @ often anchored to vegetation * 3—7 whitish to 


un I: | ices long 


very pale green eggs, usually nest-st 


| 

| 

{ 

| 

Sexes similar | Habitat Nee NS | Migration Migratory ~ [weit | pound sc 


ATE TIME_ LOCATION 


16 e BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


[ maa a —e a _ — 
Famil ) . . Leneth 175 ) a a 
| MY PODICIPEDIDAI Species Podiceps grisegena | ©" 17-21 inches | Wingspan 30-32 inches 


RED-NECKED GREBE 


Slightly smaller than the Weste1 di ( 
| this bird’s neck is much thicker in appeat 
itis the only grebe that shows whit« d ? 
trailing edges on the inner wine \lt 
large bodies of treshwater for breedin 


population spends the winter months 1 
lone, thick 


® SONG On breeding ground, ute yellow bill with 
cnies and crick-crick, during courtship bot @ dark Mp 
sexes make loonlike calls of af-or / 


F / ; , , 
AN-O000, QN-AN-AN-aN-an. 


e BEHAVIOR Feeds primarily 


on small fish and crustaceans a 
| | | @ P¢ddISA foreneck 
Chat iC gathers in dives Co and breast 


25-30 feet. One of 


4 he P 
— 


the shyest grebes around the nest, it often slips away in the JUVENILE WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


presence of intruders. 
© BREEDING Monogamous. Usually a solitary nester but 


sometimes breeds in small colonies. 


Similar Birds 


~ WESTERN GREBI 
¢ NESTING Incubation 20-23 days by both sexes. Young fed =e ~ CLARK'S GREBI 


by both sexes. First flight at 49-70 days. 1 brood per year. Sa a Fares AONE 


necks always white 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common in suitable habitat in below; pale to whitish 


breeding range and along both North Atlantic and North Pacific “sides; red eyes, not 


: F . ’ aa . . dark as in Red- 
coasts In winter. Casual to rare inland from US states bordering 


necked Grebe. 


Canada south to the Gulf Coast in winter. = 
¢ CONSERVATION Declining overall due to pesticides, oil spills 


In marine environments, and 


habitat loss. Recent declines 


Flight Pattern 
due to egg inv tability, shell 


ota) 


thinning from pesticides and 


7 


Direct flight with rapid wing beats 


PCBs, and increased egg 


predation by raccoons. 


Nest Identification 


Plant material, fresh and decaying reeds @ floating or anchored in shallow water 


¢ built by both sexes ¢ 2-6 bluish white or very pale buff eggs that become 


Shape gg Location \{{ t- -d brown, 2.1 inches long 
pven fe ] Nest-staine DrOWR, INCHE ne 
anti’ 


Plumage Sexes similar | T@bitat see ~a Migration Niior 


atory Weight 2 3 pounds 


DATE. CCC UIMMEE LOCATION 


{ARED GREBE 


‘The “ear” for which this bird is named is a wide 
golden tuft of feathers behind the eyes, present 
only in breeding plumage. It has a more 
triangular-shaped head than other grebes and 

is the only one that has a black neck during 


Olden “ears @ 


breeding season. ‘The neck remains 

dusky gray in winter —a good field 

mark. ‘The slender, dark bill 

appears slightly upturned. hlack neck @ 


slender, dark e 
upturned bill 


— 
S ] y > : : : Ly 
SONG Utters soft poo-eee-chk in courtship. Also has grating shrieks. wait ‘ 
e BEHAVIOR Pairs and family groups during the nesting season but often PLUMAGE 


nests in dense colonies of up to several hundred pairs. Breeding 
pairs have several mutual displays, including an upright 
_ “penguin dance” side-by-side on the water. Forages by diving 
-and swimming underwater for aquatic insects, which make up 
“most of its summer diet. Many winter in marine environments, 
where shrimplike crustaceans become their principal food. A 


Similar Birds 


HORNED GREBI 


Reddish neck in 


summer ® white in 


winter plumage; white 


bd POPI ILATI¢ YN ( AOmMmmMmMon. 


Becoming increasingly more 


cheeks (not blackish 
gregarious bird that often gathers in large flocks in winter. like Eared Grebe) in 
‘Tends to ride higher on the water than the somewhat similar winter ¢ gold feathers in 
“Horned Grebe. pei rnen sa ilies 
, © BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. ibove and behind the 
¢ NESTING Incubation 20-22 days by both sexes. Young leave : en es 
nest after last egg hatches. Fed by both sexes. Become fama é 
independent 21 days after | Noe _ Be 
hatching. 1 brood per year, | ma 
sometimes 2. 3 


common in the East in winte! 
Numbers concentrated on lak« 


in Great Basin during migration 


| j : n @ floari lyr ol ed f r¢ 
Made from fresh and decayed veg: i floatin ) | | 
vegetation ® built by both ‘ | | 


nest-stained brown, 1./ inch s lon 


; yaaa 7 Ss pene Neis ; - 
lumage Sexes similar | Habitat yes so _[ Miration Migratory | a sé 10.3 ounces 
aa TIME __ LOCATION 
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Bes, PODICIPEDIDAI Specles Aechmophorus occidentalis | ©°8 22-29 inches | Wingspan 31_40 inches 


| WESTERN GREBE 

| = Tdentical in shape and size to Clark’s Grebe, the 
| Western Grebe shares much of the same range. It he a 
has a long swanlike neck and a slender, greenish 


vellow bill. Like all other grebes, it has feet 


modified tor swimming, and the toes are 
lobed, not webbed as in watertowl. Fish 


make up most of its dict 


© SONG Bold cvck-hreek. Grating. 


whistled ¢ P=7=Cb=67-7 <7 -E 


e BEHAVIOR Both Western and 


Clark’s Grebes have a —_ 
(ONL, SlIENAET, @ 


reentsh yellox 
hy |] 


structure in e dark bach 


Similar Birds 


CLARK’S GREBI 


grayish sides © 


\lmosct identical in all 


the neck that allows rapid, spearlike j 

: ‘ : ; 4 plumages but paler with 
thrusting of the bill. Like all other white Face extendine 
grebes, it practices the peculiar behavior above eye; orange (not 
of carrying newly hatched young snuggled yellow-green) bill ¢ 
. . = . . more similar head 
in the feathers of its back as it swims, and 

; . oe, ae ‘ pattern in winter, when 

even as it dives if disturbed by an intruder. WINTER Western mav have 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. PLUMAGE whiter lore and Clark's 


may have darker lore. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 23—24 days by both 
sexes. Young climb onto parents’ backs within minutes of birth 


HORNED GREBI 


4 In winter, plumage also 
black and white but 


lll much smaller; shorter 


P — se El” og ‘ , ; | neck; short, dark bill. 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common. Casual in East Bt 


during fall migration and winter. 


Flight Pattern 


and leave nest soon. Young fed by both sexes. First flight at 


63-70 days. 1 brood per year. 


© CONSERVATION From 
1890s to 1906, thousands shot 
for feathers to make hats, 
coats, and capes. Oil spills and 


eill nets currently major Causes 


of mortality. Vulnerable also to 
loss of habitat. 


Made of plant material ¢ floating or anchored to standing vegetation in shallow 
water ® built by both sexes @ 1-7 pale bluish white eggs that become nest- 


stained brown; subelliptical to long elliptical, some tending toward oval, 


Shape pg Location | ff 


=e 
2.3 inches long 


Weight 


3.3 pounds 


DATE TIME SC LOCATION 


AMY PODICIPEDIDAE 


Species Aechmophorus clarkii 


CLARK’S GREBE 


Until recently this bird was considered a pale morph of the 
Western Grebe, which it closely resembles in size, shape, 
behavior, habitat selection, and range. It differs in bill color 
and by having a white face above and below the eyes, 
topped by a black cap. ‘The range is not well known. 

e SONG Ascending £7ve-cck. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious; often colonial during the 
breeding season; wintering mostly in large numbers 

along the Pacific coast in salt water. Has structure 

in neck that allows rapid, spearlike thrusting of 

bill. Like other grebes, legs set far back 

under the body make walking on land 

slow and laborious but swimming 


Length 26 inches [wingspan 30—40 inches 


© white face above 
and below eyes 


very short tail a 


pale sides and flanks . 
WINTER 
PLUMAGE 
and diving easy. Courtship behavior much like Western Grebe, 
with water “dances” including pairs running across the surface 


with bodies vertical and necks thrust forward. WESTERN GREBE 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Only other large, black- 
Pe < 5 “ . and-white grebe with a 

¢ NESTING Incubation 23-24 days by both sexes. Precocial dae nego oelionnteen 

Young climb onto parents’ backs within minutes of birth. First bill instead of orange: 

flight at 63-77 days. Young fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. black of cap extends 


down through eye. 


¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common in number; 
accidental in the East. 


¢ CONSERVATION Plume 
hunters once devastated 
populations. Oil spills and 
accidental drowing in gill nets 
are current major causes of 
mortality; also vulnerable to loss 
of habitat. 


Made of floating detritus ¢ in shallow water ¢ built by both sexes * 1-6 bluish 


: , 
white eggs that become nest-stained brown, 2.3 1n¢ hes long 


Shape pg Location Nal 


aioe ae a 


ATE TIME __ LOCATION 


Migration Some migrate 


Weight 33 pounds 
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bmi DIOMEDEIDAI | Species Phyehastria immutabilis | wene™ 35 inches 


LAYSAN ALBATROSS 


Although it breeds almost exclusively on a few 


Wingspan 78_82 inches 


Hawaiian islands, this bird wanders to Alaskan 
waters and the Pacific Coast, where it 1s the 
only regularly occurring albatross with a dark 


back and white head and underparts. “The 
largest seabirds, albatrosses have hooked 


bills with tubular nostrils containing 


WIE Hedd @ 


salt glands that enable them 


to drink seawater. 


creamy pinkish 
e@ gray bill 


dark brownish e 


black tail dark brownish 
black upper 
e whit wings and back 


he 7 uppertail covert 
CTtai\ PINkISA e P/ 


eray feet while e@ 
Under pal / 


e SONG Series of sounds on breeding grounds includes /A/-e/, 
Eh-eh-eh, a whine, a whinny, moans, inhalations, and a squeak. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Performs elaborate courtship dance similar to that 
of other albatrosses. Spends most of its life at sea, tra\ eling to land 
only to nest. Must either run into the wind to take off from water 
or land, or jump into the air from a sea cliff like other albatrosses. 
Feeds largely on squid taken from water surface at night. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Highly colonial. 


e NESTING Incubation 65—66 days by both sexes. Altricial 
young stay in nest 140-150 days. Fed by both sexes, who SHY ALBATROSS 
lecrinains ice tt iii f wae { 6 \ccidental; larger; 
diTCMMale Ac ) -C c Oraging. -T yCar. ; 
C C YS Cot Ing WC WaLvINEG YOOC | Cl Ve iT yellow-tipped, yellowish 
® POPULATION Uncommon off Alaskan coast in spring and gray bill; more extensive 
summer; rare to casual off remainder of Pacific Coast. ‘Total of white on rump and 


about 100,000 and expanding. ——— 
© CONSERVATION Populations on Midway Island growing 

because of decreased human 
activity. ‘Thousands killed in 


Flight Pattern 


19th century for millinery trade 
TR. LN sy . and for feathers for pillows and 
wn ° mattresses. Now thousands 
killed annually by drift nets and 
f namic soaring and glides; stays aloft long-line Pieheiies. 
tor hours with little flapping of wings 


building begun by female, finished by both sexes. 1 creamy-white egg, usually 


LOC — with brown spotting and a cap of reddish brown on the blunt end; ovate or 
ee Location bdase 


I Shallow depression with built-up rim of leaves, twigs, and sand ¢ on ground ¢ 
| elliptical ovate, 4 inches long. 
} 


| Plumage 


Sexes similar Habitat aon 


Migration Migratory Weight 7.1 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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ne ; f an 9 . 
Length 32 inches | Winesp N 70_80 inches 


Family DIOMEDEIDAE 


BLACK-FOOTED ALBATROSS 


Lhe most frequently encountered albatross off the 
») Pacific Coast of North America, the Black-footed 


' 
®| Albatross appears as a large mostly all-dark seabird 
§) soaring on long slender stiff wings. ‘Uhe bird ts sooty 


S| brownish black with a dark bill, legs, and feet. Many 
{ birds have dark undertatl coverts, although some 


CHILISA FUN 


*} show white ones. 


e SONG Mostly silent at sea. Groans or squeals 
©} when in groups on land or at sea. 


Wound face al 
@ hase of bill 


: a 
wMnilorvmily dark 
Plumage ADVE 
and [hi la A ° 


whitish upper 


tail coverts 


@ dark bill 


} white undertail 
- ~— coverts 


} ® BEHAVIOR The Black-footed Albatross breeds primarily in 
and around the Hawaiian archipelago. ‘This bird often follows 
ships at sea for hours, sometimes feeding on garbage thrown 
overboard. Its clumsy takeoffs and landings on nesting islands 

}, have contributed to its nickname of “gooney bird.” 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous with lifelong pairing. Colonial. 

~ @ NESTING Incubation 65-66 days by both sexes. Semialtricial 

young remain in nest 140-150 days. Young are fed by both 

}} sexes, with male and female alternating days of feeding their 

. young and foraging. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon 

but regular. Numbers are stable. 

¢ CONSERVATION Protected 
on nesting islands from the 
collection of eggs. It also is 
protected from the killing of 
chicks and adult birds. 


SHORT- TAILED 
\LBATROSS 

\ccidental © older 
juveniles are dark 


showing some white 1n 


face; pink feet, legs, 


and bill. 


Shallow scrape in sand in colonies ® 1 creamy white egg. 


Shape -y¢- Location 


4 t— 


JATE TIME LOCATION 
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Species fy /marus glacialis 


NORTHERN FULMAR 
When threatened by an enemy or handled by a person, 


the Northern Fulmar discharges a foul-smelling oi] from 


Length 19 inches Wingspan 42 inches 


Family PROCELLARIIDAE 


its stomach by spitting. ‘Phis audacious bird follows 
fishing boats, often closely, to take advantage of refuse. 
The light morph is superficially gull-like in 


appearance, but its stifft-winged flight 1s 

e pale wing patch 
at base of gray 
primarve ) 


like a shearwater’s. It is mostly gray 
above with a white chest and belly; the 
dark color morph is gray overall. 
Fulmars are rarely seen from shore 
rounded, 
proportionally 

@ laree white head 


away from the breeding colonies, 

except during storms. short, rounded § 
al To , . . } if 

e SONG When feeding, makes & 64" “ 


chucking and grunting noises. 
me i = large raised 


During breeding season makes a » nasal tubes 

variety of guttural calls. Pa / 

e BEHAVIOR Gregarious. | / 

Highly pelagic; may not come ah a ‘< anere, Deaey 
oO in line aE — yellow bill 

ashore until 34 years old. with hooked = 

Grabs food with beak from just © /ip 


below surface and eats on the 
water. Sometimes makes shallow 


\ thick 
“hull” neck 


dives, using wings and feet for 
propulsion. Eats variety of fish, 


crustaceans, squid, marine worms, and 
DARK 


MORPH 


carrion. Feeds alone, in pairs, or in 
flocks. Drinks seawater by sucking it up 
dove-fashion. In flight carries wings 


stiffly and wheels up tn arcs over waves 


by taking advantage of winds. Light morph generally similar to 


® BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 
© NESTING Incubation 52-53 days 
by both sexes. Semialtricial young fed 
by both sexes. First flight at 

46-51 days. 1 brood per year. 

@ POPULATION Common; 

abundant in some places. In winter found at sea off both coasts. 
® CONSERVATION 


Population growth possibly 


gulls, which have a more slender 
neck; thinner bill without nasal 
tubes; deep, steady flapping wing 
beats (not stiff-winged) 

¢ also generally similar to other 
shearwaters, which have more 
pointed wings; darker, thinner bill; 
most do not follow ships. 


Flight Pattern 
a supported by fishery wastes in 
North Sea. Humans, introduced 
predators, and avian predators 
take a toll, but humans are 
major predator for meat, eggs, 
and feathers. 


! j ‘ 
} Flap and glide flight on bowed wings with 


bursts of saff wing beats alternating with 


| penods of effortless banking and gliding 


Nest Identification 


Slight depression on ground ® sometimes layered with pebbles * may be built by 


both sexes ® | white or off-white egg, often nest-stained and occasionally 


ab’ 


marked with reddish brown; subelliptical, 2.9 inches long. 


ABE Coyvec cimilar | Habit i i . i 
e© Sexes similar | T8Ptt 23% Me Migration Migratory Welent: 21.5 ounces 


ME LOCATION 
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FamilY PROGELLARIDAE Species Prerydroma ultima |*°8" 15-16 inches | Wingspan 38 inches 


MURPHY’S PETREL 
Since it prefers to live on open tropical seas, Murphy’s Petrel is usually 
about forty miles away from shore when it is spotted. It does not 
hold its wings as stiffly as do other gadfly petrels, and its flight ts 
rapid and vigorous with great wheeling arcs that carry it well 
above the horizon. In flight Murphy’s Petrel appears 
entirely dark with a faint M pattern across its wings and 
back. Note the white flash on the underwings at the 
base of the primaries, the pale legs and feet, 
and — visible only at close range — the black 
toes with distal webbing. 

eray or 


brownish gray 
plumage @ 


wedge-shaped tail 


+ © SONG Usually silent at sea. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Feeds while in flight. Diet consists mostly of 

* squid as well as crustaceans. Generally it uses its beak to grasp 
’ its prey on or near the surface of the ocean. It does not follow 
ships. Spends its time at sea and ts seen near land only at its 

| breeding grounds. 

~ ®@ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 50-54 days by both sexes. 

Semialtricial young fed by both sexes by regurgitation. Young 
usually are abandoned by the adult birds when fully grown at 
90-100 days, then fly out to 
sea 2 days later, not reuniting 
with the parents. 

¢ POPULATION Status is 
not well known. Rare to casual 
off the Pacific Coast of 


Swift flight, alternating several rapid stiff Mexico, California, Oregon, 
wing beats with long glides. Soaring arcs. 


and Washington. 


white on base of 
Mill, chin, throat, 
and variably on 
° sides a lave 


© black bill 


@ faint but discernable 
dark M pattern across 
UpperTwings 


WEDGE-TAILED 
SHEARWATER 

Dark morph lacks white 
at base of bill © in flight 
skims waves with 


extremely stuff wings. 


NORTHERN FULMAR 
Dark morph has yellow 
bill; more rounded 
wings; broader body; 
high forehead. 


No nest material in burrow @ male and female will excavate burrow together 
or use preformed burrow ® may return to burrow from previous year @ 1 white 


egg; oval, 2:4 inches long. 


UMABE Sexes similar | Habitat aan Migration Migratory Weight 12.7 ounces 


ATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PROCELLARIDAE 


MOTTLED PETREL 
Also known as the Scaled Petrel, this medium-sized 
bird nests only on the islands surrounding New 
Zealand. It has a history of being a vagrant, 


so the possibility exists for it to make a distinct black 


baron white 


rare appearance around the North dered eo 
Atlantic seaboard; however, \ a 
North American birdwatchers dark ora 

are most likely to spot it off overall with 


mottled gray and 


the southern coast of 
white MARINES @ 


Alaska or well off the US 

Wes c pare \ li Pe white face 
reat sedan iv SO ITATS blends fo dark 

bird, it prefers the CTUY (TORN @ 

open sea and does not 

follow fishing boats. heavily marked & 


Seen from above, a black bille 
wedge-shaped 


dark bar across the 
ihe leschin white throat © tail 

back and the leading par ey ane Ja 

edge of the wings r = 


forms an M pattern. 

e SONG Silent at sea. 
While breeding gives 
high-pitched repetitive 
rapid “#-77-7. Also a deep 
bugle-note, goo-00. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Like most q 
petrels, eats small squid and ay 

some small fish. Solitary or in V4 

pairs away from breeding 

grounds. Displays high arcing 

flight typical of gadfly petrels, 

especially in windy conditions; 

at sea flight often is directional and very rapid. 
e BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 


e NESTING Incubation 54 days by both sexes. Young 
semialtricial; first flight is at about 90-105 days. 
® POPULATION Uncommon off the southern coast of Alaska 
and Aleutian Islands; rare to casual well off US West Coast. 
Accidental in New York. 
© CONSERVATION No 
concerns have been reported, 
although breeding range has 
been restricted by the loss of 
nesting burrows because of 
Dashing flight, alternating high soaring human intrusion as well as 
ives and glides with rapid wing beats. . 

introduced predators. 


@ gray belly 
fleshy legs and feet 
with distal webbing 
and black toes 


COOkK’S PETREL 
All-white underparts 

and under wing; outer 
tail feathers whiter. 


BULLER’S 
SHEARWATER 

White underparts; 
paler gray upperparts 
with black cap; black 
wing tips; diagonal bar 
on inner wing forms M 
pattern on back. 


No nest material in burrow ¢ atop small pile of grasses, in cliffs or rock 
crevices, or in caves, about 30-36 inches deep ® built by both sexes ¢ 1 white 


gg; oval, 2.3 inches long. 


sisi NOR ax | Migration Migratory Weight 11.1 ounces 


DATE _ TIME LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes 


é 
P 
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Length 10.5 inches [ Wirespan 25~26 inches | 


Family PROCELLARIDAE Species Prerydroma cookii 


7 OOK’S PETREL 


‘This petrel breeds on the islands off New Zealand 


but migrates regularly to Pacific waters neat 


North America, where it is among the most 
numerous Prerodroma petrels seen in 
summer off the California coast. It ts 
named for the English explorer 
Captain James Cook, who 
navigated around the 

— world and explored 

~ New Zealand. ‘his 
bird is rarely seen 
because it prefers the 
open seas. In flight it | 
appears long-winged pale bluish e 
and long-tailed with a purple legs 

= : and feet 

distinctive dark M 


, F , 
wile forehead 


pale gray back and 
uppertail coverts @ 


Mh a SCAl 


pallern Dlended 


; é dark ear patch hookede 
across its upperwings; ie 
it has white outer tail hill 
feathers with black- 
tipped central tail feathers. weenie) Ores 


; ; 
underparts ANd 


» ® SONG Call on breeding 
, grounds at night is a 
rapidly repeated /#/-//-/7 or 
whik-kek-kek. Purring and 
crooning sounds can be 
» heard from burrows. 
> © BEHAVIOR Highly 
pelagic but does not follow 
_ ships. Skims water searching 
! for prey and snatches prey from 
| surface; rarely makes shallow dives. Diet poorly known; likely BUI 
Feats squid and small fish. At night some juveniles appear in the ~~ SHEARWATER 


UNdETONMN 


e@ darker M on wine 
How wi flight 


»suburbs of Aukland, perhaps confused by city lights. Larger in size; black 
= % . ° ; 7 head; dark wedge- 
-® BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. shaped til Mon back 


¢ NESTING Incubation 45-55 days by both sexes. Semialtricial 
young fed by both parents. Chick abandoned at 90-100 days 
and soon flies out to sea. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon. 
Ranges as far north as Aleutians 
and off northeast Pacific Coast 
from spring to fall. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Introduction of predators 


has much more contrast: 


lacks dark ear patch 


Flight rapid and erratic; batlike, with fast 
jerky wing beats and much weaving and 
banking interrupted by high soaring arcs. 
A strong wheeling flight. 


around nesting colonies causing 


some decline. 


Bare soil with no material added ® burrow dug, or old one cleaned out by 


both parents @ usually on high forested slope on islands @ 1 oval white egg. 


Habitat pox Migration Migratory Weight 5.8 ounces 


ATE TIME Js > LOCATION 


MABE Sexes similar 


e BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


[Fa 
r 


Specles Pyrydroma longirostris 


milly PROCELLARUDAE 


ao Tram IC ee . 
STEINEGER’S PETREL 


his bird breeds on the Juan Fernandez Islands off 
the coast of Chile and oft the islands ot New Zealand 
(P./. pycroft). In the 4 Wl, birdwatchers trom 


California may be able to spot this petrel flying 
© brownish gray wings with 


well off the coast. It is Known to associate with hlackish greater coverts and 


Cook’s Petrel. In flight this petrel appears outer primaries 
mostly white on the underparts, and the 


upperparts are a deep gray-brown, 


contrasting with the black cap and 


hindneck. ‘The upperwing 1s a deep 
dark brownish gray 


tail, mottled white 
on outer web of 
e outer tail feathers 


PTUV-OTORN 


s Up pe Parts 


brownish gray, with the blackish 

greater coverts and outer primaries eatin i 
forming an M pattern linked across 
the lower back. ‘The tail is a 
uniform brownish gray, darkest at 
the tip and with narrow white . 
mottling on the outer web of = 
the outermost feathers. In . 
flight from below, underwings eis wiiok 
show narrow black margins; legs 
and feet are bluish. Juveniles are @ Mack 1111 
similar to adults but have grayer 

upperparts, contrasting more 

sharply with the dark half hood. 

® SONG Usually silent at sea. 

Vocalizations around nesting 

colony unrecorded. 

® BEHAVIOR Solitary at sea away 


from breeding grounds or flies in 


j 


Similar Birds ; 


COOk’S PE'TREL 
More extensive white 


company of other petrels and shearwaters. 


Skims water for squid and small fish. Rarely 


dives for food. Does not follow ships. Activities 


around nesting colonies are primarily nocturnal. edging on tail; paler 


i> \I> 1 4 6 
@ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 


frosty gray crown, nape, 


and upperparts lack 


® INESTING Breeding biology poorly Known; incubation | contrast between crown 

estuumated at 51—54 days by both sexes. Semialtricial young stay — L and neck, 

In nest estimated 90-100 days; fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Accidental to 


| Flight Pattern casual in fall in pelagic waters 


EE — | off coast of southern California. 
| Se relia Lge . 
yh se Sehr | Se RE A) CONSERVATION 
oe jo ___| Vulnerable to destruction of 
| ra l bathke, with | . 
| | eggs, young, and adult birds by 
1D n ; 5 . 
gc Wiel introduced predators on Its 
ind sp ner nesting islands. 
— — — —— Tees —_—— 
Nest Identification 
: ———————— No nest material © bare soil in burrow or crevice on island; burrow excavated or 
. 26 | cleaned out by both sexes ¢ one white egg; oval, 1.9 x 1.3 inches. 
a] Rag a 
Nepsbaee ce «ae Weigh : 
ap pS RNS Migration Migratory eight Undetermined 


LOCATION 


Length 42 inches WINSPAN 3() inches 
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Family PROCELLARIDAE pecles C’a/g om [tenet 19 inches | Wingspan 48 inches 


STREAKED SHEARWATER 

‘This Eurasian species is rare in North dark brian pitiary 
America. It is most likely to be seen in underwing coverts @ 
Hawaii and, occasionally, off the coast of 
California in autumn. Uhis shearwater 

is the most abundant breeding 

seabird in Japan. Its dark grayish 

brown upperparts have a pale 

feather edging that gives a 

scaled effect. White fringes 

on long uppertail coverts streaked 
may form an indistinct dark brown 
band over the tail. ‘The cil 
pale head ts lightly 

streaked and may look gyi, 
white at a distance; this —_ forehead 
attribute, coupled 

with the stiff-winged 

flight, may suggest a 

light morph fulmar. 


dark brown 
tail and flight 
Ke athers o 


@ pink legs 
and feet 


e SONG Silent at pink bill with 
sea. Vocalizations dark tip 
fe breeding white head with ¢ 
» grounds have not fine pale brown 
been recorded. streaking 


. © BEHAVIOR 
Gregarious. Pelagic 

> except on breeding 

islands. Feeds by diving 

in shallow water or by 


~ swooping down while in cates 
O us 


_ flight to pick up prey with j Sr Kone 
bill. Eats small fish and squid. 4 Light morph has 
» © BREEDING Monogamous. eee. Completely white 
ie : head; white 
| olonial. Nests on isolated islands ' underparts; grayish 
_ off coast of Japan. black; large, stubby 
x : ’ : ps *Ilow bill. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 47-58 days by both sexes. Semialtricial diac 


young fed by both sexes at night. First flight at around 90 days. 
1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Rare to 
casual off the coast of central 
California. 
¢ CONSERVATION In native 
‘ As ‘ = > mee! oat y ato 
Languid but purposeful flight with loose, cs threatened by fishing ye 
rather angled wings. Light and graceful habitat loss, and introduced 
flapping and gliding. predators such as cats. 


Made with no materials or a small amount of grasses @ 1 white egg;, elliptical, 


Shape oe Cad Od Location —_ z, 1.9 x 3 inches. 
mumMaBe Sexes similar | Habitat aan sve Migration \ieratory Weight Undetermined 


ATE TIME LOCATION 


SO ® Bl 


NOR ET] \ 


RDS Ol 


Family 


7 


| 
| 


PINK-F OOTE D SHE 
Seen off the Pacific Oas ear Ua 


this seabird returns every wintel 


breeding grounds near Chile. It spe 
time at sea but because it preters s 
shelf waters it can be seen trom sh 
with other types of shearwaters anc 


combination of the dark-tipped pi 


underparts with mottled whitish ut 


flight 


brown, 


eathers bordered blackish 


and gray-brown 
upperparts 1s diagnostic. 
‘The extent of the 


mottling on 


Ly 
Dlack-t 
Pink [0 
UNGdCTR 


e@ dark grayish 


ys / LD ee: / 
MPs ANd (Trailing 0O1dE) 


this species’ underwings and flank 
Coast waters this 1s the most comn 
shearwaters associated with large 
e SONG Silent except on breedin 
not been recorded. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Highly pelagic. So 


plunging into water while flying to grab prey. 
pick: up food from surtace. Diet cx 
nd crustaceans. Rarely follows shi 


2p Pe | Fi AA 
® DREEDING Monogamous. 


Pi ROCELLARIIDAE | Species Puffinus creatopus | -&98™ 


ipped @ and th 


flocks of Sooty Shearwaters. 


Colonial. 


ength 19 inches 


LRWATER 


lhifornia and Oregon, 

He SUT Cry tO: Les 
nds mos yt 1S 
hallow continental 
ore, often feeding 

1 boobies. [he 
i1kish bill, white 
\derwings, 

/ (p) d @ 


PInkis / white belly e 


VEHOR OT 


WL 


s is highly variable. In Pacific 
10n of the white-bellied 


eg grounds, where voice has 


licary or gregarious. keeds by 
Also dives or 
ynsists of small fish, squid, 


ps. 


ys by both SEXCS. Fed by 


ys. | brood per year. 
@ POPULATION Common 
spring through fall off Pacific 
Coast; uncommon in Gulf of 
\laska. Rare in winter. 
CONSERVATION Declining 
because of introduced predators 
on some islands where it nests. 


usly © 1 white egg; oval, 


® NESTING Incubation 48—56 da 
both sexes. First flight at 89-95 da 
ia Py ese | 
| Flight Pattern | 
—T ————l 
| | | 
| 4 t A » & ¥ a8 | % we  s ee | 
| | 
a : _| 
| 1} j 
| i 
[{_ se, 2 etre ree tae = = ree ae i 
Nest identification 
) 
OS. lle 
7 a eee one [eee 
[ 7 | | 5 ee a 
iv } | t ft 
Sex pens 222 


“[ieration Migratory Weigh 1.6 pounds 1.6 pounds 


LOCATION 


y island © burrow either freshly excavated or cleaned if used 
2.8 x 1.8 inches. 


Wingspan 43 inches 


mottled gray underwing 
e coverts and axillaries 


mottled 
brownish 
undertail 
coverts and 


e flanks 


@ pink legs 
and feet 


BLACK-VENTED 
SHEARWATER 
Smaller; black bill; dark 


capped appearance; 


darker upperparts; less 
mottling on underparts; 
dark undertail coverts; 
fast flutter-and-glide 
flight pattern. 
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Species Pyffinus carneipes 


FLESH-FOOTED SHEARWATER 


rr. . ; 
This large dark seabird spends more time near shore 


Wingspan 39 


‘amily PROCELLARIIDAE Length 4 9_ 


20 inches 


43 inches 


than most pelagic birds. Nesting on islands off New 
Zealand and Australia, stragglers make rare visits 
to North America and can be spotted off the 
Pacific Coast from Alaska to California. ‘Vhis 
adept diver often joins flocks of terns and 
gulls. In flight it appears brownish black — si/very / Sight 
with a creamy pink bill, legs, and feet. In 470w Cases of 
. . a 2s UNAeTWINE 
good light the bases of the underwing 
primaries look silvery. 
e SONG Usually silent except on 
breeding grounds, where it makes a 
distinct mewing call. Also gives 
brief series of gug gug gugs, 
expanding to ku koo ah, 
which leads into shrieking. 
e¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. 
Feeds in open companies 
with other species but 
forms rafts at dusk off 
breeding grounds and é creamy pink 
. when food is concentrated. legs and feet 
Usually forages for food by 
diving from water’s surface. 
’ Also feeds by skimming 
- surface, extending pink feet to 
tread water between shallow 
» belly flops. Eats fish and squid. 
. Often follows fishing trawlers. 
» Sometimes dives for bait on 
fishing lines. 


bie 


» ¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 


» © NESTING Incubation by both 
sexes, but period of time unknown. 


primaries 


@ GATK PTO) 


QVETAL 


laree (TCA) pink 
@ hill with dark tip 


Similar Birds 


SOOTY SHEARWATER 
Black bill: light 


underwings; blackish 


sray legs and feet; faster 


wing beats 


SHORTI-TAILED 
SHEARWATER 
Smaller; black bill; all 


dark, but sometimes 


with pale, often 


concentrated, 
underwing linings that 
form a panel; 


sometimes has whitish 


by both sexes. First flight at ee OR | 


89-95 days. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Rare in 
summer and fall off the West 
Coast from California to Alaska. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to pollution of 
marine environment, oil spills, 


| 
Young stay in nest 92 days. Fed chin; blackish gray feet 
| 
4 


Slow flight with stiff-winged flapping and i ‘ : 
gliding near water surface. In higher flight and introduction of predators at 


soars and arcs, wheeling on stiff wings. nesting colonies. 


Scrape of vegetation in dry burrow lined with grass roots, feathers, and rush 


stems ® at end of tunnel 3-6 feet long * from near sea level to high on hills 


¢ 1 white egg, 2.9 x 1.8 inches. 


nn . RIM. 
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| Family PROCELLARIIDAE 


WEDGE-TAILED SHEARWATER 
‘The all-dark morph of this large shearwater 1s the form 
most often seen off the Pacific Coast. ‘Phere ts also a 
light morph with dark upperparts and mostly white 
underparts. On both morphs the long tail appears 


pointed in flight and extends well beyond the 
pinkish legs and feet. ‘The tail appears 
wedge-shaped only when spread in banking 
turns or landing. 

© SONG On breeding grounds gives 
a mournful wailing £a-wo000-er. 
Mostly silent at sea. 


long darker e 
tail 


dark gray bill e 
Ww ith black Mp 


trailing edge of e— 
upper WINGS 


DARK 
MORPH 


| @ BEHAVIOR Languid w ing beats with long periods of 

soaring, often in banking circles at slow speeds. Wings held 

| bowed and angled forward to wrists then bent back. Eats squid. 
@ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 

® NESTING Incubation 48-56 days by both sexes. Semialtricial 
| young remain in nest 99-115 days; fed by both sexes. 1 brood 

| per VCar, 

¢ POPULATION Stable. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to predation, 
particularly from introduced 
predators, and habitat loss at 
nesting colonies; also to human 


Flight Pattern 


| Species Puffinus pacificus | Length 17_19 inches | Wingspan 38_41 inches | 


LIGHT 
MORPH 


ie 


Similar Birds iz 


FF LESH-FOOTED 
SHEARWATER 

Similar to dark morph 
but has creamy pinkish 
bill; short rounded tail; 
buoyant flight on well- 


bowed wings. 


SHOR TI-TAILED 
SHEARWATER 

Similar to dark morph 
but has short blackish 
bill; dark sooty brown 
overall; some have pale 
grayish bar on 
underwing linings; 
blackish gray legs and 


Téet. 


BULLER’S 
SHEARWATER 

Similar to light morph 
but lacks cap and M 
pattern on upperparts; 
has dark wing ups and 
trailing edges on 
underwings. 


> m \ r SION lappime \ ) 4 . " » Paes ‘ 
| BOATING waln StOW TSP PINE Winle beats impact on prey fish populations. 
| _ | 
a ee — 
| | Vest ldentification 
) eee a oF | [Lined with plant material ¢ in ground in shaded area ® built by both sexes 
} | a | @ will nest above ground when burrows are scarce * 1 white egg, often 
| = SA ~ 
| ; bo Cau mas a nest-stained; long oval, 2.5 inches long. 
L a es a ae Rea 
riut A ADR ee aerate ae Habitat as i i : i 
| eXCS SIMMA | Wo" BER NWS Migration Migratory Weight 13.7 ounces 


DATI riM LOCATION 
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| Winespan 38 inches 


family PROCELLARIIDAE Species Pyffinys bulleri | Lenath 16 inches 


BULLER’S SHEARWATER 
‘The blackish cap, primaries, and wedge 
shaped tail of this shearwater 


contrast strongly with 
\\ Os l/ 


pall ron 
® Up pe part 


its gray upperparts 
and conspicuously 
white underparts. 
Also visible from 
below are the bird’s 
lone hlack 
wedge haped 


} 
@ fail 


pale yellowish to pink 

legs and feet. A wide 
black bar crosses the 
upper wing coverts, 
creating a W- or M-pattern 
across the wings and back. 
The striking pattern ts 

_ unique in the Pacific to this 
shearwater, which was 

| formerly called the New 
Zealand Shearwater. From late | 
November to early April, these | 
striking shearwaters are @ dark 
concentrated around their only hooked till 
known breeding place in the 

world, the Poor Knights Islands 


black (ap @ 


off the northern coast of New white 
Zealand. After the breeding season underparts 


they disperse widely as far north as 

Japan and the Gulf of Alaska. 

¢ SONG Largely silent. 
.@ BEHAVIOR Lands on water to pick at 

small crustaceans and squid on surface or ducks 
head just beneath to snatch food. Extremely graceful 

in flight, with buoyant albatross-like flight close to 

water surface. In strong winds, flies in wide, swinging arcs. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 51 days by both sexes. Semialtricial 
young stay in nest about 100 days. Fed at night through 
regurgitation by both sexes. 
e¢ POPULATION Feral pigs 
wiped out some island 
populations. Since pigs were 
eradicated in 1936 populations 
have rebounded. Current total 


In strong winds soars, banks, and skims about 2 million. 
the surface, rarely beating wings. Or, deep, 


———— —— 


Ss Neilar Bids 


Unmistakable. No other shearwater 
in the eastern Pacific has the striking 
M pattern on upperparts. 


strong wing beats with long glides. 


> oe 
y y 
sa 


: ba ks eee ie 
IN RPSL ty 4 
Nest Identification 


Leaves, twigs, and pebbles ¢ on ground ¢ up to 10 feet long ® built by both sexes 


e | white egg. 


eee 5 2? pounds 


ATE TIME LOCATION 


lumage Sexes similar 


62 e BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


| Family PROCELLARIDAE 


SOOTY SHEARWATER 


visitor off both the 
Atlantic and Pacific 
Coasts, this stocky short 
necked sooty brown bird 
is probably the best- 


known shearwater In 


North American waters. 
It normally feeds well 
offshore, but during 
strong onshore winds 
hundreds of birds may 
be seen by observers 
from the shoreline. 
Look for the long 
slender dark wings 

with silvery gray 
underwing coverts. 
Some birds may have 

a white underwing 
lining. Legs and feet 
are blackish. 

e SONG ‘The Sooty 
Shearwater is silent except for 
noisy squeals when squabbling 


® dark sooty brown 


for food. Also makes inhaled and plumage, darkest on 


exhaled so0-wah-koo-wah-koo-wah tail and primaries 
when on breeding grounds. 

® BEHAVIOR ‘This bird often gathers in large flocks. Does not 
follow ships like some other seabirds, but is attracted to fishing 
trawlers. Flies with long glides on long narrow slightly swept- 
back wings. Sometimes makes short dives for fish, squid, and 
crustaceans. May plunge to dive on open wings from several 
feet above water. 

¢ BREEDING Colonia 


isolated islands in the southern oceans. 


. The Sooty Shearwater nests on various 


Taam 1" ° ge = ; . + Me 
® NESTING Incubation 52-56 days by both sexes. Semialtricial 
young remain in nest for about 


| Q7 J ‘ ms - 4 
| Fireht Pattern | / days. Adults usually leave at 
7 night. Young fed by both sexes 


re at night. 


| 4 ~ - A 
| | ¥y all mY ¢ POPULATION The Sooty 


with a total population of more 
than 10 million. 


Vest Identification 


8 egg; elliptical, 1.9 x 3 inches. 


Migration \fjor 
5 


atory 


LOCATION 


A COMMON SUMMC!I ee ‘J On 1€Ha 


| -——_ - Shearwater is an abundant bird, 


Made of leaves and grass ® up to 10 feet long ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 1 white 


Weight 1.8 pounds 


® Jong 


dark bill 


| Similar Birds | | 


SHORT-TAILED ia 
SHEARWATER 

Shorter bill; less 

contrasting grayer 
underwing linings often 
restricted to a panel on 

the median secondary | 
coverts and extending ‘, 
slightly onto the inner 
median primary coverts; 
underwings may be 

dark overall, lacking 


pale panels ¢ only in 
the West. 
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eae 


i i . . , J »] ¢ ’ , 
Family PROCELLARIIDAE | Species Puffinus tenuirostris | Leneth 16-17 inches | Wingspan 38-39 inches | 


SHORT-TAILED SHEARWATER 


Also known as the “muttonbird” in 


‘Tasmania and Australia, where 
millions nest, this bird and its 
young are often taken for 
their down and fat, and 

| for food. Some have gray 
bars on the underwing 

| coverts, and these 

| birds especially 
resemble the Sooty 

| Shearwater. Many 

appear all dark 


short dark © 
bill 


dark sooty brown e 
plumage over 
entire body 


some have e | a Rg A | 
: rrayish barrin blackish gray @ Similar Birds 
above and below, but some in : ‘ | 


under wing feet and lee 


SHI 


molt have a pale chin and face, 
giving a capped appearance. 


ripe le, cape 


ea ~ , Sys A ; . 
e SONG Wailing, crooning, and sobbing on breeding grounds. 
Usually silent at sea. 


- 7 . : . . SHEAI KI 
¢ BEHAVIOR Highly migratory, traveling great distances. Laver pink bill 
Gregarious, often gathering in great numbers, with more than pinkish gray | 


SOO 
| c 1 
| H 

,, 60,000 per hour recorded to pass the coast of southern Australia. 
| Sometimes follows boats. Feeds on fish and squid on water WEDGE-TAILED 


SHEARWATER 
Dark morph has long 


. surface or in short swimming dives. 
¢ BREEDING Colonial. : 
¢ NESTING Incubation 52-55 days by both sexes. Semialtricial feet 
young fed at night by both sexes through regurgitation. Young 


leave nest after abandonment at 


| 29 ep ; : é 


thereafter. 1 brood per year. 


@¢ POPULATION Stable and 
thriving. More than 20 million. 
: ® CONSERVATION Not 
Purposeful strong flaps followed by 


| | long glides: often soars for long periods, reported, but Many young 


especially on brisk winds. harvested on breeding grounds. 


i Nest Identification 
Lined with grasses ® on ground on islands ® built by both sexes ¢ 1 white e 


Shape F—™ location elliptical, 1.85 x 2.80 inches. 
ogc LS 


Habitat aos Migration Migratory 


a ee)! | — 12S LOCATION .- 


) ‘ Meee i 
lumage Sexes similar Weight 197 pounds 
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) 
‘ 


ICA 


Family prOCcELLARIIDAE 


SPECIES Py ffinus opisthomelas | Length 13_14 inches 


Wingspan 


30-35 inches 


BLACK-VENTED SHEARWATER 


Unlike most shearwaters, this bird sometimes can be seen from 


shore. I teeds relativels close to the coa 


stand dives with tts 


wings partially opened. Formerly considered a subspecies ot 


the Manx Shearwater, it occasionally follows ships. In flight 


the white flanks extend around the sides of the rump, 


eiving the appearance of a narrow white patch on 


each side of the uppertail — a good field mark. 


The upperwing ts blackish brown, anc 
underwing ts white with a black tip and 
narrow trailing edge. Legs and feet are 


blackish with purplish webbing. 
© SONG Largely silent at sea. 
®e BEHAVIOR Swims well. 


Dives into water to feed: 
sometimes “flies” underwater, 
using wings to help it swim. 
Feeds no more than 

10 miles from the shore. 

Eats a variety of fish, 
crustaceans, and squid. 
Nocturnal around 


nesting colonies. white flanks 
extend around 
the sides of 


TuMip 


® NESTING Incubation 51 days by both sexes. Semialtricial 
young fed by both sexes by regurgitation for about 60 days, then 
abandoned; young have “starving period” for 11-15 days. First 


fight at 70-75 days. 1 brood per year. 


® POPULATION Fairly common and stable. Seen off of the 
California coast from August to 
May. Casual north to 
southwestern British Columbia. 
© CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to the introduction 


Flight Pattern 


the 


of predators on its breeding 
colony islands as well as to 
human disturbance. 


@ whit 
underparts 


Nest Identification 


Lined with grass ® sometimes in rocky ground from 6-8 feet deep ® built by 


> 


sexes ® 1 white egg, elliptical, 2 x 1.3 inches. 


Migration Nonmigratory 


ne Pas ore on , both 
| . on Ro) ane — ih 
| eae eee | 
sol Sexes similar | “@bitat aan rea 
ATI TIMI 


LOCATION 


dark hla kish Cap 


9 extends below eye 


e variable dusky 
mottling on sides 
of breast 


MANX SHEARWATER 
Dark bill; dark blackish 


brown above with cap 
extending below eye; 
white below with white 
undertail coverts 


¢ accidental. 


cons Comps er ~, 


py NFP D, ad 
$0 


Weight 9 7 ounces 


@ blackish bill 
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amily HY DROBATIDAE Specles Qreanodroma furca Length 8_9 inches [ winespan 18 inches 


~ . " » . " 
/FORK-TAILED STORM-PETREL 
As the only blue-gray storm-petrel in its range, this 
bird contrasts strongly with all its darker brownish 


: 


black congeners. ‘The forked tail appears long in 
flight. All tail feathers are narrowly tipped 

| white, and a white outer web, the outermost 
vane of the outer tail feathers, borders its 
entire length. At a distance in bright 


@ medium 


bluish era) 


sunlight, the bird appears almost white, upperparts 
so when sitting on the water it might be 
confused with a phalarope. It has pale 
} bluish pearl-gray underparts, and its 
| legs are dark in color. Juvenile 
plumage is similar to that of the 
adult. In Alaska these cold-water @ darker 
birds are commonly found near gra) 
) forehead 


the shore, especially in fall, and 
near air holes after the water 1s 
covered with ice. 
e SONG Song undescribed; 
- faint squeaking when burrow 
is disturbed or bird removed 
-and held in hand. Noisy 
only on breeding grounds. 
} © BEHAVIOR Primarily 
nocturnal. Flies low to the 
> water, catching prey without 
} alighting. Feeds on small fish 
and crustaceans. Gregarious. 
Often settles on water. When 
about to take flight from water, 
extends wings to allow breeze 
»to lift the weight of its body. 
“Nomadic and follows ships. 
Found on open sea during 
migration and in winter. 
¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous. Colonial. 


® hooke Mh 
dark bill 


| darker gray patch 
passes through eye and 
turns downward on ear 


darker gray 
primaries 


e NESTING Incubation 
37-68 days by both sexes. 
Semialtricial young stay in nest 
51-61 days. Fed by both sexes 
through regurgitation. 1 brood 
per year. 

Flap and glide flight with rapid shallow e POPULATION Common 
wing beats and stiff-winged glide. and stable. 


No lining ® in soft soil on grassy slope or at base of cliff ¢ built by both 
sexes ® 1 dull white egg with wreath of dark purple with black spots, 
1.3 inches long. 


Shape oe Od Location | “ee 


meee Sexes similar | "abitat aan Migration Migratory Weight 1.9 ounces 


ATE TIME LOCATION 


j 
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ae er errr eS : 


Family L}HyDROBATIDAE | Species (yegnodroma leucorhoa | Length §_9 inches | wingspan 18-19 inches} 


—— — 


LEACH’S STORM-PETREL 


| ‘This slender Nne-Wwinged storm-pell 

| can be seen oft both coasts of Nort 
\merica. Some ol the birds tound off 
the Pacific Coast have dark rumps @ /ONg NaTTOu 
rathel than the more COMmMoOn ind NURSES BPH 


conspicuous white rump broken 
— : ATLANTIC 
in the middle by a gray-brown 
stripe. Besides the rump, this 
e lighter grayish inner 

ving Dar on upperwing 


bird’s plumage is entirely 
dark brown. ‘The tail 1s long 
and forked, but the fork 1s 
not always easily seen. It 
has short legs and feet 


that do not reach or 


protrude beyond the up 


of its tail. 
@ SONG Short sharp 


ticking notes ending in 


PACIFIC 


WILSON’S 
STORM-PETREI 


a slurred trill. 


e BEHAVIOR Strictly 


nocturnal on breeding brown 


Shorter, rounded wings; 

feet extend beyond 

erounds. Does not follow squared, not forked, 

pd | 

| ships. Feeds on surface tail; has swallowlike 
C sok . flight pattern 

of water on small squid, 

ASHY STORM-PETREL 

\ND BLACK 


STORM-PETREI 


Both lack the erratic 
flight pattern ® both 


crustaceans, and fish. 
Often feeds with wings 
| held above horizontal 
| while it patters on water 


. ‘ ‘ ve ) . ’ 
| surface. [ts characteristic range off Pacific Coast. 


BAND-RUMPED 
STORM-PETREI 


Larger; shorter wider 


flight is slow, erratic, and 
mothlike, or similar to that of 


| anighthawk. 
WINES; CONSpICuoUsS 


| ® BREEDING \ilonogamous large white rump patch; | 
ind colonial suff-winged glides and ) 
| - zigzag flight like a small } 
| @ NESTING Incubation 38—46 days by both sexes. Semialtrictial | shearwater ® ranges off ) 
| young remain in nest 63-70 days. Fed at night through | Aclantic Coast. 

| regurgitation by both sexes. First flight at 63-70 days. 1 brood 

| per year. 

| Flight Pattern ¢ POPULATION Slight 

| eee ee ee decline, although total 


| | ea. » | population is in the millions. 


| 
— © fA >. ~ 7| ° CONSERVATION Some 
| .. —— declines are showing on islands 
Reuntiine at ema othlike with | 


where humans have introduced 


predator species. 


ee — a | 
} ] y if ye a . 
|| Nest Identification | ILined with leaves and grass ® under grass, rocks, or tree roots, or on bank ® may 
— - - ~-- == = ~~ —----—-—— be built by borh sexes. icthough some literature states only the male digs burrow 
o ey py Location | @ | creamy white egg, often nest-stained and occasionally marked with reddish 
Moy Gig , Naacitands | 1 } > : 
Sortie «= ustt A... — | purple; subelliptical to oval, 1.3 inches long. 
| 
} t 
r — = ~ — ——————— 
i Plumage a... aT ee } Hahitai ee idrati : i 
Sexes similar | ABD Migration Migratory Weight 1.2 ounces 


LOCATION 
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Length 7_¢ 


Wingspan 17 inches 


inches 


family HYDROBATIDAE Specles (eanodroma homochroa 


| — 


_ASHY STORM-PETREL 


Ihe smallest of the all-dark, forked-tailed storm petrels off 


the Pacific Coast, this bird’s short wings give it a chunk’ 
appearance. Coupled with its normally slow fluttering 
flight and shallow wing beats, this helps 

distinguish it from other dark storm 


petrels in its range. 
hla ish UTA) pluma ¢ 
abo Cand below ° 


dark bill e 


bl lar? iT 
| n 
icks pale und iT 
» © SONG Not recorded. Mostly silent at sea. coverts; has muct 
+ © BEHAVIOR Most breed on islands off the California coast. ep 
' Little is Known about its diet, which is believed to consist of LEASI 


STORM-PETREI 


».Small fish, algae, zooplankton, and larvae of the spiny lobster. . 
: Smaller; shorter wet 


Does not follow ships. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 


ped tail 


shay 


) 
} 
| LEACH’S 
i 


¢ NESTING Incubation 44-45 days by both sexes. Semialtricial STORM-PETREI 
young remain in nest approximately 84 days. Fed by both sexes. Dark rump; erratic 


flight pattern 


1 brood per year. 
} © POPULATION Common across limited range. The entire 
population spends summer in 
Monterey Bay. 
¢ CONSERVATION Concern 
in early 1970s when some 


eggshell thinning was 
discovered; due to chlorinated 


Fluttering direct flight pattern with hydrocarbons (DDT) in the 
shallow wing beats. ‘ 


marine ecosystem. 


egg, unmarked or wreathed with faint reddish brown dots; elliptical to short 


4 


| 
| In burrows or under rocks or bushes ® on small islands ¢@ 1 dull creamy white 
elliptical, 1.2 inches long. 


lumage Sexes similar | Habitat ana Migration Nionmigratory | Weight 1.3 ounces 


\ATE _ OU we __. LOCATION . 
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| 


Wingspan 1325-15 inches 


Length ¢, 5-7 


Family HyDROBATIDAE Species (yygnodroma tethys .25 inches 


Tr he i Y ~ Nery > ary ~ 
WEDGE-RUMPED STORM-PETREL 
Krom August to January this small seabird is 


casual off the California coast before it 


returns to the Galapagos Islands and blackish brown large white triangle on rump 
@ overall and uppertail coverts 
extends to lateral tail 

@ coverts and flanks 


islands off the coast of Peru to 


nest. In flight, it shows the 


largest white rump of 
any storm-petrel, often 5 davenntded 


appearing as If Its black tail 
entire rump and tail 


were white. Juveniles 


resemble adults. 
e SONG Gives low 
soft growling calls 


black e e@ Hlack legs and feet 


hill 


© paler brown greater 
secondary coverts on upper 
wing form diagonal bar 


Similar Birds q 


LEACH’S 
STORM-PETREI 


Larger; deeper fork in 


around the breeding 
colony. Also utters 

chirka. Silent at sea. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or 
in pairs or small groups in 
nonbreeding season. Large 


numbers at breeding colonies long pointed 


are active both day and night. wings @ 


It is the only storm-petrel to 
. tail; smaller white rump 


visit nesting burrows in daylight. patch, often divided in 


On its w ay to and from its nesting middle, reduced or 


burrows in the volcanic crevices of the absent in.some bitds.ast 
" r : Chis nied of . 1 | Sir ed southern California 
yreeding colony, this bird often is attacked by Short-earec Koala Honea sie 
Owls on the Galapagos Islands. Feeds far out at sea. Flies over pointed wings: 
water, swooping down to pick up food in skipping bounding bounding — 
nighthawklike flight. 


WILSON’S 
aa S'TORM-PETREL 
Larger; U-shaped white 


rump patch only 


flight, with legs trailing on surface. Does not patter feet on 


water as do some other storm-petrels. Occasionally follows ships. 
Kats mollusks, small crustaceans, plankton, and small fishes. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Male and female mate 
for life. 

)} ®@® NESTING Incubation 41-42 days by both sexes. Semialtricial 
young stay in nest 63—70 days, fed by regurgitation and tended 
by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 


reaches middle of black 
tail; yellow-webbed 
black feet trail beyond 
tail; more fluttery and 
erratic flight. 


| © POPULATION Casual off the Pacific Coast north to the central 
| California coast in fall and 

i Se ee 
Flight Pattern | WillleCr SCasons. 


¢ CONSERVATION 


Vulnerable to introduced 


predators in vicinity of nesting 


—— colonies and to pollution of 
| direct flight with deep wing . . 
marine environments. 


uch ising and banking; often 


} high above the surfac ft the water 
meaner ES. a 


| Vest Identification , 
ao Bes ; No nest materials ® in crevices of rocks or burrow or on ground under shrub, 


= J 23 feet deep * cleaned out or dug by both sexes ¢ 1 white egg; elliptical to 
_ | subelliptical, 1.1 inches long. 

4 Weer | 

ap A 


lag C i | t : : j j : j | 
B° Sexes similar | "el aan i ge Nan Migration Migratory Weight (.§ ounce 


LOCATION 
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amilY FYDROBATIDAE Species (yanodroma melania 


BLACK STORM-PETREL 


This is the largest and most common dark 


Length 9 inches _[ Wingspan 18~—20 inches 


storm-petrel found off the coast of southern 
California. ‘This bird’s size and deep 
languid wing beats produce a deliberate, 
buoyant flight reminiscent of the 
Black ‘Tern. ‘The steady deep wing 
beats are a good field mark 
because they take the wing 
well above and below the 
centerline of the bird’s body. 
This storm-petrel may 
appear black at a distance 
as its name would indicate, 
but overall it is actually 
dark blackish brown with 
a paler bar across the 
long wing. The notched 
tail is difficult to see at a 
| distance. Juveniles are 
similar to adults. 
© SONG Noisy series of 
| peeps and clicks at night 
around nesting colonies. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Feeds on 
the surface on marine 
invertebrates including 
, crustaceans, small fish, 
and plankton. Will follow 
| fish-oil slicks to boats. 
* Breeds on islands off the 
’ coast of southern 
| California, off the coast of 
, Baja California, and in the 
| Gulf of California. 
| ¢ BREEDING white, rump patches; 
Monogamous. Colonial. erratic flight. 
-® NESTING Incubation about 18 days by both sexes. 
Semialtricial young fed by both 
sexes by regurgitation. | brood 
per year. 
¢ POPULATION Stable, 
although species is vulnerable 
to predators such as cats and 
Mothlike flight with deep steady rats introduced onto its 
wing beats. breeding islands. 


@ /ong pointed 
dark win 


® dark rump 


forked taile 


© pale wing stripe 


ee 


Similar Birds 


ASHY STORM-PETREI 


Smaller: has more 


fluctery flight. 


LEACH’S 
STORM-PETREI 
Some on California 


coast have brown, not 


Nest Identification 
fi May be lined with leaves ¢ possibly built by both sexes ¢ 1 dull white egg, 


somewhat nest-stained and occasionally marked with lavender-reddish brown 


Shape oe > Od Location ae | spots around larger end, 1.4 inches long. 


2 JUMABE Sexes similar | Habitat pan ave Migration Migratory Weight 2.1 ounces 


/ 


ATE Ss) |, LOCATION 


Qe BIRDS OF NORTEL ANI! ( 


cr SL nore nomen ene eet 


sth 


| Species (yvynodroma microsoma \ ~©"6™" 5-6 inches inches 


= ne 
Family HYDROBATIDAI ee 12 


— — = — 


LEAST STORM-PETREI | 


| 
i | sm itl 
| 
LI ) 1] are \ | 
; | 
ST) | Cha ak 
Its theht \\ I | 
relatively short . | 
| 
Spa}rl V-SIZC { Lay 
Lf 
numbers and 1 ¢ OMmMmMol o 
to rare in offshor lt 
eenerally restricted he easter 


Pacific, and breed lands 


the Gulf of California and oft 
| the Pacific coast of Baya @ dark Mill 
| California. In flight it shows 
paler bar on inner wings ind 
H dark legs Juve les are 

| =similar to adults 
e SONG sien except On 


| breeding grounds, where 


re ; © hort rounded 
it may “singe” while 


in 
incubating cgegs 
e BEHAVIOR 
Flies with de p 
wing beats. When 
| searching for food, 


patters feet on Surface 


| Tt wate! and holds Sar * 
| Similar Birds ‘ 
| WINS IN a \ OVE bac k 
| bkeeding birds often sit LEACH’S 
STORM-PETR 
momenta&riy on the Watlel is ae 
; ? ivger; Gal . PUMP, 
| ind continue to hold then longer wings: forked 
Vit) 1} VCCI he bac ks betore tail: has erratic, 
bounding into short flight and mothlike flight 
| ; /, / CU & 
uighting on the water again. | eeds haned ta BLACK 
, : > ) » 
} on small marin organisms. including STORM-PETREI 
; ¥ ; |Larger: longer wings; 
mac©re CODIC Oplankton gathne ed trom Surface. forked tail has slower 
® BREEDING Colonial | wing beats. 
e \ QS TITS | | | 
Nits G | C1 yy both sexes. Semialtricial young are 
fed by both sexes. 
— ee 
<< ) _ 
| Flight Pattern | ® POPULATION Uncommon. 
| _ =F oOpulations are stable. 
+ ® CONSERVATION As with 
thers of this group that nest in 
- 1 burrows and crevices on remote 
slands, introduction of 
redadators 1S a CONCCeCIN. 
| . 
| f —— - ne == — - = —— 
} y ae - | 
Nest Identification 
— ° ud on bare rock, in crevit on ledges, or among loose 
| EE r ® tt 
| 6a coon SB i 
oA . a. a» 
| Plumage Goye ian | Habitat ation : lei 
exes similar | — [ Migration Migratory Weight (7 ounce 
eee A oe a } 


i! a LOCATION 
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‘amily PHABTHONTIDAE Length 18.36 inches 


RED-TAILED TROPICBIRD 


Breeding on islands in the Pacific and Indian Oceans this 
seabird is rare off California. In a unique “bicycling” 
flight display a pair hovers in the wind with 

one bird above the other; the top 

bird drops as the 
lower bird climbs, 
and both resume 


silky white 
plumage 


perenne: black legs and red central 
pf» webbed feet tail streamers 
16-20 inches 


bright red e———— long 


bill 


black eye stripe 


Juveniles lack the 
red tail streamers 
and have a finely 
barred back, dark to 
vellow bill, and 
completely white tail. 


» © SONG Loud raucous 
_squawks and harsh ternlike calls. Display call is slightly gruff 
barking clucks, sounding like #weh and gwehk or wahk. RED-BILLED 
¢ BEHAVIOR More pelagic than other tropicbirds; usually wee Agee uss 


3 ag : 5 : Lacks red central tail 
seen far out at sea resting on waves or diving for fish. Feeds on feathers; white overall; 
- small fish or squid. Hovers over water when it spots prey, black eye stripe; 
: ee : : orange-red bill; black 
sometimes spiraling downward closer to the water before ‘Sie 
, a ge : primaries; barred back 
plunging below surface. Graceful and acrobatic in the air, but its and upperwing coverts; 
» legs are set so far back on its body that it is extremely awkward more hurried flight. 
on land; it must push itself along on its belly on nesting and WHITE-TAILED 
roosting ledges. Does not follow ships but may fly to one, make TROPICBIRD 
» several circles around it, and then abruptly depart. Denies Whiis Lick 
outer primaries; black 


b2 BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. bar on inner wing; 
¢ NESTING Incubation 39-45 days by both sexes. Altricial ae ee eee 
young stay in nest 90-120 days. Tended by both sexes. 1 brood 
per year. 

¢ POPULATION Very rare, 
usually far off California coast. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
‘Threatened by humans and 
introduced predators on 
breeding grounds. 


JUVENILE 


Purposeful swift flight alternating 
fluttering wing beats with glides. Hovers 
| while hunting and in courtship. 


May pull leaves and debris around eggs ® on ground in sand ® built mostly by 
male ¢ 1 stone-colored egg with heavy red-brown spotting; short elliptical, 
2.3 x 1.6 inches. 


Shape -». Od Location sams B, 


TIME LOCATION 


- Sexes similar 


= 
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Family SULIDAI | Species Sula dactylatra Length 26—34 inches | winespan 60—62 inches 


MASKED BOOBY 


Sometimes called the Blue-faced Bo his spe 

can be seen tar from shore perched atop the da ks of if 

sea turtles or napping with its head conceal lan 105 . 

back feathers. One of the largest of the boob e 

family and an adept diver, it can plunge verticall lone. stout 
from 40 feet in the air to 6-10 feet underwate! - yellow to 

e SONG Male makes high-pitched whistle: icles 


female makes louder, lower honk or trumpet 
Rarely vocal except on breeding grounds — ie 

: ‘ @ daTR facial SKIN 
or while feeding. 


e BEHAVIOR Eats flying fishes ' P 
and small squid by plunge 


diving. Usually found fat — ee 


from land bec ause it throat pou hj 


prefers deep 
water where 
Its prey 


solid black trailing 
---------- © edge on WINE 


e pal NLA 


ae while rump © 3 
lack tail ; rs = ot BLUE-FOOTED BOOBY % 
seis : Bright blue feet; blue 
underpari = kip vray bill; dark brown 
CTE oO ®@ ~~  & 
; =. ; wings; dusky head; 
eum “re longer tail 
“HA [CE 
is more abundant. Diurnal, NORTHERN GANNET 
returning to roost in evening. Be Beis BACKAE Seti 
_— ' . es pale blue bill; white 
Often pursued by frigatebirds —-.s tail; black wing tips 
attempting to steal a booby’s catch. JUVENILE e juveniles have bluish 
© BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. pea ks Cees ; 
; f , underwing with white 
e NESTING Incubation 38-49 days by both sexes. When axillaries; long tail 
second egg hatches, the older sibling attacks the younger and = © Caster TANze- 


throws it out of nest. Altricial young remain in nest 109-151 


days, fed by both sexes. 


Flight Pattern ® POPULATION Uncommon 
- in the Gulf of Mexico; rare 
| aed op Agt | northward on the Atlantic . 
Coast to the Outer Banks of 


| af 


North Carolina. Breeds on 
Florida’s Dry ‘Tortugas. Casual 
visitor to southern California. 


| Nest Identification 
— _ i ee 2 — - — —d ? 


1 Slight rim of pebbles ® on ground ¢ built by both sexes © 1-2 chalky white eggs; 


oval, 2.5 inches long 


Migration Nonmigratory | “'€t 3.2 pounds 


ATI LOCATION 
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Species Sula nehouxtt Length 32 inches WINESPAN 60.62 inches 


BLUE-FOOTED BOOBY 


Its vivid blue feet and legs make this P 
| DrOwNISA @ 


medium-sized booby easy to identify. 


“Family SULIDAE 


My ad 


At the nesting site, the Blue-footed 
Booby is unwary of humans. Stories 
are told of these birds boldly landing 
on ships, where they were easily 


caught by sailors who ate them 


for their next meal. ee er 
@ SONG Male makes a upper back 
melancholy whistle; female has 
vibrating trumpetlike notes. 

e BEHAVIOR Feeds in 


groups near shallow water oS 


off beach. Dives for fish upperpart 


from 50 feet above 
water, often catching 
the fish underwater 
on its way back to 


dark brown tail 
and coverts 


bright blue feet 
and legs 


MASKED BOOBY 


= Yellow to olive-gray 
ag feet; white on uppel 
~ ae wings, head, neck, 


the surface. Often catches flying fish in the air and eats them 
‘whole. Mostly diurnal in warm waters usually not far offshore. 
Male’s courtship ritual includes stiff-bodied high “goose steps” 
around mate that show blue feet to greatest advantage. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 41 days by both sexes. First flight at 
102 days. Not colonial but nests often close together. 


ind upperparts; 


yellow bill 


BROWN BOOBY 
Dark brown head, 


neck, and upperparts; 


vellow bill; yellow 


feet; smaller. 
&/ 
Pvt: 


¢ POPULATION Rare to 9 Be Pe ine 
“7~™ >A = M St, 
casual along southern Pacific OWS? S 


Coast and inland in California 
to Salton Sea; irregular in 
Arizona; accidental in 

—- Washington and ‘Texas. 

Strong, moderately rapid wing beats oT . ane Seok, 

interrupted by sailing glide; also powerful, CONSERVATION 

deep wing beats. Protected by federal law. 


_ 


Places nest on flat ground close to others ¢ 2—3 chalky, pale blue-green eggs. 
Shape Qe -se Location ea 


—_ - . . . . 
yumage Sexes similar | Habitat ay ae Migration Nonmigratory | Welét 2.8 pounds 


ATE TIME Fi LOCATION 


A e@ BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


Family Gu IDAI 


Wingspan 52_59 inches 


29 inches 


Length 94 


BROWN BOOBY » blue orbital rin 

Because of its habit of landing aboard ships 

and not trying to escape, sailors nicknamed this ~ 
bird “booby.” meaning “dunce” in Spanish 

lhe Brown Booby ts one of the most common t 

boobies and prefers to feed and travel in large 

flocks. ‘The female can be distinguished trom @ Aluish gra 


the male by its vellow (rather than blue) orbital 
ring and vellow bill. Males of the subspecies 
brewster?. rarely observed in North America, 


have white foreheads and whitish tan heads 


and necks. Juveniles have gray facial skin 


and underparts, and underwings washed © sharp demarcation 


hetween brown neck 
a nd ve hite unde parts 


with dusky brown. 


© SONG Usually silent at sea. On 
breeding grounds, a harsh honking. 
Also gives harsh brays and a hoarse _ iin e blackish brown upperwing 
hissing whistle. 

e BEHAVIOR Gregarious. 


Marine and pelagic but often 


RED-FOOTED BOOBY 
seen from shore. Kats parrot Brown morph and 
fishes, mullets, flattishes juvenile similar ¢ brown 

: vee , overall; brown underwing; 


and halfbeaks. keeds gray to pinkish bill, legs, 


inshore more often and feet 


than othe! BLUE-FOOTED BOOBY 


boobies by Juvenile similar © white 


| atch at base of neck; 

making Fak 7 Popatc " 
sini brow or white rump. 

shallow wed ee shaped fail : 

lung! @ yellowish legs € MASKED BOOBY 

plunging Sat dad 

1: ~. 20_5() f; ANG feel > — Juvenile similar © brown 

dives from oU-9 Feet he coloring extends only to 

above the water. Prefers to perch rather than sit on the water throat; has complete 

and comes ashore at night to roost in trees, shrubs, wharfs, white collar. 


buildings, etc. Attracted to ships and will perch in their rigging. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 


® NESTING Incubation 40-47 days by both sexes. Altricial 
young stay in or near nest; fed by both sexes. First flight at 


” NORTHERN GANNETT 
Juvenile similar ¢ larger; 

; dark gray upperparts with 
™ light spots and spangling; 
grayish underparts 
4 9 : . * eastern range. 
84—119 days. | brood per year. cana - 
® POPULATION Casual to rare in South Florida and Florida 


Keys, Gulf Coast, and Gulf of 


[ Flight Pattern ~ | California. Accidental elsewhere. 
pee ee ee Wide range of nesting sites has 
| a | Bg Rc. Sng kept population stable. 
— | CONSERVATION 
| Strong, moderately rapid wing beats Vulnerable to breeding colony 

rupted by sailing glide; also powerful disturbances as well as 
—_— | introduced predators. 
ia oe ho ea nes | 
| Nest Identification 
Grass, twigs, and debris © on ground © 1-3 whitish to pale blue-green eggs with 

hape _e« iON seaman 2 | chalky coating, often nest stained; ovate to elliptical ovate, 2.4 x 1.6 inches. 
ae 
a - : a 


\T) Viol ss LOCATION 
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SO, | Length 26-28 inches | WINBSPAN 53_6() inches 


RED-FOOTED BOOBY 


Preferring to feed at night far offshore, this 


mily SULIDAE 


2 
. ~~ 


; 
tropical bird ts the smallest of the boobies 
ao licht blue face ¢ 

and has more color variations than perhaps ry 
any other seabird. It has at least four color 4 } 

7 , *nNer Yr . ite en 
morphs in two general forms: white and hohe blac bill d Pex ; 
gray-brown. Phe white morphs show an pink at bast Ft 


overall white color, with black primaries, 
median primary coverts below and 
*) secondaries that occur in either a white- 


tailed or black-tailed form. Phe brown JUVENILE 
morphs have either a brown rump 
and tail or a white rump and tail. 

* . —4 
Juveniles of all morphs are / 
brownish gray overall with SS 
brownish underwings, a gray- 
blue bill, and pinkish legs WHITE 

MORPH 


and feet. 
e SONG A low throaty 
braylike chatter. 


e red legs 
and feet 


BLUE-FOOTED BOOBY 
b: Bright blue feet: 


smaller; blue bill; white 
underparts; brown 


wings and mantle with 


} © BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Seminocturnal and crepuscular. 
Highly pelagic and rarely seen from mainland. May forage 
several hundred miles from land. Eats fish and squid. Plunge- 
dives for most food in deep waters. Also catches flying fish in 
air. Attracted to ships and lands on them. Often feeds in large 
flocks and returns to land to roost at night. 
Ig BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 
-@ NESTING Incubation 43-49 days by both sexes. Altricial 
}young stay in or around nest 15 weeks; fed by both sexes. 
} 1 brood per year. 
} © POPULATION Casual along the California coast, Gulf 
—| | Coast, Dry ‘Tortugas, and Florida. Accidental elsewhere on 
Atlantic coast. 


white patches on back 
and neck; white axillars 
and wing linings 

e juvenile dark overall 
with white neck patch. 


we a 


— NORTHERN GANNETT 
¢ Larger; white 
secondaries; dark gray 
ae “<. feet and legs ® juvenile 
speckled white 


® eastern range. 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Population reduced due to 
destruction of habitat 
(principally the trees they 
require for nesting) by land 
clearing, herding of goats, and 
tourism development. 


— 


Strong steady wing beats with glides. 
Graceful, agile; skims low over water. 5 or 
more may form line dipping up and down. 


Sticks and twigs ® in trees, shrubs, or on thick grass tufts ¢ built by both sexes; 
female does most of building while male gathers material ¢ 1 chalky white egg; 
long elliptical or long to short subelliptical, generally broader at one end; 

2.5 x 1.6 inches. 


r ABE Sexes similar | Habitat aan ex Migration Nonmigratory | We'€t 2.1 pounds 


ATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape pQ Location gam» gy. & 
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Family PELECANIDAE 


AMERICAN WHITE PELICAN 


One of the most distinctive birds by arad dain _ 7 

in North America, this huge skin around @ pale yellow crest 

pelican, with its immense bill and bill ¢ iio cole diee 
vast wingspan, Is one of the and outer trailing 


edge of wing 


largest waterbirds. Making 
graduated plates 


; : On Upper 
inland lakes, breeding e mandible 
| 


birds shed the upper 
mandible plate after 


their summer home near 


the eggs are laid 
and show a 
dull grayish 
crown and 
nape. In flight . 
the head is drawn 4 oversized 
orange-salmon 
back on the shoulders yj’ 
with the bill resting on 
the breast, and the black 
primaries and outer 
secondaries contrast sharply 
with the white plumage. Young 
have a dull grayish bill and a brownish lctt setizced 


wash on the head, neck, and upper wing coverts. Ae~ legs and feet 


¢ SONG Mostly silent. On nesting grounds 
guttural croaks. > 
¢ BEHAVIOR Entire flock may work WINTER 


communally to catch fish by “herding” them into PLUMAGE pcayrgibaa sain 
shallow water or an enclosed area, then scooping 

the fish out of the water with pouches that can hold up to 

3 gallons of water. Eats fish of little or no commercial value. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 29-36 days by both sexes. Young stay 
in nest 17-28 days; fed by both sexes. Gather in groups called 
pods after fledging and continue to be fed by adults. First flight 
at 9-10 weeks. | brood per year. 

© POPULATION Fairly common to common. Breeds in 
le western lakes; winters in southwest and Gulf Coast states. Casual 
| 

| 

| 

fp 


f Black trailing edge to 

yy wing (all flight 

db reerpies place cas 
dark head and bill; long 

legs trail beyond tail in 

flight. 


BROWN PELICAN 
Gray-brown upperparts; 
dark wings; darker bill; 
plunge dives for fish 

while flying. 


wanderer in migration. 


® CONSERVATION Some 
decrease due to habitat loss and 
pesticide poisoning; however, 
has increased since 1970s. 
Despite legal protection most 
deaths due to shooting. 


Strong slow deep wing beats. Soars high 
on thermals. Flies in straight line or \ 
formation. 


Nest Identification 
Made of built-up dirt and rubbish ¢ on flat ground ¢ 1-2 dull or chalky white 
eggs; ovate to elongate-ovate with some nearly elliptical—oval, 3.5 x 2.2 inches. 


| 
| Shape ~»¢- LOCATION gare 
| 


Plumage q. S 


Weight 15.4 pounds 


sexes similar | Habitat Seoes | SS 


Migration Mi gratory 


DATE 7 PIME LOCATION 
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Family Pi} L.ECANIDAE Length 48-50) inches [ wingspan 78-84 inches ai 
ID N Se " 

1 BROWN PELICAN Pee '_ a 

} Louisiana’s state bird is the smallest of the © and neck 

) world’s pelicans. Strictly a marine bird, it almost 


| faced extinction because of pesticides and © pale yellow 


. e t , LOIECT OE Hw 
| hydrocarbons that led to the thinning of its dark @ , 
$ | | | | : f ‘| -. chestnut and forehead 
1. eggshells < ‘eproductive failure in many 
». eggshells and reproductive Rhicleor! 


colonies in the 1960s and 1970s. The | 

| population is now recovering, although tt streaked © pale yellow eve 

) is still listed as threatened. It is rarely gray-brown 

| seen inland except around the Salton aan 

| Sea. The color of its gular pouch 
varies from red in the West to 

| blackish in the East. Young 

+} birds are brownish with a 

) whitish belly. 


© blackish pouch 


© yellowish gray 
hill with scarlet cast 
an distal portion 


and yellow tip 


¢ SONG Adults are silent If 
except for occasional 

low croaking. Young 

make snakelike hiss. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Coastal 

and pelagic. Eats fish 

taken near the surface by 
plunge-diving from air and 
scooping up prey with pouch. 
Sometimes attended by gulls that outer secondaries; white 
attempt to steal the catch before it can body; huge salmon bill; 
be swallowed. Gregarious. Often flies in long lines close to the srangered leks 206 
water, with each bird closely following the flight path of the one 
ahead and all flapping and gliding in unison. 


© Alackish brown 


breast and belly JUVE -_ ; 


black legs and 
webbed feet 


feet; does not plunge 


dive for food. 


NORTHERN GANNET 


e BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. ; Juvenile has dark gray 
e NESTING Incubation 28-30 days by both sexes. Young begin Op Perpare Wits ae 


speckling; paler 


*to walk out of nest at 35 days if nest site is on ground, but do underparts; pointed, 
not leave nest until 63-80 days, when able to fly, if nest is straight pale bill; 
elevated in shrub or tree. Tended and fed by both sexes. pointed tail with white 

: U patch at base; long 
1 brood per year. 
, ; dark-tipped wings 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common on Pacific Coast © Atlantic and Gulf 
from central California southward, on the Atlantic Coast from a 


Maryland southward around the tip of Florida, and westward along 
the entire Gulf Coast. Wanders 
north along coast in spring and 
summer. Rare inland, but 
common in Salton Sea. 


®e CONSERVATION Listed as 
threatened. Declined in mid- 


Graceful, powerful flight with deliberate 
tel 900s =cticides: 
wing beats alternating with short glides. 1900s due to pesticides; 


Flies in straight line formation. currently recovering in number. 


Sticks, reeds, and grass ® in vegetation 6—20 feet high or on ground built up 
4-10 inches ¢ built by female with materials gathered by male ¢ 2-4 white eggs 
often nest-stained; long oval, 2.8 x 1.8 inches. 


LOCATION 
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Species Phalacrocorax penicillatus 


Family PE ALACROCORACIDAI 


BRANDT’S CORMORANT 


‘The black throat patch bordered 


Length 35 inches | WinesPan 49 inches 


by a buff-brown throat band 
quickly distinguish this 
cormorant during the 
nonbreeding season. In the viet bana afl 
shorter breeding season trom 
March to July the gular patch 
becomes bright blue and fine PORE Beer 
white plumes adorn the head, 
neck, and scapular region. The 
nests of these highly colonial 
birds are built so close 
together that they almost 
touch. Flocks fly in long 

rows between feeding and . 
roosting areas. Juveniles @ OIACK 00d) 
are dark smoky brown 


with a buff-brown breast. 


© SONG Mostly silent, 
except at nest where tt 


utters throaty croaks and WINTER JUVENILE 


low growling sounds. PLUMAGE 


¢ BEHAVIOR 
Gregarious. Feeds by 


diving for fish, crabs, 
= PELAGIC CORMORANT 


and shrimp. Often Smaller; dark red throat 


forms dense pouch and part of face; 


er 1 en ; smaller, thinner bill; 
floating flocks at 
longer tail; large white 


Se: ne : y 
Ca OVC! fishing patches on flanks. 


DOUBLE-CRESTED . 
CORMORAN'I 

Longer, more pointed 
wings; yellow-orange 


throat patch ¢ double 


areas. Flies in 


long lines to and @ black legs and 


© short tail ane 


from roosting areas webbed feet 
to fishing grounds. Like other 


cormorants, when perched after fishing holds wings out to dry. 
be : tufts (white in western 


® BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Nests on sea cliffs and birds) evident in 


offshore rocky islands. breeding season. 


ee Pam ) > f 
® NESTING Incubation 28—31 days by both sexes. Young are 


altricial and stay in nest 


| Pike Pattern vaie oa S. pos pee year. 

| + —$— —_—_—_—— ® POPULATION Common. 

| ! _™ 

rm Uncommon to casual on Pacific 
oe 

ane hee Ach |S CONSERVATION 

Vulnerable to oil spills and 


oast outside breeding range. 


line formation coastal pollution. 


— ide of moss, grasses, and seaweed © on rocky ground ® male selects site and 
| | | collects nesting material; built by both sexes ¢ 3-6 bluish white eggs, long 
C i a | j > ~ 
f =: f $5 mm ai | subelliptical, 2.4 x 1.5 inches. 
ital amen ~\em Weight 4.6 pounds 


Migration N onmigratory 


DAT ee LOCATION 


\ \ 


4 


BIRDS Ol 


NORTH AMI 


IX 


| ( \ ad / ‘ 


Species Phylacrocorax brasilianus 


Family prALACROCORACIDAE 


NEOTROPIG CORMORANT 


Primarily found along the Mexican 
border, Neotropic Cormorants can be bill @ 
spotted perc hed on fence posts or in 
trees. This small slender cormorant 
with a long tail frequently holds tts 


Length 


ie! 
oP 


i 
9 inches 


Wingspan WW) inc iT 


neck in an S-shape. The throat 
pouch is yellow-brown and has 
a white edge when the bird ts 
breeding. It inhabits freshwater, 
brackish water, or saltwater. 
Juveniles are brownish tn color. 


e SONG Low gutteral piglike 
_ grunts. 


¢ BEHAVIOR With eyes 
adapted for underwater as well 
as aerial vision, all cormorants 
swim well and dive for fish 
from the surface. Occasionally 
hunts cooperatively, beating the 
water with its wings, confusing 
fish. Also eats amphibians and 
_ crustaceans. Often perches 
_ upon leaving water and holds 
wings and tail open in “spread 
eagle” fashion to dry them. 
Unlike other North 
American cormorants, often 
» perches on wires. 

¢ BREEDING 
. Monogamous. Colonial. 

¢ NESTING 
» Incubation 25-30 
| days by both sexes. 
 Altricial young 

fed by both sexes; 


pointe ad pr LC1T10T 0d f @ 
hpos nich 
AIH 


CACHE WAIN ¢ 


brok nish oO 


uppe par f 


SCALEd DLACK 


pointed feathers @ 
On DaCK and 


scapular 


JUVENILI 


Similar Birds 


BRANDT’S 
CORMORAN' 
Bluish facial and 


e\\ 


throat skir 


Cx 


vast range 


| 

| = ° ~ “ 

| swim and dive at 8 weeks, feed until 11 weeks, and become 
_ independent at 12 weeks. 1 brood per year. 


| Flight Pattern 


Typically flies fairly low over water with 


| 
strong rapid wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Shape pg Location ~~ QP ja i. 


Plumage Sexes similar 


JATE TIME 


Habitat sees yx Nex | Migration Nionmigratory 


¢ POPULATION 
Widespread in Mexico; rare 
to casual in states along 
Mexican border from 
southern California to New 
Mexico; fairly common in 
southern Texas. Increasing 
and spreading north inland. 


Made of sticks with depression at center @ lined with twigs and grass ® built by 
both sexes @ 2—6 (usually 4) chalky bluish eggs, soon becoming nest-stained; oval 
to long subelliptical. 


Weight 9 


.8 pounds 


LOCATION 


| 
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Wingspan 52 inches 


Family PH ALACROCORACIDAE 


DOUBLE-CGRESTED CORMORANT 


Ihe most widespread cormorant in North America tists ancien sali 


appears blackish oy erall from a distance, but may facial skin @ 


appear to have a green sheen in certain lighting. 


e@ long pale 


During breeding season it shows two small tufts of 
hooked hill 


feathers; they are black in eastern birds, but larget 
and mostly white in western birds. Its wings are 


© bright orange- 


not completely waterproof, so upon leaving the 
yellow gular skin 


water the bird often perches on exposed objects 
with its wings held out to catch the sun’s rays 


and dry its feathers. This cormorant swims ne 


. , > r ; ~ A; »y) 
low in the water with its bill tilted slightly abs * ; neck, head, and 
‘ » 8 Upper parts 
~ : ae eo underpart. 
upward. In flight it has al distinct crook wien bleed erparts 
in its neck. Immature birds are brown scaling @ 


& bla kish 
Nr erall 


with white face, foreneck, and breast. 
¢ SONG Deep guttural grunt. 
e BEHAVIOR Gregarious. 
Dives for fish, crustaceans, 
and amphibians from 
surface. Excellent diver, 
using feet for propulsion. 
Able to stay at 5-25 feet 


below surface for 


JUVENILE 


NEOTROPIC 
CORMORAN'I 

Smaller; longer tail; 
posternor edge of gular 
skin often pointed with 
whitish border. 


30-70 seconds. ; 
BRANDT’S 


CORMORANT 

Strictly coastal and 
pelagic western range; 
dark face; blue throat 
patch with buff border; 


ra shorter tail; flles with 
® BREEDING black legs & head and neck held 


Monogamous. Colonial. and feet agian 


¢ NESTING Incubation GREAT CORMORANT 


28-30 days by both sexes. Altricial young may leave nest at Larger throat pouch 
; . bordered by white 


2198 4 ary Te - s £5 Te <ir 1 

21-2 o ys but may return to be fed by both sexes. First flight Foettians: ainies chabks 
at 35-42 days. Independent at 63-70 days. 1 brood per year. and flank patches 
(breeding) ¢ East 


> , re . . _ . P 
® POPULATION Common. Fluctuates because of persecution 
Coast range. 


at nesting colonies, although increasing and expanding range, 


particularly in interior, in last 2 decades of the 20th century. [ 
® CONSERVATION Often i_ 
. . ~ . | 
Flight Pattern killed by fishermen who believe a 
ers birds compete with them. Many r 
Vv) wate ially 
_ _}| populations hit hard, especially | 
| = ’ 7 . ° 
biel > taal ach = vot on California coast, in 1960s and 
= <=} YF PE’ pcnnget 
Strong powerful direct flight. Sometimes — | 1970s by DD is canis 
soars briefly on thermals. Groups fly in | reproductiy Cc failures. 
straight line or V formation SN 
if in trees made of sticks and debris and lined with leafy twigs and grass ¢ on rocks a 


ften made of seaweed and trash gathered at water's edge * near water ¢ built by 
| 


¢ ? nest-stained bluish white eggs; long subelliptical, 2.4 x 1.5 inches. 


DATE ————s—sSCS TIME __" LOCATION 


‘a 
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Family PHALAGROCORACIDAE | Species ppg lacrocorax urile | Length 2934 inches | Winéspan 4648 inches 
aa; 


~ RED-FACED CORMORANT ee Os 


A pale yellow bill distinguishes this 


medium-sized cormorant from other 


Aron 


| similar-sized cormorants in its range. A die 


(Test on 


fairly common and local resident in the 7, 
| Alaskan islands and on the southern 
| Alaska coast, this bird of the seacoasts 
| survives the extreme cold and storms 
_ of the region by using its rocky cliffs as Aesween ; faanite 
| shelter. ‘The bird’s red face reaches and nape 
| from the forehead to behind the eye 
and is brighter in breeding adults, 
| which also sport a white flank 
patch at this time. Adults have a 
small blue gular sac that may not 
| be visible from a distance. ‘The 
| dull bronze-brown wings of 
the adult contrast with its 


glossy black body. 


| 

| © SONG Usually silent. On 

» breeding cliffs gives deep 

| korr, guttural grunts, and 
croaking sounds. 

} © BEHAVIOR Gregarious. 

' Pelagic, usually near wild 

; rocky coastlines. Excellent 

. 

é 

; 


swimmer. Dives for small 
fish, shrimp, and crabs. 
Hunted for food in some 
} native island cultures; lured 
| to fly within shooting 
}-distance by islanders who 
; 
} 


JUVENILE 


PELAGIE 
CORMORAN' 
~ Fully feathered 
sia forehead; reddish gular 
pouch; slender dark 


bill; in flight lacks 


color contrast between 


6 blackish 


toss their caps into the air as ) 
(Gm 


they mimic the bird’s calls. 

} © BREEDING Monogamous. 
Colonial on sea cliffs and 
rocky islands. 


upper wings and back; 


less gregarious. 


| © NESTING Incubation 31-34 days by both sexes. Young stay in 
nest 50-60 days, fed by both 
sexes. 1 brood per year. 

- ¢ POPULATION Rare to 
locally common. Found only on 
Alaskan waters in North 
America. Population expanding 
in Aleutian Islands. 


Strong powerful direct flight. Flies in 
straight line formation. 


Made of seaweed, algae, grasses, and moss ® on bare ground on ridge, ledge, o1 


shelf of cliff ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 3-4 pale blue eggs, often nest-stained; long 


oval, 2.4 inches long. 


pi + iy 
lumage Sexes similar 


DATE = TIME x us»... LOCATION 
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ita p HALACROCORACIDAE | Species Piaiaeromies pelagicus [tenet 2 Length 2629 inches 


PELAGIC CORMORANT 


‘The distinctive white patches on Its flanks and short 


WingsPan 4() inches 


double crest during breeding season distinguish the 


Pelagic Cormorant from other Pacific Coast dull red 

cormorants except for the Red-faced Cormorant in facial patch @ thin hooked 
blackish bill 

\laska. Its small size and short neck are good seal ddl Y acne 


additional field marks, and no other cormorant 1n 
its range has a slender black bill. Near the 


base of the bill is a blackish area of bare 


skin and reddish throat pouch. Slendes 
© reddish 


white streaks appear on the bird’s 
throat pouch 


neck only when it is breeding. 
Juveniles are dark sooty brown. 


black with metalli 
ereen sheen in 
breeding plumage e 


@ white flank patches 


in breeding plumage 


| long tail 


JUVENILE 
Similar Birds 


RED-FACED 
CORMORANT 
Partly yellow bill; more 


@ SONG Groans, croaks, or hisses. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Not as gregarious as other cormorants, and 
frequently is sedentary. Often feeds by watching gulls, which 


attract the bird to schools of fish on which they are feeding. 


Diet consists of marine fish, crustaceans, and other ‘) 
. : ; . : . ; . : “1: extensive red in face 
invertebrates. Expert diver. Has been found tn fishing nets as ' 

Gaps ; ; ; : ; ‘ extends onto forehead; 
deep as 180 feet. Can leap directly into flight from water bluish throat pouch. 


without running and flapping across surface like other 
t t running and flapping act urtace like other Hunemnnenen 


CORMORAN'I 

Wider bill; yellow- 
orange throat patch; 
lacks white flank 
patches and red in face. 


cormorants. Returns to nesting site each year, preferring to add 
to its nest rather than build a new one. 
® BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 


e a STING Incubation 26-37 days by both sexes. First short 
flight at 35-40 days. Altricial young leave nest at 45-55 days; 
continue to be fed by parents for a few weeks. 1 brood per year. 
* POPULATION Stable. 

© CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to environmental 
pollution and drowning in 
commercial fishing nets. 


Flight Pattern 


| | Graceful direct flight with rapid wing 
| beats. I ies in V formation 
} a are oreae = a ’ 
Nest Identification 2 wot 
| Seaweed, grass, moss, debris, and twigs © may reach 5-6 feet tall © on remote 
: : ; 
rot . | near-vertical cliffs facing water ® built by both sexes ¢ 3-5 chalky pale bluish 
| Shape 22. <= Location a | eggs 2.4 inches long. 
Ane 
| 4 | 
= ee eee Tee OT 
+——__—— ee 
| Plumage a, ae Ha Ditat . i 
| Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat rap Migration Nionmigratory | Wel€t 4.5 pounds 


DATE IME ____ LOCATION 


BIRDS OF 


NORTH 


AMERICA @ 8&3 


| Family ANHINGIDAE Species Anhinga anhinga 35 inches 


ANHINGA 


Although clumsy on perches and slow on the ground, the 
Anhinga is a graceful flier capable of soaring to great heights 
It’s also called the snakebird because of its long thin neck 
and small narrow head, which appears serpentine ‘ever-anh 
/ ( DAIL 

freaks and pot 
/ tothe neck. Water turkey, its other common on forewimegs and 
upper back ¢ 


when this bird swims with its body submerged 


| name, comes from the long buff-tipped tail. 


e SONG Mostly silent. Low grunt similat 
) to that of the cormorant. When quarreling 
/ makes distinct rapid clicking sound, 
| guk-guk-guk-guk-gue. 

| ¢ BEHAVIOR Swims underwater 
and uses sharply pointed bill 
to spear fish. Eats small to 


long fanhike tail 
with buff 
terminal band e 


Wingspan 15—48 inches 


© black pluma ( 


QUA vreen glo 


@ pale buff 


medium freshwater head and neck 


felt FEMALE 
| fish, frogs, water snakes, and 
| pale buff 


, leeches. Also known to take 
© /reast 


| goldfish from outdoor ponds. xe 
, Spends much time perched 
after swimming with wings 


_ and tail spread out to dry. biibhe 


' @ BREEDING Monogamous. — /70wn 

Usually colonial, often with body 

* egrets and herons. Bare facial 

‘’ skin and eye of male become 

blue-green and lacy black-and-white 

| plumes appear on head and neck in breeding condition. 

' @ NESTING Incubation 25-29 days by both sexes. Fed by 
both sexes. Altricial young will jump out of nest after 14 days if 
disturbed. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common in breeding 

range. Casual wanderer north of 
breeding range. 
| ¢ CONSERVATION In the 
past often killed by fishermen 
fearing competition from the 
fishing abilities of this bird. 


Strong graceful direct flight. Often 
soars like a raptor. 


Location ge * 


‘ 


_ TIME LOCATION 


Sucks © often lined with grass and leaves ® built by female; male sometimes 
gathers materials © sometimes uses nest of Snowy Egret and Little Blue Heron 


¢ 2-5 white to pale blue eggs that become nest-stained; 2.1 inches long. 


Similar Birds 


NEOTROPI 
CORMORAN I 
3rownish yellow facial 
ind throat skin 
blackish overall with 
green sheen; browner 
upperparts scaled with 
black; shorter thicker 
neck; hooked bill; 


Swims on Waters 


surface between dives 


DOUBLE-CRESTED 
CORMORAN'T 

Larger; heavier; shorter 
thicker neck; shorter 
tail; yellow-orange 
throat pouch; hooked 


bill; swims on water’s 


surface between dives. 


@ /0n pointed 
fi /] 
/ NON 
ee /0) LAN] WOCK 


| DATE _ 
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Family FREGATIDAE Species Byeoata magnificens 


Length 37_41 inches | Wingspan 82-94 inches | 


MAGNIFICENT ERIGATEBIRD 


Ihe male has a most striking courtship display when ord) 
| he inflates his throat sac into a huge brilliant red 
. black / 
balloon. In flight it looks almost sinister with its black 
Durlple 
plumage, long thin « rooked wings, and deeply torked rer 


tail often folded into a point. Juveniles are black 


without eloss and have a white head, neck, sides, 


breast, and belly. Even when not nesting, tlocks of 
these birds often gather at their permanent roosts 


in treetops, or on high cliffs. 

@ SONG Clacks bill: nasal fack or ka-ack; sott 
chippering at nesting grounds. Silent at sea. 

e BEHAVIOR Soars over sea to find food. 
Dives for prey and catches it in bill from j 
surface. Eats fish, crustaceans, and 


jellyfish. Attacks other large seabirds 


in flight until they drop or 
disgorge their catch, which the 
frigatebird then catches in 
midair. Roosts communally 
and is gregarious. 

¢ BREEDING 

Monogamous. Colonial. 

e NESTING Incubation 


40—50 days by both sexes. 


straight e 
hook CU 
gray bill 


black 
. ata aw ithout 
| Fed by both SCXCS. First e glos 


flight at 20-24 weeks. Young white breast 
never left unguarded because = avd sides e 


other birds in colony may eat 


eggs and hatchlings. Most FEMALE 


females do not breed every year. 
® POPULATION ‘Total difficult to 
monitor. Rare to casual on Salton Sea 


Jong, 
HAITOR 
pointe ad 
WINS @— 


} 


‘airly common to casual along Gulf of Mexico, 


IAL AOORKEd 


Ni/ @ 


@ bright 
red pouch 
usually 
Aor S ads 
red patch 
on throat 
when not 
distended 


MALE 


GREAT FRIGATEBIRD 
Male has pale brownish 
alar bar; scalloped pale 
grayish axillars; green 
gloss on head and back 
¢ female has gray-white 
throat, breast, and upper 
belly; red orbital ring; 
broader black belly 
patch ® juvenile has 


white head, neck, and 


breast; neck and head 
tinged with rust-brown. 


: capes long 
Florida coasts, and north to North Carolina. Rare deeply 
| straggler north to Maritimes and inland, especially forked 
| tail @ 


after storms. 
® CONSERVATION 


Frigatebirds are legally 


ee ee 
| | Flight Pattern | 


twigs, grass, and reeds @ in mangroves, trees, or bushes, 2-20 feet 


t » y a . 
f=) a | protected, but they are sull 
a VU | ’ . Ps . 
a i killed in the nest by local 
~ oe, people, who hunt at night with 
SS SORE | flashlights and clubs. Some 
land | 1 the . 
| Years no yOung SUTVIVC. 
[a TS, é 
| Nest Identification Mad 
wos = — - i ae ee ee \ 1de ot STC SS, 
: | above ground ® built by female with materials gathered by male, who often 
nee aia ahi | steals from neighbors’ nests ¢ 1 white egg; rarely Zi 
~s | migration Nonmigratory 


LOCATION 


Weight 2.8 pounds 
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Family ARDEIDAE CIES Roraurus ler | Length 23 inches Wingspan 42_5() inches 


AMERICAN BITTERN 

When it senses danger, the American ee ere 

Bittern hides by standing motionless crown 

with its bill pointed upward and its 

body tightly contracted. ‘Vhus it 

can be mistaken for a wooden 

stake in the marshes, saltwater 

and freshwater bogs, and 

wetland ponds it inhabits. 

The dark and light vertical wis i lal 

streaks blend with shadows upperparts 

and highlights cast by 

surrounding vegetation, so 

the bird often goes 

unnoticed even from a 

few feet away. In flight 

the somewhat pointed 

dark outer wings 

contrast sharply 

with the inner pointed 

wings and body. wings with 

me SONG Oonk-a- — 0*rashing 
dark tips 

> lunk or punk-er-lunk, 

often heard at dusk; it 

is one of the strangest 

» sounds produced by any 

_ bird; sounds like 

» someone driving a stake 

‘into the mud with a 

. wooden mallet. 


-® BEHAVIOR Stands 
motionless, often hidden by 
‘marsh vegetation, on ground or in 
; : ; -. NIGHT-HERON 
| water to search for prey. Eats frogs, jena 
y Juveniles have more 
small eels, small fish, small snakes, = heavily spotted 
- salamanders, crayfish, small rodents, and water bugs. ® upperparts; lack black 
er ‘ mustache lines on face. 
¢ BREEDING May be polygamous. Solitary nester. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 24-29 days by female. Young stay in nest 
14 days. Fed by both parents. 
1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common. Declining in the 
South from marshland drainage. 
¢ CONSERVATION Protected 
"| | Strong direct flight with deep rapid by law. Wetland conservation ts 
# wing beats. a : ; 

critical for this species. 


@ point ad 


yellowish bill 


! 
4 
\ © white throat 


© /ong black strip 
Or patch on each 
side of neck 


© streaked 
brown and white 
underparts 


JUVENILE 


LEAST BITTERN 
Much smaller; black 
crown and back; shows 
buff wing patches in 
flight. 
YELLOW-CROWNED 


NIGHT-HERON 
BLACK-CROWNED 


| Grasses, reeds, and cattails ¢ lined with fine grasses ® on dense marsh ground, dry 
ground above water, or mud in tall vegetation ® built by female ¢ 2—7 pale brown 
Shape gg Location f eee to olive-buff eggs, 1.9 inches long. 


4 UMABe Sexes similar Migration Migratory Weight 1.6 pounds 


ATE TIME LOCATION 
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er EES 


Species Jvyhrychus exilis Length 1114 inches | wingspan 16-18 inches 


Family ARDEIDAE 
| a = 


LEAST BITTERN 


I ‘his shy bird of the marshes ts the 


smallest heron in North America. 
Because of the thick 
vegetation it 


frequents and ao att haadk sack 


its retiring tn and sides black back 
nature, it , 2 and tail 
often goes @ pi) kish” 
unnoticed and Pera erase f 
is probably more adbiniohen. 
common than 

reported. Its small 

size and buff inner wing 
patches seen in flight quickly 
separate it from all other 
species. Adult females have a 


dark brown crown, back, and 


white underparts 
tail; juveniles are similar but streaked with buff 
more heavily streaked. 

e SONG Call is series of 
harsh sek notes. Song ts softer 


dark brown 


@ (TORN 


ku notes, somewhat dovelike. 
® BEHAVIOR Shy secretive 
denizen of the marsh. Seldom 


—e dull 
yellow legs 


seen or heard. When 
approached closely often 
freezes in place with neck 
stretched upward, bill pointed 
skyward, and body 
compressed. May sway back 
and forth with rhythm of 
surrounding vegetation to 


help blend into background. 


GREEN HERON 


When flushed, flies weakly yet migrates long distances. f sadae tacks tut 
varger; I: 


® BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary to loose colonies. coloration and wing 
patches in flight. 


e NESTING Incubation 17—20 days by both sexes. Young stay 
in nest 25 days. Fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 

@ POPULATION ‘Thought to 
| Flight Pattern be declining because of habitat 
—__—___— — loss, though still abundant in 
parts of North America. 

® CONSERVATION 


| 
| 
| 


Neotropical migrant. 
Conservation of wetlands Key to 
population success. 


Nest Identification 


| Platform @ bent marsh vegetation with sticks and grass on top ® well concealed 


marsh growth, near or over water, on ground, or in low shrub ® built by both 


| Shane Acatian } 
laa i al, } sexes ® 2-7 pale green or blue eggs; elliptical, 1.2 inches long. 


ie 
Plumage 


Sexes differ Habitat yo ee Migratory Weight 3 () ounces 


————— EI cn ER | 


' 


DATI rIME_—————CO LOCATION | 


| 
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= ARDEIDAE | Species Aydeq herodias [ter Length 46- 52 tne hes _| Wingspan 77. 77-82 inc hee 


GREAT BLUE HERON 


Often called “crane” or “blue crane” by locals, the 


Great Blue Heron is the largest, most widespread, 
and best-known heron in North America. Its 

size, long yellowish bill, and mostly 
bluish gray body readily distinguish 
it. In the breeding season several 
long black occipital plumes 
adorn the back of the 

crown. In south bold black line 


Florida a paler on both sides 
® of (TOWN 


oA 


long, stout 
yellowish bill WURDEMANN’S 


HERON 
white-headed 

_ form was formerly 
considered a separate 
species called Ward’s or 
Wurdemann’s Heron. An all white 
morph with yellowish legs found in | eens 
southern Florida is called the Great White Heron “pants” 
and formerly was also considered a separate species. 


é @ short tail 
& black-and-white streaking 


in midline of foreneck Alu 
body 


LTay @ 
blackish 
yellox 


o Ie YS 


¢ SONG Mostly silent except at colonies, where it makes series 

- of squawks and low croaks. 

¢ BEHAVIOR In flight the long neck is folded back into a 

* compact S-shape typical of other herons and egrets, and the long 
legs trail far out behind the short dark tail. Feeds by standing still 
* in water for long periods and grabbing fish and other animals that — Ju;yReNILE 
come within range of a lightning thrust of its daggerlike bill, o 
-eby walking slowly along waterways or through marshy 

» vegetation or grassy fields. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 


SANDHILL CRANI 


Bald red crown; 


_ © NESTING Incubation 25-30 days by both sexes. Young bustlelike tail coverts; 


flies with neck extended. 


remain in nest 65—90 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year 
_ in the North, 2 per year in the South. 

¢ POPULATION Stable, 
common, and widespread. 
e CONSERVATION This 
species and other “long- 
legged waders” have 
benefited from state and 
federal protection, particularly 
of breeding colonies. 


i Plight Pattern 


Sticks ® lined with twigs and leaves ¢ usually in trees 20-60 feet above ground 
or water; sometimes in low shrubs; rarely on ground, rock ledges, or coastal cliff 
¢ built by female from materials gathered by male ¢ 2-7 pale blue or light bluish 


green eggs; oval to long oval, long elliptical, or subelliptical; 2.5 inches long. 


\ATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ARDEIDAE Species Ardea alba ‘ Length 37_4] inches 


GREAT EGRET 


Ihe largest white egret found over most of its range 


Wingspan 55 inches 


> 


can be distinguished from other white egrets and 


juvenile herons by its size, yellow bill, and black 
legs and feet. Vhis tall, slender-necked bird 
develops long trains of lacy plumes on its 
back that extend beyond the tail when 
breeding, and its yellow bill appears more 
orange in color. 

¢ SONG Bold throaty croaking or 
repeated cuk, cuk. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Prefers to feed in 
open areas from salt marshes to 
freshwater habitats. 


black legs & 
and feet 


yellow bill 


Diurnal in its activities, it 

flies singly or in groups to 
communal roosts in trees for 
the night. Feeds on wide 
variety of small aquatic 

animals and animals found in 
wetland environs, from fish to 
frogs, snakes, crayfish, and 
large insects. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
Colonial, usually with other 
species of herons, egrets, ibis, 
and other similar species. 

® NESTING Incubation 
23-26 days by both sexes. 
Young stay in nest 21 days. Fed 
by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 


Ee 6 white plumage 


GREAT BLUE HERON 
Wurdemann’s Heron 


(morph) larger with 


yellowish legs and feet. 


SNOWY EGREI 
Smaller; dark bill. 
REDDISH EGRET 
White morph smaller 


with dark bill. 


LITTLE BLUE HERON 
Juvenile smaller with 
dark bill. 

CATTLE EGRET 

f Much smaller; yellow 
¢ POPULATION Decimated by plume hunters in late 1800s. “ legs and feet. 
Protected since early 20th century. In recent decades breeding 
range has expanded northward. 
@ (CONSERVATION With full 
protection in North America, 
species is increasing. Sull, 
factors such as polluted waters, 
coastal development, and 

uoyant direct flight with deep steady draining of wetlands 

ve ee negatively impact egrets. 


B 


Nest Identification 

L ee snes 232 Made of sticks @ unlined or lined with fine material ¢ in tree or shrub, usually 
ae - 10-40 feet above ground ® built by both sexes ¢ 1-6 pale blue-green or light blue 

| Shape 2. Location Cog ge &> | eggs, 2.2 inches long. 
| | 


max = ——— i 


fase Weight 2.) pounds 


ISO 6K | Liab its 
Ee Sexes similar | Tabitat , 


4 
rnd 
—— ree -_ — | a 


Migration Some migrate 


DATE TIME ss LOCATION 
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Length 99 -45 inches 


27 inches | Wingspan 39. 


SNOWY EGRET 

‘This is perhaps the most beautiful of all North 
American egrets and herons in its nuptial 
plumage, and the daintiest with or without tt. 
This energetic medium-sized white egret has 
black legs and bright yellow “slippers.” 
Slaughtered by the thousands for its soft, lacy 
breeding finery, 1t was the most persecuted 

of all egrets by plume hunters in the late 

19th and early 20th century. 


yellow eyes @ 


e SONG Generally silent. Vocalizations 
are harsh squawks. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Most active heron 
when feeding. Rushes after prey a © yellow lores 
in manner of Reddish Egret. j 
Often sticks one foot forward 
in water and rapidly 
vibrates it to startle prey. 
Crustaceans, insects, 
and fish are important 
components of diet. 
¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous. 
Colonial, often 
nests in mixed \ 
colonies with che j i WINTER PLUMAGE 
other herons ) : Sia aad 
and egrets. ; : 7 
e NESTING . ‘ ° CATTLE EGRE1 
facubation 20-24 , 3 4 Stockier; shorter neck; 
days by both a ee 

GREAT EGRET 
SCXCS. Young stay : = Much larger; yellow 
in nest 30 days. di bill; black feet. 
Fed by both sexes. LITTLE BLUE HERON 
1 brood per year. bright black legs = Juvenile has greenish 
¢ POPULATION hea : ign bill with 
Increasing. Range ae 
expanding northward. 


@ Jong, slender 


black bill 


@ while plumage 


yellow bill and legs. 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Seemingly thriving today, but 
almost extirpated in the early 
20th century by demand for its 
“cross aigrettes” for ladies’ 
Buoyant flight with steady fast fashions. 
wing beats. 


Made of sticks ® lined with fine twigs and rushes ® in short tree or shrub, 
5-10 feet high © sometimes on ground ® built by both sexes ¢ 2-6 pale blue- 
Shape pg Location tp ge green eggs, 1.7 inches long. 


a€€ Sexes similar | Habitat y= see Ne Migration Migratory Weight 13.1 ounces 


TIME LOCATION 
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[ Family ARDEIDAI | Species K-gretta caerulea | Length 94 29 inches 


}- 


| LITTLE BLUE HERON 


Adults appear entirely dark ata distance, but at closer 


range they are slate-colored with a purplish maroon 
head and neck. ‘Uhis is the only dark heron species 
in North America in which the juvenile ts 

white. Phe juvenile begins moltng into 

adult plumage in its first spring and it en 
eradually acquires more blue-gray 
feathers, achieving a calico 
appearance In the transiaon 
from white to 

slate gray. 


ereentsh gray legs 


® SONG Breeding male makes ¢4-00-ah-eh-eh. Both sexes make 
loud nasal skea or scaah and low clucking notes. 

® BEHAVIOR Prefers fresh water but can be found in brackish 
water and salt marshes. A stealthy stalker, it moves slowly as tt 
wades in shallow water or along water’s edge for prey. Feeds on 


a variety of small vertebrates, crustaceans, and large insects. 


Ps 


| ® BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial; often nests in heronries <> 


| with other species. — 


| ® INESTING Incubation 


rte 
| Roosts in trees and shrubs at night. 


20—24 days by both sexes. Young stay 
in nest 42-49 days. ked by both 


| Bilsit Phitern sexes. | brood per year. 


WINgSPAN 4() 4] inches 


@ gray bill 
with black tip 


@ vray bod, 


JUVENILE 


REDDISH EGRET 
Dark morph similar to 


adult; rufous head and 
neck; pink bill with 
black tip © white morph 


similar to juvenile. 


‘PRICOLORED HERON 
White underparts. 


| b—- ———— ® POPULATION Increasing 
7s] » | and expanding. 
| | ® CONSERVATION 
a ee ene a | : . : 
| Responding to protection of 
| | * : 
| | Direct flight with steady quick wing beat nesting colonies. 
| | | 
L —— — eminem = — ee “= } 

| [Nest identification | a 
| | Nest Identification : 
| ——— it Sticks and twigs @ unlined or lined with finer material © usually in tree or shrub, 
| | 15 feet high ¢ occasionally on ground ® built by both sexes ¢ 1-6 pale blue- 
| } Snape pe LOCAUON SiRip a a\s | green eg elliptical to subelliptical, 1.7 inches long. 
| | | 
| L ——— ERNE! (Ce a asm 
— tn 
| Pliimage : > 

i umage Se xes sim} la r Habitat as os 


—— el — 


DATE TIME ____ LOCATION 


Sa a 
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milY ARDEIDAE 


TRICOLORED HERON 


Our only large dark heron with white underparts slate-gray 

- i f tnvenleonstal marshes estaxsd upperparts, neck, 
can be found in salty coastal marshes to inland aa head 
freshwater. Its long, slender neck and long, thin 
bill make it seem larger and skinnier than other 
medium-sized herons. 771co/ored refers to the 
dark upperparts, white underparts, and reddish 
brown stripes on the foreneck. In breeding 
plumage there are white plumes on the back of 
the crown and shaggy purplish or tan feathers 
on the lower neck, crown, and back. 


oh 


lone yellowish bill 
with dark tip and 
culmen ¢ 


© reddish brown 
streaks on foreneck 


© white foreneck 


-© white 
underparts 


@ dull yellow legs 


© SONG Call 

by both sexes, 
aaah and scaah. 
Breeding male 
makes wnh and 

groaning . 
sounds. Both 
emay give culh-culh call. 


» ¢ BEHAVIOR Often feeds by wading more deeply than 
many other herons, up to its belly. In short flights may leave REDDISH EGRE1 
~neck stretched forward and legs dangling loosely beneath Rufous head and neck 
body. Some wander inland after breeding season. chee a 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial; often nests in mixed 
colonies with other species. 


JUVENILE 


LITTLE BLUE HERON 
All dark without white 


underparts and rump. 


e NESTING Incubation 21-25 
days by both sexes. Young stay 
in nest 35 days, fed by both 
sexes. | brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Probably 
declining due to habitat loss. 


Direct flight with steady quick 
wing beats. 


Sticks and twigs ¢ lined with fine twigs, grass, or leaves ® usually 2-30 feet 
above ground, rarely on or near ground ® built by both sexes ¢ 3-4 light bluish 
green eggs; ovate to oval or elliptical ovate to elliptical oval, 1.7 inches long. 


Habitat yo. sew Migration Some migrate Weight 14.6 ounces 


TIME LOCATION 
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Species Bubulcus ibis Length 19-21 inches | W'néspan 36_38 inches 


| Feri ARDEIDAE 


~ Ar | 
CATTLE EGRE! 


I his is the only small white egret with the 


combination of a yellow bill and vellow legs and 


feet. Breeding adults have pate hes of butt 


orange on crown, nape, lower foreneck, and 
© huff-orang 


pat hes on 
(TORN, Nape, 


and back 


back. Nonbreeding adults and immature 
birds lack the buff-orange patches and 
have vellow bill, legs, and feet. A 


big-headed, thick-necked, short- » yellowish 


legged egret of the Old World orange bill 


© short 


thick neck 


(originally found in Spain, 
Portugal, and Africa), it 
introduced itself to South 
America in the 1880s 
and to Florida by the 
early 1940s. Krom 
there it moved 


© /uff-orang 
pat hes on lower 
foreneck 


© while plumage 


over most of the 
US and into 
southern Canada. 
© SONG Various 


croaking sounds at 


9 yellowish 
orange feet 


short yellowish e 
OTANL legs 
breeding colonies: 

otherwise silent. 

© BEHAVIOR Associates with cattle, 
. : JUVENILE 
horses, or other livestock in moist or dry 
pastures, where it feeds primarily on large 
insects disturbed by feeding livestock. Several 


birds may accompany a single cow, often riding on its back. Also SNOWY EGRET 

follows tractors plowing fields to feed on the exposed insects longer, more slender neck; 
and grubs. Largely diurnal, flying at dusk to communal roosts eesniiinianeienis 

with other egrets, herons, and ibis to spend the night perched LITTLE BLUE HERON 


In trees or shrubs. ‘Vhey often form the nucleus of nesting Juvenile is larger with 
ee F aed 57 rt ; longer, more slender neck; 
colonies of other species of heron and egrets, and their presence greenish gray legs and feet; 


may encourage the nesting of these birds in the heronries. black-tipped grayish bill. 


i> — oa : P = 4 ; - 
® DREEDING Monogamous. Colonial; often found in mixed GREAT EGRET 
breeding colonies with other species. Larger; black legs and feet. 


® NESTING Incubation 21-26 days by both sexes. 


| ; Semialtricial young remain in 


)} | a | ss . 
' Nae > Tt “ D - Te <e r 
| | Flight Pattern | nest about 45 days. Fed by both 
i ee eee es sexes. 1 brood per year. 
] | : 
| | af ~| @ POPULATION North 
| | | . . . . 
| | American population increasing. 
| Da a —_ ‘ - By TAT y T : 
| | : ® CONSERVATION Nesting 
| t flight with stead: Imner rape 3 
Se Bernas rapid colonies protected. 
——— — — ____| 
| | he ee sag - 
| | Nest Identification | ; ; 
| Pe ee oe ee sf «Sticks and reeds ® lined with leafy green twigs ® in tree or shrub @ built by 
| | female from materials gathered by male ¢ 1—9 pale blue or light bluish green 
Sha lanai ey } ‘ 
| | shape pe OCALION dey bain a , Cggs: subelliptical or elliptical, 1.9 inches long. 
fet a Sans 4 
| Plumage @ nr ee Habitat i j i 
eas | Sexes similar | we Ws Migration Migratory Weight 11.9 ounces 


DATE TIME _ LOCATION 


| 
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, 5 ) Spe 
Length 18-22 inches | “!8SPaN 26 inches 


AMY ARDEIDAE 


(GREEN HERON 


Looking similar to a crow while flying, the Green 
Heron has a thicker neck and more bowed wing lark cap ¢ 
beats. It is a widely distributed heron found in 


almost every wetland in summer. Perhaps more 


blue than green on the back, this heron has a 
dark cap ending in a shaggy crest on the 
occiput, with a chestnut head and neck. Its 


legs appear more yellowish in nonbreeding 


season. Juvenile plumage has more ° 

| brown on the upperparts, heavily 
streaked underparts, a white chin, * it hea 
and dull yellow legs. na H A 
@e SONG Bold abrasive syows or © w/ 
skeow, sometimes sott suck, inderpa 
kuck notes. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Diurnal 
species that retires to ey ee 


_ ground or close to it for 


- slowly when hunting or 


- onan overhanging 


>’ When disturbed, 


its short tail and 


ea 


| 


the night. Often walks 


stands and waits 
motionless in water or 


perch for prey to 
come close enough 
>for a quick strike. 


often nervously flicks 
) e vrange legs 
elevates shaggy crest. 
Has been seen placing 
food or bait in the water 
deliberately to attract 
fish. Often perches in 
trees and shrubs. head and werk and 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. pale underparts 
Usually solitary pairs; occasionally forms small colonies. 
Sometimes nests rather distant from water. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 
19-25 days by both sexes. 
Young remain in nest for 
16-17 days, fed by both sexes. 


LITTLE BLUE HERON 


a Larger; longer neck 
\ 


and legs; lacks chestnut 


1 or 2 broods per year. 
Direct flight with slow steady arched ¢ POPULATION Common 


wing beats. 


and stable. 


Sticks and twigs ® in tree or shrub, 5—30 feet off ground © built by both sexes 


¢ 2-7 pale green or blue-green eggs; elliptical to subelliptical, 1.5 inches long 


) ~ 4 % 
lumage Sexes similar 


). | a ME =a f NP LOGATION:, 
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Family ARDEIDAE ord a Length 25_28 inches 


BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT-HERON 


Ihe scientific name of this bird means “Night 


Raven,” and it refers to the nature of the bird, 
as does the common name of Night-Heron. 

A stocky bird with short legs and a thick, 
short neck, it prow Is freshwater pools, 
© red eyes 
marshes, and streams and coastal 7 
estuaries across much of North ‘ 
America. In flight the toes often 
protrude beyond the short tail. 
Juvenile plumage shows 


bla k e 
ba 4 


and face 
brown above with white spots 


and streaking, buff-brown 
below with dark brown spots 
and streaking. Juveniles 

have a yellowish bill with a 
dark tip and greenish 

yellow legs and feet. 

e SONG Low, harsh wve 

and guttural guock or quaik. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Primarily 
nocturnal. Roosts in trees by 
day and actively feeds at night. 
Some feed during daylight 
hours. Omnivorous, feeding on 
whatever is most handy. Diet 
ranges from fish to mollusks, 
small rodents, frogs, snakes, 
crustaceans, plant material, 
eggs, and young birds. 

Often stands very still in 

water for long periods of 

time, expertly grabbing fish that swim too close. 
® BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 21-26 days by both sexes. Young stay 
in nest 28 days. Fed by both sexes. First flight at 42 days. After 
49 days, may follow parents to foraging areas to beg and be fed. 
| brood per year. 


e@ yellow legs and feet 


@ POPULATION Overall 
stable or increasing. 

© CONSERVATION 
Benefited from general 


| protection by state, federal, and 
| conservation agencies. Loss of 

| wetland habitat affects food 
supply and reproduction. 


or light bluish eggs; oval, 2 inches long. 


Plumage 


LOCATION 


Wingspan 4445 inches 


@ black cap 


and nape 


Sticks, twigs, and reeds © lined with finer material ® on or above ground as high 
as 150 feet ® built by female with materials gathered by male ¢ 1-7 pale green 


e@ dark bill 


e@ breeding adults have 2-3 long 
white plumes on back crown 


@ while underparts 


e@ vray sides of neck, 
wings, and tail 


— 


JUVENILE 


AMERICAN BI'TTERN 
Similar to juvenile 

¢ thinner long yellowish 
bill; dark mustache 
stripes; lacks white 
spotting above. 


YELLOW-CROWNED 
NIGH T-HERON 

Similar to juvenile 

* more gray-brown with 
smaller white spots; 
thick dark bill; thinner 
neck; longer legs. 


i.) / i 


f @// 
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Length 21-27 inches 
WHITE IBIS aN 


‘The all-white plumage and long reddish decurved ~ TY 
bill are distinctive. ‘The color of the bill blends into / 
the scarlet face of breeding birds; nonbreeding 

adults show a pink to red face. In flight the black 9 white plumage 

wing tips are conspicuous. Phe juvenile White ay black wing tips 
Ibis is the only dark tbis with white v4 show in flight @ 


“THRESKIORNITHIDAE 


~v, | 


underparts and rump. a 
@ SONG Male emits advertising é 

call of Aunk-hunk-hunk-hunk. st 
Female squeals. 


scarlet face , a co 
reddish decurved 
bill with black tip 


e@ reddish legs 


Feeding birds give soft grunting coo, 
? croo, croo frequently as they forage. 


»¢ BEHAVIOR Like other ibis, flies with neck and legs Peto 


outstretched, often in long, loose lines. Seems to prefer 
marshes and pools near the coast, where it feeds by probing. 
Primarily diurnal like other ibis. Flies to communal roosts in 


is. / y Be : GLOSSY IBIS 
shrubs and trees in evening for the night. ere rae inas 
~® BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Usually nests in mixed Similar to juvenile but 
colonies with other wading species. ee 
j : > by white underparts 
¢ NESTING Incubation 21-23 days by both sexes. Altricial and rump © Glossy Ibis 


young remain in nest 28-35 days. Fed by both sexes. Probably range only in the East. 
1 brood per year. 


AN 


¢ POPULATION Common to 
abundant in coastal marshes 
but local. Range has increased, 
but Florida population much 
lower than previous levels. 
Some heavy losses after major 
hurricanes destroy 
roosts/rookeries. 


Rapid wing beats followed by short glide. 
Flies in straight line formation. 


Sticks and sometimes cordgrass or reeds ® near water, occasionally in shrub or on 
low, matted vegetation ® usually 7-15 feet above ground or water ® built by 

female from material gathered by male ¢ 24 pale blue to green-white eggs with 
blotches of brown; subelliptical to long elliptical, 2.3 inches long. 


TIME LOCATION 


Shape pg <> Location Nd ss & 


Sexes similar 
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— 


| Family PyyRESKIORNITHIDAL 


b 


stl 


Species P/puadis chihi 5 Le 


WHITE-FACED IBIS 


i his bird ibmost 1dent CO [ (5 
Ibi n all ly 
9 
ind JUN t bx C¢ ) 
distinguish bet th l 
best eld maf nd te 
(pinkish in wintel ! yuventile b 
| in breeding bird | reeding plum 
white feathers border the lores and 


extend behind th ind unde! 


chin. In inter, 
1 White-faced Ibis ha red 
®e SONG Feeding « 


multisyllable oz 


| 


LGU 


ITIS 


| «gives low-pitched 


} 1/7] } 
PIAA, &i 


¢ BEHAVIOR 
| (Gregarious. Flies 
in straight line 
formations 
leeds ly 
probing with 
long bill, 
eating craytish 
and othe 
invertebrates, 


dS 


well as frogs and fish. 


Usually frequents ‘i 
| freshwater marshes, but 


| coastal birds forage in salt 


marshes and include crabs in diet. 


® BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial: 
often nests in mixed colonies with other ibis, herons, and egrets. 


| ¢ NESTING Incubation 17—26 days by both sexes. Young stay 


in nest about 28 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 
POPULATION | 


,ocal numbers tluctuate, but t 


ncommon to fairly common, but local. 


otal North American population 


Has Tye 


reased since the 1970s. Range also has expanded eastward. 
: © CONSERVATION Serious 
| Flight Pattern — concern in early 1970s, when 
es = ) reproduction failed in many 
ei ‘ rt colonies due to eggshell 


2 ie ieee | 


oe 


| thinning from pesticides 


—————__ present in food chain. 


beats { | 


7 


if / 
Of feather 
OULMNING lore 


ANd CHIN 


; , 
@ TON ANd £ 


We tally olosse , 


TCCn 


GLOSSY IBIS 
Blue-gray lores: 


dark legs. 


a 
T 
| 
| 


20—26 inches | W'"8sPan 3638 inches | 
: 
; 


on of PR ere 
phi hi on — —_ Bulrushes or other plant stems with depression in center ¢ usually in thick 
} marsh growth or short trees ® built by both sexes ® 2-5 pale blue-green to dark 
‘ | Le | turquoise eggs; mostly elliptically ovate, some almost round; 2 inches long. 
Bee 3 na | 
i seers ——— SS 


LOCATION _ 
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4 


Flam THRESKIORNITHIDAE | SPE°S Ajaia ajaja Length 30-40 inches | WinésPan 50-53 inches 


 ROSEATE SPOONBILL 


‘The only spoonbill native to North America, this is also the Aare greenish 
only large pink wading bird normally found on our southern head @ 
coasts. Adults and juveniles alike are unmistakable with large 

spatulate bills. In flight the adult bird looks almost entirely pink 
and flies with its neck and legs extended. During breeding 
season the head sometimes becomes a copper-buff color. 
\ | Juveniles are pale whitish overall. 
e SONG Soft quacking sounds when disturbed. 
e BEHAVIOR Feeds while wading in shallow 
water by rhythmically sweeping its 
spoonbill back and forth. Sensitive << 
nerve endings snap bill shut _ 


@ white hack 


CTUY-2TCEn @ 


spatulate Ail] 


—_—_—— © white breast 


and neck 
pink rump 


~e red coverts on wing form 
red har on folded wing 


© pink wings 
and underparts 


orange tail 
——e pinkish red legs 
and feet 


on any prey encountered. 
Often quite tame. Individuals and flocks frequently found in 


company of other wading birds. : 
GREATER FLAMINGO 
Much larger in size; 


© BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial; often nests in mixed 


» colonies with other wading birds. 5 entirely pink; longer 
—\¥ © NESTING Incubation 22-24 days by both sexes. Young stay legs and neck. 
in nest 35-42 days. Fed by both sexes. Capable of strong flight SCARLET IBIS 
in 49-56 days. 1 brood per year. Much deeper red; 


slender decurved bill. 


-|) © POPULATION Fairly common but local. Virtually eliminated 

| from US in 1860s as water colonies were destroyed. Recolonization 

began in ‘Texas and Florida in 

early 20th century. Sull 
vulnerable to degradation of 
feeding and nesting habitats. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Drainage for development and 
Steady flapping wing beats with short mosquito control threatens 
Bee a perween. foraging habitat. 


Platform with deep hollow in center ¢ made of sticks ¢ lined with twigs and 
leaves ® in mangroves, trees, and shrubs ® usually 5—15 feet above ground or 

water ® built by female with material from male ¢ 1-5 white eggs, spotted with 
brown and occasionally wreathed, 2.6 inches long. 


nee © Sexes similar 


_ ATE TIME LOCATION 
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DATE 


Family (]CONHDAE 


WoobD STORK 


Numbers of the only stork that breeds 
in North America are much reduced 


from their former levels. ‘Uhis large 
bird of southern wetlands and swamps 
appears all white on the ground, 
except for its bare grayish “flinthead” 
and upper neck, blackish gray legs 
with pink feet, and a black tail. In 
flight the trailing edge of the 

wings is black. Storks fly with 

legs and neck extended. Some 
wander northward after the 
breeding season in late 

summer and are irregularly 

recorded north to California, 
‘Tennessee, and Massachusetts; d 
casually as far north as 
southern Canada. Many retreat 
to Florida in winter. 


e SONG Usually silent. Adults 
clatter and snap bills during 
courtship and copulation. Adults 
also infrequently produce airy, 
low, rasping fizz or hiss 
reminiscent of ‘Turkey Vulture. 
© BEHAVIOR Walks or wades 
in shallow water up to its belly 
with head down when feeding. 
Reproductive cycles triggered 
by drying up of waterholes 

that concentrate fish in 
sufficient numbers for 

efficient feeding of young. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 27-32 days by both sexes. Young stay 
in nest 55-60 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year likely. 


—e blackish 


{ OTUY legs 
U LAY beg: 


ae 


‘4 
1 

ae 
: 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common. Destruction of habitat and 


disruption of water flow through 
south Florida major causes of 
decline. Recently shifted range 


Plight Pattern 


to South Carolina. 
® CONSERVATION 


\lternates between strong flapping flight 


and gliding. Masterful at soaring, riding of breeding habitat. 


high on thermals | 


Nest Identification 
| 


| See 2a. <= Location bea 


Plumage Sexes similar 


Habitat vs 


TIME 


LOCATION 


@ hare gray head 
and upper neck 


Endangered in US due to loss 


Large sticks @ lined sparsely with fine materials and green leaves ¢ 50-80 feet 
ibove ground in large cypress trees standing in water ¢ built by both sexes 


0 thick gray-brown 


decurved bill 


—e white body 


JUVENILE 


GREAT EGRE1 
.. Slender white neck; 
feathered head; 

yellow beak. 


AMERICAN 
WHITE PELICAN 
Short legs don’t trail 
behind white tail; 
much longer orange 
beak; shorter neck. 


WHITE IBIS 
Smaller; entirely 
white except for red 
legs, feet, face, and 
decurved bill with 
black up @ in flight, 
body appears white 
with black wing tips; 
red features may look 
dark ¢ flight pattern 
differs, with several 
rapid wing beats 
alternating with a 
glide. 


® 2-5 whitish eggs, elliptical to subelliptical, 2.7 inches long. 


Migration Nl onmigratory 


Weight 6.0 pounds 


ae / 


\ \ 


\ \ 
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amilY QATHARTIDAE SPecles Cyrgeyps atratus Length 23-27 inches | “'N8SPan 54_60 inches 


feet often protrude beyond tt. 
| 
| 
t 
white outer 
: ° GANGA 
primaries ; 
ra Aile feet 
} 
y Sami ; , 
+ © SONG Usually silent, but when competing 
| for food it makes grumbling, barking, and hissing noises. mi ; 
f , ; Similar Birds 
> @ BEHAVIOR Solitary or found in small to large groups. Often 
roosts communally. Diet consists primarily of carrion. Aggressive “ BAI , VULI RI 
° . 4 ° ~ . . . Sare re head (black on 
,,In nature for a vulture, 1t often dominates carrion when other enh acts 
|, Species are present. Sometimes attacks and kills prey. It spreads tangular tail; 2-tones 
its wings when on the roost, especially in the morning, to catch wings from below 
. (black in front, silve 
the ultraviolet rays of the sun. ee et 
- Pray trailing cage); 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. holds wings in dihedral 
ey Se ee when soaring 
¢ NESTING Incubation 37-48 days by both sexes. Semialtricial se hieake 
young remain in nest 80—94 days, and are fed by both sexes. 
| 1 brood per year. 
| eP Se rT a eee 
i Flight Pattern POPULATION Fairly 
| common to common. Decline in 
the Southeast has been due to 
} ~ ~ ° ° 
| the loss of safe nesting habitat. 
| Overall, there has been a slight 
| Several quick deep wing beats followed increase in the Northeast as 
| by a glide; soars on thermals. range has expanded. 
| No nest ® lives in dark recesses or under cover in caves, hollow logs, stumps, 
tree trunks, or abandoned buildings ¢ 2 light grayish green or bluish white 
eggs, usually marked with brown or lavender; elliptical ovate or elongate 
ovate, 3 inches long. 


. 7 ae . 
BLACK VULTURE 
Alternating between several quick flaps 
and a short sail on flat wings, this bird 


WALCT 
seems to labor on the wing more black shin op 
than the ‘lurkey Vulture that it head and neck @ = a 
superficially resembles. In flight 
the wings are wide, with the six 
outermost primaries showing white Souls 
bases beneath. The tail of this j, ie 


vulture is short and squared, barely 
extending beyond the wing, and the 


JATE TIME. = LOCATION 


| 
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a 


Family Ca pPHARTIDAI 


| SPECIES Cyshartes aura Length 9632 inches | “'N&sPan 6872 inches 


TURKEY VULTURE 


( ommonly known as a “bu ird 


Chis bird ranges throu rhout th 
United States and into yuthern 


Canada and south to Sout! a 
@ f// 1 N-€ALER 


\meri is It vets 10S nan dark (pperpart 


from the red skin on tts 


head and dark bi ch 
feathers that resemble 
a turkey. [hts 
carrion feeder ts 


perhaps most @ semicircle 


often seen 1n of whitish to 


™* ,} /, 
flight, when SPLENSE 
° A aTTS LK 10@ 
Its CWO-tONe dan ft 

tly hooked ¢ ANd in front 


wings, black 1n hy hill 


front and silver- 


eray flight 


feathers behind, are most 


ACK VULTURI 
Very black, including 


head ind stubby tail; 


visible. Soaring birds hold their wings 
above their backs in a shallow V called a 
dihedral and rock from side to side as if = pale e Ea ale 


unsteady in the air. 


© SONG Usually silent. Makes hisses, 


erunts, or growls around food. 


e BEHAVIOR Circles just above treetops 


protrude beyond tail in 
flight; white primaries 
) under wing tip; flaps 


ind glides more 


GOLDEN EAGLI 
yay : : . \% 
and up tO 200 teet high, searching for prey by Much larger; looks | 
smell and sight. Birds gather quickly after an heavien shorter ‘fan 
,' shaped tail; larger 
animal dies. keeds primarily on fresh or rotten ee, eee es 
feathered head; large | 
carrion. Also eats roadkill (many become victims strongly hooked yellow 
to autos themselves); stillborn livestock and beak; flies with wings | 
a 1 4 ; held in flat plane ] 
itterbirth; and dead young of egrets, herons, ILUIVENILE 


] 


ibis, and similar species, at heronries. Has been ZONE-VAILED HAWK 
| <7 Ade Sime tees | ] fat Black; feathered head; 
known to eat vegetables and even pumpkins tf shortage easel Neend 

. 1A P : OIG WHIte Call DANS; 
of food. Master at soaring. Often roosts communally at night. | ered Black. Hint 
® BREEDING Monogamous. feathers; yellow cere, 


1 rinim 7 ; , ; legs, and feet. 
© NESTING [Incubation sO a davs by both sexes. 


semuraltricial young stay in nest 66-88 days; both sexes feed by 


regurgitating. 1 brood per year. 


— 
| Flight Pattern ¢ POPULATION Common. 
| : me Very slight overall increase. 
< 
: »y y | ‘ TTS > Ara 
ety he | @ CONSERVATION | 
i | Remarkably resistant to most | 
——_ diseases, especially those likely 
l ly wit | to be present in carrion. 
is - r of - ; az | a 7 - 
Nest Identification | 
es 5 oe rn | loors of caves, rock outcroppings, hollow trees, empty buildings, and rocks 
we } 01 © |—3 white or cream eggs, often splashed with brown; subelliptical, 


| or elliptical, 2.8 inches long. 


ur | U4 uu § | Migration Migratory | Welt 3.2 pounds | 
ie | WE eras ad # | 


PiIME LOCATION 


4 
| 

le 
b 
k 


| CALIFORNIA CONDOR 


, “finger-tipped” 


BIRDS O| 


NORTH 


AM EI 


LICA e@ 


LO] 


lamiy C ATHARTIDAE 


Length 13 


Species () ynnogyps calife Ornianus 


Now almost extinct, the California Condor was pink s/ 


abundant during the Pleistocene Era more 


once 


than a million years ago. ‘lo save the bird 


from extinction, all wild birds were 


captured by 1987 for a captive breeding 


‘loday they are found mainly 


1990s, 


program. 


in captivity. In the young 
captive-reared birds were placed in 
the wild in southern California and 


the Grand Canyon region of Arizona 
as nuclei for new wild populations. 

The last time a pair attempted to 

nest in the wild was in 1980. 

The California Condor has the 

largest wingspan of any North 

American land bird. 

e SONG Hisses, grunts, 

makes growling notes, 

_ hiccups, or coughs. 

® BEHAVIOR Eats 
: primarily large carrion, 

2—3 pounds of meat each 
day when available. Can 
survive several days without , 
, feeding. Flies on large slotted 
wings held flat. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous; thought 
‘to mate for life, 
reproductive rate; requires 5—7 years to reach sexual maturity. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 42-50 days by both sexes. 
Semuialtricial young stay with parents for 180 days, fed by both 
“Sexes. No more than | brood every other year. 
,® POPULATION Before becoming endangered, found in 
foothills and mountains of southern and central California. 
- Some surviving birds are in zoos and bird sanctuaries. 
® CONSERVATION Declined almost to extinction due to 
hunting, lead poisoning, and second-hand poisoning from feeding 


|| | Flight Pattern 


re 


t 
a 
y 


using the same nest for many years. Has slow 


on dead poisoned coyotes and 
rodents. Nests and nesting areas 
in California likely will be 
protected again should the birds 
begin nesting where they have 


been reintroduced. 


Master at soaring for long periods with 


minimum flapping of wings. 


55 inches 


On ledges on brushy or rocky outcropping, 


cavity In giant sequoia @ 1 | 


Shape @» 


Location /g\ rg 
C) 


inaccessible cliff 


greenish white or bluish egg, 


rIME 
ME 


LOCATION 


Wingspan 


9 5 feet 


UVENILE 


Similar Birds 


lela 


n 


lar tail 


\ 


(;SOLDI 
ere? 


no dee 


+ lib dral a 
se 


ne 


ip AGLI 


< head; 


in nm 


edge of wing 


row r. mv 


f, cave 


4.3 inches 


floor, or in 


long 


Family ANATIDAI | Seecies Dendrocygna autumnalis | Length 19-22 inches | W!N€SPaN 34 36 inches 


aM sea 


102 e BIRDS OF NORTH ANERICA 


sth 


BLACK-BELLIED WHISTLING-DUCK 


l“his gooseli e du 


lees and neck 1s much n 


Common in th \mer 
tropics. In flight its | 
white wing patch cr 
sharph th tl ( 
flight teathe nd 


beyond the black tail 
It is the only North 
American duck with an 


entirely red spatulate 
bill. Juveniles are pale 
abov Cc and below, 
lacking the black bells 
and having bars of black 
mottling on their sides, 
flanks, and lower 
bellies; bills are gray. 

e SONG High-pitched 


4-note whistle, pe-che 


@ black belly, 


} 1) hia if) ( jj 
Che-N€ OF @AA-CHED-2DRN rump, and tail 


whe-whew, often 1s given 
in flight. 
® BEHAVIOR Often in 


small groups. k locks on 
shallow water; perches in trees. 

leeds primarily at night. ls 

| requently retreats TO woodlands Jt VENILE 
when disturbed; easily maneuvers 


between trees. Primary diet aquatic 


Similar Birds 


FULVOUS 


¢ WHISTLING-DUCK 
Paty Gray bill, legs, and feet; 


paler brown plumage; 


. } 
vegetation, cultivated grains, and 


2p ID NIG’ { 
® BREEDING Monogamous 


seeds. 


® INESTING Incubation 25—30 days by both sexes, but 


Ix; Ky . | \ ‘ ) 7 
primarily by male. Young precocial; leave nest 18-24 hours after incden bineke belly: 


| 
L 


| | ] j ] 1 
hatching. Lended by both sexes for at least 144 days. Possibly 
2 broods per year. “Dump” nests produced by more than one female 


i 
laying eggs ina single nest are 


| Fisht Piers | common, which results in 


Age Neel documented nests containing 


+ |} more than 100 eggs. 
| @® POPULATION Uncommon 


t ~— = 4 to casual. Local. 

| Direct flight witt dete aati te ® BIRDHOUSES Will nest in 

| EreS DOXES: 

[ a ag a ee ee a 

Nest Identification 

le ———— ee nae i () | ibove ground in elms, willows, and other trees ¢ also on ground 
= hes, weeds, or grasses near water’s edge @ built by female ¢ 

| ) Py Fe Bk hite or creamy white eggs, 2 inches long 


Sexes similar | T@0%@l yas 1g jvieete Migratory Weight 4.8 pounds 


TI rIME _ LOCATION __ 


Length 18-21 inches | Wingspan 36 inches 


milY ANATIDAE Species Pendrocygna bicolor 


| 
/FULVOUS WHISTLING-DUCK 
'-FULVOUS WHISTLING-DUCK 
In its upright stance with its long legs and neck, 
this duck is somewhat gooselike in appearance. 
One of the most widely distributed waterfowl Pee ee 
in the world, this rich fulvous brown duck head and neck e 
-resembles no other North American 
/duck on land or water. It flies with a 
noticeable droop in its long neck 
P : , dark cap and 
and with legs and feet extended ieswensh 
beyond the tail. Its white down midline 
/ 
rump patch contrasts of hindneck @ 
against the black tail. 
ag brownish black back 
with feathers edged 
1A@N)-DTOWN @ 
| . 
black tail 


@ fawny-fulvous 
underparts 


white Trump white slashes 
on sides 


| 
| 
| 
/¢ SONG High squeaking 2-syllable whistle, pe-chee, usually is given 
‘while bird is in flight. 
'e¢ BEHAVIOR Feeds at night. Walks on land. Eats grass and Siar Bapds 
: faced seeds. Forages in fields for waste grain; seems to be 
»particularly fond of rice. Roosts by day in dense vegetation. Se EN ei 
Often found in large flocks. Boldlwitite wing stip’ 
»® BREEDING Monogamous. r in flight; black belly; 
—@ NESTING Incubation 24—26 days by both sexes. Young stay | Si ei ta 
- in nest 55-63 days. Young tended by both sexes but find own food. 
1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Uncommon 
to fairly common locally. 
Decline in Southwest; increase 
in Southeast. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Direct heronlike flight with slow deep Considered a “pest” species by 
Beeibeats. some rice farmers in the South. 


BLACK-BELLIED 


Nest Identification Woven grass, sedges, and cattails © no down added * on ground next to water or 
: in dense marsh just above water in bulrushes or dense beds of cattails @ rarely in 
Shape -se <> way PR’ : > wh; 
Lal tree cavity ® built by female ¢ 12-14 white or buff-white eggs; bluntly ovate, 
Location | a: short ovate, or oval; 2.1 inches in diameter. 
A 
~ 


ATE TIME LOCATION 
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Wingspan 53_64 inches 


Pesan 7 : ae : paper: 
| Family ANATIDAE Species Ayser fabalis Length 28_35 inches 
| : : = Z =z 


— — 


re , ss 
BEAN GOOSE dart Braet beat 
‘This Old World dark gray-brown goose is named omen 


| forits habit of foraging in grain and bean fields in 


autumn. At close range it shows a distinctive 
vellow to orange saddle across its dark bill. It 
makes rare to casual spring appearances with 
other geese in western Alaska and on islands in 
the Bering Sea. In flight, flocks form an 


oblique angle or long line. These geese are 
@ black bill with 
yellow-orange 


saddl 


very cautious when in flocks in winter and in 
migration, but when nesting become very 
quiet and tame allowing a close approach. 
e SONG Low strident wvg-uvuk similar to 


barnyard geese. 
tom) 


e BEHAVIOR Alert and wary, but sits NAITOR whine 
tightly on nest allowing a close approach. @777"6 0" 
ok 


Feeds primarily on vegetable matter, 
including seeds and fruits of cultivated 
agricultural plants. 

¢ BREEDING Nests in colonies, 
but each nest is rarely closer 


than 50 feet to another. 


- —e pale grayish 
brown breast, 
sides, and flanks 


white-cdeed feathers e 
LIVE scallope d 
Appearance 


white belly and 


@ under tail coverts 


pinkish orange legs. e—— 


and feet GREATER WHITE- 


FRONTED GOOSE 
Pink bill; white 
face patch at base 


¢ NESTING Incubation 27-29 

days. Young stay in nest 49-54 days. 

@ POPULATION Rare to casual in spring 
in insular and western Alaska; strays to New World. 

Ee a ea © CONSERVATION 

| Flight Pattern Harvested over much of its 
eee range as a game species. In 


of bill; dark barring 
on underparts. 


A : >. . 

| + | -¥ rs vin a some parts of its breeding and 
| | + FT winter ranges it is managed 
2 aes —————= with limited hunting in certain 
bf Siren cnReL ent Wineteady WINE time periods. 
Deal 1’ hic n \ formation 
—_———— 
| | Nest Identification 

—— ———— — \top small pile of tundra grass ® wooded marshes or small islands of rivers or 
| Shape -ve- <r Location ame seg “ swamps ® 4-5 white eggs. 

| a = 

| 

Se sins f 

| ¢ lum q 


Migration Migratory Weight Tel pounds 


DAT] IME __ LOCATION a 
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> GREATER WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE 


| ‘he only North American goose with the inl Seaaieh 


combination of a white face at the base of ray head, neck. 


Length 26-34 inches | Wingspan 53-62 inches a 


= 


white on front of 
+ the bill, dark barring on the belly, and and upperparts @ haat an ind 
hase of bill extend 
@ fi forehead 


orange-yellow legs and feet. In flight the 


blue-gray wing coverts contrast with the 


brown body and U-shaped rump patch, and 
e@ pink bil] 


the “specklebelly” is easily seen. Huge INK | 
: QUA wi {ip 


numbers winter on the eastern Great 
Plains. ‘The Pink-footed Goose, a 
vagrant from Greenland, ts 
occasionally found 
mixed into 


@ brownish era) 
underparts with heavy 
dark mottling and barring 


Similar Birds 


SNOW GOOSI 


black tail 


white undertail 
coveTTS 


orange-yellow 
@ fees and feet 


Juvenile dark morph 
has dark legs and bill: 


lacks white on face 


3 lacks dark barring on 
Greater 

White-fronted 

-Geese in the Maritimes 


or northeastern US. 

7 §¢ SONG High-pitched laughing 
) pkah-lah-aluek and loud wah-wah-wah. 

-}¢ BEHAVIOR Dabbles and walks well on land. Feeds on 

"|. grasses, grain, aquatic plants, and insects. Favors freshwater 
pools, lakes, and marshes. In winter found in grasslands and 
-) agricultural fields. Flies high in V formations with clamorous 
- “talking” among individuals in flock. 
- | ® BREEDING Monogamous. 


t 

| flocks of 
) underparts 
=}, EMPEROR GOosI 
Juvenile has dark bill; 
lacks dark barring on 


belly ® western range 


BEAN GOOSI 
Black bill with yellow 


band near tip; gray- 


brown overall; darker 


brown on upperparts; 
orange feet and legs: 
whitish center to belly 


® western range. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 
22-28 days by female. Young 
precocial; first flight at 

38-49 days. Tended by both 
sexes. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common to 
fairly common. Midcontinent 
numbers increasing. 


Steady direct flight with rapid wing beats. 
Flies in V formation. 


Plant material and down ® on ground near water in open, wet tundra ® built by 
female ¢ 3-6 buff, cream, pinkish white, or nest-stained eggs; elliptical to ovoid, 
3.1 inches long. 


Habitat ye ® see Migration Migratory Weight 6 () pounds 


ATE TIME LOCATION 


M@EC Sexes similar 
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Family ANATIDAE Species Chen canagica 


EMPEROR GOOSE 


Perhaps the most striking goose in North | 


Wingspan 48 56 inches 


Length 2630 inches 


America, this small, stocky, thick- 
Id © white head and 

necked goose Is seldom seen hindneck 
because of its high-arctic 
haunts, where It 1s 
never far from 2 ie 
coastal tundra. In bluish gray body scalloped 
flight the body 1 with black-and-white bars 

tom] J = on 

e above and below 

appears silvery 


gray with a white pink @ 
head and 
hindneck. ‘The 
head is often 
stained rust 

in summer. 

¢ SONG While 
flying, */a-ga, 
kKla-ga, kla-ga and 
u-lugh, u-lugh. 


¢ BEHAVIOR 

Wary but often 

allows close approach 
when it is incubating. 
Walks well. Feeds ona 
variety of plant material, 
some crustaceans, and 
mollusks by dabbling. 


black throat and 
_e@ foreneck 


white tail 


bright yellow- 
orange legs and feet 


Favors ponds and marshes 
on coastal flats. Flies low and 
seems to keep its distance from 


centers of human activity even 
when it is migrating. 
—— SNOW GOOSE 
® 2 ih ir ee ‘ . I 
BREEDING Monogamous. Blue manok tise 
| ® NESTING Incubation 14-27 days by female. Young entirely white head 
Pe and neck; pink legs 


precocial; first flight at 50-60 days. ‘Tended by both sexes. ; 
; . and feet; larger. 


| 1 brood per year. 


© POPULATION Uncommon. Declining. Casual in California. 

Se ® CONSERVATION Eskimos 
Flight Pattern once rounded up thousands in 
“goose drives” during 
postbreeding, the flightless molt 
period, then drove them into 
traps to be killed for food. 
Dramatic declines in 19th and 
20th centuries. 


| Nest Identification 


NAPE ~» Location wun LL M4 
Ped 


rT a sl. 
= GLE Dine nes oe ; 
| ¥ Saeee exe Simmilal Habitat yo ou NOR SESS Migration Migratory Ween oD pounds 


DAT} TIME. LOCATION 
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amily AN ATIDAE Species (poy caerulescens Length 2531 inches | Wingspan 53_6( inches 


SNOW GOOSE 


[his species comprises two color morphs that, until the last 
quarter of the 20th century, were considered separate species: 


Snow Goose for the white morph and Blue Goose for the dark 
or blue morph. ‘The plumage of the white morph ts entirely 
white in adults except for black primary feathers. Blue 

morph adults have a white head and neck with a dusky 


5 : L 
gray-brown body and white tail coverts. pei 


Y . 4 . : primaries 
e SONG Shrill falsetto notes and occasional softened 


honk. High-pitched nasal barking continuously in 
chorus in flight. 

e¢ BEHAVIOR Flies in bunched flocks or in broad 
U formations. Dabbler that walks easily on land. 
Grazes on tender shoots, waste grain, and other 
vegetable matter. Color morphs tend to 

segregate on breeding 


grounds, but mixed pink bill white body ma 
partners sometimes DARK MORPH 
ADULT 


do pair and nest. 


¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous. 


Colonial; densities ieee 
of up to 1,200 pairs “OPINNING 


per square mile. patch” e 
© NESTING of Meds 
Incubation . 

23-25 days by 
‘female. Precocial 
young leave nest 


WHITE MORPH 
ADULT 


ROSS’S GOOSI 


fa eae Warohi A> 
soon after hatching, : | Smaller; short, stubby 
Ptended by both | ET, bill; rounder head; lacks 
parents. First flight ain grinning patch. 
at 38-49 days. ge . "2 EMPEROR GOOSE 
| § . 
1 brood per year. WHITE MORPH DARK MORPH “as Similar to blue morph 
2 eats : een RNG . black throat and 
: - aa JUVENILE JUVENILE : 
® POI ULATION Very foreneck; bright orange- 
common to abundant. yellow legs and feet 
Increasing overall, with blue morph increasing and white morph plies ital 


decreasing because of selection by predators on breeding 

grounds and hunters on 

wintering grounds. 

® CONSERVATION Some 

-----~- a an ; management in certain areas of 

breeding range to prevent 
overpopulation and destruction 

| Strong direct flight with moderate of habitat by increased 

wing beats. populations. 


i 
\ 
| 
Built by female ¢ filled with mosses ¢ lined with grasses and down ®@ 3—5 white 


. . enel oD, . . o 
Shape Leostion or nest-stained eggs, 3.2 inches long. 


, 


WATE - pie TIME. LOCATION 
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4 


Wingspan 47_54 inches 


| Length 21_26 inches 


Family ANA TIDAE ‘Species Chey rossi 


; | 
ROSS’S GOOSE | 
Often seen with the Snow Goose, North 
America’s smallest goose is said to have a gentle od 
expression. Like the Snow Goose, Ross's Goose 
has both a white morph and a very uncommon round head e— reer 
blue morph. It can be distinguished from the m | 


Snow Goose from a distance by its smaller size 


and shorter neck and at closer range by its ite 

stubby triangular bill, which lacks the short nech e——S 4a 

“orinning patch.” In flight it has A stubby, 

a knell . ‘a triangular, deep 
faster wing beats than the pinkish red bill 
Snow Goose. with warty 


bluish base 


bla £ 


wing Nps 


snow-white body 


© SONG Low throaty 
kug or weak kek, kek or 
ke-gak, ke-gak. Similar to 
call of smaller races of 
Canada Goose. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Eats fresh 
grasses and grains. Often 
can be seen feeding with 


WHITE 
MORPH 


BLUE 4 
MORPH 


Snow Cs3GESe. SNOW GOOSE 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. "Longer neck and bill; 


has “grinning patch” 


e NESTING Incubation 21-24 days by female. ‘Tended by both ae 

x6 ; ? : : on cutting edge of bill; 
sexes. First flight at 40-45 days. 1 brood per year. 5) Fives tends genes 
stains often visible on 
face in summer; slower 
wing, beats. 


® POPULATION Rare to uncommon in migration and outside 
its wintering grounds in California, New Mexico, and the states 
along the lower Mississippi River. Fairly common on its 


breeding grounds. 

Wa © CONSERVATION Numbers 

Flight Pattern were decimated by market 
hunting, especially in 
California, until it was regulated 
early in the 20th century. 
Populations increased in the last 
half of the 20th century. 


Nest Identification 


| ee Soft PTASSCS, MOSS, and twigs e lined with small amount of down ° built 
by female ¢ 4-5 white eggs; subelliptical, 2.9 x 1.9 inches. i 


Shape -se Location ummm gy 


} — — 


Plumage o as 
umMage Sexes similar 


Migration Migratory Weight 3.7 pounds 


DATE : TIME___ LOCATION 
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aMilY ANATIDAE 


Species Branta canadensis. 


Length 25-45 inches | Wingspan 75 inches 


} CANADA GOOSE ton 


Found in every province and state at some time of and neck ¢ 
the year, this is the most common, familiar, and 
widespread goose in North America. Breeding 


) programs in the 20th century established or = 
reestablished populations in the southern part ns 
of the range. Size varies tremendously over 

the vast range, from 22-inch Mallard-sized 

arctic birds to giant geese reaching 45 

inches and weighing 24 pounds. 

¢ SONG Small races make brownish gray 
high rapid cackle; large ap oll 
races make deep, musical 
| honk-a-lonk. 

}e BEHAVIOR 
Mates for life. 
| Unlike most 

| waterfowl but 
like most 
other geese, 
family units 
remain together 
through winter 
and until they 
}return to breeding § pack sail 
grounds. Dabblers 

sand grazers; walk 

‘well on land. Feeds 

on variety of aquatic 

‘and terrestrial plants. 

© BREEDING 

| Monogamous. 


@ blackish bill 


@ white “chin strap” 
wraps from ear to 
ear under throat 


——e paler gray-brown 
breast and sides 


white 
undertail 
coverts 


—— © light to dark 
underparts, 
depending on race 


BRAN1 
Lacks white chin strap; 


+e NESTING Incubation “= black breast. 
25-30 days by female. Young leave nest at 1—2 days. BARNACLE GOOSE 
First flight at 42-49 days for smaller races, 56-63 days for larger % — Entirely white face; 
races. Young feed themselves with parents’ help. 

¢ POPULATION Common to abundant. Species as a whole 
probably still increasing. 


black breast; white 


sides ® eastern range. 


¢ CONSERVATION Widely 
harvested as a game bird; highly 
managed on breeding grounds, 
wintering areas, and migratory 
staging areas. Widely 
introduced to establish new 
Strong direct flight with deep wing beats. populations or restore 


Flies in V formation. . 
extirpated ones. 


= ; —— 
4 (BO [RAPP ACY bp ONT Re 
Identification 


A) 
| [IV@ST 0 . ° . 
Sticks, grass, weeds, and moss ® lined with down ® on slightly elevated dry 


Shape -. <> wy ground near water ® will nest on man-made structures and nest platforms 


| Location yy gee AAA a oe i 


MABE Sexes similar | Habitat ye 


¢ built by female * 4—7 white, nest-stained eggs, 2.9 inches in diameter. 


Migration Migratory Weight g 4 pounds 


ATE TIME LOCATION 
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ANATIDAE 


| Family Length 99 


Species Brayta bernicla 


22-26 inches | Winespan 43-48 inches 


| 
a 
| 


BRANT 


A tundra species most often seen wintering along sea 
coasts, this small short-necked goose ts not much 
larger than a Mallard. ‘The two races in Nortl 

America differ in appearance. Both have dark 

brown backs, but whereas the western bird 

has a dark belly, the eastern form has a pale 


one and its white patches do not mect at 
the front of the neck. In both plumages 
the white rump is conspicuous in flight 
¢ SONG ( 
drawled ¢-7=7-0”4, 07 


e BEHAVIOR Often flies low in 


ragged bunches with position of 


all is throaty 


JOMR. 


birds changing often and 
without appearance of 


a leader. Incubating 


blackish 


hille 
| 
birds sit @ Mach 
| 7 
i} CUA, HECK 
ughtly on 
Wd DTCA 


nest and he low 


with neck and head 


stretched flat, blending 
with surrounding tundra. dusky brown bars e 


1 fy} 
OW SIAES ANA [lank 


) t . t > i > ] 
Relatively tame. Feeds 


primarily on vegetable matter. 


® BREEDING Monogamous. 
| Viates 


1.4 ] ] 
> for lite. Korms loose colonies. 


Nt wrInTR 1 ‘ = 
® NESTING Incubation 22—26 days by female. First 


| the ht at 40-50 days. Lended by both sexes. 
| @® POPULATION Common and local. May be declining. 
‘ ‘ v1 + ar y, ‘ j 14 - “ , £ 
| @® CONSERVATION A dic-oft of eelgrass, a major source of food 


for the Brant, on the Atlantic 


Flight Pattern | Coast in the 1930s had 


| —— serious Impact on population. 
© ~ ' + A ~* | No long-term damage 
; | reported, because the Brant 
switched to another food 


source. Eelgrass made a 


partial recovery. 


while rump, 
upper tail and 
under tail 

® COvEeTTS 


blackish 
legs and 
@ feel 


bla b 
tail 


CANADA GOOSI 

Larger; longer neck; 
large white “chin strap”; 
pale brown breast. 


BARNACLE GOOSE 
Whitish face and sides 


® eastern range. 


Nest Identification 


| Ww bowl of gras 


ORS weer devi I | IT 


ind other materials ® heavily lined with down @ on small 
tundra pond, usually 1- 5 miles from ¢ 


or buff eggs: subelliptical to elliptical, 2.9 inches in diameter. 


oast ® built by female ¢ 


— - — = = 


| Micration Migratory 


DATE PIMI LOCATION 
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Length 56-62 inches | Winespan 7_8 feer 


naked black lores e 


family ANATIDAE Spe 


MUTE SWAN 


Affluent residents and urban parks introduced this 

European swan to the environs of the Hudson River 

and Long Island through gardens, pools, and ponds. 

It has become established primarily along the 

north Atlantic Coast from southern New all-white plumage @ 


England to Virginia and secondarily 

around the Great Lakes (where there } 

are now coordinated efforts to tye 

reduce its numbers). Adults, ee = Was 2 ° eat a : 
with their graceful S-curved ~~ a na rine tea 
necks, erected wing pein a ih 

feathers, and black- : a eee! 

knobbed orange bills, =a 
are unmistakable on NS = often held in 


f » S curve 


the water. 
¢ SONG Variety of 


5 4 
hisses, barks, and A 
snorts. Generally 
silent although not : 


really “mute.” 


¢ BEHAVIOR 

- Decorative and graceful 
on water but awkward on 
, land. Feeds by thrusting 
its long neck down to collect 

> aquatic plants from bottom or 

tips up. Aggressive in defense 

of territory, it attempts to drive away any large bird 
or animal (humans and dogs included). Prefers 

_ freshwater, salt marshes, and protected bays. 


*® BREEDING Monogamous. Forms long-term JUVENILE 

pair bonds. Pair defends large territory. Rarely 

“nests in colonies. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 35-38 days by both sexes, but female 

does more. Precocial young tended by both sexes but feed 

themselves. First flight at 100-155 days. 

¢ POPULATION Introduced, naturalized, and locally common. 
ee Increasing by expansion from 
Flight Pattern zi contiguous areas of release. 

¢ CONSERVATION Exotic 

species; native of Eurasia. 

Efforts to systematically remove 

or reduce populations in some 

areas because of fear of 

competition with native species. 


‘TUNDRA SWAN 
Winters in range of 
introduction ® black 
bill without knob; 
naked yellow lores 
(not all birds); holds 
neck straight upright 
and bill parallel to 


water; does not 


elevate secondaries 


when swimming. 


Plant material in mound ¢ lined with down @ on shoreline, small island, or 
mound built up in shallows ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 4—8 light gray or bluish green 
eggs; subelliptical, 4.5 inches long. 


Shape pg «gy Location | AAA —— 


Sie Sexes similar | “bitat eee yee “an Migration Nionmigratory | Weight 26.0 pounds 


)ATE TIME LOCATION 
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Wingspan 68 5 feet 


Family ANATIDAE 


TRUMPETER SWAN 


The largest waterfowl in North America ts also the largest 
swan in the world. ‘The species was on the brink of extinction 
around 1900 due to egg and feather collection as well as the 
unlimited shooting of these birds. ‘The population at that 
time is estimated to have been as low as a thousand 


individuals. Saving this species was one of the most hill held 
notable conservation efforts of the 20th century. naked black lores parallel to 
; ; a : —_ water when 
e SONG Resonating honking notes; far-reaching faper into point 4 cadena 
no fy-ho. Of ee ld at eye and form SWI Wg 
deep rasping so-f0. Often compared to Old- V at forehead e— 


fashioned oo-ga horns of vintage autos. Given 
frequently in flight and while swimming. 
e BEHAVIOR Dabbler; plunges head and pink line at base e- 


long neck deep into water to tear away of a — long black 
: a : ‘smile line Hl] slopes 

aquatic plants from bottom; sometimes hase — 

ee ss venly into 
digs up tuberous roots with feet. flattened 
forehead 


neck held erect e— + : 
When SWIMMING ‘ ' 
or walking . aaa 


white overall — a 
Wes i. 
‘ a 


Defends large territory. Favors freshwater 
lakes, ponds, and rivers; sometimes retreats to 
coastal bays in winter. 

® BREEDING Monogamous. Forms long-term 


“TUNDRA SWAN 
Smaller; black lore 
tapers to point in front 


of eye and goes straight 


pair bonds. Solitary nester. JUVENILE across forehead; yellow 
SEITE : . 5 5 . spot often present in 

e NESTING Incubation 32-37 days, mostly by female. front of eye; rounded 

Precocial young tended by both sexes. First flight at head without flat slope 


of bill to forehead. 


91-110 days. 1 brood per year. 
@¢ POPULATION Fairly common in breeding range. Numbers are 
low, perhaps 6,000 birds, but 
stable or increasing. 

© CONSERVATION Some 
small local flocks stable, 
threatened, or extirpated 
because of changes tn land use. 
bears, Fliction in sicher straight tine ol Reintroduction into some 


V formation. | former ranges sull underway. 
Nest Identification 


Strong dircet flight with steady wing 


Low mound of plant material on floating platform ¢ on top of muskrat and 
beaver lodges © made of bulrushes, reed grasses, and sedges ® surrounded by 
water ® built by both sexes @ 2-13 cream, white, or nest-stained eggs; 
subelliptical to long elliptical, 4.4 inches long. 


Habitat mses 


DATE CCC TIME LOCATION 


Shape 22 « Location gey All 


Plumage Sexes similar 


Weight 25.1 pounds 


Migration Migratory 
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TU INDRA SWAN yellow to orange spot in 


front of eye (most birds) ¢ 


‘The most common and widespread swan in 
North America, this species breeds on arctic 
tundra and winters principally on the Atlantic and 
Pacific Coasts. Wintering concentrations on some 
coastal bays and lakes are spectacular in scope 
and activity. Swans are often associated with 
water; they are exceptionally fast swimmers. 
When flying they are large spectacular birds with 
long triangular wings, snow white to the tips of 
all flight feathers. ‘Vhe thin outstreached neck 
appears like a line more than half the length 

of the body, with a black point at the end. 


© black bill with 
slightly CONCAVE 
profile to 


rounded head 


’ @ black lores pointed 
/o Just in front of eye 
make straight line 
across forehead 

}@ SONG Clamoring notes or yodeling; 

soft musical laughter, wow-HOW-ow, 

heavily accented on second 

syllable; repeated who-who’. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Dabbler; : ; 
ri : 

plunges long neck and yi 

head beneath water 

to pick aquatic 


? vegetation and dig up roots of submerged plants. Like other 
| swans, runs across water beating its wings to achieve takeoff. 
Once in flight flies with neck and head thrust straight forward 
and feet protruding beneath tail. 


+® BREEDING The Tundra Swan is monogamous. It finds a 
| mate and pairs for life. It is also Known to be a solitary nester 
that is widespread over the tundra. 


| ® NESTING Incubation 31-40 days, mostly by female. 

Precocial young tended by both 
sexes. First flight at 60-70 days. 
1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common on 
breeding range. Common to 
rare on wintering range. 


Strong direct flight with steady wing Increasing. 
beats. Flies in straight line or V formation. 


TRUMPETER SWAN Q CO 
(“ Larger; bill slopes into 
il. flat forehead; no yellow 
spot in front of eye; black 
lores taper to point 
touching eye and form V 
across forehead; pink 


“smile line.” 


Low mound of plant material such as mosses, dried grasses, and sedges ® near 
lake or other open water on ridge or island @ built by both sexes, but male does 
more ® 4—5 creamy white or nest-stained eggs; elliptically ovate, 4.2 inches long. 


Shape 2Q cy Location am £¢% 


‘ 


uMaee Sexes similar Migration Migratory Weight 15.7 pounds 


ATE 


TIME LOCATION 
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Family ANA TIDAE 


WHOOPER SWAN 


‘This Eurasian counterpart of the ‘Trumpeter Swan is known for its loud 
buglelike call. In ancient umes the Icelanders thought Whooper Swans 
had miraculous abilities and that once their eggs hatched the adult birds 
flew to the moon. Like some swans this bird holds its neck stiff and 
straight while swimming, exhibiting the black-tipped yellow bill. , large swatch 
The yellow of the bill extends forward below the nostril in an aoe hes of lemon- 

‘wedge. Bewick’s Swan, a Eurasian race of th eal 
acute wedge. Bewick’s Swan, a Eurasian race of the bike 
Tundra Swan that also may be seen on the Aleutian wlan out 
Islands, is similar but smaller, with a concave 


to form acute 


; long neck e—= ngle 
culmen and a straight to obtuse angle eae ee ie i 
between the black and yellow white overall @ 
Slattened, 
blunt black bill 


parts of the bill. Immature Whooper Swans 
are a dusky gray color. “They have black- 
tipped bills with a pink patch on the base of 
the bill that appears in the same shape as the 
yellow patch on the bill of the adult bird. 


« TRUMPETER SWAN 

\ Sloping forehead; solid 
black bill and bare skin 

coming to a point at eye 
¢ immature has pinkish 
brown bill; gray-brown 
overall © voice differs; gives 
a deep honking. 


¢ SONG Loud beautiful buglelike call, gang-go- 
gang-go or hoo-hoo-hoo. Noisiest of all the swans. 


. r . : JUVE LE 
© BEHAVIOR Eats invertebrates and water JUVENILI 


plants. Feeds by dipping head and neck in water. 
Does not dive. Wings whistle in flight. Takes off from water 
after running on surface while flapping wings. 


im TUNDRA SWAN 
. Smaller; bill entirely black 
Ln ath and dorsal surface (culmen) | 
aa slightly concave; black facial 
skin tapers to point in front 
of eye and cuts straight 
across forehead; yellow spot 
in front of eye. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous; may pair for life. Solitary. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 35 days by female. Precocial young 
leave nest shortly after hatching. Tended by both sexes. First 
flight at 78-96 days. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Accidental to casual in North America in the 
Aleutians; has nested on Attu. 
Records on US Pacific Coast 
south to California may be 
either wild birds or escapees 
from captivity 

® CONSERVATION 
Hunting the Whooper Swan 
is prohibited by law. 


( nhurried rapid direct flight with deep 


| trong wing beats. Flies in V formation. 


Nest identification 


[leap of moss, reeds, or grass © on shallow water or hidden island ¢ 4-6 large 
yellowish white eggs; subelliptical, 4.4 inches long. 


rlumaee Sexes similar | Habitat ss , Migration Migratory Weight 20.6 pounds 


DATI 


PIM LOCATION | 
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-30 inches 


20 inches 


Species Ajy sponsa Length 47_ 


Wingspan 2. 


WoobD DUCK 


Considered by many to be the most beautiful duck in North 


America, the colorful male of this species is unmistakable with 
white lines on 


its large iridescent crest and multicolored bill. In flight it 
| = = ° head and cre S/ 


appears big-headed with a short neck and a long 
squared tail. ‘Vhe bill angles downward. 


¢ SONG Male makes soft up-slurred long, pointed 
whistle. Female makes rising 4o0-cek crest @ 
and sharp crrreek, crrreek. iridescent 
blue-green 


bac k 


© black head 


@ ed, white. 
hlack, and 


burgundy flanks e yellow bill 


~ 


eo / shape d 
white patch on 
lace and neck 


long squared 
dark tail 


¢ BEHAVIOR vellowish sides MALI debris ml 
~ @ @ Spo g 
Frequents wooded 

‘watercourses, ponds, 


,and swamps. Dabbler 
that feeds primarily on 


e@ gray head and crest ECLIPSE 
MALE 


short 
dark bill 


© white teardrop 


eo able material and pe 
paeects but also eats M4 
snails, tadpoles, and white 
»salamanders. Walks chin 
seasily on land and often 
‘forages there. Sometimes 


several females “dump” brownish 
breast 


—e white streaks 
on sides and 


Hanks 


FEMALE 
eggs in single nest box, 
which may hold 20-40 Male unmistakable 

eggs. Often perches in trees. - Ss ie ak inal 
‘¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. eae GREEN-WINGED TEAL 
.© NESTING Incubation 25-37 days by JUVENILE ne a anagem 
female. First flight in 56-70 days. Tended by Ke AT aa 
female. 1 brood per year in North; sometimes 2 in South. = 


i 
b 
| 
r 
| 


© POPULATION Possible increase due to reduced hunting 

| pressures and placement of 
nest boxes in habitat. 

¢ BIRDHOUSES Will use 
nest boxes. 

® CONSERVATION 
Habitat being lost to 
timbering and drainage. 


Nest Identification 


2 Lined with down ® rarely nests in hollow fallen logs or barn lofts ¢ built by 


Shape By if female * 9-15 creamy white, dull white, or pale buff eggs; elliptical to 


subelliptical, 2 inches long. 


Location + a Ass ip 


UMABe Sexes differ Habitat @ ve so 


ATE ‘ TIME 7 aah. 8 LOCATION ___ 
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ee eee 


Family ANATIDAE Length 18-23 inches | inesPan 31_36 inches 


Species A yas strepera 


GADWALL 


"The male Gadwall is the gravest dabbling duck. Its gray body 
contrasts with the black rear and blends into the brown back, brown head 


neck, and head. In flight both sexes show a white speculum. and neck » 
On water or land the white secondaries often appear as a 


narrow white patch in the folded wing. ‘he male has 
yellowish legs and feet. 

© SONG Female makes series of loud 

quacks that fall in pitch, saaaé, 
kaaak-kak-kak-kak. Nlale makes 


single low quack and shrill 


2 dark bill 


brow nish ba k 


whistling sound. 
MALE 


black tail e—— 


COUVCTTS 


white pat he 


ON WING 
7 wig © gray body 


white inner 


gray upper mandible > sannaoria 


with orange sides e— 


mottled brown 
@ back and sides 


FEMALE 


ECLIPSE 
¢ BEHAVIOR Dabbler. Feeds in shallows primarily on plant MALE 
material. Often forages in grain fields and into wood lots for > 
acorns. Walks well on land compared to most ducks. Flies in Sinslae Birds 


small flocks. Usually shy and wary; sociable and gregarious. 
MALLARD 2 


Often feeds by dabbling with head underwater instead of 
Blue speculum 


tipping up like many other puddle ducks. bordered with white: 
® BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. orange legs and feet. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 24-27 days by female. Young 


precocial; first flight at about 


| Flight Pattern 48—56 days. ‘lended by female. 
ae : 1 brood per year. 
| 


@ POPULATION Uncommon. 
} | Increasing due to expansion of 
} oe | nesting habitat because of 
unusually wet conditions in 
breeding range in late 1990s. 


Nest Identification 


Grasses and weeds @ lined with down ® near water or dry land, surrounded 


by dense weeds or grass ® built by female ¢ 7-15 white to dull cream eggs. 


| 
1) | 
athe | [ 
| 
ee { 
axe Migration Migratory Weight 2.2 pounds 


LOCATION 
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milY ANATIDAE Length 18-21 inches | “espa 30 


Species 4 nas falcata 33 inches 


FALCATED DUCK 


broad green stripe on reddish 


This Eurasian bird is named for the purple crested head 

male’s long sickle-shaped tertials that oe Oe | 

overhang the tail. Both males and a 

females have a big-headed appearance band on neck ¢ 

because of the male’s large 

crest and the female’s smaller ¢/gygared wing @ blackish bill 
one. In flight the dark gray- feathers 


green speculum has a 
white border. 

¢ SONG Low-pitched 
trilled, unique whistle 
begins with a quiet 
whistle and ends 

with a wavering w//- 
trrrrr. Female quacks 
much like a Gadwall. 
¢ BEHAVIOR 
Highly gregarious, 
often forming large long sickle-shaped 
flocks on wintering ternals overhang tail 
grounds in the Old 
World. Usually found on 
freshwater, principally on 
small taiga lakes, rivers, 
channels, and swamps. 
Feeds by dabbling but 
also goes into 

agricultural stubble 


x sala blackish & Wes Ske ee ECLIPSE 
sields, where it feeds — 4; Rees 22 MALE 


e scaly 
breast 


short crest 


—e slight bump on 


back of head 


=: 
1 ‘ 
pn waste grains. 


» BREEDING 
fonogamous. Solitary. ) 
b : : rusty brown @ 
NESTING underparts 
incubation 24-25 days 
by female. Precocial 
young leave nest within 
a day of hatching. FEMALE 


GREEN-WINGED © 
TEAL 
Resembles female but 


is larger and has short 


crest on nape. 


aoe ‘Tended by female. First fligh 
‘Flight Patt. fended | y female. First flight 
sa a at 60-65 days. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Asian 
species may be declining. Rare 
to accidental visitor to western 
) Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats. Aleutians; rare to casual on the 
| Pribilofs. 


| 


Lined with down ® on marshy wet ground near river or in wet meadow on 
? 


> 


mountain ® 6-10 cream-white eggs, 2.25 x 1.5 inches. 


TIME __ LOCATION 
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Family ANATIDAE Species Anas penelope Wingspan 3()_32 inches 


Pil de EP 


Length 18 20 inches 


EKURASIAN WIGEON 


Although the Eurasian Wigeon is not known to nest on huff crown ’ 

this continent, this dabbling duck has been a rare but | 
. . . e : | 

regular visitor in winter on both coasts in reddish head ’ 


North America for the last forty to 


— —— . PT) overall e 
fifty years. Phe adult female 


—e creamy 
forehead cap 


has a cinnamon-butf head 
in contrast to the male’s 
reddish head. ‘he 
female also has two 
morphs: rufous and 


Ss 
, \ 
; %s blue- 


gray. In flight it is best 
ST) 5 gray bill 


distinguished from the 
American Wigeon by its dusky 
axillars and underwing linings. 
e SONG Male makes wild 


musical whistle, w/ee-o0, and white patch on 6 
forewings 


———~e brownish 
rose breast 


short cheeping note. KFemale 

makes hoarse croak and sharp 
quack when alarmed. 
@ INNAMON- 


e BEHAVIOR Highly “buff head MALE 


gregarious after breeding 


season, often forming 
ECLIPSE 
MALE 


large flocks on the 
Eurasian wintering e 
grounds. Dabbles in 

mud or tips up in 

shallow water to eat 


AMERICAN WIGEON 
Larger ® male has 


favorite foods: pond 


weeds, eelgrass, and other 


: : \ gray head with wide 
aquatic plants. Eats seeds but ‘e white belly green postocular 
yrefers leaves, stems, and buds. yatch; bright white 

| g 
Also eats snails, beetles, and FEMALE 2 crowing Wine Sides; 

id: Hi aalialieies + white underwing 
crickets. Walks well on land and lininpecshow-in flight 
often forages in fields and wooded lots *¢ female generally 
some distance from water. grayer with white 


underwing linings. 


@ BREEDING Monogamous. Semicolonial. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 24—25 days by female. Precocial young 


leave nest shortly after hatching 


#5 and find own f ti 
Flight Pattern and find own tood but sull 
2 tended by female. First flight 


| af » at 60—70 days. 
® POPULATION Rare to 
= uncommon visitor on both 


coasts but more common on the 
West Coast. Rare inland. 


Swaitt direct Hight with rapid wing beats. 


Nest Identification | 


Lined with grass and large amount of down @ built in depression on ground, 


well hidden in tall grass © 7—9 whitish to pale buff or cream-white eggs ® eggs 
identical to those of American Wigeon. 


Migration Migratory Weight 1.8 pounds 


DATE TIME — LOCATION 


Shape -»e- <= Location dah sta Ap 
Plumage 
L 


Sexes differ [Habitat Ne 
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amily ANA TIDAE Length 18-23 inches | Wingspan 3()_35 inches 


AMERICAN WIGEON 


This species is identified in flight by the bold white patches on oray head with 
its forewings, which are gray on females, and the white underwing = wd green 
posta ular 
wipe % 


linings. ‘he male has a conspicuous white forehead and crown, 

leading hunters to nickname it “baldpate.” Both males and 

females are more rusty brown on their breast and sides than 
other dabbling ducks. Legs and feet are gray. In flight females 
show a white belly and undertail coverts and a green speculum. 


white forehead 
9 and (TOWN 


¢ SONG Throaty whistle, ew, whew, whew. Female makes 
weak guttural quack. 


black tail and 
] undertail coverts 


hla b 
Mppe d 
Ablue-gray 


bill 


white of 
underparts extends 
onto flanks 


pe BEHAVIOR gray bill with a gray head Hates Ss 
Dabbler. Flies in black tip he and neck . me 
tight flocks that 
may twist and turn 
like those of teals. 
. Eats plant material. 
Will graze on shore 
-and in fields. Often 
feeds in shallow water 
»with other duck rufous-brown breast, 
»species. Wary; takes flight sides, and flanks 


ECLIPSE 
MALE 


brown back with 
rusty shoulders 


EURASIAN WIGEON 
Rufous-brown head; 


— creamy buff forehead 


and crown; gray sides 


FEMALE 


and back ¢ female 
shows dusky underwing 


quickly when it is disturbed. linings in flight; gray- 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. Nests on dry land, - morph has brownish 
hie : > far f 4 - of small islands : gray head, throat, and 
psometimes ar from water, often on small islands. | eae ae 
/® NESTING Incubation 22-25 days by female. Precocial young has rufous head, neck, 


throat, and breast. 


stay in nest 45-63 days. Fed by female. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common and apparently stable. Breeding range 
expanding eastward in Canada 
Flight Pattern and northeastern US. Increase 
has been due to wet 
conditions as well as increase 
in nesting sites. 

¢ CONSERVATION No 
issues at present; carefully 
monitored and managed. 


Swift direct flight with strong wing beats. 


" 1 * 6 
. Nest Identification 
Grasses and weeds lined with down ® on dry land, sometimes on island ® built 
by female ¢ 6-12 white to creamy white eggs; elliptical, 2.1 inches in diameter 


Shape -see Location Ltt 


uMage Sexes differ Migration Migratory Weight 1.7 pounds 


ATE TIME oe LOCATION 
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} 
} 
\J 


amily AN YTIDAE 


Length 19_24 inches 


Species Anas rubripes 


| F 
[ 


| AMERICAN BLACK DUCK 

‘The darkest dabbling duck on the water looks almost black at a distance, 
with a paler head and foreneck. In flight the white wing linings contrast 
boldly with the dark body and wings. ‘Vhe purplish blue speculum 1s 
bordered with black, and the posterior border often has a narrow white edge. 
It is as large as a Mallard. Into the 1940s this was the most abundant duck in 
eastern and central North America and was the most heavily hunted without 
noticable decline in numbers. ‘Today it seems to be losing steadily to 

years of heavy hunting preasure and increasing 


displacement by Mallards. 
yellow 


@ /i// 


DIFORNISN 


pale brownish © 
bbnnh dona / 
DIACK DOdY @ 


brownish black 
body 


Gray head and 


foreneck 


MALE 


e SONG ‘lypical female 


rf Wer CI¢ yak. 


gives loud duck quack; male makes 


¢ BEHAVIOR Dabbler. Very alert and wary; one of the 
quickest ducks into the air when disturbed, thrusting upward 
energetucally off water or land. Feeds in shallow water, taking 
mostly plant materials in winter and a variety of aquatic insects 
In summer. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Sometimes 
hybridizes with Mallard. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 23-33 days by female. Young stay in 


| nest 58-63 days. Fed by female. 1 brood per year. 
| @ POPULATION Fairly common. 

® CONSERVATION Management warranted due to decline in 
| numbers, which may be caused 
| Flight Pattern | by changes to its habitat and 
| 


ae ee eal 


i deforestation. Both of these 


circumstances seem to favor 
\lallards, which tend to replace 


Black Ducks where the two 


t with strong w heats species COeXIst. 


Nest Identification 


} 


Weight 


Migration Migratory 


LOCATION 


Wingspa 


As=23 


33—36 inches 


greenish bill with 
black flecking @ 


FEMALE 


+ 


MALLARD 
Female lacks contrast 
between head and 
body; paler brown; 


yellow-orange bill with 


blackish mottling; 
bright orange feet; 
metallic blue 
speculum bordered 
with a white front and 
back; white tail. 


| Shallow depression with plant material added ¢ lined with down ¢ on ground 


imong clumps of dense vegetation © sometimes in raised situation, as on top of 


tump ® built by female ¢ 6-12 creamy white to greenish buff eggs. | 


3.1 pounds 
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ramil¥ ANATIDAE 


JATE 7!) a LOCATION 


MALLARD 


One of the best-known yellow @ 
waterfowl in the world, the ?/ 
Mallard can be found 

almost anywhere shallow 
freshwater occurs. Some 


even reside in salt 


marshes and bays. ‘T 
male is larger than the 


female. Many 


domesticated forms are breast 
entirely white with an 

orange bill, legs, and feet. 

¢ SONG Female makes 

loud guack-quack-quack, 


quack, quack-quack, 
descending in scale. 
Male sounds double 
note and low reedy 
kwek-kwek-kwek. 

¢ BEHAVIOR 
Generally found in 


shallow freshwater, 


where it dabbles 
primarily for plant 


food, also taking insects, 


mollusks, and 


_—@ shiny green 
head 


brown | speculum with white 
hack 


borders 


gray-  @ metallic blue-violet 
| Jb 
white 
collar 


2 curled-up black 


he 
tail he athers 


purple- e 
chestnut 


white - 


white 


sides and orange feet 
underparts and legs 


orange and 
brown 


mottled bill 


MALE 


metallic blue- 
violet SPpecu lum 
with white borders MALE 


| ; Female resembles many other 
white 


female ducks, but blue speculum 
tail 


crustaceans. Sometimes orange feet bordered white ts unique. 
dives underwater. Walks and legs NORTHERN SHOVELER , 
well and often forages on Long dark bill; white ~ 
shore in fields and woodlots. FEMALE ideas 
Leaps directly into flight from water. ef COMMON MERGANSERC# 
Frequently hybridizes. en, ies a pee ae 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. sateen atte 

¢ NESTING Incubation 26-30 days by female. Young leave aL MERGANSER © 

nest soon after hatching. 1 brood per year. Narrow red bill; puffy or 


crested head. 


¢ POPULATION Common to abundant. 
¢ FEEDERS Corn or grains. In city parks some are tame enough to 
be hand-fed by humans. 

* CONSERVATION One of 
the ducks harvested in greatest 
numbers by waterfowl hunters. 
Prone to lead poisoning from 
ingesting spent lead shot with 
food from bottom ooze. 


Shallow pool of plant material gathered at the site, lined with down ® may be 
more than 1 mile from water, usually on ground among concealing vegetation 


© built by female ¢ 5—14 greenish buff or grayish buff eggs, 2.3 inches long. 


Location “fa AA AR A, 
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Love 


A I a eee 


Length 22 inches Wingspan 3()_33 inches 


| Family ANA TIDAE 


Species 4A yas poecilorhyncha 


the red spotting on the base @ uff face with black stripe 


[NTOUCKR VES 10 CTOWN 


of its bill, but the 


blackish brown e 
(TOC 
____» buff-brown, 

gray, and black 
black bill with mottling overall 


yellow tip 


subspecies, A./. 
zsonorhyncha, that 
actually reaches 
orange feet 
and legs 


this continent 


in Alaska lacks 
them. Rather, 
look tor the 


@ blue speculum 


yellow-uipped bill ® while tertials produce 


white wing spot on 


folded wing 


on this Mallard-sized 
duck that otherwise 
resembles a female 
Mallard or an American 
Black Duck at a distance. 
Like all dabbling ducks, it can spring directly into flight from 
the water without a running start. In flight it shows white 
underwing linings and a lighter colored belly that contrast 


MALLARD Y 
kemale has yellow- 


; . . . orange bill with dark 
sharply with its dark body and flight feathers. 


mottling; metallic blue $ 


© SONG Has not been described. speculum with white 
, : ‘ : ; ; : ; border on both sides. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious in nonbreeding season. Feeds in 


typical dabbling duck fashion with head in water and tail 
pointed upward. Sometimes skims food from surface. Eats 


AMERICAN 

BLACK DUCK 

Blackish brown overall; 

aquatic plants, seeds, and snails. Walks easily on land and often paler face and foreneck; 

rests or forages on shore. yellow bill with no 

© BREE en black up; darker tertials; 
REEDING Monogamous. purple-blue speculum 


¢ NESTING Incubation 26-30 days by female. Young with black border; red- 
; ; brown feet and legs. 


precocial. Kemale leads young to water shortly after hatching 
but tends them until first flight at 49-60 days. 1 brood per year. 
@ POPULATION Casual to 
Flight Pattern accidental on islands off 
- - mainland Alaska. Fairly 


¢ : common to Common in native 
Asian range. 


= ~ : e ® CONSERVATION Hunted 


Swift powerful direct flight with rapid 


over much of breeding and 


\W Ing beats 


winter ranges. 


Nest Identification 


| = [Lined with feathers and down ® on dry ground aczop thick pile of moss or grasses 
C ; i ® built by female ¢ 7-10 eggs: oval to long oval, 2.3 x 1.7 inches. 
| Shape pQ —> Location gyy \I! 55 5 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ye 


Migration Migratory Weight (Jndetermined 


DATE a so TIME : — LOCATION 
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Family AN ATIDAE Species Anas discors 


BLUE-WINGED TEAL 

One of the smallest ducks in North America travels great 
distances between breeding and wintering grounds, as 
much as 7,000 miles. Both sexes have a large pale blue 
patch on the forewings and a long metallic green 


Length 14.16 inches | Winéspan 23314 inches 


eray-v10let 


he ad ? 


@ short dark bill 


Sly 


speculum that is visible when wings are spread. Males in 
breeding colors have a gray-violet head bordered by a 
bold white facial crescent. 

e SONG In flight, the male often makes a high 
sibilant ssee/. ‘The female makes was 

quacking sound. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Very 
fast taking off 

from the water, 


this bird flies 
quickly and 
| 


© white crescent 
On face 


MALE 


@ fawny brown 
body with dark 
spotting 


rapidly, often 
twisting and 
turning in 
small compact 
flocks. Plants make 
up the bulk of its diet. 
Often forages in 

| .shallow waters. One of 

the earliest ducks to pale grayish 

| migrate southward to iia 
wintering areas. More 
than 90 percent of 
population winters 
south of US border. 

_ ‘Tame, often allowing 

_ close approach. 

¢ BREEDING 

~ Monogamous. Solitary nester. 


white flank 
patch 


-e yellowish legs and feet 


brown body with dark 
chevron-shaped spots 


NORTHERN SHOVELER # 
Much larger; spatulate bill. 


GREEN-WINGED TEAI 
Larger bill; lacks white 
undertail! coverts and blue 
forewing patch in flight. 


Rae 3 : FEMALE 
¢ NESTING Incubation CINNAMON TEAL Q 


ee 


22-27 days by female. First flight at ‘Oa Longer bill; ncher brown; 


less distinct eye line. 


35-49 days. ‘Tended by female. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly common in the East; uncommon in 

the West. Apparently stable. 
¢ CONSERVATION Most 
Blue-Winged ‘Teals winter 
south of US borders, so 
Latin American cooperation 
is needed to further 
conservation efforts. 


Shallow depression with some grass or weeds added ® lined with down ® on 
ground in prairie, hayfield, or coastal meadow ® built by female * 6—15 white, 
olive-white, dull white, or tinged olive eggs; ovate to elliptical ovate, 1.8 inches 


in diameter. 


Mare TIME __ oe LOCATION 
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ae 


Family ANATIDAEF | Species Anas cyanoptera Length 14-17 inches | Wingspan 24 30 inches 


L peas 
| | > ; . ryN - 

| CINNAMON TEAL 

| “Lhe male, with its rich cinnamon hues, is one of the most recognizable 
|) =6dueks in western North America. [he female’s warm earth tones 


| «blend well with the cattails and reeds that surround its home. ‘Vhe 
Cinnamon ‘leal and the Ruddy Duck are the only waterfowl to 
breed in both North and South America. In flight the upper cinnamon head 


Fin onde 
; ; : ANd HECR 
forewing features a large pale powder-blue patch and the ¢ and ne 


speculum is metallic green with a white border. Juveniles 


and eclipse males resemble females. lino 


spatulate 
blue-black 
ill ¢ 


———e vinnamon 
underparts 


MALE 


e SONG Male has low- 
pitched prattling chuk-chuk-chuk. 


Female has weak quack. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Eats aquatic 
plant seeds and insects, rice, 


corn, algae, snails, and —— blue mottling | 


; . on forewing 
crustaceans. Unlike other 


dabblers, skims water with bill or 
reaches below surface. Leaps into 
flight directly from water. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 21-25 days by 
female. First flight after 49 days. 1 brood per year. 


FEMALE 


2 BLUE-WINGED TEAL Q 
4 : 
-..-4 Females almost 


identical ® shorter, less 


spatulate bill; more 


distinct lore spot and 


@ POPULATION Fairly common to common from the Pacific 


' ; bs d Boe, eye line. 
Coast to the eastern Great Plains and south into ‘Texas and 


west-central Mexico. Casual to accidental in the East in winter and = & 
° ‘ F > 7 De? 
spring migration. 1 Seems 
; 1 . cai oca: : : ee (ia 
Flight Pattern ® CONSERVATION Protected 
except for licensed seasonal 
| : nae 
| - § : hunting. Efforts made in last 
| . . . 
half of 20th century to increase 
| aa nesting habitat. Declines due to 
| Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats loss of wetland habitat. | 
| | 
1 l —— = — ——— 
ot 7 
| | Nest Identification On ground hidden in tall vegetation ® in dense marsh grasses and reeds 
i. Sepa " or in slight depression on bare ground ¢ often 100 feet or more away from 
| | Shape a Location vty water ® built by female ¢ 9-12 pinkish buff or white eggs; subelliptcal, 
— 7 aes luda > inches lone. 
| | | 


Lenigeeata ee. 1 aroe | tae 2 
| Plumage Sexes differ Habitat yoy see 


DATI _ TIME___ __ LOCATION 3 
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IC 


FO | 


| Family ANA TIDAE Species 4 ys clypeata Length 17_20 inches | Winéspan 27_33 inches | 


| NORTHERN SHOVELER 


| No duck in North America has a bigger bill. The large, 
spatulate bill is longer than the head, giving the bird a 
front heavy look. In flight both sexes show large powder- black head with 


blue patches on the forewing and a metallic green reen oloss @ 


speculum. Both males and females have 


bright orange legs and feet. MALE 


/ 

; ; / J iH] 
white tail @ black bill 
feathers (most) ¢ 


black undertail e 
and uppertail 
COVETTS 


white Hank Spole 


blue patch one i ee ie © ich chestnut 

folded wing aiden sides and bell 

ECLIPSE 
MALE 


grayish bill 


mottled orange @ 


mottled brown 


MALLARD 
Male has green head 


but has chestnut breast; 
S white sides; lacks blue 
} e SONG In patch on forewing 
° courtship male po * female has smaller 
bill; lacks blue on fro 
- utters guttural who, who, FEMALE ; ee es we 
’ = oO Ving 
. who or took, took, took. Female 
| utters feeble quack and descending WACK-wack-wack-wa-wa. 3LUE-WINGED TEAI 
: : x ; ; ‘ Smaller; shows pale 
¢ BEHAVIOR Frequently swims with head held low, bill partly hace ora on on ™ 
pee =r" a € 


submerged, straining water for small aquatic plants and animals . flight © male has brown 
through the comblike teeth along sides of bill. Animals make up 5 body; gray head; white 
approximately one-third of its diet. Swift flight into air by . Sesriem Nee) 
leaping off water. Rapid, sometimes darting, teal-like flight. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 21-27 days by female. Precocial young 


leave nest within a few hours of 
i 4 atc ine. Fir 10 ¢ 
Flight Pattern hatching. First flight at 
. 


face; small black bill 


¢ female is brown 


overall; small black bill. 


38-66 days. ‘Tended by female. 
| brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common to 
abundant. Increasing due to wet 
conditions in breeding range. 


Strong direct flight with rapid wing beats. 


Nest Identification Partly filled with dried grasses and weeds ¢ lined with down ® close to water, 


generally in area of short grass, or far from water on high dry ground of 


rairie emale ¢ 6-19 olive-buff or greenish gray eggs; elliptical, 
Shape Location prairies ® built by female ¢ g g ges; | 
~~ = é Poa 


2 inches long. 


EMIMAEC Soves differ Habitat yo seme ue Migration Migratory Weight 14 pounds 


male _—s_—iss _TIME LOCATION _ 


LATE SPOON haped 


1 


A iw 
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Family AN ATIDAE Species Anas acuta Length 2129 inches Wingspan 29_35 inches 


NORTHERN PINTAIL 


No other North American duck has the body a 
chocolate head 


shaep of a pintail, either on the water or in the 
| and hindneck e 


air. It holds its long slender neck erect and its 


long pointed tail at an upward angle on 


the water. In flight pintails are long 
ereentsh brown 


speculum with 
edge on the inner wing. white line on 


\ one ’ railing ede 
© SONG Female’s low an Hae 


My ownish 
vray back @ 


and slender with a white trailing 


——e /ong white neck 


quacks more guttural black uppertail wish aihiee “Since 
_f é & 
than those of female and undertaul 


extended upward 
Mallard. Male utters COCCTTS @ behind face 
weak nasal geeee | 
=—e white breast 

and underparts 
long point dé 
feathers al yellowish © 
center of tail white at rear gray legs e—— 


and feet 


© vermiculated gray 
sides and flanks 


and double-noted 
whistle, pruh or prripp. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Dabbling duck. 


Prefers shallows in freshwater, 


e@ Jong neck pointed brown tail 
not as long as that 


mottled 
of male 


where it feeds primarily on 
» brown 


vegetable material. Flocks of 
pintails have reputation of losing 
altitude rapidly, zigzagging in for 
a landing from considerable 
heights on wings that produce 


an audible “swish” and planing 
directly into a Janding. Low- FEMALE 
flying on breeding grounds, 


ECLIPSE 
MALE 
nesting individuals are sometimes 


killed by hitting utility wires and fences. gray legs 


— . i and feet oe 
e¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Male is distinctive female is 
1 : ; somewhat similar to many other 
8 IVQTING ; , 59 De A; Saamnhe V7, ~VVe ; ; 
NEST ING Incubation 22—25 days by female. Young leave female dabbling ducks but the 
nest within a few hours of hatching. First flight at 36-57 days. longer tail and longer neck make 
Young tended by female but find own food. 1 brood per year. it distinctive. 


® POPULATION Abundant in West; very common in East. 
Widespread and abundant, but 
Flight Pattern some surveys show decline 
since 1960s. 
‘T = | @ CONSERVATION As with 
other dabbling ducks, lead shot 
ingested from bottom ooze 


Direct flight with fast wing beats on long 


often leads to death. 


pointed WINS 


Nest Identification 


Lined with grasses, twigs, mosses, leaves, and added down ¢ on dry ground 
among short vegetation near water ® built by female ¢ 3-12 olive-green, olive- 
Shape -ee <=> Location gee \/! buff, or cream eggs; elliptical to subelliptical or long oval, 2.2 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat yo. Rs Migration Migratory Weight 2.3 pounds 
a hs oo eee 
DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Species Anas formosa Length 16 inches Wingspan 2()_25 inches 


Family AN ATIDAE 


BAIKAL TEAL 

A rare straggler to Alaska and Pacific Coast states, this slight crest @ 
small Asiatic dabbling duck was named after Lake 
Baikal, a lake in Siberia where it breeds. Birds seen 
inland and in the East may be escapees from 
captivity. In flight both sexes show a green 
speculum bordered behind with white and in 

front with cinnamon-buff. Some females 
have bridle markings on face. 

¢ SONG Usually silent. On 
breeding grounds male 
makes soft 4/0-k/o-k/o; 
female makes 
quavering quack. 

¢ BEHAVIOR 
Dabbles for aquatic 
invertebrates and 

plant materials. 


e variegated head 
with yellow, green, 
white, and black 
feathi TS 


e vray sides bordered 
with vertical white stripes 


MALE 


round white 
patch on side 
of each cheek 
at base of bill 


white throat color 
angles up to eye 


FEMALE : O 
GREEN-WINGED TEAL& 


yr [Lacks white spot at 


*On breeding grounds the Baikal ‘Teal prefers bodies of water on baa ee Bille Gabees 


tundra, tundra forests, and boreal forests. In winter prefers large e crown; darker throat; 

lakes and wet fields. paler leading edge of 
tani : underwing; lacks buff 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. ease to leading cdeeet 


¢ NESTING Incubation 21-25 days by female. Precocial young speculum 
leave nest day of hatching; tended by female. First flight at 
49-52 days. 1 brood per year. 
. --Flight Pattern ¢ POPULATION Casual to 
- accidental on northwest coast. 

¢ CONSERVATION Northeast 
Asian population declined 
sharply in recent decades. 
Direct flight with fast wing beats on long | leavy losses due to hunting of 


pointed wings. : : ; ; 
birds in Eurasia. 


Dried grass and other plant materials * lined with feathers and down ® on 


ground near water and usually under a shrub or bush in dry hummocks or 


Shape 99 <> ia. 


LOCATION pam att Qe 


birch thickets ¢ 6-10 white eggs, often with yellowish tint; nearly elliptical, 


2.6 inches long. 


Migration Migratory Weight (Jndetermined 


JATE : TIME 2 LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes differ 
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Family ANA TIDAE 


| 

| 

| 

| 

) Cs ——— 


SPeCleS Ayys crea 


Length 12-16 inches | W!ngspan 2925 inches 


dark glossy green patch from 
iesaias Tie eye to nape with narrow white 
the Green-wingeed feal is also one of the most border below @ 


| GREEN-WINGED TEAL 


Lhe smallest dabbling duck in North America, 


agile and fastest on the wing. Small compact 
flocks of Green-winged ‘Teals often wheel and i ak ite 
head 


bank like Rock | Yoves in flight. Flying birds MALE 
show no pale wing patches but rather a . 
black bill 


metallic green speculum bordered IN sermiculated gray 
front with chestnut and behind sides and back @ 


with white. 

© SONG In courtship a 
KRICK-er note, from 
which species name ts 
derived; it has been 
likened to the voice 

of the Spring 

Peeper. Female 

makes a faint quack. | 
¢ BEHAVIOR 4 wafloesich 


Forages in shallows by undertail coverts 


buff-white 
breast with 
dark spotting 


vertical white 
bar separates 


tipping up. Walks . 
breast from side 


gray legs e— 
easily on land. Feeds and feet 

in fields, wood lots, 
and agricultural 
areas. Primarily SWE TIN ork drown body with 
® buff mottling 


feeds on vegetable 
materials. 

¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous with 


EURASIAN 
RACE MALE 


forced extra pair 
BLUE-WINGED TEAL 


copulation, 
In flight shows white 


Solitary nester. 


e NESTING 


belly and pale blue 


whitish forewing patches ¢ 


Incubation 20-24 davs belly female has longer bill. 
by female. First flight at white undertail’ CINNAMON TEAL Q 
coverts with Female is darker brown 


about 34+ days. Young are 


brown mottling with longer bill. 


tended by female but find a 
: FEMALE 


their own food. 


Flight Pattern 7 ¢ POPULATION Common. 
Increasing. 

© CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to ingesting spent 
lead shot from bottom mud 
while feeding. 


Grass, twigs, feathers, and leaves ® lined with down ® usually among grasses 
and weeds of meadows, sometimes in open woodlands or brush within 200 feet 
of water ® built by female © 6-18 cream, light olive, buff, or dull white eggs; 


ail elliptical to subelliptical, 1.8 inches long. 
aa oe Ga 7 
bes acne ipa: pee aaah 4 Migration \{joratory Weight 12.8 ounces 
DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family ANATIDAE Species Ayrpyq valisineria | “PB 1924 inches | Winespan 28_ 36 inches 


CANVASBACK 


A sloping profile from the front of its crown to the tip of its long 
dark bill distinguishes this bird. It is one of the largest and 
heaviest ducks in North America. At a distance the male 
appears white with a black rear and breast. ‘The long 
neck and head are rich rust-red. ‘The female is grayer 
with a rusty tint to the neck and head. 


© sloping profil 


¢ SONG Male makes grunt or croak; female 
makes quack. 

¢ BEHAVIOR A wary species that 
often rafts well away from the 
shoreline. Flies high, 

frequently in 
formations. Dives 


long dark bill e 
MALE 


@ /ong rust-red 
neck and head 


© black breast 


black tail and hitich sid 
undertail coverts © whitish sides 
and back 


FEMALE 


rusty head 


_e® grayish back 
and neck 


and sides 


deeply to 
> feed on 
* aquatic 
vegetation 
and mollusks. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
“Solitary nester. RROEAC 
¢ NESTING Incubation 23-29 days by female. First flight at | & > Lacks sloping profile 
about 56-60 days. ‘Tended by female. 1 brood per year. - pag rome 
¢ POPULATION Common to uncommon but local. 
Declining for some time, but drastic drop in recent years 
because of drought and drainage of marshes where they breed. 
Currently stable. 
© CONSERVATION Nesting 
habitat loss primarily blamed for 
decline. Releases from hunting 
pressures and development of 
nesting habitats may have 
stabilized populations. 


darker brown overall 


Strong direct flight with rapid wing beats. 
Flies in straight line or V formation. 


— ; ; 
Nest Identification . . 
ae E Dead vegetation lined with down ® in marsh in stands of vegetation above 


shallow water; sometimes on dry ground ¢ built by female ¢ 7-12 grayish or 


Shape <— i 4 wy Location his \ | greenish olive eggs, 2.4 inches in diameter. 


lumage Sexes differ | Habitat y. Migration Migratory Weight 2.8 pounds 


ATE - TIME__ LOCATION 
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22 inches 


Species Aythya americana Wingspan 29-35 inches 


amily ANA TIDAE 


REDHEAD 


\ diving duck of freshwater marshes in summer, this bird congregates 


in large numbers on marine bays, estuaries, and big lakes in winter. 
he male’s golden vellow eye is the most striking of North 

\merican watertowl. In flight both sexes show a broad gray trailing round rufous- 
brown head @ 
edge to the wing. 


¢ SONG Silent most of year. During courtship male utters 


mewing sounds, whee-ough or keyair. Also makes low trilling 

rrrrrr. Female has grating sqguak. 

e BEHAVIOR Diving duck. Crepuscular activities, 

including flight and feeding. Some feeding at night. gygpy gray 
upperparts and 


rp Y / ® SIS 
DLUACA Uppe ANd lOW’E) Cee 


t 


/ i = 
«& 1Q1E COVETTS <r ~f. 


—e hlack 


breast 


blue-gray bill with black tip e 


and white subterminal ring 


pale at base of till 
e and on chin 


Primary diet 
of aquatic CANVASBACK 


Male is whiter on sides and 


-e round ad he ad 


vegetation. 
Female appears back; longer all-dark bill; 
ates sloping profile. 

to take initiative 
In courtship, often 
chasing males. 


¢ BREEDING 


GREATER SCAUP 
LESSER SCAUP 


Monovgamous : Pale color on wings of , 
Vr { : 4fe ‘ 

= . FEMALE ae female does not extend to 
Brood parasite. 9 Q primaries. 

@ NESTING Incubation 23-29 days by female. Young leave £= 


nest about | day after hatching. First flight at 56-73 days. Young . 2 RING-NECKED DUCK 


Female has peaked head. 


tended by female but find own food. 1 brood per year. 


® POPULATION Locally common. Declining in East. Far 

fewer than historical levels. 
Decrease due to loss of nesting 
habitat to agriculture, draining 
of wetlands, and drought. 

® CONSERVATION Strictly 
regulated with hunting bag 

| Rapid d SS AS SE SI nee limits; some regions have no 


harvesting. 


iNest patie ation 


Dead vegetation and down anchored to standing growth ¢ on bed of reeds and 


cattails connected to vegetation or set in thick marsh grasses above water ¢ built 
cy fiat Vy by female ¢ 9-14 pale olive, buff, or dull white eggs, 2.4 inches long © number of 
— ; ar ~~ Mn\yFly | : ; 
w wthedls | cges hard to determine because Females lay eggs in nests of other Redheads. 


— sau 
Plumage Sexes differ | Habita ae ee Migration Migratory Weight 2 6 pounds 


DATE TIME = LOCATION 
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Family ANATIDAE Species A y/pya ferina Length 18-22 inches | Wingspan 29_35 inches 


COMMON POCHARD 


Although the Common Pochard is not common in 
North America, it has been recorded in increasing 


numbers on the Pribilof Islands since 1957. ‘This duck, uniformly 


: ° ; ‘ ; : : chestnut head 
which nests in Eurasia, is an adept diver, capable of aa ied a 


diving as deep as ten feet below the water’s surface. 


lack bill with broad 
pale blue-gray band 
across middle of 
upper mandible » 


However, the heavy body requires these ducks to take 
a running start across the water in order to fly. In flight 
both sexes show a gray trailing edge to the wing. 

e SONG Usually silent. In courtship 


male gives a whistle. Female pale gray 
utters shrieking hoarse karrr. body @ 


black rump 


rusty brown 
head, neck, 
and breast 


smoky gray—brown 
_* body 


REDHEAD 
x - Male has darker gray 


plumage; pale bill lacks 
black at base and broad 


blue-gray band across 


upper mandible 


FEMALE 


¢ female has brown 


back, sides, and flanks; 


¢ BEHAVIOR Sometimes dabbles in shallow water like a river 
»* duck. Dives often. Diet consists primarily of submerged leaves 

and stems, but will also eat buds and tubers of aquatic plants. 

Female leads intruders away from nest with crippled-bird act. 

Breeds in freshwater; winters on estuaries. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 23-29 days by female. Young leave 
nest about a day after hatching 
and are tended by female. First 
flight at 56—75 days. 
¢ POPULATION Eurasian 
species. Casual to rare from 
Pribilofs to central Aleutians; 


Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats. casual from Alaskan coast to 
Flies in V formation. 


lacks blue-gray band 


across upper mandible. 


LANVASBACK 


arger; sloping profile 


to bill and forehead; all- 


black bill. 


southern California. 


: Nest Identification 


Reeds, sedges, and grasses ® around or on lakes with dense vegetation 


or on grassy or brushy hummocks ® floating or at water’s edge ® built by 


female ¢ 6-12 greenish to olive eggs, 2.4 inches long. 


Shape pa wy Location KAA 


Plumage Sexes differ 


DATE ___ TIME. a __ LOCATION 


® BIRDS NOR TH 


I 


wpe eae QR SE 


amily ANATIDAL | Species Ayhya collaris 


RING-NECKED DUCK 
i iil 1) ded Givin ( 
I S \ \\ ( | a | 
swam ()] rth | lar| 1 hitish 
ides se ted fro e | rea hite 
Cresce at leal nib lis 
Both sexes h | ¥e the bill, 
ellies, bluis! legs and feet, and show MALI 
oray wing stripe in flight. The cinnamon 
ing at the base of t eck, which gives 
he duck its name, 1s a poor field 
nark, seen only at « INgC 
n good light 


© SONG 
Generally 
silent. Male 
makes a faint 
wheezy whistle; 
female makes 


harsh deecer. 


¢ BEHAVIOR 
Swims lightly with 
head up. Excellent 


diver. Aquatic plants 


hProdl 


more than 80 percent of 
a a 
diet. Feeds on bottom as deep as 40 feet below surface. 
m . — 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 
e NESTING 


nest in 12—24 hours. First t 


rg 


Incubation 25 days by female. Young leave 
q) 


light after 49 


56 days. Young tended 


| Length 14.18 inches | Wingspan 24—3() inches 


ij 4 jj 
DLME-2TAV Ol 
th Lack Mp 
ANA DTOAd WHIM 


subterminal 


© black neck 
and breast 


GREATER SCAUP 
LESSER SCAUP 


White wing stripe ® 


male has gray back ® 


female has white ring 


around bill 


PUTED DUCK 
Males have white 
flanks ¢ head rounded 
with tuft on back of 


crown; both sexes lack 


broad white band on 
bill ¢ female lacks 
pale eye line; has 


shorter tuft on crown. 


by female but find own food. 1 brood per year. 


© POPULATION Fairly 
Flight Pattern | 


common and widespread. 


Stable or increasing. 
| m | ® CONSERVATION As with 
| . 
| | other ducks that feed on the 
= _——— ae oe . 
| 1 bottom, may ingest lead shot 
J Wirect this vith rapid win | ind be susceptible to lead 
| () flock | 
| poisoning 
‘ , iI ( eda ind weed -d with dow 1d marsl 
Nest Identification | ee ee eden 
ul ock, clump of brush, or floating mat of vegetation, 
| | water or just above water in marsh border of pond or slou 
1; 
| ADC QQ. see Cy Location x ‘ \tf tema ® 6—14 olive, gray, olive-brown, or gree! buft 
; wills yinch | 


Plumage « Habitat ,. 


ak See 
Sexes diffe 


\TE riME — LOCATION __ 


plants ® on dry 
close to open 


gh @ built by 


eggs; elliptical to oval, 


ee 


[ Migration Migratory Weight 1.6 pounds 
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| Family ANATIDAE Species Aythya fuligula Length 18-22 inches | Wingspan 30-35 inches 


TUFTED DUCK ee ee 


’ 8 ° : hey 1 with uI pl 
Superficially like a Ring-necked Duck with a long “ / 


crested tuft, this Old World duck 1s accidental to 
casual in North America, except on the western 


coast of Alaska, where it is a regular visitor. At 
a distance the breeding male appears 

black with white sides and flanks. In 

flight both sexes show a broad 

| white wing stripe that Donn. Soaswnicneen © 
extends onto the inner tuft on back of head 


primaries. 


black back, 
tail coverts, 
and tail 


MALE 


| 

| 

| 

! 

} ; Ar @ white sides, 2ING-NECKEI ( 

| sometimes whitish @ Werke. cnet hell Ri Xs ECKED DUC! 

| ie ase a hill e short tuft QNRS, ANd Dell Male ha ra 1d 

flank hi n 

| par Dlack breast 

from gray side ® both 

I Sexes Nave gray Wing 

| Stripe 

a 

| © SONG . 

* Usually silent. GREATER SCAUP 

» Various soft growling FEMALE LESSER SCAUP 

| ; . ; Males have gra backs 

' notes and low whistles. : 

Beco ¢ temales have bolder 
— r . : . . ] : 

‘hd BEHAVIOR Excellent diver. Prefers freshwater lakes and . 2 white face patches at 

» reservoirs but can be found in coastal marshes, bays, and <x nie oY Oe 

» estuaries in company of other diving ducks. Feeds on plants, 

crustaceans, mollusks, and aquatic insects. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Sometimes forms loose colonies. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 
23-28 days. First flight within 
45-50 days. Young tended by 
female. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon 
to rare. Not known to breed in 


North America; a visitor during 
migration and winter. 


Grasses and dark gray down ® hidden in reeds or under bushes close to water ® 


7-10 yellow, brown, or greenish eggs. 


PATE TIME LOCATION 
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ramly ANATIDAI Species Aythya marila Leng 15_2() inches | wingspan 30-34 inches | 


. | 
F = > x ¥ > 
(SREATER SCAU! 
3 n | { ti | ) | iT ' 
( I} ill | | I » e 
a} S [ 1] | In 
cks or . housands. OSS 
} |. 7 | 
QO] 1) ¢ 1} Ci Ul IIS! I | 
blue LTA) 
, je Ip black 1 ) @ hill 
the NniIddie, al Ly lac ina In ft OTIT | Whit MALI 
ving stripe extends o1 he primaries 
®@ SONG Usu ‘t. Common note Is 
loud vf. C.ourt r males make soft he 
whistled week-wecek-whew, temale 
makes low / @ black neck 


and breast 


e BEHAVIOR Diving 
duck. Often winters in ITOUNG 


> 


huge flocks. Dives to 20 
feet below surface to feed 
on variety of insects, plants, 
and vertebrates in summer. 


Diet at sea primarily mollusks 


and vegetable matter. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
\iay nest in colonies. 

® NESTING Incubation 
24—28 davs by female. Precocial 


voung led to water shortly after 


LESSER SCAUP 


Smaller @ male has 


grayer sides; more 


pointed head with 


usually purplish gloss 


e females similar; white 


FEMALE 


on wing does not 

sp zl extend onto primaries. 
l | ‘ 4 | ) >] 

hatching. First flight at 35-42 davys. 

Young tended by female but find own food. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Common to 
Flight Pattern | uncommon. Abundant in 
| winter, with most individuals 
ms | wintering along seacoasts 
| © CONSERVATION Heavy 


} winter concentrations in 


7" id wing beats, | Coastal bays may be vulnerable 
to oil spills and other pollution. 
Nest Identification . 
| ‘ Lined with dead plant material and down ® usuall ery close to water on an 
pt - 
| island, shorelit or mats of floating vegetation ® built by female ¢ 5-11 dark 
ee- ohn Sekek the | olive-buft ‘ 2.5 inches lon: 
ag fe | Habitat Se, sae g : 
Image Cc, xes differ | dabitat owes Ne | Migration Migratory Weight Da pounds 


[}: LOCATION 
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= ‘ 
| Family ANATIDAE Species Aythya affinis Length 15_18 inches | Wingspan 2 


4—33 inches 


LESSER SCAUP 


: A ; : . ointed hlack 
Like the very similar Greater Scaup, at a distance the male pe 7 f 
P LCA CUA 


appears dark in front, white in the middle, and dark behind. — jypp/p gp 


The Lesser Scaup has a more pointed head. Color of gloss 
on male’s head usually purplish. In flight the white wing 
stripe confined to the secondaries. he Lesser Scaup ts 


more commonly seen inland in winter than the Greater 


Scaup and is perhaps the most abundant diving duck MALI 
in North America. 
a * ; medium gray barring on 
| @ SONG Courting males @ back and flanks 
ar r < » | Bs) : 
utter low, whistled | ncnccrenenar cx uessitee bluish gra 
whew. Females ee LS cats nil 


make odd 


black tail 
| and tail 
| coverts 


Tea uciseactsiaaeaiieds 


. © black breast 
| white at base oe vee 


2 and neck 
e of bill : ale Eka 
\ —e dark brown head, neck, 


breast, and upperparts 


* rattling purr, 

| kwuh-h-h-h. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Diving 
» duck. Behavior similar to_ 
closely related Greater * 
Scaup. Diet varies with 
habitat but fairly evenly 
' distributed between 

/ plant and animal 

'» materials. 


» @ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 
| ¢ NESTING Incubation 21-28 days by female. Young leave 
nest shortly after hatching. First flight after 45-50 days. Young 
_ tended by female but find own food. 

¢ POPULATION Common. Slight decrease in 20th century. 


®¢ CONSERVATION Deaths 
Flight Pattern due to fishing nets and lines 


Direct, swift flight with strong wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Shape -se Location nee \ ht 


i ae ‘ ; 7 5 
Plumage Sexes differ Habitat yes soe Migration Migratory Weight 1.9 pounds 


JATE TIME LOCATION 


@ mottled brown sides 


RES va 


FEMALE 


GREATER SCAUP 


Larger; white wing 


stripe extends through 


secondaries and onto 


& x primaries @ male has 
whiter sides: more 


rounded head. 


may be significant. Like many 


other waterfowl, ingests lead 
shot on bottom while feeding, 
often resulting in death. 
Increased use of steel shot 
intended to eliminate this. 


\ddition of some grasses ® lined with down ® on dry land close to water, often 
on islands, in tall prairie grass ® built by female ¢ 6-15 olive or olive-butf eggs; 


elliptical to nearly oval, 2.3 inches long 


e BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


STELLER’S EIDER 
|! he smalles der (abo he size of a Surf Scoter), the Steller’s Eider ts 
rely found outside Alask lhe mal« the only eider with bright, buffy 
derparts. It has a short bill and does not have the stout chunky 
appearance of other eid Its white head, back, and sides are 
Worned With black lu lown the center of the back, } hear / 
rear, and tail. Legs and feet are blue-gray like its hlack eve ring ¢ Piracnion 
bill, and its wines make a whistling sound bill e 
when the bird is in flight. On the back re ee | 
of its white head the male f head e st> 
has a green “bump” of e ? 


feathers with a black 


© black throat 
and collar 


@ huff underparts 
spot on the bottom MALE It 


center. ‘The white 


sides also have an 


! } 
GAUSRY DTFOCRN ANA 


isolated black spot just 
l | | huff with barring 
above tne waterline ind mottling ¢ 


sometimes seen when 
the bird 1s swimming. 
® SONG Generally 6 


silent. Courting male dark bill 


SAE 


gives low crooning notes; 
female makes harsh growl. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Feeds primarily 
on crustaceans and mollusks in clear waters along 
rocky coasts. Must run on water before taking off. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 


¢ NESTING Incubation by female, time undetermined. Young 


leave nest shortly after hatching. ‘Time of first flight unknown. 
Young tended by female but find own food. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon 
Flight Pattern to common and local. Alaskan 
—— population has declined 


| = significantly in recent decades. 
| ¢ CONSERVATION Grave 


concern over significant 


population declines. 


Swift dit hight with fast wing beats 
| Nest Identification 
| a E Often deep holes in tundra @ lined with bits of plant material and large amounts 
of down ® on ground near open water in open tundra or surrounded by low scrub 
| CON  ponmmas £¥% ¢ built by female ¢ 5-10 olive-buff eggs with darker shades, 2.4 inches long. 
Pr Se Oe ; ; 
Sexes differ® | "Set \@, Migration Migratory Weight 1.7 pounds 
oe eee eee ) 
' TIME —————COW LOCATION : 


Family ANATIDAI | Species Py/ysticta stelleri Length 17_19 inches | Wingspan 28-30 inches | 
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Family ANATIDAE Species Sy mareria fischeri 


~ SPECTACLED EIDER 


Length 2(_23 inches [ Wingspan 35 a5 36 i inc ches 


lime 


The exact winter range of this bird was discovered only recently puffy time- 
OTCCn head @ 


| in the central Bering Sea, where essentially the entire population 
winters in great open areas of packed ice. In flight the male ts 
white above and black below, with black flight feathers 
on its wings and tail. Juveniles are similar to females 
in plumage. 
| = laree while e 
¢ SONG In courtship male sogeles” bordered 
white upperparts @ sgt 
makes weak ahhoo! | with black 


@ white feather 
On Uppe 7 
mandible extend 
past no tril 


MALE 


black rump 
and tail 


e BEHAVIOR 
Diving duck that 
feeds on crustaceans, 
mollusks, and 

} vegetable 

| materials in 


® hlack hrea /, 
sides, and 
underpart 


——e pale “goggles” 
around eye 


brown with mottling 


muddy waters of 
$ _#® and barring 


coastal estuaries. 
Flies swiftly and 874 
low to the water in 
+ small, compact 
| flocks or in straight 
line formation. 
¢ BREEDING 
+» Monogamous. FEMALE 
¢ NESTING Incubation 24 days by female. Young leave nest 
shortly after hatching. First flight within 50-53 days. Young 
| tended by female but find own food. 1 brood per year. 
| ¢ POPULATION Uncommon, declining, and local. Breeding 
population in Yukon-Kuskokwim delta of Alaska declined 96 
i percent from 1970 to 1993. 
| 
| 
! 


pe | 
ECLIPSE JUVENILE 
MALE 


Similar Birds 


COMMON EIDER 
=~ White breast; black cap; 
Ton. * no “goggle” patch in 


any plumage 


a 


KING EIDERC& 


= Large orange bill shield; 


white breast. 


Flight Pattern Widespread introduction and 


general use of firearms in its 
limited tundra nesting range 
perhaps a major factor in 


decline. 
© CONSERVATION 
‘Threatened or endangered. 


Swift light direct flight. Flies in straight 
line formation. 


Lined with plant material and large amount of down ® very close to edge of 
tundra pond on raised ridge or hammock ® built by female ¢ 1-8 olive-buff to 


Shape «gp Location List greenish eggs, 2 


.7 inches long. 


MATE = |  —_aT ___ LOCATION 
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Sass RR Soy ea es SE erases: 


|} Family AN VYPIDAE 
eee : = 
| 
| KING EIDER 
| In its breeding plumage, the male of this chunky sea duck 1 
n its breeding plumage, the male of this chunky sea duck 1s 
| spectac ular. It appears black above and behind, and white Dicnsipon 
| in front, with a large blue-gray cap, greenish cheeks, and a rown. back of 
| large orange knob at the base of the bill. In flight it head, and nape @ 
| appears mostly black and white with a black 9 large orange 
7 | | peenice basal knob 
back and large white wing patches. f / pe ne 
S CHEERS @ / ; A 
| ‘ ae = outlined in black 
© SONG During courtship male MALE ; ]» 
| An. oid , . 
| makes soft dovelike cooing in oo 4 : 


threes, “77v-urv7 URR! 


© Orange 


bill 


© white 
to creamy 
white 
breast, 
neck, and 
chin 


Spot » black sid S, 
aoa 
. CONCAVE 

: Hanks, and belly 


Of dark : 
FEMALE 


MZ, 


NCAd ® 


Female makes low 


| Ruck Ol koa R: also 
ECLIPSE JUVENILE 
MALE 


euttural croaking, 
GAPE, 2dZg, 


e BEHAVIOR Often 
fly in big floc 


Td. 


LS 
COMMON EIDER 


abreast, not one behind Black cap; white 
< “ < ’ 
[ 


shores and reets. Dives 


1e other. Favors rocky back ® female has 
@ rufous- © dark chevron on ' sloping profile and 
/ hod sides and flanks gi e ‘ . 

> WORN DO) a barred sides. 

to depths of 180 feet to ore 


| feed on mollusks and crustaceans, its primary food. : SPECTACLED EIDER 
; Black breast and 
eR tRT) . 5 ies eg as 
BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. spectacles; white 


¢ NESTING Incubation 22-24 days by female. Precocial young ys ? back ° female has 
leave nest shortly after hatching. First flight at 30-50 days. poke Spscraelss. 


Young tended by female but find own food. 1 brood per vear. 


¢ POPULATION Common to abundant in breeding range. 
_ ('ncommon in winter in south 


Flight Pattern | \laska, Great Lakes, or New 
York, but wintering population 


in Great Lakes is increasing. 


\bundant in its remote 
-——___—_—_—_—. ———— northern range. Population 
Ls | light with rapid beat totals several million. Casual 
| hes in straight line on East and West Coasts. 


Nest Identification 


Lined with bits of plant material and large amounts of down @ on raised dry 


ound not far from water @ built by female ¢ 3-7 olive, buff, or pale olive eggs; 


| 
| 
L 


+—_—______ 


Plumage Geyes differ Habitat NQA ADR Migration Migratory 


Weight 


3.7 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Length 23.27 inches | Wingspan 35_49 inches 


Species Somareria mollissima 


aMilY ANATIDAE 


COMMON EIDER 


‘The largest sea duck is best known for the female’s soft down, 
used for its softness and insulation in pillows, comforters, ith 1 ee 
sleeping bags and jackets. Eiders use the down to line their black cap @ Po ccauas 
nests. Rather than killing the eider, humans have learned to | seis elena 
take the down a few days after the young leave the nest. ‘lo | 
make a pound requires down from 35—40 nests. Juveniles 
are similar to females. Western females are duller 

brown; western males have a yellow- 

orange bill, and most eke 


| 
LTAY 10 2TCEN 
bill turn 
yellow-orange 
@ 17) summer 


EASTERN 
MALE 


black tail 


“<4 © 2 pal 


green patches 
On ba be af 
head 


have a narrow 
black V on the black sides 


throat. sloping 
¢ SONG Male Panes 
makes pigeonlike 
cooo or hoarse kor-er- 
korkorr-kor; also 
moans. Female 
makes hoarse 
quacking sound. a —o ee Ne eaten pedis © biel 
Silent in winter. oe we F has chevron pattern and 
© BEHAVIOR Feeds at low tide by day. Dives only 33-60 feet lacks sloping profile 
deep. Uses wings to swim underwater and can fly straight out of | 3 SPECTACLED EIDER 
water. Breaks shellfish shells with gizzard. g _ Wlale has large white 


ht athers 
extend along 


side of hill 


light brown with 
heavy dark brown 
_ barring 


; —_ 
ECLIPSE 
MALE 


KING EIDER 
Male has black back: 


blue-gray crown; lacks 


“goggles” with black 


> 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Nests in colonies. a © border e female has 
¢ NESTING Incubation 25-30 days by female. Young led to OR pale brown “goggles.” 
water by female after hatching. Female feeds young with help 
of another female. First flight at about 56 days. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Abundant to 
Flight Pattern common; somewhat local. 


© CONSERVATION Local 
Rapid direct flight, often low over water 


populations vulnerable to oil 
spills and other forms of 


pollution. Females still pursued 
for valuable down. Heavily 


hunted in the Arctic. 


On bed of twigs, mosses, grass, and seaweed with large amounts of female down 


used for lining and wrapped around and under nest @ sheltered by rocks or 


plants on ground ® built by female * 3—5 light olive, brownish olive, or gray-olive 


eggs, 3 inches long 


Migration 


Weight 4 


Some migrate 9 pounds 


ATE TIME LOCATION 
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eo ae ee 


Family ANATIDAE 


} ——s = 


Length 15_21 inches | Wingspan 24—28 inches 


Specles Histrignicus histrionicus 


HARLEQUIN DUCK 


lhe male of S small Giving | ») 

‘ntirely dark ft 11ST but © O 

eCntcuire ly Garn TrOM a a { C | »C C @ 

the plumage consists of a Wild patter tf bold 

white and DIACK Crescent[s line Ss. rd spo S 

kemales ire dark OTAVISI rOW!] 

stubby bills and three white spots on short bluish 


| © black bill 
each side of the face. Juveniles are 


similar to females 

® SONG Usually silent. In 
courtship male gives mouselike 
squeak. Both sexes have low 


croaking calls. 


@ AMUINECTOUS 
white lines 

On bod 

e BEHAVIOR 
Favors fast- © 1th chestnut sides 
flowing mountain 

streams or 1solated 

fom) 


pools during 


breeding Season. 


Found along rocks 
turbulent seacoasts 
in winter. Dives 

for food, swimming 
underwater using 
both wings and feet. 
May walk on bottom 


or ee Seam FEMALE Male is unmistakable. 
with head down feeding on aquatic 


; : : BUFFLEHEAD Q 
insects. Mollusks and crustaceans form bulk of winter diet. | Bandtbag at farcilie: furs 
e BREEDING \onogamous. Pi single white spot on 


¢ NESTING Incubation 27-30 days by female. Young leave 
nest shortly after hatching. First flight at 35-42 days. Young 


tended by female but find own 


Flight Pattern food. 1 brood per VCar. 


L —| @e POPULATION Common in 
| . the West: uncommon in the 
East. Stable in the Northwest, 


{ - — — but has declined there during 


the past century. 


Nest Identification 


Grasses, twigs, and weeds lined with down ® on ground close to water, 


well hidden among rocks, under brush, or in hollow tree ® built by female 


¢ 3-10 pale buff or cream eggs, 2.3 inches lons 


Shape e¢ Location a A 


lies : . . . 
Plumage Sexes differ | Habitat EN Migration Migratory Weight 15 pounds 


DATE TIME — LOCATION 
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| Family ANATIDAE | SPecies Melanitta perspicillara Length 17-21 inches | “!"€SPaN 3036 inches 
| AT 2 A A | 


SURF SCOTER 


[‘he male’s black-and-white head pattern has 


given it the nickname “skunk head.” ‘The bill | ° | 


of both sexes 1s swollen at its base, and that of 


the male is a bright combination of red, orange, 
black, and white. ‘he bill and forehead form a 
, slope similar to that of the Canvasback. In flight 
| the wings are dark and have no pattern. 
e SONG Usually silent but sometimes makes 
low throaty notes. During courtship male 
| whistles and has gurgling call. oes 
¢ BEHAVIOR Very common along the coasts 
in winter, where it often feeds beyond the 


all black body e 


2 whitish patches on 


} ; y 
f }, 
@ Side Of head 


swollen greenish 


black bill @ 


e pale whitish 
pati hon Na pe 


> surf line by diving 
for food, primarily 
mollusks and 


crustaceans. Occurs in 
rafts offshore with other 
two scoters. Long strings FEMALE 


of scoters may be seen as ; ¥ 


they move along the coast 1n winter. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
¢ NESTING Incubation by female. Young leave nest shortly 


after hatching. First flight within 55 days. Fed by female. 1 brood 
Flight Pattern 


oN eee, Soames | 


Rapid direct flight with strong wing beats. 


icks head pattern 


e female has pale facc 


nd foren 


per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common to 
abundant. May have declined, 


but now stable and numerous. 
Declining in the West; the j a 
cause 1s unknown, but hunting \ *% 


isa possibility. 
Flies in straight line formation 


Nest Identification 


Shape -se <> LOcatiOn cm x¢x as 


Lined with down and weeds ® on ground, often some distance from water, and 
well hidden under low tree branches or grass clumps ® built by female ¢ 5-8 pale 


buff, pinkish, or buff-white eggs, 2.4 inches long 


Habitat 


Weight 2 2 pounds | 


Plumage Sexes differ Migration Migratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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| Family ANATIDAE Species Wfefanitta fusca | Length 19_24 inches 


Wingspan 33.41 inches 


+ | é| COMMON scotcter. 
| o _ - r rm 7 ’ << 
+ | tpte | Pott os CONSERVATION Sea 
| ale lucks are vulnerable 
| GucKS are vulnerable to 
ain ; . 
ivan: Fiske a : pollution of wintering habitats 
ITC ¢ wh WITH STCUCV WINnY cats Chal . . 
sometimes seem hea ind labored. Fi and oil spills close CO COasts. 
in strarghet line or V formation 


WHITE-WINGED SCOTER 


Ihe largest of the scoters is the only one with a white 

speculum, which is seen easily in flight but may show ae _ 
, ' WIE WISH 

as a white patch in the folded wing or be concealed. mark passes 

Scoters may fly in bunched flocks, long lines, or \ through eve e 


formations. Winter duck hunters along the Atlant 
Coast discovered that when these ducks were flying 


too high overhead or too distant to shoot, they often 


would come closer when shouted at loudly. 
A lai / er AY/A 


DOG 


& red, white, 
black, and 
orange bill 
with black 
knob at base | 


brownish era) 
bill with small 
knob al Dust e@ 


® SONG Both 


SEXCS: ULtTEL 


SURF SCOTER 


lacks white wing 


patches @ male has 


whistle note in 
white forehead and 


courtship; hoarse patch on back of neck 


¢ female has 2 white 


croak. In flight 


FEMALE 


patches on sides of face. 


; BLACK SCOTER 
aan Lacks white wing 


patches ¢ male has solid 


produces 6-8 bell- 


like noes. 


® BEHAVIOR Dives to depths of 40 feet. Feeds primarily on 
shellfish, which it swallows whole and breaks up with grinding 


black head ¢ female has 


action of powerful gizzard. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 25-31 days by female. First flight at 
63-75 days. Tended by female. 1 brood per year. 


® POPULATION Common to 


Flight Pattern abundant. Perhaps the most 


whitish-brown cheeks, 


chin, throat, and sides 


of neck. 


Nest Identification 


ined with leaves, sticks, and down ¢ on ground © built by female ¢ 5-17 light 


ocher, pinkish, or creamy buff eggs; nearly elliptical, 2.6 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes differ [ Habitat i Migration Migratory Weight 3.9 pounds | 


ATI TIME LOCATION _ 
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Length 17_21 inches | Wingspan 30-35 inches 


By DAE Species Welanitta nigra 


BLACK SCOTER 

One of the large sea ducks, most birds of this species are 
seen on wintering grounds along both coasts. ‘he male 
is the only all-black duck in North America. In flight 


both sexes show a silvery gray sheen on the flight 
feathers that contrasts with the black linings of 
the underwings. Wings make a whistling sound 
in flight. Males often winter further north 

than females, keeping in tight-knit flocks 


on the water. Adult males have all-black 


© yellow-orange 
plumage ¢ an 


knob on black bill 


brownish black feet and legs. 


MALE 


® dark bb 
sooty brown cap e dark ill 


e SONG Usually silent. center line to 

Male’s melancholy hindneck and body e— 
mellow cour-/oo thought 
by some to be the most 
musical duck call. In 
courtship male 

whistles; female has 
abrasive cou7-/oo. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Diving 
duck. Usually feeds in 
shallower more protected 
waters about 25 feet deep. 
Primary diet is mollusks. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 27-28 days by female. Precocial 
young; first flight at about 46 days. Female tends young but 
leaves after 7-21 days. 

1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common to 
fairly common; casual to 
uncommon in the winter in 
interior. Declining. 

Strong direct flight with rapid wing beats. ® CONSERVATION 


Flies in straight line and V formation. 


—e pale brownish 


eray foreneck 


© pale brownish 
LTA\ cheeks and 
sides of head 


brownish black 
—#* lees and feet 


WHITE-WINGED 
SCOTER 
SURF SCOTER 


FEMALE 


Both sexes show white 


patches on head in all 


plumages. 


Flight Pattern 


Vulnerable to coastal oil spills. 


Nest Identification 


Coarse grass @ lined with feathers ® on ground hidden in standing grass ot 


under shrub ® built by female ¢ 5—8 buff to pink-buff eggs; elliptical to oval, 


2.5.x 1.7 inches 


Shape -»¢ <= Location yyy by 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat Migration Migratory 


Weight ages pounds 


JATE TIME LOCATION 


144 e BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


ee. 


Length 1522 


7 
| Family ANATIDAE inches 


L = 


LONG-TAILED DUCK 


Both the genus name and the former common name of 


Species C/angula hyemalis Wingspan 76 31 inches 


Oldsquaw refer to the almost continuous chatter of this pale fac 
long-tailed sea duck. It is the only duck that undergoes patch e 


two complete brilliant molts annually, plus an eclipse 


plumage. Winter males have a mostly white body with 
brownish black patches on the face, breast, and back, 
and a long black tail. Winter females appear similar 
but have a paler head. In flight both sexes show 
uniform dark wings without markings. 


brownish 


stubby 
MALE black overall] ¢ eee 


black bill 
with pinkish 
ring 


long black tail e 


~e white sides 
and flanks 
dark head @ ‘ / ; 
whitish postocular stripe 
° SONG - @ curves behind ear to neck 
SONG Melodious ow-ow- 
owdle-ow calls that may be dark 
heard for a mile. Noisy at all al al aad 
seasons | uae 
-asons. 
oe gray bill 
e ) . Teo: “] = 
BEHAVIOR Gregarious. LS 
his duck dives frequently and De 
has been caught in fishermen’s — me wi i 
nets at 200 feet. Breeds on _ sii WINTER 


© while 
underparts 


freshwater pools in tundra, but FEMALE PLUMAGE 
winters on very large lakes and ocean. Often 
flies close to water in tight bunched flocks. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 24-29 days by female. Precocial young <A: Lacks face patches; 
leave nest shortly after hatching. First flight at 35-40 days. damienpabiapeibi 
Young tended by female and frequently by an extra female but 
find own food. 1 brood per year, 


NORTHERN PINTAILG" 


speculum; never pied. 


® POPULATION Abundant: 


Flight Pattern | numbers in the millions. 


© CONSERVATION Dense 


m | - concentrations vulnerable to oil 


spills and other pollution of 


northern seas. Large numbers 
sometimes caught and drowned 


in fishing nets. 


Nest Identification 


Lined with available plant material and large amount of down ¢ on dry ground 


close to water, partially hidden under low vegetation or rocks ¢ built by female 


Shana ‘ 
NAPE ee <—e Location geg ahh ¢ 5-11 olive-buff, greenish yellow, or olive-gray eggs; 2.1 inches long. 


lumage Sexes differ | Habitat ma NR DR Migration Migratory Weight Zl pounds 


DATE TIME _ sds LOCATION 
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Wingspan 2()_24 inches 


amily ANATIDAE Species Ba cephala albeola | €8 13-16 inches 


=>, | =. \ >, | my \ 
BUFFLEHEAD 
[he name of this large-headed duck, which means buffalo-headed or ox-headed, 
belies the Bufflehead’s agility in flying, swimming, and diving. It is the smallest 
diving duck, but it is one of the best divers. In flight 


the male’s pink legs and feet are bright against white en me 


underparts, and a white patch crosses the entire patch from 
inner wing; female shows white in the secondaries eye to e /arge dark 


CTOWN head with 
LTCEN 10 


purple oloss 


in good light 


only. ‘These birds nest only in North America. 


¢ SONG Squeaky whistle and low 
squealing or growling call. 


bla 14 hac b 


In courtship 
makes loud > 
grating or ey 
chattering noise. 
Female has a harsh quack, 
ec-ec-ec and buzzy cuc-cuc-cuc. MALE § masth: ehize 
¢ BEHAVIOR Can take off body small bill © 
directly from water unlike other 
diving ducks. Uses feet to 
swim underwater. Dives in 
groups for safety, leaving 
“lookouts” on surface. f 
Eats aquatic insects, 
larvae, snails, small fish, 
and aquatic plant seeds. 
On saltwater eats shrimp 
and other crustaceans, 
shellfish, and snails. Male 
_performs head-bobbing 
display in courtship. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 28-33 days by female. Young leave 
nest by jumping out of tree cavity within 1 day of hatching. 
Tended by female. First flight at 50-55 days. 1 brood per year. 
; ¢ POPULATION Common but 
a Flight Pattern has declined. 
¢ BIRDHOUSES Will use nest 
- § » | boxes located near water. 
© CONSERVATION Much less 
numerous now due to 


_—@ small white cheek patch 


HOODED Z 
MERGANSER ~ 


Larger; brown sides; 


spikelike bill; large crest 


that can be fanned or 


white FEMALE 
underparts 


lowered. 


RUDDY DUCK Go 


Winter male resembles 


female Bufflehead 


¢ longer bill and tail; 


large white cheek patch. 


Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats. unrestricted shooting in the 20th 


century and loss of habitat. 


Nest Identifica 
Ne I entification No material added to nest © will use wooden box placed in tree * 8-10 ivory 


yellow, light olive-buff, or cream to pale buff eggs; elliptical to oval in shape, 


Shape By Location $ ge ds ip 2 x 1.5 inches 


ATE TIME LOCATION 


jumage Se 


xes differ 
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| Species Bacephala clangula | Length 16-20 inches | “!néspan 25_32 inches 
= as a 


| COMMON GOLDENEYE 


In flight. on its whistling wines, the male shows more white black head with 


| plumage than any other North American duck except for the — 7¢en glass @ 
Common Merganser. Both sexes exhibit large white wing 
patches in flight. The small tight flocks often fly high. 

© SONG During courtship male has 


grating zee—zece or zee-z¢e-at, resembling 


dark gray 


@ Lill 


black back . 


call of Common Nighthawk. kemale 


has abrasive low quack. 


© white oval 
spot in front of 
golden eye 


e mostly 
white body 


chocolat MALE 
brown head @ — 
yllowish ? 


j 2 whit CVE : 
FEMALE : @ hod) 


brox nish OTUY and leet 


BARROW’S 
GOLDENEYE 

Male has white crescent 
in front of eye; black 

6 blackish bill with ohiy !/ ® while patch head with purplish 
yellow-orange tip 7 eae arenes on folded wing gloss; black of back 
extends farther down on 
; ; sides; smaller white 

¢ BEHAVIOR Male makes spectacular courtship display, wing patch in flight ¢ 
throwing its head so that its neck contorts back to rump. Dives SO female has more 


( triangular head with 


to 20 feet to forage for mollusks, crustaceans, insects, and 


; more sloping forehead; 
H ‘ > Plc - i i 
quatic plants longer bill with yellow 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. only at tp. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 28-32 days by female. Young may stay 
in nest 1—2 days. First flight at 


= 56—62 day f ote . 
Flight Pattern | 56-62 days. Young tended by 
female but feed themselves. 


| brood per year. 


| q ® POPULATION Common. 
| 
| 


Set 4 Presently stable. 


Swite direc flivht with fast wine beats e BIRDI LOL ISES Will utilize 


nest boxes. 


UL — 


| Nest Identification | 
| ge pe BA Lined with down ® built by female ¢ 5-19 clear pale green or gray-green eggs; 
| | lo} Fl elliptical to oval, 1 inch long. 

| 2) 

Location sx No 
| eau a ae ay 
— = — _ 2 
lu 


a a aati 
| 


Plrimada ~~ i - E ~ A - 
rIUMABE Coyes differ | Habitat pee Naa Migration Migratory | Weight 9 2 pounds | 


DATE TIME «LOCATION 
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Family ANATIDAE Species Bucephata islandica Length 16-20 inches | Wingspan 39) inches 


BARROW’S GOLDENEYE 


In summer this puffy-headed duck plays in mountain streams and 


rides currents in large rivers. In winter it generally is found on puffy black 
saltwater along the coasts. ‘The forehead rises abruptly from a head with 


: : urplish 
short triangular bill to a crown that appears flattened, and the aed - 
SALEE 


nape is puffy. Female bill color varies with season and may be | 


mostly dark with a yellow tip in the winter; the amount of » pains on 
yellow gradually increases to the point the bill may be 


entirely yellow or have dark 


black of back extends as bar 


on sides in front of @iNg @ 


white 
CTeSCONT 
@ On fac 


black 
tail 


MALE 


© while spots 
On S¢ apular s 


brown head e os 
ic FEMALE e darker gray- 


brown back JI 


golden e 
JUVENILE 


eye 


mottling at 
} the base Maio bg 
when breeding. +. s 
e SONG Makes low : 
grating croaks. 


COMMON GOLDENEYI 


Male has large white 


grayish brown se spot on face, not 
& . ‘ 


During courtship mottling on breast mottling on sides crescent; more pointed 
| male utters kittenlike and flanks head with greenish 
gloss; mostly white 
squeals and muted grunts. ek nd : 

. " scapulars, not spotted 
¢ BEHAVIOR Flies close to surface of water for some time * female has longer, 
after the running takeoff typical of diving ducks. Not as aiid uae iaipes 

° . ° yellow restricted to tip; 
gregarious as many other waterfowl. Relatively tame. In western 


; . 7 more gently sloped 
mountains may nest as high as 10,000 feet above sea level. forehead. 


® BREEDING Monogamous. 


| ¢ NESTING Incubation 
28-34 days by female. Young 
stay in nest 1—2 days. First 
flight at 56 days. Young tended 
by female but find own food. 1 
brood per year. 


Swift direct flight; wings make ¢ POPULATION Uncommon 


whistling noise. 


to fairly common. 


Up to 50 feet off ground in large tree cavity, rock crevice, or abandoned building; 
also in burrow or on ground under bushes ® built by female ¢ 5—15 pale olive o1 


blue-green eggs, 2.4 inches long. 


Shape By io Location a ie My ‘ 
' a) 


> 8 ap i j i ‘ i 
lumage Sexes differ Habitat come Re Migration Migratory Weight 2.4 pounds 


IATE ae TIME LOCATION 


| Family ANATIDAF 
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| SpPecles | yphodytes cucullatus | Length 16-19 inches | Wingspan 24 _26 inches 


HOODED MERGANSER 


‘| he smallest native Nort \merican merganser has the largest Crest 
‘The male’s crest is a vertical white fan bordered with black that can 
be raised and lowered during display. When the crest is folded, 
the head appears puff Flying birds of both sexes show a @ while fan crest 
white wing patch on the secondaries. On water the male’s 
white breast broken by two black lines in front of the 
chestnut sides serves as a good field mark. o Bick hen 
® SONG Hoarse grunts and chatters. Displaying 
1, | . » 
male gives rolling froglike c777ve000; sometimes a 
utters hollow pop. @ bill 


e BEHAVIOR Male raises and lowers 
crest frequently in display. 
Excellent diver. 

@ black 


neck 


f, ] / , / 
Dlack back 


ANd fall @ 


l SCS be rt h dull brownish 4 ee /, white breast 
. : chestnut sie 

Wings and feet eray head @ @ /oose rusty crest eo paces with 2 black 

bars 


to swim swittly 7 ; 
- ey dull brownish gray body 
underwater. [hin, @ with blackish back 


serrated bill is 


Similar Birds 


adapted for taking 


1S UL < fee 
fish, but also feeds RED-BREASTED 


} 
on crustaceans, | MERGANSERG" 
| # r- 
aque ; SECS, | shy rosa — , 
\ 1atic ss CC | | <. COMMON . 
other animals, anc xGANSERO 
. oy il 4 dark bill a ith Ve How ish FE MALE witht sogpeioiaar 
plants. Flies quickly ; : ' . Red bill; paler and 


lower mandibh aea 
- C grayer; larger. 
into the air off water. ii alia 


a 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. —a BUFFLEHEADO 


Se . ; [Lacks chestnut sides. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 26-41 days by female. Young leave 


nest within 24 hours of hatching. First flight at about 71 days. 


Young tended by female but 


| find own food. 1 brood per year. 


Flight Pattern 

2 es © POPULATION After past 
| decline, now increasing because 
| a | of nest boxes, including those 
$$$ _—___—__—_— intended for Wood Ducks. 
ist wing beats © BIRDHOUSES Will nest in 


| eS? artificial boxes. 


Nest Identification 


Wood chips with debris in bottom ¢ 15-20 feet off ground ¢ built by female 
© 6-18 white eggs, almost spherical; 2.1 inches long 


7 l a | Bk . =o oh 
i B py xe 48) 


Migration Migratory Weight 15 pounds 


TE: ry} LOCATION 
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amily AN ATIDAE pe Mergus merganse: 4 Length 2227 inches | Winéspan 31_37 inches 


COMMON MERGANSER 


‘The Common Merganser is the largest merganser in 
North America. ‘he male’s mostly white body, dark blackish green 
head, and red bill easily distinguish it from the other head with 

; . ata rm: : ; puffy nape @ 
mergansers at a distances or in flight. ‘his is the only 
merganser in North America in which the female ts 
crested and the male ts not. black 
© SONG Male makes harsh croaks; female makes back 
loud harsh karr karr: 
¢ BEHAVIOR Expert diver pursues 
small fish under water. Also 
feeds on mollusks, 


slender 


red bill 


crustaceans, aquatic ‘ee @ white body 
insects, and some - ee os orga 
plants. In winter a 
often stays as far 
north as open water 
will allow. Patters 
across water or land 
to build up speed 
for takeoff. Often 
flies low following 
_ stream courses. 
i BREEDING clean separation between =a : ape 
*Monogamous. Solitary nester. chestnut neck and white ae sera 
~@ NESTING Incubation breast and underparts “ae Male has crest streaked 
28-35 days by female. Young O- feecen test ay 
remain in nest 1 day or more. First flight at 65-70 days. Young 1 sal peters anil 
tended by female but find own food. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common. Stable in US; may be increasing 
in Europe. 
¢ BIRDHOUSES Will use 
man-made nest boxes. 
© CONSERVATION Some 
fishermen feel it competes for 
Direct flight with rapid wing beats and their catches and try to kill 


bill, head, body, and tail held in indiscriminately. 
straight line. 


FEMALE _e gray body 


white 
chin 


chin and foreneck. 


ification 


Wood chips or debris * lined with down, weeds, grasses, and rootlets 


Shape si Cd ig Abandoned nests © near water in large tree cavity or in rock crevices or holes ¢ built by female 


© 6-17 light buff or ivory-yellow eggs, 2.6 inches in diameter. 


Location & a> + 38 
'F = P ; F é 
sUMABE Sexes differ Migration Migratory Weight 3.8 pounds 


ATE TIME see LOCATION 
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— 


Family ANA TIDAE Species fervus serrator Length 1626 inches 
a4 


Wingspan 34_35 inches 


Plumage 


RED-BREASTED MERGANSER 


One of the fastest flying ducks, this species has been acted - 
clocked at 100 mph. In flight males show a large white head with 
square on the inner wing; females have white green gloss 
secondaries only. Both sexes have a rageed crest. It is rakish 


@ (Test 


often seen from the shore along seacoasts In winter. 
© SONG Generally silent. Female makes 

harsh 4£7vv~Avvr and hoarse croaks. 
Courting male makes 

cathike yeow. 

narror 
hooked 
SCTT ALE 
red bil 


hlack upperparts e————— 


© streaked 
chestnut brea: 


reddish legs e 
to waterline 


and feet 


vermiculated gray 
sides and Hanks 

@ rusty brown 

CTESL, head, 

and neck 


reddish bill 


@ grayish brown upperparts 
whitish chin, throat, e 
and foreneck 


¢ BEHAVIOR 


Sw ift On the WW ing. FEMALE Similar Birds 

o COMMON MERGANSER 
tg Male has white 

sl 


underparts and breast; 


‘lo take off, runs 
with wings flapping 


across cither water or land. Dives to forage for animal food. lapis ecéct 


O : 
% ¥ © female has clean-cut 
“ line between rusty neck 


and white breast. 


Principal diet is fish. Mergansers sometimes form a line to drive 
fish into shallower water to catch them. 
© BREEDING Monogamous. 


e NESTING Incubation 29-35 days by female. Young leave nest 
within | day of hatching. First 


" lio afrer 54 < Oo 
Plight Pattern | flight after 5 ) days. Young 
—<— tended by female but find own 


- food. 1 brood per year. 
S ¢ POPULATION Widespread 


——— -——- and common. Coastal 


wintering habitat vulnerable to 
| pollution and oil spills. 


Nest Identification Lined with down @ on ground in sheltered spot; sometimes in hollow stump, 


under rocks, or in shallow burrow @ built by female © sometimes eggs laid in 
rests of Mallard, Gadwall, or Lesser Scaup ¢ 5-16 olive-buff or green-buff eggs, 


5 inches long 


Sexes differ HADI yes Nga ee ly Migration Migratory Weight 2.5 pounds 


ATE rIMI LOCATION 
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amily ANATIDAE 


RUDDY DUCK 


r N . . 

[his big-headed chunky duck has a 
long stiff tail that is often cocked and 
fanned forward. Wings are uniform 


in color. In winter males 


become gray-brown with a 


gray bill. In breeding 
season found in pairs or 
small loose groups on 
freshwater lakes and 


ponds. After nesting, may 


occur in large flocks; in 
winter it can be found on 
salt bays. 

e SONG Usually silent. 
In courtship male utters 
continual chuck-chuck- 
chuck-chuck-churrr. 

@ BEHAVIOR Diving 
duck that can sink slowly 
beneath the surface like 
a grebe. When disturbed 
often swims away 
underwater instead 
of flying away. 

Gray legs and feet 
are placed so far 
beneath the body 
that it cannot walk 
upright. Primary diet 
of vegetable materials. 
Relatively tame. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 23-26 days by female. Young leave 
nest within a day of hatching. First flight at 42-48 days. Young 
tended by female but feed themselves. 1 brood per year, 
sometimes 2 in the South. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common. Current levels are 


Flight Pattern 


blackish 
gray bill 


Length 14-16 inches | Wingspan 2 1-24 inches 


blackish Cap 


2 reaches below CVE 


SPECIES Ceyy ra jamaicensis 


long stiff 
black tail e 


blue 
bill 


2 white M ALE 


cheeks 


e rust-red body 


whitish belly with 


light brown barring 
Ss $4 


white check with dark W a . 
brown horizontal streak INTER 


PLUMAGE 


brown-gray 
B® upperparts 


MASKED DUCK 
Male lacks white cheek 
e female has 2 dark 


lines across face 


¢ population very local. 


FEMALE pale underparts with 


fine brown barring CINNAMON TAI 


Lacks stiff tail and 
white cheeks; large 
pale blue forewing 
patch in flight 

¢ female lacks line 


through face. 


lower than in the past. 
¢ CONSERVATION 


Reasons for decline unknown, 


but this bird is very tame and 
easily killed by hunters. 
Shallow-water nesting areas 
are subject to draining for 
agriculture and droughts. 


Grasses and cattails ® lined with down ® in dense marsh vegetation over shallow 


water ® sometimes uses abandoned nests ® built by female ¢ 5—17 creamy white 


or nest-stained eggs, 2.5 inches long ®* eggs huge compared to body size and 


similar in size to those laid by much larger ducks 


lumage Sexes differ 


Habitat ie oz 


Migration Migratory 


Weight 1 3 pounds 


ATE 
} 


ri 
rIME 


LOCATION 
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Wingspan 54 72 inches 


| Family ACCIPITRIDAE Species Pyydign haliaetus | © 21-24 inches 


OSPREY 


A kindred of other diurnal birds of prey, the Osprey is so 


didstinctive it is sometimes placed in it own family. Its large size 
and uniquely curved claws allow the Osprey to carry a large 


fish a considerable distance to feed to its young in the 


e mostly 


nest. Occasionally an cagle dives upon an white head 


dark brown upperparts 
with purplish gloss ® 


Osprey carrying a fish, forces a release, 


and catches the fish for itself before ’ is Becmaal 


a black mark 
‘, through 
cheeks and 
sides of neck 


the fish hits the water. 

@ SONG Series of loud whistled 
kyews or melodious whistle of 
chewk-chewk-chewk o1 cheap- 
cheap-cheap. 


clear white belly 


ae 


© Jong tail with 


narrow black bars _—* foes equal in 


length on claws 
curved into 
one-third of a 
circle 


¢ BEHAVIOR Eats mainly fish. Dives into 
water to catch prey from 30-100 feet above 
surface. Holds fish with both feet, stops to shake 
water out of feathers, points fish head forward to 
decrease wind resistance, and carries to perch or to 
feed young. Often flies with distinctive crook or kink 
in wing bent at wrist, which has a black patch. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial or 
solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 32-43 days by both 
sexes; however, female does more, while male 
brings food. Young stay in nest 48-59 days. Fed JUVENILE 
by both parents. 1 brood per year. 


BALD EAGLE 
Entirely white head and 


tail; crown held flat; 


dark underparts and 


underwings ® juvenile 
¢ POPULATION Uncommon inland; fairly common in has entirely dark head 
. ; and patchy tannish 
coastal range. 

¢ BIRDHOUSES Osprey will build nest on man-made 

cartwheel on pole or on platforms built in marshes. 

® CONSERVATION 

Flight Pattern = Endangered in 1950s because 
chemical pollution (especially 


white underwings. 


DDT), but has since made a 
comeback, at least partly by 
transplanting young into areas 


Deep, slow wing beats alternate with 


where entire populations had 


elides; sometimes soars on thermals 


been extirpated. 


Sticks, sod, cow dung, seaweed, rubbish, and similar material ¢ up to 200 feet 


= above ground in dead or live trees near or over water, or atop telephone poles 


c ; . ; 
Shape gg Location a 4g, 


+ a 


Habitat cms Nee 


ESE 


or bridges ®@ built by both sexes ¢ Usually 3 white or pinkish eggs marked with 


brown and olive, 2.4 x 1 inches long. 
g 


Migration Migratory Weight 3.1 pounds 


DATE TIME___ _ LOCATION 4 


r 


Plumage 


Sexes similar 
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Family AQCIPITRIDAE species Pfanus leucurus | “PEM 15-17 inches | Winéspan 4042 inches 


WHITE-TAILED KITE 


Sometimes called the white hawk, 
the White-tailed Kite soars and glides orange to e~ 
like a small gull. When seen from a reddish 
distance, this gregarious bird appears brown eyes 
completely white. Previously called 
the Black-shouldered Kite, the white 
linings of the underwing are broken —_ pale gray e —_4— 
distally by a black “thumb” mark on = “P/¢/parts 
the wrist. It is the only North 
American kite to hover while 
hunting, with tail down and often 
with legs dangling, over savanna, 
riparian woodland, marshes, grassy 
foothills, or the cultivated fields it 
searches for food. It is a master at 
soaring on thermals and glides long 
distances after reaching 
considerable heights. Juveniles’ 
underparts and head are lightly 
streaked with rufous. 
¢ SONG Brief whistled cep, 
keep, keep. 
~ @ BEHAVIOR Active 
hunter. Pauses to hover 
and study ground 
before swooping on 
prey. Eats voles, field 
mice, pocket Tf ji? long white tail JUVENILE 
gophers, ground t/ Vi : siarai 
~ squirrels, shrews, small birds, i? 


@ black patch 


on shoulders 


© while 
underparts 


buff-yellow 


feet and legs 


) 


. i a ne) 
~ small snakes, lizards, frogs, Similar Birds 
_, grasshoppers, crickets, and beetles. Often roosts communally. = = 
’ = a, . is N Ss Ss Dp Tary n 
, © BREEDING Monogamous. Nests built close together, venarrsiciiehe 
: ; i Lacks black shoulders 
» sometimes in loose colonies. and black “chumb” 


¢ NESTING Incubation 30 days by female. Young stay in a a wing; has 
nest 35—40 days. Fed by both sexes. Male hunts for food and ecanlaa 

drives away crows and other hawks. Up to 2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common but 
local. Expanded in last half of 
20th century. 

¢ CONSERVATION Some 
concern about the spraying of 
. ; pesticides and insecticides in 
Hunts by flying slowly, gracefully, gull- ; ‘ 

like, with slow measured deep wing beats. open environments frequented 
Soars on thermals and updrafts. by this species. 


Sticks and twigs ® lined with grasses, dry stubble, weed stems, and rootlets ¢ 

1 in oaks, cottonwood, or eucalyptus, about 15-60 feet above ground ® built by 
both sexes ¢ 3—6 white eggs, heavily blotched with rich brown; ovate to oval, 
1.7 x 1.3 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat @ sere ex Migration Nonmigratory | Weléht Undetermined 


JATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape pg Location by & 
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Wingspan 34: 


ane , 2 j 
Length 13 -37 inches 


~17 inches 


Fan / - 
Family AGCIPITRIDAE 


MISSISSIPPI KITE 


lar from shy, the Mississippi Kite has deep red eyes e a 


Species Jyinig mississippiensis 


| 


been seen chasing bats into caves and 


flying around horseback riders and 
cattle to catch insects. ‘Vhis bird is Nad 
not territorial; several might perch 
together in trees, even during 
nesting season. They also gather 
at communal perches and ~. wae care 
foraging areas, and often soat 


communally while hunting 
insects. As many as 20 birds 


have been recorded following a 


herd of livestock for flushed 
insects. Lhe Mississippi Kite 
never hovers and has a smooth 
graceful flight with its white e yellow to red legs 
secondary feathers showing. 
© SONG Usually silent. 
Has alarm call of whistled 
kee-e-e. A\so whistles phee- 
phew, phee -phi w, 

resembling that of 

Osprey. 

¢ BEHAVIOR 


Gracefully catches large 


flying insects, often 
eating them in midair. 
Hunts with flock. 

e BREEDING 


Monogamous. Colonial. 


WHITE-TAILED KITE 
Lighter tail; black 

et) shoulder patches; 

fre black “thumb” mark 


under wing. 


JUVENILE 
Little courtship activity 


NORTHERN , 
HARRIER ‘ 


@ solid black tail Male hovers and 1s 


larger; dark secondary 


occurs on the US 


breeding grounds as the 


birds are already paired 


feathers; white rump 


when they return from 


: : atch; facial disk. 
WiIntcring I) the Neotropics. aa . isn 


@e NESTING Incubation 31—32 days by both sexes. Young 

remain in nest 34 days, fed by 
both sexes. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common to 
fairly common. Expanding 


Flight Pattern 


range, particularly west of the 


Mississippi River. Regularly 
Buoyant flight with steady wingbeats , 


strays as far north as the 


sometimes ilternates several wing strokes 


with short to long glides southern Great Lakes region. 


Nest Identification Sticks and twigs @ lined with green leaves and Spanish moss (where available) 


7 ® in upper branches, small forks, and occasionally on horizontal lines, 


+), - en ae 50-135 feet < > PTOL eb »y both sexes @ 1—3 white or bluish white 
Shape Location & | 135 feet above ground ¢ built by both sexes 


ie | eggs, unmarked or faintly spotted, often nest-stained 


Habitat 999 9.8 @ ue nu. | Migration Mipratory 


Plumage Sexes similar 


DATE TIME __ LOCATION 
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Family ACCIPITRIDAE Species Hy /igectus leucocephalus 


BALD EAGLE 


[he national bird of the United States has 


Length 34 43 inches | wingspan 6-8 feet 


an awe-inspiring wingspan and striking sn0w-while @ 
. . head and neck 
| white head and tail that make adults casy é bricks 
: 7 : ; . ; ra @ PTIGH 
to identify. Big concentrations of these i idle ats 
— 


huge birds can be seen perched 1n 

trees and resting on sandbars when 
salmon run in rivers of the 
Northwest. Juveniles can be 
recognized by their large size; 
dark brown head, tail, and 
body; mottled white patches 
on underwings and 
underparts; grayish eyes; 

and light yellow feet. 

| 


e@ massive yelloe 
Ail/ and Ct Vt 


e dark brown bod 


¢ SONG Both sexes utter 
gull-like squealing cackle 
of kleek-kik-ik-1k-1k OF 
lower kak-kak-kak. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Hunts 
for prey, primarily 
fish, especially in 

: breeding season. 

; Sometimes steals 
fish from Ospreys. 

| Also eats carrion 


GOLDEN EAGLI 
Similar to juvenile 

e adult has less massive 
bill; less blotchy white 


on underwings and 


underparts; golden 


feathers on head 


, and injured Or e juvenile has distinct 
i crippled white patches at base of 
] ~ . | . » ) 
+ waterfowl, squirrels, shiinwyl e yellow feet primaries and base of 
i : DAME [al wi jen tail; smaller head and 
; rabbits,and muskrats. and legs Beli acearth des 
bill; feathered legs. 
q e + , for * y air for : 
BREEDING Monogamous; thought to pair for Caines aa Chen i gat 
| life. Solitary nester. Adult has long wedge- 
e @ NESTING Incubation 31-46 days by both sexes. Semialtricial ese . ei a white 
; a F q thighs and shoulders 
: CART x O02 Aaxwe we ; ies ; 5 
young stay in nest 70-98 days until first flight. Fed by both * tevenile has lone 
mesexes. | brood per year. wedge-shaped white 


} @ POPULATION Fairly common to common but local outside ae tn es ee 


Florida and Alaska. 
© CONSERVATION Protected by national wildlife refuges and 


legally with heavy fines. Made 
Flight Pattern 


e Alaskan range. 


great comeback, especially in the 
United States, since the 1970s 
with widescale restoration 
programs, and the banning of 
DD'T and other chemical 
pollutants. Moved from 


Several deep wing beats alternate with 
long glides; often flies direct with deep 


steady wing beats. Also soars on thermals. endangered status to threatened. 


Nest Identification 


Shape pg Location a bs z a 
icv - a 


PUMage Cexes similar | Habitat ww em Migration Migratory Weight 9.1 pounds 


|DATE TIME LOCATION 


Made of large sticks and vegetation @ deeply Imned with fine material ® in fork 
of tall tree or on ledge, 30-60 feet above ground ® built by both sexes ® 2 bluish 


white or dull white eggs, often nest-stained; 3 inches long. 


°e BIRIDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


ene 


| Species py y/javetus albicilla \ ©°E™ 31-40 inches | W'N8span 6_8 feer 


WY ACCIPITRIDAI 


WHITE-TAILED EAGLE 


§someciimes rererread CO as ( 1) \\ | C-Cal d ile Is 
th I! hare { we im Che vorid and on] t little smaller 
than Streller’s Sea-EKagle. Bird-watchet North Amer 
sometimes In Spy Chis 1 of Leurasia and Gsreenland on 
the Aleutian Island Atti here it has nested, or on othe 


\leutian Islands | IST 1) cords of its pp i ne 


exist from just after th turn of the 20th centu 
twlong the north Atlantic Coast. Juvenil 
have darker plumage than adults and 
mottled white base of the tail 
© SONG Barking calls with head 
thrown up and back, £77ch-A771CK 7 
krick ov grah-grah-¢ral 6 
| @ BEHAVIOR Flunts fish 


by snatching them trom 
the water's surtace Lees 
Sometimes steals from I) 
. P * e slightly wede 
gulls; also cats young low @ shaped white tail 
eulls, ducks, 

guillemots, alcids, : o> e dark undertail 


seals, rabbits, coverts 
rodents, and carrion. 
| found neat 


seacoasts and rivers. 


BALD EAGLI 
White undertail coverts; 
white head ® juvenile 
eK tt 
has darker underwing; 
" darker tail lacks wedge 
tiny — shape and narrow dark 
terminal band. 
STELLER’S SEA-EAGLE 
lLarger yellow-orange 
| 


JUVENILE bill; white wedge- 


shaped tail; white 


: ie shoulders ¢ juveniles 
® BREEDING Monogamous; thought to pair for life. Solitary almost indistinguishable 


nester. Males fight in flight over mate. ~» inthe field 
e NESTING Incubation 35—45 days by female. Semialtricial 
young initially fed by male then 


Flight Pattern fed by both sexes. First flight al 


70 days. 1 brood per year. 


[*.s ath ht 
| y ¢ POPULATION Accidental 
| By~h 5» Aye | a | 
| | > | to casual primarily on Attu and 
“ ——— other Aleutians. Declining. 
| Heavy flight with stron: leep, stea | “ han ae — : ; 
wate heals: semnetines shernawes with | ® CONSERVATION Declined 
| short to long glides; soars on thermal | over 20th century. 
Nest Identification 
Made of sticks, grasses, seaweed, and bones of prey ® in large trees, usually 
onifers, often 60 feet above ground or on rocky ledges or even a hammock 
at = - | 
| | Shape pg Location gy a | when trees are unavailable ¢ 1—3 dull white eggs 
| hae 
= _ es _ a 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat wee ww Nee i te 


DATE __ TIME ; — ss LOCATION 


Migration \fost do not migrate | Weight 8.8 pounds 
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Family ACCIPITRIDAE Species Hafiaeetus pelagicus | ‘°°8 42-45 inches | Wingspan 7_8 fee 


‘ ‘ 9 AS ‘ . 
STELLER’S SEA-EAGLE 


[his impressive raptor occasionally strays from its home in northeast 


Asia and finds its way to Alaska and the areas around the Aleutians 
and Pribilofs. Named for Georg Wilhelm Steller, noted 18th-century 
zoologist and traveler, the massive Steller’s Sea-Kagle ts the third 
largest eagle in the world and the largest cagle to ever visit North 
America. In flight the wings are very broad and slightly curved 

| behind. The brown-black plumage contrasts sharply with the 
white leading edge of the wings, white thighs, and wedge 
shaped white tail. Its massive yellow bill and white 


| shoulders are diagnostic features when comparing 


/ with other raptors. 

| @ SONG Hoarse krick-hrick-krick or grah 
grah-grah, similar to White-tailed Eagle. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Hunts mostly for 


fish. Also eats seals as large as 


@ SAOuldes 


15-20 pounds, capercaillie, 
crustaceans, arctic 


foxes, sables, 
huge arched € 


yellow-orange 


wy 
JUVENILE 


WEA LE shaped 
white tail 


4 


* hares, and carrion. Found near seashores and wooded river 
valleys. Winters near ice-free bodies of water. Nomadic. BALD EAGLI 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous; thought to mate for life. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 38-45 days mostly by female. 
Semualtricial young fed by both sexes. First flight at 70 days. 
1 brood per year. 


Smaller; white head; 
fan-shaped white 


tail: no white in 


shoulders. 


¢ POPULATION 
Flight Pattern Accidental to casual in 
_ western Alaska and outer 
island chain. 
© CONSERVATION 
International concern 


Alternates deep, slow powerful and : : 
because of small population. 


purposeful wing beats with short to long 


glides; or rides easily on thermals. 


Made of large branches ® may be as big as 8 feet in diameter ® used year after 


year ® in treetop or large branches as high as 100 feet above ground ¢® 1—3 white 


eggs with slight greenish tinge. 


55 


Shape po Location py na 
; Le 


as 


4 
\Plumage Sexes similar 


JATE TIME od LOCATION 
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ee it 
Family AGCIPITRIDAE Speces (irs cyaneus Length 16-24 inches | Wingspan 38_48 inches IL. 
} 
| 
T r ps | | T I | ~ 
NORTHERN HARRIER I 
[ts owl-like facial disk and white rump patch, which ts lay, 
prominent in flight, set the Northern Harrier apart 
from all other North American talconitormes. = 
ales take scvecral vears to acquire (heir 2Ta upperparts e 
Vial | | tl \ pper 
plumaged upperparts. [heir wings are long 
with black-tipped trailing edges, and the 
outermost four or five primaries are black. 
® SONG Shrill calls £eh, kek, kek or keee, © chestnut 
heve. . call i the nest spotting on 
CEC, RECE, CSPEClally ATOUTIC 1c MNCS. throat and breast 
e BEHAVIOR Hunts using low slow 
flight that consists of alternately MALE 
flapping and gliding with the wings — p/ac% wine 
held in a shallow V above the back. “ps and . 
; second © whitish 
Often quarters back and forth over  %@0“%@47) cma 
tips @ underparts 
low vegetation and can turn and | 
drop rapidly on prey that it may 
detect initially by sound. keeds 
on small mammals, especially 
rodents up to the size of a small 
rabbit, frogs, snakes, small birds, 
carrion, and large insects. 
Sometimes hunts the edges of 
grass fires to capture prey driven . 
ge arg cy every long tail 
out by the flames. Courtship flight 
of males ts thrillingly acrobatic. a 
ae JUVENILE 
e Py 7 ] ty : » ‘ < P. P : % 
BREEDING Some pairs gichahe 
monogamous; some males are feathers 
polygamous with up to 3 around fac 
mates. Solitary nester. Both ” 
brown ROUGH-LEGGED 
SEXES VET) vocal with high- upperparts @ AWK 
pitched screams when Base of tail (not rump) 
defending nest. FEMALE white; broad blackish ' 
‘ carck = ; subterminal band on 
NES TING Incubation tail © does not course 
31-32 days by female. Semi- low over fields but y" 
altricial Young stay in nest noe from perch or 
_ a ies ‘ i yy Hovering. 
30-35 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. - 
> ry T ’ e o 
¢ POPULATION Common but declining. 
© CONSERVATION | 
Populations have declined 


everywhere on its breeding 
range because of the loss of 
marshland habitat as well as 
pesticides. Formerly, many were 


Several deep wing beats alternate lost to shooting. 


with glides 


Nest Identification 


Sticks and grass lined with fine material © usually placed on the ground ® may 
be 5 feet above water or marshy terrain @ built by both sexes, but female does 
most construction ¢ 3—9 bluish white eggs, sometimes spotted with brown, 


Shape <= 


Location tek <i 


1.8 inches long. 


| 
| 


A ae eae . . ry A . 
Plumage Sexes differ TE iia Migration Some migrate | “'€" 12.6 ounces | | 
DATE TIME LOCATION 
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amily ACCIPITRIDAE | Species Ayripis us | “Meth 1914 inches | Wingspan 29_28 inches 


SHARP-SHINNED HAWK 


A territorial bird, the Sharp-shinned Hawk 
occasionally strikes humans in defense of 
its nest. Its name describes its flattened, 
thin tarsus or shank. ‘Vhis is the smallest 
of the North American accipiters; the 
female ts larger than the male. ‘he 
head and neck seem small for its 

long, slender body. Its long tail 

has three to four narrow black 
crossbars, and is squared 

or notched on the tip. 


@ finely streaked 
red-brown throat 


blue-gray e 


; upperparts © red-brown bars 
Juveniles have brown ne Ee 
upperparts and white belly 
underparts with heavy 
brown streaking. 
¢ SONG When disturbed 
utters kek-kek-kek or kik-kik- aoe 


kik. Call is melancholy cry. undertail 
e BEHAVIOR Eats mostly = °°” *~ 
small birds, including 

songbirds, taken off ground 
or twigs, or in air. Also eats gol hy 

> small mammals (including wih “Sharh 
bats), reptiles, grasshoppers, — shins” 
and other larger insects. 

~@ BREEDING Monogamous. 

>» Solitary nester. 

/@ NESTING Incubation — ggyare or 

32-35 days by female. slightly 


Semuialtricial young stay Ustad 
fal 


COOPER’S HAWK 
Rounded tail; larger 
(but female Sharp- 
shinned approach male 


Cooper’s in size); larger 


head; more contrast 
between black crown 


: in nest 23-27 days. Fed . | 2 and face; wide white 
»by both sexes. 1 brood a band on tp of tail (can 
P per year. 
7] 

¢ POPULATION Common ne 

‘ NaTTOW “t Cae 
to fairly common. white tip streaked undertail 
Ps tail coverts. 

| © FEEDERS Often attracted Oy te 
to concentrations of small birds 


be tricky because of 
feather wear); 
sometimes lightly 


at bird feeders, especially 

Flight Pattern in winter. 

a ¢ CONSERVATION Decline 
during 1950s through 1970s due 
to pesticides and heavy metal 
More buoyant flight than other pollutants in environment. 
accipiters with several rapid wing beats Some comeback in 1980s but is 
between glides. perhaps declining again. 


Nest Identification Made of sticks and twigs ® lined with strips of bark, grass, and coniferous 
— needles © sometimes in deciduous trees but usually conifers, 10-60 feet 
above ground, next to trunk ® 4-5 white or bluish eggs marked with browns, 
1.5 inches long. 


lumage Sexes similar | Habitat ope 9¢ Migration Some migrate | Welét 3.6 ounces 


ATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape pg —> Location a> & 
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ee ee 


(>\ 


MWY ACCIPIERIDAI | SPECIES A yyipiter cooperti Length 14-21 inches |} “NESPan 27 


—36 inches 


(CCOOPER’S HAWK 


S\ netmme illed the Blu art ror hicken Hawk by 
farmers, howe studies show poultry are only a small 
portion of the Cooper's Hawk’ diet. It is named atte 
William ¢ Opc who was the first person to collect 


one of these birds and have it identified. Like 


most hawks. the juvenile has heavils streaked 
underparts and brown upperparts, 
whereas adults show blue-gray 


upperparts lemales are large 


than males, and both show a 


blue-grav back. In tlight the JUVENILE 


long tail appears rounded 
PI rounded tail 


® SONG Alarm call is lark gray or with dark bars 
ka ka kai OF AUHCA NM On tt ANd a & Ait 

; a j ' , e / white undertaul hand on tipe 
RUCK RUCK, RUCK : . / 


© BEHAVIOR preat 


lerritorial: wall 


‘e? Pes fi 
; t £7 Saayted. 


reddISh DATS @ W1LO® LEYS @ 
ACTOSS OFCAST AH [él 


not allow and bell 


similar Sharp 
SHARP-SHINNED HAWK 
Shorter tail with 


shinned Hawk in same 


woodland. Attacks poultry, other birds, small mammals, and 
not hed Or squared end; 


takes songbirds out of nest. Occasionally eats fish. Sometimes savallen hand. tex 


| carries prey to water and kills it by drowning. Hunts by waiting contrast between back 


in ambush or by dashing in swift low flight through wooded lot: and crown; narrower 


3 : white band at up of tail 
surprises prey and catches it with talons. & fais ikon: 


® BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. but female approaches 


size of male Cooper's. 


® NESTING Incubation 32-36 days by both sexes, but more by 


female. Semialtricial young stay in nest 27—34 days, fed by both 


sexes. | brood per year. 


a e Pop ar 
Flight Pattern I Ol I LAI ION [ ncommon 
es Z| to rare. Steadily increasing after 
me ¢ ¥ bottoming out in 1970s. 
4 > Aa | f - y ’ 
| , ® CONSERVATION Decline 
——— a —_ in mid-20th century principally 
Rapid wing beat llowed by short glide due to pesticides. Stable or 
laibsthdh Seema tach on thermal increasing in most areas. 
Nes BS sad Sticks and twigs @ lined with chips, outer bark strips, and occasionally green 
Nest Identification 
3 conifer needles @ in crotch of conifer near trunk or in deciduous tree, 10-60 feet 
ibove ground ® built by both sexes, but male does more @ 4-5 bluish white or 
Shape 2g Location iv ah greenish white eggs, spotted with browns and usually nest-stained; elliptical to 


i 
| subelliptical, 1.5 inches long 


— _t_ 


[ Piumage Sexes similar | Habitat 9@ @, Migration Some migrate | “e'€ht 12.3 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Length 19_27 inches | Wingspan 40-47 inches 


amilY ACCIPITRIDAE Species A wripiter gentilis 


> NORTHERN GOSHAWK 


An agile and proficient flier, the distinct white e 
‘ ‘ ed J bri C) OUWF7 
Northern Goshawk ts not afraid to alld 


each CVE wide NS 


catch prey near humans when tt ts posteriorly 


| 

| hungry. This bold hawk has been 

| known to attack duck decoys. It 

| appears pale gray at a distance, and 

| in flight the shorter tail and 

_ longer, broad wings (for an 

accipiter) give the superficial 

appearance of a Red-tailed 

Hawk. ‘The female is the 

larger and dominant partner 

in a pair. ite Ba) s 
(“hi 

¢ SONG Alarm call is 

harsher and deeper than 

_ Cooper’s Hawk, ksac-kac-kac 

_ or kuk, kuk, kuk. Female 

utters high-pitched 

melancholy whine, kee-a-ah, 

reminiscent of the Red- 

' shouldered Hawk. 

> ¢ BEHAVIOR Eats 

_ snowshoe hare, lemmings, — ein ae 

| and grouse; migrates south in ie 

irruptive numbers when their . 

4} prey populations crash. Also eats 

> small to medium mammals, large 

| and small birds (including ducks 

_ and crows), and some large insects. 

Dives and kills prey on ground or in 

air with deadly grip of talons. Female 

every defensive of nest site to the point 

» of attacking intruders, including humans. oad ky ae 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. See MG (ails darker blue-gray 


¢ NESTING Incubation 36-42 days by both sexes, but female Koc tatasig 
does more. Semialtricial young stay in nest 41-43 days. Fed by 
both sexes. First flight at 45 days. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon 
to rare. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Expanding range. Possible 
increase in the Northeast during 
recent decades. Southwestern 
mountain populations may be 
threatened by loss of habitat. 


@ while unde part 


ith gray mottling 


JUVENILE 


© fluffy white 


long rounded undertail coverts 


to wedeve- 


shape d tail 


rusty underparts 


Several strong rapid wing beats 
interspersed with glides; soars on thermals. 


Sticks and twigs ® lined with bark strips, evergreen sprigs, grass, and feathers 
¢ in fork of branch or trunk of tree, 20-75 feet above ground ® built by both 
sexes, but male does more @ 3—4 bluish or off-white eggs, occasionally nest- 


stained or spotted with brown; slightly elongate elliptical or oval, 2.3 inches long. 


TIME me _ LOCATION 


| 
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Family ACCIPITTRIDAE ; ; ‘ 7 | Length 16-18 inches Wingspan 32-38 inches 


GRAY HAWK 


[his stout little hawk is an uncommon and local resident of 


low-lying woodlands along streams in south ‘Texas and a 


summer visitor to Arizona. It is not an accipiter as formerly 

thought but actually a small buteolike hawk. Juveniles are 

rusty or sooty brown with brown-streaked pale to buff 

underparts and have narrow dusky bars on the tail. In 

flight adults show whitish underparts with gray 

barring, rounded wing tips, a black tail with 

numerous white bands, and a white rump. 

© SONG Loud descending mournful 

whistles, often in series of 3-7, ee 
gd yellow 

wheeeooo: plaintis © ¢€7eé-€é-éé. ® lI 

¢ BEHAVIOR Often perches 

conspicuously on roadside 


utility poles, wires, posts, 


JUVENILE 


and trees. Darts to ground 
for swift-running lizards. 
Picks up prey in talons. 
Also eats snakes, 
rabbits, small 
rodents, some 
birds, fish, 
and beetles. 


whitish 
underparts with 
gray barring 


yellow legs and feet 


white rump 


BROAD-WINGED HAWK 

Barred reddish 

broad black-and- underparts, including | 

white bands on tail underwing linings, dark 
trailing border of wing, | 
and pointed wing tips; | 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. eS eS EU Pe 
© NESTING Incubation 32 days by both sexes. Semialtricial 

young stay with female in nest 
30 days. Male brings food for 
first 14 days. ‘Then both parents 
feed. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Casual to 
rare. No more than 50 pairs 
Graceful buoyant flap-and-glide flight; known north of Mexico, but 
soars often but not to great heights. species is widespread in tropics. 


Green twigs and sticks ¢ lined with green leaves ¢ 40-60 feet above ground 
concealed in treetops, especially sycamore or cottonwood ¢ built by both sexes 
(a: ire j ire e 2 ‘ re 7 arkes , . 
Location ee e 2-3 white to bluish white eggs, seldom marked (brown marks when present) 


Shape pa 


but often nest-stained, 2 inches long. | 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ope #¢ Uo Migration Some migrate _ | We'8Ot Undetermined 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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~COMMON BLACK-HAWK 


[he Common Black-Hawk is chunky, 
gentle, and lethargic, except while 


nesting, when it will often 
plunge from great heights and 
snap off dead branches from 
trees during flight. ‘They 
most frequently use 
large cottonwood 
trees in riparian 
stands along rivers 

as. nést sites. These 
birds will abandon 
nest sites if there is 
too much human 
disturbance. In 

flight adults 

appear black with 

a single broad 

| white tail band, a 
narrow white 
terminal tip on the 
very short fan-shaped 
tail, and a small white 
patch at the base of the 

outer primaries. Juveniles have a 

buff head and underparts and black-and-white bands on the tail. 


broad white 
band across 
middle of short 
mostly black taile 


@ bright 
yellow feet 
and legs 


white , | 


tipped tail 


wide WINES @ 


e SONG Often calls when soaring and in display during 
breeding season. A triple-note ascending whistle and a drawn- 
out squealing ka-a-a-ah, ka-a-a-ah. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Sits on open perch or walks on ground watching 
for fish and crabs washed up on sandbars. Eats frogs, fish, crabs, 
reptiles, small mammals, insects, and occasionally other birds. 

_ Soars often, especially in midday. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

| @ NESTING Incubation 34 days by both sexes. Semialtricial 
young remain in nest 42-49 days, then move to nearby trees 
where parents continue to feed for another 35-42 days. 1 brood 
per year. 

¢ POPULATION Rare, local. 


in North America, with an 
estimated 250 pairs remaining 
Vulnerable to disturbance and 
loss of habitat. 


Soars on thermals; deep steady and fairly 
slow wing beats alternate with short to 
long glides. 


Oo; 


Atte poltin DASE 


OULCY PrIMaTv 


0) 


black 


001" 


} 
@ PluMak 


0 bright 


- 
\/ 10% (CTE 


JUVENILE 


Similar Birds 


BLACK VULTURE 


Larger whitish patch at 


s base of primaries; lacks 


G 


white bands on tail: 


erayish white feet, legs, 


ind bill 


® CONSERVATION Declining 


ZONE-TAILED HAWK 
Narrower 2-toned wings 
with dark wing linings 
and barred silver-gray 
flight feathers; wings 
held in dihedral; more 
tail bands; less vellow- 


orange under eyes. 


Dry sticks and mistletoe @ in crotch of tree, usually cottonwood, sycamore, or 
large mesquite, 15-100 feet above ground ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 1-3 white eggs 


sometimes marked with brown; short ovate or nearly oval, 2.3 inches long. 


DATE 


TIME LOCATION 


| 
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Family ACCIPITRIDAE 


Species Payahuteo unicinctus | ‘°° 17-24 inches 


WINESPAN 46 inches 


HARRIS’S HAWK 


Named after a friend of John James Audubon, Edward 
Harris, Harris’s Hawk is rather tame. [his dark sooty 


brown hawk has beautiful markings, including rutous- 


chestnut shoulders, underwing linings, and thighs, 
and a boldly marked black-and-white tail set off 
by a white rump and white tail coverts. Once 
called the Bay-winged Hawk, the juvenile ee 
has streaked underparts, a white rump, 


and rusty shoulders not as deeply 
——e rufous-chestnut 


colored as those of the adult. 
shoulders 


@ SONG Loud harsh nasal 
screams of jaaahrr, sounding 
similar to a Barn Owl. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Often 


perches conspicuously 


- 0 dark sooty 
brown overall 


near roads on utility 
—— rufous-chestnut 


thighs 


white bands 
on tail base 
and tip e 


yellow legs e 
and feet 


poles, fence posts, and trees. Hunts actively with low quartering 
flight similar to that of a Northern Harrier, or with rapid dashes 
like an accipiter. Gregarious; hunts cooperatively in small 


groups, and large prey is shared. Often 2—3 hunt together, 


RED-SHOULDERED 
HAWK 

: ; ‘ ; ‘ : : Lacks white patch at 
chasing prey in turn until one makes the kill. Eats variety of 


small rodents, rabbits, ducks, herons, smaller birds, and reptiles. 
¢ BREEDING Polyandrous. Solitary nester. 


tail base but has 


multiple narrow 
white tail bands; 


Usually flies close to ground with several ee? ; 
I‘hreatened in some areas by 


yarre Ous 
¢ NESTING Incubation 33-36 days by both sexes. Semialtricial a ae te 
young stay in nest 40-49 days, fed by both sexes. Often and-white barring in 
2 broods per year. fight feathers. 
¢ POPULATION Uncommon to fairly common but declining in 
some areas. 
Flight Pattern © CONSERVATION 
Disappeared from some former 
areas, such as lower Colorado 
River Valley and California; has | | 
been reintroduced to California. | 
| 
| 


rapid wing beats followed by a short glide 


Soars on thermals and updrafts. illegal capture for falconry. 


Nest Identification Sticks, twigs, and roots @ lined with green mesquite, green shoots and leaves, 
grass, bark, and roots @ in cactus 10-30 feet above ground ® built by both sexes, 
but female does more ¢ 2-4 white or bluish eggs, half marked with browns and 


lavender; short subelliptical to elongated, 2.1 inches long. | 


Shape pg Location a 


Plumage Sexes similar Habitat ,, ,, , ut ot Weight 1.6 pounds 


Migration Nonmigratory 


DATE | a — TIME__ LOCATION a 
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ES Se: Se eee an cane NTE: enna ei eaaAai ama aNE ae aeaNGs 


| 2 ; q = : iene ee : 
Family ACCIPITRIDAE Species Br yeg lincatus Length 17_24 inches | Wingspan 32-50 inches 


RED-SHOULDERED HAWK 


[his bird uses the same territory for years, alles 
J VETIO@®R CUTE 


and even succeeding generations may 

return to the same territory. he longest 

recorded continuous use of the same reddish 
territory is forty-five years. Five races shoulders @ 
(/ineatus, alleni, extimus, elagans, and 

texanus) show variations in color 


and size but all have barred rusty extensive pal 
SPOMINg On 


underparts, reddish wing linings, 
upperparts @ 


and shoulders with banded tails. 

In flight the long black tail displays 
numerous narrow white bands on 
adults and juveniles. Flight feathers 
are spotted and barred black and 

_ white and show a pale “window” at 

_ the base of the outer primaries. Male 
is larger than female. 

e SONG Evenly spaced series of 
clear high loud and often rapidly 

} repeated kee-ah or clee-u clee-u clee- 

| w notes. Blue Jays can mimic the 
call perfectly. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Stalks prey 

| from perch. Catches and eats 
| small to medium-sized 
} 

| 

} 


@ 7US/-1¢d 


barring on 
underpart 


mammals, small reptiles, 
amphibians, large insects, 
spiders, earthworms, 
snails, and an occasional 


e yellow legs FLORIDA 
and feet R ACE 


bird. Prefers wet woodlands, 
, often near water and swamps. 
Often perches low to hunt on 
“posts, utility poles, and low to 
, mid level in trees. 
_ © BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 28 days by both sexes. Semialtricial 

young stay in nest 35-45 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common in range. 
¢ CONSERVATION Some 
decline due to habitat loss and 
human encroachment 
particularly in West. Pesticides 


BROAD-WINGED HAWK 


Smaller; shorter tail: 


—e /ong black tail 
with numerous 
NAITO® White 


bands 


lacks barring in flight 
feathers; fewer, wider 
white tail bands; lacks 


reddish shoulders; lacks 


wing windows; 


peweelike call 


Flies with fairly rapid stiff wing beats; ; : : ‘ : 
soars on flat wings and glides on slightly in Midwest interfered with 


drooped wings. Soars on thermals. reproduction during the 1970s. 


Made of sticks, twigs, inner bark strips, dry leaves, moss, lichen, and coniferous 
needles © usually by a tree trunk 10-200 feet above ground ® built by both sexes 
e 2-6 white or bluish white eggs, often nest-stained and marked with brown; 


Shape po Location a gr, 


short elliptical, 2.1 inches long. 


lumage Sexes similar | Habitat pe yz 8 Om Migration Some migrate | “el€"t 1.1 pounds 


VATE _ IME __s-—~ LOCATION 


© BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


MilY ACCIPITRIDAE | Species Buteg platypterus | Length 1319 inches 


Wingspan 32_39 inches 


BROAD-WINGED HAWK 


he smallest of the North American 
yUuteOSs IS SIM lar In size to a Stor ky crow 
I hese birds, which migrate in flocks of 
housands, make up the bulk of hawk 


flights in September in the East. This 


yeacetul bird 1s one of the tamest 


vawks. In flight the ups of the flight 
feathers appear dark, producing a 
black border along the trailing edge Ol 
the wing, and the underwing linings 
vary from white to rusty-buff. Lhe 


black-and-white bands in the tail are 


© brown underparts 
with red barring 


approximately equal in width. Juveniles 


are similar to adults but appear more 
washed out and have fainter tail 
bands; underparts are pale with 
heavy dark streaking. 

© SONG ‘Thin shrill whistle, 

Pecreele OF PCRECCECEEEEE, often 

given in flight and similar to the 
high plaintive whistled note of an 
Eastern Wood-Pew CS. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Perches to watch 
for prey from utility poles and 
wires or near water along edge of 
woods. Hunts along wooded roads 
under the tree canopy. Swoops 
down to grab prey with talons. Kats ha- Seu. DERE 
HAWK 

Larger in size; narrower, 


LAV EC DIACK 


amphibians, reptiles, small rodents, 


and-whitt 


shrews. rabbits. some small birds. hands on taile 


more rounded wings 


large insects, and insect larvae. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 28-32 days by both sexes, but mostly 


by female. Semialtricial young stay in nest 29-35 days, fed by 


with barred and spotted 
black-and-white flight 
feathers; buff to rusty- 
red wing linings; longer, 
narrower tail with white 


| bands much narrower 


both SCAG. | brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common in eastern US and southern Canada 
west to a portion of eastern British Columbia. Rare in winter in 


Flight Pattern - 


than dark ones. 


California and Florida. 
® CONSERVATION Large 


numbers once shot during 


| =f 
oo a os | isl a migration, particularly along 
1 aed ea | 
| = | mountainous ridges in the East. 
[ : ———_ Now protected by law. 
Several rapid shallow wing beats followed Neotropical migrant. 
by a glide. Soars on thermals and updraft 


Sticks, twigs, and dead leaves ¢ lined with inner bark strips with lichen, outer 


bark chips, evergreen sprigs, and green leaves ¢ in crotch of deciduous tree, 


| 30-50 feet above ground ¢ built by both sexes in slow process that takes 


| shape ge Location ) weeks © 2—4 white or bluish white eggs sometimes marked with brown; 
oR | 
| short elliptical, 1.9 inches long. 
= — = 
| Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat 990 6.9 Migration Migratory Weight 14.8 ounces 


YATE __ _ TIME ss LOCATION 


BIRDS OF 


Family ACCIPITRIDAE Specles Bure swainsoni 


NORTH 


Length 19_22 inches 


AMERICA e@ 167 


| SWAINSON’S HAWK 

| Sometimes traveling in huge flocks, 
these birds migrate from North America 
— to Argentina, about 11,000—17,000 
miles each year. ‘This large buteo lives 
in open rangeland, hill country, 

plains, and grasslands where trees 

are sparse. Swainson’s Hawk ts 

about the same size as the Red- 

tailed Hawk and has three 

different color morphs: light, 

rufous (intermediate), and dark. 

‘This variety provides for a 
confusing array of plumages: 
dark morphs are dark brown 
overall; the rufous morph ts 
similar but with variegated 
medium brown 

underparts. In flight the 
narrow, slightly pointed 
wings are held in a slight 
dihedral, and the bird 

tilts from side to side 

like a ‘Turkey Vulture. 

e SONG Plaintive 

whistle, 47-e-e-ceececer, 

similar to that of the 
Broad-winged Hawk. 

¢ BEHAVIOR 

Hunts, sometimes in 
flocks, for grasshoppers and crickets. Stalks ground squirrels at 

, their burrows. Catches prey in talons. Also eats mice, rabbits, 
lizards, frogs, toads, and an occasional game bird. Frequents 

‘ grasslands, agricultural grain fields, and open landscapes. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 28-35 days by both sexes; female does 
more. Semialtricial young stay in nest 30-35 days. Fed by both 
sexes. First flight at 38-46 days. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Very 
common to common but 
numbers are declining. 


uniformly 
dark brown 


upperparts @ 


while wing 
/inings @ 


LIGHT MORPH 


—e narrowly banded 
gray tail with wide 
dark subterminal band 


| Wingspan 4658 inches | 


© black bill with 
yellow (CTT 
© white throat 


e wide chestnut 
hand on chest 


JUVENILE 


e pale buff to white bell 


DARK 
MORPH 


Similar Birds 


SHORT- TAILED HAWK 


Shorter, broader wings 


RUFOUS 
MORPH 


and tail; wings with 


pale barring only in 


flight feathers @ light 


morph has completely 


white underparts and 


white forehead 


¢ Florida range; casual 


to southeast Texas. 


RED-TAILED HAWK 


Lacks breast band; 


pale flight feathers; 


reddish tail. 


¢ CONSERVATION Recent 
heavy losses in South American 
wintering grounds due to birds 
eating insects that have been 
poisoned by insecticides. 


Alternates series of powerful deep wing 
beats with long glides. Soars on thermals, 
updrafts, wings bent upward in dihedral. 


Made of large sticks, twigs, brambles, grass, and similar materials ¢ lined with 
inner bark, fresh leaves, flower clusters, down, and feathers ® in tree 6—70 feet 


above ground ¢ 24 bluish greenish white eggs marked with pale brown; 


subelliptical to elliptical, 2.2 inches long. 


IATE 


TIME _ LOCATION 
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Family ACCIPITRIDAE ™ | Species Bizey albonotatus | *°"S" 1821 inches 


Wingspan 47_53 inches 


ZONE-TAILED HAWK 


L ising what is called “aggressive mimic! 
the Zone-tailed Hawk takes advantage 
similarity to the ‘lurkey Vulture, a bird most 
animals perceive as harmless. [his hawk 
resembles a lurkey Vulture in flight and 
appearance and even sometimes soars 

with them. This capable hunter glides 
slowly but plunges suddenly upon 


@ barred flight 


prey once It 1S spotted In f] oht feathers 


the wings are long, slender, and 


two-toned, and the banded tail 
is held partially spread. 
Juveniles have a grayish 
finely barred tail and white 
flecking on the breast. 

® SONG Squeaking, 


peevish whistle 


@ body matt 
bla ROW erall 


JUVENILE 
similar to that of 


Red-tailed Hawk. 


3 narTOw white or 
®@ orayish tail bands 


‘TURKEY VULTURE 


leatherless head; no 


tail bands; no barring in 


Fa flight feathers; grayish 


brown legs and feet: 


/ 


hricht yellow I vs @ does not vocalize. 


COMMON 


e BEHAVIOR Circles like a Turkey Vulture on wings held ina BLACK-HAWK 
Broader wings with 


dihedral. Eats small rodents < é IT including nestlings 
dihedral. | ats sm il] rodents ind small birds, including ne tlings, ducle Highs feadars: 
snatched with talons while in flight. Also takes lizards, frogs, shorter white-tipped 


and small fish. tail with single broad 
> Py 1 1: : 

® BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Screams and 

vigorously defends nest against intruders. 


e NESTING Incubation 


ae 35 days by bi sexes. Fed b 
Flight Pattern days by | oth ammarir Fed by 
both sexes. Semialtricial young 


white band. 


| f rie | leave nest in 35—40 days. 
Ad AA : 
a > +t f a = 7 Tor 
ts ® POPULATION Uncommon. 
> 

| ® CONSERVATION Decline 
lapping and gliding flight. Soars on : 
thermals with wings lifted slightly above In population may be due to 
back and ulting from side to side loss of nesting Sites. 


Nest Identification Made of large sticks ¢ lined with twigs bearing green leaves © in tree, usually 
cottonwood or pine, 25-100 feet above ground ® near stream ¢ 2 white or bluish 


| . . . e rate > 
= @ " ges dotted with lave ‘r and vellowish brown, sometimes concentrated on one 
Shape pg Location ak ». eggs dotted with lavender and yel S 

PO 


end 


) 


-.2 inches long 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat 2 2 ae ww 4% eee | Migration Migratory Weight 1_4 pounds 


DATE CC TIME _- LOCATION 
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Wingspan 4658 inches 


‘RED-TAILED HAWK 


‘This hawk is found in more habitats than any other North 
American buteo and, consequently, is the most common 
hawk on the continent. ‘This species has five races: 
a pale pink-tailed Great Plains race known 
as “Krider’s Red-tailed,” &/7der7; the 
eastern borealis, the southwestern 
fuertesi; the western, ca/urus; and 
the rare “Harlan’s Hawk” 
or harlani, once 
considered a 
separate species, 


© pale wing 


which ts very dark linings 
with a white- 

based tail. All pies 

adults show a dark ranges from pale 

brownish mantle in buf{-pink to deep © larg 


rufous-red hill with 


flight and dark brown Pay. callie vies 
bar on leading edge of whitish flight feathers © white bell 


with broad band 
of dark streaking 


ew ee ae ee with pale barring 
underwing. All juveniles 


have a dark brown tail with a 

black band. Because it perches low 

on woodland edges and along 

roadsides this is one of the most 
conspicuous and easily observed hawks. 


EASTERN ADULT 
BOREALIS 


Se 


a! 1 as | M 
e SONG Harsh descending slurred sececer-7-r. Also 
rasping hissing screamy, p-s-s-s, &ree-kree ree-e-e. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Across its vast range takes a wide ROUGH-LEGGED HAWK 


variety of prey Eats small to medium mammals, @ - 


Smaller bill and feet; 


eer 


: wars : : zs feathered legs; white 
reptiles, amphibians, grasshoppers, spiders, HARLAN’S galt PAE ON i 
: : rump; white tail with 


earthworms, crustaceans, some fish, and an multiple dark bands; 


F : ; ce 
, occasional small bird or bat.. Carries small prey to black belly (light 
perch; partially eats large prey on ground. sini ie 
~~ @ BREEDING Monogamous; may mate for life. PWAINGON 'S: ELAWK 
Be lneaiw neste a ; ’ Multiple tail bands; dark 
solitary nester. KRIDER’S flight feathers; pale 
¢ NESTING Incubation 28-35 days by both RED-TAILED wing linings; brown 


sexes; more by female. Semialtricial young stay in nest ener (eat aN a 


42—46 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Very 
common. Some decline due to 
habitat loss. 

© CONSERVATION Some 
eggshell thinning. Many still 
killed illegally, and some are 


Several rapid strong wing beats followed ; j 
by a glide. Soars well on thermals and accidentally killed by cars. 


sometimes hangs on updrafts. 


Sticks and twigs ® lined with inner bark strips, evergreen sprigs, and green 


leaves @ in crotch of large tree, on cliff ledge, or on artificial structure, as high as 
5 5 5 


120 feet above ground ¢ built by both sexes ® 2—3 white or bluish white eggs 


Shape pQ Location gy. bi a ip 


sometimes spotted brown, 2.4 inches long. 


Habitat OG Pts ae | Migration Mioratory Weight 2.3 pounds 


IATE - ‘ TMB. Ce LOCATION 


5 j ian 
plumage Sexes similar 
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Species Burey regalis Length 22_28 inches | Wingspan 56 inches 


FERRUGINOUS HAWK 


One of the largest and most powerful buteos, 


Family ACCIPITRIDAE 


= 


rufous-streaked e—— 


he ad 


this hawk is true to its Latin species name, 


meaning kingly or royal. Uhis bird has q 
light, dark, and reddish morphs; the » yellow cere 
light morph is the most common. reddish brown 
Dark morphs are dark rufous to Sppapaes a—— 
dark brown overall. In flight all 
three hold the long pointed 
wings in a dihedral, and show a 
white patch at base of 


primaries from above. ‘he 


white underparts 
with light reddish 
_e brown spotting 
light morph appears almost 
completely white from 
below except for the 
reddish legs, which form 
a rusty red V beneath 
the body. 
e SONG Alarm call of 
kree-a or kaah kaah. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Eats 
mainly ground 
squirrels; spots them 
from perch, flies high 
in air, and swoops — 
down to catch them. » pale tail with MORPH 
nd buff-gray tip 
Also hunts prairie dogs, ROUGH-LEGGED 
rabbits, small rodents, HAWK 
hates als on 588 : ae fee : > Dark morph has 
snakes, lizards, small to medium birds, and large insects. One of “ome 
. i" . banded tail with broad 
the few large hawks that hovers. Prefers open country, where it disk subterminal bond: 
often hunts from low perches on fence posts, utility poles, or no rusty leggings. 
small trees. ae “KRIDER’S” RED- 


4 


JUVENILE 
reddish 


——+e /eggings 


DARK 
MORPH 


LIGHT 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. s TAILED HAWK 
Ta AERTS . 24°22 j . ‘ Juvenile is shorter; 
¢ NESTING Incubation 31-33 days by both sexes, but female SOBA. more rounded wines: 


does more. Semialtricial young stay in nest 40-50 days; for first ~ dark subterminal tail 
21 days female stays on nest while male hunts, then both sexes band to tip; 

"sau : Sits ies unfeathered tarsus. 
hunt. First flight at 38-50 days. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon to fairly common. Rare to casual in 
migration or winter to states 
bordered by the Mississipp1 
River and occasionally Florida. 
© CONSERVATION 
‘Threatened and declining due 
Quarters back and forth close to ground; to illegal shooting and loss of 
habitat. Some are accidentally 
killed by cars. 


alternates several deep flaps with glides 


similar to Northern Harrier. Soars on 


thermals and hovers. 


Sticks and debris ® lined with finer materials, including cow dung ® usually on 
top of tree, 6-50 feet above ground; in treeless areas may build on cliffs or 

ground ® built by both sexes © 2-6 pale bluish white eggs blotched with pale to 
dark browns and buffs; between spherical and elliptical, 2.5 inches long. 


DATE : TIME LOCATION 
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Family ACCIPITRIDAE Species Burg lagopus Length 18-24 inches | Wingspan 48 56 inches 


ROUGH-LEGGED HAWK 


Named for the feathered shanks of its legs, 


whitish head e 


this big high-soaring hawk of the open LIGHT 
country often is seen perched on fence posts MORPH © small bill 


or dead trees. It flies low on long, thin pointed with yellow cere 


wings and is one of the few large hawks that 
regularly hovers. In flight the light morph’s long 
grayish white tail with a broad dark subterminal 
band and white tail coverts contrast sharply with 
its black belly and dark back. 


© whitish 
underparts 
with dark 
DTOWN 
streaking 
(heaviest on 
upper chest 
and belly) 


e SONG Usually silent in winter. Circling pairs 

in breeding season give melancholy whistle. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Eats mostly small rodents 

and large insects. Usually catches prey thine 

on ground. Often hunts from low perch feathered 

or by standing on ground on a mound or legs 

other elevation. When hunting in flight, 

flies low over open vegetation, 

quartering slowly back and forth, 

alternately flapping and gliding or 

hovering before plunging feet-first on poh d's i 
‘ ; rele dark marks 

prey. Irruptive flights when prey on tail 

populations crash bring many south 

in winter. 

¢ BREEDING 

Monogamous. Pairs have — blackish 

_ been recorded to remain = 7own 

>» together for many years. overall 

e NESTING 


small, dainty e 


Ve How feet 


LIGHT MORPH 
JUVENILE 


®@ Jong grayish white 
tail with broad dark 
subterminal band 


Similar Birds 


RED-TAILED HAWK 


Dark morph ts dark 


» sarely, white 
mottling on 
head and chest 


brown overall; rufous 
Incubation tail; shorter wings and 
| 28-31 days by barred dark tarls; smaller ‘pill. 
female. Young leave ps es F FERRUGINOUS HAWK 
’ with broad * = 
Best at about 41 davs yy ni Dark morph has whitish 
and spend 21-42 lo . sig : DARK carpal crescent on 
and spend 2 4 days = subterminal MORPH aideratna dase Liawii 


in Arctic after fledging and 
and before migrating 
south for winter. 


overall; brighter rufous 


FEMALE 


on lesser upperwing 


coverts and tail coverts 


¢ POPULATION Common in breeding range; uncommon to fairly 
common with erratic numbers 
on wintering grounds. 

© CONSERVATION 
Enormous numbers once were 
shot in western US because of 
tameness. In the West many 


Alternates powerful flaps with glides. : ; : ‘ ; 
killed while feeding on animal 


Hangs in wind and hovers over one spot; 
somewhat floppy wing beats at times. Carcasses on highways. 


Small twigs and plant material; 24-30 inches in diameter ® in river valleys, 


precipices, slopes in raised places ® uses nest for several years; each pair can 


have several nests and use them alternately ¢ 2—3 eggs when food 1s scarce; 


Shape pa Location ei 


5—7 eggs when food is abundant; blotched, white, or streaked with brown 


IATE _ ap 3h TIME Pea LOCATION 
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| Family ACCIPITRIDAE 


| SPECS Aguila chrysactos | Length 33 38 inches | Wingspan 6_8 feet 
— 


(GOLDEN EAGLE 


[Like most other birds of prey, the 


female Golden Eagle is considerably 
larger than the male. ‘his large 

dark eagle is fairly common in the ( 
West and rare to uncommon in ) 
the East. It has been clocked in a 

steep glide at 120 miles per hour and e 
is estimated to swoop on prey in dives 

at more than 150 miles per hour. 
Juveniles in flight display “ringtail” 


plumage (a broad white tail band with a 
terminal band of black) and a broad 
white patch at the base of the 

primaries. Large birds of prey require 
large territories, and home ranges for a 
pair of this species have been recorded 
as large as 60 square miles. 

e SONG Generally silent. Around nest 
makes yelping bark, seya, and whistled 
notes. During soaring courtship flight 
yelps or mews. 

e BEHAVIOR Favors rabbit, ground 
squirrel, marmot, grouse, and ptarmigan. 
Also eats large insects, other small 
mammals, carrion, and reptiles, 
including turtles. Has been known to 
attack full-grown deer, antelopes, and 
birds as large as Great Horned Owls and 
cranes. Returns to the same nest yearly or 
every other year. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous; may pair for life. Solitary nester. 


e NESTING Incubation 43-45 days by both sexes; female does 


more. Young stay in nest 66-70 days, dependent on parents for 
first 30 days. First flight at 65-70 days. Usually has 1 brood 
every 2 years. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon to rare in the East but fairly 
common in the West. A total of only 4,000—5,000 pairs were 


Flight Pattern | 


Nest Identification 


Shape 


estimated in 1964. Circumpolar. 
© CONSERVATION Protected 


| — by law. ‘Thousands once killed 
| f tf 7 by ranchers in efforts to protect 
Aah 5» Aad f : anene;n C prote 
| se livestock from potential 
SI P ‘ ‘ 
~ predation. Also killed in 
Meernates deep slow powerful wing beats collisions with aircraft. 
with glides or rides easily on thermals ).. : . 
Protected areas established. 


Sticks woven with brush and leaves @ lined with fine material ¢ located 
10-100 feet high in trees © 8-10 feet across and 3-4 feet deep © built by both 


l tion 2 y sexes @ 2 white or creamy buff eggs marked with brown or reddish brown, 
OCAallOln) 4 ~ 
hag ° ¥ 9 inches long 


/ aN / , 
@ /Uda//)\ olde 1 


feathers On CrOWN 


e@ fawny-golden 
feathers on nape 
and sides of neck 


—e dark brown 
overall 


_ 


JUVENILE 


Similar Birds 


BALD EAGLE 
Juvenile has larger 


head; shorter tail; 
mottled white patches 


on underparts make 
tail more blotchy; 

underwing pattern; 
bare tarsus. 


EEE 


age o . . j 
Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat A 


—— 


= — 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Migration Some migrate 


Weight 3/5 pounds 
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Species Cyrqcara plancus 25 inches | Wingspan 45_48 inches 


CRESTED CARACARA + oe 


and Crest 


Family ATL CONIDAE Length 2(¢)_ 


This large vulturelike raptor often 


walks on the ground on long legs creamy e_ =e 
in search of prey. Its black crown white sides “xs. 
of head iy 


: ; ; and neck fe © ed 10 yello% 
yellowish bare skin of the face ‘is a .\ Daeak cs an hie 
are distinctive. In flight its flat ) 
profile, broad wings, and fanned 
tail are ravenlike. Flying birds 
also show white patches at the 
wing tips, a white head and 
breast, and a white tail with a 
broad black terminal band. 

e SONG In breeding season 
makes loud wick-wick-wick- 
wick-querrr, throwing its head 
backward over its back on the 
last note. Harsh grating rattle. 
Usually silent. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Makes head- 
throwing display. Only member of 
Falconidae that actually collects 
materials and builds nest. Often 
scavenges with vultures, where it 
may dominate the carcass. Feeds 
on variety of animal material, 
from large insects, reptiles, 
mammals, birds, amphibians, 
and fish to carrion. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 
28-33 days by both sexes. 
Semiualtricial young stay in 
nest 30-60 days. Fed by both 
sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 


and short crest above the red to 


from nostril lo eye 


long neck @ 
® thick whitish bill 


e@ white breast 
with black bars 
not visible in 


flight 


2 bla 14 bod, 


JUVENILE 


—e Jong yellow legs and feet 


creamy white under 
tail coverts 


BLACK VULTURI 


Black head and beak; 


only creamy white on 


Wing tips 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common in Texas; rare to casual and 
local in Arizona; rare in Louisiana; fairly common and local in Florida. 


Has declined throughout range 
Flight Pattern 


Florida population stable; ‘Texas 


Strong steady deep wing beats; often 


population increasing and 
expanding; Arizona population 
stable. 

© CONSERVATION 


Considered threatened federally 


alternates series of wing beats with long to 


short glides. Sometimes soars on thermals and in Florida. 


q Nest Identification 


Shape pa @y Location hia a hy & 


Made of sticks, vines, and twigs @ lined with fine material ¢ 15-30 feet above 


ground in palmetto or giant cacti ® built by both sexes ¢ 1—4 white or pinkish 


white eggs marked with browns, rarely unmarked; ovate to broadly oval or 


subspherical, slightly pointed at one end; 2.3 inches long 


, 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat y Migration Nonmigratory Weight 2.1 pounds 


JATE - TIME LOCATION 
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Species fairy sinnunculus | ©°8 12-16 inches | Winéspan 27_30 inches 


EKURASIAN KESTREL 


Family FALCONIDAE 


eray head e 


Ihe Eurasian Kestrel can be differentiated | 
from the American Kestrel by its larger size oe 
F ‘ : i - 7 % 
and its single, rather than double, black ' @e. 
facial mark and wedge-shaped tail. Years je — [ea 
ago in France, this species was trained in single vertical e— \ 
dark factal stripe pe 


falconry to fly at bats. Accidental in 
winter on the northeast coast, Eurasian 


tai! a abe hk 
are eon at a Me 
2 ee —e russet back 
‘ vote eS with black 
Kestrels have been known to travel spotting 
across the Atlantic Ocean, either by 


flying or riding on a ship. ' 
cage = | TUSSEL WINGS @— 


@ SONG Creaking cackling shrill with black 
kee-kee-kee call. SPoming 


: bo MALE 
¢ BEHAVIOR Feeds primarily on large 


insects, small rodents, and small birds. Prefers 
open country where it perches on fence 
posts, utility poles, and wires while it 

watches for prey. Often hunts by hovering 

in one spot over grasses or thickets. 


variegated white wedge-shaped 
with brown head @ gray tail with 


white tip 


—@ single vertical 
dark facial stripe jad Rae 
subterminal band 


duller rusty- 
brown overall 
than male 


alternating black 
and chestnut tail 
bands 


AMERICAN KESTREL 
Male has chestnut cap; 
chestnut nape with 


FEMALE 


black splotch; chestnut 
=~ tail © female has less- | 
—_ _— variegated darker cap 
® BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. * both have 2 facial 
¢ NESTING Incubation 28-32 days primarily by female. Young che ie 
. Sik, Sane . ; 9 oe rounded tail; smaller. 
stay in nest 30-35 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 
> 1 1p . . : : , ‘ 
¢ POPULATION Accidental to casual, primarily in winter on the 
East Coast from the Maritimes 
to New Jersey and on the West 
Coast from islands in the Bering ' 
Sea to British Columbia. 
x ae eA 1° 
© CONSERVATION Single 
greatest cause of death is being 
Flies with rapid wing beats followed by shot by humans 
a glide. Soars on thermals and updrafts : 
} 
Little, if any, nest material © uses abandoned nesc of crow or magpie, split 
Ghz ; or cavity in tree, and ledges on cliffs or buildings © 15-75 feet above ground i 
‘ape od Pkt ee ¢ 3-6 cream to white eggs blotched heavily with browns and nest-stained, i 
1.5 inches long. . 


Location z, ha eg 


Plumage Sexes differ 


Habitat 2 ae Weight 6 6 ounces 


Migration Migratory 


DATE __ TIME_ LOCATION 
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Family FA L.CONIDAE | Leneth o_12 inches | Wingspan 20725 inches 


AMERICAN KESTREL oe ee 


‘The smallest most common North American falcon is pattern on head 
found all over the continent and north to the tree line 

in summer. It is sometimes called the Sparrow Hawk, 

a misnomer as the bird is neither a hawk nor 

does its diet include a significant amount of rufous back 
sparrows or other small birds. In flight it shows alt eee 
the typical long tail and long pointed wings of a 2 
falcon. A bird of the open country, it often Is 
seen perched on wires along roadsides. 

¢ SONG Alarm call a loud quick 4/ee-k/ee- 
klee or killy, killy, killy. 

¢ BEHAVIOR When perched bobs tail. 
Hunts rodents and insects from perch 

or hovers. Also eats bats, small birds, 
small reptiles, and frogs. Not 

dependent on drinking water in 


sae (ae ee 
np 


‘ 


ye 
4 4 ee ‘ Se 2 vertical dark 


fa tal lines 


spotted tawny- 
buff breast 


desert because it extracts water long Se 
from its diet slender ‘© blue-gray wings 

; pointed and wing coverts 
¢ BREEDING wings 


Monogamous. Solitary 
nester. During courtship herbal 
male brings food and barring 
feeds female in the air. 

© NESTING Incubation 

29-31 days by both sexes, 

mostly by female. 

Semualtricial young stay in 


2 vertical dark 
facial lines 


SHARP-SHINNED HAWK 
Blue-gray upperparts; 


nest 30-31 days, fed by 2, © \ = red-brown streaked and 
i streaked pale j i Ae barred underparts; 

female. Male calls female underparts ie ; square or notched barred 

from nest to feed. 1 brood tae tail; short rounded wings. 


per year, sometimes 2 in rufous tail MERLIN CO 


» the South. with brown Larger; variegated head; 
@ POPULATION Common. barring, lacks facial bars, blue- 
; black band. black tail and back; 
e BIRDHOUSES Readily nests and narro® heavily streaked 
in bird boxes built especially for white tip underparts ® male has 


blue-black wings. 


kestrels. Occasionally attracted to 
bird feeders to prey on birds. 


FEMALE 


¢ CONSERVATION Migratory 
counts suggest recent decline in 
the Northeast; other 
populations seem stable. 
Expanded establishment of nest 
boxes in some areas, especially 
along highways, seems to have 
encouraged recovery. 


Several rapid wing beats followed by a 
glide; often hovers on rapidly beating 
wings. Also soars on thermals. 


tentification ; - ; ; ; ; . 
A eee — Little, if any, nest material ® in old flicker tree holes, niches in walls, and holes 


I, 
Shape si ia Location a he under gables, 12-80 feet above ground ® 3—7 white to cream or pale pink eggs, 


heavily blotched with browns, sometimes unmarked; 1.4 inches long. 


od id 


JATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PatLCONIDAE 


MERLIN 


‘This medium-sized falcon of 
northern coniferous forests hunts 
the openings in parklike grasslands, 
bogs, and shrubby barrens. In flight 
it shows the distinctive falcon “iz” 
of long pointed wings and a long tail 
with a big-headed, powerful look, 
and it displays impressive bursts of 
speed when in pursuit of prey. 
Geographic variation in color exists, 
from pale prairie birds to dark Pacific 
Northwest forms. 

© SONG Kv-hi-kee, kek-kek-kek 
rapidly repeated. 

¢ BEHAVIOR A relatively tame 
bird, allowing close approach. 
Defensive of nest; often attacks 
intruders, including humans. 
The Merlin flies close to the 
ground and catches prey with 
bursts of speed while in 
pursuit, rather than by diving 
or hovering. It is a bird that 
often hunts from an open 
perch. Primary diet of small 
birds, mammals, and large 
insects. May frequent cities 

in winter. 

© BREEDING Monogamous. 
Solitary nester. 

e NESTING Incubation 
28-32 days mostly by 
female. Semialtricial 
young stay in nest 


more heavily 
streaked 
underparts e@ 


25-35 days. Fed by both 
sexes. | brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Uncommon. 


Flight Pattern 


Swift direct flight with rapid powerful 


wing beats 


Nest Identification 


Shape pg 1 &Y 
Location +} az 4, a 
on . Kae 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat. % 


DATE 


TIME 


Species fey /ry columbarius | +©°8 11-13 inches | WinesPan 23_726 inches 


Alta al base ol} Ail 


white chin ande 
throat with 


SICARINE 


KEMALE 


© CONSERVATION Some 
declines attributed to pesticides 
and heavy metals in food chain. 


Uses old tree nests of crows, magpies, and hawks, relined with bark and feathers 
© 15-35 feet above ground ¢ built by female ¢ 2-7 white eggs, some marked 


with reddish brown; short elliptical, 1.6 inches long 


CHO’ CHIATEEd @ 


© whitish buff 


head and nape 


© NATTOR 
black mustache 


—e blue-gray back 
and wings 


—e whitish buff 
underparts heavily 
streaked brown to black 


© yellow legs and feet 


MALE 


blue-black tail with gray 
barring and white tip 


brown 
@ Upperparts 


Similar Birds J 


@ AMERICAN KESTREL 
Smaller; bobs tail and 


hovers; barred rufous 
back and tail. 


PEREGRINE FALCON 
Larger; indistinct 
barring on tail; dark 
hood on head extends 


beneath eye like broad 
sideburn. 


> 


Migration Most migrate | Welet 5.7 ounces 


LOCATION 
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Family FALCONIDAE Species fgico subbuteo —_| “€P8N-12 inches Wingspan 3() inches 


El JRASIAN HOBBY DrOWN CTOWN 


and upperparts 


As its name indicates this is a Eurasian 
species, but strays occur in Alaska. 
Juveniles of this pigeon-sized falcon can 
be distinguished from the similar 
female or juvenile Merlin by the 

lighter underparts with heavier brown 
streaking, narrower tail banding, and 
well-defined broad blackish 

postocular stripe and mustache. 
Sometimes resembling a giant 

swift because of its short tail and 
scythelike wings, the Eurasian 

Hobby is a graceful and powerful 

flier that often preys on flocks of 
swallows and swifts, even 

following them in migration. 

Adults are distinguished from 

other falcons by their “red 

pants,” rufous undertail 

coverts, and black postocular 

stripe and mustache; 

upperparts are dark slate gray, 

cheeks are white, and the 

breast and belly are white with 

dark gray elongated streaks. 

¢ SONG Loud k/ee-4lee-klee. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Eats starlings, 

thrushes, swallows, and other 

birds. Catches prey in flight and 

kills it by using its notched beak 

to sever the spinal column. Also 

eats large insects. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Mates are very devoted, but if 
mate dies, survivor may take new mate and bring it to nest site 
within 36—40 hours. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 28-31 days primarily by female. Fed aS WANE OVS: 
by both sexes. Young leave nest 28-34 days after hatching. 

1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Casual in the 
Aleutians and the Pribilofs 
Islands in Alaska. 

© CONSERVATION All 
falcons are legally protected and 
wing beats alternated with a glide. may not be kept in captivity 
Soars on thermals and updrafts. without a permit. 


© vcherous buff face 
with hold dark 


stripe and mustache 


© heavy brown 
streaking on breast, 


sides, flanks, and belly 


JUVENILE 


@ acherous buff 
underparts 


finely barred BREEDING 
—#* short tail ADULT 


PEREGRINE FALCON 
Much larger; lacks eye 
stripe; also has 


helmeted appearance; 


lacks reddish leggings 


a iO ie YD ; f 
Flight Pattern 


tb 


a a on Wo 


Graceful powerful flight with rapid 


a 
NJ Fy (YS e 1y 
Nest Identification — 
. = a 
Uses nests of crows and other raptors @ in trees * 5—5 light yellow-brown eggs 


with thick reddish-brownish spots, 1.65 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat o@ @ Migration Migratory Weight 7.2 ounces 


JATE TIME z= LOCATION 
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| Family FALCONIDAE Species fy/cg femoralis 


Length 15-18 inches | Wingspan 40_48 inches 


APLOMADO FALCON eyebrow stripe 
extends around back 
of head, chin, 


his raptor is similar in size to the black crown @ 
B © shroat, and breast 


Prairie Falcon. ‘Phe Aplomado Falcon 


formerly ranged into the southern 
US along the Mexican border from 


black posto ular e— 
S71 pe 


—e white face 
‘Texas to Arizona, and was fairly 
e enlarged yellow 


black Nape & : 
area at base of bill 


common tn open desert and 
grasslands in the summer prior to 
the 1880s. By the early part of 
the 20th century it had all but 
disappeared. Continuing casual 


blue-gray e © black mustache 


upperparts 


records probably represent 
birds from the population that 
still can be found near 
Chihuahua, Mexico. In flight 
this falcon shows dark 
underwings and cinnamon- 
orange thigh “britches” and 
undertail coverts. 

¢ SONG Shricking seeh-keeh- 
kech and an abrasive single- 
note keeh or kith. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Found in 
open grasslands, savanna, 
and marshy habitats, where it 
often hunts from a perch ona 


—_—e yellow legs and feet 


JUVENILE 


Similar Birds 7 =i 


pole, short tree, or shrub. 


PRAIRIE FALCON 
Brown upperparts; 


Often lands on the ground. 


Hovers. Feeds primarily on 


long narrowly 
barred dark 
gray tail 


streaked whitish 
underparts; in flight 
shows pale underwings 


large insects and small birds, 
both of which it often catches in 
flight. Sometimes this raptor will 


with black axillaries and 


work grassfires, catching prey that dark bar on wing lining. 


AMERICAN KESTRELG 
Much smaller; barred 


is driven from its grassland cover 

by the flames. 

© BREEDING Monogamous. 

¢ NESTING Possibly 1 brood per year. 

® POPULATION Casual to rare. Essentially extirpated from US 
range and declining tn the 
northern part of Mexico. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
endangered subspecies. 
Restoration being attempted in 
southeast ‘lexas, where 
introduced birds are 
successfully breeding. 


reddish brown back and 
tail; lacks black on belly 
and sides. 


Flight Pattern 
¥ 


¢ 


| least swift direct flight with deep wing 
} 
| 


beats. Also hove ms 


Nest Identification 
Uses nests of other birds © 7-25 feet above ground in yucca tree ¢ 3-4 white to 


pink-white eggs, spotted or blotched with browns, 1.8 inches long. 


Migration N onmigratory 


DATE _TIME_ LOCATION 


| Shape pg <= Location Be bil + 


| 


r PT sae 
| Plumage Sexes similar Weight g 2 ounces 


| Ee 
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amily AL CONIDAE Species fry /eg rusticolus Length 20925 inches | Wingspan 4 


8—64 inches 


GYRFALCON 

In the ancient sport of falconry Gyrfalcons were traditionally 
reserved for the king. ‘Today it is the mascot for the United 
States Air Force Academy. ‘The largest of all falcons, the 
Gyrfalcon makes Arctic seashores, rivers, and islands tts 
home. A heavy, powerfully built falcon with a long 

tapered tail and broad wings, it has three color morphs: 
gray, dark sooty brown, and a white morph that has no 

face or tail patterns. Upperparts range from white to 

dark brownish gray. Intermediates occur, and adults of 

all morphs have a bright yellow cere, legs, feet, and 


slightly blunted e 
thick-based @ings 


eye ring. 
¢ SONG Alarm call is deep harsh Ayaik-Ayaik-hyatk, 
kack-kack-kack, or kyek-kyek-kyek. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Eats mostly yellow eye 
birds such as ptarmigans, ring 
grouse, gulls, alcids, gulls, 
jaegers, ducks, and some — ye//ow e__ 
small birds. ‘The larger a 
female takes Arctic ground 
squirrels, and both sexes 
take lemmings 

and weasels. 


@ whitish 
underparts with 
heavy to light 
mottling 


GRAY MORPH 


yellow legs and feet 
PEREGRINE FALCON 


Smaller; helmeted 


appearance with 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 28-36 days, mostly by female. 
Semualtricial young stay in nest 46-56 days, fed by both sexes. 
1 brood per year. 


mustache; more pointed 
wings; shorter tail. 


¢ POPULATION Rare over 
entire range. Some winters 
bring birds as far south as 
eentral US. 

© CONSERVATION 

; Protected by law and may not 
Slow powerful steady wing beats, 4 ie 
often alternating with swift glides; be kept without a permit. 


may soar on thermals. 


i, Nest Identification 


Sometimes uses old cliff and tree nests of Rough-legged Hawk or raven ® on tall 


cliffs or ledge with protective overhang ® 3-8 pale yellow, white, or buff eggs 


finely spotted with dark red; short elliptical, 2.3 inches long. 


Shape -o¢- Location e 
’ 


‘ 


Habitat sere Sem ets Se = | Migration Nonmigratory | Wel8t 2.6 pounds 


MATE ee EIS LOCATION 


) > P 
lumage Sexes similar 
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Family F.4LCONIDAE Species fulry peregrinus Length 16-20 inches | “/M&sPan 43_46 inches 


PEREGRINE FALCON fleshy yellow 


eye TING / rc 


Alack head from crown to 


. : : below eye with “sideburns” 
fastest birds in the world, reaching ee ae ee , 
: IVES helmeted look e— 


A yereerine In a stoop is one of the 
go 


speeds of 175 mph or more. 
e SONG Usua 
breeding grounds makes loud upperparts » 
witthen, witthes, witches. When | 


_* slate-blue 
Lill with 
dark tip 


ly silent. On cheapness 


disturbed gives loud repeated cack, 
cack, cack, cack. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Prefers open areas 


with good vantage points on 


@ white to 
buff chin 


\ 
@ pal hh 


which to perch, often near behind ear 


water. Feeds almost exclusively 


on birds it takes in the air after JUVENILE 


a steep swift dive from above | . 
© white underparts with dark 
brown to black barring 
(except throat and chin) 


them. Wanders widely after 
nesting season, following 
prey south as far as 
southern South 

America. Faithful to 
nesting sites and 


yellow legs Similar Birds 


and feet P MERLING 


= } 
Smaller; heavily streaked 


aeries, some of underparts; pale face 
with narrow mustache 


which have been 
mark. 


used by 
generations of GYRFALCON 
= ; : Much larger; more 
peresrines for uniform and paler 
centuries. coloration; pale head with | 3 
Lives on thin mustache mark. 


buildings m PRAIRIE FALCON 
large Cleres. Paler overall; light brown 
e¢ BREEDING 
\ ae hi underparts streaked with 
NIONOLZAMOUS. Solitary nester. ° orgs toring ue tail / heavy brown spots; 

TOOTINIG . » 2 WIA AUSKY DAITING AN6 
e NESTING Incubation 28-32 days ° 


; mie white terminal tip 
mostly by female. Semialtricial young 


upperparts; whitish 


whitish face and 
supercilium; dark brown 
. postocular stripe; thin 
stay In Nest Jo ~A2 ¢ ays. Fed DY DOTHAN Sexes. mustache; brown barred 


1 brood per year. tail; black axillars and 
) - — a inner wing linings. 
© POPULATION Common to fairly common on 


tundra; fairly common in migration; uncommon to rare as breeding 


Flight Pattern 7 


bird in US. Increasing since 
continental lows suffered in 
1960s and 1970s. 

® CONSERVATION Federally 
listed as threatened. Regulation 
of DDT along with captive 
breeding and release program 


Direct flight with rapid wing beats like 


a prgcon 


have sparked comeback. 


\lade of debris on ledge ¢ lined with grass © mostly on cliffs in southern US; also 


in hollows of old trees or open tops of cypress, sycamore, or cottonwood, 


$2. Abandoned 


Location rs & a 


ng 


Shape -ee Nests 


50-90 feet above ground @ rarely uses old tree nest or cavity ¢ built by female 


¢ 2-6 cream or buff eggs, heavily marked with brown and red, 2.1 inches long. 


| Plumage ae en | Habitat a. Migration Some migrate | “e'8ht 1.3 pounds 


DATE TIME — LOCATION 
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MilY FALCONIDAE 


PRAIRIE FALCON 


Found on open prairies and grasslands 
with suitable cliffs, bluffs, and 
outcroppings for nesting sites, this 
bird’s dusty sandy browns blend with 
the landscape. It is paler overall than 
the similar-sized Peregrine Falcon, 
whose range it overlaps in the 

West. In flight the “armpits” are 
blackish on axillaries and inner 

wing linings. Juveniles are darker 
above than adults and more 
heavily streaked below. 

¢ SONG Mostly silent. 
Common alarm or territorial 
cackling call is shrill yelping 
kik-kik-kik or kek-kek-Kek. 

e BEHAVIOR 
Ledge display and 
spectacular 
aerial displays 
in courtship. 
Often perches 
on rocks, 
ledges, posts, 
or utility 
poles while scanning for prey. Overtakes birds in 
flight with rapid bursts of speed or in a dive from 
above. Eats primarily small birds, small mammals, 
and large insects. Nests in mountains as high as 
10,000 feet and descends in winter to foothills 
and prairies. 

@ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 29-33 days, mostly by female. 
Semialtricial young stay in nest 31-42 days. Fed by both sexes. 
1 brood per year. 


dark postocular stripe e 


thin dark e_ 
mustache 


light brown 
upperparts edged 


with buff 


“a 


long dark 
brown tail with 
sandy bars 


JUVENILE 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon to fairly common. Declining in 
Utah, western Canada, and agricultural California. 
© CONSERVATION ‘The 


Oe , : ; human encroachment. 
Swift flight with rapid wing beats. 


Sometimes alternates several rapid wing 
beats with glide. 


Prairie Falcon has experienced 
some population declines which 
are for the most part attributed 
to disturbances from increasing 


white eyehrow = 


° yellow CeTe al 


base of bill 
? ‘’e yellow bill with 


W Alue-gray lip 


‘e white throat, 
chin, and face 


Se whitish 
underparts with 
heavy brown Spots 


_® yellow legs and feet 


PEREGRINE FALCON 
Adults slate-blue 
upperparts; darker 
head, helmeted 
appearance; in flight 
lacks black wing pits. 


MERLIN oO 
Smaller ¢ male has 
blue-gray back; more 


heavily streaked 
underparts; more 
contrasting barring in 
tail; lacks black in 
wing pits. 


On cliff ledge, occasionally in rock crevice * abandoned nests ® always facing 


open habitat ¢ 4—5 white eggs, heavily marked with brown and purple; short 


Shape -» pa Location z 
’ 


elliptical and subelliptical, 2.1 inches long. 


Habitat 


NABE Sexes similar a 


ATE TIME_ LOCATION 


Migration Nonmigratory | Weight 1.2 pounds 
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Family PHASIANIDAE Species 4 feryris chukar Length 14 inches Wingspan 2()_23 inches 


CHUKAR 


[his bird was first introduced from Eurasia into the 


western United States and southwestern Canada as a 


game bird in the 1930s. Males are slightly larger 
than females and carry a small spur on each leg, 


but are otherwise similar. Adults show bold 
sandy gray-brown 


e upperparts 


blackish brown flank and side bars. 
reddish 
bill 


Juveniles lack flank barring and are scaly 
on the sides with mottling and spots on \ 
the upperparts. * 
e SONG Series of loud rapid chuck 
chuck chuck chuck notes that 

inspired its name; also a shrill 


Se buffy throat 
and face 


Ss bold black 
/ine around 
Jace and 
throat 


whifoo alarm note. 
° BEHAVIOR Spends 
most of breeding season 
on the ground in 
pairs; in flocks or 
coveys of 6-40 


© huffy underparts 


chestnut 
outer tail 
he athens 


birds the rest of the year. Roosts on the ground, 


sometimes sleeping ina “wagon-wheel” reddish ter 
configuration similar to the bobwhite. Usually and legs 


escapes danger by running. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. A few males reported , GRAY PARTRIDGE 

to be polygamous. Rusty face and throat; 
gt : : ; ~~ chestnut bars on flanks; 

@ NESTING Incubation 22—24 days by female. Precocial 

young; first flight at about 14 days. 1 brood per year. : splotch on belly; rusty 

tail; yellow-brown feet 


U-shaped chestnut 


¢ POPULATION Common, but can vary dramatically from 


5 : : : and legs; pale bill. 
year to year. Winters with heavy prolonged snow covering food 


can cause major drops in local populations. 


¢ FEEDERS May feed on 
Flight Pattern -— 


small grain seeds on ground; 
5 a 


Direct fight with rapid deep wing beats. 


more commonly attracted to 
permanent sources of water such 


as farm ponds and cattle tanks. 
® CONSERVATION Managed as 
a game species where population 


is established. 


Nest Identification 


Shallow scrape * lined with dried grasses or feathers © on ground sheltered by 


shrub, grassy tussock, or small boulder © built by female ¢ 10-20 yellow-white 


Shape -ee- Location mmm ££ testiass eggs spotted or speckled with brown, 1.7 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat gasemes $f @ otau | Migration ateicudinal movements | Weiéht 1.4 pounds! 


DATE TIME __ LOCATION 
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Family PHASIANIDAE Species Terrgogallus himalayensis \*°°8'Y 28 inches Wingspan 34_38 inches 


HIMALAYAN SNOWCOCK 


This sturdily built Asian ground dweller 

can be seen in North America only in 

the Ruby Mountains of northeastern 

Nevada, where it has been successfully 

introduced in the alpine and subalpine 

regions. ‘he Himalayan Snowcock 

has an unusual pattern of feeding: it 

flies down the mountain each 

morning and walks back up the 

hill, eating along the way. It can 

be recognized by its whitish face 

and throat with chestnut stripes, 

and the distinctive brown 

streaky collar around its neck. 

It does not take flight very 

often; when it does the 

overall brownish body of 

this bird is set off by the 

contrast of the white face 

and foreneck and the white 
f undertail 

undertail coverts. ainen 

© SONG Gives a melodic 

whistle or cry of gu/-gu/-gul. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Forages for and eats 

parts of grassy and shrubby plants, bulbs of 

various kinds, flowers, an assortment of insects, thin branchlets, 

and seeds. It is an extremely wary species. It exhibits the rather 


© whitish face and 
throat outlined with 
chestnut sir ipes 


@ brown collar 


SITE. Ng 0 
tan streaking on Deanne werk 


upperparts 


gray-brown overall 


BLUE GROUSE 


unusual behavior of foraging for food on the ground, usually in Niele hhas:sboty cons 
small flocks of birds, moving along the slopes of the mountains plumage; orange-yellow 


combs above eye; 


where it lives at a slow and steady pace. Rarely does the 


F ° F ‘ whitish undertail 
Himalayan Snowcock run; even when disturbed or pushed, it 


coverts; dark gray- 


_ will determinedly walk away and, upon reaching a bluff or tipped tail ¢ female has 
outcropping, launch itself into flight. When birds fly downslope ql mottled brown 
: ise ; ; :  * upperparts and 
to forage every morning they start by leaping, flapping into the Wares Meongerer 
air, then gliding down the slope, keeping quite close to the , AP! belly; dark aol seus 
ground on set and seldom-flapping wings. - gray Ups. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


¢ NESTING Incubation by 
female. The young of this bird 
are precocial and tended by the 
female. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION The 
Himalayan Snowcock has been 
ee ilcatowaslipe, seldom flapping introduced into North America 
its wings. and is a rare species. 


Flies with rapid wing beats followed by 


1 


Lined with grass, twigs, and feathers ® on ground, under overhanging rock, in 


yine tree, or in niche of cliff © 7—11 brownish gray or grayish ocher eggs with 
=) » me 


small and large brown spots. 


Shape -o¢- LOCATION mmm Rip ie 
’ 


Plumage Sexes similar Habitat A Migration Nonmigratory Weight 5.4 pounds 


4) _ TIME _ LOCATION 
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Family PHASIANIDAE Species Por/ix perdix Length 12 inches Wingspan 18_22 inches 


GRAY PARTRIDGE ‘ 


Originally a native of Eurasia, this rotund gray-and-brown 


partridge was introduced into North America in the early rusty face 

; Z and throat e 

1900s and is now a widely established game bird. \ 
grayish brown 


When this ground dweller takes off, its wings make overalls 


a whirring sound, and the mottled brown back 
and rufous-chestnut outer tail feathers are 
visible. ‘Phe white bill in the rusty face ts 
framed by vermiculated gray underparts. 
kemales may lack a chestnut patch 
on the belly, when present it 1s 
smaller than tin the male. 4 
¢ SONG Low grating £¢ee-ah 

or keep-keep or keee-UCK. When 
alarmed or excited, 4uta-kut-kut-kut. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Eats seeds of grains, weeds, 
and grasses, as well as insects, including 


reddish 
brown—barred 


flanks 


dark chestnut 
grasshoppers and beetles. Water patch on belly 
source is dew. Requires grit to assist 
gizzard in grinding food; often finds 
this grit in gravel roads, where 


birds may be seen outside the grayish brown 
: overall 


MALE 


dense cover they prefer. 


rusty ouler 
tail feathers @ 


Similar Birds i 


CHUKAR 
Larger; reddish bill and 
ee eo ee sce . legs; sandy or gray- 

airs and family groups in summer, brown upperparts; | 


coveys of 15-20 birds in winter. Prefers to walk rather than fly. white-buff cheeks; 


paler than male 


FEMALE 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. prominent black line 
7 ; extends across forehead 
e NESTING Incubation 21—26 days mostly by female. through eyes; dark bars 


Precocial young led from nest by both sexes after hatching; on sides and flanks 
® western range. 


tended 13-15 days until first flight. 1 brood per year. 


® POPULATION Introduced and established. Common but 
declining in part of range. 
Flight Pattern - 


® CONSERVATION Managed 


for legal harvesting during 
Flies with rapid saff wing beats followed 


hunting seasons. Many killed by 
mowing of fields and in 
collisions with utility wires, 
fences, and automobiles. 


by a glide. 


Nest Identification 


Shape -~se- Location yyy 
1.4 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat yo a Migration N onmigratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Lined with weed stems, dead grasses, and a fine inner layer of soft leaves, 
grasses, and feathers ¢ in wild grass, hayfield, or grain field, within 24-50 feet of 
field edge or along fencerows or roadsides ® built by female while male stands 


ground @ 5-20 olive or white eggs: subelliptical to short oval or short pyriform, 


Weight 14 ounces 
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Family PHASIANIDAE Species Phasianus colchicus Length 2136 inches | Wingspan 32 inches 


RING-NECKED PHEASANT 
First introduced as a game bird in California in 1857 
and then in larger numbers elsewhere, the Asian Ring- 


necked Pheasant is one of the most widely distributed vad hace a 
and most popular birds among hunters; thousands are wartles 
harvested annually. ‘he male has distinctive mottled P 
; : 1077 

brown plumage; a long, pointed tail; fleshy red eye ai 

7 , rounded 
patches; and a head that ranges in color from a glossy wings 
dark green to a purple hue. 


© “ridescent 
Car tufts 


e@ iridescent 


DON 
¢ SONG When alarmed utters hoarse croaking notes. overall 
Male makes loud piercing double squawk sok-cack. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious, forming flocks i deateed 
(sometimes large) in autumn and maintaining body 
them into spring. Runs swiftly with tail cocked. 

Strong flight, rising off ground at steep 


angle with loud whirring takeoff. 


© brown, black, 
and green 
mottling 


‘e /ong 
pointed tail 


In spring eats mostly plant-based diet, including 
grains, weed seeds, acorns, pine seeds, and wild 
berries. Also eats variety of insects and occasionally 
takes mice and snails. Roosts on ground or in trees. 
Adults often have short life span (males average 
10 months; females average 20 months). Many 
young do not live beyond autumn. 

¢ BREEDING Polygamous. Loosely colonial. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 23-25 days by 
female. Precocial young can fly short 
distances at 7 days. ‘Tended by 

* female 35-42 days but feed 

themselves. 1 brood per year. 


MALE 


FEMALE 


——e mottled buff-brown overall 


SHARP-TAILED 
GROUSE 
Similar to female but 


long 


3 ' smaller body; shorter, 
pointed tail 


é pointed tail with 
¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common. Some eastern white sides; barred 


populations decreasing. WnnLiSns Ute pAres, 
feathered tarsus 


¢ FEEDERS Drawn to feeders with corn or small grains 
scattered on ground. 


ae : © CONSERVATION Managed 
Plight Pattern as game bird in North America. 


Some populations may not be 
self-sustaining, but occasional 
releases from captivity help 

Swift direct flight with shallow rapid wing maintain population. Never 


5b 


beats. Often alternates several quick wing successfully established in the 
strokes with short glides. South despite many attempts. 


Lined with grass and weeds ® usually on ground in shallow natural depression 


or one made by female ® in grasses, hedgerows, grain fields, and brushy ditches 


® built by female * 5—23 but usually 10-12 (large clutches occur when 2 hens 


Shape -»¢- lay in same nest) dark green-buff or rich brown-olive eggs; oval to short oval, 


Location ek 


1.6 x 1.3 inches. 


Habitat @ ys Mm. Migration Nionmigratory | Welé6t 2.9 pounds 


DATE ___ _ TIME LOCATION 


; i 
Plumage Sexes differ 
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Family pr ASTANIDAE Species Byyasa umbellus Length 17 inches Wingspan 22_25 inches 


RUFFED GROUSE = ; 


@ small crest 


Both the male and female Ruffed 


Grouse are dramatic, not only in black ruffs on sides of neck are 


inconspicuous until bird raises 
@ them in display 


appearance but in action. In spring 
the drumming of the male can be 
heard from half a mile away. ‘The 


: brown or eray , 
sound 18 so low-pitched that one gine ae - multibanded 
upperparts with heavy rusty-red or gray 


might feel as if it is coming from © white spotting tail with wide 
dark subterminal 
band and 


whitish tip 


within, and it can take a 
moment to realize that tts 
source 1s a distant bird. ‘The 
female is Known for its 
crippled-bird act that 
distracts intruders from the 
nest. This grouse has two 
morphs: ‘he gray morph 1s Bret abe 


more W idespread, while the eray-barred GRAY 
© JIN: 


red morph ts plentiful only underparts MORPH 


in the Appalachians and 

Pacific Northwest. 

© SONG Short gui/-quit noises 
when alarmed. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Eats insects, berries, 
fruits, nuts, seeds of weeds and trees, tree SPRUCE GROUSE 
leaf buds, and small reptiles and amphibians. NEw) Cassone Caen 


Makes short flights. 
® BREEDING Promiscuous. Solitary nester. Male 


on tail tip ® male has 
red eye comb; sharply 
' defined black breast 


with white spots or bars 


exhibits display called drumming; he raises his RED . : 
wf : oe i : on sides @ female is 
‘TeS 5 ‘ ‘ = ‘ » ‘ ‘ ake a “rT 7 > ‘ 
crest, ruffs, and fan shaped tail and makes whirring MORPH dark rusty or grayish 
sounds by compressing air between his body and brown with white 


rapidly beating wings. ‘Uhis is done to claim territory spotting and black 
and attract females. Normally shy and retiring but can be 


aggressive and has been known to run at humans tn Its territory. 


barring on underparts. 


BLUE GROUSE 

Dark tail with gray 

¢ NESTING Incubation 21-28 days by female. Precocial young terminal band; mottled 
leave nest within hours of hatching and in 10-12 days roost in 2 gray underparts ¢ male 
has yellow-orange eye 


trees with tending female. Young independent about 84 days 
. COMDS. 


after fledging. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common. Local populations fluctuate, with 
irruptive dispersals into areas 


| Flight Pattern as | that are not normally occupied 
1 _ by grouse. 


een ee +/|° CONSERVATION Managed 
as a game bird over much of its 


range; more killed annually than 
Strong rapid flight with rapid wing beats. any other STOUSE SPCCcles 
(3.5-3.7 million). 


Nest Identification lined with small sticks, pine needles, leaves, and feathers ¢ usually near 


tree trunk or sheltered by shrub, log, boulder, or tree stump ® built by 


p female ¢ 8 rt op ‘times lightly spotted with browns, 
Shape se Location 45. emale 14 buff eggs, sometimes lightly sy 


1.5 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat egg Migration \/onmigratory 


L 


DATE : TIME - _ LOCATION =| 
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| Length 21_30 inches 


e long sfi}} 
spikelike tail 
feather § yellow eve 


Family PHASIANIDAE Wingspan 28-38 inches 


GREATER SAGE-GROUSE 
‘This plump chickenlike bird is the largest 
of the North American grouse. It also 
has one of the most spectacular 
mating displays of all grouse. 
The male struts; rapidly 
inflates and deflates the air 
sacs of its breast, producing 
loud, far-carrying, 
bubbling, popping 
sounds; and spreads its 
pointed tail feathers. 
‘The much smaller 
female appears similar 
to the male but lacks 
eye combs, white ruff 
feathers on the breast, 
and the black bib on 
the throat. 


e SONG Flushing note, 
kuk kuk kuk. In courtship 
display male makes 
bubbling, popping sound 
with air sacs. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Eats soft 
evergreen leaves, shoots of 
plain sagebrush, blossoms, 
leaves, pods, buds, and 
insects. Prefers to walk but @4/e 
when flushed rises rapidly in slat 
flight; usually doesn’t fly far. 

¢ BREEDING 

Promiscuous. Social. Males 

display together at traditional 
communal dancing areas called an 
leks. Females attracted to the . 
leks mate with only 1 or 2 males. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 25-27 days by female. Precocial young 
stay with female. First flight at 
7—14 days. 

¢ POPULATION Seems to 
have disappeared over much of 
range because of land clearing 
and overgrazing. 
from side to side), then alternates series of ¢ CONSERVATION Managed 
rapid flaps with glides. as a game bird. 


comb ? 


® blac b 
throat 
and bib 


MALE 


mottled gray- © 
brown overall © white 


breast ruff 


SHARP-TAILED GROUSE 


Smaller; narrow pointed 


FEMALE 


tail; white belly and 


undertail coverts; scaled 


spotted pale underparts. 


GUNNISON 
SAGE-GROUSI 


Paler tail with more 


white barring ® male has 


more prominent crown 


plumes. 


Ss See eS ae 


Rises with rapid wing beats (female slips 


es rat Sr 
Identification 


Lined with grass and sage leaves ® concealed under sagebrush © built by female 


¢ 6-9 pale green eggs evenly marked with brown spots and dots; short elliptical 


Shape -¢- Location uj 


to oval, 2.2 inches long. 
tluma 


FIGS ide Migration \/onmigratory Weight 7 () pounds 


VATE ___ _ TIME LOCATION 


B© Sexes differ 
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Species Cuyprycercus minimus | “©°8M 19_22 inches 


(GUNNISON SAGE-GROUSE 


Not recognized as a species until the 1990s, this grouse was formally 


Wingspan 25_34 inches 


split from the larger Greater Sage-Grouse in 2000. It 1s separated by 
long, stiff spiked 


rangc, voice, breeding display, and on a genctic basis as a distinct 
tail feathers e 


species. It is found locally in southeastern Utah and principally in 


the Gunnison Basin of southw estern Colorado, but a | | 

populations have declined and some have in tail @ fj 

been extirpated from their former range long filoplumes A 

in northeast Arizona, northern New yellow eye on neck @ 

RAnsaiten Theat), Uicihenouhes. ciel chi combs e@ | mottled gray- fe / 
exico, Utah, Golorado, and the | e brown overall f 

Kansas-Oklahoma border. ltig: Keay 


Females are smaller than 
males and have a mottled 
black face, Chin, € 


brown body, pale lores, nauk cad bee 


white eye ring, and thin 


postocular stripe; the 
whitish chin and throat 


are connected to a white 
white ruff on e—— = 


bar crossing the car siiett ian one 
patch. Females also have 
a black belly, and the long 
pointed tail, which ts paler 
3 black belly e 
than the rump, is barred 
with dark and light brown. 
Juveniles resemble females. 
© SONG Low clucking notes; alarm 
call is rapid sack-a-tuck. Lek display includes series of sounds followed by 3 quick 
loud pops as air is forced out of inflated air sacs, followed by 6 more pops. 
® BEHAVIOR Solitary or in small groups except during mating 
season, When males display in leks. Eats sagebrush leaves, buds, 
GREATER 
SAGE-GROUSE 


Larger but less 


blossoms, and seeds; some insects during brood rearing. 
‘Lerrestrial; spends most of time on ground in vegetation. 


Usually runs from danger. Seldom found away from sagebrush. pronounced filoplumes 


© BREEDING Promiscuous; social displays at leks. Filoplumes on nape and neck; more 


_ ; : ; a ae ; brown in tail; less white 
erected on neck in courtship display. Solitary nester. 


in tail feathers with 


¢ NESTING Incubation 22-27 days by female. Precocial young irregularly mottled 
pattern. 


tended by female. First flight atc 8-14 days. 1 brood per year. 


> 1 nh 7 7 . ‘ 
¢ POPULATION Locally common to fairly common. Endemic 


to sagebrush communities. 
Flight Pattern 7 


® CONSERVATION Managed 


as game bird before recognized 


as a species. Current attempts 
are to stabilize populations and 


halt decline due to overgrazing, 


When flushed rises direetly on rapid wing ; 
development, and overhunting. 


beats; then alternates series of quick beats 


with glides. Usually does not fly far 


Nest Identification 


Lined (often poorly) with grass, sedge leaves; concealed beneath sagebrush or in 
erasses; built by female; 5-9 pale green to brownish eggs marked uniformly with 


Shape -ee Location mmm ines brown spots and small dots; short elliptical to oval, 2.0 inches long. 


foe Sexes differ | Habitat ,> 


DATE _ TIME _ LOCATION 
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Family PHASIANIDAE Species fa /cipennis canadensis Length 16 inches Wingspan 23 inches | 


aN ~ ~ 
> >t Py ( ‘ 
SPRUCE GROUSE 
Also known as the Black Grouse, 
this bird is mainly a tree dweller. 
Sometimes called a fool hen a a 
because it seems fearless of throat. and 


ecrnson comb 
Of bare skin 


abo @ yes 


@ & hite SPors 
along sides of 
neck and breast 


man, it is an easy target for foreneck 
Alackish tail 
with chestnut 


e ferminal band 


hunters. Franklin’s Grouse, 

a subspecies in the northern 
Rockies and Cascades, lacks 
the chestnut band on the tail 
tip, and the uppertail coverts 
have white tips. In all other 
forms the tail has a dark tip 
and chestnut band. When 
flying over his territory, the 
male Franklin’s Grouse makes 
a “wind cracking” sound with 
his wings to mark his claim. 

¢ SONG Usually silent. decks wed 
Males make low hooting 
sounds. Makes clucking 
noise around intruders. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Arboreal. 
‘Tame. Eats buds and 
needles of conifers, 
seeds of weeds and 
grasses, berries, 
mushrooms, fern 

fronds, some insects. 
Forages along dark barring & 
wooded roadsides. gyd white 


¢ BREEDING _ $/o#ting on 
underparts 
Promiscuous. 
Solitary nester. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 
17-24 days by female. Precocial 
young abandon nest upon hatching 
and can take short weak flights at 7-10 days. Young tended by 
female. 1 brood per year. 
Flight Pattern ¢ POPULATION Common. 
Local populations fluctuate. 
Southern edge of range may 


bla h e 
breast 


mottled vray 


MALE 


comb and 


cai 
hire spots gdp 
2 ‘ : on 2 
ane ap ‘mf Similar Birds 


RUFFED GROUSI 


Slightly larger; slight 


mottled brownish 


crest; dark subterminal 
® or grayish 


tail band; dark patch on 


side of neck ® male 


lacks red eye comb; 


slight crest; pale chin; 


barred pale breast; 


finely barred gray or 


reddish brown tail with 


dark subterminal band. 


BLUE GROUSI 


Dusky or sooty in color: 


broad pale band at up 


of blackish tail; mottled 


gray underparts @ male 


has yellow or orange 


comb above eves 


FEMALE 


® western range 


have seen slight decline, but 
still common in far north. 

x — TAT ° ; / . 
wing beats alternating with short glides on ¢ CONSERVATION N lanaged 


downward-pointed wings. as a game bird. 


Strong rapid flight with series of rapid stiff 


Lined with dry grasses, leaves, twigs, and a few feathers © under low branch 
of spruce or bushes ¢ built by female ¢ 5-10 beautiful cinnamon to pink-buft 
or cream-buff eggs, usually marked with large rich brown spots and blotches, 
some thickly and evenly covered with small spots or dots; oval to short oval, 


1.7 inches long. 


Habitat 99 Migration Migratory Weight 1.1 pounds 


DATE _ TIME _ eee LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes differ 
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Family PEASTANIDAE 


Length 15_17 inches 


bright red eyebrows 
; (eye combs can bt 
change their brown summer plumage to white concealed) e : 


Wingspan 2(_22°5 inches 


Species 7 yoypus lagopus 


WILLOW PTARMIGAN 


[he ptarmigans are small Arctic birds that 


in winter. Molting birds are often a patchwork 


of white and brown feathers, and white reddish or e—— 


chestnut head black bill 


feathers grow CO COVer toes for winter. Unlike 
other ptarmigans, the male Willow stays with 
the female and staunchly defends its territory; 
this bird has been known to attack a grizzly 

‘| -© reddish or 
chestnut breast 


bear that came too close to the nest. The 
male also will attack a human trying to 
catch one of its chicks. Among the 

most migratory of grouse, some 


casually winter as far south as the 


MALE 


US—Canada border. 

e SONG Low throaty 
rumbling sounds and noisy 
cackling. In display, male 
makes harsh barking go- 
hack-go-back-go-backa-go- 
backa-go-backa. 

¢ BEHAVIOR In 
summer eats flower 


buds and leaves of lacks bright 
——e red eyebrows 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


deciduous trees and shrubs, 


also fruits and insects. In gray-brown WHYTRATAILED 


a body P'TARMIGAN 
é White tail in all 
plumages ® western 


winter cats catkins, twigs, 
and deciduous tree and 
shrub buds. Chicks eat 
spiders, insects, and Ri hekey REMALE “ 

BI . ROCK PTARMIGAN 


caterpillars. 
Smaller, more slender 


¢ BREEDING Mostly 


monogamous. In breeding 


IMNOTE 
heavily 
barred on 
season male chooses open breast and 


area on ground. As his red = //evks 
combs swell he struts and 
barks, then flies up and flutters down. Diane postocniac ay, 


body; finely barred 
brownish gray plumage; 
less rufous than 
Willow; smaller bill 


black 


; * in winter male has 
tail 


black lore and narrow 


¢ NESTING Incubation 21-22 days by female. Precocial young 
leave nest upon hatching. First 
flight at 7-12 days. ‘lended by 
both sexes. | brood per year. 

e POPULATION Cycles from 
abundant to scarce. Generally 
common over northern range. 


® CONSERVATION 


Strong swift rapid but relatively short 


flights. Alternates rapid saff wing beats 
with short glides. Harvested as game bird. 


Lined with grasses and feathers ¢ at base of log, in bunch of grass, bush, or 
hammock on tundra, beach, or near marsh @ built by female ¢ 5-17 yellowish 


Shape we LOCATION mms axis Lex Mi | cegs splotched with brown; oval, 1.7 inches long. 


DATE — TIME LOCATION 
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Family PHASIANIDAE | Specles | ayopus mutus | Length 1315 inches 


~ ROCK PTARMIGAN 
‘This bird is perhaps the hardiest of the 
ptarmigans. It lives year-round in the cold 


Wingspan 14 7_20 inches 


small red combs 
@ OQUVET CVES 


northern mountain regions of Greenland 
and arctic North America. ‘hese birds have 


; MALE 
been seen flying directly into snowbanks 


to sleep. As do other species of ptarmigans, 

the Rock Ptarmigan develops two different 

plumages to match the predominant colors 

of the season: white in winter and brown 

in summer. Winter males retain their red 

combs and show a black line running from 

the bill through the eye. Birds experience 

great and varying amounts of white 

patches in individual plumages 

during the sequence of the molt. 

¢ SONG Low growls and 

croaks and noisy cackles. 

¢ BEHAVIOR In 

summer eats spiders, 

insects, leaves, buds, 

fruits, seeds, and short 

; black 

mosses. In winter Fiji 

finds food on top of 

snow such as twigs, 

buds, and seeds. 

Unusually resilient 

for a grouse in flight, 

it can travel up toa 

mile before alighting. 

¢ BREEDING 

Monogamous. Colonial. yes Oo 
i entire leg 

Male defends small to toe 

territory on breeding 


mottled, barred brownish 
© vray plumage 


black tail © 


mottled, barred 
blackish-brown 
on brownish- 


buff plumage 


feathers on entire 
® leg to to 


«x 


<< 
<ZL 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


Similar Birds 


WILLOW P’TARMIGAN 


Darker; less gray-brown 


summer plumage 


e male has rufous-brown 


. 


. : ylumage; larger bill 
while WINE eee 


: feathers WHITE-TAILED 
ground; displays with racan is PTARMIGAN 
swollen red combs to attract a ‘ 4 White tail; smaller 


females and drive away rival males. * western range. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 21-24 days by female. Precocial young 


remain in nest 10-16 days, fed 


by female. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common on 
tundra. Casual in winter south 
into taiga. Accidental elsewhere. 
® CONSERVATION 


Harvested as a game bird. 


— 7 ; Flight Pattern 


Strong swift takeoff; in flight alternates 
several quick wing beats with glides on 


down-bowed wings. 


Lined with grass, moss, and a few feathers ® buiit by female ¢ 6-13 buff 
or cinnamon eggs marked with dark browns and blacks; subelliptical, 


1.6 inches long. 


4 


Plumage Sexeés differ Habitat Migration Nonmigratory Weight 14.9 ounces 


JATE ___ TIME LOCATION 
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Family PHASIANIDAE | SPECIES J Goopus leucurus | Length 12-13 inches | Wingspan 16—17 inches 


WHITE-TAILED PTARMIGAN i 


| 
Making its home in high mountain peaks, > | 
| 


this bird is the only ptarmigan to nest 
5, ie red comb loud 
south of Canada. It is the smallest of . 

OUCT CVE @ 


the ptarmigans, distinguishable from 


others by its white tail. Uhis bird hack, neck, head. and 
of high-clevation alpine and breast ave mottled — 
Dr0% WH, & hite. and blac re 
subalpine tundra lives most of 
its lite above the timberline. 
Small numbers have been 
successfully introduced into 
suitable habitat in Utah 

7 MALE 
and the Sierras of eastern 
Calhtornia and western 
Nevada. ‘The plumage 
is molted three times ee 
—e white wings 
annually and those who 
have seen this bird in 


its high mountain 
© white underparts 
and legs 


home know how well it 
matches the background 
ina habitat that seemingly 
offers little concealment, In a, 
winter the bird ts entirely and rump 


white except for its black eyes 


and bill and the small red comb 
WINTER 
PLUMAGE % 


WILLOW P'TARMIGAN 


: ial ROCK P'TARMIGAN 
and dwarf trees, alder catkins, and conifer needles and buds. In Larger in size; black on 


arcing above the eye, while in 
other seasons it is a patchwork of 


white and mottled browns. 


e SONG Soft clucking and mellow hooting. 


¢ BEHAVIOR In winter eats buds and twigs of alpine shrubs 


spring and summer eats leaves, flowers of herbaceous alpine tail in all plumages. 
plants, berries, buds of willows, some grit, seeds, and insects. 
Social in nonbreeding season, with dozens roosting together. 
Can fly up to a mile before alighting. 

© BREEDING Monogamous. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 22-24 days by female. Precocial young 


leave nest upon hatching. First 


Nps lio ‘ F_ 3) Vw ‘Ta > 
Fijoht Pattern fight at 7-21 days. ‘Tended by 
female. 1 brood per year. 
® POPULATION Common 
Mg Bhine tiie Ming hg) * POUL ON 
above tree line but local. 


~ ® CONSERVATION 
Strong, swift, and rapid, but relatively short : 
flight: rises with explosive roar of wings: Harvested as a game bird. 


ilternates wing beats with short glides 


= — ———— J 


| Nest Identification Lined with grasses, lichen, small leaves, and feathers © in fine grasses of 


steep slopes or between rocks above timberline, 10,000-14,000 feet above 


ground ® built by female ¢ 3-9 pink or buff eggs with brown blotches or 


Shape cme Se = | 
In 


ee Location : 
* dots, 1.7 inches long 


aac a a — 2 en ] | 
Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat a | Migration Ni onmigratory | Weight 12:7 ounces | 


DATE TIME SC LOCATION 
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SPecles Pondragapus obscurus 


BLUE GROUSE 


During courtship this fowl-like bird will 
perch, inflate its colorful air sac, and 
make owl-like calls or moans that can 
be heard two hundred yards away. 
The Blue Grouse of coastal areas 
has a yellow neck sac and a gray 
band at the end of its tail. 
Although nonmigratory, 
populations move up and 
down mountain slopes 
annually, spending summer 
in mixed deciduous forests at 
lower elevations and winter in 
conifers higher up the slope. 
¢ SONG Series of hoots. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Feeds along rel ved ts 
edges of coniferous forests. ye//ow neck sai 
Eats berries, tree buds, surrounded by 
tender twigs, leaves, conifer white-based feathers 
needles, seeds, and insects. 
Relatively tame; allows close 
approach. Solitary and 
arboreal. In courtship display 
male retracts white-based 
feathers to reveal neck sac. 
¢ BREEDING Promiscuous. 
- Solitary nester. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 
25-26 days by female. 
Precocial young leave nest gray 
soon after hatching. First underparts 
“flight at 7-10 days. Tended 
’ by female. After breeding 
male often moves to alpine 


Family PHASIANIDAE Length 18-21 inches 


Wingspan 24_28 inches 


orange to yellowish 
comb of bare skin 
above eyes 


® slightly 
crested head 


@ dark tail 


MALE 


@ L7TaY OF SOOTY 
overall plumage 


RUFFED GROUSI 


Finely barred gray to 


dark upperparts 
with brown 
© mottling 


rusty brown tail with 
dark subterminal band 
(broken in female); 


lacks eye combs. 


SPRUCE GROUSI 
Male has sharply 


defined black breast 
with white spots or bars 
on side ®@ female has 
dark barring and white 
spotting on underparts 
¢ both sexes have 


chestnut band on tail 


FEMALE 


tip (except birds in 


meadows while female keeps northern Rockies and 
incubating at nest on lower slopes; female and young follow Cascades). 
30-60 days later. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION A fairly 


Flight Pattern common species. 
¢ CONSERVATION Affected 
a ee ee by forest management; may 


increase after clear-cuts but 
declines as forest grows up. 
Strong rapid direct flight; alternates series Seems to fare best in original 


of rapid stiff wing beats with glides. : Saas 
old-growth forests. 


Conifer needles, grasses, and leaves ® sheltered by log or rock, or near base ot 
tree ® built by female * 7-16 pink-buff eggs finely dotted with brown or 
LOCatiOn mms sometimes unmarked; short subelliptical, 2 inches long. 


IATE __ TIME E __. LOCATION 
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Wingspan oe 


Length 16-19 inches 


Family PHASIANIDAE SPECIES Tym panuchus phasianellus 25 inches 


x ~ N . 
SHARP-TAILED GROUSE 
‘This gregarious bird performs fascinating extravagant 
mating rituals in spring at communal leks where 


the male “dances,” with tail spread, 


purple neck sac exposed, and 


ils rattling; and fights 
quills rattling; and fig yellow-orange 


@ (\l combs 


with other males. Often 


NAITO 
pointed tail e 


seen on prairies in . 
brownish 


overall 


summer, the Sharp- 


tailed Grouse gets its 
DTOODN © 


evVES 


name from its narrow 

pointed tail. Phere ts 

a small stiff crest on 

the top of the head. 

In flight adults can 

be distinguished 

from female Ring- 

necked Pheasants 

by the white 

feathers on the 

side of the tail. bd ceed 
SCUTEd, SPOTEd & 

° SONG son ns ne 

Chattering noises 

and a soft coo-oo. Utters bold 

booming notes during breeding season. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Eats grasshoppers, other large 

insects, rose hips, berries, corn, wheat, other grains, 


1 
Similar Birds 
buds, leaves, and flowers; vegetable materials make up more 


RING-NECKED 
PHEASANT & 


than 90 percent of diet. Inhabits open grasslands in summer, 


\ here the Ick Is located; retreats to brushy shrub-scrub country Much longer pointed 

after breeding season. Strong flier, occasionally traveling tail with white barring; 

2-3 miles in a single flight. no white tail feathers; 

eB as 3 Bane lacks barring or scaling 
REEDING Promiscuous. on underparts. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 21-24 days by female. Young leave GREATER 

nest shortly after hatching. ‘Tended by female. First flight at PRAIRIE-CHICKEN 


7—14 days. 1 brood per year. Barred underparts; 
. shorter, squared tail. 


® POPULATION Uncommon to fairly common over most of 
range. Has increased in some areas because of timbering practices, 
but declining in others. Has 
disappeared from Nevada, New 
Mexico, and Oregon. 
© CONSERVATION Managed 
Rises on rapidly beating wings when 


as a game bird species with 


regulated hunting seasons and 
flushed; then alternates between series of : 


rapid satf wing beats and glides on some habitat improvement. 


slightly drooping wings 


Nest Identification Lined with grasses, leaves, and feathers © on ground concealed in grass or under 
shrub, about a half-mile from dancing ground ® built by female ¢ 5-17 light 
brown eggs dotted with reddish brown and lavender, occasionally unmarked; 


Shape Location aoe 
- ee ae ae 4 ~ 
donk ovate, 1.7 inches long. 


Migration Nonmigratory 


DATE = _ TIME LOCATION 


Weight 2.1 pounds 


Plumage Sexes similar Habitat 6.8 a 
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Length 4 a | 


amily PHASTANIDAE 


SPecles Ty ypanuchus cupido 


8 inches 


Wingspan 28 inches 


GREATER PRAIRIE-CHICKEN 
Although both sexes of this 
chickenlike bird have 
elongated dark neck 
feathers, the male has 
longer ones, which he 
erects during courtship 
display. The yellowish 
orange sacs on the sides 
of the male’s throat, 
called tympani, are 
inflated during courtship. 
Females have barred tails 
and also have neck sacs, 
but they are very small 
and lack color. Both 
sexes have feathered 
feet. Once common 

over most of its 

prairie grassland range 
this bird is now 
uncommon, declining, 
and local. Some races, 
like Attwater’s prairie- 
chicken in southeastern 
‘Texas, are threatened with 
extinction. ‘The Heath Hen, 
which lived along the Atlantic 
seaboard, became extinct in 1932. 


@ rounded 
dark tail 


y .T $ o - 
© SONG Largely silent except during courtship. Male produces 


booming sound, whhoo-doo-doooohh, 200000 ... 00000 ... youoo. 


¢ BEHAVIOR In summer eats insects, especially grasshoppers; 
also eats leaves, fruit flowers, shoots, grain seeds, and rose hips. 

In winter eats acorns, oats, rye, and wheat. Makes short flights. 

¢ BREEDING Promiscuous. Males use leks. Dominant males 

mate with majority of females attracted to booming dances. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 23-24 days by female. Precocial young 

leave nest soon after hatching. First flight at 7-14 days. ‘Tended 


by female. 1 brood per year. 
| Flight Pattern 


to rare; local. Decreasing. 
© CONSERVATION 
Kndangered. Vulnerable to 


; habitat loss caused by the 
Strong rapid flight with series of rapid stiff j 


wing beats alternating between glides on agricultural plow Ing of the 


drooping wings. native grasslands it inhabits. 


@ brown, buff, and 
white barring on 
upperparts 


S GROUSI 


© POPULATION Uncommon 


eo th shy yello 


orange eye Combs 


® S/T - 


brown bill 


® elongated dark 
neck feathers 


\ 
e bare Vé lowish OTAHLE SACS 
(visible only during display) 


heavily barred underparts 


LESSER 
PRAIRIE-CHICKEN 


Smaller; paler; less 


heavily barred 


underparts ® male 


makes higher-pitched 


courting notes; reddish 


orange air sac ® limited 


western range. 


SHARP-TAILED 


Spotted, scaled 


underparts; lacks 


elongated blackish neck 


feathers; long pointed 


tail with white borders. 


c : Nest Identification 


Shape -g¢ LOCATION gems Lele 1.8 inches long 


Habitat _. ut 


> 


) ’ imi 
lumage Sexes similar 


Lined with grasses, dead leaves, and feathers @ in hayfields, woods, or 


clearings ® built by female ¢ 7-17 olive eggs spotted with dark brown; ovate 


Migration Most do not migrate 


Weight 2.2 pounds 


MATE TIME LOCATION 
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Wingspan 28 inches 


Length 16 inches 


Family PHASIANIDAE Specles Pym panuchus pallidicinctus 


WEN CRN . x a 
LESSER PRAIRIE-CHICKEN 
‘The Lesser Prairie-Chicken resembles the 


Greater Prairie-Chicken but 1s smaller in 


size, paler in color, and has dull red 
dull red air sacs 


(visible only 
during display) ‘ 


instead of orange air sacs. Having a 
more limited range than its 


relatiy ce, it chooses to live in 


short-grass prairies with 


@ Mlackish tail 


scattered trees, especially \ 
fine buff, brown, — \ 
and white barring 


On Upper parts 


shinnery oak, sagebrush, yellow eve 


combs 


and other deciduous trees. 


Females are very similar 
In appearance to the 
males but have a 

barred brown tail 
instead of a black 

one, and they lack 


the male’s yellow 
blackish 


eyebrow combs and 
neck feathers 


neck sacs. 
@¢ SONG Booming 
often described as 


\ 


brown overall & 
" barred underparts 


gobbling, bubbling, or 
even yodeling. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Eats 
grasshoppers, other insects, i ; 
leaves, flowers, shoots, seeds, grain, acorns, Similar Birds | 3 


corn, oats, wheat, and rye. Males concentrate on leks during GREATER PRAIRIE- | 
CHICKEN 
Larger; yellow-orange 


breeding season, booming and displaying to attract females. 
Dominant males breed with majority of females attending lek air saws: heavier harting 
displays. Prefers short-grass prairies and more brushy cover than on underparts. 
yrs »r Drairie ‘*hicke ] ‘ ’ ye ror. ar ‘ 1eEc ake 

Greate Prairie-C ‘hicken. Usually walks rather than flies. Makes SuaMrKLED 
relatively short flights. . GROUSE 
¢ BREEDING Polygamous; promiscuous. Scaled, spotted 

; inal ; underparts; pointed 
© NESTING Incubation 22-24 days by female. Precocial young mostly white tail; has 
leave nest soon after hatching. First flight at 7-10 days. ‘Tended less prominent yellow 
; eye combs. 


by female. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon to rare. Declining, Extirpated from 
much of former range. 
‘Threatened due to conversion 


~ oe a of habitat to farmland. Listed 
federally as a Threatened 
Wildlife species. 
Strong rapid flight; in flight often 
ilternates several rapid wing beats with 
Short glides 


Nest Identification 


Lined with grasses ® on ground often at base of sagebrush or concealed in grass 


or shrubs @ built by female ¢ 11-13 whitish to buff eggs, sometimes finely 


| SNAPE ~ee- Location yyy a spotted with pale brown or olive; ovate, 1.6 inches long. 

pL 

Seis oa 

1 Ph nage ; E ? ‘ ; 5 : : 7. 

| THUMABE Sexes similar | Mabitat > i ew Migration Nonmigratory | We'€"t 1.7 pounds 
— ——= L - 


DATE TIME, LOCATION 
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Length 37_46 inches | Wingspan 4_5 feet | 


amilY PHASIANIDAE Species Weleagris gallopavo 


WILD TURKEY 


‘The largest game bird in North 
America, the Wild ‘Turkey once 
was so widespread it was 
considered for the US 

national emblem. Male 

turkeys gobble year round, 


hare blue and 
8 pink head 


large iridescent 
dark body elisten 
with greens and 
but in spring they are easily @ MON 
startled and will gobble at 
any abrupt noise. ‘Today this 
unmistakable symbol of a US 
national holiday is becoming © jee 
common again due to 
conservation efforts and its 
own adjustments to changes in 
its original woodland habitat. 

a —— ° 
¢ SONG Gobbling may be heard 
up to a mile away and ts easily 
imitated, with bird often responding Ags 

5 1 eicom = : white- e 
to it. Several different clucking calls barred 
given by both sexes: c/uk, cluck, cut, flight 
putt, and others. feathers 


¢ BEHAVIOR Powerful muscular 
gizzard can grind hardest foods. Eats 


MALE 


© blackish 
breast tuft 


. fo ; f proportionally or “beard 
Ss. SCECQaS arge SCG TOY! 
nuts, Sceas, large insects, frogs, smaller head @ 


lizards, wild fruits, and grapes. Flies 


to tree roosts for the night. Male = © spurred 
displays by strutting with tail lacks breast ™ pinkish legs 
spread, wings drooped to ground, o aie 

: : é +, : WATC 
bare skin of head intensified in secoeid 
Ae 1 fr bbli preseni tn — duller in color and less 
color, and frequent gobbling. some older ivedocromt Uhiae auale 


females) @ 


¢ BREEDING Polygamous. 
»® NESTING Incubation 27-28 days 
by female. First flight in about 14 days. 


———® smaller than mak 


‘Tended by female. 1 brood per year. FEMALE is 

; ees eee © medium-length 
¢ POPULATION Rare to fairly common. broad tail 
Wild birds unlikely in areas of human wi 


habitation, though widely domesticated. Increasing. 


© CONSERVATION ‘Trap and 
Flight Pattern 


transfer programs have helped 
reestablish some populations. 
Swift powerful flight for short 


Increased comeback of blocks of 
forest interspersed with 


agricultural areas, as well as 
distances with rapid wing beats and 


Wi ife anage r WOLT< D5 
deep strokes; often glides after several dhife management sles a 


series of wing beats have helped increase populations. 


Nest Identification 


Lined with a few dead leaves and grass @ on ground concealed under shrub or in 


yvrass @ built by female ¢ 8—20 white to cream or buff egg s, sometimes blotched 


Shape -s¢ Location -_- or spotted with brown or red, 2.5 inches long 


Weight 16.3 pounds 


Habitat @99 9.9 4 oe Migr 


lumage Sexes differ ation Nonmigratory 


ATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family QDON’'TOPHORIDAE | Leneth 19.5-11.5 inches | Wingspan 1416.5 inches 


MOUNTAIN QUAIL 


Phe largest and perhaps most striking of native 


a e long straight 
North American quail is a swift runner and can head plumes 


often escape its pursuers by dashing across the 
ground, even on the steepest slopes and in the 
thickest cover, at speeds up to 12 miles per hour. 
‘The female is similar to the male but has duller _ 
eray-brown 
coloring and shorter head plumes. Immature e body 
birds have long plumes, but show a black throat | 
with a white border, white chin, pale gray 
breast, upper belly scalloped with white 
feather edging, and white flecking on earth- 
brown upperparts. 


chestnut throat 
outlined in white 


e SONG Lucid descending guee-ark or 
too-wook can be heard up to a mile 
away. Also a soft rapid sook-took-took. 


¢ BEHAVIOR In spring and 
summer eats leaves, flowers, 


chestnut sides boldly 
outlined in white 
buds, underground bulbs, and 
insects. In fall and winter 
eats grasses: seeds of scaled brownish 
weeds, grasses, shrubs, sae sak 
and trees; small nuts; 
and fruit. Pairs in 
breeding season; at 
other times forms 
coveys of 2-20; 
hundreds may go to 
springs and 
permanent pools of 
water to drink, especially in late 
afternoon. Roosts on ground or low in 


shrubbery. Nonmigratory but moves downslope CALIFORNIA QUAIL CO 
to lower valleys in winter. Short black plume 
sae a . : ~  ulted forward; dark 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Gregarious. ema den. eile 
¢ NESTING Incubation 21-25 days by both sexes. Young underparts; white 


: . — - streaking on sides. 
leave nest soon after hatching. ‘tended by both sexes. First . 


flight at about 14 days. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common to common but local. 
¢ FEEDERS Will occasionally 
come to feed on seed scattered 
on the ground. 

iapid diveet Melt ca-ainmian armas on ® CONSERVATION Hunted 


takeoff. Swift flight on series of suff rapid as a game bird. 


wing beats followed by a glide. 


| Lined with leaves, conifer needles, and grass ® on ground sheltered by 
bush, rock, log, or grassy tussock, often close to water ¢ built by female 


SNAape ge LOCATION 6 mmm Slip ¢ 6-15 unspotted cream or red-buff eggs, 1.4 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat qe 9¢ « Migration Nonmigratory | Welt 8.2 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family QDONTOPHORIDAE Species Cy/lipepla squama | Leneth 10 inches WINSP9N 1314 inches 


SCALED QUAIL 


‘This native of the Southwest is sometimes white-tipped a? 
called “cotton top” because of its conspicuous crest e—__——_* 
white-tipped crest. When alarmed, flocks of : 
these birds run into bushes for cover. ‘The 

female resembles the male but has a smaller 

buffier crest. Even at a distance the bird’s pueden 
bluish gray breast and mantle and white- wings 
tipped crest make it easy to identify. A 
close view reveals the body feathers’ 
tiny dark edging that gives the 

scaled appearance, upon which — £7 
the common and scientific aha 
names are based. Juveniles 
are more rufous and appear 
more mottled than scaly. 

In southern ‘Texas the 

male has a dark chestnut 
patch on the belly. 


¢ SONG Most common 
is a low nasal chip-CHURR Ghieciented 
or pe-COS or wait-UP with sides 

accent on second syllable. 

Also, other clucking notes. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Eats insects; seeds from 
desert shrubs, cacti, weeds, grasses, and flowers; 

flower blossoms; and tender shoots. Found in pairs or small 


dark edges on 
mantle, neck, breast, 
and belly feathers 
give a scaled 
appearance 


bluish gray 
breast 


chunky, 
rounded body 


groups in spring and summer; at other times forms coveys of NORTHERN 

7 to more than 100. Makes daily trips to waterholes or cattle BOBWHITE ro 

tanks. Spends heat of day under shade of a shrub. Would rather niiOus sivenally Spe 
crest lacks white tp; 

walk or run than fly. white or buff pattern 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Breeding success correlates to on face. 


GAMBEL’S QUAIL & 
Short dark head plume 
that tilts forward; lacks 
scaly feathers ® inhabits 
desert scrublands of the 


amount of rain; may not nest when rainfall is scarce. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 22-23 days mostly by female. Young 
leave nest soon after hatching. ‘Tended by both sexes. First 
flight at 14-16 days. 1 brood per year. 

® POPULATION Fairly common in semidesert scrubland east 
to Texas. Local populations fluctuate. Adversely affected by drought 
years and exceedingly heavy rain. 
¢ FEEDERS Uses stations 
where small seed is placed on 
ground. Attracted to permanent 
man-made water sources. 

‘Lakes off on rapidly beating wings, then ¢ CONSERVATION Moderate 
alternates between series of rapid stiff grazing improves habitat. 

wing beats and short glides. Hunted as a game bird. 


Southwest. 


| Lined with dry grasses and feathers ® shelterd by shrub or grassy tussock 

1 * sometimes in open field ¢ built by female ¢ 9-16 dull white to cream- 
white eggs, some thickly speckled with small spots or dots of light brown, 
1.3 inches long. 


me? Sexes similar “4 “abitat p> a = | Migration Nionmigratory | Weléht 6.7 ounces 


IATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape -o¢- Location gyy es 
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Family QDONTOPHORIDAE | SP&*€S Ca/lipepla californica | “©"8 10 inches Wingspan 14-16 inches 


CALIFORNIA QUAIL 


[ts curled topknot distinguishes the California Quail from others in its range, 
except Gambel’s Quail, but scaly underparts distinguish tt from Gambel’s. 
Considered a dooryard bird in southern California, the California Quail 


often enters suburban areas and may be seen feeding on lawns or 


attending feeders with grain spilled on the ground, 
birdbaths, garden pools, and lawn sprinklers. MALE 


pale 


© SONG Low chattering and grunting. 
forehead 


Bold distinct c4/-ca-go. 


? 


¢ BEHAVIOR 
Solitary or paired in ete Bert 
pot, ‘ with white 
breeding season. In necklace border 
fall, gathers in well- ; 
—e chestnut patch 
On belly 


organized coveys of up to 
100. Sentinel stands guard 
from perch while birds 
feed, at same place 
regularly, 1-2 hours before 
and after sunrise and sunset. 


Mostly vegetarian; eats some 


insects and spiders. 
° short black ti ardrop-shape ad 


Generally inactive midday. 
: ; / plume or double plume 


¢ BREEDING Polygamous. 
Female more gregarious. 

© NESTING Incubation 
18-23 days, usually by 


££ GAMBEL’S QUAIL 


Lacks scaled 


——e whitish stripe underparts, brown sides, 


over eyes and 
across forehead 


and brown crown. 


MOUNTAIN QUAIL 

Gray-brown upperparts; 
4 2 long thin straight head 
plumes that appear as a 


female. Young leave nest 


soon after hatching and ~ FEMALE 
stay with parents on ground 

about 28 days. First flight at 

10-14 days. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common. | 
* FEEDERS Feeding sucions “2 
with small seed on ground and 


single plume; gray 


breast; chestnut sides 


with white barring ¢ 
juvenile has grayer 
underparts and longer 
head plumes. 


man-made water sources. 


Flight Pattern 


Soi 


® CONSERVATION Adapts 
well to civilization but 
declining in some regions 


because of habitat loss from 


overbuilding. Hunted as a 


hlics with explosive burst of speed over 
short distances. Alternates series of rapid game bird. 


suff wing beats with short glides 
L 


Nest Identification 


Lined with grasses or leaves © on ground or in fork of tree branch about 10 feet 


Shape -see $e above ground © built by female ¢ 12-16 cream-buff to very yellow eggs covered 
with large blotches or dots of brown-gray, 1.2 inches long. 


Location kaka ie oe 


[a 


Pp Y 
| Plumag 


© Sexes differ Habitat @ ot 9 A Weight 8 2 ounces 


Migration \onmigratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION - 
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Length 11 inches Wingspan 14_16 inches 


black plume 


species 


amilY DON TOPHORIDAE 


us = 


GAMBEL’S QUAIL 


‘The pleasant call of the male is is a familiar sound of the 
desert often heard in old western films. Named after 
William Gambel, an early field collector of birds in 

southern California, this is the most hunted game ee 
bird in parts of Arizona, Nevada, New Mexico, and crown 
California. he combination of a comma-shaped 
black head plume and black belly patch makes 
the male unmistakable. ‘The female lacks the 
scaly underparts characteristic of other quail 

in its range. 


Ne black forehead, 
face, chin, and 
throat with white 
outline 


—_—e chestnut sides 


¢ SONG Low grunting sounds similar to 
piglets. Also melancholy gvovt or o// and 
loud grating 4-note c/i-CA-go-go. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Prefers to walk or run 
rather than fly. Leaves roost in shrubs 
in early morning. Large groups 

gather at drinking places, then feed 

for several hours in good weather; 
rests in midday heat. Eats mainly 
plant materials, but also insects, 
spiders, and small reptiles. 
Makes location call if mate 
leaves visual range. Highly 
gregarious outside breeding 
season; forms large coveys _ sca/y pattern 
in autumn and winter. on upperparts 
¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous. Gregarious. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 
21-24 days by female. 
Young leave nest shortly 
-after hatching; tended by 
both sexes. First flight at 10 
days. When family moves on é = body appears scaly 
ground, male takes lead while FEMALE sca male lacks black in 
female brings up rear. 1-2 broods per year. meen ODEN, 

¢ POPULATION Common. Dry years often result in poor 
reproduction, but population 
has remained stable overall. 
e FEEDERS Attends stations 
with small seeds scattered on 
ground and permanent man- 
Flies with explosive burst of speed over made pools of water, lawn 

short distances. Alternates series of rapid sprinklers, and cattle tanks. 


stiff wing beats with short glides. 


TUSSEL CTOORN 


CALIFORNIA QUAIL 
Male has chestnut 
patch center of belly; 


black crest 

ends in 

teardrop less russet crown; 
scaly underparts; pale 

Q forehead ¢ female has 
scaly belly pattern; 

< darker brown flanks; 
brownish gray breast. 

sandy-buff 


underparts SCALED Ql MIL 
Broad white-tipped 


crest; lacks teardrop- 
shaped head plume; 


CERO, 
RKprayjyTa l 
KAS. 


+ 


Lined with grasses, sticks, and feathers ® on ground sheltered by grassy tussock 


or desert shrub ® built by female * 9-14 dull white, buff, or pink-buff eggs 
Shape -ee Location gey cee irregularly blotched, spotted, or dotted with purples and browns, 1.2 inches long. 


nage Sexes differ Migration Nonmigratory | “ele 6.0 ounces 


ATE TIME_ : LOCATION 
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Family QDON'TOPHORIDAE Species Cy/inys virginianus | +8 9_1( inches | Wingspan 14 16 inches 


NORTHERN BOBWHITE conspicuous 
eee ; ' : white stripe 
[his familiar eastern quail, named for the male’s loud call, over eyes @ 
inhabits farmlands, fields, lightly grazed pastures, and \ 
grasslands. ‘Che “Masked Bobwhite,” a southwestern race 


\ 
rufous-red 
overall 


with a black face and cinnamon-rufous underparts, 
formerly of Mexico and southeast Arizona, has 
been reintroduced into Arizona grasslands. 
e SONG Rising clear whistle, 4oA- 
WHITE! or b0b-b0b-WHITE!, given 


most often by males in spring and 


short 
brown to 


black bill 


summer. Also whistles /oy. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 
pairs in spring; family groups 
in summer; coveys of 8-15 in 
fall and winter. Roosts on 
ground in groups of up to 30, 


white throat 


dark 


gray tail 


whitish 
underparts with 
coarse black 


tails pushed together and scalloping 
heads facing out of a tight 
wagon wheel-shaped : MALE 
circle. Eats seeds, insects, \, ; 
worms, and spiders. © cinnamon-rufous 
: short dark Hanks with broad 


® BREEDING 

Monogamous; some 

evidence of polygamy. 

¢ NESTING 

Incubation 23-24 . 
lays by both sexes a 
days by both sexes. Srout 
Young leave nest 

soon after hatching; 


hill buff stripe over eyes white stripes 


Similar Birds 
SCALED QUAIL CO" 


Pale gray-brown head; 


scaly body; prominent 
white tufted crest; 
prefers more arid 
habitat. 


tended by both whitish underparts . 
vo . with coarse black cInnaMONn- GAMBEL’S QUAIL CO 

sexes. First flight at scalloping rufous flanks Prominent crest 
12-14 days. 1 brood . : with broad , — plume; uniformly pale 
per year. white stripes i gray overall; sandy-buff 

: an ' FEMALE pe underparts; rufous 
© POPULATION Uncommon flanks with white 
to common in brushlands and open woodland. Introduced into streaks ® inhabits 


desert scrublands of 


northwestern US. Significantly declining over much of range. 
. the Southwest. 


¢ FEEDERS Scattered grains on ground or man-made 
permanent sources of water. 
Flight Pattern 


© CONSERVATION Hunted 


as a game bird; highly managed 
Rises swiftly with whirring rapid wing 


in some states. Decline may be 
due to habitat loss and changes 
in farming practices. Sensitive 
to cold winter weather; entire 
populations may be wiped out 
by hard freezes. 


Nest Identification as 
Lined with grasses ® leaves small openings in sides ® on ground ¢ built by both 


sexes ® 14-16 white or cream-white eggs; subpyriform and sometimes quite 


beats then sails away, wings curved 


downward. Alternates series of suff 


wing beats with short glides on 


drooping wing tips. 


Shape -se Location gyy am—7 pointed, 1.2 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat oo Me uf Migration Nonmigratory | “e'€" 6.3 ounces 
DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family QbON’TOPHORIDAE nae \ “enéth 8_9 inches Wingspan 12-14 inches 


MONTEZUMA QUAIL 


rh, ; 
This quail’s arched claws help it walk easily over soft tan crest 
steep rocky places in mountainous Open oak extends back 
grasslands. It is a plump, short-tailed, secretive quail. over neck @ 
The male has a bold pattern with white spots on the 

sides and flanks, a striking black-and-white pattern 


© black-and-white 


on its “clown face,” and a soft pale brown crest. black mottling facial pattern 
Females are brown with white, black, and brown and spotting on 


. : ‘ ; hack and @ings @ 
mottling and streaking. Juveniles are paler brown 


with heavy black mottling on the underparts. a Stl 
: : : : CHESTNUT 
¢ SONG Bold tremulous descending whistle tan plump ae 


: : ~ : body @ 
resembling that of the Eastern Screech-Owl. ware’, 


¢ BEHAVIOR Prefers grasslands in pine- 
oak or juniper-oak open forests in 
mountains and foothills. Scratches on ee ei 
ground to uncover plant bulbs. Eats wines 
nuts of oak and pine, fruits of juniper, 
seeds of grasses, weeds, buds, tender 
leaves, blossoms, and insects. ‘lame. 
Often sits low and explodes into 
flight practically beneath one’s 
feet. Moves in pairs or families. oe 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous gee aed al 
4 ¢ S. I arkINGS 


© dark gray 
sides and flanks 
with numerous 


short white Spots 


tail 


MALE 


¢ NESTING Incubation 
25-26 days by both sexes. 
Precocial young leave 
“nest soon after 

_ hatching. First flight 

at about 10 days. 

‘Tended by both sexes. FEMALE 
1 brood per year. 


NORTHERN BOBWHITE 
Rarely in same habitat; 
rufous-brown overall; 
scaly pale underparts. 


short 


~ GAMBEL’S QUAIL 


¢ POPULATION tail ‘Teardrop-shaped head 
},.Uncommon to rare and local. a g _ Plume: gray-brown 
; ocher-brown mottling e overall; longer tail. 
Has disappeared or become on underparts <3 


» scarce in parts of the Southwest due to eee 

; . ae . ; : afi White-tipped crest; 
overgrazing by livestock. ‘This also may be occuring in Mexico, 
but the bird’s status there is not well known. 


scaly gray-brown body. 


¢ FEEDERS Attends feeders with small seeds scattered on ground 
and permanent man-made 
water sources in proper habitat. 
© CONSERVATION Concern 
over population declines, 
though still considered a game 
bird in some areas. 


Rises in swift direct flight on rapidly 
beating wings, then alternates series of 

rapid stiff wing beats and short glides on 
drooping wings. 


N) Pia) DS) prea h ipa 
V@SIi | den tific alion 


Lined and roofed with grass ® in ground ® built by female, sometimes with 


help from male ¢ 6-14 white or cream eggs, unmarked but often nest-stained, 


Shape -g¢- Location g¢y 1.2 inches long. 


lUMaBe Sexes differ Habitat 9, ¢ Migration Nonmigratory | We'8ht 6.9 ounces 


ATE TIME — LOCATION __ 
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ramly RALLIDAI SPECIES Cypyrnicops noveboracensis 


Length 67.25 inches | Wingspan 1013 inches 


| 

| 

| : 

| YELLOW RAIL 
| The sparrow-sized Yellow Rail is one of the least-Known rails. [t is so 

| reluctant to fly that trained dogs can catch it. If flushed it flies weakly 
| with its feet dangling, showing a white patch on the trailing edge of 

| the inner wing before dropping back into cover. Its narrow body, 


strong toes, and flexible wings help it survive in 


dense marsh grasses. Adults have olive- broad dark 
+ /) g 
eray legs, a buff chest, dark brown smudge 
~ dark brown through eye 
flanks with white bars, white- dark OFORN if 
; (TORN @ 


UPPevpParts LUA 
Pe ‘ 


ANA NATTOR WHIM 


spotted wing coverts, and 


; broad buff stri 
CInnAAaMoOoN undertail cover'ts. / . 


Juveniles are darker gray- crossbars @ 
black above with slight buffs 
striping; more white spotting 
on head, neck, breast, and 
sides; and more black 


barring on the flanks. 


© SONG Like pebbles 
tapping, “ck-tick, tick-tick- 


tick. Usually at night. / 
¢ BEHAVIOR S hsiee 
Secretive; difficult yellowish 


lo greenish 


gray bill 


to see In 

the open; 
sticks to 
thick grasses 
and marsh 
vegetation. 
Prefers to walk or 

run if disturbed. 

Flutters in air when flushed, 

then quickly drops and runs on the ground to escape. Averse to 


flying yet able to migrate great distances. Eats insects, small SORA 

snails, seeds, tender leaves of clover, and grasses. Juveniles are twice as 

eB ae 7 =, @ large; bright yellow bill; 
REEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. lack buff stripes on 


¢ NESTING Incubation 16-18 days by female. Precocial young upperparts; lacks white 
é ; wing patch in flight. 


leave nest shortly after hatching. Probably tended by female. 
May be independent of parents at 35 days. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Uncommon 


Flight Pattern to rare and poorly known. 
Declining due to loss of habitat. 


© CONSERVATION Draining 


and development of wetlands 


; negatively impacting 
| Flutters weakly on floppy wings for a = | 

Kore low Calas. Tiree Oialie athan populations. Considered a game 
| traveling longer distances bird in some states. 


——EE — 


Nest Identification Canopy of vegetation pulled to cover mat of fine dead grass ¢ above damp soil 


on bare ground or flattened vegetation ® a little above water of marsh or meadow 
and screened by small blades of grass © built by both sexes © 7-10 creamy buff 

| Nape <> eg Location wmms LLL eggs occasionally spotted with reddish brown and capped; ovate but often 
markedly clongated, 1.1 inches long 


|S UMaEe Sexes similar | Habitat ye oi \ Migration Migratory Weight 1.8 ounces 


CE TIME LOCATION - . 5 


| 
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Family RALLIDAE Species 7 ayerallus jamaicensis | PE 6 inches Wingspan 10.5-11.5 inches 


BLACK RAIL 


) The smallest and perhaps most secretive member of the rail family, this bird 
was first recorded on the island of Jamaica and is extremely difficult to find. 
Its range is not well known, and small populations and individual records 


1 
i 


| 


scattered widely across the United States provide 
our only information. If glimpsed, 


it appears like a rodent chestnut-brown blackish upperparts 
slate-gray nape and extenstvely flecked 
scampering. Its flight is Fond 9 upper mantle PO io 


faint and shaky with 
legs dangling, 


red eyes 


small straight 


black bill 


low above 
vegetation, 


: © NAITO® WHile 
and of short 


5 slate-gray chest & barring on flanks 
duration, with and upper belly 
the bird quickly = = ##§  / <i SS A 
, © darker gray 
dropping back into dark gray underparts 
dense cover. underparts 


¢ SONG Most often 

given at night beginning a 

couple of hours after sunset. 

, Repeated k7k-kee-do or kik-kee-derr, 
sometimes gives 4 notes, £7k-kik-kee-do. 
/ © BEHAVIOR Remains in cover of 
vegetation; rarely stays exposed for long. Rarely flies. Lives in freshwater marshes and wet 

_ meadows or in shallow margins of saltwater marshes above the beach line. Sometimes found in 
grain fields and dry hay fields. Eats seeds of aquatic plants, grasses and grains, insects, and 
isopods (small marine crustaceans). 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 


© dusky greenish 
gray legs 


© NESTING Incubation 16—20 days by both sexes. Young leave YELLOW RAIL 
nest soon after hatching. ‘Tended by both parents. Possibly Larger; buff; white wing 


patches visible in flight. 


2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Generally uncommon to rare; although 
locally common in some places. 
Declining in most parts of 
North American range due to 
loss of habitat, especially coastal 
marshes. Population stable in 
protected habitat. 

Weak fluttering floppy flight with legs ® (CONSERVATION Wetland 


dangling. : ; 
conservation Important. 


iz Nest Identification 


Woven coil of soft grass blades, sedge, or other vegetation ® In grass 


18-24 inches tall on edge of marsh @ built by both sexes ¢ 4-13 white, pinkish 


white, or creamy white eggs dotted with brown; short subelliptical or elliptical, 


Shape cup Location g¢y 


1 inch long. 


lumage Sexes similar | Habitat. p Migration Most migrate Weight 1.2 ounces 


VATE : TIME __ LOCATION 
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Family RALLIDAE Species Ry//us Jongirostris | ‘©°8Y 14-16 inches | WiN8sPan 49_2] inches 


CLAPPER RAIL 


As with most rails the Clapper Rail 
gray-brown 


is more often heard than seen. It aes | 
overall Lay OF gray- comer | 


is named for its noisy rattling p SEN: OF 


call which 1s said to sound 
like old-time clappers. 
Abrupt noises cause 
these birds to cry in 
unison; noisiest at 

night. ‘Vhis large rail 
is locally known as 


marsh hen” and long thin slightly 


often leaves the down-curved bill 
cover of the salt 
@ very short tail 
; bi ‘f with white 

inhabits to work ee SO 


the muddy flats at 


marshes it whitish or 


buff underparts 


low.tide. As 3 alk gray to brown 
OW Tide. “AAS It Walks Hanks with 


it bobs its head and white barring 
flips its short tail exposing 
white undertail coverts. 

e SONG A series of grating 
kek-kek-kek notes, accelerating then dropping 

off. Given most often at dusk on moonlit nights or when 
suddenly disturbed by loud noise. One call stimulates another; 


the calls travel like a wave through the marsh. KING RAIL 


Favors freshwater 


® BEHAVIOR Feeds mostly in the open at low tide on marshes: bolder black- 


mudflats. At other times forages concealed in salt marsh and-white bars on 
vegetation. Eats crabs and other crustaceans, worms, Ranks; bright sufous- 
a ; = 58 brown neck and chest; 
amphibians, reptiles, mollusks, small fish, and aquatic insects. sangha aslo 
© BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. buft-edged back 
; ; feathers; brown wing 
e eT : walkaces Dj 2 Anwe Tas seme (Deana xte diag ae 
NESTING Incubation 20-23 days by both sexes. Precocial cinpaches Seieentibens: 
young abandon nest soon after hatching. ‘fended by both sexes. . . 
| Scr SEAM dan. vag Bick 63 70 d - eee VIRGINIA RAIL 
ndependent after 35—42 days. First flight at 63-70 days. ee Cink fied the sine 
Possibly 2 broods per year. 2 darker overall; blue-gray 


: ass rocN . auriculars; bright rufous 
© POPULATION Common in coastal salt marshes but pclae ele; 


declining on West Coast and in some places in the East. Casual 
on Atlantic Coast to the Maritimes. 


© CONSERVATION ‘The 
Flight Pattern a 


inland freshwater race on the 


lower Colorado River ts 
x" a 3 AN 


upperwing coverts. 


considered endangered. Also 
endangered on the West Coast 
due to habitat loss and perhaps 
introduced predators. 


ILow fluttering flight over short distances 


with legs dangling 


Nest Identification Basket of aquatic vegetation and tide-deposited materials ¢ elevated on firm 
bank or under small bush ¢ built by both sexes, but male does more ¢ 5-12 buff 


or olive-buff eggs marked with brown; subelliptical to long subelliptical to ovate, 


Shape a> Location \fy 
A. ba RE 1.7 inches long. 


DATE __ ss TIME LOCATION 


Weight 11.4 ounces 


Plumage Sexes similar 
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Family RALLIDAE Species Ry/Iys limicola Length 9_1() inches Wingspan 13_14.5 inches 


VIRGINIA RAIL 

Like all rails, the Virginia Rail generally 
does not fly when it is being 
pursued but will run swiftly 
through the marsh 
grasses. Note its gray 
cheeks and the 

reddish bill and legs. 
Flanks, lower belly, 
and undertail coverts 
are barred with black 
and white. In flight the 
wings show chestnut in 
the leading edge. 
Although this bird 
prefers freshwater and 
brackish marshes, it reddish legs 
often inhabits salt and feet 
marshes in winter. 

Juveniles have dark 

blackish brown 

upperparts and black, 

gray, and white mottling 

and barring on underparts. 

¢ SONG Resembles the 

clicking of keys on an old 
typewriter, k7d-ick, kid-ick, kid-ick or 
. tc-tic-tic. Also makes kik, kik, kik, ki-queea “kicker” call and 
descending series of piglike grunts and other odd calls. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Somewhat secretive and terrestrial. Feeds 
primarily on insects but also takes aquatic animals, including 
“worms, spiders, crustaceans, and small fish. Diet is varied, 
especially in winter, with duckweed and seeds of marsh grasses, 
, rushes, and sedges. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 

| © NESTING Incubation 18-20 days by both sexes. Young leave 
_ nest soon after hatching. ‘lended by both parents. First flight at 
about 25 days. Possibly 2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common to uncommon. 
Declining but still widespread 


© CONSERVATION Still 
hunted as a game bird in some 
Weak brief fluttering flight with long states. Wetland protection and 


legs dangling. : . 
tical management ts crucial. 


< 


CINNAMON-UfOus 
throat and breast 


~ 
Similar Birds 


eray 


@ blac 1 ch 


(TORH 


whitish to 
pale chin 


slightly down- 
curved, long, 


slender reddish bill 


JUVENILE 


KING RAIL 
About twice the size ¢ 


olive-brown head; 


brown to gray cheeks; 


cinnamon-rufous 


underparts; black-and- 


white barring on flanks. 


CLAPPER RAIL 


Larger; grayish body; 


cinnamon to gray 


underparts; black-and- 


white barring on flanks; 


prefers salt marshes. 


despite loss of wetland habitat. 


lumage Sexes similar 


Ne st Identification 


Pile of matted reeds and layers of coarse aquatic vegetation and grass ® In 


tussock or clumped vegetation ® built by both sexes * 5-13 off-white or buff 


eggs spotted with brown and often wreathed; oval to short oval, 1.3 inches long 


Habitat yo. Migration Migratory Weight 3.1 ounces 


MATE 2 _ TIME LOCATION 
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Family RALLIDAE Species Pypxana carolina | ©"8" 810 inches Wingspan 42_14.5 inches 


SORA 


In late summer large numbers of these birds gather in 


marshes to feed and build up fat reserves before migrating; 
they seem especially fond of smartweed seeds and wild black-and-buff spots 


rice. Like all rails, the Sora migrates at night, and on wings and back 


for a group that hardly distinguishes 


itself in the air, this species — A/ach patch on face 
may cover almost 3,000 and throat, ,gittGnle ne 


miles between wintering 
and breeding grounds. 
It is identifiable by its 
short yellow bill 
framed with black 
feathers around its 
base, black throat, 
and black center in 
the upper breast. 
Small and plump, it 

is one of the most 
common North American rails. 
Juveniles lack the black on the 
face and underparts and, with 
their buff coloration, sometimes 
are confused with the much 
smaller Yellow Rail. 


irregular barring of 
thin white lines on gray 
on underparts 


short chickentike 
yellow bill 


e yellow-green legs 


=) 


JUVENILE WINTER 


PLUMAGE 
Simila 


VIRGINIA RAIL 
Long, slender, slightly 


© SONG Descending melodious 
whinny and abrasive high-pitched fees. 
Makes froglike whistle of se7-wheer on breeding ground. 


very long 10€S 


down-curved reddish 


eat, bill; gray face; rusty-red 


throat and breast. 


YELLOW RAIL 
Much smaller; 
checkered pattern of 


buff stripes and white 
bars on a blackish back 
on upperparts; lacks 
black on chin and 
throat; shows white 


® BEHAVIOR Small bill prevents it from probing into marsh 
mud for animals like the long-billed rails. Eats mainly plant life 
such as seeds, wild rice, and algae. Also feeds on insects, 


spiders, small crustaceans, and snails. Often found in the open 


where it walks slowly with head down and short tail cocked and 


flicked above white undertail coverts. Can show up in almost 
any moist habitat, especially in migration. 

® BREEDING Monogamous. 

® NESTING Incubation 19-20 days. Precocial young abandon 
nest soon after hatching. 2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common 
and widespread despite loss of 
wetland habitat. 

© CONSERVATION Recent 
loss of habitat due to draining 
and development of marshes; 
also due to loss of wintering 
coastal habitat. 


wing patch in flight. 


Flight Pattern 


» 
rer ~~ 


Weak labored floppy flight for short 


distances and low over vegetation with 


leys dangling 


Nest Identification 


\ bowl of cattails, dry leaves, grasses, and reeds @ about 6 inches in diameter 


® connected to stems of marsh vegetation a few inches above water ¢ in reeds, 


cattails, or grasses over deeper water ¢ 10-12 rich buff eggs irregularly spotted 


Shape a> Location ge, \ 1}! 


taal 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat yw. ee Migration Migratory Weight 2.6 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


with browns and grays; ovate, 1.2 inches long. 
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amily RALLIDAE “Species Ga//inula chloropus | © 14 inches Wingspan 2()_23 inches 


COMMON MOORHEN 

‘This is a fairly tame 

chickenlike bird of ee 
freshwater marshes, pany peer es 
ponds, and lakes 
with heavy 
stands of cattails, 
rushes, sedges, 
and other 


—e red frontal 


shield 


brownish olive white “line” 
back @ on side 


aquatic vegetation. ee 
¢ SONG No with yellow 
musical sounds tip 


are produced. 
Vocalizations range 
from explosive, 
froglike Aups to loud, 
chickenlike grunts, clucks, 
and squeaks along with 
drawn-out whines and rapid 
thicket-thicket-thicket calls. 
® BEHAVIOR This noisy 
bird of the wetlands, unlike 
/most of the rail family, is 
often seen in the open 
walking over or climbing 
through aquatic vegetation. It 
swims with a pumping back-and- 
> forth motion of its head and neck. 
When walking it often flicks its tail up 
_and down, flashing the white undertail coverts 
with their dark center. Usually found in medium to large groups 
in which individuals can be aggressive toward other members in 
disputes over food, mates, or nesting areas. Feeds on aquatic 
» vegetation, snails, grasshoppers, and other invertebrates. 


red 


garter 


yellow feet 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


| AMERICAN COO 
~® BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary to semicolonial, some White bill; slate-gray 


| cooperative breeding. back; no white band 
| aa e : ‘ on flanks. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 18-22 days by both sexes. Precocial 
young stay in nest 40—50 days, fed by both parents and extra 
birds. 1-3 broods per year. 


Lh a 
rey ye 07/9 
Eo BREE, 


¢ POPULATION Common, \ } Sahay, S 


tS 


= 


but loss of wetlands has 
resulted in decline, especially 
in northern range. Still 
widespread; may be common 
Swift and strong direct flight when 


in goo arsh habitat. 
moving long distance. Weak and fluttering Nei d marsh habitat 


flight when moving very short distance. 


Often with ramp of vegetation ® made of bleached aquatic vegetation lined 
with grass ® on ground near water or low shrub over water ® built by both sexes 
¢ 2-13 cinnamon or buff eggs spotted with reddish brown or olive and overlaid 


with scattered fine dots, 1.7 inches long 


jumege Sexes similar. | Habitat yer came Migration Some migrate Weight 12.0 ounces 


ATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family RALLIDAE Species fry /icg americana Length 15 inches Wingspan 23_28 inches 


AMERICAN COOT 


his close relative of the gallinules and moorhens lives 


on open water and ts often mistaken for a duck. It 
pumps its small head back and forth like a chicken when 


eray-black 
head and 


walking or swimming and usually travels and feeds in 


flocks. A common and widely distributed species over -e reddish 


‘ P " neck e ” 
much of North America, the American Coot ts easily brown 
List hed by its overall slate-gray pluma which 1 frontal 

eulshe verall slate-er age, S 
distinguishes? OVC C-£ | aC . shield 
~ 
— Ta 
Sale-2Z7A\ DOdY @ \— 
| 
@ short 


white bill 


JUVENILE 


blacker on the head and neck, its white bill, and small reddish 
COMMON MOORHEN 


brown frontal shield. Juveniles are similar to adults but paler, 
Red shield; yellow- 


particularly on the underparts, with a darker bill. 


upped red bill; brown 
Y — . . . s 

e SONG Grunts, grating quacks, and hoarse chatters of £e-y7h back; white-tipped 
and &-rrk! or krek! Drawling &-yew-7 and laughing wah wahk or flank feathers form line 


kuk-kuk-kuk-kuk-kuk. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Feeds by immersing head and neck in shallows 


between flank and back 
¢ juvenile paler with 
white flank stripe. 


PURPLE GALLINULE 
Dark bluish purple 


with body and tail tipped up. May also pick food off surface. 
Dives 10-25 feet deep for fronds, leaves, seeds, and roots of 


aquatic plants, which make up most of diet. Also eats insects, ne semeniheess 


amphibians, mollusks, and small fish. Runs with wings flapping 
rapidly to gain flight from water. Often aggressive toward other 
waterbirds, chasing them nosily from its vicinity. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Pairs display in front of each 
other on water in courtship. Male also chases female across 


surtace of water. 


e NESTING Incubation 21—25 days by both sexes. Precocial 


Flight Pattern 


young abandon nest shortly 


‘Tended by both sexes. First 


after hatching and drying off. 


underparts; greenish 
brown back; yellow- 
tipped red bill; pale 
blue shield ¢ juvenile 
has olive-brown 
upperparts; pale brown 
underparts; dull 
yellowish bill. 


L 
| Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat cums 


Migration Migratory 


DATE 


TIME LOCATION 


io flight at 49-56 days. 1—2 broods 
a per year. 
- ® POPULATION Common to 
Fairly swift direct flight with rapid wing abundant. Has decreased in the 
eats and feet protruding beyond tail Kast in recent years. 
Nest Identification 
Made of dead stems ¢ lined with finer material ® floating and anchored to 
vegetation ® built by both sexes ¢ 2-12 pinkish buff eggs marked with blackish 
Shape po Location ga ‘IJ | 1.9 inches long 
pike. ptt OWN, inches long. 
pewewaan 


1.6 pounds 
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aay GRUIDAE p Length 34 48 inches | Wingspan 73_90 inches 


SANDHILL C RAN i dull red skin 


The five North American subspecies of this crane (plus one in On CrOWN 
Cuba) differ in size and intensity of coloration. ‘The small and lores 
southern sedentary populations are the most threatened. On 
the ground cranes look stately with long necks, heavy 
straight bills, long legs, “bustle” of tertials drooping over 
the tail, and upright stance. In flight they are 
distinguished from herons because the neck and head 
are extended and the slow downward wing beat is 
jerked quickly upward. ‘This bird may probe for 

food in mud that contains iron, which deposits 

on the bill and stains the feathers rusty- 
brown when the bird preens. 


¢ SONG Noisy trumpetlike 
£aro0-00-a-a-a-a;, Can Carry 

more than a mile. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Roosts 
communally at night in winter, 
standing on damp low land or 
in shallow water. Courtship 
dances in late winter and 
spring involve bounding 

6-8 feet into air with wings 

half spread and calling loudly. 
Eats variety of plants and 

} animals. In summer feeds in 
breeding marshes or nearby 
>meadows. Walks great distances 
for food. May soar on thermals and 
migrate so high it 1s invisible from the ground. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Thought to mate for life. me Te 
»@ NESTING Incubation 28-32 days by both sexes. Precocial Lacks “bustle”: aray 
‘young leave nest soon after hatching. First flight at 65 days. Xe upperparts; yellow bill; 
1 brood per year. dull ccaiisabi n legs; 
4 white head; elongated 
¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common and local. Stable black supercilium; flies 
or increasing, though vulnerable to habitat loss. with neck pulled back 
® CONSERVATION Killing and habitat loss to agriculture ee 
depleted southern numbers in the last two centuries. Degradation of 
habitat at major migration 
stopping points seriously 
impacting species. Mississippi 
Sandhill Crane National 
Wildlife Refuge houses most 
remaining Mississippi Sandhill 


‘ P ecies 


—e sraight 
blackish 
gray bill 


» whitish cheeks, 
chin, and upper 
throat 


‘e /ong neck 


ae gray body 


long blackish 


gray legs and feet 


WHOOPING CRANE 
Rare; larger; white; 


reddish black mustache; 


black primaries visible 
in flight. 


Heavy, labored, steady wing beats with : ; 5 
slow downstroke and rapid jerky upstroke. Cranes, and there ts an active 


Flies in V or straight line formation. propagation program. 


Dead sticks, moss, reeds, and grass ® built by both sexes ¢ 2 buff eggs 


marked with olive or 2 olive eggs marked with brown; subelliptical to long 


oval, 3.7—3.8 x 2.3 inches. 


Shape <> Location g¢¢ a AOA 


Habitat ies Migration Some migrate Weight eet pounds 


ATE TIME LOCATION __ 


umMage Sexes similar 
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Family GRUIDAE SPECIES Gyrus amer Length 52 inches Wingspan 87 inches 


WHOOPING CRANE ists 


‘The stately Whooping Crane is the skin On CrOWN 
tallest bird in North America and one 
of the most endangered. By 1941 white eyes 
only fifteen individuals wintering on 
the ‘lexas coast were left in the wild. 
ceoastuen an ae ae Ne blackish red mustache-like 

; wedve extends from bill below 
were discovered in Wood Buffalo eve to back of face 
National Park in Alberta in central 
Canada. Intensive conservation and 
management programs have slowly 
increased this flock to more than one 
hundred fifty individuals. ‘Vhe juvenile 
is white with a rusty red head and neck 
and has rusty red feathers scattered \ 
over rest of its body. 


long heavy dull 
yellow bill 


white overall 


e SONG Piercing trumpetlike se7-/o0 
ker-lee-loo that can be heard for more 
than 2 miles. ‘his volume is achieved 
by the 5-foot-long trachea coiled within 
the keel of the breast bone. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Eats fish, frogs, small 
mammals, mollusks, crustaceans, corn, 
other grains, and roots of water plants. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous; mates for 

life. In courtship dance, one of pair begins 

by lowering head and flapping wings. Bird 
leaps 3 feet in air with head back, bill pointed 


—e hlack wing tips 


long black 
legs and feet SANDHILL CRANE 
Smaller; lacks 
mustache; bare red skin 
also on forehead and 


lores; pale gray overall; 
black bill and legs; 
shows black primaries 
in flight. 


skyward, neck arched over back, legs stiff, and wings flapping. AMERICAN 
£ Manes : ; 4 WHITE PELICAN 
Mate runs forward a few steps, pumping head up and down and aie: 
. . = . . Larger; white with 
flapping wings. ‘Then both leap into air and bounce up and binok ouner secondunies: 
down. The silent dance ends as suddenly as it begins. On primaries, and upper 


primary coverts; short 
legs; flies with neck 
folded and long yellow- 
¢ NESTING Incubation 29-35 days by both sexes. Precocial orange bill resting 
young abandon nest soon after hatching; tended by both lithe at 

parents. First flight at approximately 80—90 days. 1 brood per year. 

@¢ POPULATION Increasing. 
Populations introduced in Idaho 
and Florida. 


© CONSERVATION 

Endangered, but public 

Topical or education as well as intensive 
ypical crane flight of slow downward : 

wing beat with powerful flick or jerk on management and protection 

upbeat. Flies in V formation in migration. programs, slowly succeeding. 


wintering grounds do not form flocks but maintain family 
groups of 3-4 birds and hold winter territory. 


| Soft or coarse grass, reeds, or sod @ built on a mound by both sexes 


¢ 1-3 cream-olive buff eggs marked with brown; ovate or elliptical ovate, 


3.9 x 2.5 inches. 


Shape a> Location mms ££¥ ul 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat yo Migration Migrator Weight 12.8 pounds 
g ty p 


DATE TIME LOCATION \ 


amily CHARADRITDAE 


BLACK-BELLIED PLOVER 
‘The largest of the North American plovers, this 
stocky bird has a cautious nature and tends to 
travel in flocks, which helped it survive 

during a period when many plovers were 
destroyed by market hunters. ‘This is 

the grayest of all the New World 
)| plovers in both breeding and 

|| winter plumages. In flight it 

|| shows a bold white wing 

stripe, white uppertail 

}| coverts, and black 

}) axillars. Seen on 


gray-spotted 


SNO®W-white 


mudflats in winter, this 
tail coverts 


bird is distinguished by its 

larger size, stout black bill, 
jjand gray plumage. 
'¢ SONG Long melancholy 
)triple-note whistle, //ee-00-ece 
or pee-oo-ee, with second note 
lower-pitched. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Feeds along 
seacoasts on broad tidal sand, 
mudflats, or in salt marshes. Eats marine 

/orms, insects, small mollusks, and crustaceans. 


}\¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 


/@ NESTING Incubation 26-27 days by both sexes. Young 
‘precocial; leave nest soon after hatching. ‘Tended by both sexes 
for 14 days, then by male only. First flight at 23-35 days. 


i 
|\1 brood per year. 


re POPULATION Uncommon to common migrant on both 
‘oasts and in Great Lakes; uncommon to rare elsewhere in interior. 
On tundra breeding grounds 
cycles between uncommon, 
common, and rare. Difficult to 
detect population trends. 

¢ CONSERVATION Stopover 
staging areas for foraging 
migrants important to 
population stability. 


\ \ 


Shape -»¢ LOCATION mmm 


Species P/yxialis squatarola 


black upperparts e 


‘Tundra moss ® lined with dried grasses, moss, and iichens ® on dry ground with 
good visibility © male begins scrape; lined by female ¢ 3—5 gray, green, whitish, 


or brown eggs spotted and scrawled with dark brown and black, 2 inches long. 


LOCATION 
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Length 11.5-13 inches | Winespan 22_95 inches 


white s7ipe over 
eyes extends down 
sides of neck @ gray-white 
» crown and 


oN 
\ @ forchead 


@ short stout 


blac b bill 


e blac fh lace, chin, 
and throat 


—— Mlack breast 
and belly 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


AMERICAN 
GOLDEN-PLOVER 
Winter adults and 
juveniles are smaller; 
long primary projection 
beyond tertials and tail; 
dusky underwings and 
axillars; in flight show 
uniform upperparts with 
indistinct, narrow 
whitish wing stripe. 


PACIFIC 
GOLDEN-PLOVER 
Winter adults and 
juveniles are smaller; 
smaller black bill; buff 
cast to plumage; buff 
spots and bars on 


underparts. 
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Length 10— 


Family QHARADRIIDAE Species P/yzja/is dominica 11 inches 


Wingspan 48_22.5 inches 


L 


AMERICAN GOLDEN-PLOVER 


[his expert long-distance migrant flies 


ata rate of sixty miles per hour and 


covers thousands of miles per yeat 
between Arctic tundra nesting 

© broad white stripe over 
eves and forehead extends 
dow ] sides of NEC b 


grounds and winter quarters as Lb} 
far away as Argentina. Once upperpart 


dd ppled 


an abundant bird, the profusely with 
j © black face 


sat an @ -n-Plove 
\merican Golden-Plover iy ee 


was almost eradicted by 
market hunters during 
the late 1800s. 

Winter adults and 


© black breast 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


juveniles are brown 
° Jy] 4 ¢ 

overall with darker @ black unde parts, 
mcludine undertail 


COVETTS 


Similar Birds | 
PACIFIC GOLDEN- 


PLOVER 


Longer tertials; 


upperparts than 


underparts and lack the 
distinctive black-and-white 


markings. In flight in all shorter primary 

plumages the uppertail coverts pralesiet * youenues 
1 | | a —_— and winter birds 

ane _ are the same Color, the appear golden yellow 

underwings are gray throughout, overall with spangling 

and there 1s an indistinct pale wing and spotting on 
: su : . . . . upperparts; less 

stripe. Primaries of standing birds extend well past the tail. 

® SONG Shrieking fu-wheep or quee-dle. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Often flies in small swiftly moving flocks. Holds 


wings above back after alighting; often bobs head. Feeds on 


contrasting crown. 


MOUNTAIN PLOVER 
Plainer overall 

without markings on 
; : ce Ts , lower breast or belly; 
insects (mostly grasshoppers, crickets, and larvae), small ile es 
mollusks, and crustaceans. On tundra often gorges on crowberry . 
BLACK-BELLIED 


PLOVER 
In winter plumage 
has black axillaries; 


In preparation for autumn migration. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 26-27 days by both sexes in turn; male 


. ; . white rump. 
by day, female at night. Precocial young abandon nest soon after 


hatching. Lended by both sexes. First flight at 21-24 days. 
¢ POPULATION Uncommon. 


Flight Pattern can 
May be limited because of 


+t > habitat loss on South American 
winter range; perhaps never 
- — fully recovered from 19th- 
Swift strong direct flight on steady rapid : : 
century market hunting. 


1 brood per year. 


wing beats. Flies in tight flocks that 


constantly change shape 


Nest Identification 


Lined with lichens, moss, grass, and leaves ® on ground in tundra ¢ built by male 


¢ 3—4 cinnamon to light buff or cream eggs marked with black and brown spots 
Shape 


~9e- 


Location wie 


and blotches, 1.9 inches long. 


Plumage Habitat 


Sexes similar 


DATE. TIME LOCATION = 
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amily CHARADRIIDAE Species Piyvialis fulva Length 9.75 inches | Wingspan 18 inches 


PACIFIC GOLDEN-PLOVER ee ae 


[he smallest of the Golden-Plovers forehead over eye and 
: a fs ; ‘ : behind face; along side of 
is most likely to be seen in the 

ass ) : neck, sides, and flanks; and 
Pacific Coast states of North a Bhi nederiail (iearke 
_ America in winter. It breeds on 
_the coast and river valleys of 
northwestern Alaska and 
winters in southern Asia 
‘ P ry Danifinr 
and on many Pacific Bock aee a 
islands, including the and throat 
Hawaiian Islands — a 
feat requiring pinpoint 
navigational skills. If 
grassland or coastal roosting 
sites are unavailable, these 
plovers may roost on flat roofs 


thick 
black bill 


bright golden 
spangling and spotting 
@ On Upperparts 


4 


‘ * 
ee ee a ee a a eee 


black underparts 


. © white or nk 
to undertail tite on flanks 


——s 


| of buildings. In winter plumage coverts and undertail 
z as COVETTS 
| bird has mottled tawny-buff 
and brown upperparts, and long grayish e—— 
~~ whitish buff underparts black legs 


with spots and bars. 
¢ SONG Repeated, 
plaintive /ece-chewee; 
}, also loud chu-wheet. 
| ¢ BEHAVIOR 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


dusky-black ~~ 


E : a postocular 
Eats variety of stripe and 
‘invertebrates, rear edge of ee 


GOLDEN-PLOVER 
In winter dark streaking 


|,seeds, and berries. CGP COUETES 


Feeds in small 
flocks, often 


and tipping on breast 


face, chin, 
throat, and 


feathers is broader and 


associating with upper wank forms mottled or barred 
if her st shige white with tiny more EXLENSTOC pattern; duller in color; 
other shorebirds. : white feathering on primaries extend well 


black flecking 


sides, flanks, and beyond tail when 
undertail coverts standing; shorter bill 


Makes short runs 
and stops and quickly stabs 
at ground during feeding. 


and legs ¢ in breeding 
tae 


plumage white stripe 
te BREEDING Monogamous. stops on side of neck; 


black undertail coverts. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 25 days by both sexes. Precocial young 
abandon nest shortly after hatching. ‘Tended by both sexes but 
find own food. First flight at 
26-28 days. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon 
to casual along Pacific Coast in 
winter. Common to fairly 
common on breeding grounds 
in western Alaska and Siberia. 


| Plight Pattern 


\\ 


; ie hy a 6) 
t Td ntification 


Lined with lichens, moss, grass, and dead leaves ® built by male ® 4 whitish to 


buff, cinnamon-buff, creamy buff, greenish buff, or ivory-yellow eggs heavily 


Shape ae LOCATION mms iiss Lik marked with dark black or brown; ovate pyriform, 1.9 inches long 


Habitat Migration Migratory Weight 5 4 ounces 


SATE J a TIME___ LOCATION 
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Family CHARADRIIDAE 


MONGOLIAN PLOVER ; | 
Sometimes called the Lesser Sandplover. Like _ | 


other plovers this bird uses a distraction display to 


7 : 
Jus \ “enéth 7_8 inches Wingspan 15_16 inches 


cinnamon band 
across breast 
and nape @ 


lure intruders away from its eggs. ‘Vhe broad 


cinnamon breast, which separates its white throat black forecrown 


from its belly, is narrower and darker in winter. In 

winter birds are grayish with white underparts, — sandy gray 
gray patches on each side of the breast, dark upperparts 
lores, and a smudge on the ear. Kemales 


white forehead 
and cheeks 


black 
resemble males but have duller hill 
plumage. Juveniles are similar 
black line 


to winter adults but have 
a buff breast band. 

e SONG Soft 
kruit-kruit. 

¢ BEHAVIOR 
leeds on insects and 
other invertebrates. Highly 
gregarious in nonbreeding 
season, often gathering in 
large flocks on wintering 
grounds in India, Africa, gray 


from bill through 
eye and onto ear 


white chin 
and throat 


black legs 


and Asia and during forehead, 

: : a crown, and 
migration. Prefers tundra nape washed narrow white supercitiary line 
and alpine tundra for with rufous widens in front of eye 


nesting; winters on coastal 

tidal flats, estuaries, and 

sandy beaches. 

¢ BREEDING pr iastoigels 
throat, and 

Monogamous. underparts 

¢ NESTING Incubation 

24-27 days by both sexes. 

Young precocial; leave nest 


en gray upperparts WINTER 

. PLUMAGE % 
grayish loral mask extends 
to auriulars 


pale rufous 
breast band gray tail with 


LITTLE 


soon after hatching. ‘lended white outer 
by both parents but feed webs on outer RINGED PLOVER 


~ tail feathers —— Juveniles similar; pale 


themselves. First flight at 
legs; white collar. 


26-31 days. 1-2 broods FEMALE 
per year. 


Flight Pattern | @ POPULATION Casual along 
= West Coast; casual in summer in 
western and northern Alaska 
where it has nested; accidental 
in eastern North America; rare 
migrant on Aleutians and 


Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats. 2 =a 
islands off western Alaska. 


Nest Identification 


Lined with dried vegetation and seeds ® shallow hollow in ground near high- 
water mark ® 2—3 cinnamon-buff to olive-buff eggs evenly spotted with dark 


Shape se LOCAtION mam spxsig brown and black; pyriform, 1.4 inches long. 


Plumage Gases difter Habitat Qa Nee Migration Migratory Weight 2 () ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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| Length 67 inches | Wingspan 13.5 inches 


SNOWY PLOVER 


‘The smallest and whitest of the 

North American plovers inhabits 

barren sandy beaches. Unlike 

all other “ringed” plovers sand-colored 
in North America, breast upperparts 
band is never complete. 
Females and juveniles 
resemble males 

except for 


smaller 
lighter 
breast 
band 


black 
forehead 


long thin 

black bill 

sand-colored 
upperparts black 
patch 


—® black 


forehead 


long 
thin black 
bill 


“=e large dark 
breast band 


their smaller 
_ lighter breast 

bands. Adults have a 
> blackish forehead with a dark 
patch behind the eye. legs 
¢ SONG Soft 47wt and a mellow 

kuwheet or pee-e-et. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Feeds like Sanderlings, eae Gr Sins, oe 
chasing waves in and out to glean small ee tenes 
crustaceans and soft invertebrates from the wet 
sand. Inland foraging birds add small insects to their 


JUVENILE 


PIPING PLOVER 
Breeding plumage has 
complete breast band, 


> diets. Gathers in flocks in nonbreeding season. ‘Tends to ‘ yellow bill with black 
| ; : = a ree 

_tun away rapidly when approached on open flats. tip; yellow legs and 
fs Dy agate feet; no dark ear patch 

,* BREEDING Monogamous; some individuals polygamous. ‘ ea a See tS 


¢ NESTING Incubation 24-32 days by both sexes. Young fed bill, but larger; legs and 
: : ; feet dark but not black; 
by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 


¢ POPULATION Rare. Declining in some areas, especially 
Gulf Coast and parts of Pacific Coast. 

¢ CONSERVATION Human 
disturbance on beaches often 
causes failed nesting attempts. 

Considered threatened in parts 
of range. Declining populations 
have prompted management by 
Direct flight with swift, rapid wing beats. state and federal agencies. 


lacks dark ear patch. 


Lined with bits of shell, grass, and pebbles by female ¢ marked with twigs and 
debris ® built by male ¢ very often on edge of Least Tern colonies, whose eggs 
look remarkably similar ® 2—3 pale, buff eggs dotted, spotted, and scrawled with 
black or gray; conical to elliptical, 1.2 inches long. 


Migration Some migrate Weight 1.4 ounces 


PATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape -ee Location em xis 


Sexes differ 
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Family OF ARADRUDAE hua , nia | ‘eneth 7_8 inches Wingspan 1416 inches 


WILSON’S PLOVER 


ike other plovers, if a human intrudes upon its nest, the 


female will dash around, pretending to scrape various 
MNG\ have CIHNHAMON- 


huff ear patch in 


the “crippled bird” act to lure predators away @ breeding season 
| 


nests, to distract the trespasser. Both sexes perform 


trom the nest. ‘This coastal species flies | 
| dark sandy 


—_——e frown crown 


effortlessly, yet if presented with danger 
on land it usually runs down the ied P 
‘ ; z a GAaTR SANA) 

beach instead of flying. ‘Vhe brown nape and 
duller-colored female is similar upperparts @ 
to the male but has a brown 


neck band, forecrown, and 


heavy long 


—_—§e black bill 


lores. Juveniles resemble 
females, but have 
scalier upperparts. 


—__—__e broad black to 
brown neck band | 
(depending on season) 


© white 
underparts 


» pinkish legs and feet 
¢ SONG Abrasive whistle, 
wheet or whip. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Feeds on 


; : SEMIPALMATED 
small crustaceans, marine 


PLOVER 


worms, Insects, small Smaller; shorter, stubby 


mollusks, and aquatic 
larvae. Lives primarily 
on beaches, shores, and 
mudflats and nests above 
high-tide line. Often found near river mouths and inlets. 


bill; orange legs; shorter, 
narrower eye stripe; 
narrower breast band. 


KILLDEER 

Larger; red eye ring; 
slender black bill; 

2 black bands across 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Scrape making is part of male’s 
courtship performance. He scrapes a hollow and invites female 
to join him. 


chest; gray-brown 
upperparts; bright 
rufous-orange rump and 
¢ NESTING Incubation 23-25 days by both sexes. Young leave uppertail coverts; long 

: . te ee ie 5 , . rounded tail with black 
nest soon after hatching. First flight at 21 days. Young feed saihuaenetinl eat 
themselves, but tended by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 


® POPULATION Fairly common to uncommon. Declining 
because of habitat loss and 
increased human disturbances 
during nesting season. 

® CONSERVATION Some 
efforts are being made to 

Swift direcr flight with rapid wing restrict public access to beach 
beats. Flocks fly in circles low over nesting areas. 


beach and water 


Sparse lining of pebbles, shell pieces, grass, and debris ® on ground ¢ male 
makes several scrapes; female chooses one ¢ 2—3 buff eggs blotched with brown 
Shape -ge- LOCATION mmm ix and black, 1.4 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat rag Migration Migratory Weight 1.9 ounces 


DATE _ : __ TIME LOCATION 
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amily GHARADRITDAE >PECIES Chara | } Lenéth 7.5 inches Wingspan 15 inches 


COMMON RINGED PLOVER 


Small, bulky, and sporting a single band across its well-defined white 
breast, the Common Ringed Plover is almost superciliary stripe 


| 


indistinguishable from the Semipalmated 
Plover. Morphologically, there 1s no easy 
way to distinguish the two species unless 
you have them in hand (this species 
has little or no webbing 
between the toes), 

| but they have 

very different 


© white 
forehead 


brown e : — ; 
upperparts 


OTANLE 
yellow bill 
with black “ip 


© single dark 
breast band 


voices. Female is 
similar to male but has 
brownish ear coverts and a 
blackish brown breast band 
year-round. In North America 
the Common Ringed Plover 
is normally found only in the 
»extreme northeastern Arctic. 
In the fall these birds return 
via Greenland to the Old 
World to winter in Africa. chee 


i e SONG A soft fluted disyllabic Shorter bill; webbing 


tu-lee or too-ie. ‘ between toes; thinner 
breast band; smaller 


© while underparts 


 orange-yellow legs and feet 


SEMIPALMATED 


+) ¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Frequents coastal mudflats and se atiauallasud cache 
: a nee auricular patch; shorter 
sandy, pebbly seashores. Eats worms, aquatic insects, superciliary line. 
crustaceans, and mollusks. Normally wary and alert but at ee 
sometimes allows fairly close approach. Performs vigorous PLOVER 
»distraction display with “crippled bird” act to lead intruders ee,  >maliiler; lacks clear 
‘away from nest. In winter may occur inland on lakeshores and one eens eat 


: 3 ‘ yellow eye ring; dull 
river banks, or in cultivated fields and meadows 


pink legs; narrower 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Gregarious. breast band. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 23-25 days by both sexes. Precocial 
young leave nest shortly after 
hatching. ‘tended by both 
sexes. First flight at 24 days. 
1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Breeds in 
eastern Arctic. Casual to rare 
spring migrant on western 
Alaskan islands. 


| Depression in beach sand ® lined with bits of shetis and driftwood, small 
pebbles, and rabbit droppings ® above high-water mark on seashore ® 3—4 buff 


Shape yg» Location 4 o—_— eggs lightly spotted with brown or black, elliptical, 1.3 inches long. 


Habitat ran Migration Migratory Weight 1.0 ounce 


ATE TIME_ LOCATION _..__ 
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Family CHARADRIDAE | SP&°leS Charadrius semipalmatus |'*°8" 7 inches | 


SEMIPALMATED PLOVER bucks 


Migrating throughout the continent, flocks of these sienancean aids de 
plovers often assemble near the water at sundown reduced or absent 

to roost with their heads tucked into their when breeding) 
feathers. ‘his small shorebird migrates by day or 
night, and some are killed during night migration 


Wingspan 4 4_15.25 inche 


Orange 
eye ring 


black-tipped 
orange bill 
when they strike lighthouses. Note the short 


black-tipped orange bill, single breast 

band, yellow-orange legs, and 

upperparts the color of wet sand. dark brown 
In winter the bill is entirely black, aan Re 
and the breast band turns gray- 
brown. In flight this plover 
shows a white wing 
stripe and white 


single dark 
breast band 


white 
a. —______@ underparts 


_@, PIPING PLOVER 
Ny Pale silvery sandy 
“upperparts; stubbier bill; 
‘we: whitish lores; broader 


outer tail corners. 
Juveniles are similar to 


the winter adult but yellow or white wing stripe; more 
with darker, duller orange legs contrasting distal band 


colored legs. on tail. 

e SONG Clear whistled ess webbing «_ WILSON’s PLOVER 
MLWEEN 10€S 7 Larger; larger black bill; 

PASO-EL, hth eae (visible only at og iT single broad black or " 

or /yoo-eep. very close range) were wom —_gray-brown breast band; 


fleshy pink legs and feet. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Runs on sand 
with head erect, then suddenly 
probes ground. Along seashore eats small 


COMMON 
RINGED PLOVER 


dke : ae ; : of . ie Larger; visible webbing 
mollusks, marine worms, small crustaceans, and eggs of marine in 
. ; : . : . : ) between outer and 
animals. In migration often feeds in mixed flocks with other iaiddle dacs but cut 
shorebirds, usually in wet sand or mud near water’s edge. between inner and 
are : . middle toes; broader 
e om 6) x ‘ . aly ic . ; 
BREEDING Monogamous. Loosely colonial. feriaet hand: longer wities 
¢ NESTING Incubation 23-25 days by both sexes. Precocial superciliary stripe; 


young leave nest soon after hatching. First flight at 23-31 days. piitgat eal. 


Young feed themselves but tended by both sexes. Has 1 brood 
per year. 

: Flight Pattern 7 ¢ POPULATION Common in 
. migration and on breeding 
grounds. Numbers seriously 
depleted by unrestricted 
shooting in late 19th century 
but has recovered well. 


Strong direct flight with rapid wing 
beats. Sometimes flies in small fast- 


wheeling flocks. 


Nest Identification 


Shape -ee- Location .5 -_— 


Lined with shell fragments or grasses ® on ground ® built by male ¢ 3-4 
olive-buff to olive-brown eggs marked with dark brown or black; pyriform, 


1.3 inches long. 


Habitat an sees Migration Migratory 


DATE _ TIME LOCATION 


Plumage Coxes similar Weight 1.7 ounces 
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WS Length 7.25 inches | Wingspan 4415.5 inches 


PIPING PLOVER 


‘This plover is difficult to spot until it moves, as its 
plumage blends in with the dry summer sand 
along the Atlantic Coast and south shores of the 
Great Lakes region. Endemic to central and 
eastern North America, and once common 
~on beaches, this bird is now endangered sandy buff 
because of human activity and overall 
disturbance during nesting season. ™ oe 
Note the dry sand color of the ; i | ie bloak tip 
upperparts, the yellow legs, and 
in flight the white wing stripe 
and white rump with : 
contrasting black tail fr z : narrow blackish 
tip. Winter plumaged il breast band (may 
birds have a iit be incomplete in 
: — v ee : females and East 
blackish orange — Eee ' ‘Coast birds) 
bill, darker duller . 
orange legs, and 
the sandy breast yellow-orange 
band may be broken. HES Oe fee 
Juveniles are similar to 
winter adults. 
¢ SONG Clear peep-/o. . 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious in post-breeding seasons, but WINTER 
territorial when nesting. Sprints, then stops to inspect sand with PLUMAGE 
head cocked to one side; picks food off ground. Eats fly larvae, 7 Ma), wo ee 
_beetles, crustaceans, and marine worms. Often feeds higher on a idciaas tes = 
the beach (where upperparts more closely match sand) than SEMIPALMATED 
other small plovers. In migration feeds in mixed flocks with EROVER 


; Dark brown upperparts 
other shorebirds. the color of wet sand; 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Loosely colonial. Territorial dark rump in flight. 
“during breeding season. SNOWY PLOVER 
»® NESTING Incubation 26-28 days by both sexes. Precocial soy nae a 
young stay in nest 20-35 days. Fed by both sexes. Has 1 brood i darks breast parches: 
per year. lacks white rump patch 
© POPULATION Uncommon to rare and declining in many sin a 
parts of range, especially in Midwest and Great Lakes. Uncommon 
migrant inland. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Endangered; almost eliminated 
as a breeder in Great Lakes 
region due to human activity on 
Wild direct flight with twists and turns beaches. Irregular aie a 
and rapid steady wing beats; often in vater release from dams affects 
small flocks. nesting on interior rivers. 


white forehead 
and lores 


white 
underparts 


Lined with broken shells, small stones, or driftwood ¢ on sandy shore of lake 
or ocean well above high-water mark ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 3-4 pale buff 
eggs blotched with black and dark brown; short oval to short pyriform, 

1.2 inches long. 


Habitat ran | Migration Migratory Weight 1.9 ounces 


PATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape -o¢- Location yi —-_— 
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LITTLE RINGED PLOVER [~ 


A common and widespread Old World shorebird, 


the Little Ringed Plover ts a casual spring we... | 
migrant in the western Aleutians. It is similar ~ | 
in appearance, but smaller than the New bright yellow 

a Rk ak ce 8 ie oaie 
World's Semipalmated Ploy er. Phe thinner dock ape alles 
black bill easily distinguishes it from its brown iris @ 


North American relative. In 
flight, unlike most small 


white stripe between 

' black forehead and 

plovers, it shows 5 . +e brown forecrown 
brownish gray 


upperparts 


Ne thin blackish 
_—— bill with yellow at 
white-tipped base of mandible 


9 primary feathers 
/ 


© white 
underparts 


no wing bar. Seen 
closely, the small size 
and bright yellow eve 
ring distinguish this plover 

from similar sandy brown- 
backed plovers. Winter adults 
and juveniles show brown, not 
black, forehead and breast band. 
¢ SONG Lucid disyllabic call of PE E-b0 

or pee-u, falling in pitch. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Wary. Eats primarily insects but takes some 
other invertebrates. Mostly solitary. May join with flocks of less 
than 14 birds, but rarely joins large flocks of other shorebirds. 


yellowish or 
pinkish legs 


COMMON 
ay RINGED PLOVER 
Ss Lacks bright yellow eye 
ring; larger; distinctive 
wing bar; white line 
covers entire forehead; 
yellow-orange bill with 
black tp. 


SEMIPALMATED 
PLOVER 

Larger; white wing bar 
in flight; yellow-orange 
bill with black tip; lacks 
white line behind black 
forehead; lacks bright 
yellow eye-ring; 
webbing between toes. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Small colonies or semicolonial. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 24-25 days by both sexes. Precocial 
young leave nest day of 
hatching; tended by both sexes, 
feed themselves. First flight at 
24-27 days. 1-2 broods per year. 
@ POPULATION Casual spring 
migrant to western Aleutians. 
Fairly common to common in 
native Eurasia. 


Lined with cattails ¢ in sand ¢ 4 yellowish eggs with small dark spots; pyriform, 


> inche y 
Shape -se- Location oe 1.2 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat see ye Lo Ney | Migration Migratory Weight 1.4 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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acter | Length 910.5 inches | Wingspan 49_21 inches 


aMilY CHARADRUDAE 


KILLDEER 
Named for its distinctive call, this bird is the 

largest of the ringed plovers and the only double- 

banded plover within its range. Perhaps the 

most familiar shorebird in North 

America, in summer it 1s gray-brown 
found across almost the red eve upperparts 
entire continent south WG a, 
of the tundra. In 
flight note the long 
pointed wings with 
| long white stripe and aie 
»| the rufous-gold rump hill 

| and long tail with 

| subterminal black tail 

band. Juveniles are 

similar in appearance but 

have only one black band white underparts 
|| across the chest. < nel ; 
| bands across chest 
e SONG Loud cry, &7//-dee 

| or &i/l-deear or kill-deeah-dee- 

|| dee. And ascending dee-ee. 

|| Also long trilled #7777rrr 

‘during display or when 

young are threatened. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Alternately runs, 
then stands still as though to look or 


long rounded tail with 
black subterminal 
hand and white tip 


bright rufous- 
orange rump and 
uppertail coverts 


a 


creamy pink 
legs and feet 


} listen, then dabs suddenly with bill at 

| ground. More than 98 percent of food consists of insects from SEMIPALMATED 

i 5 a3 - ) : 
riverbanks, golf courses, fields, and even lawns. Runs well. es 

{ I dea | 3 . " ee Smaller; single breast 

| Leads intruders away from nest and young with “broken wing Gandemaip-and ail 
act, fr calls, one or both wings dragging, tail spread, anc same color as back; 

},act, rapid calls, one or both wings dragging, tail spread | lor as back 

|, often limping or listing to one side. Once lured far enough from yellow-orange legs. 

qh “ce © ” . “ce ” . 7 ; 

the nest/young, the “crippled” bird suddenly “heals” and flies WILSON’S PLOVER 

| ‘away, calling all the while. ; Smaller; single breast 
i . va 9 : band; brown back, 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Often returns to rump, and tail; large 


same mate and breeding site. black bill. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 24—28 days by both sexes. Young leave 
nest soon after hatching and 
feed themselves, but tended by 
parents. First flight at 25 days. 
2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Abundant to 
common in the northernmost 
regions of the range. 


Flies in wavering erratic manner on 
territory. Capable of direct swift flight. 


Unlined or lined with pebbles, grass, and twigs ¢ on ground with good visibility 


© built by male ¢ 3—5 buff eggs with black and brown blotches; oval to pyriform, 


Shape -»¢- Location jyi4 gee — typically quite pointed; 1.4 inches long. 


Make Sexes similar | Mabitat eee Ooo vex Nam | Migration Mipratory Weight 3.2 ounces 


VATE TIME. LOCATION 
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Family CHARADRIIDAE 


MOUNTAIN PLOVER 


[his fast-running pale brown plover is one of few shorebirds | 


that lives in dry regions away from water. Its sand-colored | 
back and buffy white underparts and breast help black frontal 


distinguish this large plover and also blend it perfectly crown bar 


black forecrown has white 
into the arid grasslands it calls home. In flight note forehead stripe over eyes 
the black-tipped tail, thin white wing stripe, and 
the white undersides of the wings. In winter black lores 
the sandy buff breast is more extensive. 
e SONG Variable. Slightly rasping dry 
krehrr, a clipped dry sep, and a slightly 
reedy kr7ip or krreek. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Eats grasshoppers, 
beetles, flies, crickets, and other 
insects. Protective of its eggs. 
Will fly up into the face of 
cattle or other intruder 

or try to lure them 
away with the 
crippled-bird 


sandy brown 


back 


slim blackish or 
brownish bill 


sandy buff 
breast 


fairly long pale 
we brownish yellow legs 
black tail band 

with white border 


AMERICAN GOLDEN- 
PLOVER 

Winter adult and 
juvenile @ slightly 
larger; darker legs; 
darker gray plumage 


display. Forms small flocks on the 
wintering grounds. 

¢ BREEDING Mostly monogamous; 
some polygamous. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 28-31 days by both sexes. After laying conspicuously spotted 
first set of eggs, which are incubated by male, female lays and and notched on 
incubates second set. First flight at 33-34 days. Precocial young ice peta 

feed themselves, tended by both sexes. 2 broods per year. underwings and 

© POPULATION Uncommon to casual. auxiliaries; lacks black | _ 


and white on tail. 


¢ CONSERVATION Has disappeared from much of former 
breeding range due to the land’s conversion to farmland and range 
land for cattle that often 
overgraze it. Decline also linked 
to decline of prairie dog 
population, because plovers use 
the mounds around the 
entrances to old prairie dog 
burrows for nests. 


Flight Pattern 


Short flights on breeding grounds with few 


rapid wing flutters between short glides. 


Direct flight with rapid steady wing beats 


for longer distances or in migration. 


Nest Identification Scant lining of rootlets and dried grass, often added during incubation @ flat 
- open ground between hummocks, occasionally amid cacti or scattered shrubs 
¢ built by male ¢ 2-4 olive-buff eggs, with many black marks and wreathed; 
blunt pyriform, 1.5 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat (@ Migration Migratory Weight 3.6 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape -ee- LOCATION cums 
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Aer hip oc cael ; ; ‘ A 
Family CHARADRIDAE SPECIES Charadrius | Length 8.5 inches Wingspan 17 inches 


EURASIAN DOTTEREL 


. . " ‘ My 
Like the phalaropes, the female Eurasian J, 
black crown @ G 


Dotterel is brighter plumaged than 
the male. ‘This chubby medium- 
| sized shorebird ts generally tame white eye stripes & 
during all seasons and can be meet at back of 
identified by its long clear- (TOWN 
white superciliary stripe, 
which meets in a V at the 
nape, and its narrow slate-gray neck e—— 
whitish breast band. In and back 
flight it looks dark with 
the white axillaries and 
underwing coverts 
contrasting with the 
dusky flanks and belly. 
The tail is tipped and 
edged white, and the 
white shaft of the 
outer primary also 
provides a flash at the 
wing-tip. Juveniles are 
buffy brown with a 
narrow pale breast band 
and buff supercilium. 


e SONG Usually silent. A 
whistled pweer-pweet-pweet. When 
alarmed, call is a loud trill. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious in winter. When disturbed by : 
intruder at nest site, the male performs a distraction display. AMERICAN 

Feeds on invertebrates, primarily insects, but also worms and \ GOLDEN-PLOVER 
‘mollusks. In winter this bird prefers dry sandy or stony areas on sami ane noe : 
se ? ; juvenile @ larger, dark 
high plateaus. legs and feet; lacks pale 
¢ BREEDING Polyandrous. Female usually leaves incubation Dros? band orperes ty 
‘of clutch to male and may find a second or even a third mate. not meer on Gape: lacks 
Female helps last mate of season with incubation and young. dusky gray flanks and 
¢ NESTING Incubation 24—28 days by male. Precocial young ages oF Diesel. 

leave nest shortly after hatching; tended by male (sometimes 

also female), but feed 
themselves; first flight at 

| es 25-30 days. 1-2 broods per year. 
P=-—-------~-__~_~_____ ¢ POPULATION Uncommon. 
A sporadic breeder in 
northwestern Alaska; casual 
along West Coast in fall. 


Uy 
4m, 


“ip 


\ Ne short black bill 


“oe white face, chin, 


and throat 


—e slate-gray breast 
with narrow 


FEMALE whitish band 


© rusty underparts 


black belly 


short yellow 
legs 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


stripe shorter and does 


| Strong swift direct flight on rapidly 


beating wings. 


= Deep depression, leaf- and lichen-lined ® plateatis and mountain slopes below 


highest tops ® 3 eggs, brownish olive, with large irregular black spots; blunt 


Shape -»e- Location umm jixiiz pyriform, 1.7 inches long. 


Habitat 2 sve Migration Migratory Weight 3.5 ounces 


ATE TIME LOCATION 
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AMERICAN OYSTERCATCHER 


Like all oystercatchers, this bird uses its three- to four- 


Family EF] AEMATOPODIDAE 


inch, laterally compressed, sharp chisel-tipped bill to pry 


open shells for food, but it sometimes hammers 
black head 


and chips them open as well. ‘Vhe largest 
oystercatcher is coastal in all 


seasons; only vagrants are brownish back @ _—* yellow eyes 


seen inland. 
long red- 

orange bill 
dark brown 
tail end @ 


© black neck 


white wing & i — | * 
> o white vn © white underparts 
patches long . hit ail . / 
wing stripe 4 ; 
ShOw’S In flight x ' 
‘ a one 
In flight it shows large Se 
white patches on the wings ‘ . 
. ; ——e pink legs 
and base of the upper tail. a eS 
and feet Np 
Juveniles have a black-tipped at 


dark red bill, brown head and Se 


neck, and scaly brown underparts. 

© SONG Kleep, wheep, or peep. Makes loud erik, erik, 
crik when it takes flight. “Spronriemci 
OYSTERCATCHER 
Longer white wing 


¢ BEHAVIOR Wary; usually does not allow close approach. 
Kats oysters, clams, and other bivalves; also small sea urchins, 
marine worms, and starfish. Usually solitary or in pairs or family 


patches; black 
upperparts; white 


groups; never in large flocks. Often feeds with other birds. back, rump, and tail: 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. black tail band; 
¢ NESTING Incubation 24-29 days by both sexes. Precocial agar lai 
young leave nest shortly after hatching. First flight at about a 

5 weeks. ‘Tended by both sexes. 1 brood per year. OYSTERCATCHER 
¢ POPULATION Uncommon or rare resident in most of coastal Smaller; enurcly 


dark body; no white 


North America from southern California to Pacific Coast of ewes 


Mexico and from Gulf Coast of Mexico to Maryland. In summer 
expanding breeding range in the Northeast to Cape Cod. 
® CONSERVATION Declined 

Flight Pattern in late 19th century principally 
7 = because of overshooting; 
however, protection by law 
helped population recover and 
species currently is expanding 
back into some of its former 
range in the Northeast. 


Nest Identification Rimmed with shells ® usually unlined ¢ small hills of sand on dry flat beaches 


© above high-water line © built by both sexes © 1—4 buff-gray eggs often with 
Shape -6- LOCAtION gummmm jssiisig dark brown speckles; ovoid, 2.2 inches long. 


Habitat aa, Migration Most do not migrate | “e'8ht 1.4 pounds 


DATE TIME. LOCATION 


Rapid strong swift direct flight. 


Plumage Sexes similar 
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iY HAEMOTOPODIDAE | SPE*€S Haematopus bachmani |©"8" 17.5 inches | WinesPan 3035 inches 


BLACK OYSTERCATCHER 
John James Audubon gave this 

joystercatcher its species name to honor 

his friend, Reverend John Bachman of 


‘Charleston, South Carolina. ‘Vhis stocky OTANLE CYC @ 
TUNG 


yellow eyes @ 


bird’s mostly blackish brown coloring 
can make it difficult to spot against 
the dark rocks along the Pacific 
- Juveniles are browner and 
nave an orange-based dusky 

. In flight this large 

‘Shorebird appears entirely 

dark without any white in 

the wings or tail. 

® SONG Loud eee, 
kee-ah and a rapid 
series of fees, whee- 
whee-tee-tee-lee. 

*° BEHAVIOR 
"Relatively tame. 
Usually found 
singly or in small 
sroups. Eats mussels 
and marine worms, black or blackish 
ut feeds primarily on a 
impets and other 

‘Shellfish that it pries open 

Wwith its flattened bill. 

Often feeds on surf- 

fammered rocks, rocky reefs 

at low tide, or mudflats. 

» BREEDING Monogamous. Performs 
hiping display, where birds run side by side 
with heads down and bills pointing forward. 


long straight e 
bright red 
orange bill 


- pink feet 
and legs 


: 
f 


ni pala pl : . Al $2 : AMERICAN 
» NESTING Incubation 24—36 days by both sexes. Young leave ~ OYSTERCATCHER 


nest soon after hatching. ‘ITended by both sexes. First flight at rt White underparts, wing 
30-35 days or more. 1 brood per year. — 2 ees 

»® POPULATION Still widespread along the Pacific Coast from 

| Baja California to the Aleutian 
| Flight Pattern Islands and numerous in some 


areas of range. 
® CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to disturbance at 


+. 


| Rapid direct flight with slight shallow 


nesting sites. All oystercatchers 


: are protected by federal law. 
)) wing beats ; 


Sparsely lined with pebbles and shells © on beach in small pebbles above high 
water mark ® built by both sexes ¢ 14 pale buff to olive eggs spotted and 


scrawled with brown and black; ovate to pyriform, 2.2 inches long 


e°Sexes similar | abitat ap Migration Nonmigratory | Wel€"t 1.3 pounds 


ATE ? TIME LOCATION 
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Species Himantopus mexicanus Length 14-15.5 inches 


y y x _ 
BLACK-NECKED STILT aia 


Extremely protective of its nest, this stilt will try 


Wingspan 25_27 inche: 


Family RECURVIROSTRIDAE 


to attack an intruder or will splash water with its 
breast as a distraction. ‘his bird’s reddish legs, 
which are cight to ten inches long, may be the 
longest, in proportion to its body size, among 
all birds. ‘The female is duller and has 

more brown on its back. In flight the 


black 
° upperparts 


slightly upcurved 
needleltke black bill 
‘e while forehead 
and cheeks 


black upperparts and wings contrast 
| £ 


strongly with the white underparts, 
rump, and tail, and the long 
© white sides of 


legs trail far behind. 
long slender neck 


\MERICAN AVOCE1 
Black-and-white pattern 


on back and wings; 


© SONG Loud kek-kek-kek or 


. ; : . . white underparts and 
\Wp-yip-yip, sometimes W ith paiae sala 


upper back; long, 


barking yelps. e /ong pink or 5} slender upturned bill 
red legs ® rusty cinnamon head 


¢ BEHAVIOR Actively 
feeds by walking, often 
rapidly, and picking up 
insects in shallow water along 
shores. Sometimes wades up 


to its belly. Prefers freshwater. 


Also eats small crustaceans, 

worms, small fish, and some 
seeds. Solitary, in pairs, or in 
small flocks. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 


I oosely colonial. 


T a La be Ty ‘ ° 
e NESTING Incubation 


) 29 ma 


by female at night, by male during day. Precocial young leave nest 


Flight Pattern —— 


25 days by both sexes; done 


shallow wing beats 


Strong switt direct flight with somewhat 


Nest Identification 


Shape se LOCATION ams 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ye 


DATE _——————CisCTIIMNE 


and neck in breeding 
plumage ® grayish buff 
head and neck in winter. 


BLACK-WINGED STILT 
Face entirely white; 
base of hind neck and 
shoulders white @ male 
has black crown and 
hind neck in breeding 
plumage @ female head 
and neck entirely white 
e male like female in 
winter ® juveniles have 
brown upperparts 

e accidental on Aleutian 
Islands. 


after hatching and feed 
themselves, but are tended by 
both sexes. First flight at 

4—5 weeks. | brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common to uncommon. Casual 
north of breeding range. May 
be increasing as range expands. 


Lined with stems, weeds, sticks, grasses, fragments of shells, small rocks, fish 
bones, and rubbish ¢ on ground ® sometimes hidden by grasses @ built by both 
sexes @ 3-5 yellow or buff eggs heavily blotched with black or brown; pyriform, 


1.7 inches long. 


= Migration Most migrate | We'8M* 5.9 ounces 


LOCATION 
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Length 18 20 inches | Wingspan 27_38 inches 


ilY RECURVIROSTRIDAE. | SP°°'€S Recurvirostra americané 


AMERICAN AVOCET 
The tallest in its family, this graceful long-legged bird is 
he world’s only avocet with distinct basic and 
ilternate plumages. Winter (basic) plumage shows nite vinnnmon ¢ 
1 gray head and neck, while breeding adults head and neck 
show rusty cinnamon on the head and 
eck. Females are similar to males 
jut have a shorter and more black-and-white 
ipward-curved bill. In i a aad 
ight both sexes show a 
901d black-and-white 
attern on the 
pperparts and 
lack wing tips, 
rimary 
boverts, and 
scapular bars. 
SONG Loud 
wheet or pleeet. 
BEHAVIOR Eats 
Drimarily insects, 
hrimp, and other 
srustaceans but also takes 
ther aquatic invertebrates. 
refers to feed in flocks, 
sometimes with more than 100 birds ) 
Walking shoulder to shoulder. Sometimes feeds in J 


whitish scapulars 


long slender 
upcurved 


black bill 


white underparts e long blue- 


gray legs 


ater up to its belly with bill in water. In shallow water brings food 
o surface by sweeping its open bill back and forth in the water. In deep 
vater may feed like a dabbling duck by tipping over. WINTER 
BREEDING Monogamous. Loosely colonial. Pairs perform sissies 
ylaborate courtship display and group rituals. 
| NESTING Incubation 22—29 days by both sexes. Precocial 
oung leave nest soon after hatching. ‘fended by both sexes but Slightly upcurved black 
yeed themselves. First flight at 28-35 days. 1 brood per year. bill; black upperparts; 
POPULATION The American Avocet is fairly common; white underparts; long 
table and possibly increasing west of the Great Plains; ROTC Ieep ane! Tee. 
incommon and local in the East, where it is an uncommon transient 
in summer and a coastal species 
in winter. 
© CONSERVATION 
Protected by law and currently 
making a comeback after 
overhunting in the 19th and 
early 20th centuries. 


BLACK-NECKED STILT 


Strong direct flight with neck extended 
slightly forward and long legs trailing 
behind tail. 


Lined with dry grasses and mud chips ® on flat ground or marsh near water 
¢ built by both sexes ¢ 3—4 olive-buff eggs blotched with brown and black; 


| Shape -»¢ Location mms ££¢ pyriform to long pyriform, 2 inches long. 


Habitat oes 1% Nem i Migration Migratory Weight 11.1 ounces 


_ TIME LOCATION _ 
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t 


amily JACANIDAI | SPECIES Juana spinosa Heng" 9 inches Wingspan] 7_18 inches 


NORTHERN JACANA 


hater 
pea 
\n extremely territorial and ageressi yird, thi ell vatth 
jaC all prerters Ire hwat po Ind mars VIC Hl TCHEUAd @ 
a iV\ cevetation habitat for which 1t 1 \ 
suited as it has extremely long toes with lon: 
nails to support it on tl oft mud and 
e@ glossy black 
delicate uath etation. During court ®) head and neck 
display both s kes litt their wine ind 
flaunt the green How wing patch 
beneath them, 1 ng an unusual lon 


vellowish spur at | bend of the wing 


lhe female jacana 1s similar to the male 


glossy black 


but larger. In tlight the vellow flight & upper back 


feathers contrast with the dark brownish 
body, and the long legs trail or dangle 
behind. Juveniles have brown 
upperparts and white underparts with 

a black postocular stripe extendins 


. olos sy 


hlack chest 


along the side of the neck 


© SONG Noisy with loud shrills and a 
clicking chatter that resembles an old 
fashioned telegraph or typewrite! 

¢ BEHAVIOR Often walks over 
floating aquatic vegetation. Swims 
well. Dives to avoid enemies. Eats 


insects and seeds picked from 
© chestnut-maroon 


vegetation in marsh or pond, or off wet underparts 


eround. Often raises wings over back to 
reveal vellow flight feathers; also 
momentarily raises wings upon landing. 
e BREEDING Polyvandrous. Female 
may lay eggs fertilized by 1-4 mates; each 
male will incubate eggs alone and tend chicks. 
© NESTING Incubation 22—24 days by male, which defends 
offspring from intruders. Precocial young leave nest 1—2 days 
after hatching; find own food but tended by male. First flight at 
35 days. Multiple broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Very common in proper habitat in Mexico 
and Central America. Rare to 
Flight Pattern | casual and irregular visitor to 
southern Arizona and southern 
a » and central ‘lexas. 
at AA > aN ® CONSERVATION Some 


declines in breeding ranges due 


to habitat loss. 


= —— ee 


Nest Identification 


Cattail leaves and other green leaves and grasses ® on small floating pile of 


egetation or leaves ® built by male ¢ 3—5 brown eggs with black lines; almost 


eee 


Se = = = 


| 

| 

Plumage Sexes similar | 4abitatye see Lo | Migration Nionmigratory | Weight 28 ounces 
= se — 


JATE TIME LOCATION _ 
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amily SCOLOPACIDAE Sp '€S Tringa melanoleu pierein 14 inches Wingspan 2326 inches 


GREATER YELLOWLEGS 


‘The largest of the North American 7ringa, this common 
sandpiper is almost a third larger than the very similar 
Lesser Yellowlegs. It is closely related to the Old 
World “shanks,” but differs from them by 

having a squarish white rump patch and 

a dark back. Its large size and long 

bright yellow legs distinguish dunk ory Brown 
this gray shorebird from back with white 
most others. Paler winter speckles e. 
plumage shows fainter 
streaking, spotting, 
and barring on the 


long slender 
neck @ 


k doug sliohaly 
upturned bill 


white underparts speckled 
——* and barred brown 


white tail 


long bright 
yellow legs 


LESSER YELLOWLEGS 
Smaller; shorter thinner 


straight black bill; calls 


neck, breast, sides, 

and flanks. In flight 

the dark wings and 
mantle contrast with 
the white rump and tail. 


¢ SONG Loud repeated 
descending /eu-feu-teu in series 
of 3 or more. Also territorial song of /o0-whee. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Occurs either alone or in small flocks. Wary; 
known for its loud whistled alarm call that warns other 
Shorebirds of approaching danger. Feeds by pecking or 
skimming water with its bill, not by probing. Sometimes dashes 
in pursuit of small fish. Also eats insects and their larvae, crabs, 
and snails. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 23 days by both sexes. Precocial young 
leave nest soon after hatching 
and find own food but tended 
poe ees by both sexes. First flight at 
Be _ 18-20 days. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common even in migration. 
May be increasing. 


le@ OF lew -lew. 


WILLE 
Larger and stockier; 
straight dark bill; lacks 
_ white spotting on 


upperparts; grayish legs; 
striking black-and-white 
wing pattern in flight. 


COMMON 
GREENSHANK 
Slightly smaller; more 


distinctly upturned bill; 
less heavily streaked, 
barred, and spotted; 
greenish legs and feet; 
in flight rump and lower 
back show as large 


a | 


white wedge. 


ol 


Swift direct flight, sometimes at great 
heights, with long legs extended 
beyond tail. 


\\ 


| In moss on small hummock usually near water ® lined with grass and leaves 
© 34 buff eggs blotched with gray and dark brown, ovate pyriform, 


Shape -e¢ Location m= g¢¢ 1.9 inches long. 


‘Habitat J we soe Migration Migratory Weight 6.0 ounces 


ATE TIME LOCATION 


— = 


Family , 


] 
| 
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Species Ji jnoq flavipes _| “©°8tN 10.5 inches Wingspan 19_ 


(OLOPACIDAE 22 inches 


LESSER YELLOWLEGS 
Often seen walking gracefully on mudflats or shores, this 

sandpiper is tame and approachable. It is best distinguished 

from the Greater Yellowlegs by its smaller size and its bill, 

which is completely straight and only one-third the heavy brown 
length of its cousin’s bill, as well as by its different svreaks on head 
voice. Winter plumage is grayer and paler overall p and neck 
with little or no streaking. In flight the 


dark wings and back contrast 


sharply wi > white 
hary ly with the MES blackish grayish long straight 
tail and rump. scapulars and mantle @ thin bill 


with ree Aite SPors °e 


blackish grayish 
tertials with 


4 } rv . C. Af 
white spots e heavy brown streaks 


@ on breast 


e sparse brown 
streaks on flanks 


¢ SONG Harsh 
short /ew-/ew or few. 

Alarm call is sharp 7p. 

Also makes musical p///-e-wee. 
© BEHAVIOR Gregarious; 


occurs in flocks, sometimes 


GREATER 
YELLOWLEGS 
Larger; longer, often 
slightly upturned bill; 


more heavily barred 

breast and flanks; 
long orang makes descending 
e yellow legs 


large, in winter and migration. whistled series of 3 or 


Slowly picks food from surface ai la 


SOLITARY SANDPIPER 
Slightly smaller; darker 
brown upperparts; 


of water. Feeds with a delicate 

high-stepping gait. Eats insects, 
small crustaceans, bloodworms, 
and small fish. streaking on neck and 


® BREEDING Monogamous. breast; white eye ring; 
dull greenish yellow 
legs; dark rump; in 

¢ NESTING Incubation 22—23 days by both sexes. Precocial flight shows barred dark 
tail edged with white. 


heavier brownish 


Loosely colonial. Noisy on nesting grounds. 


young leave nest soon after hatching and feed themselves, but 
are tended by both sexes for 18-20 days. 1 brood per year. 


® POPULATION Common on 
Flight Pattern 


breeding grounds. In migration, 
common in the East and the 
Midwest; uncommon in the far 
West. Fairly common in winter 
in Baja and on the Gulf Coast. 
Stable or slightly increasing. 


Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


In grass marshes and bogs surrounded by black spruce trees ® on raised pile of 


leaves or vegetation near water ® lined wich small amount of grass and leaves 
* built by female ¢ 3-4 buff to yellow or gray eggs with brown blotches; ovate 
pyriform, 1.7 x 1.2 inches. 


L = 


Plumage 


Sexes similar 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


| 
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iY SCOLOPACIDAE Species 7rjnoq erythropus | “&P8h 12.5 inches Wingspan 23.95 inches 
ka er 


SPOTTED REDSHANK 


‘ . . oe . . 
his shy bird differs from other shorebirds in 


s black coloring, scarlet-red legs, and red whit 
yandible base. It is a native of Kurasia, but ae Uns @ 
cragglers occasionally have made their way 


» the Aleutians and Pribilofs. In winter white-spotted 
Uppe parts > 


lone dark bill 
with slight 
® droop at lip 


lumage changes from black to 
sostly white on the underparts 
ad gray on the upperparts, 
nd the base on its lower 
sandible becomes 
ull orange-red. 
lolting birds 
-e blotched 
lack and white 
eneath. In flight barred 
1e white wing white tail 
nings, rump, and 
»wer back contrast with 
ie dark body, and the toes 
roject toward the tail tip. 
SONG Sharp up-and-down 
y-weet and drawn-out /chwee. 
‘arm call is chip-chip. 
BEHAVIOR Feeds and forages 
y sweeping bill back and forth and 
‘obing in mud. Also wades in water 
» to its belly. Sometimes solitary but 
‘ten in flocks, which feed in water in 
nse packs and sometimes swim and 
vend like a group of avocets. Eats 


@ scarlet-red lower 
mandible basi 


= Black ewerell “te 


e dark red legs WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


| 
| 
\ COMMON REDSHANK 
Slightly smaller; shorter 
neck; red bill with black 
tip; brown upperparts; 
white underparts with 


streaking on head, neck, 


and upper breast; broad 


white trailing edge to 
wing in flight ¢ casual 
to Newfoundland. 


beecte : : COMMON 

‘sects and their larvae, mollusks, small ; 

zs , GREENSHANK 

oh, and crayfish. Larger; long, slightly 
BREEDING Monogamous. upturned dark bill; 
SEES a a - 7 green legs; streaked 
‘NESTING Incubation 23-24 days by both sexes. Female biatch beoon 


‘ten leaves nest before eggs hatch. Precocial young leave nest upperparts; white 
on after hatching. ‘Tended by male. First flight at 25-31 days. Race e 
brood per year. 


© POPULATION Rare visitor 
a to Aleutian and Pribilof Islands 
— during migration. Casual on 
|------- ; Atlantic and Pacific Coasts in 
| winter and during migration. 
Accidental elsewhere. Ranges 
from uncommon to common in 
native Eurasia. 


| 
} 


Flight Pattern 


wift direct flight when flushed. 


shape Location ams 


Lined with willow or dwarf birch leaves @ built on mound ¢ 4 greenish eggs with 


large dark blackish brown splotches; pyriform, 1.9 inches long. 


| 
iE = SCTE: LOCATION 


= . = | Species /7:.; , Lenetit @ +h 
MY SCOLOPACIDAI | SPECIES Tpjy00 elareola | 8! 8 inches 
= ia : eo 
Zee uy) q 
Vs q Pe DP ; - Vi Ji f f iH 
{ ) 1c Spl | 
i] ) ne Hire | LiS( 
Hite &) 
. champion long-distance flier. It is white eye 
' Tipe @ 
l ITI aaa I In Q ina 
ire @ular oI Cie | C¢ / / WH 


We 
DAI up e 
pal / 

/ons 
casual on other yellowish 
Alaskan islands leus @ 


to British 

Columbia and in 

the northeastern US 
(New York). In flight it 
shows pale wing linings, a 
small white rump patch, and long 

yellowish legs extended beyond a heavily barred tail. 

e SONG Loud piercing 3-note whistle iff-if/f-if/f. Song is 
descending trill given on breeding grounds. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Feeds in scattered groups, picking food from 
surface. Eats primarily insects but takes other invertebrates, 
including worms and small crustaceans. A rather shy and 
nervous wader. Bobs head and flicks tail. May perch on dead 
branches. When flushed it typically zigzags high and gives clear 
loud calls. 


@ BREEDING Monogamous. Loosely colonial. 
> 


@ NESTING Incubation 22—23 days by both sexes. Precocial 
ung leave nest soon after hatching. ‘tended mostly by male. 


First flight at about 28 days. 


Flight Pattern | brood per year. 


[i Aneeeo  neseneee ® POPULATION Rare to 


hast t ( it with clipped | in migration. 


Nest Identification 


and on tundra ® lined with grass ® built by female ¢ 3-4 light green to creamy 


oe el 


LOCATION 


= ~| casual in North America outside 
| : . 
outer Aleutians. Common on 
———— | Kurasian nesting grounds and 


| \bandoned nests ®@ in small patch of moss © under dwarf birch or willow in 


| hummock on dry ground, on open ground near water in northern forested region, 


vhite eggs marked with reddish brown, 1.5 inches long. 


Migration Mjioratory Weight 5 6 ounces 


| WiNEsPAN 16 inches 


tei 


we 


e streaked head 
and neck 


® short straight 


black bill 


e sfreaked breast 


SOLITARY SANDPIPER 
White spotting on 


upperparts; white cyc 


ring; barred and spotted 


underwing linings; 
darker underwing; black 
central tail feathers; 
heavily barred tail; lacks 
white rump patch. 


GREEN SANDPIPER 
Darker; fainter- 
patterned upperparts; 
shorter supercilium; 
darker underwings; 
larger white rump patch; 
less heavily barred tail; 
darker legs ® accidental 
outside western Alaska. 
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Family SCOLOPACIDAE Species 7yjnoq solitaria Length 8_9 inches | Wingspan 15_17 inches 


SOLITARY SANDPIPER 


As its name suggests, this sandpiper is often seen alone 


or in small loose groups tn its habitat of freshwater lakes, 
ponds, marshes, and rivers. ‘his shorebird ts not wary 


around humans and often exhibits an up-and-down 

dark brown 
upperparts with dense 
’ whitish buff spotting 


bobbing or jerking motion with its head and body similar 
to a Spotted Sandpiper’s bobbing. In flight the dark 


black central 
dark wings ? tail feathers @ 


slender body ? 


hlack and- e 
white-barred 
edeing on tail 


whitish eye ring 


blackish brown “ e while underparts 
streaks on lower 


throat and breast 
rae ” blackish brown 


streaks on sides 


e@ greenish yellow legs 


\ or, 


a 


rump patch contrasts with the white outer tail feathers, which 
} have black bars. Also note the dark wings without a wing stripe, 
| dark underwings. 
| 


Similar Birds 


¢ SONG High shrill pet-peet-wheer or peet. SPOTTED SANDPIPER 


¢ BEHAVIOR Searches for food by stirring up water, especially Smaller; less upright 
in stagnant pools, with bill and feet. Picks food from surface or sain Ge Hedy, 
. . ‘ . e ned YCHOowtsn oF Creamy 
: probes with bill. Eats insects and insect larvae, small fish, small pink leas: pinks bill with 
_ crustaceans, and other invertebrates. Somewhat aggressive dark tip; white 


toward other birds when feeding. Migrates singly or in small supercilium; white wing 


groups. Upon landing holds wings above back before folding. heats Sananed 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. underparts in summer. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 23-24 days by female. Precocial young 
leave nest soon after hatching 
and are tended by female. 
First flight at 17—20 days. 

1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common on breeding grounds; 
Often zigzags on takeoff; light buoyant fairly common and widespread 
swallowlike direct flight. in migration. Seems stable. 


stripe; shallow stiff wing 


Female strengthens abandoned nest with other material ® most often in conifers, 
4-40 feet above ground @ 4—5 olive eggs marked with brown, usually in wreath 


shape; pyriform to oval, 1.5 x 1.1 inches. 


Migration Migratory Weight 1.7 ounces 


DATE ; TIME. —————.__ LOCATION 
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[ Famity ScOLOPACIDAE | atoptrophorus semipalma Wingspan 24-31 inches 


WILLET 

This large gray sandpiper is named for Its song of pill-will-willet given 

loudly and frequently on the breeding grounds. A rather nondescript white 
shorebird. the Willet may initially thwart your efforts at identification spectacles 
as it sleeps standing on one leg with its head tucked in on its back 
or probes in mud with its long gray-black bill. But the 


moment it takes flight it is readily identified by variegated light 
brownish gray to 


the mostly white tail, white rump, bold | 
; light gray overall 


black-and-white wing pattern, and 
loud call of its name. In winter the 
light upperparts lack the 
variegated/barred pattern. 
e SONG Alarm or scolding 
call of £7p or wes. In flight 


makes wee-wee-wee. 


Well-known call of pi//- ag phe 
will-will, pill-o-will-o- SS Fe 
widen or hedoengiamiai dio bts: fo 

e BEHAV IOR and-white j 
Generalist. Wades, wing pattern : 


probing for food with 
bill. In water eats aquatic : 
insects, marine worms, ogee 
crabs, mollusks, and small , 
fish. On land eats seeds, fresh 
shoots, and rice. On breeding WINTER 
grounds often perches high on rocks, PLUMAGE 
posts, shrubs, or other tall objects, from which it may scold 
intruders in its territory. Becomes noisy when alarmed. Mobs 


blue-gray legs 


will attack interlopers, especially at nesting time. GREATER 
; . YELLOWLEGS 

oy a Py = hy . . Y > . ‘ 2ere « » 2 2 

BREEDING Monogamous. Semicolonial. Nests are 200 or Sicnuen eaver: 
more feet apart. thinner, more 
¢ NESTING Incubation 22—29 days by both sexes (male at SPECIE, NED 

bi Tecan way ip ar | | ge slightly upturned bill; 
night; female at other times). Precocial young leave nest soon yellow leas: tw flight hes 
after hatching but tended by both sexes. Parents sometimes white rump and tail 
abandon unhatched eggs after first young leaves nest even with distal tail bands; 


no wing pattern. 


though they have well-developed embryos. First flight at about 
28 days. 1 brood per year. 


® POPULATION Common. 
Has recovered from hunting in 
late 19th century and expanded 
into new or parts of ranges 
where it had been extirpated. a Py Wego 4 
© CONSERVATION Habitat j 
disturbance is beginning to 
negatively affect population. 


y 


Short low flight; series of rapid wing beats 
alternates with glides. Over long distances 


direct flight with steady rapid wing beats. 


Lined with dry grass ® on sand away from shrubbery, tucked in cups of 
vegetation or tall grasses ¢ 4-5 grayish to olive-buff eggs blotched with brown; 
2.1 inches long. 


Weight 7 6 ounces 


‘Uh TIME ss LOCATION | 
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F [eee ae eae : 
Family SCOLOPACIDAE SPECS Hereroscelu. ircanis| Length 11 inches Wingspan 22 inches 


WANDERING TATTLER 


An Alaskan breeder, the Wandering ‘Vattler flies 
long distances during migration to some of the 


most isolated Pacific islands and as far away as gray-flecked J 

erat. is hi ten - 1S while eyebrows 
Australia. Although this bird often allows a Lid sts Sh Topas aad 
close approach, an identifiable behavior upperparts postocular stripe 


is its tendency to crouch rather than _® form eye line 
fly when in danger. In flight it 
differs from most other 
shorebirds that = $$|« # #$$«« <[///—/  ee, / r —waceii. 
blackish 
Mill 


heavily 

barred face 
inhabit rocky coasts . 
by its unmarked completely 
dark upperparts. Like many 
other shorebird species, the dull yellow 
female is larger than the male. legs 
¢ SONG Clean hollow whistles 
repeated rapidly in 1 pitch; 6-10 w/zr- 
wee-wee-wees or yellowleg-like /ew-few-/ew. 

_® BEHAVIOR Shoreline bird that usually 
feeds alone or in small groups in migration or 
on wintering grounds. Nests on gravelly riverbanks and 
bars on mountains above timberline. Searching for caddis fly 

| larvae, it often wades through shallow mountain streams, 

| dunking bill or entire head in water. Also eats other insects and 


heavily barred 
underparts 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


GRAY-TAILED 
‘TATTLER 
Paler; broader 


their larvae, marine worms, and mollusks. Generally spotted supercilium; gives 
alone or in small groups. Bobs head and teeters body (similar to ploverlike /oo-weer ¢ in 
behavior of Spotted Sandpiper). SICSEMAE PaaS Mas 
finedark gray bars on 
ie? BEHAVIOR Monogamous. breast, flanks, and edge 
i e 7 . an “rtail coverts; 
{ © NESTING Incubation 23-25 days by both sexes. Precocial is ‘ si oe a _. 
m . ae ars on belly and ver 
young leave nest soon after hatching. ‘Tended by both sexes. e juvenile has more 
First flight at about 18-21 days. spotting on underparts 


and tail. 


¢ POPULATION A far-reaching range makes population 
counts difficult. Uncommon to fairly common in breeding range; 
uncommon in migration; casual 
inland in the West in migration; 
fairly common in winter and 
summer on the Pacific Coast to 
southern California; accidental 
in ‘Texas and in the Northeast in 


Quick direct effortless flight with rapid Massachusetts. 
flicking wing beats. 


Leaves, roots, and twigs ¢ 4 olive or green eggs marked with brown; pyriform, 


1.7 inches long. 


Shape ~»«- Location | ati 


Habitat. Q wee ve Migration Migratory Weight 4.1 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


MABE Sexes similar / 


GRAY-TAILED TATTLER 


The Gray-tailed ‘Tattler closely resembles the 


Wandering ‘Tattler and the two were once 
thought to be the same species. However, 
the Gray-tailed ‘Tattler IS only a rare pale gray 
visitor to North America from tts upperparts » 
Siberian nesting grounds. ‘The first | 
nest was not found in northeast 
Siberia until 1959. Often 
allowing humans to 
come quite 
near, it 
sometimes 
squats low to 
the ground 
rather than 
taking flight when 
approached. ‘The 
female is similar to the 
male but is larger in size short thick e— 
and, like him, shows thin yellow legs 
white barring on the 

uppertail coverts in breeding 

plumage. Barring on the breast 

and sides fades in winter 

plumage. Juveniles are similar to 
winter adults, but show whitish buff 
spots on the upperparts and white edging on the tail. 

e SONG Bold rising call of v-weeeecet similar to call of Common 
Ringed Plover. Alarm call is sharp s/eee-k/eee. 

@ BEHAVIOR ‘Teeters and bobs. Solitary or in pairs; does not 
flock. Picks up food in sand and shallow water. Eats insects and 
their larvae. Nests along shores and on islands in rocky 
mountain streams. 


} Length 1( inches Wingspan 2() inches 


wavy barring on 
neck and breast @ 


Se wavy barring 
on sides 


underparts 


> 


white supercilium 


straight blackish 
bill with yellowish 
base on lower 
mandible 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


WANDERING ‘TATTLER 
In breeding plumage ’ 
has darker upperparts; 
heavier barring on 
underparts, including 
belly and undertail 
coverts; lacks white 
barring on uppertail 
coverts ® slightly longer 
legs; longer wings 


extend past up of tail 
when folded; less 
distinct supercilium; 
different voice. 


@ BREEDING Monogamous. Loose colonies. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 23-25 days by both sexes. Precocial 
young leave nest day of hatching. Tended by both sexes but 
feed themselves. First flight at 18-20 days. Believed to have 1 brood 
per year. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon 
to rare In Siberia. Regular visitor 
| in spring on islands in Bering 

| Sea. Casual in northern Alaska. 
| 


Flight Pattern 


Accidental in autumn In 
Washington and California. 


Direct flight with quick effortless wing 


beats and a flicking motion of the wings 


Nest Identification 


| Shape ew, Location 
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| Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat en ae eee HE | Migration Migratory 


Weight 3.8 ounces 


TIME LOCATION — 
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COMMON SANDPIPER 


‘This thrush-sized bird lives near the cold, swift greenish brown crown 
inland streams and lakes of Europe and Asia. i nly coinage 
During migration, however, it makes regular 

trips to coastal Alaska and islands in the 
Bering Sea, including the Aleutians and 
Pribilofs. Usually seen alone, this 


greenish brown 
upperparts with dark 
brown streaking 


é dark 
sandpiper bobs and teeters Preach 
constantly, especially when @ dill 


© narrow’ dark 
barring on 
upper breast 


landing; it actually appears to 

be off balance while walking. 

Adults and juveniles are similar 

to winter-plumaged Spotted 

Sandpipers, but they lack any 

spotting on the underparts and 

have noticeably longer tails. In 

» flight the white wing stripe extends 

~ farther out the wing and shows a “ 
longer white trailing edge to the wing. ‘ 

» © SONG High-pitched fluted call of 

twee-wee-wee. When perched sings twittering /e-/-/-7-¢. During 

breeding cries a loud hee-deedeedee. 

_ © BEHAVIOR Solitary, or in pairs or small flocks. Feeds slowly 


© white 
underparts 


' grayish to dull 
—__» straw-colored feet 


SPOTTED SANDPIPER 
When breeding has 
spotted underparts; 
longer yellow legs; 
shorter tail; pinkish bill 


, and deliberately. Eats various small invertebrates, especially wich Auikieen rans 
, Insects. Forages in shallow water or on edges of shore or Gopemmate shone 
» sometimes feeds along roadsides or grasslands. Perches readily white wing stripe; 


J 


“on posts, limbs, or boats. Flies low over water with shallow, stiff 
” wing beats and glides. 

_ © BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary, but sometimes breeds in spotted underparts 
small colonies. ¢ different voice. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 21-22 days by both sexes. Precocial 

young leave nest soon after 
hatching. ‘Tended by both sexes 
but feed themselves. First flight 
at 26-28 days. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Rare but 
regular visitor to the islands off 
the coast of Alaska and to 
Alaska’s Seward Peninsula. 


shorter white trailing 
edge of inner wing 
e winter birds lack 


Flies low over water with shallow stiff 
wing beats and glides. In migration, swift 
direct flight with rapid wing beats. 


Lined with dried grasses and plant material ® on ground near grassy area, trees, 


or shrubs ¢ built by female ¢ 4 pinkish gray eggs with brownish red speckles; 


Shape -o» LOCAatiON mms jsxisig Paes pyriform, 1.4 inches long. 


Habitat see wee Ne a | Migration Mioratory Weight 1.8 ounces 


TIME LOCATION 
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| Family SCOLOPACIDAE | Species Actitis macularia | Length 7.5 inches | Wingspan 13_14 inches 


f 


SPOTTED SANDPIPER 


LN 


‘The most widespread and best-known 

sandpiper in North America is distinguishable 
on the ground by the way it constantly 
teeters its body as it stands with tail up Pe ae 
@ upperparts 


and head down. Females are larger 
than their male counterparts and 
have more spotting. In flight it 
shows a short white wing 
stripe and the inner wing 
has a narrow white 


white superciliary e 
ae @ dull yellow legs WINTER 
( PLUMAGE 


short, straight bille 
with pinkish to 
orange base and 


black tip SOLITARY SANDPIPER 


Similar on ground but 
slightly larger and more 
slender; darker greenish 
legs; white eye ring; 
barred tail with white 
trailing edge. In winter sides; greater contrast 
: ; . : between upperparts and 
Spotted Sandpipers can Ahi dowry eens He 
: belly; deep wing beats. 
be found as close as the 


southern United States to 
as far away as southern 


COMMON SANDPIPER 
~ Barred darker brown 


| laree dark brown-black 
breast SPots ; 
South America. greater contrast with 

white flanks and belly; 
duller grayish or straw- 


upperparts provide 


e SONG High shriekng peer-weer. Chirps repeated wees in flight. 


¢ BEHAVIOR In summer found almost anywhere near water. colored legs; dark bill 
. =i s : 2 : : - aie ~ ' ale ase: | re 
Feeds primarily on invertebrates, especially insects and their with pale base; longer 
lar - — : : 5 : tail extends well 
larvac; sometimes takes small fish. When flushed its curious, beyond folded wings; 
jerky flight and weef-weer notes are distinctive. streaked breast and 


sides of head ¢ juvenile 
| ; : ; ; has tertials with strongly 
polyandrous. Usually solitary nester; sometimes loosely colonial. marked edges ¢ rare in 


® NESTING Incubation 20-24 days mostly by male. Female Alaskan range. 


| sometimes helps with final clutch of season. Young leave nest 


© BREEDING Monogamous but often sequentially 


soon after hatching. Young feed 
a 
} = e seloec > > : aly 
Flight Pattern themselves but tended solely 
| : | by male. First flight at 
| | _ | . 13-21 days. 1-2 broods per year. 
© POPULATION Widespread 


—————,{ and common but some decline 


throughout range. 


ar 


Vest Identification | 


lined with moss, grass, feathers, and weeds @ sometimes elevated in grass ® 
| buile by both sexes © 3-5 brownish, greenish, pinkish, or buff eggs blotched with 


| brows ite to pyriform, 1.3 x 0.9 inches. 


lat an ewe wu uf | Migration Migratory Weight 1_4 ounces 


Mi : _s— LOCATION 
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Family SCOLOPACIDAE | Petes Bartramia longicauda | Length 12 inches Wingspan 17_20 inches 


UPLAND SANDPIPER 
a 72. : . : ; ' small dovelike 
Lhe distinctive silhouette of the Upland Sandpiper head ¢ 
is often seen perched on fences, utility poles, rocks, | 
and stumps watching for intruders and predators in —s 
the grasslands and prairies it inhabits in summer. brown eve e 
This large pale sandpiper has a long slender neck, 
small dovelike head, large dark eyes, and long tail. ee 
In winter the Upland Sandpiper migrates long neck @ 
distances to eastern South America. 
e SONG Trilling pu/ip pulip. In low circling i 
stiff-winged flight on breeding grounds, errs e 
emits wolflike whistle whee/oo000000. 
Usual flight call is piping guip-ip-ip-ip. ee 
e BEHAVIOR Has ploverlike feeding As >a coi ; buff as sad 
patterns: runs, stops, then runs again. ; ot PE ton hice sae 
Not a bird of shores and wetlands and chevrons 
like most sandpipers, it frequents 
hay fields, pastures, and 
prairies and often 
perches on poles. 
Feeds on insects, 

— other invertebrates, 

_ and seeds of weeds, 

grasses, and grains. 

~ Upon landing often 

holds wings above 

_ body for 1-2 seconds 

- before folding them. 

~ @ BREEDING Monogamous. 

_ Loose colonies. During courtship 

| flight spreads wings and circles high 

_in sky, singing a melodious song that 

»can be heard up to a mile away. 


thin short e 
yellow-brown bill 
sliehtly decurved 
toward tip 


«© whitish belly 
and undertail 


CO’VETTS 


dark PA 


rump 


e@ yellow-green 
legs and feet 


wedge-shaped tail 
with white border 
and thin black bars . 


BUFF-BREASTED 
; ; a SANDPIPER 
» @ NESTING Incubation 21-27 days. Young leave nest soon 2 Giaalless hack Bill: shox 


after hatching. First flight at about 30-31 days. Young feed ) yellow legs; buff face 

themselves but are tended and protected by both sexes. anid Ue cmpantey WARES 

1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Mostly recovered since large decline in late 
1800s. Common in parts of the 
Great Plains; some decline has 
been recorded in local 
populations throughout much 
of the East and the Northeast. 
Swift direct flight when traveling some : 4ONSERVATION Eastern 
distance. In breeding display flies slowly decline due to habitat loss and 
with flickering wing beats. increased human disturbance. 


pr ject beyond tail. 


Lined with dry grass ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 4 creamy pale buff to pinkish buff 


Shape Location eggs speckled red-brown, pyriform, 1.8 inches long. 
“ee et = = 4 


uMaBe Sexes similar | Habitat @ oo oe @ | Migration Migratory Weight 4.8 ounces 


YATE TIME LOCATION : 
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Family SCOLOPACIDAE Length 17-18 inches 


Wingspan 3234 5 inches 


BRISTLE-THIGHED CURLEW 


Little is known about the biology of this rare curlew 
that nests only in western Alaska. In 1948 its nesting 
location was one of the last to be revealed among 
the North American species. Its migratory flight 1s 
more than 2,500 miles nonstop from Alaska to 
Hawaii or other islands in the Pacific Ocean. 
‘This bird is most often seen alone or in 
groups of five or six. Similar in size and 
~ shape to the Whimbrel, the Bristle- 
thighed Curlew is more buff-colored 
overall, and in flight it shows 
cinnamon-buff wing linings, an 
unbarred bright tawny-buff 
rump, and barred tail in 
flight. ‘The long, stiff, 
shiny bristles on 
the thighs and 
flanks for which 
the bird is named 
are not a good field 
character, for the bird 
must be practically in the 
hand to view them. 
¢ SONG Long whistle of chu-a-whit 
similar to voice of Black-bellied Plover. 
_ @ BEHAVIOR On wintering grounds has unusual habit of 
eating the eggs of other nesting birds, including frigate birds, 
» albatrosses, boobies, and terns. Sometimes steals eggs from 
» beneath incubating birds. On breeding grounds eats insects, 
berries, crustaceans, and mollusks. In winter, roosts in trees or 
sometimes on the roofs of houses or buildings; normally roosts 
on the ground in rocky tundra breeding areas. 


pale supercilium 


dark lateral crown 
si1pes border a pale 
central crown stripe @ 


dark eye line 
upperparts heavily 
marked with 
cinnamon-chestnul 


lone decurved e 
dark bill with 


creamy pink base 


streaked pinkish 


neck and breast 


barred bright 
TUSTY tail 


x sa ala o 
1L¢ 
Smmilai 


rD FI 
birds 


bai wills Saar =. 
ax WHIMBREL 


Lacks bright cinnamon- 


chestnut rump and 
uppertail; paler, whiter 
underparts without buff 
washes; more slender 


bill; different voice. 


MARBLED GODWI1 


»@ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 
» © NESTING Incubation 25 days by both sexes. Precocial young 
leave nest soon after hatching; feed themselves but tended by 


Brighter cinnamon on 
wings and underwing 
linings; barred rump; 


upcurved bill. 


_ both sexes. Female usually leaves, but male continues to tend 
young. | brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Rare vagrant 

to Pacific Coast in migration. 

© CONSERVATION 

Population well under 10,000. 

Most vulnerable during 

flightless stage in winter and 


Strong swift direct flight with head and ; 5 
long migration Over water. 


neck extended and long legs trailing 
behind tail. 


cation ; a ts - , 
Lined with bits of lichen, moss, and leaves ® on ground hidden in vegetation 


¢ built by both sexes ¢ 4 olive-buff eggs blotched with brown; pyriform, 


Migration Migratory Weight 13.3 ounces 


LOCATION 


Shape -»- 


Location m= ¢¢¢ 


2.6 inches long. 


pee Sexes similar |} Habitat ~ex 


IATE TIME 


1 AMERICA 


AMY SCOLOPACIDAL | SpecleS Naypenius madagascariensis | Length 22_26 inches [ wingspan 32-35 inches 


FAR EASTERN CURLEW 


—— = r huffy brown ¥ 
[ts remarkably long Dill C half the head with dark 
{ | © brown streaks 
leneth of its body, and d1 wee might call 
ot fer ii ®, help identify CNis tare? 
shorebird. Flying from w ering areas 
in Australia to nesting areas in 
Siberia, strays sometimes appeal 
on the Pribilofs and Aleutians 


during spring and summer; It 1s 


accidental in British 


Columbia. In flight it shows long decurved bill e 


a dark rump and white 
underwings. [The axillaries 
have dark barring and a 
blackish patch on the 
outer part of the leading 
edge of the wing. ‘The 
rump ts dark. 

e SONG Contact call 

is coor-ee. Alarm call of 

ker ker-ce-ker-ee. Night 


call sounds like bird’s 


© LTOWN WINGS 
mottled with white 


name, ser-/ew. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Wary; ea 
solitary to large and 
somewhat dispersed 

flocks. Active and vocal 

at night. Sometimes roosts 

in tall trees or shrubs. Uses 
beak to probe for burrowing 
prey. Also picks prey from the 
surface. Eats crustaceans, 


marine worms, insects and insect 


Similar Birds 


' LONG-BILLED 
y oN CURLEW 


Cinnamon overall, 


larvae, and other invertebrates. 


Ii . . ’ g Fa) 
¢ BREEDING Vlonogamous. Colonial. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 27-29 days by both sexes. Precocial 


including underwings. 


young tended by both parents; leave nest soon after hatching. 
tg 


thieht it 32—38 davs. |] brood per year. 


® POPULATION Casual on 


first 


Flight Pattern | \leutians and Pribilofs in spring 
— — —_——_— —— ind sumuner. Accidental in 
_ | a Aceh | . Means | coastal British Columbia. Fairly 
; Common to common in 
ane ancaaehe ——, breeding range of southeastern 
ae a urasia. Perhaps declining on 
mivn winter grounds in Australia. 
NV) oe 


Fd iia Be ee 
ES? £40CNTIICaATION 
vith leaves and grasses @ on knoll or dry hill ¢ 4 olive-green eggs marked 


srreenish brown blotches; oval to short elliptical, 2.8 inches long. 


Weight 1.7 pounds 


| Migration Migratory 


LOCATION 
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amily SCOLOPACIDAE Species Niymenius americanus \*&8h 23 inches | Wingspan 3640) inches 


LONG-BILLED CURLEW 


[he largest North American member of the sandpiper family has a very long, 


slender decurved bill. ‘Vhe male claims and defends large territories with a 

flapping gliding flight. After courtship and mating, these birds usually nest in dry 
uplands often near rivers but sometimes rangelands or farmlands. As 

with other curlews the female ts larger than the 9 indistinct eye line 
male. It is distinguished in flight by the 
long decurved bill and cinnamon 
underwing linings. 


CINNAMON-POFOWN 
e upperparts 


@ Jone decurved bill 


@ pinkish or grayish 
brown base on lower 
mandibl 


© buff-brown underparts 


¢ SONG Solid melodic 
ascending cu7-/ee. On breeding 
grounds gives bubbling 
warbled cur/eeececeeeeuun. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Feeds by 
probing mud with bill or 
dunking head under 
water. Eats adult 
insects, fly larvae, 
aquatic insects, 


@ dull blue-gray legs 


Similar Birds 


WHIMBREI 
Smaller; grayer overall; 


eray-brown head with 


distinctive stripes; pale 


mollusks, whitish gray underparts. 
Po taCGallls, and ; MARBLED GODWI1 
small amphibians. Often flies 2 ~ Smaller; straight or 
“in wedge-shaped flocks, especially in migration. A slightly upturned bill; 
; : ‘ i cinnamon secondaries; 
e my N , a ; vn : ; 
| BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial or semicolonial. brichtes inmer primaries 
¢ NESTING Incubation 27-30 days by both sexes. Incubating with fewer brown 


markings. 


bird sits motionless on nest even if approached. Precocial young 
leave nest soon after hatching. ‘Tended by both sexes. First flight at 
32-45 days. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common 
and widespread in nesting area. 
Byt 5 4,4-/ Casual to rare on southeastern 
Atlantic Coast in winter. 

Steady, strong wing beats in direct flight. © CONSERVATION 


Gliding flight in display on breeding Overgrazing in nesting areas has 
grounds. j 


Plight Pattern 


ites 


caused some decline. 


Lined with a few bits of grass, weeds, and chips * on ground in open prairie 


e 3-5 pale to olive-buff eggs with brown and olive spotting, 2.6 inches long. 


ATE fae TIME _____~ LOCATION _ 
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Wingspan 3() inches 


Family SCOLOPACIDAE 


BLACK-TAILED GODWIT ; 
"The tallest of the four godwits is a rare but 
regular spring migrant to the Aleutian Islands 
and is casual on the Pribilof Islands and the 
Atlantic Coast. In its native Eurasia it travels 
in large flocks, often numbering more than 

a thousand. In flight note the white 

rump, black tail, white wing bar, 

white underwing linings, and long 

legs extending well beyond 
the tail. Winter plumage 
shows a gray head, 
whitish underparts, 


rusty red head 
and neck 


mottled rusty 
brown upperparts 


long, straight, 
sometimes slightly 
upourved 


bicolored bill 


and gray-brown 
upperparts. 

¢ SONG Display 
call is clear, 
repetitious /pee- 
wit, pee-wit. Also 
makes low, 
throaty gruffo and 
growling wee-eeh. 
Contact call is 
quiet, continuous 
tuck ov keck. 


© BEHAVIOR Gregarious. 

Feeds off dry land in warm 

weather and moves closer to water in 
autumn. Eats insects and their larvae 
and other invertebrates by probing with 

bill. When its nesting ground is invaded, it 

ageressively attacks intruder. 30-50 birds often perform 
synchronized flights with elaborate twists and turns. 

® BREEDING Monogamous. Loosely colonial. Male has 
switchback display flight that includes impressive aerial 
acrobatics with midair tumbling, and rolling and frolicking 


on the ground. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 22—24 days by both sexes. Precocial 


rusty red 
breast 


black tail 


with white base 


long dark a nets 


gray legs 


white belly and | 
underparts with aa 

dark barring WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


HUDSONIAN GODWIT 
Black axillaries and 
underwing coverts; 
narrower upperwing 


long, wide white 
stripe; slimmer tail; 


wing stripe 
narrower white 
uppertail band. 


BAR-TAILED GODWIT 
More barring on 
upperparts; broad dark 
brown streaking on 
feathers; rufous- 
chestnut underparts; 
white rump; white- 
barred tail; uniformly 
dark wings without 
wing stripe; long, 
slightly upturned bill. 


young leave nest soon after 
hatching. ‘tended by both sexes 
but feed themselves. First flight 
at 25-30 days. 1 brood per year. 
® POPULATION Rare but 


consistent migrant on western 
Aleutians. Casual on Pribilofs 
and along Atlantic Coast. 


| Habitat @ see ru Migration Migratory 


TIME_ _ LOCATION 


On tussock hidden in tall grasses ¢ lined with grass @ built by female ¢ 4 olive- 
ereen eggs blotched with brown; oval to elliptical, 2.2 inches long. 


Weight 8 9 ounces 
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Qn oy ~~ 7 pi x ° 2 
milY SCOLOPACIDAE Species 7 jmasa haemastica | °"€M 15 inches | Wingspan 27 inches 


HUDSONIAN GODWIT 


On the shores of James Bay in Canada, 
thousands of these birds can be seen 


migrating together in late August. bsenih bind book 
The male godwit is quiet during with white-tipped 


migration but has a noisy, feathers giving scaly 
i Appearance ? 


complex display flight during | 
breeding. ‘The female is 
larger and duller with 
less barring. Both sexes 
are distinctive in 
flight with a white 
rump, a black 
tail with white 
base, a white ‘ a ; e@ dark chestnut 
Wing stripe, : ot ly A ee Ser underparts 
and dusky black - ei 
wing linings and 
axillaries. In 
winter the bird has 
a gray back and neck Bact wide 
and whitish underparts. white tail 

e SONG Sings a clear 

high-pitched f0e-wit, god-wit, 

whit, or toe-whit-ta. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Feeds by probing 


‘ lone pomt df 
slightly upcurved 
creamy pink bill 
with black Mp 


© black barring 


overall 


e@ dark blue-gray legs 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


MARBLED GODWI1 
Larger; lacks black-and- 
white wing and tail 


rapidly in mud with bill. Sometimes ia pattern; grayish 
wades deep enough to immerse bill and head in water. Eats cinnamon overall; 


mollusks, marine worms, crustaceans, and insects. Wary. Only Reet WOE FIED 


shorebird with undulating flight pattern. Flies in long lines or V- 
formation in migration. 


boldly spangled 


upperparts. 


BLACK-TAILED 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Gregarious. =~ Gopwi' 
Py) ia bb al ° cd P. s : +r A Oo q 
¢ NESTING Incubation 22-25 days by female during day and : broad wing bar on tail 
Ale « sa} Breeociel © | é ieee a ; | : ; reaches to outer 
ma aut night. Frecocial young leave nest SOCK a tel hate wng primaries; bright white 
and feed themselves. ‘Tended by both sexes. First flight at axillaries and underwing 
30 days. Parents very aggressive in defense of young. 1 brood coverts; less white on 


rump and upperwing. 


per year. 

¢ POPULATION The Hudsonian Godwit is fairly common to 
uncommon on its breeding 
grounds (but total breeding 
range poorly known). 


Uncommon to casual migrant 
on the Great Plains in spring 
and on the East Coast in 

Swift powerful undulating flight. Flies in autumn migration. Casual on 


straight lines or V-formation. the Pacific Coast 


Nest Identification 
Sparsely lined with dead leaves and fresh grass ® ov tussock hidden under marsh 


grass or shrubs @ built by both sexes ¢ 3—4 olive-buff to olive-brown eggs 


sparsely marked with olive-brown, 2.2 inches long. 


Shape -»¢ <= Location AAA 
oes CL 


Habitat yoo i cee Nem | Migration Mioratory Weight 7.8 ounces 


| as ) 1 | LOCATION 


MABE Sexes similar 
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i 


NS ES SN ERT LIE 


' 
| Family SC OL_OPACIDAE 
j i = 


BAR-TAILED GODWIT 


‘| his bird Was considered d delicacy in the 


Species 7 jyyysa lapponica | *°8 16 inches Wingspan 28 inches 


fifteenth century. It can be distinguished 
from the similar curlews by its upturned 


| bill. hese large shorebirds fly in big 


flocks and perform elaborate aerial 


| 
@ Jong slightly upturned 
wo-1one d bill 


movements. he female is larger and 
paler overall with streaked light 
chestnut or pinkish underparts. 


[n winter both sexes are gray. 
e@ solid red-chestnut 


In flight toes extend 
underparts 


beyond the up of the 
tail, and the rump Is 
either whiush or 


LTAY-OTOWDN OF white or barred e 
black barring rump 
on tail 


WINTER 


e dark gray legs 4 
PLUMAGE 


barred, as are the wing 
MARBLED GODWI1 
Bright cinnamon wings, 


linings. ‘he wings are dark 


and lack stripes, and the w hite 
: np, and tail. 
tail has dark brown to black bars. aerans hen nt 


BLACK-TAILED 


© SONG Usually silent. On breeding grounds gives trilling 
song; slightly nasal dry éek; barking kak-kak; or keew ick. 

e BEHAVIOR Feeds by wading into water and picking from 
mud’s surface and by probing with side-to-side motion. Eats 
insects, crustaceans, marine worms, and mollusks. Nests on 
tundra and in swampy areas near lakes. Flocks in winter. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 20-21 days by both sexes. Soon after 
hatching precocial young are led to nearby marshes where they 
stay until they are able to fly. Young feed themselves but are 


“<= breeder in western Alaska. 
| ¥ 


———————— Very rare migrant along 


rect fight with strong stead | Atlantic Coast. 
Ing beats 


| 
| 
L_ 


| | | lichen, birch leaves, and grasses @ built by both sexes ¢ 2— olive or pale brown 


varsely spotted with brown, 2.2 


| NAPE -ee —_p LOCALION yyy \ J 
~~~ _- ‘ss 


— —S - a —— 


| Plumage ¢ ; Latent 
| Ef Sexes similar Habitat aa 


TIME LOCATION 


tended by both sexes. 1 brood 
| Flight Pattern per year. 
BO — ® POPULATION Uncommon 


S Casual along Pacific Coast. 


“fe . 
Nest Identification | 
—_— - | | sually on moist or mossy tundra hidden in grass on tussock ¢ lined with moss, 


inches tong. 


GODWII 

Longer legs and neck; 
flatter forehead; slightly 
more blunt, less up- 
curved bill; white rump 
and belly; heavy, 
irregular barring on 
lower breast and belly; 
wide black terminal tail 
band; bold white stripe 


in wing. 
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amil¥ SCOLOPACIDAE Species J imaysa fedoa | Length 1820) inches 


~@ BEHAVIOR Often feeds 
by wading into water. Probes 


for crustaceans, mollusks, and worms. Also eats insects, 


» 


and berries. Often flocks in nonbreeding seasons. Prefers high 


MARBLED GODWIT 


‘Taking its name from its call of 
godWHIT, godWHIT, this buff-brown 
bird is distinguished by its long 
upturned bicolored bill. Very 
social and nesting in 
semicolonial groups, these 
shorebirds have no clear 


blackish mottling 
on upperparts @ ® Jong slightly 


upturned creamy pink 


. . ee ; ' \ 
territorial boundaries. blackish wings \ bill with dusky tip, 
Most spend winters on — with red-brown 35.5 inches long 


on outer tips of 
secondaries and 
inner primaries ‘ 


the coast and migrate 
in flocks. In flight 
note the cinnamon 
wing linings and 
cinnamon-buff in 

the primary and 
secondary feathers. 

¢ SONG Distinctive 
bold grating cor-ack, 
terWHIT, or 
godWHIT. Repetitive 
barking rack-a or 
raddica in display. 


© huff-hrown overall 


@ finely barred 
underparts 


long Aluish 
* WINTE 
_*® gray legs NTER 


PLUMAGE 


HUDSONIAN GODWI1 
Heavily barred reddish 
chestnut underparts in 
with bill in tidal flats and mudflats breeding plumage 

© gray and white 
underparts in winter 


including grasshoppers, and vegetal materials, including seeds © black tail with white 


base; white rump; 


; : i lusky blac g 
plains and rangelands, often nesting in grassy meadows near Sey Ue ne 
: linings in fight; dusky 


water. In migration flocks fly in long lines with the front fiiphe foatherse bold 


changing irregularly. white wing stripe. 
-@ BREEDING Monogamous. Loosely colonial. Generally noisy LONG-BILLED 


; 


when breeding. CURLFW | 
~ - . = : Long decurved bill; 

© NESTING Incubation 21-23 days by both sexes. Precocial -danamon Tiehe heushers 

young leave nest soon after hatching. ‘Tended by both sexes. more heavily marked 


First flight at about 21 days. 1 brood per year. 


with brown; larger. 


¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common on interior 

breeding grounds. In winter 
common on the West Coast and 
fairly common on ‘Texas Gulf 
Coast and in Florida. Rare but 
regular on tidal flats in the East. 
© CONSERVATION Declining 
because of the conversion of 
habitat to farmland. 


Lined with dry grasses ® in grassy prairies not far from water on dry ground 


in grasses ® 3—5 greenish to olive-buff eggs lightly marked with brown, 
Shape se <> Location gey 2.2 inches long. 


Ee Sexes similar Habitat ye 1 wi Nee Migration Migratory Weight 11.3 ounces 


ATE TIME LOCATION 


()] NOT 


eae 


1 OS SEIT ORBLE 


| SPecles Arenaria interpres | Length g_1() inches | Wingspan 17_18 inches 


amily SCOLOPACIDAE 

: r 4 - 2 <4 . “ 

Pie oy — ; 

RUDDY TURNSTONE 

Ihe alarm cry of this stout little ploverlike 
shorebird alerts other birds CO possible danger. It 


hlack-and 


; _ ; 
ten 1S Seel ying the drift line on beaches, 
often 1s seen probing the Grit Hine ¢ white face @ 


short point d 
| dark bill tilts 


Bey, at up ® 
’ fo 


even cleaning up leftovers from beach picnics. 
Some will take bread from a human hand. In 


hlack, white, and rusty 
red harlequin-patterned 
e wines and back 


flight the vividly patterned body and wings 


are unmistakable in bold rusty reds, blacks, 


and white. Winter plumage shows a brown 
and-white face, dull brown wings and 
back, and a brown bib but retains os 

, iI : ite iDSs OG ; 
the striking white stripes on .. ait 


the wings, back, and tail. shin 


© black bib 
on breast 
© SONG Low guttural 
rattle. Alarm call 1s chick-7k or 
kewk. Vlight call is ket-ah-kek or &1t-11 

it, While feeding gives contact call of /a7/. 
® BEHAVIOR Roots through seaweed 
and tips over stones, shells, and other 


e white underparts 


—e short orange-red legs 
(duller in winter) 


things washed up onto shore. Feeds on 
insects, mollusks, crustaceans and their 


eggs, worms, and bird eggs. 


Sometimes eats discards of birds such WINTER ° 
as oystercatchers, including carrion. PLUMAGE 
May eat coconut meat as well. Forages alone or in small 
flocks often mixed with other shorebirds. Other shorebirds 
may nest near Lurnstones to gain protection from predators. BLACK ‘TURNSTONE 
: ‘ Jark chin; lack 
® BREEDING Monogamous. en haley OIE 
; chestnut or rust coloring; 
¢ NESTING Incubation 21-24 days by both sexes, but female dark reddish brown legs 
does more. Precocial young leave nest soon after hatching but ¢ Alaskan and West 
: : : Coast range. 
feed themselves. Lended by both sexes, but female leaves 
betore first flight at 19-21 days. 1 brood per year. 
® POPULATION Common 
Flight Pattern | and widespread on tundra 

—— ; ~ ; breeding grounds and on coasts 
| . : : . 
| << ~ in winter. Casual to rare inland 
| in migration, except around the 
| ‘ ° 

—— Great Lakes where the species 

vit di a . is More Common. 
| | 

Nest Identification 
I ee : : | i} with bits of dry plants, withered leaves, moss, grass, or seaweed ® In open 
indra @ built by female ¢ 2-4 olive-green to olive-buff eggs marked with 
| VE -se LOCatl Lx nd blacks, 1.6 inches long. 
Plumage Ceyec oc; ‘lar Habit< | Migration 4; Weight | 
Sexes similar a ve Migratory 3.9 ounces 


— 


LOCATION 
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Length 9 inches Wingspan 17 


amily SCOLOPACIDAE 


Specles A yenaria melanocephala 


BLACK TURNSTONE 


Stockier, with broader wings than the 


-18% inches 


ae dusky gray-black 
Ruddy ‘lurnstone, this bird blends so upperparts, head. 


well with its rocky habitat that it can 9 and neck 
barely be seen when still. ‘The | 
male displays by zigzagging 


around the female, flying 
high, then diving 
downward so hlack bill shghth 

e plu V1 17 OV ¢ nil 


aN 


® dusky cray-bla 

breast prink Jed WINTER 
; y , > ‘ 

ANd edved white I LUMAGE 


Similar Birds | 


eu Atte Jy //) Rl DD I RNSTONI 
“ White chin; harlequin 


dusky 


fast that its feathers 
OTANLE legs e 


make an audible 
vibration. It breeds in 
coastal Alaska and winters 
along the Pacific Coast from 


lack ind white face 


pattern; black bib; rust 


chestnut upperparts 


south-central Alaska to Mexico. RES eee WES 

In flight it shows a white back, mikes 

white wing stripe, and a white base to ee ed 
the tail. In winter plumage the Black scans Ryeaeill: Wremacee. ada 


‘Turnstone lacks the spot in front of the eye and the white upperparts; white chin 


spotting on the breast, and it displays duller yellow legs. me pai a aark 

e SONG Guttural rattle, sé/77r, higher than that of Ruddy ic eeoeey ante Ml St. 
Turnstone. A thin peef-weef-weet on breeding grounds. sides, flanks, and 

© BEHAVIOR Using its wedgelike bill, turns seashells and pacer elimaiery Seiki 


vellow legs and feet; 


tocks to forage for insects, as its name suggests. Also eats stouter bill has dull 


barnacles, crustaceans, and mollusks. Uses beak to pry food off yellow base to lower 
‘rocks or inserts beak into shell to open. Solitary feeder or ee ha 
forages in small flocks; often with other species of shorebirds. vndavklcecsikwi. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. b. black terminal band | 


¢ NESTING Incubation 21-24 days by both sexes. Precocial 
young leave nest soon after 

hatching; feed themselves. 
First flight at 23 days. 1 brood 

per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common 

but has declined in past 20 


Swift direct flight on rapidly beating a ee ee 
years; reason undetermined. 
wings. On breeding grounds male has , 


zigzag display in flight. 


2) eae 
___ Nest Identification 


Shape -»¢ Location 


Lined with grass @ built by both sexes ¢ 3—4 yellow-green to olive eggs with dark 


brown blotches; oval to pyriform, 1.6 inches long 


lt = = 


Weight 4 () ounces 


\TE = _ . TIME. LOCATION 


RENE OE I EL 


p= ® 


Family ScOLOPACIDAE 
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Wingspan 2() inches 


Length 1() inches 


SPecles A pfriza virgata 


SURFBIRD 


The Surfbird is distinguished from similar species by tts 


short thick blunt black-tipped, yellow-based bill and 
head and upperparts 


heavily streaked with 
dusky black spots ’ 


distinctive plumage showcased tn flight. \loft the 
bird is easily spotted with its white wing 


bar and broad white tail with | 


broad black triangle at the 
tip. The Surfbird’s 


: ; mostly golde HW 
wintering range 


white- and chestnut 
edged upperparts e 


short stout 
black bill with 
yellow base 


rufous scapulars e 


extends on 


Ne hear ly streaked and 
spotted dusky throat, 
breast, sides, and flanks 


the coasts from 


southeastern 
Alaska to southern 
Chile, where it forages 


yellowish green e— 


legs WINTER 


PLUMAGE 
in the spray of the surf 


—— 


line. During this time the lar Birds 


bird’s head, upperparts, and , 
| l tal deel ROCK SANDPIPER 
yreast plumage are a solid dark gray. fa lhreGacewaean bo 


@ SONG A short wickee-doo or week-doo or pee-weet. Sometimes a black lower breast 


series of calls, ee tee treet, krrree krree, and lew few or tew-it-few tt. patch; chestnut-edged 
. . . ; : : black crown and back; 
¢ BEHAVIOR During nesting season often seen scampering 


across mountain rocks and feeding on beetles, flies, wasps, 


white wing stripe and 
dark tail show in flight; 


saat , : 1 » slender dark bill. 
caterpillars, and other insects. Near stony or rocky shores eats ici acon Maia 


BLACK ‘TURNSTONE 
Winter plumage ¢® short 
bill, slightly upturned at 
up; blackish gray 


small mollusks, crustaceans, and soft parts of barnacles. Highly 
defensive of nests, the Surfbird will guard eggs from grazing 
sheep, caribou, and other threatening animals, including 
humans, by delaying flight until the final moments of a 
predator's approach. ‘Then it explodes into flight in the 
predator's face, forcing it to step back from the nest site. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Gregarious. 


¢ NESTING Incubation performed by both sexes, but time 
Flight Pattern 

by both parents. First flight 

estimated at 19-21 days. 1 


= cies brood per year. 
ae | eas Fe iy fs — @ POPULATION Stable, but 


uncommon. 


upperparts and breast; 
bold black-and-white 
Wing pattern; white 
back; black rump; white 
base to black tail. 


unknown. Precocial young leave 
nest soon after hatching, 
feeding themselves, but tended 


| Nest Identification 


| \loss-lined with lichen and dead leaves @ shallow depression of bare dry rock on 


——— | 


ledge or natural depression above timberline ¢ built by male and female ¢ 4 buff 


aD cee 


s with reddish brown spots; pyriform, 1.7 x 1.2 inches. 


Weight 6.5 ounces | 
1 Se SS et 


Migration Migratory 


LOCATION 
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}Family SCOLOPACIDAE species Cyfidris tenuirostris | ©°8" 11 inches 


GREAT KNOT 
Large in comparison to other knots or “peeps,” and the largest 
member of its genus, this bird nests in the mountains of eastern 
Siberia. During spring migration vagrants have been spotted on 
Cape Prince of Wales, Alaska, and areas around the Aleutians and 
Pribilofs, St. Lawrence Island, and the Seward 

Peninsula. In flight it shows a thin white 


Lray-brown 


wing stripe, and the white rump upperparts with 
} contrasts with the dark tail. pale edged feathers e 


long straight 


Adults in breeding plumage black hil] 


have blackish backs and 


black-and-white 
—® spotted breast 


dark tail 


JUVENILE 


© dark chevron- BREEDING 
shaped marks PLUMAGE 
down sides and 

psitch on undertail 


breasts, with white edging to the 

feathers; black chevron-shaped marks 

on the lower breast, sides and flanks; 

and rusty-red scapulars with white tips. 

» Winter adults show gray upperparts with 

) a lightly spotted breast. 

¢ SONG Call of zyuf-nyut, similar to Red 
Knot. Soft whistling. Silent most of the time. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Probes with beak in muddy areas, locating food 
~ by touch. Eats mollusks and other marine invertebrates outside 
breeding season. On breeding grounds eats insects, seeds, and 

' green plants. Like the Surfbird, breeding haunts are mountains 
_ above timberline, and it inhabits coastal areas the rest of the 
eyear. Gregarious outside the breeding season, often flying in 

» large flocks and feeding in large numbers with other shorebirds. 


~ ® BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 


- @ NESTING Incubation 21-23 days by both sexes, mostly 
male. Precocial young leave nest soon after hatching. First flight 
at 18-20 days. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Accidental 
on Alaskan islands in Bering 
-—---~--~~~~~~-~-------. Sea and coastal southern Alaska. 
Uncommon to rare on breeding 
grounds in eastern Siberia. 
Winters in southern Asia and 
northern Australia. 


underparts COverts 


dark greenish 
legs and feet WI NTER 
PLUMAGE 


Poe. ae %, x , 


RED KNOT 


Smaller; brick-red 


underparts in summer; 


less contrast between 


rump and tail. 


SURFBIRD 


< Stout bill; yellow-green 


legs; lacks black neck 


and upper breast; in 


flight shows broad 
white wing stripe and 
white tail with wide 
black subterminal band. 


Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats. 
Flocks move rapidly, often changing 
direction as a unit. 


4 Lined with leaves, lichen and mosses ® 4 eggs, gravish yellow, with ovoid 


Shape Location ob: brownish red spots; pyriform, 1.7 inches long. 


pHabitat 4 Nem ox Migration Migratory Weight 5.9 ounces 


TIME LOCATION 
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| Family ScOLOPACIDAE 


| RED KNOT 
At one time the Red Knot was one of the most abundant 
shorebirds in North America, but 19th-century market 


‘rs diminished its population by 
hunter Pol buff-chestnut 


slaughtering it in both spring and 5 tte 
dappled brown- 


P mn migrations. It can be 
ree ; © black upperparts 


distinguished by its 


chunky body, short bill, 
WINTER 


and short greenish 
PLUMAGE 


legs. Known as classic 
high-arctic breeders 
and long-distance 


migrants, Red Knots 
short, @ 
=. ee shehtly curved 
lower half of South Aloch ball 


winter mostly in the 


America and may 


. huff-chestnut d 
travel 19,000 miles per ae 


breast finely barred 
pale grayish 
white tail and 
rump 


year. Dappled brown- 
black upperparts and ; blew 
greentsh legs 


chestnut underparts turn 

to pale gray upperparts and 

white underparts in winter. 

¢ SONG Generally silent. Feeding 
birds and flocks in flight emit harsh monosyllabic sva/. 


CURLEW SANDPIPER 
Slim and small; longer 


¢ BEHAVIOR Generally feeds on beaches, tidal flats, and curved bill; pale rump * 
red underparts in 


Males on breeding grounds whistle a melodious poos-me. 


lagoons. Eats mollusks, crabs, and insects and their larvae. 

/ ; : : : ; : ; ; breeding plumage. 
When feeding in mud probes for food with bill. Often migrates 
GREAT KNOT 


and winters in large flocks that wheel, bank, and roll together in 
‘ ‘ Longer bill; large body; 


tight, dashing formations. Breeding display flight involves high, lacks robin-red face, 
circling flight on sull or quivering wings, ending with a rapid, neck, and underparts; 
tumbling fall, and landing with wings upraised. heavily spotted white 
_— = underparts; heavy black 
© BREEDING Monogamous. Gregarious. spotting on breast; 
¢ NESTING Incubation 21-23 davs by both sexes. Precocial black streaking on neck 
; l : | hj ; T fst ten tech and head; more heavily 
ye ung ea) C Nest soon a el latching. bended Dy DOTN sexes. barred pale rump and 
First flight at 18-20 day s. Female leaves before first flight. tail © spring migrant in 
| 1 brood per year. western Alaska. 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon to fairly common on breeding 
grounds and in migration on 
Atlantic Coast. Uncommon 
transient on Pacific Coast. A 
rare transient inland. 

© CONSERVATION Federal 
protection has helped increase 
populations of this bird. 


ed with leaves, lichen, and moss ¢ hollow in clumps of lichens among 


id scant plant life near water ¢ built by both sexes, but male does 
Shape . ocati . + olive-buft eggs marked with brown-black spot; pyriform, 


Plumage Sexes similar Habitat 


Weight 4.4 ounces 


DATE TIME __ LOCATION 
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Length 8 inches 


Wings 


Family SCOLOPACIDAE 


SANDERLING 


r % . . ‘ 
[his sandpiper runs back and forth on the beach with the ebb 


PAN 15 inches 


and flow of the water, chasing receding waves to snatch up 
exposed invertebrates. It also stands on one leg for long periods. 
The palest of the sandpipers, this bird differs from others in its 
family by its lack of a hind toe. Its light-colored winter 
plumage blends in with dry sand. ‘The 
Sanderling nests in the arctic of 
both hemispheres and 
winters to the 
southern end of 
both, traveling 
as far as eight 
thousand miles 
between its 
summer and black 
winter homes. In houtders 
flight the wings 

show a broad white black lees 
stripe, black leading and 

trailing edges, and white 

underwings. Its white tail has 

black central tail feathers. 

© SONG Harsh évee. Also gives a 


Trusty wash 
weer head 


blac f e 
hill 


© 7usly wash 


aver breast WINTER 
and mantle PLUMAGE 


@ white 
underpart 


p ; ; : - inderpart extend 
tw1ck or kip while in flight. onto lower breast and 
, > . pper belly; barred 
© BEHAVIOR Hunts for sand crabs and mollusks in the sand at s iaialncat si 
- flanks and undertal 
the water’s edge. Also eats other crustaceans, marine worms, saver: baxed tum 


amphipods, isopods, and insects. On arctic breeding grounds in nonbreeding lack 

eats insects and insect larvae, some plants, leaves, and algae. In AE Nh Sees 

flight flocks often wheel and turn, changing direction with Pry DUNLIN 

flashing wings and a change of color, first showing dark backs — ae ens ee 

then light underparts. J sas : this | 
* © BREEDING Monogamous or polyandrous. Colonial. brown upperparts 

¢ NESTING Incubation 24-31 days usually by male, while ee 

female often lays second clutch, incubating 1 while male upper bresvt with fine 

incubates other. Some females take 2 mates, lay a clutch in each dusky streaking; lack 

Diack In bend of wing 


nest, then leave the males to tend the eggs and young in their 
respective nests. Precocial young leave nest soon after hatching: 
feed themselves but tended by 
at least 1 parent; female leaves 
if male is present. First flight at 
17 days. 1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common. 

© CONSERVATION Decline 
due to destruction of habitat. 


Lined with small leaves, grass, lichen, mosses, or willow leaves © on high. well- 
drained, rocky tundra @ built by both sexes, but male does more © 3—4 dull olive 


Shape ~es- Sy «LOCATION ms iki green or brown eggs sparsely spotted with brown and black, 1.4 inches long 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat weg sere ns Migration Migratory Weight 4.2 ounces 


es ) |.’ | =o — LOCATION 


Wingspan 4143 inches 


AMY SCOLO 


~ACIDAE | Species Calidris pusilla 


PALMATED SANDPIPER 


| 
| i his coastal inhabitant gets its name from ' utmies 
| the partial webbing it has between tts front crown, auriculars. 
| =oroes. This bird often mingles with othe wd scapular ientn 
| shorebirds such as sanderlings and Aust somdae a and throat 
| Semipalmated Plovers around the time UTOSS eYE 

of high tide. Like most shorebirds, 

Semipalmated Sandpipers will LaV-OTORN @ 


| : 

@ Alack semi-straight 
Alunt-tipped bill, 
deep at base 


. l (pperparts, 
Cos maenntls ED Ss 1ding on one a 
requenuly Ssiec] Canding ON ONC rown, and nape 


or both legs, with their bill 
tucked into their back feathers. 
Sometimes they will travel 
along the beach hopping on 


one leg. Grayer in all ® dusky dark- 


brown-streaked 


plumages than most 
chest sid patches 


peeps and have less 
streaking on the 
breast and no spotting © thick short body 


on the flanks. 
@ SONG Short churk 
or churp. On breeding 


—e black legs and feet 


ground, song given in 
flight is a monotonous £ce- 

kee he -kE ¢ 

e BEHAVIOR ‘The bird ts often 


seen running along the beach, pecking 


WINTER 
and occasionally probing the sand, PLUMAGE 


> aa 


. . . . 7 
Similar Birds ; 4 


WESTERN SANDPIPER 
<< Bright rufous on 
i scapulars, back, ear 
patch, and crown; gray 
© NESTING Incubation 18-22 days by both sexes. Precocial plumage, less 
uniformly brown; larger 


searching for insects, worms, small mollusks, and small 
crustaceans. Generally feeds farther from the water’s edge 
than other peeps. Often gathers in large flocks 1n migration. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Gregarious. Aggressive during 


breeding season. 


young leave nest on day of hatching and feed themselves, has 
and lankier; longer 


tended by both parents. Female abandons after few days. First legs: longer, slightly 
| flight at 14-19 days. 1 brood per year. decurved bill 
© POPULATION Fairly common to common on breeding Se 
Inds. Common migrant from Atlantic Coast to central Great 
Plains: rare migrant in the West, 
Flight Pattern south of Canada. Casual to rare 

=> in Florida in winter. 

~* | Aw.Aw A’! © CONSERVATION Species 


| 7 
> Ceeeere 4 still abundant but is being 
| 


| threatened due to diminishing 


stopover points. 


iNest Identification ( ined with leaves and moss ® nests generally built on grassy slope or 
$$: $$ unded by short vegetation @ built by both sexes ¢ 2-4 whitish to 
blotched with brown, chestaut, or gray; ovate pyriform to 
—_ n, 0.8 x 1.2 inches 
lar | __. & == Migration Migratory Weight 1.1 ounces 
; a - f 


ME ; LOCATION 
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Family SCOLOPACIDAE Length 67 inches 


Species (y/idris maurt 


~ a | ~ 
WESTERN SANDPIPER 
A long-distance migrant, the Western Sandpiper 
flies southeast and remains on North and 


bright rufous 
(CTORHW @ 
South American coasts during the winter | 


rufous base 
of scapulars ¢ 


months. It is the western relative of 
the Semipalmated Sandpiper, 
, which it closely resembles 


/ except for a longer bill 
that usually appears 
slightly drooped at the 

up. In breeding plumage 

it has arrow-shaped spots 

on the sides and breast 
and rufous on the crown, 

» ear patches, and scapulars. 
In winter plumage it is one 
of the palest “peeps,” with 
almost no contrast in the 
faintly mottled upperparts. 
¢ SONG High raspy eet or cheet. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Often can be identified by a distinctive feeding 
pattern: while snatching invertebrates it occasionally eats with 
its head immersed in the water. Feeds primarily on insects but 
also takes small crustaceans, mollusks, and worms. In migration 
and on wintering grounds, often occurs in large flocks. Coastal 

‘outside breeding season, but fairly common inland in migration. 

» © BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Highly gregarious. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 18-21 days by both sexes. Precocial 

» young leave nest a few hours after hatching. Female departs, 

but male tends young. Young feed themselves. First flight at 
17-21 days. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common to 

abundant on breeding grounds; 
common in migration and on 

US coastal wintering grounds. 

© CONSERVATION Abundant 

but still vulnerable to habitat 

loss at stopover points. 


© arrow-shaped 
spots on sides 


partialh 
black legs © webbed toes 


and feet 


Oe, poe 


ae 


a 


Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats. 
| | Large tight flocks twist and turn in 
coordinated movements. 


Lined with leaves, grass, and lichens @ slightly elevated ¢ 


lines nest ® 3—5 whitish brown eggs marked with red-bro 


Shape -»,. LOCATION mm Slip 


().87 x 1.2 inches. 


Wingspan 12: 


tundra near water ® male hollows out several sites: female chooses one and 


-14 inches 


bright rufous 
@ ¢d/ patche 


@ Jong tapered 
black bill slightly 
da) Oo pe d at the “ip 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


SEMIPALMATED 
SANDPIPER 

Shorter bill without 
drooped tp; duller in 
color; less rufous; faint 


or nonexistent mantle 


and scapular lines; dark 


brown upperparts 
edged with buff; 


makes harsh churé. 


LEAST SANDPIPER 
Smaller; brown wash 
on head, head, neck, 
and breast with dark 
brown streaking; 
vellow-green legs 


and feet. 


ea, Lg tae 5207/ YS 
= Aiea ta, 
ePID 
PED WA Pas 


MN moist or dry 


wn spots; pyriform, 


Habitat 


lumage Sexes similar cide’: 


\ATE TIME LOCATION 


Migration Migratory Weight ().8 ounce 
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Family SoOLOPACIDAE Species Culidris ruficollis _| Length 6.25 inches | Wingspan 4 1_12 inches 


RED-NECKED STINT | | 
Previously called the Rufous-necked 
Sandpiper, this native of Asia is a rare 
breeder in the summer In western ieiteps teal ack 
and northern Alaska. It is one of the rufous back with and throat 


black mottling and 
white-cdued feathers e 


dark brown 
streaking 
On head 


easier “peeps” to identify in 


breeding plumage, with rufous 


on the head, neck, and mantle. 
Adults migrate before 
juveniles and sometimes 


straight 


black bill 


white undertail coverts 


reach their 


destinations still 
wearing their _ 


breeding plumage. white flanks, 6 
In flight shows sides, and belly 


whitish chin 
and base of bill (| 
| 


dark streaks form 
“necklace” around i 


uppertail coverts with 
breast and neck 


a black center and white black legs e~ mies 
margins. Winter plumage a re | deel ot, 


Ee 


shows gray wings and back and js | 
darker gray streaks on the sides. <_ | 
© SONG Coarse cit or prip. Also has squeaking call of wees. Display SS } 
flight song of wheet, wheet, whek, whek. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Forages on shore by picking items off surface; sometimes PLUMAGE 
probes mud. Eats insects, crustaceans, and worms. Off breeding 
grounds feeds in mixed flocks with other shorebirds. Mainly 
coastal and highly gregarious when not breeding, preferring » «WESTERN SANDPIPER 
mudflats. Prefers inland wetlands during migration, when tt flies Pe SEMIPALMATED 
SANDPIPER 


q 
WINTER 
j 


in aught, highly maneuverable flocks. 
Longer bill; longer legs; 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. k.. dincker forehead: 

@ NESTING Incubation 21-23 days by both sexes; if 2 broods webbed toes ¢ in 
male incubates first, and female incubates second. Precocial eer eee eee 
young leave nest soon after hatching and feed themselves. 
‘Tended by 1 parent. First flight at 15-18 days. 1-2 broods per year. 
® POPULATION Uncommon 
to rare on Alaskan breeding 
grounds. Regular migrant to 
west coast of Alaska and islands 
in the Bering Sea. Casual to 
accidental on both Pacific and 
Atlantic Coasts in migration. 
\ccidental inland. 


rufous on breast. 


Nest Identification 


Lined with willow leaves ¢ small pile of grass or tundra moss ¢ 4 yellow eggs 
jotted with rufous-cinnamon at larger end; pyriform, 1.1 inches long. 


Sexes similar | Habitat ql Migration Migratory Weight 1.1 ounces 


PIME — LOCATION 
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amily SCOLOPACIDAE Length 6 inches Wingspan 4 1_12 inches 


LITTLE STINT 
This sparrow-sized native of 
the Arctic regions was first 
recognized in North 
America in 1975. Since 
that time it has been 
found as a casual 


© brown and oranee-rust 
SCARS ON COON 


e@ dusky car 
coverts and lores 


dark brown 
® streaking on sides 


: short 
migrant on both straight 
coasts and as a rare black bill © cream or whi 
VISItOr, usually in while edging on mantle forms 
spring migration, to throat lor 2 Vs on back 


. ¢ md chin 
islands off western i 


Alaska. In breeding 
plumage its small size; 

short straight black bill; 
black legs; and rusty red 
head, upperparts, and breast 
are good clues to its identity. Its shite ball 
winter plumage shows dull grayish and 
brown upperparts, individual black underwings 
feathers with rusty and white 
edgings, and a gray wash with dark 
grayish brown streaks over its breast. 
In all plumages the long primary 
projection separates this species from 
other similar “peeps.” 

» © SONG Call is s#/z, Also makes short 


-© black legs 


, trill, chi, or see-seet call. Sings weak svee-svee-svee. RED-NECKED STIN1 
© @ BEHAVIOR Pecks quickly at surface and probes in mud with | “3% : ee ps Pe 
: i : ; : : : > vas darker brick-re¢ 
bill. Eats various insect larvae and other invertebrates. Highly sonal Rand: azcle 
' gregarious, moving in flocks in migration and winter. Becomes throat, and breast 
- aggressive and territorial when feeding. Often tame, allowing * safer necklage et 
: i ; : dark brown streaks; 
-<lose approach. In flight, flocks often quickly wheel and dart in é ; 
; | oe ’ ) more elongated body; 
migration and on wintering grounds. shorter tarsi; longer bill. 
~@ BREEDING Serial polygamy. Colonial. LEAST SANDPIPER 
¢ NESTING Incubation 21-23 days; if 2 broods male and Bellow: legs eeiyer 


upperparts. 


female incubate separate clutches. Precocial young leave nest 
day of hatching and feed themselves, but are tended by at least 
1 parent. First flight at 

‘Flight Pattern i 15-18 days. is pntioes per year. 

¢ POPULATION Accidental in 
western Alaskan islands. Casual 
on Pacific and Atlantic Coasts. 
Common to abundant on 
Eurasian breeding grounds and 
wintering grounds. 


NT ees ake pie, 
Nest Identificatii 


Lined with willow and dwarf birch leaves ® on raised grassy or mossy areas 


¢ 4 olive-green or yellow eggs with reddish brown mottling; pyritorm, 


Shape -»¢- LOCatiON ame Les 1.1 inches long. 


MABE Sexes similar | Habitat J see ix Migration Migratory Weight ().8 ounce 


ATE TIME____ #2 LOCATION 
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Species ('y/idris subminuta | ‘©"8" 5_6 inches 


ear a SE I 


Family S§oOLOPACIDAE 


LONG-TOED STINT 


this East Asian shorebird from other stints and “peeps.” 
However, this is a very difficult characteristic to see in the 
field. More useful field marks are the long neck, rufous 


extending to the base of the bill, sometimes 
joining the dusky lores. ‘The legs and 

feet are yellow-green. Juveniles 
are similar to breeding 

adults, which have a 

buffy wash on the 
breast and a dark 
eye stripe 
expanding into a 
dark auricular 
patch. A long-distance 

migrant, this bird winters 

on the coasts of India, Asia, 

and Australia. In flight it shows a 
narrow white wing stripe and a gray JUVENILE 
tail with dark central tail feathers. 

¢ SONG Slow repeated vver. Most common call is soft bubbling 
brief prrt, chrrup, or chulip. Other calls include grating “#h-1k-11k. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Frequents grassy swampy regions and alpine 
tundra. Feeds in small flocks or alone, either slowly and 
mouselike or actively with quick little runs. Eats a variety of 
invertebrates in vegetation at water's edge. Lures intruders from 
nest with intensive distraction display. When alarmed, freezes 
crouched flat or stands upright with neck extended. 

© BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Displaying male circles 
high while singing. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 18-22 days by both sexes. Precocial 
young leave nest few hours after hatching and feed themselves. 
l'emale often deserts, leaving male to care for young. First flight 
at 17—21 days. 1 brood per year. 

* POPULATION Uncommon to rare in native Eurasia. Casual 
In migration to islands in Bering Sea; fairly common in spring 


Rare to accidental on West 
Coast and elsewhere. 


| Flight Pattern 


to fairly common, though 
vulnerable to habitat loss at 
stopover grounds. 


Nest Identification 


riform to subpyriform, 1.2 x 0.9 inches. 


IME a LOCATION 


[onger toes, particularly middle and hind digits, easily distinguish 


dark rufous-brown- 
streaked crown 


cap, white superciliary stripe, and dark forehead eray-brown and 
rufous-buff-edeed 
UpPperparts @ 


migration on outer Aleutians. 


® CONSERVATION Common 


Grass- and leat-lined with sedges and lichen ® on slightly elevated moist to dry 
| tundra by water, usually under shrub © male builds several scrapes, female 
} chooses one and lines ® 3-5 whitish brown eggs, marked with red-brown spots; 


SMe Migratory Weight 1.1 ounces 


thin 
blackish 
bill 


green base 
10 lower 
mandible 


gray-brown-streaked | 
breast and neck 


——e white 
underparts 


LITTLE STIN1I 
Smaller and darker 


black legs; shorter toes; 


similar coloring; short 


straight bill; rufous 


upperparts and sides of 
breast, with dark 

spotting pattern; white | , 
underparts. 


LEAST SANDPIPER ' 
Closely resembles; 
mouselike bird; 
medium-length slightly 
decurved bill; gray- 
brown head, chest, and 
upperparts; white 


underparts; indistinct 


whitish supercilium; 


yellow legs and feet. 
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amil¥ SCOLOPACIDAE Species Cafidris minutilla | “©"8 6 inches Wingspan 11-12 inches 


‘ ~ 
LEAST SANDPIPER 

During migration a small sandpiper on the edge 
of an inland pool or wet area Is likely to be this 


species. The Least Sandpiper is the smallest 
of the native North American streaked hrown-gray 


sandpipers and among e dark neck p Upper paris 


the smallest waders 


slender slightly @ whit 
decurved dark bill undertail 
COVETTS 


streaked & 
dark breast * : 
: _ while em e@ pale green 
in the world. These hell igh Sat 


e 5 UY yellow legs 

tame birds will walk — ————  y AR. 
close to humans along atl : al ——— 

| the shore. With a buff- ; B 


brown wash on its 


tS am a WINTER 
- streaked breast, it is one of the PLUMAGE 
» brownest and darkest of the “peeps.” Si 

The legs and feet are dull yellowish or greenish yellow rather ie ics 

than black like those of most small North American sandpipers. SEMIPALMATED 

: ee SANDPIPER 

© SONG High sneer or knee-eet. . 
; : Slightly larger; 

-@ BEHAVIOR Usually found in wet habitats where it obtains straighter bill; whiter 


food by picking small animals from surface of mud and by REE, KOE, BREST 
probing mud for insects, insect larvae, and small crustaceans. ici 
._ Gregarious, occurring in small to large flocks. Often mixes and 
_ forages with other species of shorebirds, especially in migration 


WESTERN SANDPIPER 
Larger; long bill is 


heavier at base and 


: : : : 
»and on wintering grounds. Relatively tame. Migrates at night. slightly downcurved at 
Ww hen flushed often rises quickly in zigzag fashion. ip; rustier back, ear 
patch, and crown; black 
| ¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Male announces cia @ beanie 
territory by singing continuously, often for several minutes, in plumage has more 
display flight. heavily streaked breast. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 19-23 days by both sexes (female at 
night; male during day; male 
om: light Pattern does more). Precocial young 
: leave nest day of hatching and 
feed themselves. ‘Tended by 
both sexes. First flight at 
14—16 days. 1 brood per year. 
© POPULATION Common. 


Swift direct flight with rapid wing 
beats. When flushed often rises 


quickly in zigzag fashion. 


Lined with grass and dry leaves ® on small pile of grass or moss near water 
¢ male begins building; female finishes ¢ 3—4 olive, pinkish, or buff eggs 


with dark brown spots; ovate pyriform, 1.2 x 0.85 inches 


ATE a _ TIME —s _ LOCATION 


} 


| 


— 


Family SCOLOPACIDAE Species Calidris fuscicollis 


Length 7_8 inches 


WHITE-RUMPED SANDPIPER 


{ he white rump, best seen in irieh 
ied LTAY 10 2TaY 


lich in someti 1es be 
fhiehe, Can MmctuimMe C e hrown head 


glimpsed on a standing 
e small streaks 
on head and 
neck 


bird when it spreads its 
wings slightly. At rest 
the wing tips extend @ bill 
well beyond the tail 
In flight che rump ts 
a distinctive field 
mark shared by 


only one othe \/low or @ 
; ercentsh rr 
small sandpiper, LTCCNISH Le 
’ brow H spol ‘ tis 
the Curlew ‘Aiuto? Bae “i 
Sandpiper (a of lowes .e 
mandibl a 


casual Co rare 
Eurasian species). 
A long-distance 
champion flier, this 
| small streaks € 
on breast, sides, 


and flanks 


bird migrates from 
the Canadian Arctic 
to southern South 
America, a distance of 


more than eight 
white é 


thousand miles. It appears underparts 


larger in flight than it does on the 
ground. Crown and back are rusty. 

© SONG High-pitched sees described as 
insectlike, mouselike, or batlike. 

e BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Often wades 


when foraging and may immerse entire head 1n water. Also 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


probes with bill in mud for food. Feeds on marine worms, 
insects, weed seeds, snails, and crustaceans. Often forms single- 
species flocks or mixes with other shorebirds. 

© BREEDING Polygamous. Male leaves breeding ground once 
eges are laid. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 21-22 days by female. Precocial young 
leave nest soon after hatching and feed themselves. ‘Tended by 
female. First flight at 

16-17 days. 1 brood per year. 
@¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common. Casual in the West. 
® CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to habitat 
destruction in staging areas. 


Flight Pattern 


shape 


Lif mn h wn: pyriform to ovate, 0.9 x 1.4 inches. 


we Locat 


Plumage Sexes similar 


DATE LOCATION 


\lade of lichens, moss, and leaves, especially dry willow ¢ on pile of grass or 


‘ar water ® built by female ¢ 3-4 olive-buff to light green eggs marked 


Wingspan 14 16.5 inches 


gray to gray-brown 
@ upperparts 


wingtips extend 
beyond tail 


blackish legs 


oe ; 
BAIRD’S SANDPIPER 
More brown overall; 
less-contrasting 
supercilium; buff 
edging on upperparts; 
buff wash on face and 
across streaked breast; 
lacks white uppertail 
patch. 

WESTERN SANDPIPER 


Smaller; shorter wings 
do not extend past tail; 


dark-centered uppertail. 


Weight 12 ounces 
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species ris bairdit | Length 7 5 inches Wingspan 15_16.5 inches 


Family SCOLOPACIDAE 


BAIRD’S SANDPIPER 


In early autumn large flocks 
of these thrush-sized birds 
gather on the Great 
Plains and fly to 
South America. 
Although they 
often join other syrajepr dark 
small sandpipers — A/// s/ightly 
during migration, “ped at ip 
these birds will 

separate from buff breast 
those flocks with fine 
and feed by streaks 
themselves. ‘This 

buff sandpiper has 

black legs and long 

wings that protrude 

well beyond the tip 

of the tail when 

standing. Its rump and 
uppertail are broadly 
dark-centered with very 
narrow whitish sides. Winter 
plumage shows more gray and less 
streaking, but the combination of short 

bill, short legs, and long wings distinguish it. 

¢ SONG Low raspy éveep or preeet. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Fairly tame. Essentially an inland species in 
migration. On migration prefers to feed in higher and dryer 
areas than other small sandpipers. Runs across mud and through 
shallow water, picking up bits of food. Does not probe with bill. 
Eats algae, amphipods, insects, and insect larvae. Sometimes 

» flies in mixed flocks with other shorebirds. 


buff head with 


®@ fine streaks 


—e mdistinct pale 
eye stripe 


white 
underparts 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Less gregarious than most other 
birds in genus. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 19-22 days by both sexes. Precocial 
young leave nest soon after hatching. ‘Tended by both sexes. 
First flight at 16-20 days. 
1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common inland; uncommon on 
both coasts in migration. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to habitat changes 
on staging areas. 


&) MS Ler ee B Pre 
Flight Pattern 


fies ie, y 
LGAeCnTLUICaATION 


Shape -»¢- Location xm ££¢ 0.9 x 1.4 inches. 


fi Habitat 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


| No nest material © under low plants or moss-covered rocks or on small pile 
of grass ® 4 pink to olive-buff eggs marked with dark browns; pyriform, 


Migration Migratory Weight 1.4 ounces 


Ve 


streaked back 
with scaly 
@ appearance 


wingtips extend 
beyond tail 


_® blackish legs 
and feet 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


WHITE-RUMPED 
SANDPIPER 

Brighter breeding and 
juvenile plumage with 
rusty wash on crown and 
back ® grayer 
nonbreeding plumage 

® streaking on 
underparts to flanks; 
lacks buff wash on head 
and bieast; white tail base. 


LEAST SANDPIPER 
Smaller; shorter, thinner 
bill; dull yellow legs. 
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Family SCOL OPA AC IDAE 


| PECTORAL SANDPIPER 


Pei 
: . AIR OLFOCH e 
“This bird is named for the two saclike sa 


; (TORN WIth 
structures under the neck and breast of black. chestnut. 


AHa / pale alien 
DOWN SIT Ipes 


the male. During courtship the male 
inflates these sacs, thus enhancing the 
appearance of the heavy streaking pin whin stripes 
on its breast. ‘he streaking ends on back and 
abruptly in a sharp line, weapulars @ 
separating it from the snow- 
white belly. During flight the 
sacs pump up and down tn 
rhythm with the bird’s 
hooting calls. In flight 
this bird shows a 
blackish brown rump 
and tail. Males and 
females are similar 
but the male has 
darker brown 
streaking on the 
throat and breast 

with white mottling. 
Winter plumage 1s 
pale brown overall. 

¢ SONG Low reedy churé or churrrt. Male 
has hooting courtship call; murmuring foghornlike hoor, khoory 


greenish 


yellow lees @ 


or loud coarse gr, gy gr repeated several times per second. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Forages in vegetation. Feeds by pecking and 
shallow probing. Eats insects and larvae, small crustaceans, 
spiders, seeds, and amphipods. In migration prefers meadows, 
marshes, pond edges, tidal flats, and mudflats. Usually in small 
flocks of 20-40 birds. Relatively tame. May fly short distance, 
then pitch back into grass. 

® BREEDING Promiscuous. Males mate several times. 

lemales visit territories of other males. Males leave territories 
prior to hatching of eggs. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 19-23 days by female. Precocial young 
leave nest soon after hatching and feed themselves, tended by 
female. First flight at 

18-21 days. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common to common on 
breeding grounds and in 
migration on East Coast and in 
Midwest; uncommon from 
Great Plains to West Coast. 


Flight Pattern 


Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats 


When flushed climbs with zigzag flight 


Shape & Location yyy 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat 


DATE ____ TIME 


LOCATION 


Species (/id/ris melanotos | ‘®"8t" 8_9 inches 


while stripe over 
e each CVE 


Ss i= Migration Migratory Weight 3.5 ounces | I 


» 


Wingspan 15_16 inches 


® slender black bill 

with greenish yellow 

hase to lower 

mandible | 


© streaked 
brown breast 


© scapular, tertial, and 
mantle feathers have 
blackish brown centers 
with chestnut to buff 
fringes 


© whitish underparts 


SHARP-TAILED 
SANDPIPER 

Lacks sharply defined 
streaked breast; buff 
wash across breast ® in 
breeding plumage has 
streaking on crissum, 
sides, and flanks 

¢ juvenile has buff- 
orange breast and rusty 
crown. 


RUFF Q 

Larger; longer neck; 
gray-brown breast with 
heavy spotting and 
blotches; in flight shows 
large white ovals on 
uppertail and stronger 
wing, bars. 


Grass and leaves © on dry ground near water ® built by female ¢ whitish to olive- 4 


| buff eggs splotched with dark browns; pyriform to oy al, 1.5 x 1.0 inches. 
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Length 5 inches Wingspan 17 inches 


~ am | 
SHARP-TAILED SANDPIPER ‘- 
This native of Eurasian tundra regions is a casual to 
uncommon spring migrant and common autumn 


bright 
migrant in western Alaska, and ts a rare autumn rufous 
migrant along the Pacific Coast to California. ‘These ay 


sandpipers usually travel in the company of other 
shorebirds. In flight it shows mostly white 
underwing coverts and axillaries, white lateral 
uppertail coverts with dark shaft streaks, and 


white eyebrows 
broaden 
behind eyes e 


—e white 
eye ring 


WY short, slightly decurved 
blackish brown bill with 
hint of pale gray or 

yellowish brown at base 


a wedge-shaped 
tail. Juveniles have a 
white supercilium, 
reddish cap, and rufous 
lores and auriculars. All 
plumages show streaked 
undertail coverts. 
> e SONG Soft clear p/eep-pleep-trrt, 
sometimes in a twittering sequence 
reminiscent of a Barn Swallow’s vocalizations. 
~@ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs on breeding grounds. 
» Male performs song flight with short, low-level upward flights 
. followed by downward glides on upraised wings. Gregarious in 
migration and on wintering grounds, often mixing with other 
. shorebirds. Eats many small insects and other invertebrates, 
including mollusks and crustaceans. On breeding grounds feeds 
: : s « : ; Longer neck; longer 
primarily on mosquito larvae. Often feeds in grasslands and drier bill: dave cap: charp 
: margins of wetlands similar to the Pectoral Sandpiper. . contrast between 


buff breast with 
light spots and 
streaks 


Se dull greenish 
gray legs and feet 


PECTORAL SANDPIPER 


brownish-streaked 
breast and white belly; 
yellow-green legs; white 
~@ NESTING Incubation estimated at 19-23 days by female. undertail coverts. 
 Precocial young leave nest soon after hatching and feed 
themselves. ‘Tended by female. 
First flight estimated at 

18-21 days. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Casual to 
common migrant in Alaska. 
Casual to rare across the rest of 
North America. 


» © BREEDING Polygynous; male mates with one or more 
females, each of which nests and incubates a set of eggs; solitary. 


ae 


Lined with willow leaves ® on moist ground sheltered by tall grasses or a 
bush ¢ 4 brownish olive or greenish eggs speckled with browns, often more 
concentrated at one end; pyriform to oval, 1.5 x 1 inches. 


Migration Migratory Welent 2.5 ounces 


TIME LOCATION 


Shape -»- LOCATION canes wee 


Habitat 
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Family SCOLOPACIDAE 


Species ¢/jd/ris prilocnemis | ©"E 9 inches 


r 
| 


g 7 ‘ ~~ ~ 
ROCK SANDPIPER 
Closely related to the Purple Sandpiper, the Rock @ (Own and back 


Sandpiper replaces it in the Pacific. It also finds its 


food from rocks coated with algae and has a 
similar winter plumage of slate-gray head, 
breast, flanks, and upperparts. In 
winter it associates with two other 
similar looking shorebirds, the 
Black ‘Turnstone and the 
Surfbird. In flight 

these two birds are 


distinguished 
from the Rock 
Sandpiper by a black patche 


On lowe / 


white band across 
breast 


. ; ; white e 
the base of their tails. Jolie 
Breeding males 

perform a song flight 


around claimed territory 


and display with slow wing 
beats and glides. 

© SONG Call is a flickerlike whistle, 
fu-tu-tu-tu-tu repeated. On the breeding 


Py short greenish 
yellow legs 


grounds, a loud rippling civrup or prierrr or 


Wingspan 1415.5 inches 


black chestnut-edged 


@ white eye 
ST pe 


@ /ong slender 
decurved bill with 


greenish yellow base 


: | 


ae 
aerate coe 
yim i lar birds 


PURPLE SANDPIPER 
Distinguish by eastern 


~ range ® slightly more 


white on inner 
primaries and 
secondaries ® in 
nonbrecding plumage, 
more sharply defined 
spotting on lower breast 
and flanks, and lacks 
blackish breast spot 

¢ in juvenile plumage, 
brighter buff-brown 
foreneck and upper 
breast and more sharply 
defined spotting on 
lower breast and flanks 
¢ difficult to separate in 
winter, 


complex series of chatters, trills, and whines. BLACK ‘TURNSTONE | 
. aT. Winter plumage } 
e BE pales or new nag 
BEHAVIOR Probes or pecks tor food « Shorter, sighedy 
on seaweed-covered rocks at water's edge. upturned bill; darker 
Keeds on small mollusks, crustaceans, insects, werk upperparts; white band 
‘ . . L 4 ac *r tail. 
seeds, and worms. Coast onbreeding ae oe agen 
n i istal in nonl reeding PLUMAGE “a } 
seasons. Relatively tame, allowing close approach. SURFBIRD 
— ; Winter plumage 
® Pa ; : \ f ee 
BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. échoncer ball witch 
® NESTING Incubation 20 days, by both parents, occasionally yellow base; white band 
only the male. Precocial young leave nest soon after hatching aoraes Serpe ta. 
and feed themselves, tended by male. First flight probably at about 
21 days. 1 brood per year. 
acl, | > ] a ] a ' 
Flight Pattern _ ® | OPL LAT ION Fairly | 
| Migr Peery common, breeding in Alaska 
| — and wintering on coast south to 
t | AXNANAX nae er 
‘| northern California; casual to 
ore ened eee central California. Has declined 
owitt Thehe it hradle ped i! | . 
ve Q7 
its. Often fj \\ since 1970s. 
Hhuished tf | I ian mm 
L ———S Sa = — ] 
— ~~ 
Nest Identification | lined with lichens, leaves, and grass © on ground in pile of lichen or moss, above ! 
—— beaches on tundra, to hills or mountain tops, or ground on open dry tundra, often | 
shape | lightly elevated ® male begins scrape, female finishes and lines ¢ 4 olive to buff 
lat ee Locatio cman 3S 5 
= marked with brown; pyriform, 1.5 inches long. J 
Plumage @ E NAG ror abi 5 ; ‘ K ; t 
G Sexes similar | Habitat A New Migration Migratory Weight 2.7 ounces ; 


DATE TIME 


LOCATION 
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ina | “en6th 7 5_8.5 inches 


D U N LI N » variegated | 


Impressive fliers, these small brown / chestnut cap © whitish or light gray 


: ; J nape with brown streak 
sandpipers are able to migrate at - pes Oi LORS 
speeds of more 


Wingspan 14 5-15.75 inches 


Family SCOLOPACIDAE 


© patterned 
reddish brown 


than a hundred long stout black back and wings 


miles per hour bill decurved 
and travel in foward tp 
flocks that can be 
so large they look 
like a swarm of 
insects. Once 
k pea white throat with 
nown 2 the : oc brown streaking 
backed Sandpiper, that increases 
the breeding bird is} “0ward breast 
unmistakable with its 
long sturdy droop-tipped bill, rusty red = 4/ack belly patch 
upperparts, and black belly patch. en by 
i : white 
Females are similar to males but have 
brown napes. When feeding it often gives 


tail with dark 
brown center, gray 
distal sides, and 

——e black legs white basal sides 
and feet 


| the appearance of being hunchbacked. oo WINTER 
. > T 1D 
¢ SONG Nasal slurred reedy call of cheezp, kreeep, PLUMAGE 
or 1¢exp. Flocks make soft twittering noises at roost and on == 
feeding grounds. Alarm call on breeding grounds is guvov/. ; Similar Bird. 
i ee saa 
0 —~ . e 
° BEHAVIOR Eats insects and larvae, marine worms, small ROCK SANDPIPER 
- crustaceans, snails, and small fish. Wades in shallows and uses @, Yellow-green base of 
| bill to probe and pick up food. Probes with rapid up-and-down ) bill, legs, and feer; 
i, 4 ‘ ‘ : : 5 : : ¢ in breeding plumage 
stitching motion several times per second. Gregarious, often in rigetia 
iL : ; : t : ; has black chest patch 
large flocks in migration and winter. On tundra breeding © western range. 
| grounds male makes territorial display of lifting one wing over Cire eer CecamieeR 
| its back when another male enters the breeding ground. Fly Long decurved bill ¢ in 
f rapidly while performing synchronized maneuvers as a flock. breeding plumage has 
} bright rusty red 
4 2 : g 
» © BREEDING Monogamous. ; iaderpiabes aecele wud 
1.,¢ NESTING Incubation 20-23 days by both sexes. Precocial head; white belly, 
., young leave nest day of hatching. Tended by both sexes, but ee ; 
. : . “4 Imp pate I c 
» primarily by male, for several days. First flight at 19-23 days. plumage has white 
— 1 brood per year. rump without black 
{ : ; ‘enter line. 
¢ POPULATION Common on breeding grounds, both coasts, ee 


and inland to the Great Plains in migration. Rare on the Great 
Plains. Common on coastal 
wintering grounds. Has been 
declining since the 1970s for 
undetermined reasons. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to habitat loss in 


Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats. staging and wintering areas. 


Leaves and grasses © hummock or raised dry area on wet, grass, or sedge 
tundra ® both sexes make scrapes, but female chooses one and completes 


: est © 4 olive, bluish green, or buff eggs blotched with browns or gray; 
Shape Location ne t 4 oli ¢, | luish green, or egg g 
. doled pyriform, 1.4 inches long. 


Habitat Ne sis Migration Migratory Weight 1.9 ounces 


TIME LOCATION _ 7 = 


5 pre eT . T \ > LAA I> ’ 
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Family ScOLOPACIDAE Species Calidris ferruginea 


CURLEW SANDPIPER 

This Eurasian species is a rare to casual, but regular, 

visitor to North America, and in 1962 it was found 

nesting in Alaska for the first time. A long- 

distance flier, this bird migrates from the 

PUSSEL pattern 
ON UPPCTRINES @ 


arctic regions to Africa and Australia. 
Adults in breeding plumage are 
conspicuous with rich 
reddish chestnut head, 
neck, and underparts, 
and chestnut 
upperparts mottled 


black and white. ; | 
. white undertail ¢ 


Ihe long bill is coverts and rump 
decurved, and the 
white rump, a ae 


undertail coverts, and feet 
and underwings are 
conspicuous in flight. 
‘The Curlew 

Sandpiper often 
associates with the 
Dunlin, which it 
resembles, in migration. 
In winter, this sandpiper displays a white chest 

lightly streaked with brown, a white belly, and gray upperparts. 
@ SONG Call is a pleasant liquid cAirrup or chirrip in flight, or a 
wick-wick-wick in alarm. ‘The male sings while flying on its 
breeding grounds. 

¢ BEHAVIOR On tundra breeding grounds, feeds on insects, 
especially beetles. Outside breeding areas, also eats leeches, 
worms, crustaceans, and small mollusks. Probes rapidly with bill 
in mud, usually working away from others into the shallows and 
often wading belly deep — a behavior that 1s useful in picking 
them out of mixed feeding flocks. 

@ BREEDING Monogamous; solitary nester. Male chases 
female in courtship by running and flying around her in zigzag 
pattern, showing off his white rump. Male leaves after courtship 


before eggs hatch. 


Flight Pattern | 
oS ae Set its Se 


@¢ NESTING Incubation 
21 days by female. Precocial 


| Pa young tended by female. 
¥ | at alli | brood per year. 

ee +—__________{| e POPULATION Rare to 

; owl LIF Hh ip I . 

peneer Abert Sectdheancs casual, but regularly appears in 

D  seidean dl allie wirihon North America. 

Nest Identification 
4 oe x | | 
| 1.4 inches long. 

= pete | 
Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat a NO ee Migration Migratory 
DATE IME LOCATION 


Length 7.58 5 inches 


dark russet or 
chestnut head @ 


Reindeer moss, lined with moss, tender leaves, lichen, and willow leaves 


black bill slightly 
decurved along 
entire length 


© dark russet or 
chestnut belly 
and chest 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


DUNLIN 

Winter plumage 

e shorter legs; more 
streaking on breast; bill 
curved only at up; dark 
brown center to rump. 


RED KNOT 
Breeding plumage 

¢ larger and chunkier; 
shorter legs; shorter, 
straight bill; finely 
barred white rump. 


¢ dry hummock or on ledge of moist tundra @ built by both parents 
° 4 cream, yellow, or olive-tinted eggs, with brown or blackish spots; pyriform, 


Weight 2.4 ounces 


Wingspan 14 516.5 inches 
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Family SCOL_OPACIDAE re ss a idris. himantopus Length 7.58.5 inches | Wingspan 15 5_17 inches 


STILT SANDPIPER 

‘This long-legged sandpiper can be seen during migration feeding | 
in dense flocks in shallow waters along the Atlantic coast. It 1s | 
unwary and approachable, attributes that were exploited by | 
early 19th-century market hunters to the point that it became 
rare and irregular in New England, where it was once 
common. ‘loday this slender, long-necked, long-legged 
shorebird seems to be increasing in numbers and is once 
again common. In flight it shows a white rump. In 
winter, the Stilt Sandpiper displays gray upperparts 

and white underparts. 

¢ SONG Low hoarse whistled whu 
or rattling trill gverrp. Also brays, 
whines, and utters guttural 
trills on breeding ground. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Eats 
mostly insects and 
their larvae, but also 
takes small crustaceans dark-patterned 
and mollusks and some wings with narrow 
plant materials, including w/e bar in flight 
seeds. May wade belly-deep “ 
in water and feed by thrusting 
head underwater while probing 
mud with beak in a stitching 
motion. Usually tame around 
humans; however, this bird has 
been known to attack when an 
intruder approaches the nest. se 5 er 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Male LESSER YELLOWLEGS 


rufous patch 
On cheeks 


long, slender, 
slightly decurved 
black bill 


© horizontal 
harlike marking 
on chest and belly 


long greenish 


yellow legs 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


Similar Birds 


CURLEW SANDPIPER 
Winter plumage @ black 
legs; beak more curved. 


; _ ‘ A : ‘5 m Winter age 
chases female in flight until he flies ahead, then male dives : meer wbitoaes 
. ae , arger; darker gra 
downward singing and raising wings over back. dipperpancsseith 
¢ NESTING Incubation 19-21 days by both parents; male by extensive white 
y = ; ) : ae Ge : speckling; dusky lores; 
day, female at night. Precocial young leave nest shortly after sess Senaatts 
ao, _ : _ ? white supralorals; white 
hatching, tended by parents for about 14 days. First flight at eye ring; bright yellow 
17-18 days. 1 brood per year. legs and feet; long 


straight black bill. 


¢ POPULATION Common on breeding grounds and in the 
interior east of the Rockies during migration. Rare on West Coast, 
primarily in fall. Uncommon on 
East Coast in spring; common 
in fall. Rare in winter in coastal 
southern US. 

© CONSERVATION 
Populations seem to be slowly 


Strong powerful direct flight on long, on the increase. 
rapidly beating wings. 


aM pt ee a? el! ao ; . F . 
‘st fdentification On small piles of sedge or low well-drained rocky ledges ® pair may return to 
paras — former nest site from year to year ® male scrapes, but female decides which 


nest to use ® 4 pale green to olive-green or cream eggs with brown spots; 


Shape -»¢- Location ¢¢y a 


pyriform, 1.4 inches long. 


BEARS Sexes similar | | Habitat we ye Migration Mipratory Weight 2.1 ounces 


DATE (i, | a LOCATION 
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Wingspan 16-17 inches 


Family SCOLOPACIDAE 


is Length 7 5_8 25 inches 


i i! ~ ry\y> ‘N ~ 
BUFF-BREASTED SANDPIPER 
Birders can spot this shorebird 
during migration when it stops 


—_—e huff face and head 
with streaked and 
spotted brown crown 


to forage in the wet fields, 
turf farms, and rice 

fields of inland North 
America; it also favors 
golf courses and airports. 


Se prominent dark eye 


short straight with light eye ring 


dark brown bill 
yellow base of 


lower mandible 


~—e streaked and spotted brown hindneck 


‘This species generally ts huff-edged brown 


approachable, but when long buff upperparts appear scaly 
frightened it usually runs veck 


from danger rather than 
flying. It has a short 
pigeonlike bill, and an upright 
stance like a plover. In flight 
the silvery white axillars and nt boas 
underwing linings contrast with streaked 
with the buff underparts and = @”d spotted 
darker back. Juveniles have brown sides 
more scaly upperparts. 

e SONG During migration a soft 
hoarse call of pr-7-7-reer. During 
display makes quick clucking 
sounds. Otherwise mostly silent. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Eats insects, 
fly larvae and pupae, some spiders, and seeds. Prefers 


buff-edged 
brown tail 


Se = ‘ = 
white belly and 


undertail coverts 


yellowish orange 
legs and feet 


UPLAND SANDPIPER 
Larger; streaked brown 
plumage with no 


short dry grasslands in migration. ‘Travels in small flocks, often conspicuous marks on 
mixing with other species. Rarely forages beside water. upperparts; streaking on 
; : 5 breast, sides, and flanks; 
e py ‘Dp, va . alee “nlavy > roar: ne ? 
BREEDING Promiscuous. Males display together ata Gniees, Hac wees accel 
communal area called a lek. During the display the male flash dovelike head; short 
the silvery white undersides of its wings. Successful males may yellow bill with black tp. 


mate with several females. Males leave shortly after breeding. RUFF 

¢ NESTING Femaie incubates 19-21 days; precocial young alee sap peer? 

| scr ia eae Fi : ree head; shorter, droopy bill; 
eave nest soon after hatching. First flight at about 21 days. inne noche deap-bellied, 


1 brood per year. hump-backed body; U- 
shaped white rump band 


> 1 rh rot ~ ; 
¢ POPULATION Uncommon to fairly common on breeding 
: ¢ rare to casual. 


grounds and in interior during migration. Rare to casual or 
uncommon in autumn migration on both coasts. 


® CONSERVATION Once 
abundant, but tameness and 
flock density have made tt 
vulnerable to slaughter by 
market hunters. Protective laws 
have helped population recover 


Swift direet flight with rapid wing beats. : , ; 
When flushed twists and turns like a snipe from near extinction. 


as it climbs away, 


Lined with grasses or moss * on ground in pile of vegetation or In tree stump 
* built by female ¢ 4 white, buff, or olive eggs with brown blotches; pyriform, 


Shape ee Location 


1.3 inches long 


i 


Plumage Sexes similar’ | Habitat | Migration Migratory Weight 25 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Limnodromus eriseus i Length 1().5-12 inches | Wingspan 18 99 inches 


SHORT-BILLED DOWITCHER 
‘This snipelike sandpiper is commonly seen in open 
marshes and mudflats during migration. Dowitchers 


Family ScOLOPACIDAE pak? 


are Known by the long bill, a white wedge from white superciliary e 
the barred tail to the back that is only visible Sipe 
in flight, and a light belly. Although its 


dark brownish 


call differs from that of the Long- upperparts with rufous- 
billed Dowitcher, they are difficult buff-edged feathers 


to distinguish in the field 
because of the variety of 


chunky body 


whitish 
CAIN 


long blackish 
brown bill 


white to cinnamon-red 
breast with heavy brownish 
spotting or barring 


barred tail 


short greenish legs 


» breeding plumages | eae 
in its three races and WINTER 
the overlap in bill length PLUMAGE 
, between the two species. Juveniles are the easiest to separate 

by plumage from August to October. Winter plumage ts gray 
P overall. ‘The female is similar to the male but larger. Liveries 206 
i} 


¢ SONG Generally silent. Utters clear mellow or abrasive o//- DOWITCHER 

. too-too or kee-you. Also sings tddle-whee, especially in spring. a 
» © BEHAVIOR Gregarious; feeds and roosts in large flocks and darker tail with white 
associates with other species. Eats mostly insects, also eggs of WOE? carr OWor thas Cane 


: ; ; : bars; different voice 
king or horseshoe crabs. Probes with fast up-and-down motion 


¢ temales may have 


_ of bill. Often submerges head in water. May freeze in standing longer bill than males 
position when approached. Often flies at considerable heights. ° in breeding plumage 


lacks white underparts. 


+ @ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Male displays with a 

| hovering flight song over breeding territory. 

| e NESTING Incubation 

ii 21 days by female, sometimes 
by both sexes. Precocial young 
leave nest soon after hatching. 
‘Tended by male but feed 
themselves. 1 brood per year. 
Strong swift direct flight with rapid ¢ POPULATION Common. 
wing beats. 


Sticks, leaves, and grasses * on ground in small pile of grass or moss ® built by 
both sexes ® 4 buff-green or brownish eggs speckled and blotched with brown; 
Shape —»¢- Location g¢¢ a7 pyriform, 1.6 x 1.1 inches. 


MAE Sexes similar | Mabitat i) 6. soe ie Nem | Migration Mipratory Weight 3.8 ounces 


JATE TIME LOCATION 
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Wingspan 18_2() inches 


Family SCOLOPACIDAE | Species Limnodromus scolopaceus | “8 4 4- 


12.5 inches 


LONG-BILLED DOWITCHER 


Despite its name, only the female has a slightly 


longer bill than its cousin, the Short-billed 
Dowitcher. ‘The Long-billed preters 


freshwater habitats and migrates dense dark barring 


south later in the season than on throat and 
the Short-billed. Winter @ “Upper breast 


plumage shows gray overall. 


bright white 
_-e scapular ips 
In breeding plumage 
birds show no white on 
the underparts, and 
the tail 1s darker 
than that of the 
Short-billed, 


pale @ 
chestnut to 
buff chin 


pale chestnut to€ 

buff supercilium 
Py long, 
raght bill 


© reddish 


dark barring ¢ underparts 


on lower breast 


with smaller light bars and belly > 
* ¥ 

than dark ones. Juveniles | al 

have darker upperparts and greenish yellow WINTER 


: . legs and feet . _ 
duller underparts than the juvenile | PLUMAGE 


Short-billed. The scapulars have narrow 


Similar Birds Pe 
SHORT-BILLED 
DOWITCHER 


“3 
Le “a \. Slightly smaller; shorter 


legs; paler upperparts; 


dark rust edges, while the tertials have narrow, very even pale 


edges. On the Short-billed these feathers are broadly edged 
with reddish buff, and many have internal markings. 
© SONG Fast high-pitched thin nasal seek or keek-keek-keek 


a 2 . > } Ted 
usually uttered as a single or triple note. Also sings peter-wee-too. ee te 


underparts; paler tail 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. When feeding rapidly probes up with white bars as wide 
and down with long bill. Often puts entire head in water to 

probe for insects. Eats mostly insects and insect larvae but also 
ta 
mudflats in migration and winter. Often flies high in migration. 


or wider than dark bars; 
different call. 


COMMON SNIPE 
“Long bill; boldly striped 
oad head; buff stripes on 


eee back; barred flanks; 


<es crustaceans, mollusks, and plant seeds. Favors freshwater 


© BREEDING Monogamous. Small colonies. Male sings while 
performing hovering display flight. rusty red tail. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 20 days by both sexes in first week, 


| then just by male. Precocial 


Plight Pattern . | young leave nest day of 
a hatching, then tended by male 
= but feed themselves. 1 brood 


per year. 


L i! | POPULATION A bird that is 
Souiit dimen Htebn wiki anh common to uncommon. 
L — iia 
Nest Identification ; 
—___} Lined with leaves and grass ¢ atop small pile of grasses or moss ® built by 
vale © 4 brown to olive eggs with brown and gray blotches; pyriform, 


, | . 
Shape ee Location yx¥4 ayy . 1.1 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar 


DATE TIME __ rs LOCATION eo 


Migration Migratory Welent'3 5 ounces 
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Family S§COLOPACIDAE Species Gallinago ga Hinago | Length 1011 inches | Winespan 17_20 inches 


COMMON SNIPE 


Identified by its extremely long, straight bill 
and longitudinal stripes on its head, this bird 
typically can be found in freshwater marshes 
and swamps and in the vicinity of lakes and 
rivers. It generally frequents open landscapes. 


eyes set far back 
on head 


longitudinal 
siripes on head 


¢ SONG On breeding grounds gives whea/- 
wheat-wheat-wheat. Nonvocal, winnowing, 
territorial advertisement, whoo-whoo- 
whoo-whoo, produced in flight by 
rushing air vibrating two 
outermost tail feathers that 
are modified to produce 
this sound. 


—e Jong flexible bill 


_—~e huff-edzed 


stripes on back 


barring on 


flanks 


® BEHAVIOR 
Sits ght in wet boggy 
areas and blends into 
background, flushing 
only when approached 
- closely. When flushed, 
> flies in zigzag pattern 
_ emitting sudden, rasping 
' skaipe vocalization. Feeds principally on insects, insect larvae, wadepeans. tacindine 
» and earthworms taken from mud by probing with its long bill. wing linings. 
¢ BREEDING Solitary nester. _  LONG-BILLED 
te NESTING Incubation 18-20 days by female. Precocial young DOWITCHER 
leave nest within hours of hatching. First flight at 14-20 days. meno ne as 

5 5 & ) DOWITCHER 
* 1 brood per year. Lack head striping; 
/@ POPULATION Significant decline in US from 1980 to 1995. 
Breeds in northern US, Canada, and Eurasia. Winters as far 
south as northern South America and central Africa. 
¢ CONSERVATION Lands 
have been managed primarily to 
increase populations for 
hunting. It is highly 
questionable whether the 
Common Snipe should retain its 
status as a game bird species. 


greenish 
legs and feet 


AMERICAN 
WOODCOCK 
Chunkier; bars on 


crown, not longitudinal 
stripes; no barring on 
flanks; cinnamon-buff 


barring or spotting on 
longer neck. 


Zigzag flight on takeoff followed by direct 
flight with rapid wing beats. 


Scrape ¢ 2—4 olive-brown or pale olive-brown egys covered with mostly brown 


? ‘ ack ‘ , $< . > 1) r r fing . ‘3 : 1 | ~S, 
Shape Location | Ht ind black dark spots and blotches, slightly glossy finish; 1.3 x 1.1 inches 


Habitat sors yrs Migration Migratory Weight 4.5 ounces 


\ATE TIME LOCATION 


7 


uMAaBE Sexes similar 
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| Family ScO_LOPACIDAE 


Lene 110.5 


SPECIES Sg /ypax minor 


AMERICAN WOODCOCK 


The long bill of this upland shorebird is sensitive and flexible, allowing it 
to feel for worms in deep soil. Woodcocks are rarely seen during the day 
unless flushed and escaping straightaway in flight on twittering rounded 


—11 inches 


Wingspan 18 inches 


wings. Chunky, short-necked, and short-legged, its plumage matches the 


Ss 


dead leaves of the forest floor and old fields where it roosts by day. 


¢ SONG Generally silent. In spring, male on display ground 
has nasal call of peean/, similar to that of the Common 
Nighthawk. During display flights male produces a 
musical twittering with wings and a liquid, 
bubbling song from high overhead. 

e BEHAVIOR Crepuscular 
and nocturnal. 


gray-striped 


° upperparts 


black and brown e 
Darrin’ ON CFOWN 


Dig eves Stl 


highonhead ff, 


long, thin 
creamy pinkish 
brown bill e 


rusty underparts € 
and underwing 
linings 


Solitary. Eats mostly 
earthworms, but also takes 
slugs, insects, and some seeds and 

berries. Before probing into soil with bill, often stamps foot on 
ground, causing earthworms to move. During feeding, walks 
slowly with a back and forth rocking motion. 

® BREEDING Polygamous; loose colonies. Male has complex 
courtship flight: he flies from ground, circling as high as 300 
feet, hovers, chirps, and glides earthward in a series of zigzags. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 20-21 days by female. Precocial young 


) 


leave nest 1-2 days after hatching to feed themselves, tended 


by female. First flight at 14 days; independent at 42-56 days. 
| brood per year. 
Flight Pattern as | @ POPULATION Fairly 
——+ common. Casual to eastern 
Colorado and eastern New 


. 


| P| 


UMABE Sexes similar 


DATE 


Lined with twigs and dried leaves © on ground, hidden in tall grasses, weeds, or 
near stump of tree ® built by female ¢ 4 buff or cinnamon eggs, with gray, 


tv 
Mexico; accidental to 
southeastern California. 
\lost often has swift flight: when flushed “ cae sd 
Pen (ey For shart distance letate ® CONSERVATION Hunted 
dropping back into cover and managed as a game bird. 
Nest Identification 
Shape -e¢ Location gee gs eae | purple, and brown spots; oval, 1.5 x 1.1 inches. 


—e short black tail 
with silvery white 
terminal band 


overall black 
and brown 
barring and 
markings 


COMMON SNIPE 
More slender overall; 

longer bill; striped head 
pattern; pointed wings; 


barred sides, flanks, and 
undertail coverts; 
streaked neck and 
upper breast; buffy 
white stripes on back; 
reddish tail with white 
terminal band; longer 
greenish legs and feet. 
EURASIAN WOODCOCK 
Accidental — no recent 
records ® much larger; 


brown- and pale buff- 
barred underparts; more 
pointed, longer wings. 


| Habitat a@ @ _¢ Migration Migratory Weight 6 2 ounces j 


TIME LOCATION 
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Species p I} 


Z Pha / 0 UK 
— = k 


FamilY SCOLOPACIDAE 


WILSON’S PHALAROPE 


Phalaropes have devised a terrific way to get plankton and other food to 

the water’s surface for harvest. ‘They spin like tops —as fast as 60 times 

per minute — creating small whirlpools that pull food to the surface — A;ywyish black 
where they can pick it up with their long slender bills. In flight, upperparts are duller 
wings lack striping, and uppertail coverts are white. than female’ 
This is the only 
phalarope confined 
to inland habitats 


long needle- 


shaped bill 


and restricted to MALE 
the Western 
; white underparts 
Hemisphere. 
¢ SONG Generally silent. So oe 
Bead; ae eee rs white chin 
reeding call of zya sounds iad cheake 


like a toy whistle. Occasional 


flight call a low croaking aangh. dull yellow legs and 


feet with narrow 


¢ BEHAVIOR Tame. Solitary, lateral membranes 2) 
pairs, small flocks. Eats insects, =— : 
larvae, crustaceans, marsh Se 
plant seeds. Probes mud in pale gray crown e_ hit wank 5 
shallow water, sometimes pyyad black stripe wi, above eye WINTER 


with head submerged. extends down neck, PLUMAGE 
Spins and dabbles. Seen Jading to reddish 
following shoveler aneiiiaes 
ducks to pick stirred- 
up prey from surface. 
Sometimes snags 
insects from air. 
Often walks in gray wing 
vegetation, picking prey (24/5 and 
from ground and plants. 

¢ BREEDING May be polyandrous. 


Loose colonies. Female courts male by 


LESSER YELLOWLEGS 
Larger; darker 
upperparts; streaked 


orange wash 
forms partial 
necklace on 

pale gray neck 


breast and belly; lightly 
barred tail; canary- 
yellow legs. 


black legs FEMALE RED-NECKED 


: ' a 
and feet PHALAROI E . 
Smaller; shorter bill; 


he 
: : . . . . we ° black ear patch even 
_ swimming beside him and chasing off other females; eventually a Ae aes. 
‘ : , a age, 
male makes sexual advances. Male develops incubation patches. strongly streaked 
¢ NESTING Incubation 18-21 days by male. Precocial young appexpacts, Cakes 


rump; white wing stripe. 


leave nest day of hatching. ‘Tended by male but feed 
themselves. First flight at 16-18 days. 1 or more broods per year. 


¢ POPULATION Abundant to 

Flight Pattern common in the West, although 
————____§_ 4 declining slightly. Uncommon 
to rare or casual in the East. 

© CONSERVATION Drainage 
of marshes has caused loss of 
Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats. nesting areas; protection of such 
areas 1s needed. 


» Geer any ee Te tp a 
LV@SL 1 GeEnitpicalion 


Lined with grass ® female may start, but built mostly by male ¢ 4 buff eggs with 


Shape Location | H brown blotches; pyriform, 1.3 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes differ Migration Migratory Weight 2.4 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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ner 


Family SCOLOPACIDAE WInESPAN 1415 inches 


Length 7 75_8 inches 


RED-NECKED PHALAROPE a 


Formerly called the Northern Phalarope, this bird 1s the smallest 


Species Pialaropus lobatus 


: streaked gray 
of the phalaropes, as well as the most abundant and widely forehead and 


distributed. Like all birds in its genus, the male is the only (TOON @ 


gender with brood patches with which to incubate the clutch. ciresithe, meedlelibe 


@ black bill 


Male and female have similar plumage, but male looks more 


washed-out. White wing bars show in 
dark gray back 


flight. In winter plumage both sexes hay c wich bait aeatiin as ont then 
heavily streaked gray upperparts, whitish and feather edging @ 


\ 


underparts, a black line through the eyes, 
and dark legs and feet. 


© SONG Flight call is soft cpp or fee, MALE 
firric or fork. Utters various 

insectlike alarm calls on 

breeding grounds. — 

Ad BEHAVIOR Very tame. underparts 


Gregarious in migration and 


-e short blue-gray 


winter; also pelagic in winter. 
~ legs and feet 


small white 

. spot in front 
feeding in shallow a av en 
water and picks up black face 
and CrOWN , 


‘Turns in circles while 


rufous-red JUVENILE 
gf on neck 


zooplankton stirred 
up to surface. Turns 
over rocks, picks larvae ae 
off water. Eats brine 


shrimp, aquatic vegetation, oe / 
FEMALE WINTER 


insect larvae, mollusks, and 
PLUMAGE | 


plankton. Female initiates 
ray sides 


gray streaking on 
of breast 


courtship, selects scrape, and 
sides and flanks 


deserts male as soon as 
RED PHALAROPE 


_ : : Larger; longer wings ® 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous, or female serially polyandrous (at thicker yellowish bill in 


incubation begins; sometimes mates with a second male. 


least 10 percent). Solitary or in pairs. breeding season ® in 
winter has thicker 
; blackish bill; more 
leave nest soon after hatching and are able to swim immediately. a> uniform pale gray 
‘Tended by male but feed themselves. First flight at 20-21 days. upperparts without 
whitish streaking. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 17—21 days by male. Precocial young 


| brood by male and 1—2 broods by female per year. 


¢ POPULATION Abundant. Common off West Coast and inland in 
the West during migration; rare 
inland in the Midwest and the 
East; uncommon off Atlantic 
Coast; fairly common offshore 
in Maritimes and New England. 
© CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to marine pollution 
and oil spills. 


| Nest Identification Lined with grasses, dried leaves, and stalks © in tussock of grasses or sunken in 


— mosses, often sheltered by vegetation ¢ built by male, often in company of 


ile ¢ 3-4 buff-olive eggs spotted with brown; oval to pyriform, 


™ -_ | 8 inches 
ae eee) 
Sexes differ | Habitat a peor Migration Migratory Weight 1.2 ounces 


PIME LOCATION 
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: 


i 


| 
4 


‘**Tended by male but 


| 
| 


| 


FamilY SCOLOPACIDAE Species Phalaropus fulicaria \ *©°8 8-9 inches Wingspan 14-16 inches 


RED PHALAROPE 


Of all phalaropes, the Red is most pelagic, nests farthest north, and — A/ack 
migrates farthest south. It breeds well north of the Arctic Circle and = @/”S “ps 
winters at sea off both Atlantic and Pacific Coasts. Its bill is shorter | 
and thicker than that of other phalaropes. In flight 1t shows a 
white wing stripe, a uniformly gray back (in 

winter), and brownish legs and feet. 

e SONG Bell-like c/ink-clink. Also a 

shrieking shrill w7/-wit and “nk or sik. ’ white face 
¢ BEHAVIOR ‘Tame. Solitary | 
or in small flocks; at sea a 
occasionally in very large and forehead ¢ 
flocks. Pelagic in winter. | 
Swims readily. Wades into 
water to feed; finds food on 
surface and in shallow water. 
Swims and spins often, 
picking up planktonic food 
particles with its bill from 
the surface. Eats small 


@ dark gray 
upperparts 
have feathers 
fringed with 
rufous-buff 


black at 
hase of bill 


insects, fish, and yellowish bill 
aquatic invertebrates. — wth black ip 
¢ BREEDING Female JUVENILI 


polyandrous; male promiscuous. 
Semicolonial. Female selects 
territory, leaves area shortly 
after laying eggs; and 
sometimes mates again. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 
18-20 days by male. 
Precocial young leave 
nest soon after hatching. 


WINTER 


chestnut-red underparts as oo 
PLUMAGE 


more brightly colored 


FEMALE 


RED-NECKED 
PHALAROPE 


hinner, needlelike 


ad bill; smaller ¢ in winter 
feed themselves. First 


flight at 16-20 days. 
1 brood per year by 
male and 2 broods by female. 


plumage is darker with 
heavily striped back; 


blacker crown; more 


chestnut-red underparts contrasting wing stripe. 


¢ POPULATION Abundant on breeding grounds. In winter and 
migration fairly common off the 
West Coast; uncommon off the 
Kast Coast. Rare inland. 

© CONSERVATION Accidents 
occur during migration, such as 
collisions with lighthouses. 
Storms at sea can blow birds 


inland. Vulnerable to oil spills. 


Domed with grass ® lined with grasses and other fine materials ® on ground neat 
water ® built by male ¢ 3-4 olive-green eggs blotched with black or brown; oval 


to pyriform, 1.2 x 0.9 inches 


Weight 1.8 ounces 


Habitat. a Migration Migratory 


ATE _ ae TIME _ LOCATION 
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oe a ee de hae ie Pee ; 
| Family TARIDAI | Species Srercorarius maccormicki | ©°8) 21 inches Wingspan 52 inches 
ee a shai ree 2 
| ¥ 4 » “ . y > > | 
| SOUTH POLAR SKUA 
| " 
| Karely seen from shore, this skua spends much of its time at sea, 
| scavenging around fishing boats and chasing gulls and shearwaters. 
It nests along the coast of Antarctica but winters (Our Summer) In 


| northern oceans; vagrants have been spotted in the Aleutians 


1 and once in North Dakota. ‘They may be seen well off the 
\tlantic and Pacific coasts from May to November. In flight, 
the South Polar Skua looks stout-bodied and chunky, with a 
“hunched shoulder” appearance. [he smallest of the 

skuas, this bird has a smaller head than the Great Skua; 
both a light and dark morph with gradations tn 


between may range trom almost white-bodied to 
© white base to 


primaries forms 
bar on middle of 
forewing 


blackish. The intermediate morph has a medium- 


brown nape and underparts. 


© SONG Usually silent away from 


breeding areas. Gull-like scoo-ah. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary outside 
breeding season. Aggressive > eae eae 
« SLT EARE 


hunter. Eats fish, penguin eggs, mantle 
lemmings, and carrion. 


Shakes birds with its bill 


—e short broad tail 


© broad rounded wines 


to make them let go of their prey then seizes it. Dives into PALE 


water from air to catch fish. ‘lends fishing trawlers. Defensive MORPH 
at nest; often flies straight at the head of a human intruder. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous; small colonies. Ma 
during courtship 

| ® NESTING Incubation 24-34 days by both parents; female 


does more. Young semiprecocial; one nestling may be forced 


e feeds female 


GREAT SKUA 


Larger; reddish 


streaking on upperparts; 


lacks pale nape 


® eastern range. 


by its sibling to leave nest shortly after hatching; usually dies. | 
[he remaining one is fed by both parents by regurgitation. 
: First flight at 49-59 days. 
| Flight Pattern a | brood per year. 
= a — 7 © POPULATION Casual May 


to November well offshore on 
both Pacific and Atlantic Coasts, 
is postbreeding birds disperse 


northward from Antarctica. 


\ — —— —_ ~_ — 


Nest Identification ; 
\I bare soil © on rocky slopes, bottom of hill © male begins nest, female 
| completes ¢ 1-3 yellow to green or brown eggs marked with purples and 


- at vns; short elliptical, 2.4 inches long 


Migration Migratory 


LOCATION 


Family | ARIDAE 


ae BREEDING Monogamous; small colonies. 
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Length 2023 inches | Wingspan 48 inches 


SPecles Syerrorarius pomarinus 


POMARINE JAEGER 


‘The largest and strongest jaeger is about the size of a Ring-billed or Heermann’s 
Gull, with a bulky body, thick neck, and wide-based wings. Like many of the 
skuas, its nesting is related to lemming populations on the Arctic tundra. When 
the brown lemming is numerous these seabirds nest, and when the rodent is not 
abundant they may not breed at all. oe ae ee 

It has a light color morph yellowish wash upperwing coverts, 


and a more rare dark over nape and secondary flight feathers, 
cheeks and tail feathers 


morph. Adults 


2 long central tail 
feathers twisted 


dark helmeted e——— 90 dezrees @ 


appearance 

heavy hooked e—— 
bill 

LIGHT 


ave 2 (2 ? 
have 2 blunt central MORPH 


tail feathers with vanes 
twisted vertically. In flight 
this bird appears bulkier, 
with a slower wing beat, than 
other jaegers, and displays a 
larger white patch at the base of 
the primaries, often with a second 
smaller and fainter patch nearby. 


© dark band 
mottled across chest 


© chocolate-brown 
underwing coverts 


© white to pale base of 
primary flight feathers, 
darker toward tips 


¢ SONG Often silent, except on 

breeding grounds. Sharp which-yew or yeew 
high-pitched week-week or yeew-cee. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Predatory. Eats 
small mammals, fish, birds, carrion, and refuse. 

Often steals from other seabirds. Picks up prey Tia 
with bill, never talons. Found at sea outside MORPH 
breeding season. 


PARASITIC JAEGER 


Smaller; more slender; 


two central tail feathers 
extended and pointed 


but not twisted; smaller 


bill; less white at base 


of primaries. 


SOUTH POLAR SKUA 
Bulky, heavy body; 
gsolden streaking on 


During courtship, male and female face one AD SUSE ERER 


another and vibrate wings while singing. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 25-27 days by both 

sexes. Semiprecocial young leave nest after a few 

days, but tended 42 days or more. First flight at 21-27 days after 
fledging nest. Average less than 

Flight Pattern 1 brood per year. 
© POPULATION Uncommon 
to fairly common on tundra 


appearance; short 
JUVENILE wedge-shaped tail with 
central tail feathers not 


extended. 


breeding grounds. Common to 


uncommon far offshore on both 


Strong steady flight with slow deep wing : é : 
coasts outside breeding season. 
beats like a large gull; may alternate 


several wing beats with long glide. 


3 Nest Identification 


Lined with plant material © on ground ® built by both parents ¢ 2 olive to brown 


eggs, with dark brown blotches; short elliptical, 2.6 inches long 


Shape -g¢- Location 


umage Sexes similar | Habitat aay Migration Migratory Weight 1.4 pounds 
£ } i 


IATE : TIME LOCATION 


eu Aite bast of 


2 i i | . £4 \ 
anh 2IDAI | Species Stercorarius parasiticus [Lert 15-21 inches [ wingspan 36 inches 
PARASITIC JAEGER 
| Kk 1can SO ( ) ( I rom Te intruding 
upon migratil LOCKS rns d steal ood Trom 
other seabirds. It has t tin lor 1 . 
light and dark, and many intermediates 
Falconlike in pursul ibo he size 
of a Laughing or Mew ll and normall 
flies with quick wing beats broken by 


wn 


s of 


short glides. It 1s not | 
until three to five vex 
© SONG Usually sil 


on breeding grounds. Yelping 


avCc. 


nt when not 
notes and rising s#o00-d 


Or RA-dd0®. 


e BEHAVIOR Solitary off 
breeding grounds. Predatory. 
Kats refuse, small birds 

(feathers and all), bird eggs, 
small mammals, insects, and 


berries. Steals most of its food 


from terns and other seabirds. 
When ashore, may walk while 
foraging. Winters ( losel O the 
COAST than ther JACLCYTS. 
© BREEDING Monoga 


© POPULATION Fairly 
common; stable. Casual inland 


isually breed at younger age than darker morphs. 
X » hi 
® NESTING [ncubatior 
Young semiprecocial; first flight at 25- 
Flight Pattern 
- ~ ~ : —| iMOL 
| 


a 


in fall migration; especially on 


( 


\ 


Pe a eres 
sVEST LAOH iCE 


nous. Colonial. Paler morphs 


25-28 days by both parents. 

35 davs. but tended 

by both parents and fed by 
regurgitation for 21 days or 


| br 


sreat Lakes and Salton Sea. 


LIGHT 
MORPH 
ADULT 


ood per year. 


pi WHATIES 


© Moen upperparts 


@ brown cap 


© thin bill 


(for a saeger) 


Ve /lowish wash 


OW ¢ hi ¢ bs 


LIGHT DARK 
MORPH MORPH 
JUVENILE ADULT 


POMARINE JAEGER 
Larger; two central tail 
feathers twisted toward 
tip; larger and broader 
white wing patches; 


heavier bill. 


th plant material © on ground near base of cliff or slope ¢ male chooses 


| Migration Mie 
5S 


th sexes, but female does more ® 


brow! 


spots; short elliptical, 2.2 


2 brown to green or sometimes 


inches long. 


_ 


ratory 


LOCATION __ 


Weight 14.9 ounces 


& 
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|Family | ARIDAE Species Syercorarius longicaudus | ©8' 2023 inches | Wingspan 30-33 inches 


LONG-TAILED JAEGER 


Distinguished by its eight- to ten-inch central tail feathers, 


this Jaeger is rarely seen from land outside breeding season 
in the Arctic. ‘These birds migrate in family groups to the 
central Pacific and south Atlantic in winter, but thei 
route 1s unknown. ‘he smallest of the jaegers, it 1s 
the least likely to steal food from other seabirds 

| and is highly dependent on the tundra’s 


. Sie a yellow 
small rodent populations in summer. In oie « dork brown Hick 
flight adults do not show a breast band, black / feathers contrast 
. . HACK / 
ac sr igneoerc 'The p . | with vray coverts 
as do other jaegers. ‘hey have light cape | 


grayish brown upperparts and long 
slender wings without a white patch at 
the base of the primaries (shafts of 
three outer primaries are white) and a ive 
slender body. Juveniles have a short collar 
tail and a white patch at the base of 
the primaries under the wing. 

¢ SONG While flying, pheu-pheu- 
pheu. When irritated utters 47-777; 
kr-r-r-r, Rir-krt-R71. 

¢ BEHAVIOR In summer eats 
mostly lemmings and other small 
rodents, but also takes birds, eggs, 


Alue-gray legs @ 
and feet 


lone pointed ° 
inner tail 
Ke athers 


insects, carrion, and berries. In winter “~ — 
_ eats fish, squid, carrion, and refuse. Uses ; a 
' beak to pick up food. Catches insects DARK LIGHT 
. and other prey in flight. Often flies low MORPH MORPH 


over land or water. Most pelagic jaeger in JUVENILE = JUVENILE 
postbreeding season. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 


Does not breed until 3-4 years old. Courtship display features PARASITIC JAEGER 
», Zigzag chasing flight. During courtship, male feeds female from Larger; black legs; 
J larger white patch on 
the ground. . 
: outer wings; grayish 
¢ NESTING Incubation 23-25 days by both sexes. Young breast band; short, 
| semiprecocial; first flight at 22-27 days, but both sexes tend and pomibed oe sseal tall 


feathers 


feed by regurgitation for 7-21 days. 1 brood per year unless 
lemmings are scarce, then birds will not breed at all. 
| ¢ POPULATION Common on 
tundra breeding grounds. 
‘Trends stable. Disperses widely 


at sea outside breeding season. 
Fairly common to uncommon 
off West Coast; casual in Gulf of 
Mexico and on East Coast. Rare 


Light floating buoyant ternlike flight is 
graceful compared with other jaegers. 


Hovers before dipping to pick up prey to accidental inland. 


den . . 
entification 
on Poe Lined with grasses, moss, and leaves ® on ground near edge of slope ¢ built 
mostly by female ¢ 2 brown to olive eggs with dark brown and gray blotches; 


Shape -»¢- LOCATION gmmm es short elliptical, 2.2 inches long. 


JATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family | ARIDAE 
T ‘ T ‘Y ™” T 
LAUGHING GULL 
Named for its laughterlike call, this gull was 
threatened by the feather trade in the early © black hood 
20th century. Now this coastal inhabitant 
~ th cent r g small white crescent marks 
forms colonies with thousands of nests. @ above and below eyes 
A distinguishing habit ts its on 
= ® broad white collar sation : 
tendency to steal food from the primaries 
Brown Pelican by 
snatching it out of the 
pelican’s pouch 
after it surfaces 
with a catch. ‘Uhis 
three-year gull passes @ white trailing 
through two different edge to wing from 
eae base to inner 
winter plumages prior to wah Seiad 
a primaries 
attaining adult plumage. 
Adults have a white tail year @ slate-gray wings 
. | 
round. In winter adults the black a 
: } 
head is replaced by a gray smudge 
on the nape, and the bill, legs, and whites “a 
feet are dull blackish. underparts __e black legs | 
© SONG Throaty cheer-ah! cheer-ah! Or JUVENILE 
ka-ha, ka-ha and long, drawn-out, strident ‘me 
. . =) 
laugh of Aa-ha-ha-hah-ha-ha, hah-hah-hah. — Co —— 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Omnivorous; eats J B 
fish, crustaceans, Insects, carrion, eggs, young birds, FIRST SECOND 
earthworms, and refuse. Unlike some shoreline birds, does not WINTER WINTER 
swim underwater but snatches food from surface or ground, on | @ 
foraging while walking or wading. Occasionally plunges head So Se —_ 
and neck underwater while searching for or catching food. FRANKLIN'S GULL 
a Se, ak : . : —— ; Partial black hood; 
Excellent flier; ride updrafts from ships and ferries across bays, a 
, ; ‘ ‘ ; ; . : = white bar on primaries; 
channels, or shipping lanes for miles, watching for food thrown white primary tips; 
overboard into water. Will accept food tossed in the air and from broader white crescent |, 
human hand patches above and 
a : ; : below eyes; pale gray 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. central tail feathers; 
¢ NESTING Incubation about 20 days by both sexes. Young paler bases to 
. : ‘ z ; underwing primaries. 
leave nest to hide in nearby vegetation after a few days. Both 
sexes feed first by regurgitation, solid food later. First flight at 
35 days. 1 brood per year. 
Flight Pattern | @ POPULATION Common. 
— Probably stable over much of 
+ 2 re | range, but numbers have been 
- y ° r F 
ae increasing in the northeastern 
: ek 
+. US in recent years. 
Slow thght with deep wing beats. May : 
soar on updr ufts and detlected wind overt 
| dunes, beaches, parking lots, and ships 
ia 1 | [ 1 1 bes i | 
ittle lining in scrape; cup lined with grass, sticks, and debris ¢ built by both 
| sexes ® 3 olive to buff eggs with brownish marks; ovate to elliptical ovate or 
SNAPE -e¢- gy Location sy awa | pyriform, 1.9-2.3 x 1.9-2.3 inches. i 
MOD IRAE “ape Migration Migratory Weight 11.5 ounces . 


Plumage Sexes similar 
ae ate oe epee ee 


DATE TIME_ ____ LOCATION 
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FRANKLIN’S GULL 
Often called the Prairie Dove, this three-year gull is 

sometimes spotted on farmland, following plows to feed white crescents abowe 
on grubs and other insects. ‘The bird has a characteristic OE CEN ays 'S 
black hood in summer, but in winter its head is white 
with the reduced dusky hood covering its eye and 
reaching from midcrown to nape. In flight, it differs 
from the similar Laughing Gull by a white bar and 
large white tips on primaries and a paler 
surface on the underwing primaries. 

) © SONG A shrill éuké-4uk-huk, with 

) weeh-ah, weeh-ah occasionally 

) interjected. white-tipped secondary 


white-uipped black @ flight feathers 
primary flight , 


' feathers a 
white wing band e 


Pe. 


| 
. 


@ red bill 


———e white underparts 
with pinkish 
highlights 


between black tips & 
A ate red legs and feet 
and slate-gray bases <i ohe late 2TQ) C4 Le C éé ‘¢ 
. BEHA\ IOR JUVENILE 
Gregarious. ‘Jerrestrial 
} in summer; winters on ” at 
Pacific Ocean from Central America Ss 
southward. Forages for food while walking, : ; 
; FIRST SECOND 


> wading, or swimming, sometimes spotting prey while WINTER WINTER 
. hovering over water. Eats insects, fish, leeches, earthworms, ye ee 
crustaceans, and snails. Sometimes catches insects while 


flying. Attends agricultural cultivating machinery, taking 


+. exposed prey. a gy LAUGHING GULL 
» © BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. <i soi pie eae aii 
| @ NESTING Incubation 18-25 days by both sexes. ae Pears omy 
Semiprecocial young fed by both sexes. First flight at bar; darker primary tips 
32-35 days. 1 brood per year. ——S ee 
¢ POPULATION Common in breeding range, but local populations 
often fluctuate due to rainfall or 
drought patterns. Rare in 
migration on both coasts; rare in 
winter on Gulf Coast and in 
southern California. 
¢ CONSERVATION Some loss 
; Strong direct flight with deep wing beats. of nesting habitat due to 
Soars on thermals and updrafts. agricultural practices. 


Lined with bulrushes, cattails, and other plant material ¢ built by both sexes 
e 3 dull buff, olive, or brown eggs blotched with brown or black; ovate to 


elliptical ovate or pyriform, 2.1 inches long. 


Migration Migratory Weight 9 9 ounces 


LOCATION 
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aan LARIDAE 


BONAPARTE’S GULL 


This is one of the smallest gulls in North America 


and the smallest native species. It is named for Niastiehhend 
. . i “la 1 ‘ arre « blac ISH hOOd e— 
French zoologist Charles Lucien Bonaparte, a 

nephew of Napoleon. In winter plumage It 
shows a plain white head without the 


black hood, leaving only a distinctive gray back 


= 
ANd WINGS 


black spot between the eye and ear. | 
In flight, note a white wedge on black bill 
the leading edge of the outer 
wing, black tips on the 
primaries, and pale 
underwings. [his 1s a 
two-year gull. 


black-tipped white wedee 
primaries On WING © while 
underparts 


orange legs 
® SONG Shrieking 
whistles and a call of cheeer. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Eats 
mostly insects on summer breeding 


grounds, where it sometimes hawks 
flying insects. In winter eats fish, : 
crustaceans, and marine worms. Catches fish WINTER 

ee : : — ; Stele PLUMAGE 
by wading tn water as well as by diving. ae 
Forages on ground for insects and also catches 


them in flight. Its habit of nesting in trees is most unusual —— _——s 
J BLACK-HEADED GULL 
among gulls. 


Dark brown-black hood; 
@ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary or small colonial. red bill; dark underside 


RmeHTAGy- . of primaries. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 24 days by both sexes. Not known 


when semiprecocial young first fly, but Known to be fed by both 
parents while in nest. 1 brood 
per year. 

¢ POPULATION Stable. 
Common in migration and 
winter on Great Lakes and on 
Pacific, Atlantic, and Gulf 
Coasts. Uncommon migrant 

| inland in the West. 


wht and buoyant direct flight ts ternlike, 


Nest Identification 


Sticks lined with moss and grasses; abandoned nests lined with hay and moss 
© coniferous tree, 4-20 feet above ground ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 24 olive to 
buff cges, marked with brown blotches; ovate to elliptical-ovate, 2 inches long. 


Migration Migratory Weleht) S/ounces 


TIME CCSC LOCATION 


f mage 


An ae ‘lar | Habitat @.@ ue. 
Sexes similar % <> a ——~— i 
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Family | ARIDAE 


HEERMANN’S GULL 


‘The overall dark coloring distinguishes this gull 
from others and makes it one of the easiest gulls 
in the West to identify. No other Pacific Coast 
gull combines the characteristics of white head, 
dark gray body, black tail with white tip, and ii 

red bill. When perched, the wing tips protrude red bill 
well beyond the tip of the tail, covering the 
bird’s pale gray rump and uppertail coverts. 
‘This somewhat aggressive bird is 
common along the Pacific Coast and 
spends most of its time at sea. First 
and second winter birds are very 
dark. ‘This is a four-year gull. 
¢ SONG A whiny w/ee-ce. 
While flying, repeatedly 
utters cow-auk, cow-cek. 


white head e—— ee 


and neck 


gray breast and 
underparts 


white tips of 
flight feathers on 
inner wing 


blue-gray legs 
and feet 


black tail 
with white band 
on terminal tip 


i) 
~ @ BEHAVIOR Habits almost exclusively marine. salicoaiaaii 
Spends less time on beaches than any other western 
gull on the Pacific Coast south of Alaska. Eats fish, 
crustaceans, mollusks, insects, carrion, and sometimes eggs 
of other birds. Dives into ocean to catch fish. Tends flocks of 
feeding pelicans and cormorants, following them and 
sometimes stealing food from them or retrieving dropped or 
discarded prey. Also tends sea otters and seals. 


SECOND THIRD 
WINTER WINTER 


Similar Birds 


+ @ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. = ee 
Pee : : ; WESTERN GULL 
“e X Soulbvaecim te D. po ‘seme ie eee 
| NESTING Incubation 28 days by both sexes. Semiprecocial Diarie aray-nienitie and 
young fed by both sexes. Age at first flight undetermined. ar ings; white head, tail, 
1 brood per year. te and underparts; yellow 


bill; pink legs and feet. 


¢ POPULATION Common postbreeding-season visitor to West 
Coast; rare to casual inland in the Southwest. 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to pollution of 
marine environments and 
disturbance on nesting grounds 
in Gulf of California and coastal 
islands off Baja California and 
western Mexico. 


Buoyant direct flight on rather long wings, 
with a rhythmic, flicking wing beat. 


Unlined if scrape; cup made of sticks, grass, and weeds, then lined with 
feathers * on ground between rocks or hidden in vegetation ® built by both 


sexes @ 2—3 pale gray to blue-gray eggs, with lavender, brown, and blue 


blotches, sometimes wreathed; ovate to elliptical ovate, 2.6 inches long. 


‘} Habitat Ne Ae 2D Migration Migratory Weight 4 4 pounds 


JATE TIME __ LOCATION 
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| Family | \RIDAK Specles J ypys crassirostris Wingspan 47_48 inches 


BLACK-TAILED GULL > 


Easily identified with its combination of yellow 


Length 18-19 inches 


bill with red tip and black subterminal band, . 
white head, neck, 


vellow eves with red orbital ring, and broad : breast, and 
black tail band, this Asian straggler has been veo 1718 underparts @ 
WH red | 
. ‘ . CO S; ) OC) Bay. ali | 
spotted on rare occasion In San Dies sopieal vie ie | 


California. It is also casual in coastal | laree yellow bill 
with black ring 


\laska and in northeastern North | 
above red tip 


\merica as far south as Virginia. 


tharcoal-gray . 


S ANd DAK @ ® 


“2H 


broad black subterminal € 
hand and white terminal 
hand on tail 


white-based tail ® 
with white 
uppertall coverts 


- short yellow 
legs and feet 


Since these three-year SE ‘OND 

a WINTER 
gulls are nomadic but de 

. . “yy an” } 
nonmigratory, it 1s difficult to \ 

<i - \ Bei ecae 

understand how they find their ea 
way to North America. Winter adults mi 
have a brownish gray-streaked head and nape. THIRD 
® SONG Very low kaoo-kaoo. WINTER 


¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Frequents seashores, where it feeds 
on small fish, especially smelt and greenlings. Also eats insects, 
BAND-TAILED GULL 
Darker blackish 
upperwings and mantle; 
and walking. dark eyes with yellow 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Getital mini, AOR EGT IEE, 
© NESTING Incubation 24-27 days by both sexes. 
Semiprecocial young known to 

Flight Pattern be fed by both sexes, but it is 
not Known how long they stay 
in nest. First flight at 
30-40 days. 1 brood per year. 
@ POPULATION Accidental to 
- . casual in North America. 
| . oe | Common in Asia. 


crustaceans, carrion, and refuse. Like most gulls, catches insects 
and other food in flight. Often forages while wading, swimming, 


Ss? 


| Nest Identification - ’ 
: ry grass ® on ledges, slopes, and small cliffs hidden by vegetation ¢ built by 


| 
both sexes ® 2-3 greenish to ocherish eggs with dark spots; oval to elliptical oval, 
| nape se~ Sy MUON corars 


2.6 inches long 


Plumage @ - | Mabitat & | Migrati . : 
Sexes similar | Habitat aa Migration N onmigratory/nomadic 


SSS = ml t 


ry TIME ee — LOCATION 
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Pi ie i i 


MEW GULL 


Heard from the tops of conifers with its catlike mee-you, the 

Mew Gull is common along the Pacific coast. It breeds . 

along the coast and on lakes in the interior of extreme white head, neck, 
Ree detare Wari, Ancierios: Senaxated f Fenitey-onill breast, and 

northwestern North America. Separated from similar gulls underparts 

by the short unmarked yellow bill and the white spots 

(mirrors) in the black-tipped primaries. - 

Winter adults have a white head ae 

> 


washed with brown and a gray mantle 


_® large dark eyes 


white tips on 
Upperwing 


COVETTS | 


small yellow 
bill with 


greenish tint 


black-tipped 
Slight feathers 


white band on 
primary flight 
feathers near wing tip 


greenish yellow 
legs and feet 


JUVENILE FIRST 
YEAR 


white tail with a black subterminal band. 
This is a three-year gull. 


a 


© SONG Kee-ya, kee-ya, kee-ya; mewing call SECOND THIRD 


 quee-you Of mee-you. YEAR YEAR 

, - ‘ —— 

_ © BEHAVIOR Omnivorous. Forages mostly on beaches, ian 

, mudflats, garbage dumps, and pastures. Eats small fish, insects, ae ke =< 


crustaceans, mollusks, earthworms, small rodents, grains, 4 RING-BILLED GULL 


; ‘ . 5 : ~ varger; black ring 

' berries, carrion, refuse, and small birds of other species. Catches * Beige Be ne 

Mg : ; : : *.. around larger yellow 

* insects in flight. While flying, drops hard-shelled mollusks to bate aust lack: on 

’ break shells and eats the flesh inside. Follows plows to pick up primaries. 

_Jarvae and worms. i. CALIFORNIA GULL 

» © BREEDING Monogamous; small colonies or solitary pairs. _ _ Larger; less white on 

2 : i primaries; larger heavier 

* @ NESTING Incubation 22-28 days by both sexes. bill; red spot on lower 

| Semiprecocial young stay around nest 32-40 days, fed by both mandible; greenish- 
parents. First flight at 35 days. 1 brood per year. i ids hese 


® POPULATION Common; stable. Rare inland in western coastal 
states; casual to Great Lakes. 
European race casual to 
Newfoundland and 
northeastern coast. Siberian race 
rare on Aleutian Islands. 


¢ CONSERVATION Species 


Graceful buoyant nonlabored flight. , : 
Undulating, roller coaster—like flight with vulnerable to marine pollution 


several rapid wing beats and a pause. and oil spills. 


| Scrape lined with grass and leaves; platform built of twigs and grass @ built by 
both sexes © 3 yellow-brown to green-brown or olive to buff eggs, marked with 
browns; oval to elliptical oval, 2.2 inches long. 


Shape £4. -»6 pa 
Location amm—= AE BX'y, Phe 


‘Habitat xn mee Migration Migratory Weight 15.2 ounces 


TIME LOCATION 
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{ 
Family | ARIDAE Length 18-19 inches | W!gspan 48 inches \er 
is 
RING-BILLED GULI 
IN¢ y™ 4 4 4 D 4 4 
. . 4 
One of the most widespread 
and familiar gulls in North nile eesdalih ed 
. . “le ¢ Su 
\merica, the Ring-billed » orhial eae 
Gull can be distinguished 
by the black subterminal y 
band on its vellow bill. o ‘ ; 
4 Pale gray on 5 > = 
proiaie a JUVENILE FIRST 
yellow bill e—— @ and back WINTER 
with black a3 | 
subterminal a 
hand 3 
at SECOND THIRD 
| his three-veal WINTER WINTER 
bird is like many 
other gulls in that 
it is energetic when black primaries \" 
gathering food. It has ce ig white | 
ee 
been seen foraging en 
through dumps and - 
parking lots near human | 
populations, as well as | j 
wading and swimming white underparts, @ 
for prey in inland lakes. ‘cluding ‘4 ) 
UNAET WINGS 


Winter adults have a 
brown-streaked head. 
e SONG High-pitched 
repeated Avyak, hiyak. Call is 
sharp £y-0w. ye 
© BEHAVIOR Omnivorous: 
eats earthworms, insects and 


—e yellow legs 


and feet white tail 


“acs CALIFORNIA GULL 

4 Larger; red spot near 
up of lower 
mandible; yellow bill; 


insect lary ac, fish, grain, rodents, . greenish yellow legs 
and refuse. Very active in gathering tood; follows plows, and feet. ; 
scavenges through refuse, steals food from other birds, and - HERRING GULL 
forages while walking, wading, and swimming. This ecologically Larger; red spot near 


up of lower 
—_ ; ; ’ ; mandible; flesh- 
® BREEDING Monogamous; sometimes polygamous. Colonial. colored legs and feet. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 21-28 days by both sexes. 

Semiprecocial young stay 
around nest 35 days. Fed by 
both sexes. 1 brood per year. 

® POPULATION Abundant. 
Increasing despite depletion in 
late 1800s. Estimated at 

3 million. 


adaptable species has benefited by man’s alteration of habitat. 


eg AOE Em 


Strong direct flight with deep wing beats. 


Soars on thermals 


\lade of weeds, bits of debris, and grass © on ground, sometimes among rocks 
or occasionally in low tree © built by both sexes ¢ 24 olive-brown to brown 
UMAagE 


eggs with lavender, grav, and dark brown blotches; ovate to short ovate, 
ee a 
~ Sexes similar | Habitat sae Ne Lf 


Migration Mi gratory 


ry TIME LOCATION 
! 


i} 


2.3 inches long. 


Dp 


Weight 1.2 pounds 
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|Family |, ARIDAE ( Lar | Length 21-22 inches | Wingspan 4854 inches 


CALIFORNIA GULL ia tik ane. 


r ‘ ° ’ 
; [he monument to the gull in Salt Lake lh ad 
) City was inspired by the California Gull, 


al 
ee 


because it saved the crops of the Mormon 


|) settlers from the grasshopper plague of eray back and “> 
| 1848. Today, this four-year gull is the UPPETWINES @ ; Sy és Walia Bel ied 

state bird of Utah. It builds its nests aa red and black spot 
close to freshwater marshes and = on lower mandible 
lakes, but at other times, it Is 

| frequently seen on inland 
fields and nearby farms, 
foraging through trash and 
eating insects. In flight, 
note that adults have 


DARK 
JUVENILE 


black-tipped 
wings with 
| while windows 


\ 
~~ 
‘ak 


FIRST 


WINTER 


e@ ereenish yellow 
to gray-green legs 
and feet 


white underparts 
and tail 


-) adusky gray stripe on the trailing 

y _ edge of the underwing. Winter adults have 

-} brownish streaking on the head and hindneck. 

ty ¢ SONG Has soft call of sow-how-how, kee-ou, or klee-ah. Has 

), alarm call of yowww; also a quiet repeated waaaaaaaah. 

| y ® BEHAVIOR Primarily an inland species during summer 
» months. Feeds on a host of agricultural pests, from 

BY grasshoppers and many other insects to rodents. Also takes 

|. fish, eggs and young from other birds, worms, spiders, 


SECOND 
WINTER 


RING-BILLED GULI 
Smaller; black ring 
a around beak; lighter 

di ~ eves: lacks dusky 


trailing edge to 


underwing. 


HERRING GULL 


Larger; red spot only on 


a lower mandible; yellow 


if eye; creamy pink legs 
» 


_/ refuse, and carrion. Like most gulls it is an active forager. 
—. ® BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 

-)*¢ NESTING Incubation 23-27 days by both sexes. 

-|} Semiprecocial young tended by both sexes; it is not known 
p 

' 


and feet; lacks dusky 


trailing edge to 
how long they stay in nest. First flight at about 45 days. underwing; lighter gray 
1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Increasing. Abundant. Casual on Gulf 
Coast and East Coast in winter. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to human 
disturbance at nesting colonies 
on large western lakes and 
pollution of lakes and habitat 


; Strong direct flight with deep wing beats. loss. Mono Lake has 50,000 
Soars on thermals and updrafts. 


back and upperwings. 


seriously threatened pairs. 


‘Twigs, dried feathers, bits of debris, grass, and weeds; 14-18 inches @ on 


1 ground ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 2-3 olive-buff eggs. often blotched with 


deep grays and browns; oval to short oval; if third egg is laid, shape is short, 


subelliptical; 2.8 inches long. 


TIME LOCATION 
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Family |) ARIDAE 


HERRING GULL light yellow 
After facing a serious decrease in population mite hill oe 


in the 19th century, the Herring Gull has 
recovered and is once again numerous 
along the Atlantic Coast. Its range red spot on 


continues to expand, making it the lower 
mandible 


—_———e white head 
and neck 


most widespread and best-known 

gull in North America. This 

> : ( orgy 

four-year gull usually nests light gray @ a 
. ; ¢ UPPETRINGS 

on the ground, but when wd bak 

humans intrude, it will 


DARK 
JUVENILE 


black wing tips 
with white spots 


white 
breast SECOND 
WINTER 


white 
underparts 


| white tail 


creamy pinkish 
legs and feet 


THIRD FOURTH 


choose trees or even 
rooftops. Winter adults 

have a white head, neck, and 
upper breast streaked with pale 
brown. Plumage ts highly variable. 


WINTER WINTER 


CALIFORNIA GULL 
ai Smaller; dark eye; 
yA red spot edged with 
e black on lower 
mandible; darker 
gray mantle and 
wings; dusky trailing 
edge on underwing; 
yellow-green legs 
and feet. 


¢ SONG Noisy with various calls, including 
loud chew clew, strident syow, or trumpetlike kee-ou, kee-ou. Also 
has alarm call of £ek-kek-kek or Ayiah—hyak. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Opportunistic. Often follows ships in sea lanes 
to feed on refuse thrown overboard. Along seacoasts eats fish, 
wide variety of marine invertebrates, refuse, carrion, and algae. 
On land eats worms. insects and insect larvae, berries, rodents, 
and eggs and young of other birds. Active forager. Like other 
gulls, carries hard-shelled mollusks into the air, then drops them 
on hard surface to break open shells. Sometimes steals food 


RING-BILLED GULL 
a Smaller yellow bill 


* has black 
i - subterminal ring; 


from other birds. Frequents garbage dumps. greenish yellow legs. ! 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. H 
@ NESTING Incubation ! 

23-27 days by both sexes. | 

Semiprecocial young stay | 

around nest 2449 days. Fed by ! 

i 


both sexes. 1 brood per year. 


® POPULATION Abundant. 


Strong steady flight with deep wing beats. ‘Today all gulls are protected by 
Soars on thermals and deflected updrafts. federal law 


a 
ny 


| Lined with weeds, grass, and seaweed ® on ground sheltered by shrubs or rock, 


P_ 


Shape -e¢ pg in tree, or on roof * 2-3 gray, green, bluish, or brown eggs with brown, lavender, 


and black streaks; ovoid, 2.6-3 x 1.8-2.2 inches. 
Location ssa SSE 
dy 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat wa oes Le 


DATE _ TIME LOCATION a 


Migration \j gratory Weight 2.7 pounds 
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Length 2325 inches | Wingspan 55 inches 


THAYER’S GULL 


This graceful dovelike bird is a little smaller than the reddish purple eye ring 
Herring Gull, the species from which it was around gray to mottled 
recently split and the one its behavior most brown eyes 


resembles. Spending most of its time in the 
Canadian Arctic, this bird may nest in 
colonies with other gulls 
but more often 


while head 

and neck @—— smallish yellow 
hill gently curved 
on lop 


medium gray 


wings and back a 


red spot on 


restricted black 
lower mandible 


primary tips 


oo 
(ar ‘ 


“~~ 


{ \ a 
white breast Noo 


and underparts 


JUVENILE 


dark Nae See, Ne —_ 
pink legs oa 


SECOND THIRD 
WINTER WINTER 


white tail 


nests on cliff ledges. 
Note the dark eye color and paler 

wing tips, especially on underside of 

the gray primaries. Winter adults have pale 
brown streaking on the head, neck, and upper 
breast. A four-year bird, it is difficult to separate 


~ HERRING GULL 


Larger; yellow eyes 


from the Herring Gull, and its taxonomy is still disputed: fie with orange orbital ring; 

Some still consider it a race of the Herring Gull, while others {lighter gray mantle; — 

think it is a subspecies of the Iceland Gull. bie abe ae 

¢ SONG A familiar 4ee-yow; a loud huc-kuc-kuc-kuc-kuckle-kuckle or see hn aly ee 

hiyak, hiyak, hiyak-hiyak. Mewing squeals. and feet; heavier bill. 
1 BEHAVIOR Eats small fish, mollusks, crustaceans, carrion, # ICELAND GULL 


_ refuse, berries, and young and eggs of other birds. Finds food by Pighien erty manic; 


\ diving in shallow water, plunging while flying, and foraging (sometimes brown) 
while walking on shore. eyes; translucent pale 
* BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. ute ee 


¢ NESTING Incubation 23-27 days by both sexes. 
Semiprecocial young stay 
around nest 24-29 days. Fed by 
both sexes. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon. 
Winters primarily on West 
Coast. Rare to casual on Great 
Lakes, East Coast, and in 
interior in winter. 


usually yellow 


Strong direct flight with steady deep 
wing beats. Sometimes soars on thermals 
or updrafts. 


| Lined with weeds, grasses, and leaves ® on bare sround sheltered by rock or 


shrubbery ® built by both sexes ¢ 2—3 gray, green, or brown eggs; ovate, 
2.8 x 2.1 inches. 


Habitat se Nex soe Migration Migratory Weight 2.4 pounds 


TIME LOCATION 
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Family LARIDAE Length 23-25 inches 


ICELAND GULL white head 


and neck 


Restricted to the North Atlantic Ocean where it 


is in the company of larger, more robust gulls, red eye ring 


this highly variable four-year gull spends tts 
summers on the coasts of northeastern 
Canada and Greenland. It has two 
morphs: the typical form, which 


—_—§e yellow eyes 

(sometimes brown) 
pale gray wings 
: : and upper hack 
nests in Greenland and has white 


wing-tips, and the Kumlien’s, 


yellow bill with 
red spot on lower 
mandible 


which nests in Canada and 
has gray wing-tips. The 
pale primaries look 
translucent in 


white tail 
. JUVENILE 
‘e white underparts 


e@ pink legs and feet ( < | \ 
gray-tinted or ; 

white primaries 
SECOND 
flight, especially WINTER ‘a 
from below. Winter adults 
show pale brown streaking on 


+) 
the head, neck, and upper breast. __ ‘THAYER’S GULL | 

e SONG Call of clew, clew, clew or kak- <= Darker mantle; brown ; 
kak-kak, similar to that of the Herring Gull. i saadaaaomies \y 


purple orbital ring; 
darker wing tips, 
especially on 


© BEHAVIOR Eats small fish, crustaceans, berries, mollusks, 
carrion, refuse, seeds, and eggs and young of other birds. 
Catches fish by plunging into water while flying. Also finds food 
while wading or walking on shore. Often feeds with Herring 
Gulls and nests in mixed colonies with other gulls. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 23-27 days by both sexes. 
Semiprecocial young stay around nest 24-29 days; tended by 
both sexes. 1 brood per year. 
® POPULATION Uncommon 
to rare on East Coast and Great 
[Lakes in winter. Casual to Gulf 
Coast and Pacific Coast in 
winter. Rare inland. Breeding 
hs dia eeacintiiacs, [io ecseghl veneers populations stable and perhaps 
and updrafts. are increasing. 


upperparts. 


GLAUCOUS GULL 
Proportionally larger 

bill; larger overall; pale 
eyes with yellow eye 
ring; white wing tps. 


Direct flight with strong steady deep wing 


| Grass, moss, and various rubbish ¢ on hillock near shelter ¢ 2-3 buff to olive 
eggs with dark brown blotches; ovate, 2.7 inches long. 


Migration \fjeratory Weight 1.9 pounds 


DATE TIME «LOCATION { 
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Family | ARIDAE 


Length 21-22 inches [ wingspan 54 inches 


| LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL 


[his European gull is wintering in increasing pale yellow 
eyes with red 


numbers in North America. It is similar to the 
orbital ring e 


Western Gull and the Great Black-backed Gull. 
Smaller than either of those gulls, it has yellow, ® 


~ at 


not pink, feet and legs. Winter adults have a 
brown streaked head and neck. ‘his four-year white head e—— >, 
gull’s behavior and voice resembles other gulls. ae ats igi 


e SONG A loud séyow and a wide 


; ; . ‘ @ yellow bill with 
| range of other calls, including ya- red spot on lower 


yuk-yuk-yuckle-yuckle or hiyak, dark slate-gray mandible 
hiyak, hiyak, hiyak-hiyak. or black mantle @ 


— e@ white chest, belly, 
and underparts 


—*e yellow legs 


and feet 


aS 
Ns white tail 


and rump 


SECOND THIRD 
WINTER WINTER 


b 


¢ BEHAVIOR Eats small 
fish, seaweed, wide variety of marine 
invertebrates, insects, refuse, carrion, and eggs = GREAT BLACK- 


( 


} 
i 
a7. 
| 
| 


- and young of other birds. Finds food by wading, swimming, and 2 BACKED GUL 

; i 2 ‘ ‘ ike . : ti Larger; pink legs 
| plunging to ocean’s surface while flying. Also steals food from cane | OE RE 
i “other birds. Scavenges. wings and mantle. 
| Lae BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. ™ WESTERN GULI 
, @ NESTING Incubation 24-27 days by both sexes. | PEIEER PINK tees 


and feet 


Semiprecocial young climb out of nest after a few days and 
explore surrounding area. Fed by both sexes. First flight at 

30-40 days. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Rare to 
uncommon in eastern North 
America; casual in the interior 
around the Great Lakes and on 
the West Coast to Alaska. 
Common to fairly common in 


Direct flight with strong steady, deep wing 


beats on long wings. Sometimes soars on i ' : 
thermals and updrafts. western Europe and Eurasia. 


Lined with dry lichens, dry vegetation, and feathers ¢ built by both sexes ® on 


ground near grassy shore or hidden in grasses and ,ocks ¢ 3 brown or olive to 


blue-green eggs usually blotched with dark brown; size varies but most are 


ovoid, 2.7 inches long. 


JATE 3 _TIME..__—C™C™C™~—ts—C LOCATION 
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isagi o | Length 95_27 inches | Winéspan 58 inches 


ae 


SLATY-BACKED GULL 


| 
‘This four-year Asian gull spends most of its 


time near the Bering Sea, but occasionally 


wanders to the islands near Alaska. It ts wibite heal he 

similar to but smaller than the and neck 

Atlantic Coast’s Great Black- yellow eves with short, masstve yellow 

hacked Guill: ta fiehe noce reddish purple to bill with red spot on 

egrctenahg = pink orbital ring eo lower mandible 
dark slate- in 


the dark slate-gray 
mantle and wings, 
the broad 


gray mantle e “5 


white trailing e— 
dee ON WINGS 


+ white breast 
and underparts 


ee 6 “i 
| 
| 

whitish @ | 

markings on 


base of outer 
4—5 primaries 


@ white | 
rump grayish black 
and tail = primaries 


_#® bright pink legs 


— and feet 
a 
e ‘ 


outer four or five primaries from the dark mantle. SECOND SECOND 
Winter adults have pale brown streaking on the white head and neck. StjmMER WINTER } 
© SONG Laughing call, #a-hah-gah-gah. Also loud yeah, yeah 
similar to Great Black-backed Gull. 


white trailing edge to the wing that 
extends into the primaries, gray wing- 
tips on underparts (not black as in other 
larger dark-mantled gulls of the region), 
and white band that separates the ups of the 


@ BEHAVIOR Feeds at low tide while walking or swimming. 
Also swoops down to water from flight. Eats mollusks, fish, 
carrion, berries, and small mammals. Prefers sandy shores and 


« WESTERN GULL 
Underside of wings 
darker gray; black 
primaries have white 
tips only. Northern 
birds have darker eyes; 

paler pink legs and feet. 


steep ridges of cliffs. Nonmigratory but nomadic. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 26-28 days by both sexes. Young 
semiprecocial; first flight at 49-56 days. 1 brood per year. 

. ¢ POPULATION Rare in 
" Flight Pattern . a coastal Alaska; rare to casual in 


winter on northern Pacific 
Coast; casual to uncommon 
around islands in Bering Sea; 
- - ~~ ~ accidental in US in Midwest, 


Strong steady direct tlight with deep wing ‘Texas, and Northeast. 
beats. Sometimes soars 


Nest Identification 


Lined with dried grasses, seaweed, and feathers © on ground hidden in grasses 
ind usually shelrered by rock or cliff © built by both sexes ¢ 2-3 ocherish or 


> O t "i 4 { > | 
Shape -e6 LOCATION bam Safes R olive-buff eggs spotted with brown or black; ovate, 2.8 x 2 inches. 
Pree 


| 
| 
a 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ax Migration Nonmigratory | “€'€t 2.9 pounds 


DATE TIME_ _ LOCATION 


BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA e 295 


| Family LARIDAE Species Larus livens Wingspan 60 inches 


YELLOW-FOOTED GULL 

A native of Mexico, this large three-year gull 

reaches maturity in its third year but gains its oe 

yellow legs and feet in its second winter. It is wid nok % 

distinguished from the Western Gull by its yellow eyes with 

yellow rather than pinkish feet. ‘Vhe male has 2 ADE Oren NG 

a white rump and tail. ‘This gull can be 
seen around the Salton Sea after 

breeding season in summer, with a 


© hick yellow bill 
with red spot on 


few birds remaining into winter. 
lower mandible 


¢ SONG Quick quock, kuck, kuck, 
kuck, similar to the call of peta! back 
the Western Gull but Eee 


lower in pitch. 


white rump 
and tail 


| 

} 

| 

| we ‘ white breast 

es and underparts om 

FIRST 

yellow legs and feet SUMMER 

| ‘ 

e 

| 

| ( 


| @ BEHAVIOR Eats fish, 


| crustaceans, mollusks, eggs and SECOND 


Pa 


¢ built by both sexes ¢ 2—3 pale olive to buff eggs marked with dark brown; 


| young of other birds, carrion, and refuse. WINTER 
., Feeds while wading in water. Also catches prey while flying. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Similar Birds 
| © NESTING Incubation 28 days by both sexes. Semiprecocial » WESTERN GULL 
| young fed by both sexes. First flight at 30-35 days. ‘Typically Pink legs and feet; 
1 brood per year. slimmer bill. 
¢ POPULATION Stable. Breeds in Mexico in the Gulf of 
California. Common vagrant in 
summer around Salton Sea 
where a few winter. Casual in 
southern California. 
© CONSERVATION 
Susceptible to pollution and 
Strong steady flight with deep wing beats. human intrusion into its 
Often soars on thermals or updrafts. breeding: are: 
»yreeding area. 
gv P 5 a ; = 
| 4g a Nest Identification Lined with grass, seaweed, and feathers ® on ground above high watermark 
| 


Shape ae Location ellipsoid to ovoid, 2.9 x 1.9 inches. 


ee es 


Migration N onmigratory Weight 2.9 pounds 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat en 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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oer re 


Length 24 27 inches 


Species 7 ayys ycvidentalis 


| Family | ARIDAE 
EE — 


WESTERN GULL 


Rarely seen far inland from shore and residing almost 
exclusively on the Pacific Coast, this four-vear gull often 


lives near nesting colonies of other birds and sea lions 


white head 
and neck ° 
Iwo races exist: the | 


because it includes in its diet various types of eggs, 
small birds, and carrion. 
northern occidentalis and southern wymany, Ma 


occidentalis has a paler mantle and slightly 
darker eves. In flight shows a white 


trailing edge on its wings, a dark 


slate-gray mantle, and a white 
tail, tail coverts, and rump. 
Winter adults of the 


white trailing e a 


CALC ON WINGS ) 


e white tail and feet 


northern form have moderate 

brown streaking on their heads; southern 
birds show faint streaking. 

@ SONG Rapid call of guock, kuk, kuk, kuk. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Inhabits coastal areas. Eats fish, a great variety 
of marine invertebrates, carrion, refuse, small mammals, and 
eggs and young of other birds. Catches fish by diving from the 
air to the water’s surface, or by wading in water. Harasses 
cormorants and pelicans to force them to disgorge their catch. 
Drops hard shellfish in flight to ground to break shell. Follows 
fishing boats. Commonly found around seacoast towns and on 
wharves, jetties, docks, pillions, buildings, and moored ships. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. On offshore islands. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 25-32 days by both sexes, mostly 
female. Semiprecocial young stay around nest 29-32 days. Fed 
by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 


Flight Pattern - | 
ee a 


¢ POPULATION Common. 
Stable along Pacific Coast from 
Baja to southern British 


is ee | Columbia. Casual north to 
m | t- ey : 
= southern Alaska. Rare inland. 
‘ 
- ; ® CONSERVATION 

Direct fight with strong steady wing : . . 
ecw, Dhak soatan cieek hentia on Vulnerable to pollution of 
updrafts along coastal sea cliffs coastal marine environment. 


Nest Identification 


Shape <> 


Location 3% ; fie i 


) 


2.6-—3 inches x 1.9-2 inches 


5 -- c ‘ : 
Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ran aaa 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


white chest » , 


and belly 


@ pinkish legs 


. A ’ ha ie Be) F “ § 7c j < 1 } 
Moss, weeds, and grass © on ground near ridge of rock or sand @ built by both 
sexes ® 1-6 buff to olive-gray eggs with dark brown blotches; ellipsoid to ovoid, 


Migration Nonmigratory | We'8ht 2.2 pounds | 


Wingspan 54 58 inches 


gidy DOWN CVES 
(paler in 
@ southern birds) 


laree yellow bill 
with red spot on 
®@ lower mandible 


JUVENILE 


ay 


SECOND 
WINTER 


a Pe 


THIRD 
WINTER 


@- YELLOW-FOOTED 
GULL 
Slightly larger; yellow 
legs and feet; lighter 
mantle. 


GLAUCOUS-WINGED 
GULL 

Lighter mantle; gray 
primaries; dark eyes 
with red orbital ring. 


BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA e 297 


oo 


; Pc aeat Pes te 
Family |, ARIDAE Pree rus: 


i 
a 


Length 24-27 inches | Wingspan 54 58 inches 


GLAUCOUS-WINGED GULL 
Its name is derived from the Greek word g/aukos, which 
| means blue-gray or bluish. This bird is the most 
abundant and widespread gull in the northeastern 
Pacific Ocean. It often nests with other gulls and 
sometimes produces hybrids. Falling somewhere 
between the Herring Gull and the Glaucous 


white head 
and neck 


dark brown-hlack 


Gull in appearance, this four-year gull is eyes with dull redid 
rather chunky and robust. Its increasing orbital ring et 


population and predatory habits make 
it a major predator on other seabird 
colonies in its range. 


pale gray 
mantle 


yellow bill with 
red spot on lower 
mandible 


—e white underparts 


white tail, rump, 
uppertail coverts 


or 


JUVENILE 


pale gray wings 
. with white 


trailing edges pink legs and feet 


a' 
¢ SONG Low-pitched sak-kak- le “Bilge, 
»| kak or wow or high-pitched keer-keer. “y — 
‘| @ BEHAVIOR Marine and coastal. Eats refuse, small fish, SECOND 
‘| variety of marine invertebrates, carrion, small mammals, plant WINTER 


‘| material, and eggs and young of other birds. Like most gulls 
wades in water to find food or dives into water while flying. Also 
»| scavenges through refuse; steals food from other birds; and takes 
leftovers of seals, whales, and humans. Tends fishing trawlers. Larger; paler mantle; 
‘| @¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. PaCS: 
»| © NESTING Incubation 26-29 days by both sexes. je WESTERN GULL 
Semiprecocial young may leave nest soon after hatching but ee ee 
remain in vicinity. Fed by both sexes. First flight at 37—53 days. 
Young leave colony 2 weeks after flight. 1 brood per year. 
_ — @ POPULATION Common eo 
Flight Pattern . and increasing in number. Rare ; RTS 
— — inland in Pacific states. Casual = s 
in Great Lakes. 
© CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to pollution of 


Powerful direct flight with slow measured marine environment, including 
wing beats. Often soars on updrafts. : : 
oil spills. 


: 75 OPPS pees 
Nest Ide niification ‘ ; 
es as Lined with seaweed, grasses, moss, and debris ¢ hidden in grass or weeds; 


sometimes sheltered by rock or cliff ® built by both sexes ® 1—4 olive to 


GLAUCOUS GULL 


upped black primaries. 


yellow-green eggs marked with brown and gray; subelliptical, 2.8 x 2 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar ‘| Habitat ax Migration Most do not migrate | We'8" 2.2 pounds 


| DATE _ TIME _i. | LOCATION 
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Family | ARIDAE 


GLAUCOUS GULL 
‘Lhe palest of the large gulls, this bird is also the most 
northerly breeder of the Laws gulls. It can be found 
nesting on the Arctic coasts of North America and 
Greenland. A heavy-bodied, stocky, barrel- 

chested gull, its short wings barely 
extend beyond the tail when 
standing. Winter adults show head 


massive yellow bill 
with red spot on 

and neck lightly streaked pale @ lower mandible 
brown. ‘This is a four-year gull. 
e SONG Usually silent. While 


flying, makes a prattling-like 


whitehead. 
and neck § 


quack. Also has various 
shrieking cries, similar to 
those of Herring Gull. 
¢ BEHAVIOR 
Marine habits. 
Predatory and 
aggressive, especially 
in summer when itt 
feeds primarily on 


yellow eyes With © 
yellow orbital 
ring 


eggs and young of 

other birds, especially 

ducks, alcids, 

shorebirds, and gulls. 

Also eats fish, marine 
invertebrates, refuse, insects, 
and berries. Major predator on 
lemmings and other small 
mammials during their peak population cycles. 


JUVENILE 


' ‘ . 7 : SECOND 
Steals food from other seabirds. Also finds food by WINTER 
wading in water and diving to surface while flying. ae) 
Catches smaller birds and insects in air. Sz 


® BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 27—28 days by both sexes. 
Semiprecocial young leave nest within days of 
hatching, but remain in vicinity. Fed by both sexes. 
Independent soon after first flight at 45-50 days. Usually 1 

brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common on 
breeding grounds. Closely tied 
to lemming population near its 
nesting grounds. Uncommon to 
fairly common in winter on the 
north Atlantic and north Pacific 
Coasts. Rare south and inland. 


THIRD 
WINTER 


Flight Pattern 


Lumbers along with slow steady wing 
beats on short wings. Soars on thermals 


and updrafts. 


Wingspan 56_60 inches 


ene 26-30 inches_| WnéFPe" 56-60 inches | 


gray primaries 


J chest 
J 


white-tipped pale 


white undertail 
coverts, belly, and 


white tail, rump, 
and uppertail 
COVETTS 


sLAUCOUS-WINGED 
GULL 
Smaller; gray marks on 


primaries; slight red 
ring around dark eye; 
bill more slender. 


ICELAND GULL 
Smaller in size; pale 
gray primaries with 
translucent white tips 
(Kumlien’s form has 
darker gray tips to 
translucent primaries); 
yellow eye with red 
orbital ring. 


ht ae : 
r. Nest Identification lined with seaweed, moss, feathers, and debris ¢ on ground or set on ridges 


of cliffs, often on small pile of grass or moss * built by both sexes ¢ 2-3 eggs, 


Shape a> Location gasses wi: 
, = 3.0 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ten see aun 


Migration Mi gratory 


DATE __ TIME_ LOCATION 


light brown or olive-buff, with dark brown blotches; subelliptical to ovate, 
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Species 7 apys marinus 


GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL 


r ‘ e . . . . 
[his predatory and domineering bird is the largest 


Length 2831 inches | Wingspan 60-66 inches 


Family | ARIDAE 


gull in North America. It is highly aggressive pale yellow eye e 

toward other birds but will nest harmoniously os 

in colonies with other gulls. A four-year gull, yellow bill @ 
it frequents the northern Atlantic Coast white head e 

of North America. ‘The adult is snow- and neck ae Hie 
white below with a black mantle hlack mantle and es 
and upperwings. Winter adults UPPer WINGS @ 


have very little streaking on 

the white head and nape. white primary 
In all plumages it has i 
pink legs and feet. ‘The 
prevalence of garbage 


dumps in coastal 


red pole 
On lox ¢7] 
mandibl 


areas has led to 
an increase In 
population of 
this species. 4 


e SONG 


© whit 


Usually silent. ‘© white tail and underparts 


| 
On breeding uppertail coverts white trailing é 
grounds utters low i Ba 
slow screeching keeeecece- pale pink legs 
aaaahh. Also makes throaty and feet 3 
laughing call of 4ah-hah-hah or JUVENILE 
deep owk, ows. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Pugnacious. Predatory and << ~<— 
opportunistic. Eats carrion, fish, refuse, eggs and young of — 
other birds, mollusks, crustaceans, rodents, berries, and insects. aie pa ee 
May take prey as large as gulls, cormorants, and rabbits. Steals SECOND THIRD 
food from other birds and scavenges on beaches. Wades in water WINTER WINTER 
to feed. Dives to surface while flying to catch food. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial but occasionally solitary. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 26-29 days by both sexes. Fed by both ~ LESSER BLACK- 
BACKED GULI 


Smaller; yellow legs. 


<e » 
»/ 


sexes. Semiprecocial young may wander from nest but stay close 
to parents. First flight at 49-56 days. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common; has increased in number since 
1930s. Range expanding 
southward along Atlantic Coast. 
Fairly common on the eastern 
Great Lakes but rare on the 
western ones; casual inland in 
the East in winter; accidental to 


Flight Pattern 


t 4 
> 
> 


Heavy powerful direct flight with slow 


eagle casual elsewhere. 
deep wing beats. Soars on thermals or 


deflected updrafts. 


Nest Identification 


Made of grasses, seaweed, moss, feathers, debris, and sticks ® on ground atop 


small pile of grasses or seaweed, often sheltered in ridges of cliff © built by both 


LOCAatiON ams rg sexes ® 2~3 buff, olive, or brown eggs with brown spots; ovoid, 3.1 inches long 
+ 


P| al . . , H . « i 
| Plumage Sexes similar "| Habitat ren soz Migration \fost do not migrate 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Weight 4 () pounds 
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| | Length 1314 inches | Winéspan 3336 inches | 


Family | ARIDAE 


| SABINE’S GULL 


‘This two-year gull summers near the Arctic coasts of North 


America, but after nesting season it is rarely spotted from shore 


because it spends most of its time at sea. Nesting in the tundra, 


parents are very protective of the nest and will attack 

intruders or use silent distraction methods to lure them dark slate-gray 

away. In flight birds have a striking black, white, and gray partial hood oe 
black bill with 

yellow tip 


wing pattern; black primaries; and a gray mantle 
separated by a wide white triangle on the back of 
the wing. It is the only North American 
black ring separates e— 


gray hood from white 


neck 
black primaries ms 


—_—e with white tips 


blackish brown 
eye with red 
orbital ring 


forked 
white tail 


gull with a distinctly forked tail. Winter adults have a white 


head with dusky gray on the back of the crown and nape. + *3 

@ SONG Short, harsh ternlike cry of c7eecece. \ & 

¢ BEHAVIOR Largely pelagic. Eats insects, fish, crustaceans, a % 

mollusks, and marine worms in breeding season; otherwise, eats JUVENILE betas 
£ 4 } 


mostly fish. Runs along mudflats like a plover searching for 
food. Also feeds by dipping to water’s surface from flight and 
foraging while swimming. 


® BREEDING Monogamous. Small colonies. Often in company @_ BONAPARTE’S GULL | 
 Aaaetn Wine a Black bill; black hood; * 
of Arctic ‘Terns. 


orange legs and feet; 
¢ NESTING Incubation 23-26 days by both sexes. x white outer primaries 
Semiprecocial young. Shortly after hatching, nestlings led to 
water by parents. Young feed themselves. First flight at about 
35 days. 1 brood per year. 


form triangle at wing 
uip; square tail. 


@¢ POPULATION Common on 
breeding grounds. Winters at 
sea mainly in Southern 
Hemisphere. Common migrant 
well off West Coast; casual on 
and off East Coast. Rare to 
casual in migration in interior of 
the West and on Great Lakes. 


fernlike airy flight with continuous wine 


beats, a few glides, and numerous dives 


Also hov CTs: 


Seaweed, grasses, moss, and feathers © on ground atop pile of vegetation near 
water ® may be built by both sexes ¢ 1-3 olive-buff eggs spotted with darker 
| olive-brown and occasionally wreathed; ovate to subelliptical, 1.8 inches long. 


Migration Migratory Weight 7.2 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape a> Location mm pez 
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amilY |, ARIDAR 


BLACK-LEGGED KITTIWAKE 
Named for its call of é//tiwake, this pelagic 
three-year gull nests on high narrow cliffs 
on Arctic and sub-Arctic coasts. Unlike 
most gulls it does not scavenge at garbage 
dumps but spends most of its time at sea 
and drinks only saltwater. Adults have a 


white body, gray mantle and wings, 
pale whitish underwings, a square to 
slightly notched tail, and black legs 
|} and feet. The black tips of the outer 
primaries lack white spotting and 
produce a clean, straight-edged 
dark tip. Winter adults show a 
dark smudge across the nape. 
Juveniles have a black collar 
across the back of the neck, a 
black-tipped tail, and a black 
W stretching from wing tip to 
wing tip across the back. 
e SONG Series of piercing 
kittiwake’s. Also makes quieter 
| ock-ock-ock. 
© BEHAVIOR Pelagic outside 
breeding season. Eats primarily 
small fish but also takes crustaceans, 
mollusks, squid, insects, and refuse 


white tail 
COoveTTS 
and tail 


light gray 


back 


| Length 1617 inche _ | Wingspan 36 inches 


© black-tipped 


outer primaries 


—e light gray wings with 
paler gray flight feathers 


io, 


unmarked JUVENILE 


thin pale 


yellow bill “) 
. WINTER 
white he 
hite head ADULT 


and neck 


SABINE’S GULL 
Winter plumage 
¢ notched white tail; 


wings black from 
“wrist” to up, forming 


i above water before dropping on prey at surface. 
| @ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 
te @ NESTING Incubation 25-32 days by both sexes. 
First flight at 34-58 days. Young return to nest at 
| night after first flight and are fed by both sexes. 
| 1 brood per year. 


black triangle; inner 


from ships. Forages for food while ee 
: primaries and 


swimming and dips while flying to snatch 
items from surface. Often hovers briefly 


secondaries white; black 
half-collar over nape; 
yellow-tipped black bill 
e Pacific Coast range. 


RED LEGGED 
KITTIWAKE 

Bright reddish coral 
legs; shorter broader 
bill; darker upperparts 
¢ Pacific Coast range. 


¢ POPULATION Abundant on breeding grounds. In migration 
and winter common to uncommon on open ocean; usually not seen 
from shore in the East, seen 
uncommonly in the West. 
Casual to accidental 

inland in winter. 

¢ CONSERVATION Large 
nesting colonies vulnerable to 
human disturbance. 


Ayt > Aya 


Buoyant graceful swift flight with rapid 
wing beats and shallow strokes alternating 
with several rapid wing beats and a glide. 


| Mud, seaweed, moss, and sod ¢ on cliff ledge, siue of building, or in cave ® built 
by both sexes with materials brought by male ¢ 1-3 buff to olive or pale blue 


eggs with brown or gray speckles; subelliptical, 2.2 x 1.6 inches. 


Shape 9g Location By — /g\ 


LOCATION 


TIME 
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Family | ARIDAE 


ee 


Length 14-16 inches | “!8sPan 33 inches 


Species Rissa brevirostris 


RED-LEGGED KITTIWAKE 
Breeding in North 
America on the Pribilof 


| Aleutian Island — wepnnd vie! 
é Aleutian Islands, ‘ 
a unmarked @ and neck 
this gregarious Marine @ ye How bill medium gray mantle 


oull feeds during @ and upperwings 
st I] fee Ss laree brown 


the day or night 1. nes 


white trailing 
CALE ON WINGS 


in mixed flocks black-tipped 


and is named outer primaries 
for its call of 
kitt-th-wake. 

Its bright red 
legs, dark gray 
underwings, 
and shorter, 
stubbier bill 


while e— 


separate this underparts 


slightly forked 
white tail 


two-year gull 
from the similar 
Black-legged 
Kictiwake. Winter 
adults have a dark 


smudge on the nape. era 
JUVENILE FIRST 


First-year birds also are os ea 


similar to the Black-legged 
Kittiwake but do not have the dark 


tail up and dark carpal bar. 
BLACK-LEGGED 


¢ SONG Call is high, squeaky 47/-sh-wake. a hari 
¢ BEHAVIOR Pelagic. Eats small fish, squid, mollusks, and . Black legs and feet; 

: : : . : aller brown eyes; 
crustaceans. Dives into water while flying to catch food. Often ee Oe ee 
. sp % ; 2 longer, thinner bill; pale 
follows fishing trawlers for scraps. underwing ® juvenile 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Often seen with other = has black carpal bar and 


aes : : black tail tip. 
kittiwake and alcids. 

NI ROTTING : 2 2 >: 8 SABINE’S GULL 
¢ NESTING Incubation 23-32 days by both sexes. First flight , 

27 , ; a se : ‘ ; JS® Dark gray hood; white 
at about 37 days. Young return to nest after first flight and are NE 3 triangle in back of wing: 
fed for several more days by both sexes. 1 brood per year. deeply notched tail; 
black legs and feet. 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon and somewhat local in Bering 

Sea and adjacent waters. Rare outside breeding colony sites, even 
in winter. Casual along and 
well off Pacific Coast. 

® CONSERVATION Major 
decline since 1970s in Pribilof 
Island population, which ts the 


Cia Flight Pattern 


| Gracetul light buovance flight with rapid 


shallow wing beats. Hovers briefly above 
prey before dipping down to seize it 


breeding site for 95 percent of 


these gulls, due to rats near 
nesting colonies. 


\fud, seaweed, grass, and moss @ on ground near cliffs and on ridges ¢ built by 


| 


both sexes ® 1-3 gray or green to pinkish buff eggs with olive or brown blotches; 


Shape cgp Location cs 
Le 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat san ae | Migration Migratory | Weight 14.1 ounces ‘ 


DATE ————s—sésSTT AC MI” ~ LOCATION 2 


| subelliptical, 2.3 x 1.6 inches. 
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Family LARIDAE (delibabina 32 e | Length 13-14 inches | Wingspan 33 inches 


ROSS’S GULL 


Sometimes called the Rosy Gull because of its pinkish 

underparts. It is rarely seen by most birders as it spends white head 
most of its time confined in the Arctic Circle. ‘Phe only and neck 
known nesting area in North America is near Churchill, 

Manitoba where the species has nested since 1980. In 


| winter plumage the black collar fades away to a bie 
small dark ear spot. In flight look for long collar @ 
pointed wings, darker below than 
above with white trailing edges pale pearl-gray m 


‘ ‘fe small 


and the long wedge-shaped tail. upperparts hack hill 


Juveniles have paler legs and 
feet, a black ear spot, and a black 
tail tip; a combination of dark 
brown outer primaries and carpal 
bar form a W across the 


pinkish-tinged 
wings and mantle. 


underparts 


wedge-shaped 


tail red-orange 


legs and feet 


¢ SONG Sings musical ah-wo, ah-wo and clah, clah, 
clah. \n confrontation utters m7/aw, m1a@. 


| © BEHAVIOR Finds food by wading in water, 
| swimming, or diving to surface while flying. Eats insects, JUVENILE 
’ marine crustaceans, and small fish. A bird of high arctic 
regions, it is almost never seen far below the drift. Often feeds 
. along mudflats in sandpiper or phalarope fashion, walking and 
} picking up food. Defensive at nest; if approached will dive, 
» screech loudly at intruder, and fly toward nest. In flight often trails 
legs below body like a storm-petrel. Has more ternlike flight 
» than most gulls. 
. ¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. In courtship raise tails, STiRecPaGTa 
) call softly, and circle each other on breeding ground. venice seats 
¢ NESTING Incubation 21-22 days by both sexes. winter birds are similar 
Semiprecocial young stay around nest 3 weeks. Both sexes midi biiecas Beilin anabo 
desert nest shortly after nestlings hatch and return only to feed 
young. | brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Rare. Stable. 
Fairly common autumn migrant 
along northern coast of Alaska; 
casual to rare south to northern 
wee ST een NEP US in winter. 
Bre iscats xo comalike nn ae ¢ CONSERVATION Has been 
leisurely buoyant flight. Also hovers. listed as of some concern. 


t) 


pe 


FIRST SECOND 
WINTER WINTER 


7 
}? 
| 
| 


| Dry grasses, twigs, moss, and leaves # on small pile of grass or tussock near or in 
water ® built by both sexes ¢ 3 brownish or greenish eggs spotted with brown; 
Shape <> a Location gey pa ovate to subelliptical, 1.8 inches long. 
MADAA PPADA 


Habitat i Nem eae Migration Migratory Weight 6.7 ounces 


TIME LOCATION 
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DATE TIME LOCATION 


Family LARIDAE | Length 15-17 inches Wingspan 37 inches 


IVORY GULL 


‘This pigeon-sized pure white two-year gull blends 
with the ice and snow surrounding its breeding 
grounds near the arctic seas. One of the hardiest 


black eyes 


gulls in the world, it is almost never found far 
from snow and ice and rarely winters farther 
south than drifting ice and pack tce. 
Juveniles are white with dark smudges 

on the face, brownish to black 


speckles on the back and wings, hold white 

black tips on the primaries and overall @ : yellow-tipped 
a dark tail band. ‘Vhe all- \ ae 3 dark bill 
white adult plumage ts a Te tegen 


not acquired until its 
second year. 


black legs 


© SONG Piercing éeeer or shrill ; 
and feet 


kri-krii, resembling the call of a tern. 
e BEHAVIOR Active scavenger. Eats refuse, carrion, dung of 
large mammals, mollusks, crustaceans, insects, and lemmings. 

Patters feet on water like a storm-petrel. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 24—26 days by both sexes. : 
Semiprecocial young stay in and around nest about 35 days. Fed All-white plumage is distinctive. 

by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 


JUVENILE SECOND 
WINTER 


® POPULATION Circumpolar. Uncommon on breeding grounds 
and in arctic seas wintering 
areas and northern and western 
Alaska. Casual along Atlantic 
Coast to New York. Accidental 
on the the Great Lakes and in 
the interior to Tennessee. In 
the west accidental to rare south 


Buoyant light graceful flight for a long 


broad-winged heavy-bodied gull. Often i 
flies with feet trailing and dangling below. of Alaska. 


both sexes ® 1-3 ocherish white eggs blotched with dark olive, brown, or 
black: subelliptical, 2.4 x 1.7 inches. 


Shape pQ cg Location B, wis 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat aan ~wa ae 


Migration Migratory Weight 1.4 pounds 
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Family | ARIDAE SP cles Sterna nilotice Length 13-14 inches | Winéspan 33.34 inches 


GULL-BILLED TERN 


| “The whitest of the North American tern species was almost 
exterminated in the early 1900s due to the demand for their 
eggs as a delicacy and their feathers to adorn women’s hats. 
Gull-billed ‘Terns are common summer 
residents in California and along the 
Atlantic Coast. Some remain on 

the Gulf Coast during winter 

months. In summer 
adults have a black 
cap that 
extends below 
the eyes and 


black crown 
and nape 


pale gray 
upperparts 


stout black bill 


© while 


underparts 

down the nape 

and pale gray broad wings with 

upperparts that are darker tips » stocky body — 

darker at the wing long black legs e- = 

es distance it and feet mY 

ips. Ata distance 1 cree : JUVENILE 
_| appears white with rather } " air ee >>, 

° j t. = 

broad, rounded wings, a ‘ 4 Ge 

heavy body, and a moderately fi. | — 

forked tail. In winter the head is a ot WINTER 

white with faint dusky streaking on ” 


PLUMAGE 
the nape. Juveniles have dusky streaking 

on the pale upperparts and a brownish bill. 
¢ SONG Raspy sharp ge-reé or dry raspy 4ay-tth-DID or kay-DID. a@e— SANDWICH TERN 


Young give faint high-pitched peep peep call. wae 20s eee 
gs gn-} peep peep ae ~—-yellow tip; deeper fork in 


¢ BEHAVIOR Flies over farm fields or marshes to catch tail; longer, more slender, 
insects, its main diet. Over water sometimes swoops to surface more pointed wings with 
to catch small prey. Also eats earthworms, frogs, and crustaceans. es 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial and/or solitary. Pairs 
sometimes nest at edge of other tern species’ colonies. 


more slender body. 


FORSTER’S ‘TERN 
White underparts; pale 


te ® NESTING Incubation 22-23 days by both sexes. gray upperparts; more 
: al : lender body; slender, 
-» Semiprecocial young may leave nest a few days after hatching ae ere meng 
* and hide in dense plant cover. Fed by both sexes. First flight at deeply forked tail; 
28-35 days. Young may remain with parents for 90 days or more mostly orange bill, legs, 


and feet. 


and migrate with them. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common but local. Less common on 
Atlantic Coast. Casual to 

sht Pattern accidental in interior except in 

Salton Sea. 

®e CONSERVATION Species 

has never recovered from near 

extermination in early 1900s. 


Direct flight with easy, graceful shallow 
wing beats. 


On open ground; often concealed in detritus among shells ¢ lined with plant 
material and debris; rimmed with sand, shells, sticks, and grass @ built by both 
sexes ® 14 pink-buff to yellowish eggs lightly spotted with dark brown; oval and 


Shape -e¢ = LOCatiOn sums xis EEE 1S 


well-rounded at small end, 1.9 x 1.3 inches. 


enege Sexes similar | | Habitat , reese Migration Migratory Weight 8 2 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


- 
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Family | ARIDAE | Species Srerma caspic | Leneth 19-23 inches | Winéspan 50_55 inches 


CASPIAN TERN 


[he largest and least sociable tern is black cap covers head 
easily distinguished by its large from bill to nape and pale gray 


extends below eye _-® upperparts 


ag 


size, stout red-orange bill, and 
tail forked to a quarter of its 
length. In flight the 
underside of the outer 
primaries are dark. 
Caspian ‘Terns are 


large thick red- 


known for their orange bill often 

predatory feeding with black tip 

habits, sometimes el . 
stealing catches from peal white forked tail 
other seabirds and . underparts black lees 

eating eggs and young and feet 
of other terns and gulls. 

Many Caspian ‘Terns migrate dusky to dark “"e : 

to coastal regions during winter gray underside of a 
months, moving as far south as iii WINTER | 
the West Indies and the northern PLUMAGE | 


regions of South America. Some 
remain in coastal locales year-round. 
Juveniles and winter adults have a 
streaked dusky-and-white cap that 
extends below the eye. 

¢ SONG Call is harsh deep faark and 
ka-arr. Young whistle a distinctive whee-you. 


ROYAL ‘TERN 

Smaller; longer more 
deeply forked tail; lacks 
blackish wedge on 
underwing tips; mostly 
white forehead and 
anterior crown except 


¢ BEHAVIOR This common coastal inhabitant also visits early in breeding season, 
inland wetlands in summer. Gull-like, it often feeds on water when entire crown is 
. . . . ~ ~ . ack; k *k “rest € 

surfaces but sometimes dives into water for small fish, its Pia eran Staion 

5 , , : : , ; ; nape; less stout orange 
principal food. When patrolling flies with bill pointed down. bill without black tip. 
Often hovers before plunge diving into water for prey. 

pens = ‘i a P y ELEGANT ‘TERN 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Rarely solitary. Smaller; long thin red- 
¢ NESTING Incubation 20-28 days by both sexes. Sraree nt aeoee 
, . . Don, iia : black tip; black crest; 
Semiprecocial young may leave nest for nearby shore a few days white underparts with 
after hatching. First flight at 28-35 days. Young may remain pinkish tinge ® western 


range. 


with parents up to 8 months. | brood per year. 

@ POPULATION Stable range; some populations increasing. 
Small colonies scattered over 
breeding range. 

@ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to disturbance of 
coastal nesting colonies and 


7 rabitat loss saches ¢ 
Strong swift graceful flight. Bulk makes tt habitat loss on beaches and 


appear gull-like. Sometimes hovers briefly inland wetlands. 


over prey before dipping down to seize it. 


ce 


a) fo pee bee a ; : ; ‘ . 
7 "st Hdentification Lined with seaweed, moss, grass, and occasional debris © sometimes concealed 
: ace 7 S 
——— ==> SSS = a — ee 


among shells, driftwood, and rubbish ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 1-3, sometimes 4-5, 
pinkish buff eggs with brown markings; ovate, elliptical ovate, or subelliptical, 


Shape -g¢- LOCAtION gaummm xiii 


2.5 x 1.8 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat pee Nex ue 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Weight 1.4 pounds 


Migration Migratory 
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=a eas a =e | 7 
Family LARIDAE pect Sterna maxim | Length 18—21 inches Wingspan 42—44 inches 


ROYA | iF a. ERN pumpkin-orange to 


yellow-orange bill 


‘The second-largest tern in 
North America sometimes 
is seen snatching food 
from the Brown 
Pelican’s pouch. 
Briefly in spring and 
early summer adults have 
a shaggy black crown from 

bill to nape; the rest of the 
year the forehead and 
forecrown are white. In 

flight birds show a tail forked 
to about half its length, pale 
underwings to the tips of 
dusky outermost primaries, and 
an orange bill. Juveniles look like 
winter adults but have more faint 
streaking on the upperparts and 
yellowish or orange feet and legs. 


¢ SONG Large repertoire of calls 
includes bleating ee-a/ and melodic 
trilled whistle, ourreee. In nesting 

areas often squawks quak, kak, or kowk. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Plunge dives, from a hover 40-60 feet above 
ocean or inlets, and goes below surface for a catch. Eats mostly 
fish but also takes marine invertebrates, including shrimp and 
squid. When not feeding often loafs on sandbars, beaches, or 
mudflats with other species of terns and gulls. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Often nests in mixed 
colonies with other species of terns. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 20-31 days by both sexes. Young 
semiprecocial; upon leaving nest a few days after hatching, 

{ young often gather in creche, where they recognize parents by 
voice and beg for food. First flight at 28-35 days. May remain 
with parents up to 8 months or longer and migrate with them. 


¢ POPULATION Declining. Has declined in California since 
1950. Fairly common in breeding range; uncommon to rare north of 
it in late summer on Atlantic 
Coast. Fairly common in winter 
in southern California; rare to 
accidental inland from coasts. 

© CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to disturbance on 
nesting beaches by humans and 
wild and domestic predators. 


—e black head and crest 


pale gray mantle 


white body 


black legs 


and feet 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


ELEGANT TERN 


Smaller body; more 

slender reddish orange 
bill that appears 
slightly drooped at tip; 


longer shaggy crest 


extends down nape; 


® western range. 


CASPIAN ‘TERN 
Larger body; black cap 


extends below eyes; 
lacks white forehead; 
thicker bright red bill; 
tail not as deeply 
forked; dark underside 
and pale upperside 


on primaries. 


Direct flight with deep, more rangy, 
continual slow wing beats. Hovers briefly 
before plunge diving for prey. 


Sometimes sparsely lined with debris ® built by both sexes * 1-2, sometimes 


34, whitish buff to brown eggs with reddish brown markings, occasionally 
Location gyz% wreathed; ovate to elliptical ovate, 2.5 inches long. 


TIME LOCATION = = = os 
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Family | ARIDAE 


TN ae a ry T a 

ELEGANT LERN 

"This medium-sized coastal inhabitant can be identified 
by its long, deep red-orange bill, which, unlike 

similar species, lacks a black up. In flight it 


shows a white rump. ‘This native of Mexico black cap covers 
_*® entire top of head 


breeds as far north as southern California 
but moves north along the 


long black 

Test ; 
pale gray mantle deeply forked 
and upperwings white tail 


long, slender red-orange 
Mill that may appear 
slightly drooped at tp 


slender bod y is 
white overall 
Pacific Coast 
to Washington 
and British Mak tek 
Columbia in and feet 
autumn after 
breeding season. It 
winters as far south as Peru 
and Chile. In summer it looks -— ROYAL TERN 


like a slimmer Royal ‘Tern with a more i Larger, thiexer body; 


outer 4-5 
primaries are dark 
white gray above and 


underparts with dark-tipped below 
pinkish tinge 


: ; : a P shorter black crest; 
deeply forked tail. Juveniles are similar to winter —=* 


adults but have more variably mottled upperparts 
and may have orange legs and feet. Ps 
. : ; : ; WINTER different call. 
@ SONG Abrasive screeching seerick and nasal aoe 
. PLUMAGE CASPIAN ‘TERN 
kareck karreek. , 
Larger, heavier body; 
massive red-orange bill 


larger, heavier orange 
bill is less drooped at 


up; longer legs; 


¢ BEHAVIOR Hovers above fish, then dips to surface to catch 
them, or plunge dives for them. Forages close to shore around 
beaches, rocky coasts and islands, coastal bays, and lagoons. 


with black tip; very 
short crest; outer 
5—6 primaries are 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Often nests in mixed grayish black below, 

colonies with other terns. showing a. cant-wing 
— ; : in flight; shorter, less 

¢ NESTING Incubation estimated at 20-30 days by both sexes. deeply forked tail © in 

Semiprecocial young fed by both sexes. First flight estimated at winter has entirely 

28-35 days. 1 brood per year. white-streaked cap. 


© POPULATION Increasing and spreading northward in 
California. Has disappeared 
from some nesting sites in 
western Mexico. 

© CONSERVATION Requires 
high, sandy, undisturbed 
beaches for nesting, so 
intrusions by humans and 
others cause declines. 


Light buoyant direct flight with steady 


wing beats. Hovers above surface and dips 


<| 


= No nest materials ¢ near water ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 2 white to pink-buff eggs 


to pick up food 


with black or dark brown blotches; oval to subelliptical, 2.3 inches long. 


Habitat ran Migration \4 igratory 


DATE _ TIME _ a LOCATION 3 


Shape -~¢- Location 


Pp ad ’ . . 
lumage Sexes similar 


Weight 9 () ounces 
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nly LARIDAE ; Length 13-16 inches _ | Wingspan 3931 inches 


COMMON TERN 


Often called the Mackerel Gull, the Common ‘Tern is 
seen tending areas where large fish, such as mackerel 
and tuna, drive schools of smaller fish to the surface. 
By following the Common ‘Tern, fishermen often 

find the best place to cast their nets. Although 
common throughout their range, today’s 

northeastern populations of this tern are 

lower than previously recorded. Inland 

populations are suspected to be on 

the decline as well. The upperwings black cap 

and mantle are a darker gray than and nape 
most other similar-sized terns; the 
wing tips are dark; and the short 
tail is not as deeply forked. 
Winter adults have white 
foreheads and crowns past the 
eye, and also have dark bills. 

¢ SONG Low piercing drawn- 
out kee-ar-r-r-r. Also rolling /ee- 
ar-r-r-r, and high slightly grating 
kik-kik-kik. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Coastal and 
widespread inland in breeding 
season. Hovering, it spots fish and 
plunges, knifing into water, earning the 
name “striker” on the mid-Atlantic shore. 
Principally eats small fish, generally between 
34 inches, and some crustaceans. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Often 
nests in mixed colonies with other terns. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 21-27 days by both 
sexes. Young leave nest after a few days, but 
remain nearby. First flight at 22-28 days, but may 
remain with parents at least another 2 months. 
Fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. FIRST 

* POPULATION Common on breeding grounds SUMMER 

and in migration on both coasts; rare in winter on 

southern California coast and 
Gulf Coast. 

¢ CONSERVATION Almost 
completely extirpated in early 
1900s by plume hunters for 
Flight is light, buoyant and direct. Hovers fashion markets. I las largely 
when feeding prior to plunge-diving into recovered since full protection 
water for prey. established in 1913. 


dusky-tipped 


wings 


red legs and feet 


white rump and 
Sorked white tail with 
dark outer margins 


pale gray 
underparts 


FORSTER’S TERN 
Similar in size; paler 
under- and upperparts; 
heavier orange, black- 
upped bill; primaries 
often silver-white 


red bill, usually 
black-tipped 


above, producing frosty 
wing-tips; long forked 
tail, gray-edged on 
inner side. 


ARCTIC ‘TERN 
Similar in size; shorter 
neck; darker gray 
under- and upperparts; 
white cheeks; red bill 
without black tip; paler 
Wing-tips. 


Lined with vegetation and debris, including grass, shells, and seaweed # built by 


4 both sexes ¢ 1-3 buff to cinnamon-brown eggs, generally heavily spotted and 
overlaid with shades of dark brown and black; generally wreathed; oval to 


Shape -»¢- LOCATION gummms syiey 
aie dele subelliptical, 1.6 inches long. 


Habitat sa 9. aan Nex Migration Migratory Weight 4.2 ounces 


TIME LOCATION __ incall — ak 


’ Sexes similar 
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Family |) ARIDAE 


ARCTIC TERN 


Distinguishable from similar 

terns by its short red bill, 

neck and legs, the Arctic ‘Tern 
sometimes appears to huddle 

on the ground. It is perhaps the 
champion long-distance migrant 

of the world, nesting in the Arctic 
and wintering in Antarctica during 
their summer, traveling an annual 
distance of more than 25,000 miles. 
In flight, note the translucent 
flight feathers with a narrow 
trailing black border on 

the primaries; gray 
underparts; and deeply 
forked tail. Winter 

adults have white 

foreheads and crowns to | 
the back of the eye, and 

dark bills and feet. 

Juveniles have white 
foreheads, and silvery white 
secondaries and outer coverts. 
¢ ISONG Calls include a throaty 
tr-tee-ar and a shrieking kee-kee, 
similar to Common ‘Tern, but higher and harsher, with emphasis 
on second or third note. Alarm call sounds like a brief 4ee-kahr. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Often observed hovering 30-40 feet above water 
while searching for prey. Plunge dives to catch fish. Eats small 
fish and marine invertebrates, including small crustaceans. Very 
defensive at nest, often flying out and striking intruder while 


medium gray 
upperparts, mantle, 
and wings 


JUVENILE 


black cap 
and nape — FIRST 
white rump and SUMMER 
deeply forked tail 
with gray outer 
margins 


white 
c hee °RS 


somewhat 
short, deep 
red bill 


pale gray 
underparts 


FORSTER’S ‘TERN 
Similar in size; longer, 
orange, black-tipped 
bill and orange legs and 
feet; white underparts; 
frosty wing-tips; forked 
white tail with dusky 
inner margins; rarely 
seen well offshore. 


short red legs 
and small feet 


COMMON ‘TERN 


DATE 


continuously vocalizing. Often follows fishing vessels. 


@ BREEDING Monogamous. Pairs or colonial. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 20-24 days by both sexes. 
Semiprecocial young leave nest 1-3 days after hatching to hide 
nearby. First flight at 21-28 days. Young remain with parents 
additional 30 to 60 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 


Buoyant graceful flight with nearly 
constant wing beats. Hovers above prey 


before plunge diving or dipping to surface. 


® POPULATION Common to 
fairly common on breeding 
grounds. Casual to uncommon 
well offshore during migration. 
Steadily declining on southern 
end of breeding range along 
Atlantic Coast. 


Slightly stockier; flatter 
crown; longer neck and 
long red, black-tipped 
bill; shorter notched 
tail; dusky gray wing- 
tips above and below. 


_} Vegetation lined with debris, occasionally grass and shells ¢ built by both sexes 


* |~3 buff to pale olive eggs, blotched with black and brown markings; oval to 


Shape se LOCATION mee sis KEE 


TIME 


subelliptical, 1.6 inches long. 


Migration \ 4; gratory 


LOCATION 


Weight 3.8 ounces 
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| Length 14-15 inches | Winéspan 30 31 inches 


FORSTER’S TERN pf 


Frequenting inland marshes as well as the black cap 
coast, this widespread tern feeds and and nape © 
flocks with other terns. It can be 
distingushed by its long tail and 


milY LARIDAE 


awd 


orange-red bill. In flight note the pale gray Sg oP bill 
e = . 0 fe wh -f 
pale frosty wing tips, white upperparts with dark tip 


rump, and deeply forked 


snowy white 
underparts 


-e orange-red legs 
and feet 


long deeply forked 
gray tail with white- 
trimmed outer margins 


gray tail with ReTD 
h; rene ng eae ey COMMON ‘TERN 

white outer margins. Winter plumage shows du Shorer less and bill: 
yellow feet, a dark bill, and a white head with a y dark wing tips; white 
black patch through the eye and ear. Juveniles are tail with dark non ) 
oe z is ° arg ew =I 2 : 
like winter adults but have a shorter tail, a ginger etna a nga a 
| : and juveniles have 
crown, and darker upperwings. 


white forehead and 


»@ SONG Throaty nasal £/-ar7, za-a-ap, oF xrUurrr, JUVENILE forecrown; dark 
frre : ; : : . : ° shoulder; dark eye 
with nighthawklike quality. Also gives piercing patch iiinedtaapes 
kit, kit, kit Cry. higher-pitched call. 
-@ BEHAVIOR Catches insects in flight. Eats BF ARCTIC TERN 


Shorter red bill without 
dark tip; shorter legs; 
gray underparts; gray 


_ dragonflies and other insects. Hovers above water, 
, then plunge dives for small fish. Dips to water’s 


_ surface to catch floating insects, keeping its WINTER bcanittteaial while: eaneeeed 
“feathers dry. PLUMAGE with white face; white 
»® BREEDING Monogamous. Loose colonies. oe at “ 

; e NESTING Incubation 23-25 days by both sexes. underwing with black 
-Semiprecocial young leave nest after a few days but tended by trailing margins. 


both sexes until able to fly. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Common. 
Declining in some areas 
because of loss of marshlands. 
®¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to habitat loss to 
agriculture and development in 
draining of wetlands. 


Shallow slow graceful strong flight with 
body moving up and down. Hovers over 
water prior to diving for prey. 


Atop floating dried reeds and lined with grass and reeds; in mud or sand and 
| lined with bits of shells and grass; sometimes uses o!d grebe nests or muskrat 
houses ® built by both sexes ¢ 1-4 olive or buff eggs with brown or olive 


Shape Me $4. -28 Abandoned nests 
Location HAA PR tex 


MAE? Sexes similar | Habitat ye i ces Nem =| Migration Migratory Weight 5.6 ounces 


ATE TIME LOCATION 


splotches and sometimes marked with dark brown lines; oval to short elliptical, 
1.7 inches long. 
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Family | ARIDAE 


x Vr ~\ 
LEAST TERN 
‘The smallest North American tern has a graceful 
airy flight. Like other terns, it is very protective of 
its nest and will divebomb intruders, screeching 


black cap 


and nape 


and releasing droppings. ‘he female ts similar to 
the male but smaller. ‘he small size; yellow- 
orange bill, legs, and feet; black lores, crown, 
and nape; and white forehead distinguish this 
species. Winter adults show a dark bill and 
dusky-streaked whitish crown. Juveniles are 
similar to winter adults but have darker 

outer wings and a dusky carpal bar on the 


i . black 


lores 


leading edge of 


parents gray upperparts. e—— ghee 
the inner wings. yellow bill 
with dark tip 


white underparts 


deeply forked tail 


orange-yellow legs 


black wedge on 
outer primaries 
, Ste ae as zm at 
e SONG Piercing £/p, kip, a 2 BS 
kip or rapid repeated k7d-ik, kid- ime eS ‘* 
ik. Also makes a grating %7~e-¢-¢-¢p. ae 
JUVENILE FIRST H 
© BE / Catches food in bill in fli / swoopi ; . 
EHAVIOR Catches food in bill in flight by swooping down SUMMER 
to surface or by diving. After catching prey often swallows it ‘a 
while flying or brings it to nest. Eats small fish, crustaceans, and 
sand cels. Hovers prior to plunge diving. ' 


_ 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Occasionally solitary. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 20-25 days by both sexes (female juncenles have Oak 


OR ae Ketch nn : ; : : bill; dusky crown and f | 
egins incubation, male finishes it). Semiprecocial young leave Gag patch Carkes : 
nest a few days after hatching, hide nearby, and are fed and a mantle; darker legs 
tended by both sexes for 60-90 days after first flight. First flight and feet; larger; tail 
at 19-20 days. 1-2 broods per year. docidhaats ic Rana 
® POPULATION Fairly common but local in the East and on the 
_ Gulf Coast. Some decline in 
ip ¥ | interior, Mississippi Valley, and 
Flight Pattern ms! SSID PE Vanes 
—— on southern California coast. 
© CONSERVATION Some | 


populations considered 
endangered due to human 
disturbance of nesting areas. 


Buoyant, graceful, fast, smooth flight with 


rapid airy wing beats; more rapid wing 


beats than any other tern in range. Hovers 


bricfly before dipping down to seize prey. 


Sometimes lined with pebbles, grass, and debris © on ground in sand or 
sometimes on roof ¢ built by female ¢ 1-3 buff to pale green eggs with black, 
gray, or brown markings; oval or subelliptical, 1 x 1.4 inches. 


Weight 1.5 ounces 


a 
le | 
1a | 
wn | 
el 
— 
=. | 
| 
| 

jak 
ra} 
& 
ef 
f 


Migration Migratory 


> 


TIME LOCATION 
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| Length 1315 inches | Wingspan 29_32 inches 


ALEUTIAN TERN = 


First discovered in 1868 on Kodiak Island, this tern was not spotted 
on the Aleutian Islands until 1962, despite its name. ‘The Aleutian 
‘Tern often flocks with Arctic ‘Terns and sometimes can be seen 
off the coast of British Columbia in spring. Its mantle and 
upperwings are darker lead-gray than other terns of the 
region and contrast with the white underparts, short 
tail, and rump. It has a black crown, nape, and 
lores and a white forehead; the trailing edges of 
the secondaries produce a dark gray bar 
bordered with white. Juveniles have 

brown upperparts with buff feather 

edging and a reddish bill, legs, and black cap 


white trim on 
inner edge of outer 
primaries produces 
window effect 


feet. Winter adults show white and eyeline —_——e dark subterminal 

streaking on the crown. whit bar on secondary 
ae white light feathers 

¢ SONG Whistles drawn- forehead ght fs 


out /wee-ce-ee. Also calls chif- 
chif-chu-ak and gives 

hoarse un-ternlike /¢e-a7- 
r-r that sounds more like —p/ack bil 
a shorebird’s call. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Eats 
crustaceans, small fish, 

and insects. Usually 

hovers while flying and 

dips to water to pick up 
food. Often nests in colonies 
with Arctic Tern. Very 
defensive in colonies, often 
aggressively attacking intruders. 
Follows fishing trawlers. Little 
known about behavior on 

£ wintering grounds. 


_—® gray underparts 


~—~e forked white 
tail 


blackish legs 


and feet 


white throat 
and chin 


> 


thin white terminal 


bar on secondary | Cincher Ried 
Slight feathers Gta ee 


ARCTIC ‘TERN 
Black forehead and 
crown extend onto 


pale underwing 


¢ BREEDING nape; red bill, legs, and 
) F es feet; pale underwing; 
, Un } > | 2 
» Monogamous. Colonial. lacks dark bar on 

¢ NESTING Incubation 22-23 days secondary tips; pale 


gray upperparts. 


_ by both sexes. Young semiprecocial; first 

flight at about 25-31 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Uncommon 
to locally common on breeding 
grounds in summer. Casual in 
spring migration off British 
Columbia coast. 

® CONSERVATION Nests 
sometimes disturbed by 
predators and humans. 


Strong direct flight with graceful deep 
wing beats often high above water. Often 
hovers before dipping to water for food. 


Lined with plant matter, including moss and matted grasses @ on ground near 
water ® built by both sexes @ 1—3 olive to buff eggs with heavy dark brown 
markings; ovate to elongate ovate, 1.7 x 1.2 inches. 


Shape —> Location gee gescg 


‘Habitat an aan Migration Migratory Weight 4.2 ounces 


TIME LOCATION 
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Perera Ty. i ; i j 
| Family | ARIDAE | Species CA/idonias niger 


BLACK TERN 


Length 9_1() inches Wingspan 2()_24 inches 


A black-bodied tern that prefers to breed and nest in 
the inland marshes of the North American prairie 


country but winters at sea. It is distinguishable by 
its overall black breeding plumage, gray upperparts, 
and dark red legs and feet. Its head and underparts 


turn white in winter and produce a strange-looking 
pied bird in late summer as winter molt 
begins. Winter adults have a black crown 


with an attached ear patch, a white black head 
@ and neck 


broad wings e— 
short notched 
dark gray 

_® fail 


collar, and a dusky black side 
bar. Juveniles are similar 

to winter adults 
with brownish 
mottling on 

the back and a 
dark carpal bar. 
¢ SONG 
Drawn-out 
squeaky ka-sheek 
and abrasive &7k- 
kik-kik, 

¢ BEHAVIOR 
In summer 
prefers inland 


“Ng uniformly pale 


gray underwings 


black bill 


dark gray 
upperwings 


lak 1 fr ; black 

akes and freshwater underparts aa 
marshes. Hovers to spot = 
insects. Catches insects in air or a 
swoops down to water or ground to pick up with bill. JUVENILE WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


Plunge dives on occasion. Eats mostly large flying insects but 
also takes spiders, small fish, crayfish, and small mollusks. 
Kollows people tilling soil and feeds on disturbed insects. Se en eta PE 
7 WHITE-WINGED ‘TERN 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Dark red bill; black body 


¢ NESTING Incubation 17—22 days by both sexes. ons nae 

& cartinrecuiall <i | A aa +. ¢ white upperwings and 
ocmMIprecocia youn marie nest after 2—3 days but remain in underwing flight feathers; 
nearby grasses. First flight at 19-25 days, but may be fed by white rump; slightly 
both sexes for up to 2 additional weeks. 1 brood per year in notched white tail. 


most regions; 2 broods per year in the South. 
@ POPULATION Common to 

Flight Pattern fairly common in the East; 
common in middle and western 
parts of range; uncommon to 

| rare on the West Coast. 
Buoyant direc t flight with deep rapid wing ° Ce INSERVATION Has 
Beuts. Movers for tascets. Uneven Toranine declined inland and on the East 
flight with much stopping and starting. | Coast from wetlands drainage. 


Dried reeds, stalks, and grasses ¢ on floating dried vegetation ® built by both 
sexes © 2-4 light buff to olive eggs with black, brown, and greenish buff 
blotches, usually wreathed; oval to long oval, 1.7 x 1.2 inches. 


Habitat ss ue No [ Migration Migratory | Migratory Weight 2.3 ounces | 


DATE __ TIME «LOCATION — 


Plumage Sexes similar 


oe 
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Family | ARIDAE j Ryn niger ; | Length 18-19 inches | Wingspan 42_59 inches 


~ BLACK SKIMMER 
This crow-sized bird’s 

_ Spanish name, rayador, is 
derived from the word 

rayar, for its habit of 

making lines in the 

ground by skimming sand 
around the nest with its 

long bill. The Black 

Skimmer is the largest of the 
world’s three species and, 

like them, has unique 
compressed, knifelike 
mandibles, with the lower one 
one-third longer than the upper 
one. ‘This long-winged bird has 
black upperparts, white 


long pointed wings with 


ae white trailing edge 


black 
P- CTO@N 
A 


short forked white tail 
with black central tail 


underparts, a black rump Anshan 
and a slightly notched = 

tail. Winter adults have forehead 

a white collar. = 

Juveniles are similar to bricht red bill : 

winter adults but they with Bk tip ‘e short red feet 


have mottled brown CGH SORES ead laa 


upperparts. Nestlings are 
camouflaged by their buff 


coloring, which blends with the seashore. ‘The lower and upper ee 


mandibles are similar in length until young are almost fully grown. 7 


long lower mandible 


¢ SONG Low throaty bark of sak-kak-kak, kuk-kuk-kuk, or yap-yap-yap. Pairs 


‘ ; JUVENILE 
sometimes sing together, sow-kow or keow-keow. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Crepuscular and partially nocturnal. Often begins foraging in late evening when 
waters are calmer and prey rises to surface. Flies low and skims water with lower mandible to 
locate prey by touch, which snaps the bill shut. Grasps small fish and crustaceans with upper 
“mandible, tilts head, and swallows while still flying. Spends much of day loafing on beaches. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Small colonies. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 21-23 days by both sexes. Semiprecocial young remain in nest area 
~ 23-25 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common in coastal areas. Casual to accidental 
inland; birds are often driven 
there by storms. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to disturbance of 
nesting colonies. Eggs and 
young often trampled by dogs 
or humans, especially runners 


F 


Graceful buoyant direct flight with 
measured wing beats. In perfect 
synchrony flocks wheel, twist, and glide. on beach. 


rp 4 FT LF » ry 
PSE Ldentification | 


Shape go Location mm jsisis FZ 


lumage Sexes similar | Habitat ea coe Migration Some migrate | We'8ht 12.3 ounces 


YATE = TIME___ __ LOCATION 


No materials added * on upper beach above high tidemark ® built by both sexes 


¢ 4-5 bluish white or pinkish white eggs with brown, lilac, and gray blotches; 


round ovate to elongated ovate, 1.3 inches long. 


if 


SOF NORTH AMERICA 


ee 


amily ALCIDAI | Species Alle alle | Length 8.5 inches | wingspan 13 inches 


1 he vallest Atlantic aleid, this little auk, with its chubby 

DOG and proportional! large neaqd, I y | and breeds 

ibove the Arctic Circle but winters off the northern 

, ; 9 black head 
\Cl C1 CL.O"d0S A\lchoug Cis a food source TO! NOovl neck @ 

irctic foxes, evrfalcons, some gulls, and even 

large tish, 10 remains abundant 1n Its 

habitat. It has black upperparts ipperparts @ 


white underparts. a short black 


heht the underwings 


@ stubby 
black bill 


s bla 4 Uppe 7 


breast and throat 


© while on remaining 
underparts 


short blackish gray lees ¢ 


Winter plumage ; a 
: and feet set back on bod) 
shows completely white 


underparts with a white stripe curving up toward the top of the head. 


@ SONG Silent at sea. Various shrill chatters and squeaks in nesting colony. 


© BEHAVIOR Dives for food and flies underwater using its wings. Eats 
small saltwater crustaceans and small freshwater fish. Often found at sea in WINTER 
huge flocks. Disperses widely at sea outside breeding season. PLUMAGE 
© BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 24—28 days by both sexes. 


Semiprecocial young stay in nest 26-31 days. Ked by both sexes. COMMON MURRE 
1 brood per year. Much larger; longer bill; 


longer neck. 


a 

® POPULATION Abundant on breeding grounds, where 

colonies may number in the millions. Winters irregularly offshore to 
North Carolina and rarely to 


| Flight Pattern | Florida. Casual inland after 
— wintc! 


storms. 


¥¥ ' | ® CONSERVATION All auks 
| 
| 


are protected by law, but young 
and eggs are still harvested for 


| food. Vulnerable to oil spills. 


Nothing added ¢ on bare ground hidden in crannies of rocky cliffs ¢ 1 bluish 


ov aaah 9 | te or green egg, usually unmarked; oval to long elliptical, 1.9 inches long. 
Nape fas Locatior 5 ] 


| Dittmadea 5 : * - 
| Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat Re Se WS 


ATH TIME LOCATION __ 
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Length 17.5 inches Wingspan 28_3() inches 


Family AL CIDAE 


“ - 
COMMON MURRE 
brownish head long thin pointed 


‘This large-bodied, crow-sized seabird is and throat ® black bill 
one of the most adept divers in the alcid ! 
family and is capable of diving to depths 
of more than 240 feet. Like all murres 

_ its pear-shaped egg ts adapted to turn 

_ inacircle rather than roll off the 

_ precipitous cliffs where these birds 

| nest. It has dark sooty brown 
upperparts, including the neck 

and head; a long thin black 

bill; and white underparts. Wink id 
Some Atlantic birds have a hrown 
narrow white eye ring and upperparts, 
stripe extending behind eye, 
but most East Coast birds and 
all Pacific Coast birds lack the 
eye adornment. Winter and 
juvenile birds show a white 
throat and cheeks and a black 
postocular stripe. 


e@ while eye ring 


© thin stripe leads 
from eye to cheek 


= © while underparts 


a 


white-trimmed WINTER 


¢ SONG Silent at sea. In trailing edee on ig WINDAG: 

flight makes soft murrrr innerwing sani cil 

sound. On nesting ground re 

makes various low growling ~~. : 
sounds, arrrrrrrrrrhh. & J RON Lae URES 


Shorter, thicker bill 


¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Forms 
large rafts on water. Feeds in flocks, 


arched at tip with 


narrow white line along 


; a ; : a eA ; gape; white of 

) diving and swimming for food. Can stay cls anaes 

: . Fksst ni hs underparts rises to sharp 
| underwater for 60 seconds. Carries fish peak at throat © winter 

; lengthwise in mouth and sticks out tail while flying. Eats mostly birds have darker face 


various fish but also takes marine invertebrates, including SLES eke 


shrimp and squid. Droppings from huge colonies provide 
important fertilizer to food chain of surrounding waters. 


postocular stripe. 


RAZORBILL 


Larger head; deeper 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. a bill; more pointed tail; 
¢ NESTING Incubation 28-33 days by both sexes. PC MIsGher- uppetpatts 


e Atlantic range. 


Semiprecocial young stay in nest 19-21 days, then leave colony 
and accompany adults in water while completing development. Fed 
by both sexes. ‘Typically 1 brood 
per year. 

¢ POPULATION Abundant off 
West and East Coasts. 

®¢ CONSERVATION All alcids 
Strong flight on rapidly whirring wings. protected by law, but sul ; 

Low over water near colonies. High for vulnerable to marine oil spills. 


long distances, often twisting and turning. 


No nest materials ¢ on bare ridge of cliff; sometimes placed against pebbles held 
4 together by droppings to guard egg from rolling off ledge ¢ 1 white, green, blue, 
or brown egg with dark brown spots and blotches; spindle-shaped or clongated 


pyriform, 3.2 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat me ren aoe Migration Nionmigratory | We'8ht 2.2 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION __ — 7 — 
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| Family AL CIDAE Species (p44 lomvia Length 18 inches | Wingspan 2832 inches 


THICK-BILLED MURRE 


short thick black bill with 


| " 1 . . | 
| Although considered one of the most common white line on cutting ede | 
| seabirds in the Northern Hemisphere, the ‘Uhick- of upper mandible e 


billed Murre is threatened by fishing practices 


| . eae 
| and pollution. It is sull much more numerous 
| than its close relatives, the Common Murre and 


Razorbill. Its bill is shorter and broader than 6 Black dead nue wok 


hat of the similar Common Murre, and 
sooty black 


most birds sport a narrow white line upperparts ’ 
e@ white chest rises to a 
point on black throat 


along its gape. In winter, white 
chin and foreneck extends 
onto the face to just under 
the eye. Juveniles are 

similar to winter 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 

: st 
Similar Birds 


wes 
Vl 


adults but have 


COMMON MURRE 
browner upperparts. et ea 
Longer, thinner bill; 


. e lark yellowish 
e SONG Silent at 4.7... 


brown legs and feet lacks white gape line; 
sea. Noisy around 


white of upper breast 


; . ; meets throat in 
breeding colonies. Call sounds 


. inverted U; occasional 
like avr or arra in a deep hoarse voice; white eye ring; brown 
similar to Common Murre but harsher and lower. upperparts * in winter 
. ‘ ‘ : F : ; shows more white on 

© BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Forms large rafts on water. Stands 


_ face and dark 
upright on rocks like a penguin. Forages while swimming, 


postocular line. 


sometimes diving as deep as 200 feet and using wings to “fly” 


RAZORBILL 
underwater. Eats fish, crustaceans, marine worms, and squid. ‘Thicker, arching bill 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 28-35 days by both sexes. 


Semiprecocial young stay in nest 16-30 days; leave colony when 


with vertical white line 


across it near tip; 
longer tail © darker 
face In winter 
e Atlantic range. 


about a third grown, and remain with parents. Fed by both 
sexes. | brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common to 


Flight Pattern abundant on breeding grounds. 
Casual, widely dispersed, off 


coasts rest of year. Declining. 
® CONSERVATION Affected 
by oil spills, marine pollution, 


Aa le ee teats | 


Strong rapid flight low over water on short . 
whirring wings, often with much twisting and entanglement or drow ning 


and turning of body. Groups fly in lines in commercial fishing nets. 


5 


Nest Identification 


No nest material ® 1 whitish, tan, blue, or green egg with brown and black 


=e ar 
markings; spindle-shaped or elongated pyriform, 3.2 inches long. 


Migration Nonmigratory 


DATE TIME __ : a LOCATION ss 


Location % 
Ay 


Shape 


de 


aes 
| 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat aaa swe Weight 2.1 pounds 


BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA e 319 


Family ALCIDAE Spectes Cupphus grylle Length 12-14 inches | Winespan 23 inches 


ip i Sera 
Plumage Sexes similar / 


BLACK GUILLEMOT 


A shoreline inhabitant, the Black Guillemot is usually 
observed closer to shore than most other alcids, 
especially in the North Atlantic. While its population 


is widely dispersed, it is not as gregarious as other 
birds in its family. Black Guillemots sometimes can 
be spotted coaxing their young to fly off cliffs, 
dangling prey just beyond reach for encouragement. 
In flight note the large white wing patch, white 
axillaries, and white underwing linings. ‘The 

inside of this bird’s mouth ts bright coral 

orange. Winter adults and juveniles are 

white with mottled black upperparts. 

¢ SONG Weak, high-pitched 
whistle of pecee. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Not 
gregarious but may occur in 
small flocks; usually in 

pairs or alone. Eats rock 

eels, small fish, mollusks, 
crustaceans, insects, 
marine worms, and 
some vegetation. 

Often surface dives 
30-100 feet 

underwater to forage 
for food under loose 
stones while 

swimming with wings. 
In flight flashes white 
patches and dangles red 
feet behind tail. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Semicolonial to 
colonial (colonies of only a few pairs). 


@ black bill 


© black plumau 


large white 
shoulder patch @ 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


PIGEON GUILLEMO'1 


: Dusky wing linings and 
¢ NESTING Incubation 23-39 days by both sexes. ie. axillaries; black bar on 


Semiprecocial young stay in nest 35 days. Fed by both sexes. ; white shoulder patch. 
1 brood per year ; , e Pacific Coast range. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common on breeding grounds; disperses 
after breeding. 
Flight Pattern 


® CONSERVATION 


Introduction of predators to 
Direct flight with rapid wing beats low 


nesting areas poses danger, 
but birds still numerous, 
Geographically dispersed 
nesting areas help offset the 
threat. Vulnerable to oil spills. 


Over water. 


a Nest Identification 


Shape 3 Location 9% m= 
LY -2 zB, 


Made of debris and small stones ¢ often near driftwood @ built by both sexes 


e |—2 white eggs, sometimes tinted with bluish yreen, with black, brown, 


and gray markings; long elliptical to pyriform, 2.3 inches long 


Migration Mose do not migrate _ | We#ht 14.3 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Habitat aaa ae 


~~ 
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BE 


| Species Cepphus columba | Length 13 14 inches | Wingspan 23 inches 


| Family AT CIDAI 


PIGEON GUILLEMOT 


[his western species, like other ilcids, 
“flies” underwater as it searches for food 
swimming with its wings. During breedins 


season flocks of these birds participate tn « 
complicated water dance, gathering in lines 
above the water, then diving under the 
surface and playing tag with one 
another. Uhis coastal species often 
! ae 
can be spotted from shore. Look 
for the large white wing patch | 
. | black bill ¢ 
bisected by a black bar or 
wedge. In flight the © black plumage 
axillars and underwings 


are dusky gray. Wintet 
@ laree white wing 
patch bisected by 
black bar 


adults are white with 
black mottling on the 
upperparts, hindneck, 
and crown. Juveniles 
| are similar to winte! —, 


idulcts but duskier. 


© SONG Usually 


silent at sea. 


om 
WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


Nesting birds give 
weak hissing 


whistle peceeee. 


¢ BEHAVIOR 
Semigregarious. 


Occurs alone or in ——e reddish 


pairs or small groups. INE ts gn 
Bie hang Been = wg aoe 


Dives underwater to feed on 

small fish at bottom. Also eats 

| mollusks, crustaceans, and marine worms. 
© BREEDING Monogamous. Small colonies or individual. 
@ NESTING Incubation 29-32 days by both sexes. 


Semiprecocial young stay in nest 29-39 days. Fed by both sexes. | lining; solid white 
wing patch. 


BLACK GUILLEMOT 
White underwing 


1 brood per year. L. 


| @ POPULATION Fairly common along northern Pacific Coast from 


Alaska to southern California. 


Flight Pattern : | Winter distribution poorly 


known. 
| mf © ® CONSERVATION Declining 


because of pollution, oil spills, 


and warming climatic trends. 


, | 
often in wide circl wings beatin pid | 


: : eee | 
Nest Identification | \lade of rock chips, pebbles, and debris © on bare rock, in deserted holes of 

} puffins and rabbits, under railroad ties, or on buildings and wharves ¢ built by 

Shape se Pe Location ~ 3 _—— ; oe le vell soo ith er; | 

ace a le ( es ® 1-2 off-white, pale bluish, or very pale yellow eggs with gray anc 


Pa ry | vn blotches; conical to pyriform, rounder toward end, 2.4 inches long. 
| ee — re | | 
Plumage « A0e * 
uMAave Sexes similar | Habitat san ren ae 
| ss = = - 


DATE TIME : : LOCATION 


Migration Nonmigratory | “@'8ht 1.1 pounds 


Family ALCIDAE le 


rea 
L mage Sexes similar 


BIRDS OF 


LONG-BILLED MURRELET 
A close Asiatic relative 
of the Marbled 
Murrelet, the 
Long-billed was fyyg sraight 
only recently black bill 
determined to 
be a separate 
species; It 1s 
larger, has a 
longer wingspan, 
longer bill, and 
some small plumage 
differences. Like 
other alcids, it is an 
adept diver and ts able 

» “fly” underwater by 
using its wings as propelling 
oars. Winter plumage shows white 
underparts, unbroken grayish black upperparts with 
a black cap extending below the eyes, a blackish nape with a 
pair of small paler oval patches, and whitish underwing median 
primary coverts. Juveniles are similar to winter adults. 


whitish chin 
and throat 


lighter brown 
underparts with 
brown barring 


@ SONG Repeated call of meer, meer in flight and on water. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious most of the year. Pairs in breeding 
season. Oceanic. Nomadic. Most numerous on coastal waters 
and bays. Dives underwater from surface to find food. Eats fish 
and crustaceans. Nests far from water in coniferous forests in 
masses of lichen on tree branches. Winters on open seas near 
breeding grounds. Swims well. Runs to take off from water’s 
surface, flying low on whirring wings. Flies high when going 
between nesting and foraging sites. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Little known 
about the breeding biology of this species. 


¢ NESTING Incubation estimated at 27-30 days by both sexes. 
Young semiprecocial; stay in nest estimated 27 days, fed by both 


sexes. | brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Rare to casual throughout North America, 


© CONSERVATION 
habitat due to logging 


and other pollution of the 
Strong fast direct flight, often close to the marine environment. 


water, on rapidly whirring wings. 


dark brown upperparts with 
darker brown barring 


yaa 
WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


especially in fall and winter. 
Vulnerable to loss of nesting 


operations as well as oil spills 
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x | Length 11.5 inches Wingspan 18 inches 


MARBLED MURRELEI 
Breeding plumage 
shows tawny cinnamon 
underparts mottled and 
barred blackish; brown, 
white, and sandy buff- 
marbled underparts; 
dark gray underwings 

* winter plumage shows 
blackish partial breast 
band; black cap 
extending below eyes 
onto cheeks; white half- 
collar extending up to 
sides of nape ® western 
range. 


KIPPLITZ’s 
MURRELE1I 

Shorter bill © breeding 
plumage shows more 
marbled buffy speckling 
on upperparts; white 
outer tail feathers; 
whiter underparts 

® winter plumage shows 
whiter face with white 
extending above eyes 
to sides of crown 


® western range. 


Moss and lichen @ far from ocean, on branch of coniferous tree, up to 


Shape =. 


Location gy. 


LOCATION 


dark spots; subelliptical, 2.4 x 1.5 inches. 


Habitat aan \an OP 9.9 Migration Nionmigratory | Weléht Undetermined 


| DATE TIME 


23 feet above ground ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 1 bluish green egg, with 
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AF ET 


| Family At CIDAE 
| 


Wingspan 16 inches 


Length 1() inches 


SPECIES Brachyramphus marmoratus 


| MARBLED MURRELET 


Its marbled camouflage protects this bird from predators 


during the breeding season. Generally these birds nest 
in the open on the tundra, but farther south they nest in 


trees. When threatened this murrelet will fly rather 
than dive to escape, skittering rapidly just above the 
water. Note the heavy barring and mottling 


dark rufous-brown 
uUppe Tparts @ 

NK 
—_—_e chunky short 


9 dark tail neck 


——_— heavily barred and 
mottled underparts 


Similar Birds . 
KITV TLITZ’S 
7 MURRELE 


Shorter bill; white outer 


overall, the slightly decurved long dark bill, 
slightly capped appearance, and dark tail. It has SA 


; . : } 
creamy pink legs and feet with black webbing. In > 


tail feathers; white 


winter it has dark gray upperparts, white ee above eyes ® in 

underparts from the eyes down, and a white line WINTER n breeding season has 
a: ss : ; = , rhite belly @ i inter 

on the scapulars. Juveniles are similar to winter PLUMAGE ee au planae Mkts 


has dusky breast band. 
adults but have mottled underparts. 


® SONG Often vocal. Gives series of loud high notes, 47¢e or 
meer-meer-Meer- Meer. 


LONG-BILLED 
MURRELET 


‘ r ’ : 2 | ~ Inle ar ‘ ale 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious in nonbreeding season. Feeds by Paler throat; small pale 


ae - » ft a, Ta i ; oval patches on sides of 
diving from water’s surface. Beats wings 2—3 times per second 


while underwater to swim as deep below the surface as 100 feet. 


nape; in flight shows 
white median 
underwing primary 


cE coverts ® in breeding 


2 plumage has less rufous 


lkeeds on fish and crustaceans. 
® BREEDING Monogamous. Usually a solitary nester. 


upperparts ® in winter 
lacks white collar. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 27-30 days by both sexes. 
Semiprecocial young stay in nest 27 days. Fed by both sexes. 
1 brood per year. Nests inland in trees south of tundra. 
© POPULATION Common in 
Flight Pattern ” its breeding range; rare on the 
Pacific Coast from southern 


m o California south. 
® CONSERVATION 
Ae ‘Threatened by old-growth 
Swift direct flight with whirring rapid . 


ee a timber harvesting and oil spills. 


and flies low over surface 


Nest Identification 


No material added ® on bare rocks on ground, on limbs, or in cavities of 
evergreen trees ® built by both sexes ¢ I light greenish yellow egg with 


blackish brown spots; subelliptical, 2.4 x 1.5 inches. 


Migration Migratory Weight 7.8 ounces 


DATE _ ss TIME__ _ — LOCATION 
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| Length 9 5 inches 


KITTLITZ’S MURRELET 


Little is known about this bird named after KH. Kittlitz, a German 
scientist who was part of a Russian expedition to Kamchatka. ‘This 
small murrelet summers along the Alaskan coast. Note the short 

bill and extensively mottled underparts. In flight look for the 

white outer tail feathers, white belly, and brownish legs and feet. 
Winter plumage is black and white overall with a black cap, 

white face, white-striped edging on the scapulars, an 

almost completely white collar, and a dark gray 

breast band. Juveniles are similar to winter sandy brown head 
adults but have dusky mottling on with white variegation short dark 


white plumage. brown bill 


brown overall with white, 
buff, and fawn barring, 


sandy brown wing 
= mottling, and marbling 


coverts with buff 


and fawn mottling 
brown tail with white Sed 


outer tail feathers 


brown breast with 
——e white variegation 


en Wivret 
; : PLUMAGE 


¢ SONG Strong loud squawk. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious outside breeding season. Sometimes 
gathers by thousands in ocean and coastal bays. Swims with 
wings when submerged, diving and foraging for food in the cold 
water it inhabits. Feeds on small crustaceans as well as some in tail feathers: less 
& small fish. white on belly @ darker 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Nests inland far 
4 . E ° ‘ in summer ® in winter 
. from the coast on mountains above the tree line. \a w ‘has. parial eollan Black 
¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Incubation most eo __ back of neck; black cap 
likely by both sexes. Semiprecocial young stay in nest cicada de 
2-3 weeks and thought to be fed in nest for the duration. 
1 brood per year. 
Flight Pattern — | @ POPULATION Fairly 
—__—_—_. common but local. Accidental at 
sea and along the West Coast 
south of Alaska. 
¢ CONSERVATION 


Flies up from water rapidly and skims Vulnerable to oil spills. 
close to surface on rapidly whirring wings. 


MARBLED MURRELE1 
Longer bill; lacks white 


more rufous-brown back 


No nest materials © on bare rock well away from ocean, sometimes 18—20 miles 
¢ 1 variable olive, blue-green, or yellow-green egg marked with light and dark 
brown spots, occasionally marked with grays and lavenders; long subelliptical, 


LOCAtION ummm 322% ; 
ans 2.4 x 1.5 inches. 


Habitat 4 aon Nex Migration Nionmigratory | We'8ht 7.9 ounces 


ATE TIME, a __ LOCATION 
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-emersahee Ee! 


| 
= 


XANTUS’S MURRELET 


ke most aleids this murrelet is found in the warmet! 


Linh 


waters off southern California and Baja, Mexico, rather black cap extends 
helox eye y 


than in the frigid Bering Sea. Family groups and pairs 


live together at sea and are active at night, especially 
| during nesting season. The race breeding off 
southern California shows black extending to beviten aire 
below the eye and a broken white eye ring. eve ring 


The Baja race has more white on its face in 
e@ slender 


if black bill 


a crescent in front of the eve and on the 
ear patch. White underwing linings are 
conspicuous when the bird ts taking 


off from the water’s surface. . 
Wack upperparts @ 


——e white underparts 


@ SONG During nesting season gives high-pitched chattering whistle, generally at night. 
Makes fluting notes year-round. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Usually stays at sea in daytime but moves closer to shore at night. Swims low in 
water, keeping the white sides and flanks beneath the water and the head held aloft on the 
extended neck, unlike other murrelets. Often forages in pairs. Dives and swims underwater 


Similar Birds 
“a CRAVERES MURRELE1 
a Dusky underwing 


linings; partial black 


using wings to propel itself. Eats small crustaceans; while 
nesting eats small fish. When pursued avoids diving unless 


wounded but flushes into rapid flight. 

® BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 

e NESTING Pairs return to same nest site year after year. ails ae ; 
<< y ) breast collar; longer, 

Incubation 27-44 days by both sexes. Precocial young leave nest thinner bill; black 

a few days after hatching by jumping from as high as 200 feet. extends from head to 

; ag ME a . Jer bill. 

lked by both sexes at sea, where they remain in family groups. acaciaiok 

) 1 brood per year but sometimes lays second clutch if first is lost. 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon 
Flight Pattern | to fairly common. Rare in late 
— summer to fall to Oregon; casual 


+t - farther north. 
® CONSERVATION 


@alfvdiece Wicked oh SS k(aé Wit interaile to-polhitian wt 
Switt direct thight with rapid, whirring ; , . . 
| Binste dies emacs sant F¢ marine environments, including 
the wate oil spills. 
Nest Identification 
a. —__}| No material added ¢ in rock crevices, under thick bushes, or on bare ground 
Shape eS ocatior | ® sometimes uses abandoned nests @ 2 (rarely 1) blue or green eggs marked 
shape fe Location am /g | 


vith brown spots or solid brown; subelliptical to oval, 2.1 inches long. 


es Bk | 


ace oa . . - 
[Pama Sexes similar [ Habitat BIR HR 


DATE TIME : LOCATION | 


| Family AL CIDAF | Specles Py yehliboramphus hypoleucus | Length 1() inches | WiNESPAN 16 inches 


% 


| 
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| 
i — —_— — —— 
Family ALCIDAE Species Syarhliboramphus craveri | ©"8h 8.5 inches | Wingspan 13.5 inches 


| CRAVERI’S MURRELET 


Like the similar Xantus’s Murrelet, this small murrelet prefers warm 

waters. Its nesting is restricted to the islands of the Gulf of California 

and Baja but is a regular visitor August through October in the 

waters off southern California. Active at night, this bird often can 

be heard chattering as it romps in its burrow. In flight look for the 

dusky underwing coverts and 

dark spur of a breast band — blackish brown upperparts ne J 
on the otherwise white and upperwing surface @ iris 7 


| 
underparts. It does | 
9 bla V4 Lill 


JUVENILE 


_ not experience a marked seasonal change in plumage. Adults have blackish brown upperparts 
and upperwings, a slightly longer bill, and are pure white below. 

¢ SONG Call is insectlike chattering. Makes harsh trills when agitated. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Frequents open waters and is not usually seen from shore. Eats crustaceans and 
small fish. Surface dives and swims swiftly underwater, propelling itself with its wings to catch 


food. Solitary or in pairs, family groups, or small flocks. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Similar Birds 
] Z : q : 
2° NESTING Incubation 27-44 days by both sexes. Adults lead XANTUS’S MURRELE1 
y : = > poe es : " ‘e White underwing 
| precocial young from nest 1-2 days after hatching to find thei bana whieh 


way down the cliffs to swim. ‘ended by both sexes. 1 brood per 
. year; if first clutch is destroyed, a second may be laid. 


eee 


shorter thicker bill 
® more white on face of 


nn a = ‘ Baja race. 
| © POPULATION Common to fairly common around breeding 


islands. Regular off southern California coast in late summer and 


| autumn; casual in central 
| Flight Pattern California; rare in Oregon. 


e CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to disturbances and 
introduced predators on nesting 
islands and pollution of marine 


Rapid takeoff and low direct flight over environments and oil spills. 
water with rapid wing beats. 


No nest material @ in rock crevices on bare ground under vegetation or rocky 


debris © 2 white, yellow-tinted, olive, or brown eggs with brown markings; 


Shape —¢- Od ba & 


Location eK | z 
0) 


long subelliptical, 2.3 x 1.4 inches 


Migration Weight 5 3 ounces 


Nonmigratory 


IATE TIME LOCATION 


RDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


= Wek oh a UE car ate, 


ramly AT CIDAI | Species Syathliboramphus antiquus Length 1() inches | Winespan 16 inches 


ANCIENT MURRELET 


‘This little auk is named for the gray coloring on its back, thought to 
esemble a shawl worn across the shoulders of an elderly person, | 
ind for the white streaki on the sides of the crown in breeding ; 
plumage, which adds te e “ancient look.” In flight it crooks 
its head upward and shows a black side bar contrasting with 

| the white wing linings and white underparts; legs and feet 
are grayish. Juveniles are similar to winter adults but prince Ae «straw 10 whitish yellow 
have a whitish throat and chin and lack any bill with blackish tip 
white streaking on the sides of the crown and culmen @ 
© SONG Soft whistles and chirps hlack-and | 


/ 


} | } I] y/ / f 
during nesting. Shrill arup WAIME-SITCAREO 


/ i} // 
Fa) . Md] COMUdAT @. 
while at sca. pale slate-gra)\ 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


w A ite 
@ underparts 


© heavy blackish 


mottling on flanks 


e BEHAVIOR Nomadic. Nocturnal on breeding grounds. Dives and 


swims underwater using wings. Eats crustaceans and small fish 


brought to surface by tides. Young raised at sea and recognize parents 
through auditory means. BREEDING 


F PLUMAGE 
| @ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 32—36 days by both sexes. Young 


remain in nest for 3 days, then are led to sea by parents. Not fed MARBLED MURRELET 
in nest. Young are tended by both sexes at sea for 28 days. QM Smaller: black bill in 
1 brood per year. winter has black back 


Y\DI TTO\N . with white line 
@¢ POPULATION Uncommon to common on Aleutians and bordering seapulats 


| other islands in Bering Sea. Winters offshore to central 
| California and rarely to southern California. Casual to accidental 
inland throughout continent. 


| ’ . ® 
Flight Pattern ® CONSERVATION Declining 


atin because of accidental 


tT introduction of rats on nesting 


islands and introduction of 


foxes and raccoons for fur 


5 Hy | | 
‘ f | production. Is vulnerable to 
| _ ‘ ‘ 
| oftshore oil spills. 
Nest Identification . ar 
i> = a ; | ed with dry grass, twigs, and leaves @ built by both sexes ¢ 1-2 light brown 
| oo PS RV olive-brown eggs, sometimes tinged with blue and brown evenly distributed 
| aes = ; 
| | tien 4 


ckles; elongated, 2.3 x 1.5 inches. 


Plumage | Habitat aon -«. ; 2 
| MABE Sexes similar | Mabitat aan sae | Migration Nonmigratory Weight 7.3 ounces 
: EASES ee A ae ee 


DATI riMI LOCATION ___ 
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Family ALCIDAE Species Pryhoramphus aleuticus | ‘°° 9 inches | Wingspan 13.5 inches 


CASSIN’S AUKLET 
After hiding by day on its breeding islands, this bird is 

busy at night, constructing burrows for its nest or light yellowish 
renovating a used one. ‘The male and female take 
turns digging, stopping to bow to one another. It 
may take sixty days to dig a new burrow. One of 
the most widespread and abundant of the 
northeast Pacific alcids, it is a chunky little 
seabird with brownish gray upperparts 

and paler gray-brown underparts. 


CVES 


darker gray- e 


white crescent 
brown head 


e@ patch above eye 


At close range the short dark gray back @— ‘ short stout 
thick bill shows a light and upperwings black bill with 


white spot on hase 


spot at the base. In flight at Iaeroimdie 


the underwings are 
gray-brown, and the 
belly is whitish. 
Juveniles are 


e@ mostly gray-brown 
overall, with paler 
underparts 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


lighter in color 
with dark eyes, whiter 
throats, and browner wings and tails. 


rounded wings 


e * Sile P e< SS yakenic eR ais a -_ eee, 
SONG Silent at sea. In breeding colonies, this bird gives a SA NDENE-AaF RUSE 3 


faint croaking kreek. © Summer only 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious throughout the year. Nocturnal S DlGwner citer WEY; 


: ; : : a ‘ i longer, thinner bill; 
' during breeding season. Highly pelagic. Feeds far offshore, 


often in large flocks. Forages for food in deep waters, diving 
120 feet or more below the surface and using wings to swim 
while submerged. Feeds day and night on planktonic 
crustaceans, small fish, and squid. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. a foe ; 
. in winter in southern parts ot 


¢ NESTING Incubation 37-42 days by both parents. Young its range, Cassin’s Auklet is the only 
semiprecocial; stay in nest 37 days, fed by both parents through small grayish brown alcid. 
regurgitation. Occasionally 2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common to 

Flight Pattern abundant in its range. 
®¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to oil spills. 
Declining local populations due 
to introduction of predators to 


longer pointed wings. 


LEAST AUKLET 
Red bill; black back: 


variegated white-and- 


gray underparts; wide 


breast band. 


Rapid direct flight very low on short : ; 

; tae ae Eee 
rounded wings. Rises swiftly from nesting sites. 
surface after pattering across water. 


No materials used ® built by both sexes ® 1 creamy white egg, sometimes 


tinted blue or green, becoming nest-stained; ovate, 1.9 inches long. 


Shape oe io Od Location usms 


lumage Sexes similar |Habitat aan ~en sue Migration Northern birds migrate | W&'84t 6.6 ounces 


DATE == WME. eee LOCATION 


ey 2S EY EE 


| F 


DATE TIME — LOCATION 


> 7006 : 5 a a 
Plumage Geyes similar | Habitat san se 
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amly ALCIDAE | Species Avrhia psittacula | Length 10 inches | Wingspan 15.5 inches 


PARAKEET AUKLET 


\ shy and rather solitary bird, 

VEllOod aE @& 
this is the only red-billed auklet = p/yme extends = civeh cles 
south of Alaska (in winter it from back of head and throat 


; \ ¢ . pole CVE 
inhabits California waters). [he 


planet 
winter plumage shows a dull © broad upturned 


orange-red bill and white deep red bill 


dark slat 


underparts, including the upperpart 


throat. The laterally 
compressed upturned red 
bill, pale yellowish white 
plume behind the pale 
eye, and dark upperparts 


identify this species. 


mottled vray € 
sides © white underparts 
from breast to 


undertaul coverts 


© SONG Usually 
silent. Musical, 


whistling trilled grayish yellow 
legs and leel e 


blackish webbing “(ee 

WINTER 
e@ on feet 
chu-u-u-ee, Chu-u-u PLUMAGE 
CC-€O rIS@S in pitch. 
e¢ BEHAVIOR 


Solitary or in pairs or 


family groups; does not L BAST AUKLE 


occur in large foraging or White throat; numerous 


roosting flocks. Eats jellyfish, white plumes around 
Te: = face; white underwing 
crustaceans, and small fish. Finds some 


‘ ; ; : ; linings; smaller ¢ in 
food while swimming on surface. Adept diver. Nocturnal at breeding plumage has 


breeding sites. In flight travels higher than many other alcids. dark breast band. 


® BREEDING Monogamous. Semicolonial or small colonies; RHINOCEROS AUKLE1 


sometimes solitary pairs or a few pairs; often in mixed colonies In winter some birds 


' have bright orange bill 
with other auklets. 7 7 


: that may appear reddish 
¢ NESTING Incubation 35-36 days by both sexes. at a distance * brownish 


Semiprecoc ial young stay in nest 28—35 days. Fed by both sexes. gray throat and neck; 
: ; larger. 


| brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common. Regular well out to sea along the 
coast down to central California 
Flight Pattern | In winter. 
a ® CONSERVATION 
¥ > Susceptible to introduction of 


predators such as rats and foxes 


I on breeding islands. Vulnerable 
| 1 . F 
| Strong fluccery direct fligh th rapid to oil spills. 
wing | ind ling from side de | 
t — ——_ = — — — = — 
. / No nest materials used @ 1 chalky white to bluish egg; ovate to subelliptical, 


1 inches long 


Ch . | } ry 
»Nape Od Location % 
[*) i om 
| _ Ree 


__| 

ae 
Nest Identification | 
| 


Migration Nonmigratory | “ele 9.1 ounces 


Family ALCIDAK Specles Aerhig pusilla 


Length 6 inches 
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Wingspan 9 5 inches 


LEAST AUKLET 
Common in the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands, 
this sparrow-sized bird is arguably the most 
abundant seabird of the North Pacific. It 
is the smallest and one of the most 
gregarious members of the alcid 
family. Pairs often mate for more 
than one season. ‘The 
combination of its small 
size, white throat, and 
dark breast band in 
summer are diagnostic. 
In flight it shows 
— white underwing 


white auricular 
plume behind 
whitish CVC e@ 


sooty black 
upperparts @ 


while scapulars 
form white bar 
on folded wing e— 


coverts and white- 
tipped primary flight 
_ feathers. Winter adults and 

» juveniles have white underparts and 
lack the white plumes behind the eyes. 


bluish gray legs 
and feet with 
black webbing 


¢ SONG Utters clear soft whistle. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Gathers in huge numbers (up to a 
million) at some breeding colonies. Forms large roosting rafts at 
sea. Kats crustaceans and other zooplankton. Makes shallow 
. dives for food, swimming with wings underwater. 
‘¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 
» © NESTING Incubation 28-36 days by both sexes. 
_ Semiprecocial young stay in nest 26-31 days. Fed by both sexes. 
1 brood per year. 

© POPULATION Abundant around nesting islands and cliffs in 
North Pacific and Bering Sea. 
Estimated at 9 million in the 


inland and to southern 
California area. 

© CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to introduced 
predators and oil spills. 


Very swift direct flight with fluttering or 
vibrating wing beats low over water. 


late 1980s. Accidental elsewhere 


bristly white feathers 
on dark forehead 
e@ and lores 


© stubby red bill 
with white tip 


mottled grayish 
© black breast band 


white underparts 
sometimes mottled and 
_® blotched with gray 


black webbing 


9 on feet 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


PARAKEET AUKLET 
‘Thick red bill; lacks 

white whiskers on face 
and white throat; larger 
¢ in winter lacks white 
scapular bar. 


MARBLED AND 
KITTLIVZ’S 
MURRELETS 
Nonbreeding birds are 
larger and have slender 
dark bills and dark eyes. 


LOCatiON mms jisisis rg 
4 


On bare ground or pile of pebbles sheltered by 


¢ 1 white egg, usually nest-stained; ovate to subelliptical, 1.9 x 1.2 inches. 


ridge of cliff or large rock 


rIME 


LOCATION 
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Wingspan 11 inches 


Length 7 inches 


| WHISKERED AUKLET white eye 


[he rarest and least-known of all 


[ Family ALCIDAE Species Avrhia pyymaca 


auklets is shy and most active at 


‘ : ; dark slate-gray e 
night, especially during breeding honed 


season. Named for the three 
white whiskers on each side of 3 thin white e 


its face, this auklet spends whiskers on each 
side of face 


long, thin, 
forward-curling 
black crest on 
forehead 


most of its time on the open 
seas, preferring to hunt in 
2 dark slate-gray 


es MH . ae - |. ~_oOT: 
riptides. It has a slate-gray siberharis« 
\ 


body overall, with a darker thick stubby 
reddish bill with 


white lip 


head and upperparts and paler 
underparts. ‘he head bears a 
loose, forward-curling dark 
crest and three white plumes 


on each side of the face (two ——e gray underparts 


merge into whitish 


in front of the white eye 
gray on lower belly 


and one behind it). Winter 
birds are paler with shorter 
plumes and a darker bill; 


: E roe short 
juveniles are similar but 


rounded wings 
lack head plumes. 


¢ SONG Call is 
piercing cry. Garrulous. 
¢ BEHAVIOR 
Nomadic. Primarily 
nocturnal around Seg 
breeding colonies. 
Pelagic. Makes small 


short grayish 


feet and legs WINTER 
i PLUMAGE 


black % 
webbing 
between toes 


light gray 


leaps from water before 
| undertail coverts 


diving for food. Swims 
with wings underwater and steers with feet. Often feeds in 
turbulent waters. Kats small crustaceans, marine worms, and 


mollusks. Often dives directly into water from flight. CRESTED AUKLET 
Larger; lacks white 
‘ — whiskers on face; 

with other auklets and storm-petrels. darker belly; darker 


® NESTING Incubation 35—36 days by both sexes. Re aS: 
Semiprecocial young fed by both sexes from throat pouch. First 
flight at about 40 days. 1 brood 

Flight Pattern per yeat. 

@ POPULATION Locally fairly 

common to common. 

® CONSERVATION 

‘Threatened by oil pollution and 

Direct flight close to water with rapid human disturbance. 


buzzing wing beats 


© BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial; often in mixed colonies 


No nest material @ in crevices of inaccessible, overhanging ledges or on rocky 
shores; under rocks @ 1 dull white egg; pear-shaped or pyriform, 1.9 inches long. 


Shape Od Location a wen Sea | 


~ 4 
a 7 a F | 
Habitat 2am se Nee [ Migration Nonmigratory | Nonmigratory | “e'8ht 4.3 ounces | 


DATE __ a TIME ___ ~-LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes similar 
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Family ALCIDAE 


belt 


CRESTED AUKLET 


N . n . . . 
‘The bill of this gregarious bird 
emits a citruslike aroma, which 
may play a role in attracting 


sooty black 
head 


yellowish 


-© while eyes 


plumed dark = = ss 
a mate. Its stubby shape, crest droops —e pi ad 
quail-like size, and long in face a. 
forward-curling plume have larve, stubby 
engendered the local name orange-red sooty black 


bill with 


‘ : upperparts 
yellowish lip 


of “sea quail.” In breeding 
plumage slightly upturned, 


fleshy bright orange plates orange plates at 
appear on the bill gape and mouth corners 


present a curious grinning 

appearance, and the curled 

head crest and white 

postocular plume are enlarged. paler brownish 
Dusky brown underwing gray underparts 
linings show when the bird ts 

in flight. In winter the crest and 

plume become shorter, and the 

bill turns brown and loses its 

decorative plates. Juveniles are 


similar to winter adults but lack a grayish black 
legs and feet 


. crest or plumes and have a duller 
yellow-brown bill. 


© SONG Garrulous. Loud honking groans 

» and chirps, especially around breeding colonies. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Often forms flocks that 
may include other auklet species. Eats zooplankton, 
- including crustaceans, as well as small fish and squid. Swims 
with wings underwater to search for food. Dives up to 200 feet 
below surface. In breeding areas forms huge concentrations, 
with countless birds wheeling and swirling through the air like 

“ smoke or swarms of bees. 

_ © BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 29-41 days (average 34 days) by both 
sexes. Semiprecocial young stay in nest 27-36 days. Fed by both 
sexes, more by female. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common to 
locally abundant. Accidental 
offshore in winter to the Baja 
California area. 

© CONSERVATION Affected 
by oil spills, pollution, and 
introduction of predators to 
nesting islands. 


WHISKERED AUKLET 
3 white plumes on sides 


of face; white-tipped 


bill lacks orange plates; 
5 

thinner, more erect 

plume from forehead. 


CASSIN’S AUKLET 
Similar to juvenile but 
has darker bill and 


white belly. 


Flight Pa 


Swift buzzing direct flight with rapid 
whirring wing beats close to water. 


No nest materials © 1 white egg, usually nest-stained; oval to short oval, 


2.1 inches long. 


Shape Od -se Location hie ames kis 


‘Habitat pon se Nex Migration Nonmigratory | “ele 9.3 ounces 


IATE _ TIME a4 LOCATION 


MABE Sexes similar 


eS 
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Length 15 inches Wingspan 22 inches 


Family AT CIDAE SPECIES Cory rhinca monocerala 


RHINOCEROS AUKLET 
Named for the unusual hornlike protrusion on its bill 


during breeding season, this bird digs and nests in 


burrows to which it returns each year along with its 
: white facial streaks 


ame mate light it appears puffinlike but : 
same mate. In tight It appears | iffinlik sda Bees Verena cistieies pale yellowish white 
has more pointed wings, a whitish belly of eve and mouth ’ horn on base of 
that blends into a darker breast upper mandible 


and upperparts, and dark dark brown upperparts with 
brownish gray underwings. some buff edging on feathers 
gives scaly appearance @ 


yellow-orange 


Aill 


In winter this bird lacks 
the horn on its upper 


mandible, and the 
© Night smoky brown 


‘olor of its bill and é ; 
color of face and chin 


plumes fade. 


© light smoky brown 
throat, breast, and sides 


Juveniles are similar to 
nonbreeding adults but lack __» black webbing on feet 
the facial plumes and have a 


smaller darker bill and darker eyes. 


grayish yellow 


¢ SONG Mostly silent except on 
legs and feet 


nesting grounds where it is noisy. Gives 
throaty barklike call and piercing screams. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Nomadic. Nocturnal around 
breeding colonies. Eats crustaceans and small fish. Searches for 


PARAKEET AUKLET 
Smaller reddish orange 


food by swimming and diving. Can stay under water for up to 2 sill: oolice thinoak and 

minutes. Feeds far out at sea, most often alone or in a small 3 chest; much whiter 

group, departing colonies at dawn and returning at dusk. In ; underparts; dark slate- 
: Re : ; eer. gray upperparts. 

winter often seen in large numbers close to shore along Pacific 

Coast. Rides low in water with head pulled down, giving a thick PUFTED PUFFIN 


er : Juvenile has more 
short-necked appearance. ; ve 
rounded wings; bill 1s 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Small colonies. larger, more triangular. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 39-52 days by both sexes. 

Semiprecocial young stay 1n 

nest 48-55 days. Fed by both 

sexes. | brood per year. 

‘v - @ POPULATION Common. 

® CONSERVATION 

Vulnerable to introduced 

Fast direct flight with rapid wing beats. predators at breeding colonies 
and to oil spills. 


Nest Identification : 
Made of twigs, moss, and ferns ® at end of old or new burrow 8-20 feet deep 


® built and dug by both sexes © 1 off-white to white egg with brown, gray, or 


Shape oe o Location gp sex ‘ lavender blotches; elliptical or subelliptical, 2.7 x 1.8 inches. 


Flight Pattern 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat aan se 


Migration Nonmigratory | We'€ 1.1 pounds 


DATE __ TIME : ~ LOCATION = 
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Species Wyayercula corniculata 


HORNED PUFFIN 


Named for the fleshy erectile hornlike protrusions above each eye, this 
bird resembles the Atlantic Puffin, its East Coast counterpart, but their 


| 


| Family ALCIDAE 


hn - - 
| wine Pan 22-23 inches 


Length 15 inches 


ranges do not overlap. In flight note the black upperparts and white 
face surrounded by black-and-white underparts that contrast 


Ala k 
e “pperparts 


with the black collar and dark grayish 
underwings. In winter the 


while face 
and cheeks 


horns disappear, the 


black forehead e 


and crown 


fleshy hornlike e——~ 
black protrusion 
extends from 
Lye 10 CTORN 


large triangular 


One blak & % 
| yellow bill with od "A 
; . collar MA ‘ 
orange-red tip ye . 


2) 2 Cane 
wattle at gape and belly 
© ed -0ranee 


| ind orange . \ es 
| a ee white chest & 
| 


» cheeks turn gray, and the bill legs and feet P aoe Me 

| . . . . P 

- becomes darker and smaller. Juveniles are similar to winter JUVENILE WINTER 
adults but have smaller bills without any red-orange. PLUMAGE 


= 4 
¢ SONG Usually silent at sea. Around breeding colonies utters 
} various throaty growls. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Pelagic; winters at sea. Eats vw) ‘TUFTED PUFFIN 
eS : F — Dark lerparts ® 
crustaceans, mollusks, fish, squid, and marine worms. Swims oa ie a sek 
: : . . oe. ; yreeding plumage has 
buoyantly, springing clear of water before diving under. Uses a pale yellow head 
wings to propel itself underwater to catch food. Like other plumes. 
puffins carries multiple fish crosswise in bill back to colony. COMMON MURRE 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Often in mixed colonies | @@ PHICK-BILLED MURRI 
: : Entirely dark head; 
with other seabirds. 


small dark bill; white 


¢ NESTING Incubation 40-42 days by both sexes. trailing margin on 
Semiprecocial young stay in nest 34-40 days. Fed by both sexes. si WLLL 
1 brood per year. 


Flight Pattern 


e¢ POPULATION Abundant to 
very common but local. Rare to 
casual offshore in late spring to 
southern California. 

© CONSERVATION Some 
decline due to introduced 
predators at nesting area, oil 


Strong purposeful direct flight with rapid 
wing beats, often high above water. 


Nest Identification 


Shape PS Location pom 
bet, x Re 


spills, and pollution. 


Lined with grasses, if lined @ in burrow 1—3 feet long or in rock crevices ® built 


by both sexes ® 1 chalky white egg with brown and lavender blotches; round to 


short elliptical, 2.8 inches long 


Habitat pan me Nee | Migration Ni onmigratory | Weient 1.4 pounds 


ad Sexes similar 


IDATE _ TIME LOCATION 
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Le EE oa 


NORTH AMI 


Wingspan 23 


—24 inches 


+} 


| TUFTED PUFFIN 


Ihe largest of the puffins 1s 
distinguished by its odd-looking 


head plumes in breeding season. 


The combination of a massive 


red, orange, and vellow bill: 


long ivory-yellow head tufts; 


white face; and stout black 


body is unmistakable ror 
as OTUNLE-TCd OUL @ 
hough it always nests bie untionnih 
in colonies, it travels oO} 
gray basal 
Upper 
mandible and 
grayish wing linings. yellow ride 


VCCHISA 
and feeds alone at sea. 


as : third of 
In flight birds show 


In winter the plumes 


disappear, the bill 

becomes smaller and duller, 
and the overall plumage 
including the face, becomes 
OTANEE red h vs @ 


Juveniles are 
: aNd feet 


blackish gray-brown. 
smaller and darker and have small 
dull yellow bills. 

e SONG Usually silent at sea. 
nesting colony makes low, throaty growls. 


© BEHAVIOR Nomadic. 


mollusks, 


\round 


Kats crustaceans, 
fish, squid, and algae. Uses wings 
to propel itself underwater, often chasing 


schools of fish. Also dives for prey. Forages 


widely from colony, often traveling far out to sea 


and leaving nesting sites early in the morning for 
the day. Must run across water prior to takeoff. WINTER 
Walks and stands upright. 
© BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Requires headlands or 
islands with soil or peat deep enough for nesting burrows. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 41 days by both sexes. Semiprecocial 
young stay in nest 45 days. Fed by both sexes. Usually 1 brood 
per year, but 2 per year in the South. 

¢ POPULATION Common to abundant in breeding areas of 
northern part of range; 


Flight — 
California coast. 
the East 

® CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to predators in 


beats on rounded wines fren 60-100 teet 


ibove water 


Strong, purposeful direct flig ht with rapid 7v 
4 


[ Family Al CIDAE | Species fyypercula cirrhata E Le ngth | 15.5 inches 


PLUMAGE 


uncommon to rare off southern 
Accidental in 


nesting areas and oil spills. 


@ yellow eyes with 
red orbital ring 


© Jong buff-yellow plumes 
hang from behind eyes and 
run down neck 


e black overall 


HORNED PUFFIN 


i. a Lacks ear tufts; white 
a ‘i 


underparts. ® Pacific 


Coast range. 


RHINOCEROS AUKLEI 
Winter adults and 
juveniles similar to 
juvenile but have 
whitish bellies; grayish 
yellow legs and feet; 
pale eye @ Pacific Coast 


range. 


Nove: No similar species in 
the East 


Lined with ¢g 


1 ® buile by both SC 


rass and feathers ® burrow in soft sand or soil; sometimes in crevice 


‘xes ® 1 chalky white or blue-tinged egg with brown, gray, and 
Shape oe i fev Location ams Pe | lavender blotches; round to short elliptical, 
ad 


2.8 inches long. 


| Plumage 
= 


Sexes similar | 4ab!tat aan ae rex 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Migration Nonmigratory 


Weight 1.7 pounds 
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Family COLUMBIDAE | SpeciesCofumba livia | “8th 13.14 inches | Wingspan 24 25 inches 


ROCK DOVE 


Introduced into North America by Europeans in the 
early 1600s, the Rock Dove ts often called homing 
pigeon or carrier pigeon. Early Romans are said to 
have used the Rock Dove to carry the report of 
Caesar’s conquest of Gaul back to Rome, and 
legend says the Rock Dove brought news of 
Napoleon’s defeat at Waterloo to England 
days before messages sent via horses and blue-gray 
ships. Although native to wild rocky overall 
habitats, today these birds are most eo iridescent 

: : _ i feathers on head 
common in urban and rural settings, r : ite A ‘and neck reflect 
and they are still raised in coops : “one oo Si, green, bronze, 
or pigeon lofts. They can vary ; ‘ : ; and purple 
in color from wildtype to 
browns, grays, white- 


——e 2 thick broad bars 
ACTOSS Cath WINE 


- 


gray, mosaics, or pure white, but they 
always show a white rump pattern. 
e SONG Sings a repetitive cooing coo-a- 
100, Co00-r00-Cc000 OK cock-a-war or coo-cuk-cuk. 
¢ BEHAVIOR In wild eats grass, weed seeds, grains, clover, Qe BAND-TAILED PIGEON 
and berries. In cities eats bread crumbs and garbage. Will take West ¢ white bar on 
.. food from the hand, but when frightened claps wings over the nape Dread asaya 
: . band; iacks white rump. 
, back while flying up. Has been known to fly faster than 85 


miles per hour. MOURNING DOVE 


Shirok Gailine toe 
¢ BREEDING Male displays by turning in circles while cooing. ee hite 

Monogamous. rump patch. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 16-19 days by both sexes. Altricial 

young remain in nest about 

27-35 days. Fed by both 

parents. Young thrust bills into 

parents’ mouths to eat 

regurgitated food. 5 or more 

broods per year. 


¢ POPULATION Common, 
especially in urban settings. 


N) , ONT ts a fist 
Vest Identification 


Unlined plattorm of sticks, twigs, leaves, grasses * building ledges, barn rafters, 


even ee TRAIT gutters, sheltered cliff edges, or rocks ® built by female with materials gathered 
i by male ® 2 white eggs, about 1.6 inches long. 
ee ape 


Binage Sexes similar: | "abitat we 0 Migration Nionmigratory | Weléht 13.0 ounces 


TIME LOCATION : Lagi 
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| Family COLUMBIDAE Species Cy /ymba fasciata | ‘©8 14-15 inches | Wingspan 25 inches 


' 


| BAND-TAILED PIGEON 


Reduced in numbers by overhunting, the Band- 


tailed Pigeon has recovered as a result of bans on 
hunting in several states. It is generally is found purplish head e 


in woods and wooded canyons in mountains, 


where it perches for long periods of time in the 


tops of leafless trees. Large flocks often gather 
narro® white band e 


at water holes and salt licks. 
on nape of neck 


@e SONG An owl-like repetitive 00-whoo o1 
whoo-00-whoo. During nesting season male 


utters deep smooth tremulous whoo-whoo 


hoo or two-syllable whoo-uh. 
®¢ BEHAVIOR Not as gregarious as 


some other species of doves and 


yellow bill 
with dark tip 


pigeons, these birds often perch 
in small groups high tn trees on 


open branches. Small flocks purplish 
wings and 
may fly together to water | tae? 


holes or to forage. In 
winter these flocks 
may number several 
hundred birds, 
rarely thousands. 
Flutters among 
branches to 

pick berries. 


—e yellow legs 


© CONSPICUOUS wIde 
dark gray terminal 
band across tail 


Also eats wild peas, grains, 
seeds, nuts, and insects. 

¢ BREEDING Male calls to female from open perch in tree. ser Tees 
Monogamous. Scattered pairs or occasionally small colonies. White seen: _ 

¢ NESTING Incubation 18-20 days by both sexes. Young stay PON” contrasting gray — 
; Lor PE 20) fs : 7 : . band at end of tail. 
in nest 25-30 days. ‘Tended by both parents. Young fed by 

regurgitation of seeds, fruits, berries, and pigeons’ milk. 


Flight Pattern lee 


2—3 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon 
to fairly common; local. 

® CONSERVATION Nearly 
exurpated from overhunting, 
but has recovered with 
restraints on hunting. 


Switt strong direct flight 


Nest Identification 


Flimsy platform of twigs © usually in tree branches or forks 8-40 feet above 


ground ® built by female with materials gathered by male ¢ 1-2 unmarked white 


Location gy, 


eggs, 1.6.x 1 inches. 
FS, 


Sexes similar Weight 12.5 ounces 


| Dp 
| Plumage 


DATE ___ TIME LOCATION 
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| 
Family COLUMBIDAE Species Syepropelia decaocto | “PE 12.5 inches | Winespan 18 19 inches 
) 


EURASIAN COLLARED-DOVE 


This large dove, a native of Eurasia, was introduced into the 

Bahama Islands in 1974. By the end of the 1970s, it had found pale gray-pink 
its way to Florida, where it could be seen feeding in backyard head, neck, and 
gardens, towns, and parks. By the beginning of the new breast e 
millennium this now established exotic had spread up the 
Atlantic Coast to North Carolina, across the Gulf Coast 

to Texas, and up the Mississippi River to 

‘Tennessee, with records in Oklahoma very pale buff 
and Pennsylvania. upperparts 
Although similar to 
other doves 


black bill 


Ye black “half- 
moon” trimmed 
with white on 
nape 


in its habits, this dove is 

less shy around people and 

prefers life in and around human 
habitation. In flight, it shows a two- 


—e pink legs and feet 


Similar Birds 


toned tail, gray base, and white-tipped blackish primaries. _ MOURNING DOovE 
¢ SONG Soft, continual cooing 400-ho000-hoo with emphasis on : Smaller, pinkish fawn 
the second syllable; also a complaining marr: archon ime cuaeeind 
, @ BEHAVIOR Solitary; pairs and family groups, but not in large | re black spot on 
, flocks. Feeds close to houses; trusting of human contact. Eats auriculars; brownish gray 
, mostly grain and seeds. Feeds on lawns, roadsides, feed mills, pat Sarat | 
| * farms, and agricultural areas. with sphite tips and black 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Male gives displays and coos subvemurtal'bandorall 


but two central feathers; 


while perched in tree or roof. hladk-sndtsain uses 


¢ NESTING Incubation 14-18 days by both sexes. Young stay inner wing ® wings make 
in nest 15-20 days, fed and tended by both parents for an wiser sound An anEMt- 
additional week. Up to 6 broods per year in Europe, possibly 
same in Florida. 
e POPULATION Fairly 
common to common. Spreading 
quickly in southeastern US 
cities, villages, and gardens. 
e FEEDERS Attracted to 
Swift strong direct flight on rapidly feeding stations, bird feeders, 
beating wings. . 

birdbaths, and garden pools. 


‘Twigs and dry stalks © in tree, shrub, and balconies or eves of houses, 6—7 feet 
above ground ® male collects materials, female builds ® 2 pure white eggs; oval 


to elliptical, 1.2 inches. 


[Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat@ @ Wo Migration Nionmigratory | We'€t 5.4 ounces 


IDATE TIME LOCATION 
| 
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Species Svyvprypelia chinensis — 


Be | ~ a“ 
SPOTTED DOVE 
A native of Asia, the Spotted Dove was intentionally 
introduced in California and became established in Los 


Family QOLUMBIDAE 


Length 1213 inches | Wingspan 17_19 inches 


Angeles in 1917. From Los Angeles it has slowly spread 

to surrounding towns and cities. Usually seen in 

suburban parks and gardens, this alien dove is 

frequently found living in association with large black-and-white- 
trees, especially eucalyptus trees, themselves spotted band on 


, ; ‘ : hack of neck 
an introduced plant species from Australia. ack of neck 


an gray-brown 
Ihe spotted collar that marks this dove upperparts 


does not show until adulthood. It 
stands with breast 


brown central 


Fs tail feathers 


black bill 


\ 
© /ong rounded 


black tail 
pale grayish to | 

pinkish brown 

underparts 


dark pink 


yrotruding and head tucked 
7 legs and feet 


back. In flight the white-tipped 
outer tail feathers produce a 
flashmark that contrasts with the 
blackish color of the dark tail. 

© SONG Energetic whook-cu-cooo00 or grating coo-crroo000-cooo and coo-coo-crooooo, with the 
middle and last notes being louder than others. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Inhabits residential areas, parks, woods, and 
riparian woodlands. Eats weed and grass seeds, some berries, 
and bread crumbs. MOURNING DOVE 


Las ‘ Pointed tail; black 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 


spotting on wing 


® NESTING Incubation 14 days by both sexes. Young are fed coverts; lacks spotted 
and tended by both sexes. Young fledge directly from nest at 
14-15 days. 1-3 broods per year. 


band on hindneck. 


® POPULATION Common 


Flight Pattern to uncommon and local in 
southwestern California; casual 
elsewhere in region. Common 
in native Asian range. 

@ FEEDERS Small seeds, 


Strong swift direct flight with rapid bread crumbs, and water in 
wing beats 


Nest Identification 


Shape po Location pj» il a> 


DATE a _TIME__ LOCATION 


birdbaths, garden pools, ponds. 


Loose platform of twigs @ in large shrub or tree. 8-40 feet above ground ¢ built 


by both sexes ® 2 white eggs; oval to elliptical, 1.1 x 0.8 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar Weight 5.6 ounces 
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1atica ( Length 1112 inches | Wingspan 17_18 inches 


fer en 
op ECcIes 7, 


Family COLUMBIDAE Species Yenaida a: 


WHITE-WINGED DOVE 

Its distinctive white wing patches set this dove apart from 
other doves and pigeons; when the bird perches the patch Wiiedid dek 
shows only as a narrow white line outlining the bottom of surrounded by 
the folded wing. Often making its home in the desert, tt bare blue skin 
will fly more than 20 miles for drinking water, making 

use of both natural and man-made sources. ‘he reddish purple e 
female is smaller than the male and duller in color. crown and nape 


dark blue 


bill 


e SONG A low-pitched cooing who-cooks-for-you; |. 

ho koo-koo-koo ~ aritdescens 
av : greenish gold on 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Sometimes sides of neck @ 
seen in flocks of thousands in the 
West. Eats seeds, grains, and Spends - 
fruits from trees, shrubs, and upperparts 
cacti. Feeds in flocks. 
Obtains drinking water 


black mark 
below ear coverts 


rounded gray tail 
with white 

corners, black- 
trimmed inside 


large white wing 
bars and dark gray 
Slight feathers 


red legs and feet 


from streams and cacti, as 
well as from various man-made 

sources, such as reservoirs, irrigation 
canals, windmill troughs, and cattle tanks. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Small colonies. In display flight, 
» male climbs with clapping wing beats, then glides down on stiff, 
slightly downward-bowed wings. é gl aes 

: Lacks white wing 
¢ NESTING Incubation 13-14 days by both sexes. Young stay patch; longer, more 
in nest 13-16 days, tended by both sexes. 2-3 broods per year. yp * pointed tail; gray-brown 
¢ POPULATION Common in the Southwest; locally fairly si eka 
common in southern Florida; Casual elsewhere. 
¢ FEEDERS Attracted to 
birdbaths, garden pools, and 
bird feeders and feeding 
stations providing small seeds. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Harvested and managed as a 
game species in the western 
United States. 


MOURNING DOVE 


Flight Pattern 


Fairly fast direct flight, but slower and 
usually higher and without the zigzagging 
of the Mourning Dove. 


£72 acd ges 
t Identification 


#) 


Sticks, grasses, and stems of weeds ® cactus, shrub, or low in tree, 4-30 feet 


Location =» ba & b> 


pemeee Sexes similar | Habitat ,> » 9¢@ Migration Migratory Weight 5 4 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION ___ 


above ground ® built by both sexes; male gathers material, female builds 


Shape 2a. 


¢ 2creamy buff eggs; oval to elliptical, 1.2 inches. 
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macroura \“©"8 12 inches Wingspan 17_19 inches | 


‘Cnariac 
| ope Dies: ~ 


Family QOLUMBIDAE eae. 


: 7 small pinkish al 
MOURNING DOVE fawn head + 
A familiar sight across the continental United States y 


and much of southern Canada, this dove can be 
distinguished from similar species by its long 
pointed tail bordered by large white tips on all 
feathers but the four innermost. Young have a 
more scaly appearance to the upperparts and 
more spots on the wings. 


¢ SONG A melancholy ooah-wo0-wo0-woo black 
aes spot on lower 
by male throughout breeding season. ak 


® BEHAVIOR Males aggressively 
defend territories. After breeding 
season, doves gather to roost in 
sheltered groves. Like other 
pigeons and doves, they drink 

by sucking up water instead of 
lifting their heads to swallow. 

¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous. According 
to some research, may 
pair for life. 

e NESTING 
Incubation about 

14 days by both 
sexes. Altricial 

young stay in nest 
12-14 days, fed by 


pinkish fawn on 
neck and underparts 


brownish gray 


black spots on 
upper inner wing 


both sexes. long 

“Pigeon’s milk” is pointed tail 

produced in the 

parent's inp and white tipped EURASIAN — 
regurgitated with outer tail feathers ™ COLLARED DOVE 
seeds held in the ‘3 Long rounded tail; black 
same organ to feed = /*™ collar. 

young. 5—6 broods per year in the South; 2—3 elsewhere. @ WHITE-WINGED DOVE 


a hl . . ° vat L:z hit > 1 
® POPULATION Common and increasing. Have adapted - i ion? 
patches; square tail. 


well to habitat changes by humans. 


® FEEDERS Sunflower seeds, millet, milo, and cracked corn on the 
ground or in platform feeders. 

© CONSERVATION Managed 
as a game species in 31 states in 
the US and protected in the US 
and Canada. More than 30 million 
birds are legally harvested as 
game every year. 


Strong swift direct flight. Often zigzags. 
Wings whistle during flight. 


i} 
I'limsy platform or saucer ® built by female © twigs and sticks gathered by | 
male ¢ 6—50 feet off the ground in tree or shrub * some lay eggs in the 
abandoned nests of songbirds ¢ 2 white eggs; short subelliptical to elliptical, 


Shape gg <> Location # * a 


1.1 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitatee .@ @ ww m si. | Migration Some migrate | Weléht 4.3 ounces 


DATE _ TIME LOCATION — 
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SPECIES Cy/ymbina ince Length 7.58 inches | Wingspan 42_13 inches 
| 


INCA DOVE = 


During autumn large flocks of these small birds can be 

seen huddled together for warmth on clotheslines or 

fences. Choosing to make its home near human oS 
habitation, this tame dove feeds in parks, barnyards, 


‘Family COLUMBIDAE 


gray-buff upperparts 


/ong square- 
ended tail 


gardens, and 

brdbaths. Its 

feathering makes the 
body appear distinctively 
scalloped, and the rufous 
wings often make a 
twittering noise while the 
bird is flying. In flight its 
long tail is brown centrally, 
black laterally with white 
edges, and tipped white on the 
outer tail feathers. 

¢ SONG Monotonous fluted coe-coo 
or whoo-00-whoo, “no-hope.” Also 
conversational cuf-cut-ca-doo-ca-doo. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Pairs or small flocks; sometimes flocks and 
forages with other small doves. Huddles in tiers 2-3 high with 
birds standing on the back of other birds in a pyramid to kee abies 

g hep y P g » GROUND-DOVE 
warm on very cold days. A terrestrial species, it spends much A Shorter, rounded 
». time walking on the ground picking up seeds and grain. black tail with white 
, Sometimes feeds with chickens in barnyards. Prefers open shpallen: ties 
| as scaly; black spots 

ground near water sources. and streaks on 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. OLAS WE 


¢ NESTING Incubation 12-15 days by both sexes. Altricial 
young leave nest after 16 days 
but tended by parent for 
additional 7 days. Fed by both 
sexes. 2—5 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Abundant. 
Expanding to the North. 


Direct flight with rapid wing beats e FEEDERS Birdbaths and 
recorded as fast as 28 miles per hour. 
man-made feeders. 


scaly grayish 
white underparts 


Made of twigs, stems, and leaves ® sometimes lined with grass @ built by female 


with material gathered by male ® in tree or shrub 5—20 feet above ground 


Shape <> gg Location & As Mie | ° 2-7 white unmarked eggs, 0.9 inches long. 


fm Sexes similar },Mabitat gor Migration Nonmigratory | We'éht 1.7 ounces 


JATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family CO,UMBIDAE 


COMMON GROUND-DOVE 


Ihe Common Ground-Dove is about the size of a 
sparrow and often can be scen perched on fences, roofs 
of buildings, and trees. Known as tame, this bird 
sometimes will not fly away until almost stepped 
upon. ‘| he female is grayer than the male and scaly head 
more uniformly colored. In flight this 
small dove has flashing rufous-red brown back and 
primaries and wing linings wings with 

opus brown-black spots 
and a black tail with 


white corners. 


rounded wings show red 
brown primaries and 
wing linings in flight 


dusky black 
hill with 
pink base 


scaly breast 


pinkish brown 
underparts 


stubby 


black tail ee pink or yellow 


legs and feet 


¢ SONG Continual soft melancholy coo-00 or wo0-00, rising on 
second syllable and often for hours at a time. Also soft wah-up. 


¢ BEHAVIOR ‘Terrestrial, walking on rapidly moving short legs fera-PowE 


with head bobbing. Eats seeds of grasses and weeds, waste grain Much larger; longer 
in fields, insects, and small berries off ground. Often frequents : white-edged tail; scaly 


upperparts and 


quiet roadsides in early morning and late afternoon, where it 


: : . : i P underparts. 
may feed and pick up grit. Usually stays in pairs or small flocks. 


ground with little or no materials ® on beach or floor of woods or fields; in low 
bush, stump, or vine; or on top of fence post or tree branch, 1-21 feet above 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. ‘Thought to mate for life. j es fo) 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by both sexes. Altricial Rufous on upperparts; 
young fed by both sexes. Young leave nest as soon as they can tacks sealing; Cant Bil 
fly, at about 11-12 days. 2-4 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Declining in 
recent decades, especially in the 
southeastern states and along 
the Gulf Coast. 
® FEEDERS Will feed on 
seeds scattered on ground or on 
platform feeders. 
Sometimes flimsy platform of twigs and plant fibers or slight depression on 
| 


Shape -se 9g 
ground ® sometimes uses abandoned nest of songbird or other dove species 
Location mm £2¢ , wa pA of 


O75; 


Habitat Qe eB at Migration \/onmigratory 


DATE ____ ___ TIME_ LOCATION = 


@ built by both sexes ¢ 2-3 white eggs, 0.8 inches long. 


Plumage Se 


xes similar Weight 1.1 ounces 
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Family GOLUMBIDAE Species Cy/ymbina talpacoti | “©8' 6-7 inches Wingspan 9_1() inches 


RUDDY GROUND-DOVE 
This gregarious dove enjoys the company 
of other birds. Often, as many as forty 
doves will gather facing the same 


blue-gray crown 
» —@ and nape 


rufous 


direction and pick up seeds ld 

from the ground, moving in grayish 

step with one another. bill with scattered black 
Although primarily a dark tip spots and bars on 
Mexican and Central and adn Ge: lower scapulars 


é : : é ind wing coverts 
South American native, in colored face ae ee 


recent years it has strayed and neck 
into Texas, Arizona, and 

California. In flight, note 

the rufous or brown upperparts, PRA we 
black outer tail feathers, and underparts 
rusty red primaries (compare with 

Common Ground-Dove). 
¢ SONG A woo or woop. 
Sometimes, a soft 
per-woop, per-woop. 


dark gray-brown 
crown, nape, and 
upperparts 


long tail with 
black outer 
tail feathers 


grayish face, neck, 
and underparts 


¢ BEHAVIOR 

| Feeds from ground, FEMALE 
eating seeds; also takes 

| berries. Often seen on 

| roads, possibly gathering grit. 

| Often in pairs or groups of 10-20. Sometimes in large flocks 
with other species, including Inca Dove and Common Ground- 


| Dove. Roosts gregariously in dense foliage. 


COMMON 
GROUND-DOVE 
Scaled appearance 


on head and breast; 
black bill with pink 


_ ® BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. base; brown 
hig ~ “ : upperparts; pinkish 
» @ NESTING Incubation 12-13 days by both sexes; female at sah gi ein 
» night, male during day. Altricial young stay in nest 12—14 days, outermost tail 

fed by both sexes. 2 or more broods per year. feathers narrowly 


tipped white. 


southeastern ‘Texas close to Mexican border. Common throughout 
most of its semitropical and 
tropical breeding range. 

¢ FEEDERS Attracted to 
feeding stations with small 
grain, especially if scattered on 
the ground. Also attracted to 
birdbaths and garden pools. 


Plight Pattern 


j 
¢ POPULATION Casual in the US from southern California to 


Fast low direct flight on flashing 
rufous-red wings. 


; - ‘Twigs and grass ® tree or bush, 3-35 feet above sound ® built by both sexes 


Shape agy Location ge hy @% 


,, Plumage Sexes differ Habitat © 60 Go uw Migration Nonmigratory | Welé%t 1.7 ounces 


DATE a TIME. LOCATION 


¢ 2 white eggs; oval to elliptical, 0.9 x 0.7 inches. 
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Family COLUMBIDAE 


| teneth 11-12 inches | Wingspan 17_18 inches 


WHITE-TIPPED DOVE 
Sometimes called the White-fronted Dove or Wood 
Pigeon, this primarily Latin American bird lives in North 
America in the lower Rio Grande Valley of ‘Texas. Its 
wings make a whistling sound similar to the wings of 
a woodcock when it flies straight up in the air. woken 
About the size of a Mourning Dove but lacking forehead 
its pointed tail, a flying White-tipped Dove brown 
shows a white throat, forehead, belly, Upperwings 
undertatl coverts, and corners on the 
| 
| 
| 


rounded tail. Wing linings and 


axillars are chestnut in color. 
black bill 


white throat 


rounded tail 


gray breast 


white undertail 
coverts and belly 


purple-red feet MOURNING DOVE 
and legs Pinkish gray forehead 
sy and throat; gray 
¢ SONG Resembling a small deep-sounding foghorn in the tins underparts; long 
pointed tail with white 
: . ; . . ; tips on all but central 
® BEHAVIOR Feeds mainly from ground. Eats fallen tree earl feathets, 
seeds, prickly pear cacti, grasses, some cultivated grains such as .. Werneaancss Dove 
corn and sorghum, and large insects such as grasshoppers and da Gray tail with whité- 
crickets. Prefers to walk on the ground in dense understory. tipped feathers (except 
2 sandy brown central 
tail feathers); white 
crescents across wings 


thicket, 00-whooovo0 or hu’? w00 wo0000. 


Walks quickly away from intruders unless pressed into flight on 
whistling wings. Solitary or in pairs; never in flocks. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 14 days by both sexes. Young brooded form white edge on 
and fed by both sexes. Young fledge nest at 14-15 days. 2 or tien ME 
more broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Stable. 
Permanent resident of lower 
Rio Grande Valley of ‘Texas. 

@ FEEDERS Comes to seeds 
scattered on ground or to 
platform feeders positioned 
near thick cover. 


Flight Pattern 


Very swift direct flight with rapid 


wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Sticks and twigs or grass, fibers, and weed stems ® in low branch or fork of tree, 
shrub, or tangle of vines; sometimes on ground ® built by both sexes ¢ 2 cream 
Shape pg. Location @& Rip am or buff unmarked eggs; elliptical to oval, 1.2 inches long. 


OFS 


| PIM eet alg Weight 5 4 ounces 


-- -—- 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


I 


| Family pgrr-ractDAE 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Length 1516.5 inches | Wingspan 25_96 inches 


TH IC K- B I I Jl JE I ) PA R RC ail red forehead and 


A native of the Sierra Madre of northern evebrows 
Mexico, this chunky parrot formerly 
made rare visits to the mountains 
of southeastern Arizona and 
nearby New Mexico. It is 
restricted to pine forests for 

food and shelter, and it uses 
cavities for nesting that were 
often created by large 
woodpeckers, including the 
probably now extinct Imperial — 
Woodpecker, a close kindred to b/ack bill 
the Ivory-billed Woodpecker. In 
flight note the conspicuous red 
thighs, long pointed tail, and 

yellow bar under the wing on the 
greater coverts. 

e SONG Noisy. Utters smooth 

low kaahrr. Also makes loud harsh 
raucous kah-hah, kah-hah-hah-hah, 
resembling the laugh of a human. 
This bird’s extremely loud voice can 
carry over a considerable distance. 

® BEHAVIOR Eats mainly pinecone seeds but also takes 

acorns, grains, and fruit. Feeds in trees and on ground. Flocks 
will trail behind intruders in their territory, making shrill cries and 
shrieks. Roosts in flocks at night. Forages in small to large flocks 
during day, searching for pinecones. When they visited the US, 
often in autumn, these birds would stay days, weeks, or even 
months until pinecones were exhausted. _ 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. peter Hees 
¢ NESTING Incubation 25-28 days by female. Female fed by Slight 

male during incubation. Young remain in nest for 59-65 days. 

Young are initially fed by female for 9-11 days, then both sexes 

continue to feed. 1 brood per year. 


ecleS RAyychopsitta pachyrhyncha 


—e red shoulders 


——e green overall 


gray feet and legs 


blackish under 
Slight feathers 


¢ POPULATION Rare to very uncommon. Apparently declining 
in northwestern Mexico due to the destruction of pine forests. No 
wild birds in US. 

¢ CONSERVATION Attempts 
were made during the 1980s to 
establish a resident population 
in the Chiricahua Mountains of 
southeastern Arizona, but they 
were not successful. 


Swift effortless direct flight with shallow 
rapid wing beats. When foraging often 
glides from branch to branch between 
trees or from trees to ground. 


. ee ee 


No nest materials ® in cavity of conifer or snag @ 1-4 creamy white or glossy 


F shite eggs < 1.2 inches. 
Shape #*' BB Location white eggs, 1.6 x 1.2 inc 
p ay f 


ABE Sexes similar M dahthbgltco 24 Migration Nonmigratory | We'éot Undetermined 
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PE OTS sR 


| Family PsP PACIDAE | SPECIES Brysygeris versicolurus | Length 8_9 inches 


Wingspan 1314 inches 


r 


0 | 


WHITE-WINGED PARAKEET 


Sometimes called the Canary-winged Parakeet, this South American 


native makes its home in the forest, including parklands. ‘he 
pale teardrop 


only noted established populations from released or escaped shaped eye ring 


birds in North America peaked in Miami and in California 
in the mid-20th century; they have since declined. In 
flight, note the long pointed green tail, the colorful 


wing pattern of a green wedge in the forewing, 
yellow greatcr secondary and primary green overall @ 
coverts, white secondaries and inner 


primaries, and blue-green outer 


primaries. ‘This bird is also casy to hooked pinkish | 
identify in flight from below by its yellow to yellow- 
' tinged pale 


translucent white flight feathers. 
@ SONG Garrulous. While flying or 
perched gives a rapid repetition of 


brown bill 


shrieking metallic notes. When —___» yellow-and-white 


feeding has various chatters, border on folded wing 


chirps, and low muttering calls. 
© BEHAVIOR Gregarious; 
occurs in flocks of 8—10 birds, 
sometimes up to 50. Flocks 
break up into pairs during 
breeding season. Eats seeds, 
berries, fruit, blossoms, and 
buds of fruit and other trees. 


Presence difficult to overlook © long pointed Ye grayish pink 
aN R arts a 
ercen tail legs and feet : 


because of Its noisy vocalizations 
but difficult to see when perched because the dark green plumage blends well with the foliage. 
Frequents areas around human habitation in urban and suburban areas with tropical and 
subtropical ornamental plantings. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 26 days by female. Altricial young stay 
in nest 56 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 


An introduced species in south 


Florida, the Yellow-chevroned 


¢ POPULATION Exotic. Introduced into southern California Parakeet is growing in number, it 


and southern Florida, where they are now established, but differs only in that it lacks white 
: patches in the wing. 


declining from peaks in the 1970s and 1980s. Being replaced by 
Yellow-chevroned Parakeet, also introduced, which now outnumbers 
the White-winged Parakeet. 

® FEEDERS Attends feeders 
providing seeds and/or fruits. 

a ~ | Comes to birdbaths, pools, and 


ponds to drink. 
[ ® CONSERVATION No efforts 


Swift direct flight on rapidly 


in US because it is not a native 


beating wings 


species. 


Nest Identification 


Shape si Location a a na 


L = — 


No nesting materials @ in tree ¢ 5 dull white or pure white eggs; slightly ovate, 


0.9 x 0.7 inches. 


lumage Sexes similar | Habitate,e Jo Migration Nionmigratory | We'€t 1.9 ounces 


1) 


ATE TIME COLOCATION _ 
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Family CUCULIDAE Species Cyculus canorus Length 13 inches | Wingspan 29 inches 


- COMMON CUCKOO 


Like all cuckoos, this bird is named for the 
legendary breeding call of the male, which 
sounds like its name. A native of Kurasia and 
sometimes called the Eurasian Cuckoo, 
vagrants make rare visits to the Pribilofs 

and Aleutians during spring and summer. 


yellowish decurved 
hill with dusky tip % 


| Females exhibit two color morphs: the 
gray morph, which is identical to the 
male, and the more rare hepatic 
morph. Hepatic-morph females 
have rufous upperparts and are 
heavily barred on the head, 
back, wings, and tail; the 

rufous rump is unmarked or 
slightly spotted. Juveniles 

are brown or gray with a 

white spot on the nape. 

In flight it shows 
whitish underwings, 
and, like the Oriental 
Cuckoo, the shape 
of its long pointed 
wings and long 
tail resembles a 
small falcon. 

» @ SONG During 
courtship, male 

| sings coo-koo, often HEPATIC 
all night, but call rarely is heard in North America. Female has a loud MORPH 
chirping “water bubbling” trill of 4/a-4/u-A/u. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary; rarely found in pairs. Shy and wary, but 


° pale gray 
chin, throat, 
and upper 
breast 


@ ahite belly with 
NAaTTO® gray bars 


—e yellow feet 
and legs 


graduated tail with 
white terminal spots 


_, often perches in the open. Eats furry caterpillars as well as ge ORIENTAL CUCKOO 
insects and their larvae. ; Darker upperparts; paler 
AN . . : - : underparts; buffy 
¢ BREEDING Promiscuous. Brood parasite; females lay eggs in Wiaerall avert 


active nests of other species of insect-eating birds. * hepatic-morph females 
have barred rump. 


¢ NESTING Lays up to 25 eggs per season, each in a different 

nest; nests of warblers, flycatchers, wagtails, thrushes, and other 
birds. Incubation 11-13 days by 

| . c ster pare Sef | “he ‘O g 

| | Flight Pattern foster parents Aleric! il young 

| = stay in nest 20-23 days, tended 

: oy foster parents. 

+ 4S LATS, by foster parent | 
¢ POPULATION Casual in the 


Distinctive low-wing flight; wings are Pribilofs and Aleutians. 
barely raised above horizontal plane 


Accidental in Massachusetts. 
and depressed far below the body at 


the bottom of the downstroke. Common in native Eurasia. 


Lays single egg in nest of other incubating bird ® eggs may often resemble those 


of host bird but generally are larger ¢ 8—25 gray, blue, green, red, or brown eggs, 


Shape 2» Location BQ» with reddish brown, black, gray, and lilac markings; subelliptical, 0.9 x 0.7 inches. 


‘ = 
DATE =—s— ;—S——“C~i‘éST IKK : LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes differ 


Migration Migratory Weight 4.0 ounces 
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Family (UCULIDAE 


Species Cyculus saturatus | 8th 12.5 inches Wingspan 28 inches 


ORIENTAL CUCKOO 


‘his bird is a native of Europe and Asia and makes yellowish decurved 
bill with dusky up 


rare visits to the Pribilots and western Aleutians. 


‘The female has two color morphs: gray and 
hepatic. The gray-morph female is similar to 
the male. ‘he hepatic-morph female has 

; hy | blue-gray 
rusty brown upperparts, with heavy upperparts ® 
barring on the head, back, rump, and 
tail. Oriental Cuckoos often perch 
with their wings slightly dropped, 
while they slowly raise and lower 
the tail. In flight, note the buff 


belly barred with dark gray and 


gray throat 
and breast 


pale rufous underwings. Like 
the Common Cuckoo, these 
birds resemble a small falcon 
in flight because of the shape 
of the long wings and tail. 

© SONG Sings 4 clear 
hollow notes, a muted do-do- 
do-do. Song. is not heard in 
North America. 


@ BEHAVIOR Solitary. Sly, 
wary, and skulking; often 
sits hidden in thick 
vegetation. Eats fuzzy 
caterpillars as well as insects 
and their larvae. Flies low 


| 
| 


% 
to the ground with wings HEPATIC 
held h, : istically bs long dark gray MORPH 
veld characterisucally low graduated tail 
during flight. with white-tipped 
mm >) : tail feathers 
¢ BREEDING ail feathers 
Promiscuous. Brood parasite. 
COMMON CUCKOO 


e NESTING Lays eggs in 


. Lighter gray upperparts; 
the nests of warblers and 


paler gray underparts; 
lacks buffy undertail 
coverts. 


other birds that feed primarily on 
insects. Incubation 12 days by foster 
parents. Altricial young are fed by foster parents for 20-22 days 


before they fledge the nest. 
Flight Pattern 


Adults may lay as many as 
18-25 eggs per season, with 
each one placed in a different 
nest. 

® POPULATION Accidental to 
casual during migration on 
islands in Bering Sea. 


While flying, keeps wings low, not raising 


them above the horizontal plane, with 


deep downstroke ending well below body. 


Nest Identification 


| Lays eggs in nest of insectivorous host species ® white eggs, with dark reddish, 
gray, brown, or purplish spots; long subelliptical, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Weight 4 1 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


| 
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Family (UCULIDAE Species Coccyzus erythropthalmus 


BLACK-BILLED CUCKOO (~ 


r N e . ~ . 
[his shy bird spends most of its time 
skulking in deep wooded forests. In rare 


Length 44 


—~12 inches | Wingspan 15_17 inches 


instances, instead of incubating its own narrow red eye ring @ 
eggs it will lay its eggs in the nests of | 
Yellow-billed Cuckoos, Gray Catbirds, 
Wood ‘Thrushes, Yellow Warblers, or 


decurved 


- black ill 


Chipping Sparrows. In flight note the \ 

long, tail, which has small crescent- grayish brown e j 

shaped white spots on the tips of all upperparts j 

but the two central tail feathers, j 

and the uniformly grayish brown +e white underparts 
} 


wings and back. Juveniles are 
similar to adults but have a 
buff eye ring, paler undertail, 
and buff wash on the 
underparts, especially the 
undertail coverts. 

e SONG Generally 

silent. Repeated long 
monotone cu-cu-cu or &/aduated 
Cu-CU-CU-CU IN SeTIes Tat 
of 34 notes. Also 
gives series of rapid 
kowk-kowk-kowk 
notes all on a single 
pitch. Sometimes 
sings at night. 

¢ BEHAVIOR 
Skulks through thick vegetation in shrubs and trees. Often sits 
quietly on branch scanning in all directions before changing 
perches. Eats primarily caterpillars, especially hairy tent 
caterpillars, and other insects; occasionally eats small mollusks, 
fish, and some wild fruits. Often found in damp thickets and 

wet places. Engages in courtship feeding. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 10-14 days by both sexes. Altricial 
young stay in nest 7—9 days; fed by both sexes. Young leave nest 
before they can fly and climb 
around on nest tree or shrub for 
about 14 days. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon 
to fairly common. Somewhat 
dependant on caterpillar 


Often flies low and makes short flights populations; larger clutches laid 
from one tree to the next. 


oe 


gray legs 
_»® and feet 


e~ YELLOW-BILLED 
CUCKOO 

Yellow bill with dark 
tip; cufous primaries 


contrast with wing 
coverts and upperparts; 


larger white spots on 


undertail. 


when food ts plentiful. 


Wel yy ae 
, , p A 
Nest Identification si 
cE Dried twigs ® lined with fresh grass, leaves, pine needles, catkins, and 
vegetation ® in tree or shrub 2—20 feet above giound ¢ 2—5 blue-green eggs 


with dark blotches, 1.1 x 0.8 inches. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


| Length 11_13 inches 
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Wingspan 15_17 inches 
| 


p— 


7 y x “ 7 ab Fe 
Y KELL_LOW-BILLED CUCKOO 
Like most of the cuckoos, this bird prefers to perch 


unobtrusively tn thick forests or shrubs. Many decurved bill 
with dark upper 


rural people Know this bird as the “Rain Crow.” ; 
‘ mandible and tp 
Sometimes it lays its eggs in nests of the 
Black-billed Cuckoo but rarely in nests of grayish brown 
: . ~ “ upperparts 
other birds. It is often a casualty at “tower se! ai 
kills” while migrating at night. In flight, 
note the long tail and the contrast of rufous wings } 
rufous primaries against gray-brown wing ne 
’ ‘ ‘ . . ye OW 
coverts and upperparts. Ihe juvenile mands 
shows a paler undertail pattern, and the 
lower mandible may not be yellow. 
e SONG Often silent; song heard wihies 
more often in summer. A monotonous = underparts 
throaty ka-ka-ka-ka-kow-kow-kow-kow- 
kowlp—kowp kow/, pruning 
down and slowing at the end. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Slips quietly and 
somewhat stealthily through 
tangles; flies easily from tree to BLACK-BILLED 
tree. Often sits motionless on an CUCKOO | 
interior branch and slowly Pee ba ee 
< : eye ring, no rufous in 
surveys the surrounding 4 wing: gray andersideok Aan 
vegetation. Eats mostly hairy ~— large white spots tail with smaller 
caterpillars; also insects. larvae on black undertail crescent-shaped white 
ee _ , spots; voice differs. 
and small fruits and berries. | 
Sometimes eats small frogs MANGROVE CUCKOO | 
ail Tizagds aud dhe eaesok Gray-brown wings and 
anh = aa _ a <BE° " coverts; black mask 
other birds. Engages in extends past eye; 
courtship feeding in which the male lands by perched female, tawny-buff lower breast, 
climbs on her shoulder, and places food in her bill. adres, Hells, Hehe, ae 
; undertail coverts; 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. decurved black bill, 
mittee toes c So 6 ex ,¢ base f | 1e : 
¢ NESTING Incubation 9-11 days by both sexes. Altricial ele ak See ee lemon 
: = ¢ ‘ ; : ; mandible ¢ limited 
young stay in nest 7—9 days, fed by both sexes. Young leave nest range in Florida; 
before able to fly but remain in vicinity, climbing in branches; accidental on Gulf 


fed by parent for about 14 more days. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon to common. Somewhat dependent 
on caterpillar population; 
species produces greater 
number of eggs when plentiful. 
® CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant that has 
declined significantly over 


Direct flight with slow light steady wing om 
beats; often flies low from tree to tree with much of its range. 
flash of rufous in wings. 


Small sticks, with lining of leaves, grasses, mosses, bits of fabric, and catkins 
from oaks and willow trees ® so flimsy eggs can sometimes be seen from beneath 
* in tree or shrub, 2-12 feet above ground © built by both sexes ¢ 1-5 pale bluish 
grcen eggs that fade to light greenish yellow, unmarked; elliptical to cylindrical, 


Shape pg <> _ Location ial ea 
if 1.2 x 0.9 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitatee «@ @& & Migration Migratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Weight 3.6 ounces 


Family CUGULIDAE 
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Species Gvgcoccyx californianus | €"8th 2024 inches | Winespan 32 inches 


GREATER ROADRUNNER 


Able to run up to 15 miles per hour, this bird generally 


seems to prefer sprinting rather than flying. Because 

this large slender member of the cuckoo family 

habitually stays on the ground, it can be difficult to shaggy crest e 
see. Centuries ago, it was sometimes called the 


Ground Cuckoo because it would run along paths in 

front of horse-drawn carriages. ‘This shy solitary cinnamon, blackish, 
bird is the state bird of New Mexico. Look for the pela inde 
large streaked body, shaggy crest, and long tail 

that shows white tips when it is spread. In flight, 
the short, rounded wings reveal a white 

crescent in the primaries. Sometimes visible 

is a patch of bare skin around and behind 

the eye that shades from blue 
proximally to red to orange distally. 
e SONG A series of throaty 
descending dovelike coooos. Also 

a low, rolling precer-preeet. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Terrestrial. Often 
solitary. Eats insects, snakes, 
lizards, rodents, and small birds; 
some fruits and seeds. Runs on 
ground in pursuit of prey. Seldom 
flies. Pairs hold territory all year. 
Performs distraction display to 

lure intruders from nest. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
Solitary. May mate for life. 
Has unusual courtship 
display: male bows, 
alternately lifting 
and dropping its 
wings, while 
spreading its tail; 
parades in front of female with head held high on ridged neck and with tail and wings drooped. 


heavy black J 
bill hooked 
al lip 


short 
rounded wings 


‘uf 


CY fe white crescent 
on wings shows 
in flight 


long pale blue 
legs and feet 


Jong tail 


¢ NESTING Incubation about 20 days by both sexes, but male does more. Young stay in nest 
17-18 days, fed by both sexes. 1—2 broods per year. i 
9 De? 


POO 


Seay 


7 ¢ POPULATION Fairly Se 
‘light Pattern common to common. Local 


populations tend to decline 
after a severe winter. 

¢ CONSERVATION Often 
Mei ied or cosine obstacles, persecuted based on belief that 


alternates several shallow rapid wing beats they make serious inroads on 
with long glides. quail populations. 


‘Twigs, with lining of grass, mesquite pods, leaves, feathers, snakeskin, and horse 
yf 


or cattle droppings ® in shrub, tree, or cactus, 2-12 feet above ground ¢ 2 white 


to pale yellow eggs; elliptical to cylindrical, 1.5 inches long. 


ij Plumage Sexes similar Habitat di Ne hyd at he Migration Nonmigratory Weight 13.2 OUNCES 


- 


DATE TIME LOCATION _____ 
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wit ee 


| Family QUCULIDAE | Specles Cryryphaya sulcirostris | tenet 12-14 inches | Winespan 16-18 inches 
L “= es —— = —— 


GROOVE-BILLED ANI 


| asily distinguished as an ani by its black plumage and tts 


| parrotlike bill, this member of the cuckoo family often sleeps 


| oat night in communal roosts in trees with as many as thirty 
curved ride On 


lop of bill, lower 

(han crown @ parallel grooves 
compressed black bill has a series of three to four on upper 

@ mandible 


to forty birds. During breeding season, three to four pairs 


| of birds build and share one nest. [he laterally 


parallel grooves in the upper mandible that are 


difficult to see except at close range. It shows 
paler scalloping on the chest and back. 


® SONG Sings a liquid 11k -hoe with Mack overall with 


- himmering purple 
first upslurred note pore 
GANG CTCCH OCETIONES @ 


long tail e 


blackish gray e 
emphasized, repeated lees and feet 


10-12 times. ‘The vocalization 
has a flickerlike quality. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Follows livestock to pick ticks off 
their backs or eat insects swarming around them. Eats mainly 


Similar Birds 


SMOOTH-BILLED ANI 
larger bill with higher 


insects and spiders but also takes lizards, seeds, fruits, and sched culien stacking 


berries. Lives in groups of 14 monogamous pairs and several above level of crown; no 
additional “helpers” on permanent territories. All group grooves in upper 
mandible; voice differs 


members contribute to territorial defense, nest building, and 
© only in the East. 


rearing of young. Often dips and wags tail from side to side. 
COMMON GRACKLE 
Smaller long pointed 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Communal. bill; pale eyes ¢ male 


Groups often fly 1 at a time from 1 spot to the next. 


VW dicdeaawncciee " has long keeled tail. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 13-14 days by both sexes and by alpha 7 


male at night. Altricial young remain in nest 6—7 days, fed by all 


adults. First flight at 10 days. 
Flight Pattern 


A re 


¢ POPULATION Common to 
| lies low to the ground, alternating 


fairly common. Stable and 
expanding in Gulf Coast range; 


increasing in the tropics. Casual 


between rapid shallow wing beats and to accidental elsewhere. 


short elides 


Nest Identification 


Shape wa Location ca oo 
- Pepe 


} 
L es 


Sticks lined with fresh vegetation @ in low tree or shrub, 5-15 feet 
above ground © built by both sexes and extra birds ® nest may contain 


up to 16-20 eggs ¢ 34 pale blue eggs per female; oval to long oval, 


1 1.3.x 1.0 inches 


Plun ’ : : i H = j 
| Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat 0@ @ w% wz Migration Migratory Weight 3.1 ounces 


DATE. TIME. ————. || LOG ATION 
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Family Py PONIDAE pebetle Tyto alba im Lene 14-20 inches | Winespan 4347 inches 


BARN OWL 


Associating more closely with man than 
any other owl, the nearly cosmopolitan 
Barn Owl often roosts and nests in 
buildings and hunts in areas cleared 

for agriculture, particularly meadows 
and pastures. It is perhaps the most 
distinctive looking owl with its 

long legs and heart-shaped 

“monkey” face. ‘The unexpected 


no ear tufts e 


dark eyes e—— 


gasping screech of this owl golden tawny e— 
nearby in the darkness can upperparts 


raise the hair on the back of 
one’s head. Like other 
species of owls it can locate 
and capture its prey in total 
darkness using its hearing 
alone. ‘This is 

accomplished with 
asymetrically positioned 

ear openings, and the aid 

of the facial disks. 

¢ SONG Harsh hissing 
screaming grating 

whistling gasp, ececeeSE Eek. 
® BEHAVIOR Nocturnal. 
Feeds primarily on small 
mammals such as rodents 
and shrews, but occasionally 
takes small birds. May nest 


———e while to cinnamon 
underparts with spots 
barring in instead of streaks 


wings 


during any month of the year, 

and pairs are believed to mate 

for life. Many farmers encourage barring 
}. the presence of this excellent sila SHORT-BARED OWL 
J mouser in their barns. eee 
' @ BREEDING Monogamous. . streaked underparts; 

¢ NESTING Incubation 29-34 days by female. Semialtricial sisal 

young stay in nest 55-65 days. Fed by both sexes. 1-3 broods 

per year. 


¢ POPULATION Rare to 
uncommon. Stable in most 
areas, but some declines noted 
in the East. 

¢ BIRDHOUSES Nest boxes. 
© CONSERVATION Listed as 
threatened in some states. 


Qe aa NO iN | 


Nest lenti fication ; : ' ; ; a 
ae Sc Debris arranged into crude depression ® in tree cavity, barn loft, building, nest 


Shape By Od ii box, crevice, mine shaft, or cave ® 2—12 whitish <zgs, sometimes nest-stained; 
= short subelliptical, 1.7 inches long. 


Location /\ i efit] max ih na & ay 


TIME LOCATION 
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Family SP RIGIDAE Species (yy s flammeolus Length 6_7 inches 


FLAMMULATED OWL 


()ne of the smallest owls in North 


Wingspan 13 inches 


small 
America, the Flammulated Owl ts ear tufts 
also the only small owl with 


dark, not yellow, eves. Uhis chek wars 


. Cid 
owl’s ear tufts are minute me 
and hardly noticeable. The 
Flammulated Owl has two 
color phases, reddish and 
eray, with the former more aeny 
l . (Pula 
common tn the a ie 


southeastern part of the 
bird’s range. Vhe natural 


history of this diminutive 


@ grayish 


North American owl ts 
brown body 


REDDISH 
FORM 


poorly known. 
e SONG Boo-BOO] with 
emphasis on the second 


NORTHERN 
PYGMY-OWL 


I hinner; longer tail; 


note of the song. A series 


of single paired low 


hoarse hollow hoots 1s 
white underparts with 


given repeatedly at heavy streaking; lacks 


: Poa 
intervals of 2—3 seconds. car tufts: yellow eves: 


¢ BEHAVIOR Little is 
known. [he bird ts 


black nape patches; 


chiefly diurnal. 


WESTERN 
SCREECH-OWI 


Yellow eves; lacks 


nocturnal. It feeds primarily 


on insects, including moths 


taken in flight and arachnids brown bar in scapulars; 


has different voice. 


such as spiders and scorpions 


WHISKERED 
SCREECH-OWL 


Longer ear tufts; yellow 


gleaned from the ground or the 


foliage of trees in its habitat. 


Sometimes will take as its prey various small mammals or other nnbiag sah a 
- eves; different voice. 


birds. It frequents primarily open pine and oak forests and 
spruce-fir forests in mountains as high that are 8,000 feet. Nove: These are all permanent 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Sometimes has been observed residents of the woodlands in the 
living in loose colonies. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 21-26 days by female. Semialtricial 
young remain in nest about 25 days. Young are fed by both 


Flight Pattern 


West. Phere are no similar birds 


ranging in the East. 


sexes. | brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Widespread 
and common tn range, though 


slight declines are possible. 
Highly migratory; strays have 
made it to Florida and the Gulf 
Coast. 


Old woodpecker hole ¢ no lining © 15-40 feet above ground ¢ 2-4 white or 


! = 
Shana 2 : j creamy white eggs; about oval, 1.1 inches long. 
shape 6 Location + ds ai 
Plumage a 7 ‘ H i 3 j 
UMasE Sexes similar | Fab>itat ee oe a Migration Migratory Weight 1.9 ounces 


\TE sd TIME_ LOCATION 
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: | Family SPpRIGIDAE S A “eS Ott ICOM | Length 8_1() inches Wingspan 18 _24 inches 


| WESTERN SCREECH-OWL 


‘This small tufted owl, the western 
counterpart of the Eastern Screech-Owl, 
is found in a wide variety of habitats, 
‘| from wooded canyons, riparian gray to brown 
thickets, and deserts to orchards — upperparts with 
and the suburbs. It is more vermiculations 
4 and streaking 
often heard than seen. Over _ 
most of its range its plumage 
is generally gray, but Pacific 
Coast birds are more 
|| brownish in color. 
. ¢ SONG Repeated brief 
|| whistles accelerating in 
tempo in the pattern of a 
dropped ball bouncing to 
a stop; a short trill followed 
by a drawn-out trill. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Nocturnal; 
becomes active at dusk. 
Feeds on variety of small 
mammals, birds, reptiles, 
large insects, and arachnids, 
but the primary food 1s large 
insects. Small mammals 


car tufts @ 


© yellow eyes 


© dark bill 


ee 


large white Spots 
_—e on Scapulars 


Ne heavily streaked 
and lightly barred 
underparts 


‘ 
| 
| 


| carried to the nest to feed the ie as EASTERN SCREECH- 
| young often are decapitated by Ae OWL 
| i the adults. Surplus food is a j i May have rufous-red 
ee te : plumage; pale bill; 


| . cached in winter roosting dak aatens 
!) cavities. Roosts by day in . 
ij - ; ae WHISKERED SCREECH- 
—i| cavities or thick vegetation. -  oOW 
my OU . . e 2 : 
i Sedentary, often staying in the same Pale bill; different 
‘ji home range throughout the year; males may defend a territory voice; bolder streaking 
{ ; 


. ; : = lerparts. 
i, for as long as 10 months. Courtship begins as early as February ilk canal ta 


4 


| + when the male begins calling each night shortly after sunset to aera LATED ie 
y - sa . Jark eves; | ar | 
yj} attract a mate. The calls cease when a pair is formed. Se eee 
oh scapulars; different 


-| \ © BREEDING Monogamous. voice. 
|| @ NESTING Incubation 21-30 days by female. Semialtricial 
young stay in nest about 


| 28 days, fed by both sexes. 
.| 1 brood per year. 
Ml ¢ POPULATION Common; 


widely distributed over range. 
¢ BIRDHOUSES Will use 


' 
' 
i Buoyant silent flight with rapid man-made nest boxes. 
! wing beats. 


=F , Natural hole in tree or woodpecker hole ® may use old magpie nests ® no lining 
ere B Y=] added ¢ 5-35 feet off ground ¢ 2-6 white eggs, 1.4 inches long. 


Hi Location $ & ah ip 
Habitat Pot Migration Nonmigratory | “e'8Mt 5.4 ounces 


TIME LOCATION 
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Family STP RIGIDAE Species (ys asio Length 810 inches | Winspan 18_24 inches 


EASTERN SCREECH-OWL ban | | 
Perhaps the best-known owl in eastern North MORPH 


America, this small tufted bird is found ina 


: . : . /1 fted hea ie 
vreat variety of habitats, from wooded lots aaa 
: " @ \i llow CVES 
to urban gardens. It is able to flatten its 


ear tufts, which gives the head a rounded 
appearance. [here are two distinct color @ pale bill 
phases, reddish brown and gray, plus 
there are brown intermediates. Its 
voice Is not a screech but rather a 


mourntul whinny familiar to many. bright TUSTV @ 


: . : . brow NLlO 
@ SONG Series of melancholy 
tremulous whistles descending in 


e streaked 


gray DOA) 
gray boe underparts 


pitch; drawn-out trilling note. 
Simple to imitate. 

e BEHAVIOR Nocturnal: 
becomes active at dusk. Feeds on 
wide variety of small vertebrates 
and invertebrates, including 
insects, arachnids, craytish, 
mammals, amphibians, 

reptiles, birds, and fish. 


BROWN 
INTER. 


When using a cavity for a 
GRAY 


day roost, often will sit in 
: MORPH 


the entrance. When 
approached on tts roost, 
will flatten its body, 
erect its ear tufts, 


Similar Birds 
NORTHERN SAW- 
WHET OWL 
Smaller; lacks ear 


tufts; blackish bill; 
large white spots on 


white Spots ON e@ 


and close its eyes in scapulars 


an attempt to hide 

by blending into 

the background. 

¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous. 

¢ NESTING 

Incubation about 

26 days mostly by female. 
Semialtricial young stay in nest about 28 days. Fed by both 


upperparts; small 
white streaking on 
forehead, crown, and 


nape. 


WESTERN 
SCREECH-OWL 
Gray to brown; dark 
bill; different voice 


® western range. 


sexes. 1 brood per year. 

® POPULATION Widespread 
and fairly common, but with 
gradual decline. 

¢ BIRDHOUSES Will roost 
and nest in nesting boxes sized 
Buoyant flight with silent wing beats for wood ducks or flickers. 


Nest Identification 


Lined with feathers and debris from food ¢ 10-30 feet above ground in tree 


2 ; 
Shape YT") Location ha & F AY) ® 2-$ white eggs; round oval, 1.4 inches long. 
= 
Be 


PUMaEe Sexes similar | aol! qe $9 28 Migration Nl onmigratory Weight 5.9 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Family STPRIGIDAE ; / 


- @ SONG Brief series of 


- boot-boot-boot. A\so has 
irregular hoots that sound 


_ close to tree trunk. ‘Takes 

_ prey with feet from ground or 
_ foliage. Feeds primarily on insects 

“and other invertebrates, including spiders 

and centipedes. Responds well to imitation of call, often coming 
very close to investigate source. 


-@ BREEDING Monogamous. 


u 


Y 
B 


decom > 


© BEHAVIOR Nocturnal. 
Retires by day to concealed 
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Length 6_8 inches Wingspan 1618 inches 


WHISKERED SCREECH-OWL 
More often heard than seen in 

the wooded mountain canyons it car tufise 
prefers, this small owl with car 
tufts looks much like the Western 
Screech-Owl, whose range it 
overlaps. Therefore it is best to 
distinguish the Whiskered 
Screech-Owl by voice as well as 
by elevation, as it is generally 


@ yellow eyes 


© pale bill 


heavily streaked and e—— 
mottled gray-brown 
upperparts 


large white spots e— 
on Scapulars 


found higher in the 
mountains at 
4,000—6,000 feet. 


grayish white 
underparts with 
bold barring and 
vermiculations 


one-pitch whistles, Aoor- 


similar to Morse code. 


perch, often on limb sitting 


WESTERN 
SCREECH-OWL 
Different voice; dark 
bill; streaking on 
underparts not as bold. 


FLAMMULATED OWL 
Different voice; 
shorter ear tufts; 
dark eyes. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 21-30 days by female. Semialtricial 

young stay in nest about 28 
days; fed by both sexes. 1 brood 
per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common to common. Locally 
common and stable in limited 


Mothlike flight with rapid silent US range. 
wing beats. 


In tree cavity or abandoned woodpecker hole @ rerinant lining material 


© 10-30 feet above ground ¢ 2-4 white eggs, 1.3 inches long. 


VATE TIME LOCATION 


lumage Sexes similar | Habitat . ogy Migration Nonmigratory | We'€ht 3.0 ounces 


n y i is “oo = ang » ~- > . 
Family STRIGIDAI | Specles Bayfy virginianus Length 1825 inches | WinésPan 36_60 inches 
ie ae 
N x ryqx T ‘ y 
(GREAT HORNED OWL 
lhe most w idespread owl in 
North America and perhaps the 
most powerful, this owl often 
1/7 ALOT) e€ 
attacks animals much larges 
“5 WANCAA @ \" How eVES 
and heavier than itself, 
including domestic cats, “cect toda 
skunks, and porcupines. [ts disks 
color varies regionally from 
pale arctic birds to dark © white chin 
northwestern ones. and throat 
© SONG Series of 3—8 bold 
deep hoots, with the second 
and third hoots often 
; e mottled barred 
running together, Wao. brownish eray 
Whoo-whoo-whoo! Whoo! upperparts 
Whoo! Otten described as 
“You awake? Me too!” 
female's hooting is higher 
in pitch. 
© BEHAVIOR Chiefly Similar Birds 
nocturnal; becomes active ILONG-EARED OWL 
at dusk. Sometimes hunts Smaller and thinner; ear 
% pa ; tufts closer together; 
during the day. ‘lakes wide 7 
an. / vertical streaking, not 
Variety of vertebrates; horizontal barring, on 
primarily feeds on underparts. 
mammals, but also eats GREAT GRAY OWL 
birds. reptiles, and larger; lacks ear tufts; 
amphibians. Often cS RE IS 
jal ; facial disks ringed with 
aggressively defends nest dark brown concentric | 
and young to the point of circles; brown | 
striking humans who upperparts barred with 
: dark browns and white; 
venture too close. , 
whitish underparts 
® BREEDI NG N lonogamous. barred and streaked 
One of the earliest nesting with browns; yellowish 
‘ ” bare oat bill; long brownish tail 
: xCTeS } “OO ‘ ‘r . 
species, with Cees laid in winter. barred with dark browns 
¢ NESTING Incubation 28-35 days mostly by female. Young and white. 
stay in nest 35-45 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 
® POPULATION Fairly 
Flight Pattern common to common. 
Widespread. is 
® BIRDHOUSES Accepts 
artificial nesting platforms. 
® CONSERVATION Many are a 
Direct flap-and-glide flight with strong, 3 1 — é 
killed by hunters and farmers. 
silent wing beats. : 
Nest Identification 
\bandoned nest of larger bird © large cavities, broken-off snags, buildings, ledges} | ~~ 
= 2 5 Ss bY? : BY t 
Shape 1S ig Bie By | @ 20-60 feet above ground ¢ 1—5 dull whitish eggs; elliptical, 2.7 inches long. 
<<) 
Location 4%. eae f & iy a 
t a " B ie 4 as 7 
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AMERICA 


Habitat PS 


Plumage Sexes similar Migration Nl onmigratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Weight 3.0) pounds 
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Family STRIGIDAE Nissan | Length 20-27 inches | Wingspan 54.66 inches 


SNOWY OWL 


A heavy-bodied, large-headed owl of open 


areas, this bird breeds on Arctic tundra and i il ® e yellow eyes 

winters on grasslands, marshes, coastal eo “en 2 

beaches, and dunes. Regional crashes of , 4 © large head 
Arctic lemming populations force these without ear tufts 


owls far south in some winters. Vhis is our 
only all-white owl. Kemales and juveniles 


mak: ' ——— e all-white plumace 
are similar, and show more dusky barring / 


than males. iii 

e SONG Piercing whistle and bold, af F . i 

growling bark, £row-ow, which can carry * ay , a. ty eta 
for more than a mile. Usually silent 8) <7 « ~~ ib is i 
outside breeding season. a) hess wt 7 ’ 

¢ BEHAVIOR Active in daylight and een . *. 4 nous 

darkness. Often perches on ground or close bi) i ‘ee 

to it on posts, rocks, dunes, ice, hay bales, or “Payee : 

buildings. Eats primarily small mammals o . 


(voles and lemmings on breeding 
grounds), but takes some 
birds and fish. Male 
defends nest and 

young fearlessly; will 
give “crippled bird” 

, act to lure predators 

- away from nest. 

¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous. 

¢ NESTING 

Incubation 31-34 days 
by both sexes or female 
only. Young stay in nest 
14-21 days, fed by both 
sexes. First flight at 
43-57 days. 1 brood per 
year. Number of eggs depends 

on food supply; in poor lemming years, pairs may not breed. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common on breeding grounds; rare to 
casual south of breeding range. 
Stable because of remoteness 
from human disturbance. 


¢ CONSERVATION No issues 
reported, but many birds are 
killed when wintering south of 
normal range. 


more dusky 
barring 


dusky spots 
and bars on 
feather tips 
FEMALE 


BARN OWL 
White to cinnamon-butf 


underparts; golden-buff 
upperparts; heart- 


shaped face; dark eyes. 


Direct flap-and-glide flight with strong, 
deep wing beats. 


\ \ 


Simple depression @ unlined or minimally lined with moss, lichen, and plucked 


2 


grass ® on raised site with good visibility ® built by female ¢ 3-11 whitish eggs 


Shape pe = Location mm xis Z. "' 


PLAICE sides) Neg Migration Irregular Weight 4 () pounds 


TIME LOCATION 


that become nest-stained, short elliptical or subeiliptical, 2.2 inches long. 
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a nm 


Family STRIGIDAI | Species Gy ryig ulula Length 14-17 inches | Winéspan 33 inches | 


NORTHERN HAWK-OWL 


lhis crow-sized hawklike ow! of boreal 


forests and northern muskegs often perches 


conspicuously at the top of a conifer and 
slowly raises and lowers its long rounded e yellow eves 
tail in the manner of a kestrel. It has 


no ear tufts or “horns.” 


© SONG Rolling trilling, 2-syllable 


ff 


whistle, £///y-ki//y-ki//y-ki//y. 
e BEHAVIOR Chiefly diurnal 


but sometimes hunts at night. 


@ whitish facial 
disks with wide 
black bord 7S O7 


“sideburns” 
Very tame, often allowing close 
approach. Flies close to 

ground with rapid flapping 
and gliding when hunting: 


sometimes hovers. Eats 


small mammals up to the 
@ whitish 


underparts with 
heat y chocolate 
barring 


size of young snowshoe 
hares and birds as large 


as ptarmigans. 


dark brownish @ 
black upperparts 
with heavy white 
spotting 


Similar Birds 


a BOREAL OWI 
/ NORTHERN 
SAW-WHET OWI 


aes Smaller; short tail: 


long rounded 
har red tail e 
underparts are streaked, 


not barred. 


LLONG-EARED OWL 
GREAT HORNED OWL 
Ear tufts. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
@ NESTING Incubation 
25-30 days by female. Young 


Flight Pattern 


_| both sexes. 1 brood per year. 


® POPULATION Uncommon 
to rare. Remote from humans. 


stay in nest 25-35 days. Fed by 


Swift low flight; often alternates several 


rapid wingbeats with short glides 


Nest Identification 


Shape pg Be Location na > 


Habitat .@ @ ot ix Migration Nonmigratory 


DATE TIME__ : LOCATION 


Uses large cavities in trees and abandoned squirrel, crow, and hawk nests ® no 
idded materials ¢ 10-40 feet above ground ¢ 3-13 white eggs; blunt elliptical to 


oval to elongate oval, 1.6 inches long. 


Weight 1().5 ounces 


SS 


Plumage Sexes similar 


wees 


a 


Family ST RIGIDAE 


* 


Plumage Sexes similar 


DATE 


Species G/aycidium gnoma 
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Length 6—7 inches [ Wingspan 15 inches 


NORTHERN PYGMY-OWL hay td 


[his little owl of the West is about 


the size of a bluebird, but it 


fearlessly attacks prey larger than 


itself. In turn, it becomes the 
victim of harassment by 
songbirds and even 
hummingbirds when they 
locate it during the day. ‘The 
noisy mobbing activities of 
these birds may reveal the 
owl’s presence to birders. 
When perched, it often cocks 
its long tail upward at an 
angle. ‘Iwo black spots on 
the nape of its neck look 
almost like a pair of eyes. 
Regional variations in color 
produce birds with brown 

to gray plumage. 

¢ SONG Smooth whistled 
hoo or hoo hoo. Also rapid 
repeated /oo or fook notes 
followed by a single soo. 
Imitation of the call often 
attracts the owl or songbirds 
looking to mob it. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Chiefly 
nocturnal but often active in 


daylight, especially at dawn or 


dusk. Eats insects, small 
mammals, small birds, and an 


occasional small reptile. Relatively 
tame, allowing a close approach. 
Inhabits densely wooded canyons in 


foothills and mountains. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
¢ NESTING Incubation about 28 days by female. Semialtrical 


Direct flight close to ground with 
rapid wing beats. 


Shape By 


TIME 


Location $ & D> 


Habitat 9@ 9g Migration Nonmigratory | Wel8ht 2.2 ounces 


e@ yellow eyes 
rounded head e 


without ear 


tufts @ yellowish bill 


brown to gray e 
upperparts with 
white Spots 


© heavily 
streaked 
whitish 
underparts 


ROCKY 
MOUNTAIN 
long brown tail 

with white barring 


FERRUGINOUS 
PYGMY-OWL 
Rufous tail with dark 


barring; brown streaking 


on underparts. 


ELF OWL 
Smaller; short tail; lacks 
eyespots on nape; faint 


PACIFIC 
COAST 


streaking on underparts. 


young stay in nest about 

27-28 days. Fed by both sexes. 
Probably 1 brood per year. 

e POPULATION Fairly 
common to uncommon. 
Widespread. No evidence of 
decline in range. 


In natural tree cavity or woodpecker hole ¢ no lining ¢ 8-25 feet above ground 


e 2-7 white eggs, 1.1 inches long. 


LOCATION 
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| Fam STRIGIDAE Species G/yycidium brasilianum \*©°8 67 inches Wingspan 15 inches 


FERRUGINOUS PYGMY-OWL = 


I his very small long-tailed owl inhabits 


cottonwood riparian, mesquite thicket, and yellow eyes @ 
saguaro desert habitats. A bold little 


predator, it is often noisily mobbed by 


other birds. Its streaked head lacks 


ear tufts, and it often can be seen 
nervously flicking its long barred 
rufous tail. Like the Northern 
Pygmy-Owl, two black spots 


e@ streaked head 
without ear tufts 


on the nape of its neck 
reddish brown e 


resemble a pair of eves. maeeroare 
© SONG Fluted notes, 
puk-puk-puk; rapid, 
repeated took up to 
50-60 times. 


@ whitish buff underparts 
long barred with brown streaking 


reddish tail 


LP OWL 
Smaller; short tail; no eye 
spots on nape; faint 
streaking on underparts; 
facial disk has black 
border. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Diurnal, 

but often most active at dusk 
and at dawn (crepuscular). Often 
roosts in dense cover. Frequently 


NORTHERN PYGMY-OWL 
Brown tail with white 
barring; heavy blackish 

‘ . brown streaking on 

gets mobbed by songbirds, which 


underparts ® inhabits 


attracts attention to the little owl. keeds primarily on large denser forests at higher |» 
insects and arachnids, also taking some small vertebrates. Male Siewanvon) Say TOU Sv 
cadie ti | ‘ ; deserts; inhabits montane 
eecds female and young in nest cavity. and foothill woodlands in 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. the West. 
¢ NESTING Incubation about 28 days by female. Young 
remain in nest 27-30 days. Fed 
Flight Pattern by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Uncommon. 
Endangered or threatened in 
limited range in US. 
Widespread in tropics. 
Rapid direct flight with unmutfled ® (CONSERVATION Concern 
wing beats. p . : 
over small populations. 
{ 
In tree cavity or cactus; usually in old woodpecker hole ® no material added 
© 10-30 feet above ground ¢ 3-5 white eggs, 1.1 inches long. 
t 
f 


Plumage Sexes similar | abitat y a uv Qe Migration Nionmigratory | Wel8ht 2.2 ounces | 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family STPRIGIDAE Species Wicrathene whitneyi Wingspan 15 inches 
| ELF OWL 


At about the size of a chunky 
sparrow, this is the smallest owl in 


HOCar @ 


the world. It can be recognized by 
, /ufts 


| its size, small round head, lack of 
ear tufts, and short tail. ‘Vhis 
species is perhaps more often 
heard than seen. 

e SONG Puppylike chuckling 
and yips; erratic series of high 
chirps, and chattering notes. 
Amazingly loud for such a 
small owl. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Nocturnal; 
becomes active at dusk. 
Roosts and nests in 


-© yellow eyes 


@ mottled grayish 
brown body 


—e while spotting 
on scapulars 


woodpecker holes and 
in natural cavities in 
trees, saguaro, and 
utility poles. Feeds 

| primarily on 

| insects, arachnids 
¥ 


—e whitish underparts with 
ochre-brown streaking 


t 

| 

‘ FERRUGINOUS 

P PYGMY-OWL 

i short tail NORTHERN 

t PYGMY-OWL 

Longer tails; black 

fo” ; : eyespots on nape; 

_ (including scorpions), and some heavily streaked 

q small vertebrates. Catches some insects in flight with its feet. unde: parts; diurnal 

: ¢ Northern Pygmy- 
, BREEDING Monogamous. 7 id Owl inhabits montane 
¢ NESTING Incubation 24 days by female. Young stay in nest Sand foothill woodlands 


in the West. 
28 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. ia eb 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common. Scarce along lower 


Colorado River and in southern 
‘Texas; still abundant in 
— southern Arizona; almost 
eliminated in California. 
¢ BIRDHOUSES Will 
occasionally roost and nest in 
man-made boxes. 


Mothlike flight with silent wing beats; 
sometimes hovers and hawks. 


hadi 


In old woodpecker hole in tree, utility pole, or cactus ¢ no lining added ¢ 
15-50 feet above ground in sycamores or 10-30 feet above ground in saguaros ¢ 
1—5 white eggs, 1.1 inches long. 


TIME LOCATION 
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Family SPRIGIDAE Species jrpene cunicularia \ “©°8h 9_11 inches Wingspan 2() 24 inches 


BURROWING OWL 


his long-legged, short-tailed little 


owl inhabits grassland and prairies, white streaking e 
but in its range it also can be found on head 


wth 


in similar habitats near humans such — ere 


as golf courses and airports. In the 


West the Burrowing Owl often ts brown 
associated witl airie dog upperparts 
associated With prairie GOg TOWNS, ik an i bie 


and the historical poisoning of the spotting @ and throat 


prairie dogs also brought declines 
in the owl’s populations. ‘The owls 
use an abandoned burrow for 
their nest and daytime roost, 


usually after some additional a. a © spotted 


. Bry 
, y®, \ white chest 
Qn Pind 


digging to enlarge and reshape it. 
e SONG High melancholy cry, 
C00-C00-T00 OF CO-hO0; ittering 
series of chack notes. If 

disturbed in nest, young give 
alarm that mimics the buzzing 
of a rattlesnake. 

¢ BEHAVIOR ‘Terrestrial. 
Primarily nocturnal and 
crepuscular. Perches on 

ground, fence posts, utility é : 
wires, rocks, or mounds near \e. shard teil 
burrow during day. Inhabits 

open country where it feeds 

primarily on large insects, some 

of which it catches in flight, and 

small mammals. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Often colonial. 
e NESTING Incubation 21-30 days by female. Semialtricial 
young remain in nest 28 days, fed by both sexes. ‘Typically 
1—2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common but local. 

¢ BIRDHOUSES Will nest in artificial man-made burrows. 


® CONSERVATION Endangered or threatened over much of its 


range. Declining because of 
Flight Pattern 


Ne white to buff 
underparts with 
brown barring 


er 


@ Jong legs 


SHORT-EARED OWL 
Larger; long tail; short 


underparts. 


prairie dog and ground squirrel 
poison-control programs and 
habitat loss. Many killed by 
automobiles. Some attempts at 
management being made due to 
declining local populations. 


Buoyant, sometimes erratic flight, with 
show silent wing beats; may hover briefly 


above prey. 


Nest Identification 


Shape oy ip Location gumm: 


Plumage Sexes similar | Mabitat we Migration Some migrate | “e'€t 5.3 ounces 


DATE TIME. LOCATION 


Lined with cow manure, horse dung, food debris, dry grass, weeds, pellets, and 
feathers ® built by both sexes, but male does more ® 7-10 white nest-stained 
eges (446 in Florida); round to ovate, 1.2 inches long. 


legs; buff-brown; heavily 
streaked upperparts and 
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Species Syniy gecidentalis Length 16-19 inches | Wingspan 45,48 inches 


© /arge, puffy | 
head without 
car tufts 


AMIIY STRIGIDAE 


SPOTTED OWL 


Although it is the western 
counterpart of the Barred Owl 
in shape, size, and habitat 
preference, this owl lacks the 
barring and streaking of that 
species. Its dark brown 
plumage is heavily spotted 
with white on the 

underparts and upperparts. 
‘This secretive bird 

inhabits dense, moist old- 
growth forests and deeply 
wooded canyons. 

e SONG 3-4 barking 
notes, Whoo-whoo-hoo-hoo. 
Also gives low, hollow, 
ascending whistle, 
sounding like cooo0-wee. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Nocturnal 
and seldom seen. 

» Perches inconspicuously 
/ in dense cover during 
‘the day. Feeds 

primarily on small 
mammals, some 

} birds, and large 

. insects. Hybridizes 

} with Barred Owl, 
which is becoming 

* more Common in its 

f northwestern range. 

Le BREEDING Monogamous. Faas, breast; streaked 
ip @ NESTING Incubation 28-32 days by sw ; ; underparts. 
} female. Young stay in nest 34-36 days. \ 
Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Rare to uncommon. 
Listed as endangered in the Pacific Northwest and threatened in 
the Southwest. Does poorly in a oe 
second-growth forests. Ko } See S 
¢ CONSERVATION Federally PG 
protected. Affected by loss of 
old-growth forest habitat from 
logging and by hybridization 
with expanding populations of 
Barred Owl. 


@ dark eyes 


—e rh dark brown 
and liberally spotted 
white overall 


BARRED OWL 
Barred chest and upper 


GREAT GRAY OWL 
Larger; grayer; streaked 
underparts; yellow eyes. 


W} Short flights with quick wing strokes; 
longer flights series of silent strong wing 
beats followed by short glides. 


Vest Iden 


Location na ay ee | (a 


lumage Sexes similar | Habitat epg Migration Nonmigratory | We'8ht 1.3 pounds 


PATE TIME LOCATION 


Simple scrape ® hollow in tree, cave, or crevice ® on cliff or in tree 30-160 feet 
above ground ® sometimes uses abandoned nests ® built by female ¢ 1—4 white 


eggs with faint tinge of buff; elliptical, 2 inches long. 
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Family OpRIGIDAE Species Gury ouria Length 1724 inches | Winespan 50_60 inches 


BARRED OWL 


| he “hoot owl” of southern 


laree, round e- 
head 


swamps, this puffy-headed owl 
can also be found in woodlands. 
It lacks ear tufts, is stoucly 
built, and is heavily streaked, 
spotted, and variegated 
brown, buff, and white. 
This is one of only three 
large owls with dark eyes 
in North America. 

¢ SONG Usually 8 or 
more drawn-out notes, 
“Who cooks for you; who 
cooks for you-all?” Call is 
drawn-out, descending 
hoooAwlll/. Group of 2 or 
more owls make a loud, 
excited caterwauling. 
Often heard in daytime. 
Responds readily to 


Se horizontal 
barring on upper 
breast 


heavily streaked 
paler underparts 


ape aie ae brown 
imitations of its call by upperparts 
coming closer and often es heavy 
sashes 
calling back. —. 
; SPOUTING 


¢ BEHAVIOR Mostly 
nocturnal and crepuscular 
but often active in daylight. 
Preters deep woods; inhabits 
conifer, riparian, and swampy 


habitats. Feeds on wide Similar Birds — 
variety of animals, including A. i = GREAT GRAY OWL 
small mammals, birds, frogs, long Much larger and grayer; 
alt cae. Wana & aa £ barred tail | yellow eyes. 
salamanders, lizards, snakes, fish, 
large insects, crabs, and crayfish. , SPOTTED OWL 
— , , White spotting on 

s . Son | 

BREEDING Monogamous. aueleapants, sie Oanieie 


‘Thought to pair for life. ‘ or streaking ® western 
e NESTING. Incubation 28-33 days by nee 
female. Young stay in nest 42 days. Fed by both sexes. 


1 brood per year. 
Flight Pattern : 


¢ POPULATION Very 


common to common and 
Short flights with steady, shallow wing 


widespread. Swamp habitat 
population in the South has 
diminished. Range increasing 
now in the Northwest, where 


beats, longer flights on silent rapid wing ee : . 
hybridizes with Spotted Owl. 


strokes followed by short glide. 


- Nest Identification 
5 In the East uses abandoned nests ¢ 15-80 feet above ground in tree ¢ 2-3 white 


Shape Od pvom Location a i A> | eggs, 2 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | 4>!tat ope @ ux Migration Nonmigratory | We'€ 1.4 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION H 
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Family SP RIGIDAE Species Gy 7y nebulosa Length 24 33 inches | Wingspan 54_60 inches 


= 
GREAT GRAY Owl 4 laree facial disks with = 
Although this is the largest North heavy concentric circles 

American owl, the Great Horned Owl is 
heavier. Long-tailed and large-headed, the 
Great Gray Owl has huge facial disks 
crossed by a series of dark gray concentric 
circles that make the yellow eyes seem 
small. It inhabits deep boreal forests and 
open muskeg bogs. 

e SONG A bold, deep, booming 
hoo-hoo-hooo; also utters single- 
note hoots. 


barred, vermiculated, ee 


mottled gray plumage 


——@ 10) (7 lusts 


@ yellow eyes 


white 
mustache 


© black chin 


heavily streaked 
underparts 


Similar Birds 


GREAT 
HORNED OWL 
Has ear tufts. 


BARRED OWL 
Smaller; browner; 


dark eyes. 


SPOTTED OWL 
Smaller; brown overall 


long tail 


with heavy white 


spotting on head, 


¢ BEHAVIOR Nocturnal and 
) crepuscular; often active in daylight. Fearless and 
| often tame enough to allow close approach by humans. 
Widespread winter food shortages in the North often cause 
large, irruptive flights far south of normal wintering range. As in 
other owls, male feeds brooding female and young in nest. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 28-36 days by female. Young remain 
in nest 21-28 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Rare to 
uncommon. Most of this bird’s 
range is remote at present from 
human impact. Decline in 
numbers being experienced in 
southern parts of range probably 
is because of habitat loss. 


upperparts, and 
underparts; dark 


brown eyes; brown tail 
barred with white and 
dark brown; yellowish 
bill; whitish facial 


disks with brown 


concentric circles and 


bordered dark brown 
® western range. 


fo j 
Sean pe 


Silent direct flight with quick, deep wing 
strokes or with several powerful wing 


beats followed by a glide. 


Abandoned nests ¢ 1—50 feet above ground on broken-off tops of snags and 


Shape location y = stumps ® 2—5 white eggs; short elliptical to short oval, 2.1 inches long. 


BeMARS Saves similar | Habitat ope Yue Migration Nonmigratory | “e'8ht 1.7 pounds 


DATE TIME LOCATION . 
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Family OPpRIGIDAE Species 4 sig ytus 


LONG-EARED OWL 


[he most slender and most nocturnal 


Length 1316 inches | Wingspan 36 49 inches 


of the large owls is perhaps the most IONE (1OS€-SEL @ 
IACKISH €QT 


Luft 


overlooked. It is hard to detect because 
of its cryptic coloration, shy habits, and 


the ability to “freeze” against a perch “© yellow eyes 


with body flattened. Uhis owl often 
uses the same winter perch day after 
day, resulting in a large accumulation 


of pellets and droppings beneath it; mottled e rusty facial disks 


. 7 / R 
this telltale evidence can be used to Cree © 


locate the roosting owl above. 


Although the female ts larger, both 
sexes appear similar. Frequents a 
wide range of habitats, from desert 

—e mottled buffy-white 
| Aas att with heavy vertical 
me: tal streaking 


oases to riparian thickets to dense 
coniferous woodlands. 

© SONG Melodic low hoots, guoo- 
quoo-quoo, and long Aoos. Sometimes 
sounds like a barking, whining 
puppy. Virtually mute outside 
breeding season. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Nocturnal. Roosts 
perched close to tree trunk in 
thick cover during day. Hunts 
over open fields and marshes. 


Feeds primarily on mouse-size 
mammals; sometimes takes 
small birds. Otten 
gregarious On roosts In 
winter. Accumulated 

pellet contents below 


GREAT HORNED OWL 
Much larger, stouter 
build; ear tufts farther 


apart on head; 


horizontal barring 


roost can reveal local diet, 
beneath (not vertical 


as the undigested bones, streaking). 


® /ong tail 


eC ‘ -xoskeletons of 1 
teeth, and exoskeletons of its Suiciiemannrs Gri, 


prey are compacted within them. Chooses abandoned nest of me Buffer below: shotces 


squirrel, crow, hawk, or heron as its own nesting site. car tufts; diurnal. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 


e NESTING Incubation 


26-28 days by female. — 
Semialtricial young stay in nest 

23-26 days, fed by both sexes. 

1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon 

Buoyant silent wing beats. Ear tufts to locally common; may be 


flattened back on head in flight. more common than suspected. 


Nest Identification 
lypically does not build nest © uses abandoned nests; sometimes tree Cavity 


¢ suspected of sometimes evicting crow ¢ 4-30 feet above ground in a tree 


Shape Location a t as ¢ 2-10 white eggs; elliptical, 1.6 inches long. 


Plumage Seyes similar Habitat ggg J@ Migration Northern birds migrate | We'8ht 8.6 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes similar 
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Length 1317 inches | wingspan 38-44 inches 


SHORT-EARED OWL ae hi. | 
dark facial disks that ShOTE Cat y 


yy 

: WY yy, 

A big-headed, short-necked owl of become paler farther © fufts ie | 
i ty hy Y, 


grasslands and marshes, this bird is often from the center e 
seen quartering low over vegetation 
during the day. With tawny to buff-brown 
plumage, it shows large buff wing patches 
on the upperwing and a dark “wrist” 
mark on the underwing in flight. The 

ear tufts are very small and difficult to ; 

. A lawny lo e— 
see unless the bird is perched. It has a gy prowy 
streaked buff to whitish belly and : 
white undertail coverts with faint 
streaking. Its diurnal activities make 
it frequently visible. 


@ heavily 
streaked head 


yellow fo e 
OTANEE eVeS 


e@ heavily 
streaked 
upper breast 


e SONG On breeding grounds this 
owl gives a loud eeee-yerp; a high- 
pitched grating waowk, waowk, 
waowk, like the barking of a dog; or 
a toot-toot-toot-toot-toot. When on its 
wintering grounds, the Short-eared 
Owl usually remains silent. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Nocturnal and 
crepuscular; may hunt in late 
afternoons or on overcast days. 

Flies back and forth low over the 
ground, dropping feet first with 
wings held high onto prey. May 
perch on post or shrub to watch 

for prey. Feeds primarily on small 
rodents but also takes some small 
birds of open habitats and large 
insects. Uses crippled-bird display to 
lure intruders away from the nest or young on the ground. 


LONG-EARED OWL 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Sometimes forms small colonies. Smaller buff upperwing 


© NESTING Incubation 24~37 days by female. Semialtricial 
young stay in nest 21-36 days. Fed by both sexes. ‘Typically 
1 brood per year. 


and black wrist patches; 
heavily barred 


underparts; large ear 
tufts; nocturnal. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common. It has disappeared in parts of its 
southern range because of 
habitat loss. 

¢ CONSERVATION The main 
conservation concern for this 
owl is a degree of habitat loss to 
agriculture and also loss due to 


Buoyant erratic flight with flopping killing by shooting. 
wing beats. : 


Nest Identification 


Shape -9¢- <> gy Location gex ud 


Habitat ves Migration Some migrate 


Shallow depression ¢ lined with grass and feathers * on ground @ built by female 
¢ 3-11 white eggs that become nest-stained; short elliptical, 1.5 inches long. 


Weight 11.1 ounces 


‘ 


DATE __ TIME. = LOCATION 
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Family STRIGIDAE SPeCles A eyo/ius funereus Length 8 12 inches | Winespan 2(_26 inches 


BOREAL OWL Hat-topped head ¢ 


| his small flat-headed owl 1s seldom | 


seen because it is strictly nocturnal 


and sits concealed close to the 
trunk of a thick conifer when on 


its daytime perch. Its white whitish gray @ tours 
facial disks with 


blac k bord 7 


5 : 5 + yellow eyes 
facial disks are bordered 
with black. During irruptive 
ae p @ pale bill 
flight in winter, when this 


; 7 * r sO ( | 
owl comes far south of its deep brown e 


normal winter range into the — wpperparts 


middle and eastern US, most eA heavy 


; : white spotting 
individuals seem to be le aalate 


females and many are found 

—e whitish 
underparts with 
heavy chocolate 
streaking 


seeking shelter in buildings. 
Juveniles are similar to adults 
on the upperparts, but they are 
a rich chocolate brown below 
with a dark brown facial disk, 
whitish upturned mustache, 
and a white wedge between 
the eyes that spreads above 
them on the forehead. 

@ SONG Resembles high- 
pitched ringing “mg, fing, ting, 
ting. Brief series of tremulous 
hoo notes. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Nocturnal. 
Solitary. Prefers thick old 
growth coniferous forests. Feeds 
primarily on small rodents and 
other small mammals, rarely on 


NORTHERN 
SAW-WHET OWL 
Smaller; dark bill; white 
streaked head, not 


small birds. Males cease singing 
after they are mated. 

¢ BREEDING Polygamous. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 26-37 days by both sexes. Semialtricial 
young stay in nest 28-36 days. Fed by female with food brought 
by male. 1 brood per year. 


spotted ® juvenile has 
tawny-cinnamon 
underparts without 


streaking. 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon. 
Flight Pattern Northern populations in no 
danger; status of western 
populations not well known, but 
the Boreal Owl 1s vulnerable to 
logging operations. 
Short flights on rapidly beating wings; 


longer ones more buoyant with shallow ¢ BIRDHOUSES Will use 
somewhat fluttering silent wing beats. man-made nest boxes. 


In tree cavity, usually a woodpecker hole © no lining added © 20-80 feet above 


ground ® 2-6 white eggs, 1.3 inches long. 


DATE TIME_ LOCATION 
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Family SP RIGIDAE Species Avoy/ius acadicus Length 7_8 inches Wingspan 17_20) inches 
| 


‘ 
| NORTHERN SAW-WHET OWL brown forehead and 
ae 3 crown with liberal 

The incessant call of the male Northern ehiie sosalina 
Saw-whet Owl during breeding season : 


sounds like a saw being sharpened or 


: : Smt he pale buff to AM) iy 
whetted. Some winters numbers of this ‘Ayparmich (Sh ” 
: = : ee ‘ i \ ——e whitish 
little owl are found well south of the facial disks e eyebrows 


normal breeding range. ‘This species 


is one of the smallest owls. Note the —e while 
a 
i 
i 
| 


= “ ; natch 
lack of ear tufts, dark bill, and ee saz 
. . blackish e 7 ye 
white eyebrows. Females are hill 
larger than males. Juveniles 
have tawny-cinnamon chestnut-brown 
underparts, chocolate-brown upperparts with 
ari cones heavy white and 
upperparts with white — buff spotting 
spotting, and a bold white Y 


from beak to eyebrows. 


e SONG Repeated 1-note 
whistle of 400, f00, too, too, too 
or sch-whet, sch-whet, 
sometimes for hours at a 
time. Sings during breeding 
season only; singing 
decreases after mate is 
attracted. Voice may 

carry 0.5 mile or more. Af 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary , 
or in pairs. Eats small 
rodents, large insects, birds, and 

, bats. Hunts primarily at night. Perches low, searching for 

_ prey, then flies down and snatches it with talons. ‘Territorial birds 
often respond to imitations of their call by speeding up the rate 
of their calling; often attracted to playbacks of their call. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 26-29 days by female. Semialtricial 
young stay in nest 27—34 days. Fed by both sexes: Male brings 
food, then female feeds young for about first 18 days. 1 brood 
per year. 
| 

| 


white underparts with 
reddish brown and 
dark brown blotches 
and streaks 


unmarked white 
undertail coverts 


BOREAL OWL 
Larger; white face with 
blackish border; darker 
brown head with 

contrasting white spots; 
pale bill. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common. Declining. 


= ¢ BIRDHOUSES Uses nest 
i Flight Pattern 


boxes about the size of Wood 
——-—-—~—-—----—---—~-—~-—-~---~--~-- ze i 


Duck boxes. 

®¢ CONSERVATION Declining 
Silent buoyant direct flight with fluttering 
wing beats. 


in parts of range due to habitat 
. Nest Identification 


and adelgid tree kills in high 
Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat o@ ee ix Migration Most do not migrate | Wel8ht 2.6 ounces 


peaks of southern Appalachians. 
DATE TIME LOCATION 


No nest materials @ in tree cavity, abandoned woodpecker hole, or nesting box, 
14-60 feet above ground ® 4—7 white eggs; oval to ovate, 1.2 inches long. 
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eng eee Ow 


SPecles Cpyrdeiles acutipennis 


Length §_9 inches Wingspan 2023 inches 


! a . oe 
| Family CAPRIMULGIDAE 


LESSER NIGHTHAWK 


Although it has a similar appearance to its larger 


cousin, the Common Nighthawk, this bird 


pale supercilium 


| 
| 
| 
| gencrally has a much lower flight and the male 
| does not power dive during its mating 


display. Phe white primary bar, which is pale gray, black, buff, e 
and cinnamon pattern 
on crown, nape, and 


upperparts 


buffy on females, ts slightly nearer the tip 
of the shorter rounder wing. The male 
also has a white tail band and buffy 
underparts with light barring. ‘The whe 


female has a buffy throat. ‘This throat 


cryptically colored bird of western 
arid and semiarid lowlands 
becomes torpid in cold weather 
when food is lacking. Juveniles 
are similar to females. 
e SONG On breeding 
grounds the Lesser 
Nighthawk utters a 
quick low chuck chuck. 
It also has a soft 
froglike trill. In fact, 
one former name of 
this bird is the 
‘Trilling Nighthawk. 

¢ BEHAVIOR This 


is a crepuscular and 


rounded 
wing lips 


© white bar 
ACTOSS primaries 


@ Jong barred + 


nocturnal bird. slightly notched tail 


Insectivorous, it 


forages for food by 
flying near to the ground, catching insects in the air. 

Feeds late into the morning, unlike most other nighthawks. It is 
attracted to bright outdoor lights for feeding on flying insects. 
Wanders wildly for food; not territorial. Males perform an aerial 
courtship display. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Loosely colonial. 

© NESTING Incubation 18-19 days, mostly or entirely by 
female. Young semiprecocial; first flight at 21 days, fed by both 
sexes. | brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION ‘The Lesser 
Nighthawk is fairly common in 
its habitat. While it is rare in 
migration on the Gulf Coast, it 
is casual in winter in Florida, 
Darting flight with quick and erratic wing ‘Texas, and (¢ lalifornia. 


beats; often changing direction; buoyant. 


Flight Pattern 


Nest Identification 


Shape & LOCATION ppmme 2ei2: j= 


? 


dots; oval to elliptical oval, 1.1 x 0.8 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat, se Migration Migratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


No nest ® on bare ground, atop sand or pile of pebbles, occasionally on flat 
gravel roots ¢ 2 white to pale gray eggs with small gray, brown, and lavender 


Weight 1 8 ounces 


COMMON NIGHTHAWK 
Longer, more pointed 


wings; longer tail; white 


band on primaries; 
darker overall; voice 
differs; power dives. 
COMMON PAURAQUE 


Long rounded tail; 
shorter rounder wings. 


| 


Family CAPRIMULGIDAE 
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(COMMON NIGHTHAWK 


Like all members of the nightjar family, the adult bird flutters its 


gular pouch during intense heat to cool itself. ‘The eggs and 
nestlings are sometimes carried to another location if 
temperatures become extreme. ‘The female is similar to the 
male, but has a buffy, rather than white, throat and lacks 
the white tail band. Juveniles also lack this tail 

band. Note the long pointed 

wings with the white 
bar through the 
primaries, and the 
mothlike flight of 
the “bullbat,” 
which is the 
colloquial name 
used for this 
nighthawk in the 
South. Although 
predominantly grayish 
brown overall, there is much color 

variation over the large North American range. 


white e— 
throat 


e SONG Has raspy nasal somewhat froglike call of 

peeant ot beant. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in small groups. Sometimes migrates 
in large flocks in fall. Crepuscular and nocturnal, but often feeds 
day or night, catching insects in flight. Eats a wide range of 
flying insects. Attracted to street lights and other outdoor lights 
at night to scoop up swarming insects. Bird species seen by 
many because of its habit of feeding over towns and cities. 
Skims over lakes and streams to drink water from surface. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. Male displays with a 
courtship power-dive, at the end of which the air rushes through 
his wings, making a loud sw-7-7-7-r-oonk sound like a rubber 


“band or banjo string being plucked. 


© NESTING Incubation 19-20 days, mostly by female. Young 
semiprecocial; first flight at 21 days, fed by both sexes. 

1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common but declining in parts of continent. 
¢ CONSERVATION 


common in towns and cities 
with the introduction of flat 


Darting flight on long pointed wings with 
erratic twists and turns and changes of 
direction. Wing beats slow and steady. 


elliptical oval, 1.2 x 0.9 inches. 


LOCAtION ems xic4 ‘KE a 


lumage Sexes similar 


0 ___ TIME. 


LOCATION _ 


Species Chordeiles minor | *©°8Y 810 inches 


grayish brown 
2» overall 
J 


Neotropical migrant. Became 


graveled roofs in mid-1800s as 
well as increased use of outside 
lighting, which attracts insects. 


| Wingspan 21_24 inches 


long dark 
pointed wings @ 


notched tail 
with thick 
white band 


© distinctive white 
bar across primaries 


Similar Birds 


LESSER NIGHTHAWK 
Shorter, more rounded 


wings; whitish bar 


across primaries slightly 


closer to tip; paler 


upperparts with more 


uniform mottling; 


generally flies closer to 


ground; does not power- 


dive; voice differs. 


ANTILLEAN 
NIGHTHAWK 

Smaller; shorter wings; 
more fluttery flight; 


much more buffy 


overall; voice differs 


® rare In eastern range. 


Lays eggs on rocks, small pebbles, abandoned fields, stumps, fence rails, and 
even on tarred or graveled roofs; 0-8 feet above greund ¢ female chooses site 


¢ 2creamy white to pale olive-buff eggs, with brown and gray speckles; oval to 


Habitat 9,¢@ se 1% 2 Migration Migratory 


Weight 2 2 ounces 
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Family CAPRIMULGIDAE Species Nyctidromus albicollis 


Leneth 10-11 inches | Winespan 21_23 inches 


COMMON PAURAQUE ian 
 &§ 


A primarily tropical nightjar that reaches the northern 
limit of its range in south ‘lexas, the Common Pauaque 
is very busy at night when it can be heard singing for 


hours. The name “pauraque” is an imitation of the 
| | black-blotched 


Spanish rendering of its call. It flies low to the scapulars, boldly 
ground and sometimes feeds for insects in edeed buff 
the beams of automobile headlights. In — —s 
10 > > ‘te he i ; patcn 
flight, note the white bar crossing upperparts cryptically piich-cwunled 


the primaries and the patterned with black, grayish crown 


huff, and pale gray e 


long rounded tail projecting 
well beyond folded wing-ups 
sg when perched 


white 
throat 
chevron 


‘e white tail stripes thick white 
TUN length of tail band on WING 
midway between 

outside and center 


barred underparts, 
vermiculated black, 


short rounded wings fs 
erent rusty, and buff 


white tail patches on the long rounded tail. ‘he female resembles the male but with a pale buff 
to cinnamon bar on the primaries and buffy tail patches on just the outside up of the tail. Easily 
overlooked when not calling. On the daytime ground roost the camouflaged birds are almost 
invisible against the dead leaf background until flushed. 
e SONG Call is a slightly burry low purrr or a high wheer. Song 
is a loud whistled pac, puc, puc, puc p week ER, sounding like 
who-who-who-are-you? 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary. Crepuscular and nocturnal. Sings most gerne ieeiiaaeiins 
: : : = song, pointed wings; 
often on moonlit nights. Perches low or hunts from ground for long, notched tail: 
insects, then catches in flight. Eats a variety of flying insects. voices differ. 
‘Typically flies close to ground. Roosts on ground during day. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 
e NESTING Incubation 
estimated at 19-20 days by both 
sexes. Young semiprecocial; fed 
by both sexes. Age at first flight 
unknown. 1—2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common in 
south ‘Lexas and the tropics. 


Nest Identification 
No nesting materials © on bare ground ® 2 buff to pale pink eggs, marked with 


fine reddish brown dots; elliptical-oval, 1.2 inches long. 


Flies low on slowly beating wings; darts 


erratically, changing courses; buoyant. 


Shape Location mm gex 


de 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitatae Je @ oe Migration \}onmigrator Weight 1/8 ounces 
fe iy: 


DATE TIME : LOCATION 
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Family C APRIMULGIDAE Species Phalaenoprilus nuttallii | “©°€Y 7_8 inches Wingspan 4 1_13 inches 


COMMON POORWILL 


‘The smallest of the North American nightjars, this bird 
is the western counterpart of the eastern Whip-poor- 
will. It primarily feeds at night. ‘Though all but its 
southernmost population migrates, the Common 
Poorwill is the only bird Known to hibernate. 
| It sometimes returns to the same rock 
crevice each winter. In flight, 

note its small size, short, 

rounded wings that 


mixed mottled brownish 
gray to pale gray plumaz 


——e black throat 
and sides of 
face 


© broad white 
hand over throat 
and dark breast 


white-ipped 
black outer tail 
feathers 


lack white patches, 
and the rounded tail with grayish underparts 
white tail corners. Male and mottled dark gray 
, female are similar, but the male has a and black 
larger bolder patch on its tail. his bird is more 
often heard than seen. 
¢ SONG Has cry of poor-will or poor-willy or poor-willow, 
repeated 30-40 times per minute. ' WHIP-POOR-WILL 
‘» © BEHAVIOR Solitary. Nocturnal. During day, roosts hidden Locally in southwest 
: Se ‘i e larger longer tail with 
on ground in shrubs and grasses. Flies close to the ground at 
night searching for food or sits on ground watching for prey. 


we ee ees 


large white corners 
(male) or buffy tips 


Eats night-flying moths and other insects. Birds have been (female); voice differs. 
found in a state of hibernation during extremely cold weather. = 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. ~ \ ed 

¢ NESTING Incubation “ay / TEKS 


SGD, 
20-21 days by both sexes. es 
Young semiprecocial; fed by 
both sexes; first flight at 

20-23 days. 1-2 broods per year. 
Flits on silent wings with quick shallow ¢ POPULATION Fairly 


wing beats. 


common; widespread, stable. 


On bare soil, pebbles, or atop small pile of leaves, usually shaded by bush or 
grasses ® 2 white to pinkish white eggs, sometimes spotted or mottled with 


Shape By -se Location som ae violet; oval to elliptical oval, 1.0 x 0.8 inches. 


| plumage Sexes similar Habitat aC ve A Migration Migratory Weight 1.8 ounces 


, ) _TIME___ = LOCATION 
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Species Cyprimulgus carolinensis | +©8M 11-13 inches | Wingspan 24 5 25.5 inches 


™ anh F4 7 In ] ] ee L 
CHUCK-WILL’S-WIDOW 
‘True to its name, this bird can be heard singing chuck-will’s-widow 
continuously in the early evening on a summer's night in the rural South. 


The largest North American nightjar is shy and will often flush at the 
slightest disturbance, fluttering away on silent wings like a huge 


— 


| Family CAPRIMULGIDAE 


long grayish 


‘The female is similar to > male b as te 7: 
brown moth. ‘The female is similar to the male but has tan supercilium 


feathers on her throat and in her tail corners. 
e SONG A bold chuck-w1//’s-W1D-ow in 4 parts, with 
the chuck low-pitched (sometimes inaudible at a 


distance) and the other 3 notes clearly brownish red 
throat with white 


half-collar 


. : rounded wings 
whistled, with emphasis on the wd. 


While hunting, may give low 
growl or croak in flight. 


long rounded 
tail 
tawny buff- 
brown mottling 
overall 


buff-tipped outer tail 
feathers have white 

inner webs aoe 
some whitish feathers 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary. Nocturnal feeder. While in flight, form bar on tips of 

catches numerous insects at a time with its cavernous mouth, lesser wing coverts 
which has a 2-inch gap and rictal bristles in its corners to aid in 
trapping prey. Eats mainly insects and an occasional small bird, 


which it swallows whole. Roosts like other nightjars, perche 
hich it swallows whole. Roosts like other nightjars, perched Wee cone-waL. 


parallel to the limb or on the ground, where its cryptic plumage fete Smaller; grayer; rufous 
makes it all but impossible to see unless it moves. Roosts on the | g bar on shoulder; voice 
same perch daily differs © male has more 
nee ; oo. white in tail and white 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. crescent at lower edge 
¢ NESTING Incubation 20-24 days by female, who will move or black shigab® female 
saat fads eat A, a | , led t has dark brown throat, 
nancial me fac oR : , siete ‘ ss 
eggs if nest ts disturbed. Semiprecocial young brooded by buiteaieciiase, andl 
female; remain in nest approximately 17 days, fed by female. pale buff tips to outer 
Female tends young until independent. 1 brood per year. tail feathers. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common in pine-oak and live-oak 


woodlands, as well as in 
Flight Pattern 


deciduous forests. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. May be 
declining due to habitat loss 
from lack of proper forest 
management. 


Easy buoyant silent flight with flicking 


wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


No nest materials © on ground atop dried leaves, shaded by dense trees or 
ground cover ® 2 shiny pinkish cream or buff eggs, with brown, lavender, or gray 
markings; oval to elliptical, 1.4 x 1.0 inches. 


DATE _ TIME LOCATION 


Shape do LOCAatiON mums 


Dp : ist 
| Plumage Sexes similar 


Weight 4.2 ounces 
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SPecles Cyprimuleus ridgwayi mnesPan 15 inches 


BUFF-COLLARED NIGHTJAR 


r N . . . . . . 
his quiet bird is a rare visitor to the desert canyons 


Length g_ 


_ Family CAPRIMULGIDAE 9 inches 


of extreme southwestern New Mexico and | Whiaw 
southeastern Arizona. The female is similar to 
the male, but her brownish gray tail has a 


cinnamon trim whereas the male’s has PP OMONS SOY 
white. ‘The ecology and breeding RS so 
: ; mae ie es a7 grayish brown plumage on hindneck 
biology of this nightyar is overall, cryptically 
essentially unknown. patterned with black 
and pale gray 


» dusky 
throat 


narrow white 
collar separates 
throat from breast 


» brownish gray 
tail with white blackish brown 
corners primaries with 
cinnamon-rufous bars 


| grayish buff 
¥ : : : ae underparts with dark 
@ SONG Has call of rapidly accelerating hollow clucks, ending in a hoa haryinn 


sharp note, cuk-cuk-cuk-cukacheee’a, resembling katydid’s song. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary; nocturnal. Roosts on ground during day. 
Hunts close to ground or from ground for insects. Sometimes 


| seen sitting on quiet roads at night. ¢ = WHIP-POOR-WILL 
Darker color with bolder 


¢ BREEDING Presumed to be monogamous. eee: 
pattern of spots, bars, 
¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Incubation is and vermiculations; 
believed to be about 21 days by female. Semiprecocial young lacks collar; very 


= different voice. 
are assumed to be fed by both sexes. 


© POPULATION Rare to accidental, but in summer is a regular in 

the desert canyons of southeast 
Arizona and southwest New 

Mexico on the Mexican border. 
Also accidental in southern 
California. Increasing and 
expanding north of the US 
border with Mexico. 


Easy flicking wing beats, buoyant and 
usually silent. 


No nest ® on dried leaves or bare ground in shade ® 1-2 pale buff eggs, thickly 


spotted with lavender and brown; elliptical to subelliptical, 1.0 x 0.8 inches 


DATE ___ _ TIME LOCATION 
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| Family CAPRIMULGIDAE | Species Cyprimulgus vociferus | Length g_1() inches | Wingspan 1619.5 inches 


WHIP-POOR-WILL : 


| 
lhe Whip-poor-will is best located and identified by its 


distinctive calls. It is nearly impossible to see because it 


tends to sit on the ground or lengthwise on a branch, 


and its pattern closely matches the leaf litter of the @ while e lars 


j 4 ” / 
wood lots it frequents. “Whips” have rounded wings vecklac eyes 


that when folded do not reach to the up of the tail. 
Males are similar to temales but the throat 1s 
bordered with white and the tail has large 


white patches. 


e SONG A loud, clear whip-poor-wt// 


@ dark throat 
often repeated at night in eastern 


with a buff 


birds; call is more coarse among border 


southwestern birds. 


lone fail with buff {Ips e 


FEMALE 


Similar Birds 


CHUCK-—WILL’S WIDOW 


Lacks wing bars and 


¢ BEHAVIOR Incubating or perched birds often allow a close 


approach. ‘hey fly close to the ground at night and catch large Bleeds wiki aaidltail 
flying insects, especially medium to large moths. ‘Vheir large ¢ breeds throughout 
much of North, 
Southwest. 


| eyes, like those of other creatures active at night, reflect light 
with a red eye-shine. In rural areas, birds often sit along dirt or 

COMMON NIGHTHAWK 

Yellow undertail coverts 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. « sinime ta Wastes 


e NESTING Incubation 19—20 days by female. Rockies, and much of 
, the Southwest. 


gravel roads in the open at night. 


Semiprecocial young stay in nest 20 days. Fed by both sexes. 


1—2 broods per year. 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon. 
Flight Pattern Flas declined in the East in 
recent decades because of 
ee. » habitat loss caused by 
at pr > . ; forest fragmentation 
and development. 
Erratic mothlike flight. Male hovers ® CONSERVATION Species 


during display, with slow smooth flight 


federally protected. 


K-ggs laid on flat ground on leaf litter © 2 whitish eggs marked with brown and 


gray overlaid with brown, olive, and lavender; 1.2 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar Habitat 9¢@ 1 a2 Migration Most migrate Weight 2 () ounces 


DATE __ TIME ; ; LOCATION 
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Species Cypseloides niger 


Length 7_7.5 inches | Wingspan 15 inches 


| Family ApPODIDAE 


BLACK SWIFT 

The largest of the North American swifts, the Black Swift is rarely seen 
away from nesting sites because it spends most of its time thousands of 
feet in the air, traveling over the lofty mountains and canyons of its 
habitat. Flocks of these strong fast high-flying birds will follow storm 


clouds for more than three hundred miles to feed where insects 
gather in the warm air mass. In flight, juveniles of this species 
show faintly blacker underwing linings. 

e SONG Heard infrequently. A harsh clear call of 

cl-chi-chi-chit or plik-plik-plik-plik-phik. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Flies and 
travels in flocks, although the 

flocks often are small. 


long curved 
scimilar-shaped 
WINES @ 


silvery 
e forchead 


blackish overall e— 


MALE 


JUVENILE 


long slightly forked tail, 
showing fan shape in flight 


Its habit is to feed while flying, eating various insects and spiders that are floating and flying in 
| air columns. It also drinks water on the wing and dips its body on the surface of the water to 

1 bathe. Males and females copulate in midair. Often this bird soars with its tail spread. It prefers 
| to make its nest on seaside cliffs, in the mouths of caves, or 

j behind waterfalls in canyons. ‘The Black Swift may become 

torpid during extended cold periods, and its young are able to 


VAUX’S SWIFT 


( survive without food for several days when cold stressed. | 
/ Smaller; short, squared 
| e BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. tail; paler underparts 
Pa ‘ ~ ‘ear J : | c | . 
¢ NESTING Incubation 24-27 days by both sexes. Altricial a 
young do not develop strong feet and grasping ability early as do 
| “ec 
other swifts, and as a result they 
| stay in the nest for about 
| 45-49 days, fed by both sexes. 
1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Uncommon. 
Stuff shallow wing beats, slow and more ¢ CONSERVATION 
leisurely than other swifts. Soars on Neotropical migrant. 
thermals and updrafts. 
Little mud: mostly ferns, algac, moss, and other plant material ¢ lined with 
| fine rootlets ® on ridge of cliff near water, mouth of cave, or behind waterfall 
Shape —> Location eg e 1 white egg, may be nest-stained; long oval to cylindrical, 1.2 inches long 
ma : 
| 


Plumage Sexes similar 


Habitat A a 


Weight I. 6 ounces 


Migration Migratory 


DATE = i TIME LOCATION 
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amiaee 
—_ APODIDAE Species Cp yerura pelagica Length 55 inches | Wingspan 42_12.75 inches 
| | 


CHIMNEY SWIFT 
Often referred to as “a cigar with wings” because of 
its flight silhouette, this is the only swift 
normally found in eastern North America. 
Named for its habit of building nests 
inside chimneys or air shafts, 1t uses its 
gluelike saliva to attach its nest to 

the brick or concrete and to bind 


together the individual sticks. 
Adult birds feed their young 
until they are old enough to fly 


bla ki sh e 
gray bill 


out of the chimney. In fall 
migration, hundreds may swirl 


e@ short c1gar- 


shaped body 


above a large chimney at dusk 
before dropping into it to roost blackish e 


for the night. This bird has i legs 
and feet —e sooty gray 


become so adapted to life in 
overall 


man-made structures that it 

now is a common summer 

species sweeping the skies over 

our towns, cities, and suburbs. 

¢ SONG Bold chattering; rapid 
twittering calls cascade down from above. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Eats flying 
insects and ballooning spiders in the air column. long narrow e— 
Catches food while flying. Roosted and nested in curved WINgs 
hollow trees before Europeans settled North America; 

now uses chimneys and air shafts. Almost always seen on 
the wing. Aerial courtship and mating with courtship V-ing 
display — pairs flying with wings held in extreme dihedral V 


*" 


above their backs. 

@ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary or colonial. Sometimes 
with helpers at the nest. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 19-21 days by both sexes, sometimes 
with the aid of helpers. Young altricial; stay in nest 30 days, fed 
by both sexes, but female feeds more. 1 brood per year. 


Similar Birds 


VAUX’S SWIFT 
Smaller; shorter wings; 


paler underparts and 


rump; voice differs; 


soars less frequently. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common in range. Has 
increased dramatically with the abundance of artificial nesting sites 
created by European settlement 
of North America. Rare in 
southern California. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant that 
winters in South America’s 
Amazon Basin. 


Rapid batlike flight on stiff swept-back 


wings alternates with long sweeping glides. 


Darts erratically. Soars on thermal drafts. 


Half saucer of sticks and saliva @ hollow interior of tree, chimney, air shaft, 


vertical pipe, silo, barn, open well or cistern, fruit cellar, or side of building 
¢ nest built by both sexes ¢ 2—7 white eggs, may be nest stained; long oval to 


| Location la +e 
= | tcon 


| 
| Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ae ope Je sx 


DATE TIME - a LOCATION 


cylindrical, 0.8 x 0.5 inches. 


Migration Migratory Weight () 8 ounce 


BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA e 381 


Family ApODIDAE Specles Chaerura vauxi Length 44.5 inches | Wingspan 11.5 inches 


VAUNX’S SWIFT (- 


r X . ‘ . . - . . . . e 
[his small swift of the forested regions of the Northwest is similar in | 


appearance and actions to the Chimney Swift, but their ranges do not Cin 
overlap. Furthermore, this little swift soars much less frequently. Its 2 


sooty brown plumage ts paler below, especially on the throat and 
upper breast, as well as on the grayish to brownish gray 
rump and uppertail coverts. ‘This species has only 
recently begun to adapt to nesting in chimneys. 

¢ SONG Often gives high thin chippering 
and twittering calls. In courtship 


flights it utters faint rapid twitter, 
8 | blackish e— 


fap h_rhih_rApayerpt_rhewmes Z 

chip-chip-chip-cheweet-cheweet. gray bill ony bree 
‘ia? BEHAVIOR Gregarious. _—e overall 
| Singles, pairs, or flocks of pale gray throat 

20 or more birds. Aerial. and upper chest 


Catches insects in flight. 
Practices courtship and 
copulation while flying. 

Breaks off twigs for 

nesting materials with 

feet in midair. In the 

beginning of the 

breeding season courting 

birds display by flying 

with wings upraised in a V 
position. Frequently feeds 

over water, flying close to the 

-| surface, and often flies rapidly 
and fairly low over foothills and 
highlands; may also fly at great heights. Frequents burned-over 
forest areas, where it nests in hollow snags. Like other swifts it 
cannot perch but clings to vertical walls to roost at night. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Loosely colonial. 


¢ NESTING Incubation about 18-20 days by both sexes. 
Altricial young remain in nest 20—28 days, fed by both sexes. 

1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly common in woodlands near water. It is 
rare in winter in southern California. Casual along Gulf Coast. 


© CONSERVATION 
Flight Pattern 


short rounded tail 
—* with spiny tips 


\ 
~ 


Ne blackish gray 
legs and feet 


Similar Birds 


CHIMNEY SWIFT 
Larger in size; longer 


short cigar-shaped 
body 


wings; darker overall; 
broader darker rump; 


dark underparts extend 
up to throat. Louder 


chattering call; greater 


tendency to soar; 
different geographical 


range. 


- 4 BLACK SWIFT 
Larger; darker overall; 


slightly notched tail; 


silvery white forehead; 


soars frequently. 


Neotropical migrant, wintering 
from central Mexico to northern 
South America. Vulnerable to 
old-growth timber harvesting 
and the removal of large snags 
from forest. 


Fast low flight with bursts of rapid fluttery 
wing beats, alternating with glides for 
short periods. 


Nest Identification 


Shape — Location ha 2 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat pp 9¢ @ se Migration Migratory Weight ().6 ounce 


DATE J TIME LOCATION. -._—_ —— 


‘Twigs and conifer pine needles held together with saliva to inside wall of hollow 
tree, hollow snag, and occasionally a chimney ® built by both sexes * 3—6 white 


eggs, may become nest stained; long oval to cylindrical, 0.7 x 0.4 inches. 


2 4. 
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Family 4 pODIDAE 


Specles Hiryndapus caudacutus 


| WHITE-THROATED NEEDLETAIL 


[his large powerful swift may be one of 


Length 7 5_8 5 inches 


Wingspan 2() inches 


the world’s fastest-flying birds. A native 


of Eurasia, it sometimes visits the blackish brown and 


outer Aleutians in the springtime. In green-glossed crown, 
face, and nape 


flight its extensive white undertail 
coverts and short rounded tail, 


———* 


combined with its thick body, 
while 


white forehead and throat, set it 
forehead @ 


white flanks and 
2 undertail coverts 


apart from other swifts. Seen from . 
above in flight it shows white Lo 
patches on the tertials and a light 


brown back with a pale patch 
while € 


fading almost to white. Viewed at 
throat 


very close range the needlelike 
quills projecting beyond cach 
feather in the tail are visible. 
e SONG A rapid high-pitched 


chitter, given most often when 


© blackish brown 
upper breast and belly 
birds are chasing each other. 

e BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Flies 
and forages in large flocks and 


short tail with 
needlelike quills 


seems to be in the air constantly. 
Roosting habits poorly known. 
Catches food tin flight. Diet consists 
almost entirely of flying insects. 


Flight typically consists of upward 
flutters or downward swoops, 


with green gloss 


comprising several quick suff wing 
strokes followed by fast raking and 
twisting glides. Frequently soars. 
Inhabits skies over cities, timbered 
ridges, and hilltops. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 
e NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. 
Estimated incubation 17-23 days by both 
sexes. Young altricial; brooded by female; remain in nest 
estimated 45-55 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Casual in 

Flight Pattern spring on Alaska’s outer 

Aleutian Islands. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 
logging operations in mature 
Very swift flight with several rapid wing forests with trees that have 
PE AES BE SPCR RNE Ae hollows suitable for nesting. 

10 l g 


Nest Identification 


Shape By Location & a> ha 


DATE : ___ TIME LOCATION 


—_——e black wings 
| 
| 
| 


No other species of swift in North 
America is similar in shape, size or 
pattern of plumage. 


Various materials glued together with sticky saliva ® in cavity of tall tree ¢ built 


by both sexes ¢ 3-6 white eggs; long elliptical, 1.2 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar Weight 4.2 ounces 


’ 
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Family ApODIDAE Species Anus pacificus Length 7.75 inches Wingspan 19_21 inches 


~ FORK-TAILED SWIFT 

‘This proficient flier from Eurasia makes occasional 
summer visits to the Aleutian and Pribilof 
Islands off the western Alaskan coast. Like 
most swifts it has strong claws that are 
helpful in clinging to cliffs, buildings, 

and other surfaces, and a stiff tail to 

-| prop it upright while perched on 
walls. If seen from above while 
in flight its white rump ts 
conspicuous against the dark 
plumage. ‘The white throat ts 
less evident as the bird 

twists, wheels, and dives in 


blackish brown 
P overall 


long deeply 
forked tail 


flight. ‘The deeply forked ‘ 

tail looks long and pointed ohip * 
< < é @) , 

until the bird flashes it eon 


open in banking flight. 
Juveniles are similar to 

adults but have whitish 
foreheads and pale edging 

to their feathers, giving them 
a scaly appearance overall. 

e SONG Call is an abrasive 
2-syllabled spee-err. Also gives 
a short chatter with each note 
being distinct, chree-chree-chree- 


| chree-chree. 


© scaly pattern 


on belly 


¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs, small 
- groups, or flocks. Forages for flying 
. Insects in the air column and catches 
food in dashing, wheeling, and diving 
| flight. Frequents mountains as well as 
’ areas of human habitation, where it nests 
in the crevices of cliffs and under roof eaves, 
often close to water. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 19-22 days by both sexes. Young 
altricial; brooded by female; 
stay in nest 41-53 days, fed by 
both sexes. 1—2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Casual to 
rare visitor to North America in 
the summer season on the 
western Aleutian and Pribilof 


No other swift in North America has 
a forked tail, white rump patch, and 


mostly dark underparts. 


Plight Pattern 


Rapid dashing flight on stiff rapidly 
beating swept-back wings, alternating : : 
with gliding flight. islands in Alaska. 


Grasses, mosses, and leaves, bound together with sticky saliva ® in ridges of cliffs 
or under crevices of roofs, close to water, occasionally in abandoned nest of other 


birds ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 2—3 white eggs; elongated oval, 0.98 inch long. 


IATE TIME. LOCATION ___ eee 
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Cones 


T oe ae ig ; . 
| Family A pODIDAE SPECIES A ergnautes saxatalis Length 6_7 inches 


| WHITE-THROATED SWIFT a 


Wingspan {314 inche 


¢ 
{ 
an 


Possibly the most rapid flying North American bird, the White-throated 
Swift has been seen fleecing from Peregrine Falcons at estimated speeds of | 
more than 200 mph. ‘Uhis darting black-and-white swift 1s associated 
with steep cliff faces in mountain canyons and on the coast; recently 
has started to nest under freeway overpasses and bridges. In flight 


from below it shows white underparts from the chin to midline at 
the end of the belly, a large white oval patch on each flank that 
is visible from above and below, and a long, forked tail that 
often looks pointed tn flight when not spread. 


| 
© SONG 2-3 birds flying together utter 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 


black 


piercing laughing fe he he he. Distinctive upperparts e 


: ; ; ; ®@ black bill 
high liquid to slightly screechy 
twittering and trilling calls. \ , 
£ © white chin 

and throat 


‘e white center 
of breast 

[Ong NATTOW WINES @ 
| 


black-and-white 
underparts 


black legs and feet 


long forked taile 


VIOLET-GREEN 

¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Aerial. Eats wide variety of flying SWALLOW 

insects and ballooning spiders. Catches food while in flight with ™ Shorter broader wings; 
entirely white 


the cavernous gaping mouth that ts characteristic of all swifts. 
underparts; solid white 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Courtship is performed flank patches extend 
entirely in flight; birds copulate in air, with male and female onto sides of rump; 
; ; : : ; . netallic green 
coming together from opposite directions, locking on, and ee 
oat ; ‘ina upperparts with purple 
pinwheeling downward through the air, sometimes for more gloss; slightly notched 


than 500 feet. tail; slower more 


Onn . . , buoyant flight. 
© NESTING Incubation 19-21 days by both sexes. Young . | 


altricial; leave nest at approximately 30 days, fed by both sexes. 
1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common in 
mountainous country near 


Flight Pattern 


Sgt». B 


canyons, cliffs, and sea cliffs. 

© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant that 
winters from Mexico south into 
Central America. 


Swift flight, alternating rapid shallow wing 
eats with long glides. Soars and glides at 
high speeds. Darts, swoops, and abruptly 


| 
a 
| 
| 
| 
‘ 


hanges direction. 


Nest Identification 


Sometimes flimsy or well-rounded cup of feathers and grasses cemented 


together with saliva and glued to wall of deep crack or crevice ¢ built by both 
sexes ® 3-6 white eggs; long-oval to cylindrical, 0.8 x 0.5 inches. 


Migration Migratory Weight 1.1 ounces 


E _ __.___., FIME___ _ _ LOCATION 


= Shape <> cg Location Od Re eg 


aces — 


P| Mm wel . A 
uMAEE Sexes similar 


Habitat 4 a. 
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Species Cynanthus latirostris 


BROAD-BILLED HUMMINGBIRD 
| 


Family "TROCHILIDAE 


Length 3_4 inches _[ Winespan 5—6 inches 


[he Broad-billed Hummingbird frequents ih bar ante 
dry scrubby vegetation in the semidesert, black tip @ 
low foothills, and canyons of the Southwest. 


The male’s tail is blue-black and deeply glittery green e 
forked, while that of the female is square- upperparts 
tipped to slightly forked with white-tipped 
outer tail feathers. 
e SONG Chattering se-dif call is very similar 
to that of the Ruby-crowned Kinglet. In 
courtship male utters whining 277g. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Persistently wags and 
spreads tail when feeding. Feeds on nectar 
and insects taken high to low in 
vegetation. Often very aggressive at 
feeding stations toward other hummers, 
which it actively drives away with 
frequent power dives toward 
interlopers. Like other hummingbirds 
it is attracted to red and will often 
come seemingly from nowhere 
to inspect a person’s red 
garments or red patterns 
and patches on clothing. 
Likewise, the red ieee eae 

; more washed 
taillights and red out than male e 
reflectors on vehicles 


e@ elittery blu 
throat 


MALE 


© dark green 
underparts 


© white undertail 
COVETTS 


—_—e forked hlue- 
black tail 


—~e thin while postoc ular stripe 
N 


. parked in its territory are a 
BP a ncncctedasnossible EMAL © sa) 

, also Inspected as possible throat 
nectar sources. 

iw Pater @ gray 

» © BREEDING Solitary. underparts 


¢ NESTING Incubation 
‘eabout 2 weeks by female. 
Altricial young stay near 
nest for 15-20 days. Often 
2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common 
to fairly common in southeast Arizona, southwest New Mexico, and 
southwest Texas; rare to casual 
elsewhere; casual in winter. 
Sometimes very common in 
limited US range and parts of 
Mexico. No evidence of decline 
in number. 

Direct and hovering flight with very rapid e FEEDERS Attracted to 

ule, Beats. feeders with sugar water. 


_a 4 WHITE-EARED 
| HUMMINGBIRD 
Broad white postocular 
stripe ® female has 


square to slightly notched streaked throat. 


dark tail with white-tipped 
outer tail feathers 


Grasses ® lined with plant down, parts of leaves. 2nd bark; no lichen on outer 
nest ® on branch of small tree, stalk of vine, or shrub, usually 3—9 feet above 


ground ® built by female © 2 white eggs; elliptical, 0.5 x 0.3 inches. 


IATE s _ TIME __ _s—sLOCATION | 
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| Family ‘TROCHILIDAE Species Hy/ycharis leucotis | ‘PSM 3_4 inches Wingspan 4 _5 inches 


—e—E——EEE 


WHITE-EARED HUMMINGBIRD 


[he only small hummingbird occurring 


somewhat regularly in North America 
with a bold white postocular stripe 


that contrasts sharply with its dark violet-purple e 
head. ‘The much larger Blue- crown and chin ect with 
Mack tip 

throated Hummingbird also has piel 


P ‘| | | F TI re Aite e 

S ar Nes 1arKINGS. y 

ae ee WEES a postocular © /urquoise-green throat 
upperparts are dark green, the Stripe 


underparts are green and © black ear patch 


; dark greene 
white, and the black-tipped nap 
—e green breast, 


red bill is rather short. It 1s ; : 
sides, and flanks 


principally a mountain dark green back e 
species; look tor it near and aap 
low banks of flowers in 

clearings in open oak and 


. MALE 
oak-pine woodlands. 


¢ SONG Display call is series of 
bell-like “vk tink notes. Also gives 
bold, metallic twittering calls. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Feeds and 
perches low to midlevel. Eats 
primarily nectar along with 

some small insects and spiders. 
Little is Known of the biology 

of this small hummer in its 
limited US range. 

¢ BREEDING Solitary. 

¢ NESTING 
Incubation 


dark green tail fades to 
black on outer tail 
_*® feathers and tips 


‘a - BROAD-BILLED 
WAME POSTOCULAT HUMMINGBIRD 


red bill with stripe 


Male has forked blue- 


} r4¢ e ie 
14-16 days by i : © black ear patch black tail; blue gorget; 
: andiole ; 
female. Young stay mai BySSH Uneanp ans; 
: er, : —e green green crown; small, thin 
In nest 25-26 day S. / upperparts, postocular stripe 
¢ POPULATION streaked @ sides, and _—" ¢ female has uniformly 


: : green-spotted 
Casual to rare in thin and 


limited and local US) reat 

range. Widespread and 

locally very common | 
white 


¥ 24 ‘ : 
Hanks ee gray to grayish white 
underparts; no streaking 
on chin or throat. 


FEMALE 


underparts 


Flight Pattern 


south of US. Could be 
vulnerable to major clearing of 
forest In mountains. 

Direct and hovering flight with very rapid e FEEDERS Attracted to 


wing beats . ; ; ; 
feeders with sugar water. 


Nest Identification Plant down, moss, pine needles, and spiderwebs ¢ lined with fine plant down 


and covered in lichens and moss ¢ 5—20 feet above ground in shrub or tree, 


saddled on twig or in fork ©¢ built by female © 2 white eggs; elliptical, 


Shape qy Location & a> 


0.05 x 0.03 inches 


Plumage Sexes differ Migration \figratory Weight (9.1 ounce 


DATE a TIME. LOCATION 


a 
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Species Hy/gcharis xantusii | “M8 34 inches Wingspan 4 5 inches 


_XANTUS’S HUMMINGBIRD 


This very small greenish hummingbird with cinnamon-buff 


Family “TP ROCHILIDAE 


_ underparts and rufous in the tail is rarely seen outside the 

mountains of southern Baja California. Males have a black 

forehead and black line through the eye, 

| providing sharp contrast with the white postocular emerald-green 
white postocular stripe. sik © head and throat 
e SONG Raspy twitter or warble. &/“ery green 
Also gives high-pitched metallic i sla 
sounding cA7-“k or f-1ink. 
e BEHAVIOR Feeds on 
nectar and insects at low 


red bill with 
—e hlack Mp 


MALE 


cinnamon-buff 
—e underparts 


red bill with dusky 
2» upper mandible 


rufous tail white postocular stripe 

: i —e cinnamon-buff chin 
Ty, ry TWP. . -_o ek 
Slitery green and sides of face 


upperparts 


a | 
Ye dark eye line 


Similar Birds 


WHITE-EARED 
UO HUMMINGBIRD 
, Dark green upperparts 


rufous sides 


| or middle levels. of tail 


~ As with other 
hummingbird 
species the tubular 
tongue is brush-tipped 
» to efficiently take up nectar. 

Prefers arid to semiarid scrub, open brushy forests, and gardens. 
¢ BREEDING Solitary. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 14-16 days by female. Fed by female. 
Altricial young fledge nest at 19-22 days. 

¢ POPULATION Endemic to Baja California; rare to accidental 
in southern California; 
accidental outside of Baya. 
Status of populations in Mexico 
is unknown. 

¢ FEEDERS Attracted to 
feeders with sugar water. 


cinnamon-buff 
underparts 

with white postocular 
stripe; black ear patch; 


1 


no rufous in tail ¢ male 


FEMALE 


has purple chin and 


crown; green 
underparts; whitish 
belly ¢ female has white 
throat with streaks and 
green dots; greenish 
white underparts. 


Direct and hovering flight with very rapid 
wing beats. 


Seeds, plant down, and dried flower heads, bound with spider's silk, then 


; ‘= Nest Identification 


covered with lichen ® hung from small twigs or saddled on limbs of trees, 


4-12 feet above ground ® often close to running water ® built by female 


Shape wy Location ge 


¢ 2 dull white eggs. 


‘Habitat @ «= sta Migration \/onmigratory 


IATE = TIME _ __.__ es —-/ LOCATION 


luMage Sexes differ 


Weight (1 ounce 
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Family “TP ROCHILIDAE Species A mazilia beryllina 


BERYLLINE HUMMINGBIRD | 


[his infrequent visitor from Mexico sometimes 
can be seen in summer in the mountains of 


glittery green 


southeast Arizona in open oak forests, 
head and Nape @ 


woodland edges, and scrub vegetation. It 


is glittery metallic green with rufous in 


the wings and tail, unlike any other 
western hummingbird. (Only the Buff- 


bellied Hummingbird that ranges into 


the Lower Rio Grande Valley of south — g//ery green e 
hack 


black bill with 
reddish base to 
lower mandible 


‘Texas is also mostly green overall with 
a chestnut tail, but it does not have 
chestnut in its wings). Males show a 
cinnamon belly and undertail coverts. _—_e glittery green 
Adult females are similar to males throat and breast 
but are duller in color and have a 
pale gray belly and undertail 
coverts. Juveniles resemble the 
female but the throat and chest 
are buffy-cinnamon with some 
greenish mottling on the sides. 
‘This species is Known to 
have nested on occasion in ge : \ rufous-brown wings 
the Huachuca Mountains. . 
e SONG Varied. Series of 
hoarse high twitters s777; 
kirr-l-rr, kirr-l-rr. Also 
gives buzzing drrzzzzv. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Feeds on 
nectar and insects; often 
dominates other feeding hummingbirds diving at them and 
chasing them from the flowers in hot pursuit. Perches low to 


© rufous-brown tail 


BUFF-BELLIED 
HUMMINGBIRD 
Buff-cinnamon belly; 


high. May bathe by hovering with its breast and belly against a no rufous shows in 
leaf wet with dew. Perches low to high. — wings; red mandibles 
= V4: have black up 
e 4 ~ ‘ ; 
BREEDING Solitary. erascieaial eantie 
¢ NESTING Incubation probably 2 weeks by female. Altricial lower Rio Grande 


young stay in nest 18-20 days, fed by female. Naey Ot FONG. 


¢ POPULATION Rare to casual visitor to southeast Arizona: 

this bird is both common and 

Flight Pattern widespread in Mexico. 

@e FEEDERS Will come to 
nectar feeders. 
© CONSERVATION In 
Mexico vulnerable to loss of 
habitat when lower mountain 
slopes are cleared. 


Nest Identification - 
Plant fibers and spiderwebs covered with lichens ¢ in tree or shrub, 17-25 feet 


above ground on horizontal branch or vertical fork @ probably built by female 


Shape & J Location aly & alone ® 2 white eggs. 


Direct and hovering flight with rapid 
wing beats. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat 4 ep Migration \onmigratory Weight 0.2 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


a 
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|Family ‘TP ROGHILIDAE Species A mazilia violiceps 
| 


~- VIOLET-CROWNED HUMMINGBIRD | 


Length 4 254.5 inches | Wingspan 5.5 inches 


‘The only hummingbird in North America 
with a violet crown and completely white 
underparts made its first US nesting 
record in Guadalupe Canyon, which 
straddles the border between New 
Mexico and Arizona. ‘he Violet- 
crowned Hummingbird is one of 
the rarest of the breeding North 
American hummingbirds. ‘The 
female is similar to the male 
but has a dull greenish blue 
crown. Juveniles resemble 
females. It prefers riparian 
groves and arid and 

semiarid open woodlands. 
Most observations of this 
species in the US are 

made at nectar feeders 

in southeastern 

Arizona, where the 

birds may feed in 

the company of other 
species of hummingbirds. 

e SONG Utters various 
repeated hissing sounds such 
as ts-fs-ts-ts. Also makes dry hard 

chips that often run together. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary. Feeds and perches 
from low to high, usually in middle to upper 
levels. Uses bill to probe flowers for nectar. Eats 
mainly nectar and insects. 

¢ BREEDING Polygamous. Promiscuous. Male 
performs showy back-and-forth display flight to 
attract females. FEMALE 
¢ NESTING Incubation estimated at 13-15 days by 

female. Altricial young fed and tended by female. First flight 
estimated at 14-23 days. 1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon. 
Casual to rare in western ‘Texas 
and California. Winters south 
through Mexico. 

¢ FEEDERS Visits feeders 
filled with solution of 1 part 
sugar to 4 parts water. 


@ violet-hlue 
forehead and 
(TON 


bronze-green 
upperparts e 


long red bill & 
with black Mp 


—e while underparts 


MALE 


—e greenish tail 
—e dull greenish 
blue crown 


© bronze-green 
upperparts 


Quick flight with extremely rapid wing 
beats. When hovering can maneuver up and 
down and back and forth like a helicopter. 


Soft plant down and twigs, trimmed with lichens and moss, and bound together 


with spider’s webbing ® in fork or limb of sycamore tree about 642 feet above 


Shape ww 


tecation ee: ground ® built by female ¢ 2 white eggs; elliptical, with one end slightly more 
D 


pointed, 0.5 inch long. 


Migration Migratory 


ATE | TIME __ LOCATION ___ 


Weight () 2 ounce 


jumage Sexes similar 
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Family "TROCHILIDAE Species 7 ampornis clemenciae 


BLUE-THROATED HUMMINGBIRD 


One of the largest and most impressive 


hummingbirds in the southern United | 
white mustache white postocular | 


border ¢ ° S111 pe 


States is found in wooded canyons and 


mountains, especially along streams in 


southeastern Arizona, southwestern @ black ear patch 


New Mexico, and western ‘Texas. 


When hovering, it often fans its long, slightly @ 
decurved bla 1 ¢ Mull 


long, squared blue-black tail, 
which has large white tips. blue e 
© SONG Male’s call is bold, high- throat 
pitched, repetitive seep given while 


Se greenish 


perched at mid-level in trees or in 
upperparts 


jetage Alue-gray e— 
flight. ‘his loud, monotonous underparts 


squeak ts often the first evidence 


of the bird’s presence. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Dominant at MALE 


feeders and feeding areas; easily 


drives away other hummingbirds. 


Is quick to investigate feeders; 
often they can be attracted to a 
campsite within hours by 
hanging red feeders. Also 


long, squared, 
white-tipped 
blue-black tail 


investigates anything red 


© 


in the campsite or on 
hikers, including 
clothing, gear, and 
reflectors on vehicles. 


Feeds on nectar and 
insects at low to mid- 
level in vegetation. 

¢ BREEDING Solitary. 
e NESTING 
Incubation 17-18 days 
by female. Young stay in 
nest 24-29 days. Up to 
3 broods per year. 


MAGNIFICENT 
HUMMINGBIRD 

Black body; notched tail 
lacks white-tipped 
feathers; glittering 
green throat; lacks 
white lines on face. 


4 gray underparts 


gray throat 


+) 


¢ POPULATION Very restricted range in southwestern US; most 
birds found in Mexico. Fairly 

common in summer; rare to 

- casual in winter. Accidental in 
southeastern US. 
¢ FEEDERS Sugar water. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to loss of habitat in 
Mexican range. 


Swift, rapid direct flight. Extremely rapid 


wing beats when hovering. 


Nest Identification Plant down and moss; bound by spider's silk with outer covering of moss ® on 
stems of flowering plants and ferns; along streams; under eaves of houses, 
Shape ww g bridges, water towers; and inside buildings ¢ 1-30 feet above ground; often 
; — sleacec tf, F a ; » female e 2 white egg 
Location ae —_— 2 sheltered from above ¢ built by female ¢ 2 white eggs. 
if Ya 
aw Fp, 8 nt 


Weight () 3 ounce 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat 2 9@ @, Migration Some migrate 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Y 


|. MAGNIFICENT HUMMINGBIRD 
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Length 4.55.25 inches | WINESPAN 7 inches 


Large for a hummingbird, it appears all 
black at a distance, but when the 

male turns in sunlight the crown 
flashes deep purple and the 
chin and throat glitter 

| green. The bill is long 
and black, and the 

male’s dark green tail is 
deeply forked. It is often 
found in deciduous woods 
along streams or on pine- 
oak mountain slopes. black breast 
e SONG Main call is grating CGS 
tcheep. Also has squeaky 

scratchy twittering song. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Aggressively 

defends feeding areas. Feeds grayish undertail e— 
on nectar, insects, and ete 

spiders. Hawks insects in 
flight and gleans them from 
foliage. Often sits on 
exposed, rather high 
perches. Attracted to 
the color red. 

¢ BREEDING Solitary. oA 


¢ NESTING Incubation 
about 16 days by female. 


small white spot 
-P behind eye 


violet-purple 


(TORN 


long straight 
black bill 


dark green 
Pies upperparts 


emerald-green e 
throat and chin 


MALE 


—_——e forked dark 
green tail 
long straight 


black bill 


—e thin short white 
postocular stripe 


dark green 
upperparts 


> Fed by female. Young ihe green 
k underparts BLUE-THROATED 
‘ = ays. 
fledge at 20-24 d eb HUMMINGBIRD 


Male has blue throat; blue- 
gray underparts; 2 white 


Probably 1 brood per year. 
~ @ POPULATION Common 
_ to fairly common in southwest 
Texas, southwest New Mexico, FEMALE 
’ and southeast Arizona in summer; 
rare to casual elsewhere. Stable in 

restricted US range. Some declines 

in Mexico due to habitat loss. 


stripes on side of face; 
bold white tips on tail 
feathers @ female has 
large white tail corners; 


no streaking on throat; 
two white lines on face. 


squared tail with 
gray-white corners 


¢ FEEDERS Attracted to 
nectar feeders with sugar water. 
© CONSERVATION May be 
vulnerable to loss of mountain 
forest habitat in Mexico and 
Central America. 


Direct and hovering flight with very rapid 
wing beats. 


fication Silky plant fibers coated with spiderwebs outside ¢ lined with soft plant down 
—— and coated with lichens ® on horizontal branch of alder near stream, 20-55 feet 
above ground @ also in walnut, pine, maple, and sycamore trees, 10-60 feet high 


Shape Location a 
@ ce ¢ built by female ¢ 2 white eggs. 


 flumage Sexes differ | Habitat , Lape Migration Some migrate_ | “elé"t 0.3 ounce 


_)ATE TIME LOCATION 
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Species Hyfigmaster constantii | ©°8M 45 inches 


PLAIN-CAPPED STARTHROAT 


\ casual stray from Mexico, this large 


| Family [ROCHILIDAE 


- 


Wingspan 5_6 inches 


lone black Hill e 


hummingbird has greenish gray to 


golden green upperparts, grayish OTCEN (TORN 
white underparts, and a white 


rump patch. The black bill is oo teers 

° LAIN & Aite ae : 
long and straight, and the long seer i 
postocular stripe @ e@ wide white 


squared tail has white-tipped ] , 
INGLAT MaTR 


corners. he upper throat ts dusky cheeks © 

SOOTY-2Tay but the lower —@ SOOLY gray upper throat 
and variable pinkish red to 
orange-red on lower throat 


CTAVISA PTCEN e@ 
to golden 


GTCCN bai & 


gorget is rose-red to orange- 


red in good light. It might 


be confused with the more eas 
—____» grayish sides 


common Blue-throated and flanks 


Hummingbird, but note 


the Starthroat’s longer and white rump e e sh pe white 
, UNdeT part. 
bolder white mustache patch aerparts 


and the white patch on 
its back. Although most ~e white flank tufts 
long squared 
: black tail with 
sometimes can be golden green 


often seen at feeders, it 


spotted feeding on agave inner tail 
feathers * 


Stadlte Bice 
Re BLUE-THROATED 
ey 


HUMMINGBIRD 
/ Blue gray underparts; 
" dark blue tail with bold 
white tip ® male has 


\ f blue throat ® female has 


a 


blossoms, and any large 
hummer feeding on 
these semidesert flowers 


in Summer in southern 


Arizona should be checked 


for this species. Females are 


wa ‘Ff gray throat. 
similar to males but have a whitish gray throat. 


MAGNIFICENT 
HUMMINGBIRD 

Black breast and belly 
e male has green throat 


¢ SONG Series of sharp chips. Also gives sharp fairly loud peees. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary. Frequently flycatches and hover-gleans 
insects high in the canopy. Visits flowers with long corollas, 
which males sometimes defend as territory. Prefers scattered 


and purple crown 


. © female has green 


a 


trees, forest edges, and semiopen areas with shrubs and hedges. 
Often perches high on exposed limbs or utility wires from which 
it hawks insects. 
¢ BREEDING Solitary. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 16-19 days by female. Altricial young 
fledge nest at 20-23 days. 
1-2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Casual or 
rare in the US in southeast 
Arizona; common to fairly 
common in Mexico. 
_ Direct and hovering flight with very rapid @ FEEDERS Attracted to 
wing beats. < : 

nectar feeders with sugar water. 


Nest Identification 


Shape cgy Location && 


o> 


Habitat. Migration \N'onmigratory 


DATE TIME_ LOCATION 


* crown; short postocular 


stripe; grayer 


underparts; green tail 


with whitish gray tips to 


outer feathers. 


Flight Pattern 


Made of pale plant down © outside decorated with lichens and bits of bark 


bound by spiderwebs © near tip of branch, usually in exposed position well up in 


tree ® at edge of woods or in savanna ® built by female ¢ 2 white eggs; elliptical. 


Plumage Sexes similar Weight 0.2 ounce 
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Family PROCHILIDAE | Species alothorax lucifer 7 Length 3_4 inches Wingspan 4_5 inches 


LUCIFER HUMMINGBIRD i 


upperparts 


| 
iT | i aan ta cha Wiles glistening | 
he only small hummingbird in the West green crown | 
| with a long strongly decurved bill, the willie | 
| Lucifer Hummingbird frequents arid postocular 
| slopes with agave and yucca, where it stripe e— 
is often attracted to the blooming ; ; 
Were 7 . aVe seen ec olistening eTeen ACCUTVEC 
flowers. Adult birds have greenish g g black bill 


upperparts and a buff wash on the 
sides. Male birds have a brilliant 
violet-purple to violet-red throat 
and a long deeply forked tail that 
looks spikelike when closed. 

¢ SONG Can be heard emitting 
high squeaky and twittering 

chip sounds. 


¢ BEHAVIOR This 
hummingbird feeds 
primarily on nectar but also 
takes insects and spiders. It 
often feeds at fairly low dep hoveed 
levels. It is very aggressive — greenish tail 
at feeding stations. In the 

presence of a female the 

male displays with a 

buzzing flight that has a aenieh 
wide pendulum motion. upperparts 
¢ BREEDING “i 
Promiscuous. Solitary. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 
15 days by female. 
Altricial young stay in 
nest 19-24 days. Up to 

2 broods per year. 


¢ POPULATION The 
breeding population of the 
Lucifer Hummingbird barely oe ee 
reaches the western US, where white-tipped feathers 
the birds are fairly common in the 


© violet-purple throat 


© while underparts 


MALE 


decurved black bill 


greenish crown 


BLACK-CHINNED 
HUMMINGBIRD 
Purple throat; black 


face; no white 
postocular stripe; 
straight black bill; short 
notched tail. 


—— buff wash 
on sides and 


ge flanks 


N\ white 


underparts 


FEMALE 


COSTA’S 
HUMMINGBIRD O 
Purple crown, head, and 
throat; straight bill; 


rufous tail 
feathers at base 


short rounded tail 


® western range. 


Big Bend area of ‘Texas. It is 
rare to casual in scrublands, arid 
slopes, and canyons in 
southwest New Mexico and 
southeast Arizona. Accidental 
elsewhere. Winters in Mexico. 
® FEEDERS Attracted to 
feeders with sugar water. 


Direct and hovering flight with very rapid 
wing beats. 


Plant fibers, flowers, lichen, and seeds held together with spider’s silk ¢ 


in shrubs 4—6 feet above ground; sometimes in open cholla cactus, on 


stem of ocotillo, or on agave stalk 2-10 feet above ground ® built by 


Shape ww Location Sie 


female ® 2 white eggs. 


RiebiaE |g Migration Migratory Weight (1 ounce 


JATE TIME LOCATION 


umage Sexes differ 
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Species 4 rehilochus colubris Wingspan 4 25_4 5 inches 


RUBY-THROATED HUMMINGBIRD ——~ a 


lhe only hummer known by most Easterners has a 


| Family PROCHILIDAE 
EES 2 


: reo . ar a . . . : 
range that covers most of eastern North America. This tale black tilts 4 
is the hummingbird that frequents Eastern gardens 

and feeders. Both sexes have glittering green (TOWN @ 


green crown and upperparts, and 


the underparts are grayish to 


LTCEN 


white. Males have black faces upperparts @ e black face 


and a deep red to orange-red 


throat, or gorget. The humming © deep red throat 


of its wings is clearly discernible 
from some distance. 

e SONG Series of rapid squeaky 
chipping notes. 

e¢ BEHAVIOR Feeds primarily 
on nectar but takes some insects 


greenish sides e—— 


and flanks 


and spiders, also sap trom sapsucker MALE 
‘e grayish white 


drill wells. In courtship flight male 
underparts 


makes huge a 180-degree arc back 
and torth, emitting a buzzing sound at ___ 4 hited dard 
its lowest point. Males often arrive on green tail 
breeding grounds well ahead of 
females. hese birds are strongly 
attracted to the color red, as are 


many other hummers. 
¢ BREEDING Solitary. 
e NESTING Incubation 11-16 white underparts 
¥ = a’ A bh a /; 
days by female. ileus young ith Duff wash 
. On sides and 
stay in nest 20-22 days. Fed by fynfc 


female. 1-3 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common to 
fairly common in breeding rounded tail with” 


range. A few winter regularly in = whvte-ripped 
outer feathers e 


white chin e—~ 


and throat FEMALE 


JUVENILE 
MALE 
—e greenish upperparts 


BLACK-CHINNED 
HUMMINGBIRD 
e Male has black chin; 


purple throat ¢ female 
very similar to female 
Ruby-throated but with 
white to grayish sides 
and flanks. 


south Florida. Rare elsewhere. 
¢ FEEDERS Red columbine in spring; 
saliva, trumpet or coral honeysuckle, and bee 
balm later in year. Also jewelweed, phlox, petunias, 

lilies, trumpet creeper, Siberian peatree, nasturtium, cone-shaped 
red flowers (wild and 

| Flight Pattern Pattern domesticated), and sugar water. 


® CONSERVATION Red food 
sae tse dyes added to sugar water may 
harm birds. Sometimes attracted 


to red supporting insulators on 
Very rapid wing beats (up to 75 per second). electrical fences, then killed. 


Nest Identification 


Shape Location 
p g catior a ay 


Soft plant down, fireweed, milkweed thistles, and leaves; bound with spider 
webs and cocoon material; trimmed with moss and lichens @ looks like knot on a 
branch @ 5-20 feet above ground, often on downsloping branch over brook and 


sheltered by leaves ¢ built by female ¢ 2 white eggs; elliptical, 0.5 x 0.3 inches. 


Habitat @ 9.9 ¢ Migration Migratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes differ Weight () 1 ounce 


r 
4 
? 
2 
’ 
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Length 3 53.75 inches | Wingspan 4_5 inches 


Family TROCHILIDAE 


‘Species Arhilochus alexandri 


~ BLACK-CHINNED HUMMINGBIRD 


Like others in its genus, this western 
hummingbird has a complex courtship 
display. While flying in a pendulum 
pattern, the male vibrates its wings to 
_ make a buzzing noise when diving 
downward past the perched female. 
The black throat and distinctive 
white collar set this bird apart 

from its close cousin, the Ruby- 
throated Hummingbird. In good 

light the lower throat glistens 
in a violet band. Juveniles 
resemble adult females, and 
juvenile males begin to show 
some violet on the lower 
throat in late summer. 

¢ SONG Repetitive /eew 

or “chew. When defending 
feeding territory or giving 
chase, combines /eew 

note with high-pitched 
twitters and squeaks. 

¢ BEHAVIOR 


ereenish @ 


he ad 


greenish 
upperparts 


—e notched greenish tail 
with blackish outer 


| tail feathers 
FEMALE 


Solitary. Eats nectar, 
_ pollen, and insects. 
Hovers by flowers 
- to gather nectar or 
I sallies from perch 
to catch tiny 
insects in midair. 
Often twitches 

tail while 
- hovering. Prefers 
arid areas. Bathes in water 

or by hovering against wet foliage. 

¢ BREEDING Polygamous. Solitary nester. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 13-16 days by female. Young stay in 


greenish 
upperparts 


whitish throat 
may show 
faint greenish 
streaking 
whitish e 
underparts rounded green 
tail with white 
corners (this 
birds tail feathers 
are spread out) 


ee 


2-3 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Neotropical 
migrant. Common in lowlands 
and mountain foothills. Casual 
in the Southeast in winter. 

¢ FEEDERS Visits feeders 
with sugar water. 


= 


= $$ er et 


Swift direct flight. Hovers with rapid wing 
beats (approximately 75 times per second) 
to feed. Can fly backward. 


Similar Birds” 7 


nest 13-21 days. Fed by female. 


@ straight 
black bill 


© black throat 


© partial 
white collar 


@ whitish 
underparts 


© dusky green 


sides and flanks 


ret 


hi 
+ 


RUBY-THROATED 
HUMMINGBIRD Q 
Female twitches tail less 
while feeding: shorter 
bill; greener crown; buff 
wash on sides; different 


voice, 


COSTA’S 
HUMMINGBIRD @ 
Smaller; generally grayer 
upperparts and whiter 
underparts; squared tail 
with white tips and 
black central tail 
feathers; different voice 
¢ does not stray to the 
Southeast. 


Plant down and spider’s silk ¢ decorated outside with small leaves and flowers 
* set in fork of small branch 4-8 feet above ground (sometimes up to 30 feet) 
¢ built by female ¢ 1-3 white eggs; elliptical, with 1 end slightly more 


Shape wy 


Location & es 


pointed, 0.5 x 0.3 inches. 


 flumage Sexes differ | Habitatee se e ~ Migration Migratory Weight (1 ounce 


- 


\ 


JIATE TIME LOCATION 


es 


Family TP? ROCHILIDAE Species Calypte Anna Length 3.54 inches 


396 @ BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


Wingspan 4 75 inches 


ANNA’S HUMMINGBIRD 


Able to adapt to suburban habitat, this 


hummingbird is expanding geographically vose-ned bead * ee 
and becoming more numerous. Although throat, and , 


vide v Of Nec b 
© short straight 


black bill 


predominantly nonmigratory, some have 
been reported to migrate. It eats more insects 
and spiders than any other hummingbird. ‘he 
male, which often vocalizes while perched, ts 


the only North American hummingbird with rose- MALE 


red crown and throat. Juveniles are similar to 
females, but juvenile males have some red on the 
$e vrayish 
underparts with 
greenish tint to 
sides, flanks, 


and belly 


crown as well as the throat. 

¢ SONG Sharp squeaky call, cick. Chase calls 

are rapid, high-pitched rattles. Song is garbled 
mixture of Coarse squeaky notes, usually 

delivered from a perch. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary. Eats nectar, 

insects, spiders, and sap from e straight black bill 
sapsucker drill wells. Hovers 
to gather nectar from 
flowers. Catches insects 


slightly notched, 
dark green tail 
with blackish outer 
a fail feathers 


@ LTCON (TORN, 
nape, and 
upperparts 


in midair and plucks 
: : | red flecks ore 
spiders and insects spot on throat 


from spider webs. 


Often bathes by FEMALE JUVENILE 


hovering against rain- MALE 


or dew-covered foliage. 
Male displays for female 

ina high arc, making 
explosive chirp at the bottom 
after a rapid dive. Often found 
in gardens and attending 
ornamental plantings in yards. 


pale gray e— 
underparts 


BLACK-CHINNED 
HUMMINGBIRD 
COSTA’S 7 
HUMMINGBIRD & 


Smaller; whitish 


‘ underparts; lack red 
é markings on throat 
¢ Costa’s winters only as 


far east as west Texas. 


rounded green tail 
sa mess — with white tips on 
¢ BREEDING Polygamous. Solitary. npr tees tae 
¢ NESTING Incubation 14-19 days by 

female. Altricial young stay in nest 

18-23 days, fed by female. 2-3 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Abundant; increasing. Vagrants get to coastal 


Alaska in summer; casual to 
Flight Pattern 


accidental in the East in winter. 
Fhes forward, backward, up, down, and 


¢ FEEDERS Sugar-water. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant wintering 
south to central Baja and 
northwestern Mexico. 


side to side on rapidly beating wings as It 


feeds. Swift darting flight from place to 


place. Wing beats a blur. 


Nest Identification 


Shape qq Location bail es 


Plant down bound with spider silk and lined with plant down and feathers ¢ on 
small tree branch, on ledge of cliff, or sometimes on utility wire ¢@ 1.5—-30 feet 
above ground ® built by female ¢ 1-3 white eggs; elliptical oval or subelliptical, 


with similar curvatures at each end, 0.5 x 0.3 inches. 


Habitat @ oe @ Y ww S| Migration Nonmigratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Plumage Weight () 1 ounce 


Sexes differ 
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Family "PROCHILIDAE Peles Cyl pte costa | Length 3.5 inches Wingspan 4 5 inches 


COSTA’S HUMMINGBIRD 


Living primarily in the desert, these birds 
breed early before the season warms up, then short straight % 
migrate south to avoid the extreme heat of black bill oy 
middle to late summer. It is the 
second smallest bird in North 
America, a distinctly grayish 
looking hummingbird from a 
distance. Females are similar to 7descent violet 
males but show white corners gorget down 

: sides of neck 
on the green tail and lack the 
violet crown and coloring down 
the sides of the neck. ‘The ical ial -_ 
striking gorget feathers can be 
elevated to stick out along the sides of the throat. 


violet crown 


grayish green 
upperparts 


greenish wash on 
sides and flanks 


short greenish tail 
with black outer 


Juveniles are similar to females, but juvenile males tail feathers 
MALE 
the center of a dusky-streaked throat. 
SONG Shrill hissing or piercing ee pein nantes | 
| whistle in display flight. Calls include eyes, nape, and straight 
liquid twittering chip. upperparts black bill JUVENILE 


MALE 


BLACK-CHINNED 
HUMMINGBIRD Q 
Larger; greener 


upperparts; grayer 
underparts; voice 
differs. 


e BEHAVIOR Solitary. Feeds and 
perches at low to middle levels. Eats Aes 
‘nectar, insects, spiders, and sap. pers A 
Hovers to gather nectar from flowers 
_ and catches insects in air. Plucks 
trapped insects and spiders from 
webs. Often feeds with tail wagging. 
_ Frequents desert and arid scrub 

+ foothill habitats. Sometimes soars 

~ between clumps of flowers. 


¢ BREEDING Polygamous. Solitary. 


a ¢ NESTING Incubation 15-18 days by female. Altricial young 
» stay in nest 20-23 days, fed by female. Males often leave late- 
|, nesting females still incubating eggs to avoid heat of summer. 


| 
| 
7 
H 
{ 
: 
; 
| often have purple feathers forming a small chevron in 
; 


white 
underparts 


ANNA’S 
HUMMINGBIRD & 
Larger; green 
upperparts; gray 
underparts with 
greenish wash on sides; 


FEMALE 


white tips on outer 
three tail feathers; 
straight black bill; red 
on throat. 


1 brood per year. 


: 

. ¢ POPULATION Fairly common. Casual to western ‘Texas and 
. northward to southern Alaska. 

e FEEDERS Sugar water. 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 
Development of desert habitats 
for housing and agriculture 
Moves swiftly from place to place on a could be potentially harmful to 


whir of wings. Hovers, moving in all overall population. 
directions while feeding. 


Plant down, forb leaves, bud scales, flowers, and bark strips, bound with spider 
silk © on fork of tree, shrub, yucca, or dead cacres ¢ 3-9 feet above ground 

¢ built by female ¢ 2 white eggs; elliptical to oval, with occasional tendency 
toward elliptical ovate, 0.5 x 0.3 inches. 


‘| Habitat » yoy oe Migration Migratory Weight (1 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape qy Location & a es 


Plumage Sexes differ 
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Family “Pb ROCHILIDAE 


CALLIOPE HUMMINGBIRD 


his is the smallest bird north of Mexico. As the 
female incubates her eggs in the extreme 
cold of the high mountains, she does 


not become torpid but is able 


to maintain her body heat from 
the insulation in the nest and 
by remaining at rest. In addition 


to the small size, note the short 
black bill and the short tail. 

e SONG Relatively silent. High 
shrill sharp chips, s7 4s7-4s/, 

fsi-fs1, repeated. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary. Often 
dominated by other hummingbirds 
at flowers. Hovers over low flowers 
to feed and snatches insects in 
midair. Plucks insects and spiders 
from web and also drinks sap from 
holes drilled by sapsuckers. Hardy; 
inhabits open coniferous, 

montane forests and mountain 
meadows. Courting males fly 

in huge U-shaped pattern in 
front of the female, rising as 
high as 65 feet before 
darting back down to 

repeat the pattern. Gives 
high-pitched /zz¢ note 

at bottom of dive. 

¢ BREEDING 
Polygamous. Solitary. 

e NESTING 

Incubation 15-16 days 

by female. Young stay 

in nest 18-23 days, fed by 
female. 1 brood per year, 


SPee kled 


buff u 


tint to 


reddish violet- 


with light rufous 


short straight 
reddish violet-streaked, black bill 
V-shaped gorget on white 
background of throat 


greenish 
upperparts 


primaries 
extend beyond 
tail when perched 


tos white 
i underparts 


with green 
speckling on 
sides 


MALE 


‘ a if 


short tail 


LTCen ish 
upperparts 


RUFOUS 
HUMMINGBIRD @ 
throat e— : 
Larger; more rufous 
sides; rufous at base of 
tail feathers; wings fall 
short of tail end when 
bird is perched. 


BROAD-TAILED 
HUMMINGBIRD 
Larger; tail extends 
beyond primaries; 
rufous at base of tail 
feathers. 


nderparts 
sides 


FEMALE 


although may possibly have 2 broods. 


Hovers on whirring wings when feeding; 
moves up, down, back, and forward. Swift 
zipping direct flight from place to place. 


Location i 


Shape Ww 


¢ POPULATION Common. 
Rare in the Southeast in fall and 
in winter. 

¢ FEEDERS Will come to 
feeders filled with sugar water. 
® CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Vulnerable 
to loss of habitat. 


Shredded bark, bits of cones, and plant down, covered with lichen ¢ bound with 
cocoon material and spider’s silk, with lining of plant down ¢ on dead or live tree 
limbs or on conifer cone, protected by larger tree branches ¢ sometimes built on 
previous year’s nest © 2-70 feet above ground ¢ built by female ¢ 2 white eggs; 


Plumage Sexes differ 


DATE 


elliptical to oval, 0.5 x 0.3 inches. 


TIME LOCATION 


Weight (1 ounce 
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peneeles Selasphorus platycercus 


BROAD-TAILED HUMMINGBIRD 


‘The male’s wings produce a unique trilling sound 
when the bird ts in flight. The buzzing whistle 
sound ts produced by air rushing through the 
slots created by the finely tapered tips of the rose-red 
male’s outer primaries. Dwelling in the Rocky GUEGee © 
Mountains and outlying mountain ranges, it — idescent green 
can be seen bathing in the shallow waters upperparts @ 
of mountain streams or defending its 
territory of flower patches from other 


| Family TP ROCHILIDAE Length 44.5 inches | Wingspan 5 inches 


é long straight 
black bill 


hummingbirds. When perched the =a fd 

wings extend beyond the tail tip. paca ae 
ba ) green oe gradually 

e SONG Fairly sharp but not hard, sides become white 


repeated chip; chitter chitter chitter; no near throat 
song. In display makes high thin 
slurred szzzzzziiuu. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary. Feeds and 
perches at low to middle levels in open 
pine and pine-oak woodlands and 
edges. Eats nectar, insects, spiders, and 
sap. Hovers with tail closed, rarely 
flashed open or wagged, to feed on 
nectar and catch insects in flight. 
Plucks insects and spiders from 
spider webs. Like other hummers, 
eats sap from holes drilled by Sen es 
sapsuckers. In display flight eee 
, male flies in U-shaped pattern 
in front of female, diving FEMALE 
30-50 feet; both sexes may 
ascend together to 
90-100 feet, with one white-tipped 
4—5 feet beneath the outer tail 
_, other, before diving feathers have 
: rufous base 
back down again. 
¢ BREEDING Promiscuous. Solitary nester. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 14-17 days by female. Young stay in 
nest 21-26 days. Fed by female. 1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common in 
summer in mountains. Casual in 
autumn and winter in Gulf 
Coast states. 

¢ FEEDERS Sugar water. 

© CONSERVATION 


MALE 


bronze dots 


CALLIOPE 
HUMMINGBIRD Q 
Female is smaller; wing 


tips extend beyond 
short tail; lighter rufous 


rufous sides 
tint on sides; no rufous 


in bases of tail feathers; 


shorter bill. 


Hovers when feeding, moving in all 


directions in a blur of rapidly beating i i 
wings. Swift dashing direct flight from Neotropical migrant. 
point to point. 


Plant down and bound with spider webs; exterior made of lichens, bark shreds, 


and leaves ® on horizontal tree branch or occasionally in fork; often near or over 


mountain streams; 4-15 feet above ground ® buitc by female ¢ 2 white eggs; 


elliptical-oval or subelliptical, 0.5 x 0.34 inches. 


DATE TIME ___.». LOCATION _ —_ ee eee eee 
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Family "TP ROCHILIDAE 


Length 3.75 inches | Wingspan 4 75 inches | 
| 


RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRD 


[his tenacious hummingbird aggressively 


defends its territory and will attack not 


eS 


© rufous 
upperparts 


only larger birds such as blackbirds and ss 
thrushes, but also chipmunks. At Bhaok bill 
feeders it 1s intolerant of all other 

would-be visitors and spends much of 


its time driving them away from the white chest, ween mankins 
¥ ee ee 
Ct: ce often extends as 5 & 
nectar. Like most hummingbirds, ste 2 : an pulous bak 
: (é ¢ \ 
highly attracted to the color red, it has 
oe on belly 


been known to examine human 
clothing, magazine covers, and other 


MALE 


rufous wash 


items showing this color. ‘This is the a 
on underparts 


only hummingbird in North America 
with a rufous back, and the one most 
likely to be seen in the East in the fall 
and winter after the Ruby-throated 


Hummingbirds have migrated south. white throat e_ 
Ihe male has green markings on his speckled with onan 
. . . & 
rufous back, and his gorget sparkles small spots upperparts 


copper-red in good light; the female also 


has small Spots on her throat that appear red white breast and e— 
in certain light. center of belly 


e SONG Call is sibilant ewp chewp; in 


detense chases, proclaims xece-chupppity-chup. - 
rufous-buff on 


gS Py ] N Ds 62 r | ‘ ’ > z 2 
BEI IAVIOR Solitary. A hardy hummer that des Haake, 
nests as far north as southern Alaska. Strongly and sides of belly 


prefers red to any other color and hovers by 

red tubular flowers, such as columbine and tiger lilies, 

to gather nectar. Feeds and perches at low to middle levels. 
Catches insects in midair and eats sap from holes drilled by 
sapsuckers. Plucks spiders and insects from webs. Wings make 


ee os de ALLEN’S 
buzzy whistle in flight. Male displays for female in U-shaped or HUMMINGBIRD 
oval pattern; ascends with back to female, then dives, turning Mo = Male has green back; ? 
toward her on whistling wings with orange-red gorget flashing. female indistinguishable 
— +. 48 : . . é in the field; in the hand, 
¢ BREEDING Polygamous. Solitary in small loose semicolonies. call Feathers mors 
e NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Altricial young slender. 


stay in nest 20 days, fed by female. 1-2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Abundant to 
common. Rare in the East in 
fall and winter. 


¢ FEEDERS Sugar water. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Possible 
decline in recent years; no 
noted cause. 


Hovers while feeding; darts up and down, 
in and out, and backwards; swift and 


dashing flight on a blur of whirring wings. 


Nest Identification 


Shape ay 


Plant down, covered with lichen, moss, bud scales, leaves, shredded bark, and 


plant fibers; bound with spider silk and lined with plant down ¢ most often on 
drooping limb; occasionally in fork of tree or shrub, 5—50 feet above ground 
¢ built by female ¢ 2 white eggs; elliptical oval or subelliptical, 0.5 x 0.33 inches. 


Habitat 1. ® « Migration Migratory 


ATE TIME LOCATION 


Location i 


Plumage. ch wes ditrer Weight (1 ounce 


tos 


am 
ed 
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i 
| amily "TROCHILIDAE Species Sv/asphorus sasin | “©P8N 3.75 inches | Wingspan 4.75 inches 


ALLEN’S HUMMINGBIRD a 


Mraight | | 


T ~ . . : . at a . . . . eae 2 
When defending its territory this diminutive black bill | 


bird will attack many birds, including large MALE 
hawks. Highly adaptable, it can be found in 

) suburban gardens and parks in its range. green (TOWN © 
Males appear similar to the Rufous 

| Hummingbird but have a green back; 
females and juveniles are inseparable 
from the Rufous in the field. Allen’s is 
often found in drier habitats, including 
chaparral and thickets, than the Rufous. 
¢ SONG Utters sharp c/7p or series of chips 
similar to voice of Rufous Hummingbird. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary. Gathers nectar 
from flowers and catches insects in 
midair. Also plucks insects and spiders 
from webs. Eats sap from sapsucker 
holes. In courtship display male flies 
in J-shaped pattern: He ascends 
75-80 feet and dives on whistling 
wings to the level of the perched 

| female, then ascends about 

_ 25 feet on the other side of the 

_ arc and hovers, with his gorget 
glittering in the sun. Begins 
with pendulum-like, side-to- 

| side display. Males may 


copper red 


» corgel 


LTeen 
upperparts e 


© white below 
throat on 
breast extends 
in line onto 
center of belly 


@ rufous sides, 
Hanks, and 
sides of belly 


Ye rufous rump 


and tail 


» white throat with 


FEMALE bronze dotted pattern 


- depart breeding areas a green 
month or more before upperparts 


» females depart ~ 16 RUFOUS 
‘ : JB rufous-buff z— HUMMINGBIRD 
* e BREEDING Promiscuous. underparts Wee Sac pets tek 


with rufous 


) Solitary nester. Semicolonial, : 
_ wash on sides 


.,with nests often clustered. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 
15-22 days by female. Young 
stay in nest 22—25 days. Fed 
by female. 2 broods per year. 


¢ POPULATION Common to 


® female and juvenile 


have wider outer tail 
feathers, which can 
only be discerned in 
the hand © breeding 
range is more northern 
and further inland. 


rufous on base 
of tail feathers 


Flight Pattern fairly common. Casual to rare 
vagrant in the East in autumn 


migration and winter. 
¢ KEEDERS Sugar water. 
| | Hovers when feeding, moving in all CONSERVATION Dec lining 


directions in a blur of rapidly beating because of habitat loss. 
wings. Swift darting direct flight. 


Shape g Location py * 


| 7 j y j : 
plumage Sexes differ Habitat 6.@ st a Migration Neotropical migrant | We'€ 0.1 ounce 


MATE _ TIME LOCATION __ 


2s as _ Kn > » as - 
Nest Identification . 
pe i aie ; Moss, stems, weeds, and plant down; covered with lichens and bound with 
spider’s silk ¢ lined with plant down ¢ in shaded area on top of tree limb, shrub, 


or building @ built by female ¢ 2 white eggs, 0.5 x 0.33 inches. 
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| Family TROGONIDAE Species Tryoon elegans Length 1112.5 inches | Wingspan 18_22 inches 
| 


N ‘ trys TN y ros 
ELEGANT TROGON | 

: : T¢d TINE @ 

Nlore often heard than seen, this around eve 


bird has a habit of sitting practically , 
AECP ZUSTENINE ZTCCN @ 


motionless for long periods of time in head. breast. and 


ti 


4 short, thick 
yellow bill 


or just below the canopy. [ts posture upperparts 
is erect, with the long tail pointing 
straight down. Plumage features a 
unique combination of pink (female) <6 iis bat 
separates breast 


to deep red (male) underparts and a 
from belly 


tail that is white below with narrow 


MALE 
black vermiculations and black 
terminal band. 
e SONG Series of hoarse, throaty, 
downslurred 4 7ow “rv notes repeated ———e deep red belly, | 
5-10 times, then a pause before sides, flanks, and | 
és undertail coverts 
the next series. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Often sits | 
quietly for long periods in 
SYCaAMOTES and oaks in brown head and | 
wooded mountain canyons, @ “pperparts white undertail 
particularly in the vicinity | with blackish gray 
pe Feed pale vermiculations 
0 streams. oe son brownish | 
insects, berries, and white lower 
fruits, which it often downward- em ® breast 


gathers by sallying or = curved 


by hovering beneath = ®#/ patch 


5 . behind ¢ Ve 
vegetation. Often 
vocal in early morning, brown 
with calls carrying long upper breast 


distances In mountain 


| 
canyons. Often allows white bar @ 
t (TOSSES breast 


@ pinkish belly, EARED TROGON 
sides, flanks, Larger; dark bill; larger 
and undertail patch of white on blue- 


fairly close approach. 
¢ BREEDING FEMALE 
\lonogamous. Solitary. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 22-23 days 

by both sexes. Altricial young stay in 


coverts black tail; no white 

. band across breast 

¢ no white patch behind 
ear of female ® does not 
stray into southeast 


nest 20-23 days. Fed by both sexes. 
¢ POPULATION US population small and local. Accidental to 


casual in south ‘Texas. 
Flight Pattern 


© CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to habitat loss by 
4 af ie 
Slow undulating flight, but rapid when voice recordings are used to 


9 | ‘. deforestation, as well as to 
4 
bird Is pressed . . Fi - 
attract territorial birds. 


disturbance by observers while 
Nest Identification 


Shape en Location + & As 


nesting, especially if playback 


Hay, straw, trash, mosses, wool, feathers, and thistle down with little or no lining 


@ inside natural cavity of large streamside trees such as sycamores or in deserted 


woodpecker hole ¢ 12-40 feet above ground ¢ 3-4 white eggs; rounded ovate to 


oval; 1.14 x 0.9 inches. 


Habitat Migration \fost do not migrate 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Plumage: Gases differ Weight 2 4 ounces 


Family ‘TROGONIDAE 
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Species Fy priloris neoxenus | ‘©8th 1314.25 inches | Wingspan 29.24 inches 


EARED TROGON 


a 7 va y 7 ¢ . ‘ >s ‘ oY 
[his large trogon with a small head and thick way Black fied 
body is very mobile, often flying considerable and face @ 


distances across canyons or up and down 


them before landing again. ‘he long deep blue-green 
blue-black tail is mostly white upperparts @ 


underneath, and the bill is small and 
dark. Its undertail coverts are a rich 

| red. The species is not a well- 

| known bird in the US. Like the 

| males, females have deep blue- 
green upperparts and a blue- 
black tail, but females have 
pinkish red undertail coverts 
and a smoky gray head, 


throat, and breast. 


¢ SONG Drawn-out 
upslurred shrieking ending 
with chuck note. Also gives 
bold grating cackling. Male’s 
song is long tremulous 
repetition of 2-syllable 
whistled notes that increase 
in volume, whee whee wheerr-1 
wheerr-I wheerr-ih wheerr-ih. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Prefers to 
inhabit mountain canyons 
with pine, pine-oak, or pine- 
evergreen forests. Diet consists FEMALE 
primarily of fruits, berries, and \ Fela Siailiabirde 
insects taken from a variety of AN --—- 
vegetation. An elusive bird, it 
* may sit quietly in one place for mostly white 
» long periods of time and vocalize = “”dertail e—— 
infrequently, if at all. _ 
¢ BREEDING The species is 
monogamous and solitary. 


¢ NESTING Breeding biology is poorly known. Incubation and 


ee eee 


Undulating and direct flight with slow to may be declining because of 


moderately rapid wing beats. logging and habitat loss. 


Shape By 


DATE 


Flight 


Location & x na 


‘ 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat Ag. S08 Migration Nonmigratory | Wel€" Undetermined 


Pattern 


blackish gray 
hill 


MALE 


® deep blue-green 
throat and breast 


» rich red belly, 


sides, and flanks 


deep blue- 


black tail . smoky gray-brown head 


er gray-black bill 


smoky gray-brown 
throat and breast 


pinkish red belly, 


sides, and flanks 


ELEGANT “TROGON 
Smaller; yellow bill; 


white band across 


breast; vermiculated 


Q undertail pattern 


¢ female has white 


patch behind eye; paler 


feeding of young 1s performed 
by both sexes. 

¢ POPULATION Rare and 
local in US in several mountain 
canyons in southeast Arizona. 
Status in Mexico unknown, but 


Uses abandoned flicker holes ¢ 25—70 feet above ground ® 2 pale blue eggs. 


TIME __ LOCATION 
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| Family AT, CEDINIDAE Species (vry/e torquata Length 16.5 inches Wingspan 24 29 inches 


| 
| 
- 
| 


RINGED KINGFISHER = 
‘This is the largest kingfisher in the 
Western Hemisphere. A strikingly Siva bed 


colored bird, itis W idely distributed ® with Tage d crest ree 


in the Americas but barely reaches 


north of the US border with 
long heavy 


\lexico. Found along big rivers, 
@ black bill 


this bird flies and perches 


high. ‘The upperparts and 


most of the head are blue- 
~e white chin extends into 


eray, While the underparts 
ae I white collar around neck 


blue-gray e 


are chiefly bright rufous. 
: s upperparts 


The black bill is large. In MALE 
flight, males show white 
underwing and 


undertail coverts: TUJOUS @ 


underparts white undertail 


females show rufous. 
» COVETTS 


¢ SONG Drawling 
low-pitched harsh 


loud clattering rattle. 
In flight this bird blue-gray head 
gives a loud cla-ak! with ragged crest @ 


e BEHAVIOR 


Largely solitary and 


somewhat noisy. gray breast 

. ; bordered 

40 along large ‘ : 
Found along | ger below with e white chin extends into 


rivers, lakes, and white band white collar around neck 
lagoons, where it 
hunts from a perch 


and dives for fish and 


© blue-gra\ 


rufous upperparts 


; : underparts 
sometimes frogs and 
; . : BELTED KINGFISHER 
reptiles. Often w ags OF Smaller; white 
bobs its tail. Often 


perches high on 


underparts with gray 
band across breast 


: ¢ female hz f 
overhanging branches, poles, beanies aeteee 


and utility wires. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous and solitary. 
¢ NESTING Incubation by both sexes. Altricial young remain 


in nest 35 days, fed by both 
Flight Pattern 


band across belly, sides, 
and flanks; white 
undertail coverts. 


SCXES. 
¢ POPULATION Uncommon 
and local but has gradually 
increased its range in the 
southeast Texas area since the 
mid-1960s. Widespread in the 
American tropics. 


High direct flight with floppy wing beats. 


Nest Identification 


Shape on Location a 


Habitat same, Migration Nonmigratory | “E'S 11.1 ounces 


DATE — TIME LOCATION 5 


Digs burrows in high bank # sometimes far from water ¢ 5-8 feet deep 


¢ 3-6 white eggs. 


Plumage Sexes differ 


— 
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Ferny ALCEDINIDAE laces: ; | Leneth 1114.5 inches | Winéspan 22_36 inches 


BELTED KINGFISHER 


Widely distributed and common along freshwater 

bodies of water as well as the coast, this is the shaggy crest e— 
| only kingfisher across most of its range, except 
along the Mexican border. It is one of the few 
North American birds in which the female is 
; 
‘ 
| 
| 


white spot in 
: wok : front of eye 
more colorful than the male. ‘he male has MALE ,. 
blue-gray upperparts with a blue-gray 

band across the breast and appears big- broad white ¥ 
headed with its large bill and ragged collar @——t 
crest. In flight it shows a white 

: blue-gray 

patch on the upperwing at the upperparts 
base of the primaries. 

¢ SONG Bold raspy rattle sounds 


like a heavy fishing reel. 


A 


long thick 
black bill 


blue-gray 


¢ BEHAVIOR Generally solitary. band across 
Plunges headfirst into water from breast 
perch or a hover up to 20 feet or white 

more above water to catch underparts 


fish. Feeds primarily on 
fish but also takes 
amphibians, reptiles, 
insects, crustaceans, 
and mollusks. 
Frequents favorite 
perches along 
waterways for - 
hunting. Pair digs a 
’ burrow in bank 
| 3-7 feet deep (can — chestnut band 
| be up to 15 feet). ross belly 
_® BREEDING 

Monogamous; solitary nester. 


“e NESTING Incubation 
|, 23-24 days by both sexes. 
| Altricial young stay in nest 27-29 days. 

Fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Slight decline in North America. 


¢ CONSERVATION Often 
viewed as problem at fish 
hatcheries; before regulation 
they were shot and killed at 
hatcheries and along trout 

Slow direct flight with somewhat erratic streams. This pay still occur at 


pattern. Hovers above water to search some hatcheries. 
for prey. 


~~ a. 2 aE te A a ES TE Resets 


BLUE JAY 
Smaller; brighter blues; 
“te black band on breast 


forms collar. 


chestnut on RINGED KINGFISHER 
In southeast Texas only 
e larger ¢ male has 


sides and flanks 


FEMALE 


bright rufous-chestnut 
underparts with no 
white; female has 

narrow white band. 


ation Horizontal burrow, occasionally slanted upward, in bank beside fresh water 
¢ usually no lining but debris and undigested fish bones and scales ® may be far 


Shape a Location r from water ® 3-7 feet long ® built by both sexes ® 5-8 white eggs, about 


1.3 x 1.0 inches. 


TIME LOCATION 


-—— 
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Family AT CEDINIDAE 


Species (p/yroceryle americana | ©"8 8.75 inches 


(GREEN KINGFISHER 


Our smallest kingfisher has a very restricted hort crest @ 


Wingspan 4 {_13 inches 


US range. It has dark green upperparts 


with a white collar and a long black bill. 
‘The white outer tail feathers are 
conspicuous In flight, when the bird 


may call attention to itself with its . 
long straight e 


high-pitched cheep notes. Since it hlack bill 


-© white colar 
hunts from low perches along quiet 


waterways, It is difficult to see. 


‘ ie, Se wide rufous-€ @ dark green 
© SONG Faint but abrasive “ck ee upperparts 
tick, usually with a brief rattle breast band 
at the end. In flight, the i 

: 5 < dark green Spots on @ 
Green Kinefisher utters cite amd Honk 
squeaky cheep notes. 


e BEHAVIOR This bird 


; ' ; © wings 
prefers small clear streams, white underparts © } 


Hecked with 
white dots 
and streaks 


quiet pools, and backwaters, 


where it hunts from low 
perches along the edge of the 
water or from rocks in the 
water. It does not hover 


like larger kingfishers. 
Ries pS ala’ © dark green 
Feeds primarily on jroden collar ofe— 


“ . upperparts 
small fish taken ina green spots and a! 
plunging dive and on streaks ON Upper 


breast extends 


aquatic insects and 
onto sides 


white outer 


amphibians. Can be @ tail feathers 


easily overlooked except 

for its sharp vocalizations. 

e¢ BREEDING Monogamous 
and solitary. 

e NESTING Incubation 


19-21 days by both sexes. Altricial y oung remain in the nest 
2? 


FEMALE 


BELTED KINGFISHERG 


Lf Bi ED KINGFISHER" 


arger with blue-gray 


a upperparts and head. 
Rare to casual in southeastern Arizona; has recently begun nesting 


locally in south Arizona, ete 
Flight Pattern 


—26 days, fed by both sexes. 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon and local in southern Texas; may 
have declined in parts of ‘Texas with loss of streamside habitat. 


spreading north from Mexico be \ ROWS S 3 
across the US border. 
© CONSERVATION Water 


pollution and loss of streamside 


riparian habitats have negative 
impacts on the small 
populations of this kingfisher. 


Horizontal burrow 2—3 feet deep in stream bank ¢ built by both sexes 


¢ 3-6 white eggs, I inch in diameter. 


Shape oe Location ‘ 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat wees y Migration Nionmigratory | We'8t 1.3 ounces 


DATE ___ TIME. LOCATION 
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Family PIGIDAE Species Melanerpes lewis Length 1(-11.5 inches | wingspan 20-21 inches 


LEWIS’S WOODPECKER 

Discovered by and named for Meriwether Lewis of the 
Lewis and Clark expedition of 1803-1806, this bird 
often is mistaken for a crow in flight because of its 


overall blackish appearance and its direct flight blacbick 
pattern, which is unlike most woodpeckers. It green head 
is the only North American woodpecker wide gray | 


dark red 
@ face patch 


that is mostly black with iridescent green collar @ 
: black back and 


highlights and a pinkish belly. In flight it upperparts with 
shows a blackish green crissum. ‘The glossy green sheen 
female is similar to the male but 
smaller. Juveniles have a brownish 
head and underparts and lack the 
gray collar, red face, and pink belly. 
¢ SONG Usually silent. Grating 
repetitive call of churrr-churrr or 
chea-er. Alarm call is yick-yick. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 
pairs. May perch on wires to 
catch insects in flight, which ts 
unusual for woodpeckers; also 
probes for insects in trees. Diet 
also includes nuts and fruits. 
Stores surplus food in crevice of 
tree in nonbreeding season, 
modifying acorns and nuts to fit 
the hole by removing the shell 
and shaping them. Defends cache 
, from would-be robbers. Frequents 
logged areas, burns, riparian 
woodlands, and orchards. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Pairs may 
mate for life. Solitary nester. 
‘e@ NESTING Incubation 13-14 days by both sexes (male at night, 
female during day). Altricial young stay in nest 28-34 days. Fed by both 
sexes. | brood per year. JUVENILE 


black bill 


wide blackish e— 
LTCEN WINGS 


black legs 
and feet 


@ pinkish 
red belly 


—— bla kish 
green tail 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon to fairly common. Declined in recent 
years, especially on northwest coast. Some individuals are nomadic. 
Accidental in the East. 

e FEEDERS Visits feeders 
with suet and other foods. 

© CONSERVATION Listed as 
a species of special concern by 
the National Audubon Society, 
but populations have appeared 


j 


| light Pattern Pattern 


Pl 


Crowlike flight with slow deliberate wing 


beats. Sallies from perch to take insects in 


flight, returning to same or nearby perch. stable in recent decades. 


Nest Identification \ few wood chips or pieces of bark ¢ in trunks of dead or live trees or poles; 


often in snag of living tree ® 2- to 3-inch entrance hole; 9- to 30-inch-deep 


cavity; 5 170 feet high bd built by both SEXES, but male does most of excavating 
Location gy, ba 
AO" att ¢ 4-9 white eggs; oval to elliptical, 1 inch in diameter 


ATE as Hh) || LOCATION 


Weight 4.1 ounces 


lumage Sexes similar Migration Some migrate 
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Length 8.5— 


Family PICIDAE Species Ve/anerpes erythrocephalus 9.25 inches 


Wingspan 1618 inches 


RED-HEADED WOODPECKER 


Ihe ecological eastern counterpart of Lewis's red head, neck, 
e@ and throat 


Woodpecker, this is the only woodpecker in the 
Kast with an entirely red head. Unlike many 


other woodpeckers, the Red-headed 


Woodpecker catches most of its food in flight, 
from the ground, or by gleaning it from tree 
trunks and limbs; it rarely bores holes in 

trees to probe for insects. ‘he male does, 
however, vigorously drill its nest cavity 

with the aid of its mate. In flight the 

white underparts, white rump, and oe ae 
large white secondary patches contrast — p,,f 
sharply with the black tail, wings, and 

back. Juveniles have brownish black 


upperparts and brown heads. black legs 


tien ive Het.8 ; black wing e— and feet 

e SONG Fairly noisy. In breeding eras 

. re oS 
season has bold grating gueark or primaries i , 
queer, queer, queer. A\so sounds like a By 
chicken clucking, fer7-uck, kerr-uck. 
e BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. : © while 

underparts 


vats various insects, spiders, millipedes, 

and centipedes; sometimes takes eggs and 
young of other birds, mice, corn, grains, various 
nuts, and berries. Often hunts from low perches, 
flying to ground to pick up prey or nut. Caches 
acorns and nuts, removing shells and storing the 
meat for winter. 

e¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 


e NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by both sexes. : 
Altricial young stay in nest 27-31 days. Fed by black tail @ 


RED-BELLIED 
WOODPECKER CO 
Red crown and nape 
only; barred black-and- 


both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon and declining. 

Casual to accidental west of the Rocky Mountains. 

¢ FEEDERS AND BIRDHOUSES Suet, sunflower seeds, 
cracked corn, raisins, nuts, and bread. Some will nest in 


white upperparts; white 


patches at bases of 


primaries; grayish face 
and underparts. 


birdhouse built for woodpeckers. 
® CONSERVATION Listed as species of special concern by 
National Audubon Society. 
Decline in past century due to 
habitat loss, collisions with 
automobiles, and competition 
for nesting cavities with 
European Starling. Creosote- 
coated utility poles are lethal to 


Strong flight with slow steady shallow 
wing beats. Sallies for flying insects, then 


returns to same or nearby perch. 


eggs and young. 


In snag, limb of living tree, stump, or dead tree ® 1.75-inch entrance; 8-24 inches 
deep; 8-80 feet above ground ¢ drilled mostly by male ¢ 4-7 white eggs; oval to 


elliptical, | inch in diameter. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitatee @ uo Migration Some migrate | Welt 2.5 ounces 


DATE __ TIME LOCATION 


oe oe 
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Family PICIDAE Species We/anerpes formicivorus | €E 9 inches | wingspan 17 inches 


+ 


Plumage Sexes differ 


ACORN WOODPECKER 


WHITE ACTOSS forehead 


r XN . . . . . 

[his noisy sociable woodpecker is whitish eye ® passes in front of eye and 

~ “c . \ 

found where oaks are plentiful in the \ forms bib across throat 
’ \ 

southwestern US and along the 


Pacific Coast from Baya 
California to Washington. Its 
colorful face pattern is 
clownlike, with bright 
contrasting splashes of white, ee po earaee 
black, red, and yellow set Of head 
around a pale yellow-white eye. 
In flight white patches show on 
each wing and the rump. In 
appearance, the females differ 
from the male only in their 
bicolor crown, which is black in 
front and red in the back. 

¢ SONG Waka, waka, waka 
repeated often. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Clans of birds store 

acorns in individual holes drilled in a 

tree trunk in autumn, pounding nuts 

into each hole for winter food supply. 

The same granary tree is used year 

after year. ‘The clan actively defends its 
stored larder from being stolen by 

squirrels and other birds, particularly 

other woodpeckers and jays. Diet includes 
insects 1t may catch in flight and tree sap 
from drill wells it excavates. Often lives in 
social groups that forage together and may act 
as helpers at the nest. 


entirely red e 


(TOWN © black patch around 


base of bill 


@ black breast 


bla & back e 


e@ white belly 


© white sides and flanks 
with black streaks 


© white undertail 
COVvETTS 


Similar Birds 


‘The clown face with its 


¢ BREEDING Cooperative in small groups of up 
to 16 birds. Communal; several females per nest. 


white eye makes it 


¢ NESTING Incubation 11-14 days by both sexes and helper unmistakable among 
birds. Altricial young remain in nest 30-32 days. Fed by both Puoren Synenea 
sexes and helper birds. 1-2 broods per year. 


woodpeckers. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common, and conspicuous. 

a ¢ CONSERVATION Habitat is 

te Plight Pattern being lost due to overgrazing in 
es montane riparian areas and 
pine-oak habitat where 
livestock destroy seedling 
generations needed to replace 
ee a several rapid wing aging parent trees. 


Wood chips in base of cavity ® usually 5-60 feet above ground ¢ built by both 


Shape By Location " ee: ra sexes and members of social group ® 3—7 white eggs, about | x 0.75 inches. 


Habitat 9g Migration Few migrate Weight 2.9 ounces 


JATE = _ TIME LOCATION 
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f 


| Family PICIDAE ies | pes uropygialis | ©°8 8-10 inches | Wingspan 15_18 inches 


t— 


GILA WOODPECKER a 


| An important member of the cactus-scrub 


e red cap 


community, the Gila Woodpecker’s 


abandoned nesting and roost holes are 
used by other birds, reptiles, and small 
mammals. This is the only “zebra- 


backed” woodpecker in its range —e fawn-gray 


with black-and-white barring on all head 
Its upperparts down through its 
two central tail feathers. In flight 
a white patch shows at the base 
of the primary wing feathers 
MALE 


near the tip. 
e SONG ‘Trilled Aur and 
loud abrasive high-pitched 


fawn-gray 


Wp or pit, often in series. 
underparts 


¢ BEHAVIOR Hawks 
for insects. Noisy, 
conspicuous bird 


that attracts hlack-and-white2 


attention. barring on 
¢ BREEDING “2¢?pa% 
\lonogamous. 

Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING 

Incubation 12-14 

days by both sexes. 
Young stay in nest 

4+ weeks. Fed by 

both parents for 

many weeks after 

leaving nest. 


black-and- @ 


2—3 broods each year. ne ee 
; DMILE V6 $4 


Accepts presence of FEMALE 
people and often nests 
close to human dwellings. 
¢ POPULATION This 
bird’s numbers are not known to be decreasing in Arizona; however, 
significant population 
reductions have been recorded 


Flight Pattern drial 
in the California deserts. 


= § 7T AS ¢ FEEDERS Will attend 


4a vx 


5 feeders for suet or other meat, 
—————| as well as for fruits ranging from 
Undulating flight with several wing beats grapes to watermelon. 


and a pause 


Nest Identification 
Most often in saguaro cactus @ 15-25 feet above ground ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 


3-5 white eggs, 1 inch in diameter 


Shape '  Locat 
i f BS ocation a 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat wo. wu Y | Migration \fostly nonmigratory | We'8*t 2.5 ounces 


DATE. TIME__ LOCATION 
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Length 8.510 inches | Wingspan 16_18 inches 


GOLDEN-FRONTED WOODPECKER —— 


Working together for about 8 days, the male and ¢ 
female drill their nest cavity 12-18 inches deep oe 
in a snag, pole, or dead limb or top of a living base of upper 

tree. The female looks similar to the male mandible @ 2 bold red cap 


but lacks the red cap on the gray crown. 
Very similar in appearance and 
behavior to the eastern Red- grayish white underparts 
bellied Woodpecker, it also with dull buff wash @ 
shows a white rump patch 
and white patches at the 
bases of the primaries in Bie lon 
flight. Juveniles have a and feet 
streaked breast and lack | 
the golden patch at the 
upper mandible base, the 
golden yellow nape, and the 
male’s red cap. 
e SONG Noisy trill, harrr- 
churrrrrrrr, flickerlike kek-kek- 
kek-kek-kek-kek or check, check. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 
Prefers dry forests, mesquite 
brushlands, and cottonwoods in 
riparian edges. Often forages low 
on tree and on ground. Eats insects, 
spiders, wild berries, fruits, nuts, 
acorns, corn, and grains. Caches 
food for winter in bark crevices. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. unbarred 
Solitary nester. / black rail 
e¢ NESTING Incubation 
, 12-14 days by both sexes (male at 
night, female during day). Altricial young stay 
in nest 30 days. Fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common. Stable. Common 
in Texas towns. Accidental elsewhere. East Coast reports may 
be Red-bellied Woodpeckers with abnormal amounts of yellow. 
e FEEDERS Suet, corn, nuts, 
and sunflower seeds. 
© CONSERVATION Called a 
“pole pest” by utility and 
railroad companies, because it 
found the pine of poles easier to 


black bill e— 
: —e® grayish 
white face 


° colden yellow- 
orange nape 


barred black- 
and-white back 
and wings 


6 white 
rump 


RED-BELLIED 
WOODPECKER 
Male has entirely red 


crown and nape ° 
female has red on nape 
only @ both have lightly 
barred rump; barred tail; 


reddish wash on center 


of lower belly. 


Alternates series of shallow rapid wing : 
beats with short glides, producing a series excavate than native trees: 
of undulations as it progresses. many were killed on sight. 


Sometimes a few bark chips ® in cavity of dead or live tree, stump, utility pole, 


fence post, or man-made structure 3-25 feet above ground ® often uses same 


cavity year after year ® built by both sexes © 4-7 white eggs: oval to elliptical, 


1 inch long. 


LOCATION ___ 
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Family PICIDAE Species We/anerpes carolinus | *©"8t 910.5 inches | Winéspan 15_18 inches 
fie 2 


RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER ‘a 
pale grayish tan 
© face and chin 


[his noisy common woodpecker of 


eastern US forests and forest edges 
has adapted to different habitats, 
from southern pine forests to 


/ y 
Cd (7O’H @ 


northern hardwoods, scattered ( 
trees, and urban parks. ‘The bias 
bird’s upperparts have black- 

and-white barring in a zebra 

pattern. [he “red belly” that 

eives the bird its name is a MALE 
reddish wash low on the belly and 
between the legs that is actually 
difficult to see in the field. In hlack-and- @ 
flight it shows a white rump, white barring 
white patches at the base of the eee 
primaries, and white-barred 
© pale grayish 


central tail feathers. Juvenile < 
aa) ane Y ‘ Whe tan underparts 


birds are similar to adults but 


have a gray-brown head. 

¢ SONG Quavering churr- 
churr or querrr-querrr and 
abrupt chuck, chuck, chuck, softer 
than Golden-fronted Woodpecker. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Conspicuous, with 
noisy vocalizations and drumming in 


red NaApee 


breeding season. Nests and roosts 
nightly in tree cavities. Eats wide 
variety of fare, including insects, 
fruits, vegetables, seeds, and sap 


Similar Birds 


GOLDEN-FRONTED 
WOODPECKER 

Black tail without white 
barring; golden-orange 


from sapsucker drill wells. 

© BREEDING Monogamous. 

Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 11-14 days by 
both sexes; male at night, female during 
day. Young stay in nest 22-27 days. Fed 


FEMALE nape; yellow patch at 
base of upper mandible; 
indistinct yellowish 
wash on belly ¢ male 


has red cap. 


by both sexes. 1 brood per year in the 
North; 2—3 broods per year in the South. 


¢ POPULATION Common to 
Flight Pattern fairly common. Expanding 


northward in recent decades to 
Undulating flight with fairly rapid wing 


southern border of Canada. 
Seems stable overall; may be 
increasing slightly. 

¢ FEEDERS Nuts, sunflower 
seeds, peanut butter, and suet. 


beats interspersed with periods of roller- 


coaster flight with wings folded. 


Nest Identification 


Shape By Location bai n'a 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat o¢@ oe Migration N onmigratory 


DATE - TIME LOCATION 


In tree 5-70 feet above ground ¢ built by both sexes ® sometimes uses 


abandoned holes of other woodpeckers ® 3-8 white eggs, 1 inch in diameter. 


Weight 2.4 ounces 
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Family PICIDAE Species Sppyrapicus thyroideus | “PEM 9 inches Wingspan 17 inches 


WILLIAMSON’S SAPSUCKER 


[he male and female plumages are so different Me 


that they once were thought to be of different 

species. This shy bird makes its home among 

the coniferous trees in the mountains of Biyib boil « 

western North America. In strong sunlight gy perh 

the male’s head, neck, back, breast, wings, 

and tail shine with a green iridescent 

sheen. Males in flight often appear entirely 

black with a white rump and white black back e— 

shoulder patches. Females in flight show 

brown upperparts with whitish barring and 

a white rump. Juveniles are similar to 

adults, but the juvenile male has a white ee et ae 

throat, and the juvenile female lacks the parh 

black breast patch. 

e SONG Often quiet. Loud shrieking MALE 

cheeeeer is similar to Red-tailed Hawk’s 

call. Also makes trilling 4-4-7=7-7-7-r and 

soft nasal whang or wheather. Males 

make staccato tapping sounds. 

e¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 

pairs. Shy and wary. Bores 

holes in trees to drink sap, 

and picks insects off tree 

bark. Eats various insects 

and their larvae, 

spiders, berries, sit sia 
: white barring 

and cambium. on back 


@ 2 whit facial S/7TTPes 
© narTO® red throat patch 


_*® black breast 


lemon-yellow 


te belly 


© barred 
hlack-and- 
white sides, 
Hanks, and 
undertail 
COVETTS 


black breast 


brown head 
>» patch 


_#® black tail 


Similar Birds 


YELLOW-BELLIED 
SAPSUCKER 
Red forehead and 


x / 
e /emon- forecrown; white 


Courtship involves Mow 
| A Pp ee yellow belly shoulder patches; pale 
* mutual head bobbing, yellow belly. 
* crest raising, holding wings \ piven RED-NAPED 
,,, above back, and fluttering barring on SAPSUCKER 


| 


mothlike flights. FEMALE 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 

Small, very loose colonies. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days 

by both sexes (male at night, female during day). Altricial young 
stay in nest 21-35 days. Fed by 
both sexes. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common to uncommon in 


sides, flanks, 
and undertail 
COVETTS 


Red forehead, 
forecrown, and nape; 


white shoulder patches; 
pale yellow belly 


® only in the West. 


western mountains. Accidental 
in eastern North America. 
Alternates between several rapid shallow @ F EEDERS Visits feeders 
wing beats and periods of short glides. ~ : : 

filled with sugar water and suet. 


No lining except a few bark chips ¢ in dead or live conifer or aspen 3-60 feet 


above ground; excavation takes 3-4 weeks; excavates new nest annually but 


often uses same tree as previous year ® built by male ¢ 3—7 porcelain-white eggs; 


Shape By Location py “ip a 


oval to elliptical, 0.9 x 0.7 inches. 


PMMAEE Sexes differ Habitat ope 9.¢ 4 Migration Migratory Weight 1.7 ounces 


JATE TIME _ LOCATION 
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Length 


Wingspan 16— 


8-9 inches 18 inches 


ies : 
Family PICIDAE SPECIES Snpyrapicus varius 
| YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER 


Eastern counterpart to the Red-naped Sapsucker, this red forehead 


is the most widespread of the four North American and fOrecrown @ 


sapsuckers. In breeding season male and female 


perform continual loud drumming duets, ren thrnae « 


including ritual tapping at the nest entrance. 


hlack bib e 


The female is similar to the male but has a 


white throat. In flight birds show a white 
~~ bold black- 


and-white 
patterned face 


rump and white shoulder patches. 
Juveniles have brown mottling on the 


chest, head, and upperparts, and a white 
white 


shoulder patch but lack the bright head 
shoulder patch 


and throat colors. 
e SONG Often silent. Low, growling 
nasal mew sounds somewhat catlike. 


—_——e black-and-white 


Alarm call ot chee at 4 (6 checee-er. barring on back 


During courtship display pale yellow wash e+ 
cries hoih-hoih. Males make staccato on underparts 


drumming sounds. 
5 barred and e- 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. streaked sides, 
Hanks, and 


Bores series of small holes, often in 
undertail coverts 


horizontal rows, in trees to drink the 
sap that collects. Eats insects attracted 
to drill wells, plus fruits, berries, and tree MALE 
buds. Guards wells from other birds, including 
hummingbirds, and small mammals. Nests in 


soft deciduous trees, often near water. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Small, very 
loose colonies. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-13 days by both 
sexes (male at night, female during day). Altricial young 

stay in nest 25-29 days; fed mixture of sap and insects by both 


—*® black tail with white 
bars on central feathers 


sexes. Taught sapsucking by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common in deciduous RED-NAPED 
and mixed forests. Accidental to rare in West during migration SAPSUCKER 
? Red on nape. 


and winter. 
¢ only in the West. 


¢ FEEDERS In winter, mixture of suet and sugar. Will eat 
sweets, like jelly or doughnuts. Drinks sugar water from 


4a vr 
x 


\lternates several rapid shallow wing 


hummingbird feeders. 

© CONSERVATION People 
dislike the drill wells created in 
their shade and fruit trees; 
fearing the tree will be injured 
or diseased, they often kill 


beats with short glides, producing sapsuckers, although the birds 


undulating flight as the bird progresses. 


Nest Identification 


Shape Pe ha Location a 


Habitat @.@ @, Migration Migratory Weight 1.8 ounces 


DATE _ sd TIME LOCATION 


are protected by law. 


Usually no materials except bark chips ® in dead or live tree (prefers live tree); 
6-60 feet above ground ¢ built by both sexes in 7-10 days ® 1.25 x 1.6-inch 


entrance hole; 5 x 14-inch gourd-shaped cavity * 4+-7 white eggs; oval to 


elliptical, 0.9 x 0.7 inches. 


— 


Plumage Sexes similar 
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SPECIES Sphyrapicus nuchalis WinesPa" 16-18 inches | 


~RED-NAPED SAPSUCKER ol 
South and west of the Rocky Mountains, this forecrow ‘ mit 
is the counterpart to the Yellow-bellied @ nape 
Sapsucker, which it very much resembles. 
Adept at drilling sap wells, these birds 


Length g 


Family PICIDAE ~9 inches 


carry sap in their crops to feed their 
nestlings and teach them to 
“sapsuck” shortly after fledging. 
_ Its white rump patch is 
conspicuous in flight. Females yi, 
are similar to males but usually — waderparts 
| have a whitish chin with variable #/” yellow 
ae wash on breast 

amounts of red on the throat. 

; and belly e 
Juveniles lack the red head and 
have brown-mottled upperparts 
and underparts, but do have the 
_ white shoulder patch. 


¢ SONG Often silent. Low 

_ growling mewing meeah, similar 

to that of Yellow-bellied 

Sapsucker. Males make 

» staccato drumming sounds. chevron-shaped 
e BEHAVIOR Solitary or in $5 and’ streaks 
f : on undertail 

| pairs. Bores small regularly 

} 


2 white SIT IP es 
—® )/ bla 14 lace 


—e 2 CONVETZINE, 
chainlike stripes 
On bac b 


e white shoulder 
pat hes 


black-and-white 
harring on back 
and mings 


; coverts, sides, 
spaced holes in trees to drink — and flanks 
the sap that collects in them. 
Feeds mainly on sap, pine Bib ned. 
pitch, cambium, and some white barring 
insects and berries. Males and on central 
5 ; + . tail feather 
females perform drumming 
duets during courtship and ritual 
tapping at nest hole. Important 
‘» provider of preformed cavities for 
» nests and dens of other species in its 

habitat, where it often is one of the only woodpecker species. 
| © BREEDING Monogamous. Small, very loose colonies. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-13 days by both sexes; male 
incubates at night. Altricial young stay in nest 25-29 days, fed 
by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common in 
deciduous forest. Casual or 


Similar Birds 


YELLOW-BELLIED 


# SAPSUCKER 


More obscure mottled 


pattern on back; lacks 
red nape; red on throat 
smaller and more 
confined by black 


ao 6 6 oe 


borders at sides 


e female lacks any red 


on throat. 


RED-BREASTED 
SAPSUCKER 
All-red head, neck, and 


breast: less mottling 


and barring on back. 


accidental in southwest Canada, 
the Midwest, and in 
southeastern Louisiana. 

e FEEDERS Mixture of sugar 
and suet. 


\lternates several rapid shallow wing 
beats with periods of short glides, 


producing undulating flight pattern. 


Usually no materials, except a few bark chips ® in dead or live tree, more 


frequently live deciduous, 10-35 feet above ground ® built by both sexes 
© gourd-shaped, 5 x 14 inches; entrance hole 1.25—1.65 inches ® 5—6 white 
eggs; oval to elliptical, 0.9 x 0.7 inches 


DATE ____ ___ TIME LOCATION 


c 
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| Family PIOIDAE 


Species Sphpyrapicus ruber | "8h 8_9 inches | Wingspan 16_18 inches 
= 


| RED-BREASTED SAPSUCKER 


Its bold red hood makes this bird easy to 


spot as it drills sap wells in trees along 
the Pacific Coast. It is one of few 


woodpecket species W ith identical 
© completely red 


male and female plumages. ‘Vhis 
| head and neck 


bird often hybridizes with the Red- 
naped Sapsucker. Phe amount of 
white to yellow spotting and 


barring on the back varies; the 


southern subspecies has much —e large white 


more white. In flight look for shoulder patch 


the white rump and white 


shoulder patches. Juveniles — variable pale & 
yellowish wash 
OW Ln //y, side y, 

no red on the head, neck, and flanks 


© black back 


are brownish with little or 
with white bars 


and breast. 
e SONG Often silent. Low 


growling meww similar to call 

of Yellow-bellied Sapsucker. 
Also utters bold yew-7ck, yew- 

ick and kew-yew. Males make 
staccato tapping sounds. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 
pairs. Drills holes in tree trunks 
to drink sap; also strips bark to 


black tail with barred 


produce sap flow. Eats mostly ——e white central tail feathers 


sap, Insects, and some fruits. 
Northern populations nest at 
lower elevations. Birds at higher 
elevations retreat to lower forests RED-NAPED 
Pi ’ : 
: “<a ups SAPSUCKER 
in winter. Birds nesting in lowe1 
: te se é Red restricted to 
elevations choose living deciduous forehead, crown, and | 
trees; those in higher elevation choose ’ nape; more heavily 
conifers, alders, or willows along streams or around lakes. monted! Ginx) bases | 
_ back; black-and-white 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Small, loose colonies. striped face pattern; 


¢ NESTING Incubation 12-13 days; female role not fully Ene es 
established. Altricial young stay in nest 25-29 days. Fed by 
male; female’s role 


undetermined. 1 brood per year. 
® POPULATION Common in 
mixed forests in coastal ranges. 
¢ FEEDERS Sugar water, suet. 
® CONSERVATION Logging 
activities reduce habitat. 


Flight Pattern 


4 


t 


\lternates series of rapid shallow wing 


= 


beats with short glides 


Nest Identification 


Shape Pe Location gy kk n'a 
Os 


Usually no materials except a few bark chips ¢ in dead or live tree 


15-100 feet above ground © 1.5-inch entrance hole; 5 x 15-inch gourd-shaped 


chamber @ built by male; female role undetermined ® 4-5 white eggs; oval to 


elliptical, 0.9 x 0.7 inches 


Weight 1.7 ounces 


| Plumage Sexes similar 


DATE __ TIME_ _ LOCATION 
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Family PICIDAE less Length 7.25 inches WingsPet 11-12 inches 
Yj 


LADDER-BACKED WOODPECKER vac jorotead (1 


Prcoides scalarts 


and nape 


‘This small bird the size of a Downy waite 
Woodpecker inhabits deserts, arid black bill 
scrub, riparian woodlands, pinon- 
junipers, and pine-oaks — the arid 
woodlands and scrublands of the 
Southwest. It is the only small 
woodpecker in most of its range, fabian. 
and it is well adapted to smaller and feet 
trees, shrubs, and cacti, the 
dominant woody plants in the 
rugged country it calls home. 
Note the black-and-white 
barred back, the profusion of 
white spotting and barring on 
the wings and shoulders, and 
the buffy gray underparts. 
¢ SONG Call note is a clear white-barred outer 
high-pitched pif, similar to tail feathers 
Hairy Woodpecker; 
descending whinny. - 
; whitish gray 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or face outlined 
| in pairs. Sexes forage with black 
| differently. Males tend to = “748! 
| forage lower and on the 
ground, probing for black-and- 
insects, especially ants; white barred 
\) females forage higher in ee i 
: ; shoulders, 
|) the vegetation and glean gyd wings 
| insects from bark. Both 
readily eat fruits of 
‘| cactus. Often seen in 
| towns and rural areas. 2/ack rump 
> e BREEDING and tail 
| Monogamous. 
| @ NESTING Incubation 

13 days by both sexes. Young 

altricial; estimated to fledge nest at 20-25 days. Fed by both 
sexes. | brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common in 
arid and semiarid brushlands. 
e¢ FEEDERS Attracted to 
birdbaths, pools, and other 
water elements, and feeders 


Series of rapid shallow wing beats with suet, peanut butter, corn, 
alternating with short glides. 


n 2g ies { 
VEST [den 1Cal1oOn 


Shape PR Location 
P & = 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


pneee Sexes differ | 'ebitet we gw @ | Migration Nionmigratory | Weleht 1.1 ounces 


DATE TIME, : LOCATION _ 


—~e red crown 


© huffy gray face 
outlined with 
black triangle 


black-and-white 
barred upperparts, 
shoulders, and wings 
buffy gray, black- 


spotted underparts — 


MALE 


black rump 
and tail 


DOWNY WOODPECKER 
White back; white 
underparts without 


spotting; white outer 
tail feathers with black 
spotting; black ear 


black forehead, 


(TORN, and nape 


patch ® male has red 


patch on back of head. 


FEMALE 


NUTTALLS 
WOODPECKER 
Black face with narrow 


white supercilium 


buffy gray 
underparts with 
black spotting 
on breast, sides, 
and flanks 


curving down behind 
auriculars and white 


mustache; white 


underparts; voice differs 
e male has red on back 


appa of crown only ® south 
outer tail feathers 


: California range barely 
barred white 2 


overlaps ® limited range 
in the West. 


and sunflower seeds. 


Excavated cavity lined with chips ® in upper part of agave, saguaro, or other 
huge cactus; in dead trees or branches; in top of woody shrub, 3-30 feet above 


ground ® unknown which sex digs cavity ® 2-7 white eggs; oval to elliptical, 
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Family PICIDAE Species Pirgides nuttallii Length 7 5 inches Wingspan 13 5 inches 


NUTTALL’S WOODPECKER - 

In the spring, the sound of courtship drumming dink 
against the timber carries across the chaparral white nasal forecrown e | 
region of California, where this small bristles e | 

woodpecker makes its home. A | red occipital 
characteristic bird of the California hort black bill « a patch 


foothills, it is the only black-and-white 
“zebra-backed” woodpecker west of 

the Sierra Mountains that has a . 

white chin, e 


Sars throat, and 
outer tail feathers are white with underparts 


black-and-white-striped face. ‘The 
© black ear 


patches 
black spotting. ‘he female is 
similar to the male, but lacks 
the red occipital patch. 
e SONG A low, hoarse, 
sharp pa-teck or pr-dik may 

| i ; / , : spolte d sides e- 
be repeated in a series or 
black-and-white 
xebralike stri (pes 
on body 


run into a rolling chatter as 
prrrrrrvt. Also utters an 


abrasive thin guee-quee-quee- 
— barred flanks e 
gueep. and crissum 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 
pairs. Forages for insects off 


trunks and branches, probing 


into cavities. Often flies up to 

alight upside down on the underside of a 
limb, nimbly turning and gleaning from 

beneath the limb like a nuthatch. Often 

peels bits of bark off tree instead of 


LADDER-BACKED 
WOODPECKER 
Buffy nasal bristles; red 


excavating cavities. Eats insects and their 
larvae; also eats wild berries, acorns, sap, and 
some grain. Pairs remain on territory year- ape 
; ; = o crown; black patch on 
round and sometimes drive off other 


nape; black-outlined ear 


woodpeckers, including flickers, from favored patch; gray-buff 

. a oe >rparts; -d 

trees. Frequents chaparral, oak woodlands, and cic aaaegin. linge 
breast and sides 


riparian areas with big sycamores. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 

¢ NESTING Incubation about 14 days by both sexes, but 
mostly by male, including all 
nocturnal incubation and 
brooding. Altricial young remain 
in nest 26-28 days, fed by both 


¢ female has black 
crown. 


Flight Pattern 


= § A 4 sexes. | brood per year, 
© POPULATION Common to 


fairly common. 


af 


Alternates eral rapid wing beats with 


No nest materials except a few bark chips ¢ in tree, 2-60 feet above ground; 


sometimes in fence post or utility pole ¢ 3-6 white eggs; oval to elliptical, 


0.9 x 0.7 inches 


Migration \ Weight 1.3 ounces 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat A ®, 9.¢ a” 


onmigratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Species Picgides pubescens | ‘©8Y 6.75-7 inches 


DOWNY WOODPECKER 


The smallest woodpecker in North America is 


Wingspan 1] 


Family piCIDAE —|2 inches 


found across most of the continent, ranging white face @ 

from coast to coast and from the northern 

tree line south to the Gulf and the deserts 

and dry grasslands just north of the 

Mexican border. The combination  7¢¢ occipital e- 

of small size, white back, and patch 

small stubby bill distinguishes 

this common woodpecker. 

Whe female differs from the bith tas 

male only in that it lacks the and shoulders 

red occipital patch. In the 

Pacific Northwest these 

birds show pale brownish 

gray underparts and back. 

¢ SONG Downslurred soft 

high-pitched whinny. Call is 

flat pzé or pick and not as high- 

pitched as that given by the Wie niles 

Hairy Woodpecker. with white 

¢ BEHAVIOR Both sexes drum = S298 

on dead limbs or tree trunks with 

good resonating qualities or on utility 

poles, buildings, or other man-made 

objects to advertise their presence and 

proclaim territorial rights. Eats primarily 

insects and their larvae and eggs, but also 

takes seeds, nuts, berries (including those of 

poison ivy), spiders, and snails. The agility that 

comes with its small size allows it to feed on 

smaller branches and farther out on their tips than 
» other woodpeckers. Roosts in cavities at night. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12 days by both sexes (male at night). 

Young stay in nest 20-25 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per 

year, possibly 2 in the South. 

® POPULATION Widespread and common. Species can be found 
almost anywhere there are trees. 
e FEEDERS AND 
BIRDHOUSES Will come to 


feeders for suet, peanut butter, 


white back e——— 


d 


sunflower seeds, and bread. Will 


nest in bird box designed for it. 
Undulating flight with rapid wing beats 


alternating with pauses on folded wings, 


which produces bouncing flight 


Shape sa si Location na a hy ip : : 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PIGIDAE Species Pjryides villosus | L©8th 8 510.5 inches | WinsPan 15_17.5 inches 


HAIRY WOODPECKER 


| he Hairy Woodpecker and the 


Northern Flicker are the two most one black bill 
widely distributed woodpeckers in is nearly as long 
: . rm: we] 1 \ /, 
North America. his woodpecker Pannen en rere 


is found almost anywhere forests 


ae O4 
nd 4 


red 0 ipital 


exist. Similar in appearance to the © patch 


smaller Downy Woodpecker, tt is 
noisier but less confiding in humans 
and does not often allow a close 
© white face with 
black malar mark 
and wedge-shaped 
postocular stripe 


approach before it flies away. 
Learning its high-pitched peek call 
note will make this shy bird 
easier to locate. Look fora 

whit 


\ 
underparts e © black nape 


and shoulders 


white back when bird 

is in flight. ‘he only 
difference between male 
and female birds is that the 
female lacks the red occipital 

patch. Birds in the Pacific Northwest —— eee 
show pale brownish gray underparts. ahi sporhecltardit 
¢ SONG Loud downslurred whinny 
reminiscent of Belted Kingfisher’s 
rattle. Call is bold, grating, sharp peek. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Roosts in cavities at 
night. Feeds primarily on wood- 
boring insects and their larvae, other 


Similar Birds ix 


insects, nuts, seeds, and from the DOWNY WOODPECKER 
“s & Smaller; shorter, stubby 
drill wells of sapsuckers. Both eho kg SOINCE Ss 

. sya sctepa if bill dength much less 
sexes drum to advertise presence black tail with e 


: than depth of head); 
3 entirely white 


and maintain territory. white outer tailfeathers 


outermost feathers 
— ee with dark spots/bars. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. on each side 
Some individuals Known to PHREE-TOED 
; : ‘ ~ ; WOODPECKER 
remain with same mate for at least 4 years. Windle certioahien 
¢ NESTING Incubation 11-15 days by both sexes (male at barring on back; dark 


night). Altricial young remain in nest 28-30 days. Fed by both DRE SSS RASS 
; ’ ; yellow crown. 


sexes. | brood per year unless nest is robbed or disturbed. 


@¢ POPULATION Fairly common, but sometimes local, over most 
of range. Sometimes more 

common in northern hardwood 
— and boreal forests; rare in the 

Deep South and in Florida. 

¢ FEEDERS Sometimes comes 

for sunflower seeds, nuts, fruits, 

peanut butter, and suet. 


Undulating flight with rapid wing beats 


alternating with pauses on folded wings, 


which produces bouncing flight. 


+60 feet above ground © built by both sexes ® 3-6 white eggs, 1 inch in 


diameter. 


Habitat 9.@ 9p Migration \fost do not migrate 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Plumage Weight 2.5 ounces 


Sexes differ 
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nd | Length 7_8 inches Wingspan 14.15 inches 


ARIZONA WOODPECKER aA q 


Often, this busy woodpecker can 
be seen methodically spiraling up 
tree trunks in search of larvae and 
insects. It often starts low and 
picks its way to the top with 

very little drilling. ‘The only 


ilY PICIDAR 


black crown with 
red occipital patch 


woodpecker with a solid brown ear eed mel ole 
; QUA DTORN ANG 

mm bs Sl arts nares patch un 

brown back (flickers have encircled by black speckles, 

barred brown backs), its white stripes _ bars, and spots 


range in North America ts 

limited to southeastern 

Arizona and extreme ey, 
brown back, 

southwest New Mexico. In rump, and tail 

flight or with tail spread it 

shows white outer tail 

feathers with brown spotting 

and barring. It frequents 

open oak or pine-oak 

woodlands or sycamores in 

canyons. The female is similar dark brown wings 

to the male, but with an all- with white spotting 

WW primaries 

~ black crown. 

» @ SONG Often silent. Abrasive 

shrill peek or chick, similar to call 

of Hairy Woodpecker, and a nasal 

repeated chrick-a. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs; 

sometimes small groups of 5-12 after 

the breeding season. ‘Taps tree with bill, 

then listens for movement to determine where 

to drill. Gleans food from trunk and branches, or 

flecks bark away. Eats mainly wood-boring larvae, and 

“ insects, acorns, and some fruits. Feeds mostly in oak trees. 

’ Courtship displays include wing spreading and flicking. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 14 days by both sexes. Young altricial; 
fed by both sexes. Fledge at 24-29 days. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common to uncommon in 
canyon oak and pine-oak forests 
in mountains and foothills. 

e CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to habitat loss in oak 
woodlands in US range. 


LADDER-BACKED 
WOODPECKER 
Black-outlined buffy 
white ear patch; white 
bars and spots on 
blackish upperparts; 
male’s crown Is 
completely red. 


HAIRY WOODPECKER 
Unspotted white 
underparts; unmarked 
white outer tail 
feathers; white back; 
white spotting and 
barring on blackish 


wings and wing coverts. 


Several rapid wing beats alternate with 
short glides with wings folded, producing 
a roller coaster—like progression. 


No nest materials, expect few bark chips ® in trunk, dead branch of tree, or 
cactus, 9-50 feet above ground ® built by male o: both sexes ¢ 3-4 white eggs; 
oval to elliptical, 1.0 x 0.75 inches. 


Shape Be 


Location gs. & KY. ha 


| Habitat a. a Migration Nonmigratory | “ele 1.7 ounces 


ate TIME LOCATION 


if 
| 
t 
4 
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icoides albolarvatus \ ©"8 9 inches Wingspan 17 inches 


| Family Pic [DAE Species P, 
| — —_ 


WHITE-HEADED WOODPECKER 


[he only North American woodpecker with a white 

head, this bird makes its home in the coniferous white head, throat, 
forests of the mountains of the western Ll nited aNd upper Lreast @ 
States. Sometimes it can be observed perching 


upside-down or sideways, nuthatchlike, on 


@ NAITOR 


tree trunks or branc hes | he temale IS red patch on 


similar to the male, but lacks the red back of head 


patch on the back of her head. In mall bla 


® black 
postocular stripe 


flight the white head and white 
patches in the primaries contrast 


| with the black body. 


© SONG Calls include a sharp pee 


dink oO pee dee-dink. A\so utters 


abrasive cAick or ick, and a rattle —e black body 


that descends at the end, similar 
to that of a Downy Woodpecker. 


e BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 


pairs. Gleans insects off 


pinecones, branches, and trunks 

of trees. Wedges bark off trees 

to expose food or sometimes 

flycatches. Eats a variety of 

insects and their larvae, spiders, 

seeds, and berries. In the 

southern part of the range, more 

than half the diet may be made up 

of pinecone seeds. Males and 

females tend to forage separately in ; 3 
© /arge white wing patch 


Winter, partiuoning the resources, at base of primaries 


with females feeding low on 

ponderosa pine and incense cedar, 
while males forage higher in the same 
trees and additionally on Coulter pines. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 


e NESTING Incubation 14 days by both 
sexes. Young altricial; stay in nest 26 days 


lhe entirely white head is 


unique among North 


\merican woodpeckers. 


before first flight, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Fairly 
Flight Pattern common in mountainous conifer | 
— forests from 4,000—9,000 feet: 
rare and local in the northern 
v parts of the range. 
: ® CONSERVATION 


Relativel slow tlighr, alternating several : 
a Vulnerable to logging 


de p rapid Win beats and short glid 


= 


with wings partially folded to sides Operations. 


Ma 


\ few bark chips @ tree stump or tree, +25 feet above ground; sometimes bores 
-veral cavities in one trunk © built by both sexes ¢ 3—7 white eggs; oval to 
lliptical, 1.0 x 0.8 inches 

Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat 2 ape 4,¢ Migration \/ onmigratory Weight 2.2 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family pICIDAE Length 89 inches Wingspan 14 16 inches 


Species Picyides tridactylus 


THREE-TOED WOODPECKER 

Formerly called Northern Three-toed 

Woodpecker. Black-and-white barring on eivedion rab 
sides and flanks, with black-and-white- white mustache @ 
barred back, set it apart from 


@ lack heac 11dé7 
similar species. Barring and wi? 
on the back varies with = whitish underparts ; 
F ; , @ f/ii)) flilé pyr 41Q7 
geography, with Rocky = &## heavy blackish Fe “ ae 
Mountain birds having barring on sides = ae est: 


: and flanks © 
almost white backs and 


_ birds in the Northeast 

| having mostly black backs 
with thin white bars. Not as 
active as many birds in its 


@ DIACK-ANd-@/ Ife 


hars on center of DACK 


family; easily overlooked, 
spending long periods of 
time simply clinging to the 
trunk of a tree. The female 
is similar to the male but 
has a speckled crown, 
rather than a yellow cap. 
Juveniles are duller, with 
yellow spotting on the bibonail wie 
crown which later white outer tail 


disappears in females. feathers and some 
black Spotting 


@ Dlack TumMp 


| Similar Birds 


BLACK-BACKED 
WOODPECKER 
Solid black back 


@ SONG Generally plese apr pemt alia dea 

‘ = zs ae patch; short white 

silent. Calls soft; has a timid ; . jay : 
yOStocular stripe 


} squeaking sound reminiscent of the mew 
of a Yellow-bellied Sapsucker; also a soft pvé. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Tame. Slow and deliberate. Peels long strips of 
bark off trees to find wood-boring insects. Eats various insects 


HAIRY WOODPECKER 
Unmarked white 
underparts; lacks barred 


sides and flanks: white 


and their larvae, spiders, some berries, and cambium. Frequents nissan ed aes 
coniferous forests, often in mountains. Attracted to burned sail feathers #aiale has 

* forests; often feeds on downed timber and rotting logs. Females red occipital patch 
tend to forage higher in trees than males. : salen bie i. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Pair bond may last several years. crown but never has 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by both sexes; male hates sass ene Hanke] 
incubates at night. Young altricial; stay in nest 22-26 days, fed SSS 


.* 


by both sexes. 1 brood per yes 
e POPULATION Common to 
fairly common, especially in 
burned-over forest. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 


\lternates several rapid wing beats with : ; 
short glide with wings partially folded logging operations. 


to sides 


= 


7 Nest Identification 


Usually no materials except a few bark chips ® stump or tree, 5-45 feet abc 


ground ® built by both sexes ® 3—6 whit -ogs: subelliptical, 0.9 x O 


Shape SI Location gx gry 


° * , i j j T 7 i = 
ia Sexes similar ‘| 4@0!tatoe @ A oe Migration Nionmigratory | Wet 2.5 ounces 


MATE || TIME __ LOCATION 
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Family piCIDAE | 


BLACK-BACKED WOODPECKER ae 


yellow Cap on f 


® blac 4 hi ad 


kK ormerly called the Black-backed ‘Vhree- 


toed Woodpecker, this species shares the 


anatomical distinction of three toes 


with the ‘Three-toed Woodpecker. 
e /ong stout 


It is closely related to the latter black bill 
species but is distinguished by its 
© whit 


black back, the lack of a long 
mustache mark 


white postocular stripe and the 
male’s more solidly yellow cap. saliet Mock bk o— 
Both species often leave behind ANA WINGS 
rows of bark-stripped conifers in 
the boreal pine forests of North 
America they frequent. Both are 
attracted to burned-over forests, 


4} 42 = — white 
se r ha wi” underparts 
areas of windfall, and swampy areas 


with standing dead trees. ‘he female 
has a solid black head, without the 
yellow cap of the male. 

¢ SONG Often silent and easily 
overlooked. Call is a single-note, abrasive 
sharp pick or Aik, similar to “‘Vhree-toed or 
Hairy Woodpeckers, but lower in pitch. 
Sometimes repeated rapidly in a series. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 
‘Tame; deliberate in its movements. 
Somewhat nomadic and may erupt in 
numbers where insect outbreaks 


‘THREE-POED 
WOODPECKER 
Black-and-white barring 
down center of back; 
much longer white 


provide abundant food source. Peels postocular stripe. 


HAIRY WOODPECKER 
White back; wider, 
longer white postocular 


large pieces of bark off trunk of tree to a 
black tail with 

unmarked white 

outer tail feathers 


find wood-boring insects. Eats a variety 


of insects, including ants; also takes 
é stripe; unmarked white 


spiders, cambium, wild fruits, and nuts. 

® BREEDING Monogamous. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by both sexes, but mostly 

by female. Young altricial; stay in nest 25 days, fed by both 

sexes. | brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon to fairly common; sometimes local. 
In the East, may wander south 

of breeding range during the 
winter. 

© CONSERVATION 

Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 

logging operations. 


\lternates between several rapid wing 
beats and short glides with wings partially 


folded to sides. 


| Nest Identification 


0.9 x 0.75 inches. 


| Plumage Sexes similar meee? Nonmigratory 


LOCATION 


Cavity lined with chips ® excavated in dead stubs or trunks of dead trees, 
2-80 feet above ground, usually within opening in forest; sloped entry used as 
doorstep @ built by both sexes, mostly by male ¢ 2-6 white eggs; subelliptical, 


underparts, including 
sides and flanks; white 
spots and barring on 
wings and wing coverts; 
emale has red occipital 
patch. 


Weight 2.5 ounces 


DATE TIME_ 
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Family PICIDAE eo ala $ Colaptes auratus | Length 12.75-14 inches | Winéspan 19_21 inches 


| NORTHERN FLICKER - 


NX . . . . . 
‘This large woodpecker is often found in open 


spaces where it spends considerable time on red crescent on gray Crown 
the ground foraging for ants. ‘Two distinct back of crown e and forehead : 
geographical groups, which were gray nape @ _ 


considered separate species until the F ; Se 
UP OZ? MIR Se 
early 1980s, occur: in the East and rown back and a 
upperwings with 
Northwest, Yellow-shafted Flicker has g/jc¢ barring 
yellow underwings and undertail, and a 


| black mustache; and, in the West, Red- 
| 


black 


shafted Flicker has bright salmon-red erie § 
to red-orange underwings and 
undertail, and a red mustache. 
Although the two forms have 
similar bodies, the Red-shafted 
form shows a different pattern 
on its head with colors that 
are basically reversed from 
those of the Yellow-shafted 
form: a gray face and 
brown forehead, crown, 
and nape with no red 
crescent. Females are 

» similar to males, lacking 

> only the mustache. All birds have brown backs and wings with dark 

- barring, a black crescent bib, buff to grayish underparts with heavy 


YELLOW-SHAFTED 
MALE 


buff-white 
underparts with 
heavy black 
Spotting 


- spotting, and a white rump patch. RED-SHAFTED 
» @ SONG In breeding season, long bold repeated wick-er, wick-er, MALE 
wick-er notes. Year-round, makes single loud 4/ee-yer or clearrrr. ~ Simi lar Birds 


. © BEHAVIOR Most terrestrial North American woodpecker. Soe Sei 
- An analysis of the contents of a single flicker stomach revealed 
- 3,000 ants. Spring courtship displays are noisy and animated, as 
pair bonds are established and rivals are driven away. 
_,¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. fm via 
¢ NESTING Incubation 11-16 days by both sexes. Altricial ha at et 
» young stay in nest 4 weeks, fed by both sexes. Usually 1 brood under wings and tail 
per year, sometimes 2 in the South. el ee 
¢ POPULATION Yellow-shafted form common. Red-shafted form 
is fairly common to common. 
Both thought to be declining. 


e BIRDHOUSES Nests in 
houses and boxes. 


¢ CONSERVATION 

Several rapid wing beats followed by a Declining. Introd uced : 
pause with wings folded at sides produces Huropean Starlings successfully 
up-and-down flight pattern. compete for nest sites. 


est Identification In snag, poles, posts, buildings, nest boxes, and banks (sometimes driving out 


A fe kingfisher or Bank Swallow tenants) ® 6—20 feet above ground, sometimes 


: igher ® bui J >xes @ retimes uses same nest hole for second season 
Shape Lal Location Be: me ia higher built by both sexes ® sometimes use 
na , Me 


¢ 3-12 white eggs; oval to short-oval; 1.1 x 0.8 inches. 


GILDED FLICKER 
Limited range but 
overlaps with Red- 
shafted form; like a 


lumage Sexes differ 


JATE TIME LOCATION z eee 
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Family PICIDAE 


Wingspan 18 inches 


Length 1() 5-12 inches 


GILDED FLICKER =, 


Named for the golden color of its | 
underwings and tail, this bird makes its 


Species Co/apres chrysoides 


CINNAMON 6 ap 


home in the desert. It digs huge cavities 
in giant cacti for its nest, and in turn 
these cavities are used by other birds, 
including small owls, bats and other 

acd . ; —e red mustache 
mammals, and reptiles. ‘he female ts 
similar to the male but lacks the red 
mustache. Both show a white rump 
patch and yellow tail base in flight. 

e SONG A bold repetitive 

wick-er. Call is a long, drawn- 


—~e gray throat, 
chin, and face 


< | _____» plack bib 
e\\ 


——e harred brown 
wings and 
shoulders 


out, somewhat explosive 

kleeve-ver. pale brown e— 
back with 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary fine black 


or in pairs. Frequents barring 


arid and open country. 
Spends much time 
foraging on the 

ground, where it 
probes anthills with 
pointed bill and 

long tongue. Also 

eats other insects, 
fruits, wild berries, 

and cactus fruits. 

¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous. Solitary. 
¢ NESTING Length 
of incubation estimated 
at 11-14 days, by both . 
sexes. Young altricial; fed L 
by both parents; fledge 

nest in estimated 25-28 days; 

time of first flight undetermined. 

1 brood per year, possibly 2 broods. 


——e fan underparts with 
large black spots 


Similar Birds 
» NORTHERN FLICKER 
“Yellow-shafted” form 


golden yellow 


end has red crescent on gray 
UNAETOINGS 


nape; gray crown; tan 
face; black mustache on 


male ® “Red-shafted” 


form has reddish 


underwings and 


undertail; brown crown; 


gray face. 


@ POPULATION Fairly common. Some hybridization occurs with 
the “Red-shafted” form of 

Northern Flicker in limited 
zone of contact. 

¢ FEEDERS Watermelon slices 

attract this bird. 

¢ CONSERVATION Competes 

for nest sites with introduced 

Kuropean Starlings. 


\lternates several rapid shallow wing 
| beats with short glides with wings folded 


| to sides. 


No nest; sometimes a few bark chips ® in giant cactus, 11-30 feet above ground, 
or cottonwood or other deciduous tree, 5—25 feet above ground ¢ built by both 


sexes @ 3-5 white eggs; oval to elliptical, 1.1 x 0.8 inches. 


|; Plumage 


Weight 3.9 ounces 


Sexes similar 


DATE Ss TIME_ LOCATION 
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FamilY PICIDAE Species Dryocopus pileatus | P&M 16.5-19.5 inches | Wingspan 27_30 inches 


PILEATED WOODPECKER 


‘These crow-sized woodpeckers drum on red crest extending 
trees to claim territory and attract a mate; from forehead to ff 
the loud heavy sound is as if the tree is tied _ 
being hit with a wooden mallet. Each 

member of a mated pair excavates several 
roosting cavities and may retire for the 
evening in one of them. ‘The male roosts 
in the current nesting cavity before the 
eggs are laid and afterward incubates them 
there at night. In flight both sexes show 

a large white patch at the base of 

the primaries and they also show solid black e 
white underwing linings. back 

¢ SONG Location call to mate is a 

deliberate loud cuck, cuck, cuck. Both sexes 

have a call of ywcka, yucka, yucka, similar to a 
flicker, that changes in pitch, loudness, and 

in its cadence. 

* BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Loud 

and often conspicuous. Bores deep into 

trees and peels off large strips of bark 

for food. Also digs on ground and on black 
fallen logs. Eats ants, beetles, and a forehead 
variety of other insects, especially 
tree-boring ones, acorns, 
beechnuts, seeds of tree cones, 
nuts, and various fruits. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 

15-18 days by both sexes, mostly 
male. Young altricial; brooded by 
female; stay in nest 26-28 days, fed 
by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common to fairly 
common in the Southeast; 
uncommon and local elsewhere. 


@ lar 


blac h bill 


—e scarlet mustache 


——e white chin 


@ white line from 
base of bill CTOSSES 
face to back of 
neck and extends 
down neck to side 


Similar Birds 


IVORY- BILLED 
WOODPECKER 
Probably extinct 


a 


: _—*® bla # 
mustache 


¢ Jarger; two white 


stripes on back 


extending from sides of 


neck; white secondaries 


make white patch on 


back when wings fold; 


black chin; 1vory-white 


bill; in flight, shows 


white secondaries and 


tips of inner primaries, 


FEMALE 


white lining onedge of 


underwing ® female has 


black crest 


¢ FEEDERS Mixture of melted suet, pecans, and walnut meats. 


- © CONSERVATION 
q Flight Pattern 


Vulnerable to habitat loss and 
forest fragmentation. Sharp 
Strong powerful wing beats when traveling 


decline in early 20th century, 
but has adapted to habitat 
changes. Competes for 


distances; alternates rapid wing strokes 


excavated nesting cavities with 


with brief periods of wings folded to sides 


on short flights beneath the canopy. 


Nest Identification 


Kuropean Starlings. 


Few wood chips ® dead or live tree in shaded area, 15-85 feet above ground 
¢ excavated by both sexes; female sometimes docs more @ 3—8 white eggs 
Shape By Location py il +} oval to elliptical, 1.3 x 1.0 inches 
P ’ * i igrati ° j 
Plumage Sexes differ Habitat 999 9.¢ @, Migration Nonmigratory | Weléht 10.9 ounces 
| g 


|) TIME LOCATION 
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Family —TyRANNIDAE 


NORTHERN BEARDLESS- TYRANNULET 


As it is difficult to spot, this bird 
is best located by its high, thin 
voice. The male tends to sing 
from high perches in tall 
trees. Once spotted, this 
little flycatcher can be 
somewhat difficult to 
identify, especially if 
the crest is not raised 
and apparent. In 
conjunction with its 
voice, crest, and 

small size, other 
characteristics are 

the bird’s fairly 

upright posture and 
wagging tail. 

¢ SONG Clear notes with 

a whistled, slightly nasal 

peeert or pee-yerp. Also 

3-5 or more brief 

melancholy downslurred 

notes, dee-dee-dee-dee. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or 

in pairs. Easily overlooked. 
Forages low to high. In 
summer months, often seen 
hawking insects in midair in 
the manner of other flycatchers. 


TORN WIth 
bushy crest 


indistinct 
eve ring 


nape sometimes 
lighter than 
crown 


gray-olive 


upperparts 


two buff- rs 


colored 
wing bars 


In winter, forages for insects by gleaning from twigs and leaves 
like a kinglet, warbler, or vireo. Also feeds on small berries. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 


¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Incubation time 
undetermined, but Known to be performed by female. Young 
altricial; fed by both sexes. Age at first flight undetermined. 


1-2 broods per year. 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon in southeast Arizona and southern 


Length 4°5 inches Wingspan 7 inches 


| 


an 


faint whitish 
evebr Ow - | 


small slightly 
curved bill with 
dusky tip and 
creamy-pink base 


dull white or pale 
yellow underparts 


KINGLET 

Rounder head; lacking 
crest; bold white eye 
ring; two distinct 
whitish wing bars; short 
notched tail; tiny dark 
bill; nervous habit of 
flicking wings as it hops 
through foliage. 


BUFF-BREASTED | 
FLYCATCHER 4 
Slightly larger; pale 
brownish upperparts 

and head; cinnamon- 

buff breast; belly and 
undertail coverts 

washed pale yellowish 
white to buff-white; 2 
whitish wingbars; white 

eye ring forms 

“teardrop”; white webs 

on outer tail feathers 

¢ more limited 

Southwest range. 


Rather weak direct flight on rapidly 


beating wings. Often flies out from perch 


to take flying insect and returns. 


‘Texas, although can be locally 
common within range. 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Resident 
from northern Mexico through 
Central America. May have 
declined with the loss of 
streamside habitat. 


Size and shape of baseball, with high entrance on one side ® grass- and weed- 
lined, with vegetation, down, and feathers ¢ outer branches of deciduous tree, 


4-50 feet above ground; often built in the stems of a clump of mistletoe ¢ built 


by female ¢ 1-3 white eggs, finely marked with brown, olive, or gray spots at 


larger end; oval to long oval, 0.6 inch long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitate,e @ se Migration \{igratory Weight (3 ounce 


DATE TIME 


LOCATION 
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Family "TYRANNIDAE 


lookout in the tops of dead or 
living trees. Populations are on 
the decline in many regions, 
believed to be the result of 
_ disappearing winter habitats. 
- Migration begins 1n late 
- spring and early fall; these 

birds spend the winter as 

far away as Central and 

South America. 

¢ SONG Call sounds like 

quick three beers with second 

note higher. Other calls 
include a trebled pzp. 
_ ® BEHAVIOR Solitary. 
’ Reclusive. Often perched on 
high exposed branches. Hawks 
_a wide variety of flying insects in 

midair, often taking larger insects 
; the size of, and including, 
honeybees, beetles, and cicadas. 

Characteristic tendency is to 
vigorously defend nesting areas 
against predators and humans. 


,Frequents open montane and boreal 

, coniferous forests, burns, bogs, swamps, and areas around 

» mountain lakes; uses dead trees for hunting perches. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 14-17 days by female. Young altricial; 
fed by both sexes; first flight at 21-23 days. 1 brood per year. 


Swift flight on rapidly beating wings. 
Sallies from perch to take flying insects 
with audible snap of bill; returns to perch. 


Nest Identific 


Location b> 


Shape wy 


a vipd Wea tas tare 
Species Contopus cooperi 


Length 7.5 inches 


Wingspan 13 inches 


OLIVE-SIDED FLYCATCHER aol. 


This is a stout large-headed flycatcher with 
dark olive sides and flanks and distinctive 
white rump side tufts, which are often 
concealed or obscured by the folded 
wings. The Olive-sided Flycatcher is 
often observed perched high on an 
exposed dead limb in a tree or on 


laree mostly black 
bill with center and 
base of lower mandible 
a dull orange 


proportionally 
short neck 


brownish olive 


upperparts 9 o ae 
Perper ' —e dull white throat, 


center breast strip, belly, 
and undertail coverts 


brownish olive sides of 
breast, streaked sides, 
and flanks 


large stout 
body 


black legs 
and feet Similar Birds 

GREATER PEWEE 
Longer tail; tufted crest; 
more uniform gray 
plumage overall; white 
chin and throat; dark 


upper mandible and 
bright orange lower 
mandible; lacks rump 


tufts; voice differs 


® casual in winter in 
Arizona and California. 


EASTERN 
WOOD-PEWEE 
Smaller, sparrow-sized 
body; pale whitish to 


proportionally 
short tail 


olive-gray underparts; 
lacks rump tufts; two 


narrow white wing bars; 


voice differs. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common; casual in winter in 
coastal mountains of southern 
California. Declining; one factor 
may be deforestation and loss of 
habitat on wintering grounds. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 


‘at: al 

Non, yy OK 

OKC 
SRS, 


~y 


B 


Lined with lichen, grass, roots, twigs, weeds, and pine needles ¢ in 
conifer, usually on horizontal branch, 5—70 feet above ground ® built by 
female ¢ 3—4 white to pinkish buff eggs with brown and gray spots 


concentrated at larger end; oval to short oval, 0.9 x 0.6 inches 


> i ay { j i : i ; 
lumage Sexes similar | Habitat 4 gp Migration Migratory Weight Undetermined 


YATE TIME 


LOCATION __ 
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STO Cintypusperinas WneShon 135 inches 


GREATER PEWEE 


Also known as Coues’s Flycatcher, the slender 
tufted crest 


Family "TyRANNIDAE 


Greater Pewee is commonly seen year- 


round in most of the Mexican range, 


dark upper mandible 
and orange lower 
mandible 


migrating only short distances 
northward into limited US montane grayish olive head 
and upperparts 


breeding ranges in southeast to 
central Arizona and extreme 
southwest New Mexico. In 


© grayish white 
throat and chin 


summer months the Greater pale wing e 


Pewee’s plumage is grayish bars 


olive on its upperparts and 


yellowish white on its pale grayish breast and 
underparts with yellowish 


wash on belly 


underparts. ‘his species 
can be distinguished by 
its slender crest, which 


blackish legs 


ee and feel 


gives the head a 
slightly tufted 
appearance, and the 


OLIVE-SIDED 
FLYCATCHER 
Proportionally bigger 


long slender 
bicolored bill that ts 
dark above and 
orange below. 

e SONG A 
whistled 4o-sa, 


head and shorter tail; 
lacks pointed crest; 
heavy dark bill; creamy 
pink lower mandible 
with dark tip; dark 


long tail appears 
slightly notched 


, when folded 
ma-re-ah, Calls when joldec grayish underparts with 
also include a pale a throat, ane : 

: ie ; : central breast strip; dark 
mellow pip pip Pip, ; grayish olive head and 
which at times Is steadily repeated. upperparts; white rump 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Often perched on dead tutte; voice difiers, 


WESTERN 
WOOD-PEWEE 
Smaller, sparrow-sized 
body; dusky; 2-toned 


branches midway up pine trees. Swoops down to catch insects 
in midair, often with an audible snap of its mandibles. Defends 
territory aggressively against intruders, including hawks, 


squirrels, snakes, and other birds. bill is dark above and 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. See ee ees 
= ? _ : base of the lower 

¢ NESTING Period of incubation unknown. Young altricial; fed mandible; lacks tufted 


by both sexes; age at fledging undocumented. 1 brood per year. crest; voice differs. 


¢ POPULATION Stable. Fairly common in montane pine-oak 
woodlands and sycamores. 
Casual in central and southern 
California and southern Arizona 
in winter. 

® CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant, vulnerable 
to habitat loss because of timber 


Short flights with rapid shallow wing 


beats. Sallies out to take Insects In alr, 
often returning to same or nearby perch. harvesting. 


Lined with fine grass, weeds, leaves, lichen, and other vegetation, often 
attached to branch by spider web ¢ fork of horizontal branch, 10-40 feet above 


. Nest Identification 


ground, in conifer or sycamore ® built by female ¢ 3—4 dull white to creamy 


white eggs, brown and gray markings mostly near larger end; oval to short oval, 


Shape qy Location py & 
— om 


0.8 inch long. 


Habitat 4 999 Migration Migratory 


DATE : TIME LOCATION 


Plumage Ge Weight 1.0 ounce 


xes similar 
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Length 6 25 inches Wingspan 1()5 inches 


amily "—TbyRANNIDAE Species Contopus sordidulus 


WESTERN WOOD-PEWEE 


‘The western counterpart to the 
Eastern Wood-Pewee is similar 
in appearance but has a 
different call. Like other 
pewees, its wings quiver when 
it lands, but it does not wag its 
tail. This sparrow-sized : 
: dark grayish 
flycatcher is dark and dusky ican Goesall 
overall and inhabits riparian ~ 
woodlands and open, mixed : 
conifer and hardwood forests — 
in the mountains. Note the 
two thin wing bars and the 
lack of an eye ring. 
¢ SONG On breeding 
grounds sings /swee-/ee-teet. 
Also has soft, nasal whistle 
peeer or peeyee, given 
throughout the year. 
Often vocalizes before 
daylight; in evenings 
sometimes sings untl 
after dark. 


¢ BEHAVIOR 
Solitary. Stays quietly 


© dark bill 


© yellow-orange 
on base of lower 
mandible 


2 thin white 
bars on wings 


paler 


underparts 


blackish S eet 


GREATER PEWEE 


hidden in trees or and legs Tufted crest; larger; 
perched in open view larger bill; dark 
until it spots food, upperparts; yellow- 

h fli ne orange underparts; 
then ~s) out an indistinct wing bars; 
snatches insect. different call © casual in 
Eats wide variety winter in Arizona and 
of small to California. 

‘medium flying > EASTERN 
: : : ; ‘ : WOOD-PEWEE 
insects, some spiders, and a few wild berries. | 
& More olive upperparts; 
* BREEDING Monogamous. : less dusky underparts; 
~ ie ; 2 ° - os ale bill; different voice. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-13 days by female. Altricial young. oe ee 


Fed by both sexes. First flight at 14-18 days. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common to 
Flight Pattern abundant in some areas but 


declining in parts of California. 
Casual in the East in migration. 
© CONSERVATION 

Weak fluttering direct flight with shallow Neotropical migrant. This bird 
wing beats. Sallies from perch to catch is vulnerable to deforestation on 


insects, returning to same or nearby perch. : . , 
3 aie its wintering grounds. 


Tentification Grass, plant fibers, and plant down ¢ decorated outside with gray moss, leaves, 
| AGENT ITC LON 
and sometimes lichen ® bound to branch with spider webs ® in trees, usually 


< aes = as 


conifer, on horizontal branch 15-75 feet above ground © built by female 
Shape wy Location iv’ a e 2-4 whitish to creamy eggs blotched with brown and lavender, often 
> 


concentrated toward larger end; oval to short oval, 0.7 inch long 


uMage Sexes similar | Habitat a@ @, Migration Migratory 


ATE TIME _ LOCATION _ 


432 e BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


Family ‘TYRANNIDAE wingspan 10.5 inches 


| Length 6 25 inches 


Specles Cynpypus virens 


EASTERN WOOD-PEWEE 
Although this bird is very difficult 
to distinguish visually from its 


western counterpart, the Western 
Wood-Pewee, their ranges barely 
overlap and their voices differ. dark upper 
mandible 


Like most flycatchers, it tends 


to perch on an open lookout dark grayish e— 


‘e yellow-orange 
olive upperparts jason S 


among thick trees or shrubs, lower mandible 
sailing into the open only to 


feed. It is often first detected © whitish throat, center 


i ne breast, and belly 
by its voice, because it often 


calls its distinctive pee-a-wee 

while perched, awaiting its 

next chance at a flying 

insect. Juveniles are similar 

to adults but both upper 

and lower mandibles 

showing dark coloration. 

e SONG During the day whistles 
distinctive, slow plaintive pee-a- 
wee, with second note lower; on 
second or third repeat, often 
tollowed by pee-yeer, second note 
lower. At dusk and early dawn, 
sings ah-de-dece. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary. Perches on 
open and/or dead branches in trees 
to spot prey; flies out to catch 
food. Eats a wide variety of flying 
insects, including beetles, flies, 


@ 2 thin whitish 
wing bars 


© pale dusky olive 


j —_— sides and flanks 


—e pale underparts 
washed yellowish 


Se black fee ft 
and legs 


WESTERN 
WOOD-PEWEE 
Ranges barely overlap; 


very similar in size and 


appearance; duskier and 


darker overall; darker 


lower mandible; voice is 


different. 


EASTERN PHOEBE 
Slightly larger; paler 

& whitish to yellow 
underparts; lacks wing 


moths, wasps, and bees. ‘lakes 

some spiders and a few berries. Like other flycatchers, it often 
defends its territory even from larger birds by flying at them and 
pecking at their backs. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-13 days by female. Young altricial; 
stay in nest 14-18 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly 
Flight Pattern 


bars; both mandibles 


dark; pumps tail up and 


down while perched, 


especially upon landing; 


voice differs. 


common and widespread. 
Casual in the West in migration. 
© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Infrequent 
host to cowbird’s eggs. Decline 
due to possible loss of South 
American wintering habitat. 


Rather slow fluttering direct flight on 
shallowly beating wings. Sallies forth to 


catch insects in midair, returning to perch. 


Nest Identification 


Shape q@y Location & ix 


Grass, plant fibers, and spider web, covered with thick layer of lichens ¢ fork of 
tree or saddled on horizontal branch, 15-50 feet above ground ¢ built by female 


¢ 2-4 whitish eggs, with brown blotches and purple, often wreathed at large end; 
oval to short ovate, 0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


Habitat 9.9 Migration Migratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Plumage Se Weight 0.5 ounce 


xes similar 
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samily "TY RANNIDAE Species f mpidonax flaviventris | “PEM 5.5 inches 


YELLOW-BELLIED FLYCATCHER 


Once you spot this small bird, its ieheade 

yellowish underparts from chin | ee 
to undertail coverts make it easy 
to identify because it is the only 
eastern Empidonax with a 
yellow throat. Voice and habitat 
also are key to clinching the 
identification. It usually stays 
hidden low in trees, shrubs, or 
thickets, but making various 
squeaking or kissing sounds 

on the back of your hand may 
lure it from its hiding place. 
This flycatcher is credited 

with eating more ants than 

any other empid. 


¢ SONG Often silent in 
migration. Slurred and 
explosive pse-ek! Also 
makes a per-WEE, 
reminiscent of a 

» pewee’s short song, 

- anda shrill chiu. 

> @¢ BEHAVIOR 
Secretive and 

quiet. Stays low 

- in thickets near 

s the ground and 

» inside foliage in 

| wet swampy woods. 

' Eats a variety of insects, including beetles, moths, tent buff to white wash on 
caterpillars, flies, ants, and some spiders. May subsist on f wing bars; larger bill is 

-mountain ash during severe weather. As it gives its single strong yellowish below; yellow 

| note it flutters its wings and jerks its head and tail as if the vocal Roa ee Nee 

» effort was so strenuous as to cause the shudder. proportionally longer 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. eal; SERGTERE TONGS, 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Altricial young 

fed by both sexes. First flight at 

13-14 days. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common to 

fairly common. Stable. 

¢ CONSERVATION 

Neotropical migrant. 

Occasionally parasitized by 

Brown-headed Cowbird. 


broad yellow e— 


eve ring —e pale orange 


lower mandible 


in 
olive ~e yellow throat 


upperparts 
oliz eC wash 
on breast 


Se 2 whitish 
wing bars 


yellow underparts 


CORDILLERAN 
FLYCATCHER 
Teardrop-shaped eye 
ring; less contrasting 


wings and wing bars: 
darker brown 
upperparts; 
proportionally longer 
tail; different voice. 


short tail 


ACADIAN FLYCATCHER 
Whitish gray throat: 


wash on belly and 


: fie Flight Pattern 


t 


Weak fluttering flight with shallow rapid 
wing beats. Sallies from perch to hawk 


insects and returns to same or nearby perch. 


‘Twigs, rootlets, weeds, and moss ® lined with thin rootlets, grass, and fresh 
leaves ® atop hillock of moss or on upturned stumps among roots of fallen trees, 


0-2 feet above ground ® built by female ® 3—5 white eggs with light brown dots 


Shape wy LOCATION umm eR eS, 


that become heavier near larger end; oval to short oval, 0.7 by 0.5 inches. 


lumage Sexes similar | Habitat pp @ 9° a Migration \figratory Weight (4 ounce 


ATE TIME __ LOCATION oe = =e 
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Family TyRANNIDAE Species my pidonax virescens | “78h 5.75 inches _ | Wingspan g 75 inches | 


ACADIAN FLYCATCHER 


[ts scientific genus name, which means 


pale yellow eye ring 


“mosquito king,” widely misses the mark tn 


describing this bird’s feeding habits, but it 

is an apt description of the small size ,/;. 
: ce 

of a flycatcher that lords over a realm — upperparts e 

of small insects. It is the only 

Empidonax flycatcher to breed 

in the deep southern states of 


| long broad- 


North America, where it rules 2 Ayffy or ' Laken Cs wai 
nt ihe led decid whitich z \ yellow lower 
in heavily wooded deciduous — wAitish 7 . wianaibie 


bottomlands, swamps, and wing bars 


riparian thickets, and in the 
wooded ravines of drier 
uplands. Like other empids it 
is best known by its voice. 

¢ SONG Soft call of peace or 
peeet. Its explosive PIZ-zza!! 
sounds like a bird sneezing. 
On territory, males utter a 
mechanical “, #7, 4, #7 as they 
move from one perch to the 
next beneath the canopy. 


» pale grayish throat 


Se white lower breast 


. yellowish belly 


‘ ; oe \ and undertail 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary. \ coverts . LEAST FLYCATCHER 
Easily overlooked except \ Smaller bill; more 
for its occasional long primar y brownish olive — 
projection upperparts; grayish 


vocalizations. Perches in 
shade on lower to mid- 
level branches in thick 
trees to search for food, 
then dashes out to snatch 
insect. Eats wide variety of flying insects. Frequents wet areas 


white underparts; bright 
white wingbars and eye 


ring; shorter primary 
projection ® voice and 
breeding habitat differ. 


WILLOW FLYCATCHER 
ALDER FLYCATCHER 


in open woodlands where it aggressively drives away larger birds : Less distinct eye ring, 
and other intruders from the breeding territory. less contrasting wings 
; with dull wingbars; and 
° 18) iG 
BREEDING Monogamous. seshine! buon applcrpanks 
¢ NESTING Incubation 13-15 days by female. Young altricial; * voice and breeding 


habitat differ. 


fed by both sexes, but more by female. First flight at 
13-15 days; male may feed fledglings while female starts second 


clutch. 2 broods per year. 
Flight Pattern ¢ POPULATION Common; 
a 


range expanding in Northeast. 
Weak fluttering flight with shallow wing 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 
Frequently nest parasitized by 
Brown-headed Cowbird. 


beats on rapidly beating wings. Sallies out 


from perch and takes insects in flight, 


then returns to same or nearby perch. 


Nest Identification 


Shape ogy Location 2 pi, age 
Ces 


Sticks, grass, dried stems, and bits of bark and cobweb; lined with grass, hair, 
and plant down ® sloppy/messy-looking with long streamers of grasses hanging 
beneath cup ¢ in fork of horizontal limb well out from trunk ¢ 3-25 feet up 


¢ built by female ¢ 2-4 creamy white eggs, with sparse brown spots; oval to short 


oval; 0.7 x 0.6 inches. 


— 
Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ae @, Migration Migratory Weight (9.5 ounce : 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Length 5.75 inches Wingspan 8_9 inches 


ALDER FLYCATCHER meek 


Perhaps the most green-brown of 
the eastern empids, this bird was 
formerly known as ‘Traill’s 
Flycatcher, from which both it brownish 
and the Willow Flycatcher i ee 
were split into separate species — rownish olive 


"amily "TYRANNIDAE | 


white eye ring 


© blackish bill 
with pinkish 
orange lower 


in the 1970s. This shy bird is ss sa mandible 

easily overlooked; during re ae 
. : . @ : 

nesting season it stays hidden 

within the thick trees and 2 white bars dusky wash 


shrubs of its alder swamp On wings on chest 
and wet meadow-thicket 
habitat. Occasionally it can 
be spotted dashing out of 
hiding to catch passing 
insects or perching 
conspicuously on an 
exposed branch to sing. 
e SONG Raspy /ee-ee-o held 
wings 
or way-bee-o on breeding 
grounds. Also has call of 
bold pep. 
~@ BEHAVIOR Male sings 
repeatedly for first 2 weeks 
after returning to territory 
in late spring, but after he 
bonds with female is largely 
silent. Stays low in thick darker 
vegetation, often hunting tail 
inside umbrella of thicket 
canopy. Perches in shrubs to 
spot prey, then catches it in 
flight. Eats wide variety of 
; flying insects; gleans some from vegetation, including spiders 
-and millipedes. Also feeds on some types of small berries. 
® BREEDING Monogamous. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Altricial young. Fed 
by both sexes. First flight at 
13-14 days. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common 
and stable. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 
Occasionally nest parasitized by 
Brown-headed Cowbird. 


—e pale yellow 
wash on sides 
and flanks 


~; whitish bell y 


blackish legs and feet 


WILLOW FLYCATCHER 
Different call; more 


whitish 
undertail 
coverts 


brown overall; less- 


prominent wing bars 
and eye ring; wArr call 


; note ® different 
breeding habitat. 


ACADIAN FLYCATCHER 
Greener upperparts; 
longer tail; yellowish 


f : eye ring; yellow wash 
f , 
f on belly and undertail 


coverts; different voice 


and habitat. 


Weak fluttering direct flight with shallow 
wing beats. Sallies to hawk flying insects, 
often returning to same or nearby perch. 


dentification Grass, weeds, bark strips, small twigs, and rootlets * lined with plant down or 
—— —— other soft materials ® in horizontal or upright fork of shrub or low tree 1-4 feet 
(sometimes as high as 30 feet) above ground ® bust by female * 3—4+ white eggs 


Shape Location bi - 
w = by As dotted with brown on larger end; oval, 0.7 x 0.55 inches. 


lumage Sexes similar Habitat @ a Migration Migratory Weight 9.5 ounce 


ATE TIME ee ae LOCATION 
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WILLOW FLYCATCHER —— 


Vhis bird can be distinguished from other 


KE mpidonax flycatchers by its voice and breeding ; : 
brownish to brownish 


habitat preference, plus It 1S perhaps the most oreen head 
brown of the eastern Empidonax and lacks a 

prominent eye ring. Much variation occurs in brownish green 

overall color: northwestern races have dark upperparts @ 


heads, while southwestern races are very ea 
pale. The compact, intricate nests of oe 
these birds often have streamers pale 
hanging underneath. Formerly lores 


lumped together with the Alder 


Flycatcher as the ‘Traill’s dark wings with 
Flycatcher. buff to yellow 


wing bars blackish bill with 
yellowish pink 


lower mandible 


e SONG Often silent in 
migration. Utters harsh, burry 
hitz-bew or fritz-be-yew, 
resembling a sneeze with -. 
accent on first syllable. Call ae — - 
a loud, thick w/7t/ dondiade cnt 
¢ BEHAVIOR Inhabits secondaries 
swamps and willow thickets 

along streams. Often perches 


whitish center of belly 
and undertail coverts 


\ 


x 
dusky sides and * blackish 
flanks tinged with legs and feet 


low below crown of vegetation: one 
when singing uses exposed . Suck watt 
perch. Males chase females in 
courtship flights similar to those of 
other empids. Perches to spot prey, + 
then catches it in flight. Eats wide 
variety of flying insects and those : =F 
gleaned from foliage; also takes spiders \ | Similar Birds “al 
and some berries. ALDER FLYCATCHER 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. F Shorter bill; more 

: 7 . . prominent eye ring; 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-15 days by female. Altricial young. more olive-gray to olive- 
Fed by both sexes. First flight at 12-14 days. 1 brood per year. brown back; bolder buff 


5 — a : wing bars ¢ different 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common and expanding southern 


range in the East; uncommon to rare in parts of the West; 
declining on West Coast. Decline due to loss of streamside habitat. 
¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical migrant. Nests parasitized by 


Brown-headed Cowbird. 
Flight Pattern 


Populations increase with 
Weak fluttering flight with shallow 


voice and habitat. 


reduced cattle grazing in 
breeding habitats and cessation 
of killing and removing 
streamside willow thickets. 


rapid wing beats. Sallies from perch to 


hawk flying insects, returning to perch. 


Bark, grass, rootlets, and bits of plants © lined with plant down and other soft 


vegetation ® in fork of deciduous tree or shrub 2-15 feet above ground ¢ built by 


female ¢ 2-4 pale buff to whitish eggs with brown spots that become thicker on 


Shape wy Location @&& = 


kd 


the larger end; oval to short oval, 0.7 x 0.55 inches. 


Weight (5 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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| Length 5 25 inches Wingspan 7 5_8 5 inches 


laree head 


amily T'yRANNIDAE 


LEAST FLYCATCHER 


A common summer 
breeding resident in short P 
North America and the ‘riangular ff 
smallest of the eastern bill ‘ 
empids, the Least 
Flycatcher is perhaps 
the most often- pale lower 
encountered small mandible with 
flycatcher in the East. dusky tip 
During breeding 
season the male makes i ta 
a noisy territorial upperparts 
display, calling chee- 
BECK more than hee. 
sixty times per minute wing bars 
while chasing other 
flycatchers in its 
territory. Note its 
small size, small bill, 
brown to olive wash aed 
on the upperparts, and primary 
conspicuous eye ring and = P/a/ection 
- wing bars. 
¢ SONG Sings raspy 
repetitive chee-BECK. Call is 
piercing whitt-whitt-whitt. 
»¢ BEHAVIOR Active, often 
changing perches. Flicks tail and 
wings a lot; jerks tail strongly upward. 
Chases female in courtship; chases ecologically similar 
American Redstart out of nesting territory. Perches to spot prey, 
then catches it in the air while flying. Also gleans insects from 
» branches and foliage. Eats wide variety of insects, some spiders, 
‘and a few berries and seeds. 


white eye ring 


WILLOW, ALDER, 
AND ACADIAN 
FLYCATCHERS 
Larger; larger bills; 


greener upperparts; 
longer primary 
extensions; different 
voices ® Willow 


Flycatcher has less 
prominent eye ring but 
similar w/t call note. 


DUSKY FLYCATCHER 
Slightly longer, 
narrower bill; longer 
tail; grayer throat; less 


yellow belly 


pale yellow 


undertail coverts 


contrast In wings; more 


narrow eye ring; 
different song. 


HAMMOND’S 
FLYCATCHER 

Small narrow bill; part 
of lower mandible is 


orangisn; gray throat; 


darker olive-gray breast; 
more distinct teardrop- 


shaped eye ring; long 


* BREEDING Monogamous. Sometimes in loose colonies. primary projection; 


¢ NESTING Incubation 13-15 days by female. Altricial young 
stay in nest 12-17 days. Fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 
/_ ¢ POPULATION Common 
whi Paliers - and widespread but declining in gi, SAAR 
—_————_——___—<—| parts of range. . aes 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 
Uncommon host to cowbird. 
Declining population noted by 
National Audubon Society. 


different voice. 


Weak fluttering direct flight with shallow 
wing beats. Sallies to take insects in flight 
and returns to same or nearby perch. 


Grass, bark strips, twigs, lichens, and plant fibers; bound by spider or caterpillar 
webs ® in fork of tree or shrub 2—60 feet above ground ® built by female * 3-6 


creamy white eggs; ovate, 0.6 x 0.5 inches. 


J|ATE TIME _ LOCATION __ 
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Family TyRANNIDAE 


HAMMOND’S FLYCATCHER large grayish 


e head 


‘This small bird avoids competition 
for nest sites and food by living 
higher on mountains in open 
coniferous forests and nesting 
at higher elevations and 

farther north than most other 
Empidonax flycatchers. 
Spending much of its day 
perched high in the trees, re 
this rather large-headed, Bock 
short-tailed empid has a 

relatively horizontal 

stance, with the tail on “aba =e gray or olive 
the same plane as the a wash on breast 
body or slightly cocked. tena ee 

It often shows a small 

patch of orangish color 

at the base of the 

lower mandible. darker wings € 
e SONG Often oneae 
silent for long 
periods of time. 
Low, rapid, hoarse, 
sharp two-syllable 
sill/-it or chi-pit and 
low-pitched, 

rough greecp or 
pweeet. Call is 
raspy, sharp pees. 

¢ BEHAVIOR 
Active, flicking 
tail frequently and 
often flicking wings at same time. Perches in tree to spot prey, 
then quickly catches it in flight. Eats wide variety of flying 
insects and others it gleans from foliage. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-16 days by female. Altricial young 
stay in nest 16-18 days. Fed by 
both sexes. | brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common 
and widespread. Casual in East. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Vulnerable 
Give tieabs, Malian cn Wake Winer tneete to loss of habitat from logging of 
and returns to same or nearby perch. montane coniferous forests. 


teardrop-shaped 
white eye ring 
narrow short 


blackish bill 


orange—flesh color at 
base of lower mandible 


whitish to buff 
wing bars 


pale yellow wash 
on bell y 


DUSKY FLYCATCHER 
More open, scrubby 
habitat; longer bill; pale 
lower mandible with 
dusky tip; pale gray 
throat; shorter primary 
projection; longer tail; 
different voice. 


@ whitish to pale 
yellow tertials 


% 
‘e short tail 


\ LEAST FLYCATCHER 
4 Slightly smaller; actively 
flicks wings and tail; 
grayer above, whiter 
below; more prominent 
eye ring; lower mandible 


mostly yellowish; 
different voice. 


Weak, fluttering direct flight with shallow 


\ade of weed stems, grass, bark strips, and lichens ¢ lined with finer materials, 
hair, feathers, and grass ® on horizontal branch or fork of tree 10-60 feet above 


ground ® built by female ¢ 3-4 creamy white eggs, sometimes dotted with 
Shape «gy —_ Location g, @& eee rin: ewan . = 
brown; ovate, 0.7 x 0.55 inches. 


oa 
Plumage Sexes similar | “abitat pe 9.¢ Migration Migratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION , 


Weight (4 ounce 
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GRAY FLYCATCHER —S 
This shy bird is at home in the Great Basin pale gray face ¢ 

spending most of its day in arid, open es ee 
woodland, perched on pinion or juniper bead 

trees or in sagebrush. When frightened, 
it dives for cover and stays hidden in 
thick bushes until the intruder has 
passed. Its gray coloration and long 

tail, which it slowly bobs like a 

phoebe, make it the easiest 

empid to identify visually. By = 87@ 4pperparts 
late fall, its whitish underparts eee oltve 
show a pale yellow wash. 
Juveniles display two buffy 
rather than whitish wing bars. 
¢ SONG Sings an energetic 
irregular low-pitched chee- 
whipp or chuwtip. Call note 


bold white 
eye ring 


@ fone bill 
with black tip 


© dark upper 


mandtble 


@ pinkish 
orange lower 
mandible 


@ whitish 
throat 


© 2 thin whitish 


is a Whipp. \ wing bars 

¢ BEHAVIOR The tail- \ 7 

dipping trait is the most » nee 
UNAETPAaTTIS 


distinctive of any empid 
and differs from the 
upward tail jerks of several 
other species. The long tail 
is quickly twitched, then j 
slowly lowered, and finally Ls 
raised back to the original 
position. Tends to perch low ; 
and fly down, taking insects DUSKY FLYCATCHER 
on or near the ground. Eats ala ati a 


semiarid scrub habitat 
grasshoppers, beetles, wasps, © shorter bill with dark 


‘e blackish feet 
and legs 


long tail 


bees, moths, and other small insects. orange base; pale 
© BREEDING Monogamous. eo © 
: - a upperparts; fairly 
-@ NESTING Incubation 14 days by female. Young altricial; stay conspicuous eye ring: 


in nest 16 days, fed by both sexes. First flight at 16 days. voice differs, but call 
1 brood per year. note is similar. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly common in semiarid habitat of the Great 
Basin. Casual to uncommon 
migrant in coastal California: 
accidental in the East. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Vulnerable 
to habitat loss due to 
development and overgrazing. 


Weak fluttering flight on shallow wing 
beats. Sallies forth to hawk insects in 
flight, often returning to same perch. 


Weeds, bark, grasses, and twigs, lined with plant down, fine bark fibers, animal 
fur, and feathers © fork of shrub or conifer, 2-9 feet above ground © female 
builds; male sometimes helps © 3—4 creamy white eggs: oval to short oval, 


Sha Location 
pe gy ’ hy @& 0.7 x 0.6 inches. 


ATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family —TyRANNIDAE Species fypidonax oberholseri. | ©P8Y 5.75 inches Wingspan 8_9 inches | 


DUSKY FLYCATCHER 


[his bird prefers to breed and nest in the open 


woodlands and brushlands of high mountain chaparrals 


pale lores more 
vane CONSPICHOUs than 
Hammond's Flycatcher but stays lower @ other empids 


in elevation and less sheltered in white eye ring @ | 


of western North America. It is similar to 


trees, outside the dense spruce- 


fir forests preferred by 
Hammond's. It is 
intermediate between 


grayish olive e 
upperparts 


hill has orange- 
based lower 
mandible fading 


the Hammond’s and —e into dark tip 


Gray Flycatchers in 
body size, bill size, 
and tail length, and 
sometimes shows a 
yellowish wash on 

its underparts. 


——e whitish throat and 
pale olive wash on 
upper breast 


GRAY FLYCATCHER 
Frequents more open 
desert scrub and pinon- 
juniper ® longer bill; 


¢ SONG Song is variable in pattern. On 
breeding grounds, sings a melancholy dee-Aick or 
si//-it, given in late evening or early morning. Also 
has songs of a rough grvveeep and a clear high-pitched 
pweer. Call note is a dry whit. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary. Occasionally flicks tail upward while 
perched, but only flicks wings irregularly. Usually builds nests 
below 12 feet high, unlike Hammond’s, which usually builds 
higher than 12 feet. Often perches in trees to sing. Feeds by 
gleaning insects from foliage and by hawking sallies; eats moths 
and other flying insects. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-16 days by female. Young altricial; 
stay in nest 15-20 days, fed by both sexes, but female does 
more. Parents tend young 


‘ él : 21 days ¢ aving 
Flight Patte inother 21 days after leaving 
= nest. 1 brood per year. 


- Jf ¢ POPULATION Common 
| ‘ and increasing. Accidental in 
eastern US. 


Weak fluttering flight with shallow wing = = : 
¢ CONSERVATION 


long tail; overall gray 

coloration; gray-white 
throat; dips tail down 
like a phoebe. 


HAMMOND’S 
FLYCATCHER 
Frequents higher- 
elevation dense conifer 
forests © narrow, short 


bill with flesh-orange 
basal half to lower 

mandible; long primary 
extension; call differs. 


beats. Sallies forth and picks off flying 
insects, often returning to the same perch. Neotropical migrant. 


Nest Identification . . 
Grasses, weeds, and bark, lined with plant down, soft grasses, feathers, and 


animal hair @ fork of tree or shrub, 3-7 feet above ground ¢ built by female 


Shape wa Location & a e 3-4 chalky white eggs: ovate, 0.7 inch long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitatee A a Migration Migratory Weight 9.4 ounce if 


DATE _ TIME LOCATION = 
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Renaaias - | : ‘ 
>PECIES Ke my nidonax diff | Length 5 5 inches WINESPAN 8 5 inches 


PACIFIC-SLOPE FLYCATCHER cs 


Formerly lumped together broad bill _ blackish 
i . i upper mandaoble 
with the Cordilleran oe a ¢ 


ly TYRANNIDAE 


Flycatcher as one species; olive head 
they were called the 
Western Flycatcher. It broad pak yee hanes 
2 ae : OGG Pale Cee pinkish lower mandible 


is impossible to ring pointed 
distinguish the delisnta tye 
two species in the 

field except by brownish 
voice and breeding green 
range. This upperparts 
common forest 

inhabitant often 1s pyygwnish gray 
spotted perched in wings 
deep shade, singing 
repetitive notes and 
catching insects in 

midair. In winter it 
migrates to western 

and southern Mexico. 
This empid has a big 
head, teardrop-shaped 
eye ring, brownish green 

- upperparts, and a yellow 
wash on its underparts. 

e SONG Variable. Male rear; more rounded 


ci Apt: igus ; , . : head; darker wings 
) gives distinguishing slurred, high-pitched, thin psee-yeer, whistled and back; greater 
p on rising scale and usually repeated in 3 parts. Male’s call is p/- contrasting wing bars 
' peet. Female’s common call is sharp, thin, high-pitched seev. ais Cental GCE es: 
i = ‘ different voice ® ranges 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary but not shy or elusive. Often found in barely overlap. 
_ shaded spots, rarely in open habitats. Active; often flicks tail and 
wings when perched. Hawks flying insects or gleans them from 


_}*foliage. Sometimes eats berries and seeds. 
; . BREEDING Monogamous. As: or wy-seen ® in breeding 

_@ NESTING Incubation 14-15 days by female. Altricial young season has separate 

stay in nest 14-18 days. Fed by both sexes. 1—2 broods per year. ce ot 

¢ POPULATION Widespread and common despite forest cutting. 

Common Southwest migrant; 

accidental in the East. 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Rarely 
parasitized by cowbirds. 
Vulnerable to habitat loss from 
logging operations. 


~~ e dull pale yellow or 
grayish yellow throat 


mee 
Ne brownish breast 

lemon-buff wing bars 

————e yellowish underparts 


_—* blackish gray 
legs and feet 


YELLOW-BELLIED 
FLYCATCHER 

Shorter tail; longer wing 
tip; stronger green 


long brownish : 
tones; brighter yellow 


gray tail 


underparts; rounder eye 
ring 1s not pointed at 


CORDILLERAN 
FLYCATCHER 

Male kas more 
disyllabic call of w7-seer 


Weak, fluttering direct flight with shallow 
wing beats. Sallies to catch flying insects, 
then returns to perch. 


| Shape wy Be Od Location ay | ie 


| Habitat @ 89 @ Migration Migratory Weight ().4 ounce 


TIME LOCATION : os a 


Made of plant materials, including moss, grass, roots, bark, lichens, and leaves, 
along with hair and feathers ® on stream bank, rootlets of upturned tree, cliff 
ledge, eave of building, or in tree ¢ 0-30 feet abeve ground © built by female 


¢ 3-5 whitish eggs with brown blotches near larger end; oval to short oval, 
0.7 x 0.55 inches. 


ABE Sexes similar 
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Family —TyRANNIDAE |S k:mpidon ey | Length 5.5 inches Wingspan g 5 nches 


CORDILLERAN FLYCATCHER [~~ 


| | 
At one time the Cordilleran Flycatcher 
and the Pacific-Slope Flycatcher were | | 
considered the same species, called - | 
the Western Flycatcher. Visually 
inseparable from the Pacific- broad bill with blackish 
' . ~ le ardrop-shaped pale 
Slope in the field, the sein 
lemon eye PING e_ 
Cordilleran is only reliably = 
distinguished by the 
male’s song, a double- 
note pit peer, and by its 


upper mandible and 
creamy pinkish orange 
lower mandible 


oy 


. . ca 
range during the olive to brownish — — t0 pale J 
; ve he CMON (hTOal ANG 
breeding season. In olive head and ee. 
upperparts underparts 


September the 
Cordilleran Flycatcher 
migrates to Mexico, 
settling in foothills 


© dusky to 
brownish chest 


7 
" - 
and mountains, Mark deaidel ti © /emon-buff | 
where it is also a wings and tail . wing bars | 


resident. ‘he bird 
arrives in May on its 
breeding grounds. 


i 
¢ SONG Male’s song is : , 
a double-noted pit peer. e blackish gray 


Call is a thin high- feet and legs 


pitched sharp sees demon-tuff to pale 


lemon tertial edges, 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary. panel on secondaries nilai 

Often perches 11 na 
jpPeienee Ts 4 PACIFIC-SLOPE 

conspicuous place, but FLYCATCHER 

frequents shady spots rather than = Smaller body; paler 


brownish green 
upperparts and head; 


open places. Hawks flying insects and gleans insects from 


branches and foliage; insects include ants, bees, wasps, moths, brahe-vellosaek andl 


caterpillars, and beetles. Sometimes eats berries and seeds. olive underparts; 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. eisiiiaeniner cateaicbara 
: _ pale eye ring is pointed 
¢ NESTING Incubation 14-15 days by female. Altricial young behind eye; breeding 
remain in nest 14-18 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year, range differs; voice of 
>) male differs. 


perhaps 2. 
¢ POPULATION Widespread and common in montane coniferous 
forests and wooded canyons. 
Casual on the Great Plains in 


migration. { 
© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Sometimes 

seine yarasiuzed by cowbirds. 
Weak fluttering flight with shallow wing I : : : | 
beats. Hawks insects by flying forth to Vulnerable to habitat loss | 
take them in air and returning to perch. caused by logging operations. : 
i 
; Lined with lichen, leaves, bark, moss, grass, and roots @ variety of locations | 

~~ dey ‘ < oc . * 
ee) Sie = such as stream banks, roots of upturned trees, cliff ledges, buildings, tree i 


branches # 0-30 feet above ground ¢ built by female ¢ 3-5 whitish eggs, 
with brown blotches concentrated near larger end; oval to short-oval, 0.7 x 


Shape ww Location gy. a rg 
t) 


mm 2 
ae 
Plumage Sexes similar | “abitat pp #e a @ Migration Migratory Weight (4 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


0.55 inches. 
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Teneth 4.5-5 inches | Wingspan 7 5_8 inches 


BUFF-BREASTED FLYCATCHER = 4 


‘The smallest Empidonax flycatcher is one pale brownish 
of the easiest to identify because of its head 
cinnamon-buff breast, and it has the 
most restricted US range, limited to 


a teardrop- 
‘ a ve S VC % 2, anh te H "y 
dry montane canyons with open shaped white ore ht oi 
_ sycamore, pine, and pine-oak eye TING blackish upper 


stands in southeastern Arizona 
and extreme southwestern New 
Mexico. It has a rounded head 
that sometimes looks slightly 
crested toward the back, pale 


\ mandible and 
yellow to pinkish 
\ lower mandible 


. white throat 


brown 
wings with 


brownish MP PeEPalts; 4 fairly 2 whitish © cinnamon-buff breast 
long primary extension, a wing bars 


short, well-notched tail, and a 
small, strongly two-toned bill. 


e SONG Call is soft pwr. 

Song is somewhat musical, 
typically quick chicky-whew 

or chee-bit, with second note 

lower; sometimes followed 
_ by series of soft short 
~ notes or trill. 


® BEHAVIOR Solitary 
or in pairs. Usually sings 
- from high perches and 
"actively forages at all 
levels in trees and 

. Shrubs. Eats wide 
variety of insects that 
» it takes from the air in GY 
hawking flights or gleans 

| from branches or foliage, sometimes from the ground. Often 
_ pumps tail several times upon landing after these sallies. 


» ® BREEDING Monogamous. Often in small, loose colonies. 


_¢@ NESTING Incubation 14-16 days by female. Altrical young 
stay in nest 14-17 days. Fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Increasing slightly in past 20 years but has 
declined overall since 1920s. 
Arizona population estimated 
at less than 30 pairs. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant wintering 
in Mexico. Vulnerable to habitat 
loss from improper land 
management. 


—————e pale yellowish white 
wash on belly and 
undertaul coverts 


blackish legs 
and feet 


— 


NORTHERN 
BEARDLESS- 
‘TYRANNULET 

Head crest can be raised 
or lowered ® grayish 
olive upperparts; pale 
yellowish white 
underparts; small 
blackish bill with pale 


brown tail with 
conspicuous white webs 
on outer tail feathers 


orange at base; 2 buff to 
whitish wing bars on 
dark wing; indistinct eye 
ring; indistinet whitish 
eyebrow; different voice. 


Weak fluttering direct flight with shallow 
wing beats. Sallies to snatch flying insects, 
often returning to same perch. 


Lined with leaves, lichens, roots, bark, feathers, and spider webs ¢ in tree on 
horizontal limb near trunk or in crotch of tree, usually under overhanging branch 
or cluster of leaves 9-45 feet above ground ® built by female ® 3—5 cream-white 
eggs; subelliptical, 0.6 x 0.5 inches. 


Habitat 9@ 18 A Migration Migratory Weight () 3 ounce 


TIME LOCATION 7 


Shape CS] Location py. i 
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Family TyRANNIDAE Species Sayornis nigricans | L©?8h 67 inches 


BLACK PHOEBE 


An increasingly common bird, the Black 
Phoebe ts often sighted pumping its tail, 


Wingspan 1 (5-11 inches 


watching for prey from treetops and other 


\ 
% 


\o straight black 
bill with slight 
hook at tip 


perches. Because it nests, forages, and black 
perches near water, a proliferation of holy ~ 
artificial ponds and other bodies of water 
In its western range has ensured this 
species’ survival. ‘Vhis is our only black 
flycatcher with a juncolike white pattern 
on its belly and undertail coverts. 
Juveniles show more brown and have 

a cinnamon rump and two indistinct 


cinnamon wing bars. 


¢ SONG Most common call is a 
sharp seek’! Typical song ts in 

4 parts, beginning with a 

rising scale followed by 


2 descending notes, pee- 


————e white belly 


@ black legs and feet 


Similar Birds 


EASTERN PHOEBE 
Olive-gray on breast and 


wee, pee-wee; usually 
given at dawn but also 
often during the day, 
repeated many 
times, and often 
given while 
circling in flight. 
Also occasionally 


white undertail 
COVETTS 


sides; brownish gray on 
upperparts darkest on 
head; mostly white 
underparts @ in fresh fall 


black tail 


makes loud ssece. molt has yellow wash on 
e BEHAVIOR underparts © emphatic 
Solitary or in pairs. Found near streams, rivers, cattle tanks, cceiea 
ponds, lakes, and towns — wherever there is much water. Pumps 
tail up and down. Often hunts from a low, shaded perch where 


EASTERN KINGBIRD 
Black head; blackish 


gray upperparts and 


it watches for insects and swoops down to catch them in midair. e wings; black tail with 
Occasionally catches food from water’s surface, ground, or white terminal band; 
vegetation. Coughs up indigestible insect parts in the form of whate unicexparts Tnom 

; : es ; : chin to undertail coverts; 
pellets. Sometimes eats small fish caught at water’s surface. bilwel Milt lees. nent deer 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. does not bob tail. 


® NESTING Incubation 15-17 days by female. Altricial young 
stay in nest 14-21 days. Fed by 
Flight Pattern 


both sexes. 2—3 broods per year. 
Weak fluttering buoyant flight with 


¢ POPULATION Common 
near water. Accidental in East. 
© CONSERVATION Artificial 
ponds are contributing to an 


shallow wing beats. Sallies from perch to 


catch insects in air with audible snap of Increasing population. 


bill, returning to same or nearby perch. 


\dherent ¢ made of mud pellets and moss ¢ lined with vegetation, including 


Nest Identification 


grass, weeds, and roots, as well as bark and hair @ attached to vertical surface or 


on shelf or beam ¢ built by female ¢ 3—6 white eggs with occasional reddish 


Shape a Location max rg ae 
1 & 


brown spots; ovate to short ovate, occasionally short subelliptical, 0.7 x 0.6 inches. 


Habitat wee ae Wf Migration \fost do not migrate 


DATE. TIME_ LOCATION 


pI ’ < : i 
PIUMABE Sexes similar Weight 0.7 ounce 
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amily TYRANNIDAE Specles Syornis phoebe Length 7 inches WiDe= Pan 115 inches 


EASTERN PHOEBE 


An early migration makes the Eastern Phoebe 
a common harbinger of spring north of the 
Mason-Dixon Line. It is easily identified by 
its wagging tail and distinctive, harsh fee-be 
calls. The subject of the first bird-banding 
experiment in North America, by John James 
Audubon in 1840, the Eastern Phoebe has brownish 
provided researchers with much information — &’@ 

‘ : ~~ : : upperparts 
about longevity, site fidelity, dispersal, and 
migratory movements. Phoebes are hardy 
birds that often winter near water as far 
north as the Ohio River. This is the only 
species of flycatcher to winter in the 
eastern United States. In the bird’s 
nesting range 1t seems almost every 
concrete bridge and culvert over dark e@ 
small to medium streams has a brownish 

: WINES 

phoebe nest beneath it. Z 
¢ SONG Sharp c/ip is one of most 
common calls. Also issues brusque pointed 
FEE-¢e accented on first syllable. Song often 
repeated, especially when male establishes 
territory and attempts to attract mate; may repeat 
many times per minute from high, exposed perch. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Often bobs tail 
when perched, especially after landing with the tail 
swept downward, then raised upward, and 
sometimes pushed sideways in an arc. While sitting 
atop tree branches and other perches, watches for 
insects and sallies to catch them in midair. Also catches 


dark brownish 
gray head 


black bill 


olive hint to 
sides and breast 


— —————e while underparts 
(washed with yellow 
m fall) 


black legs 


and feet 


dark brownish tail 


EASTERN WOOD- 


food in foliage and on ground. In addition to insects, BR pewer 

also eats small fish, berries, and fruit. = Darker underparts: 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Ne, 

: ; ; _ . mandible; 2 whitish 
¢ NESTING Incubation about 16 days by female. Altricial wing bars; does not 


young stay in nest 15-16 days. Fed by both sexes. 2 broods per pump tail; different 
year, sometimes 3 in the South. — 
® POPULATION Common and increasing. 


¢ BIRDHOUSES Accepts Leen 
: ; DQ / Seeds 
nesting ledges glued to vertical (ee 


walls under concrete bridges. 

© CONSERVATION 

Weak buoyant fluttering flight with Neotropical migrant. Parasitized 
shallow wing beats. Hawks insects by by cowbirds. Buildings, dams, 
flying from perch and taking insect in bridges, and culverts have 


flight with audible pop of the mandibles. : : 
provided more nesting areas. 


od 
i . aie Es 
—) £veésh. dentification Mud pellets covered with moss ® lined with grass, weeds, leaves, hair, and 
= ‘ = feathers ® often built on top of remains of old nest ® attached to a vertical wall 
Shape @ Location B i AAR or on a shelf or beam ® built by female ¢ 2—8 white eggs with occasional reddish 


Abandoned Nests 


uMaBe Sexes similar | W@bitat ew @ Ue me Migration Most migrate | We'8ht 9.7 ounce 


ATE - TIME e LOCATION 


brown spots; oval, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 
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Family —byRANNIDAE 


™ 79 >) \ ~ 
SAY’S PHOEBE 
Unlike other phoebes, Say’s 
Phoebe is not as commonly Reccuiaitad 
: OTORHNISHA 


tied to habitats near water gray 


but inhabits semiarid regions upperparts @ 
such as savannas, farmlands, 
and open brushlands. This 
active bird ts rarely 
sedentary and ts often 
spotted darting for insects 
and wagging its tail. Its 
gray-brown upperparts 
and rusty underparts 
make it superficially 
resemble the 
American Robin, 

but its upright 

posture and aerial 
acrobatics quickly 
reveal its identity 

as a flycatcher. 


black legs e 
and feet 


blackish brown tail 


¢ SONG Often sings at dawn. Repertoire includes plaintive 
downslurred whistled phee-eur or chu-weer, often repeated many 
times. In fluttering flight also issues abrupt pit-tse-ar. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Conspicuous. Perches at low 
to middle levels on branches, wires, posts, buildings, etc. From 
perch or while hovering watches for insects and swoops down to 
catch them in midair with an audible snap of the mandibles. 
This bird rarely eats berries. Sometimes regurgitates pellets of 
insect exoskeletons. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Altricial young 
stay in nest 14-16 days. Fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year, 


sometimes 3 in the Southwest 
| Flight Pattern 


along the Mexican border. 


¢ POPULATION Stable and 
Weak fluttering buoyant flight with 


fairly common. Casual in 
eastern US. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Rare host 
to cowbird parasitism. 


shallow wing beats. Hawks from perch to 


catch flying insects; also hovers. 


Nest Identification 


@ black bill 


© pale grayish brown 
throat and breast 


_—@ tawny buff belly 
fs ——— ‘ A . 
<= and undertail coverts 


\MERICAN ROBIN 
Larger body; gray- 
brown upperparts; dark 
gray-brown or black 
head; chestnut-orange 
underparts; white lower 
belly and underrail 
coverts; black-and- 
white-streaked throat; 
broken white eye ring; 
yellow-orange bill with 
dark up; largely 
terrestrial. 


VERMILION 
FLYCATCHER 

Female is smaller; gray- 
brown upperparts and 
crown; gray-brown lores 
and auriculars; white 
supercilium; blackish 
tail; white chin; white 
neck and breast with 
dusky streaking; 
salmon-peach belly and 
undertail coverts. 


\dherent ¢ mud pellets, moss, and grass ¢ lined with grass, weeds, moss, spider 


webs, and wool ¢ attached to vertical walls ¢ built by female ¢ 3-7 white eggs 


Shape @y Location é la\ EE a 
4 S 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitatp> 2 .@ wu | Migration Mipratory 


DATE - TIME LOCATION 


with occasional brown or reddish spots; ovate to short ovate, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Weight ¢_7 ounce 2 


amil¥ TYRANNIDAE 


- back down to perch. 


, phoebe. Often perches low. 
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VERMILION FLYCATCHER 


‘This is the most colorful North American 

flycatcher. The adult male is unmistakable with — dark blackish 

its bright red head and underparts and blackish = 1/0®” “pperparts 
eye mask, back and wings. A bird of arid and ile ) 
semiarid regions, it is often found near natural 

watercourses and man-made irrigation 
ditches, cattle tanks, ponds, and lakes. 
The juvenile male is similar to the 
adult male but its color 
appears washed-out; the 
female juvenile is 
similar to the 
adult female dark blackish 
but has a yellow brown tail 
wash on the belly 

and crissum. 

e SONG Call is piercing, thin metallic 
pseeup. Courting male sings soft tinkling 
elated pit-a-see! pit-a-see!, which he carries 
aloft in display flight; then sings rapid, 
accelerating pi pi-/-h-h-sing while 
hovering with crest raised and tail 
spread before slowly fluttering 


Wingspan 9 5 inches 


red (TORN ® 


short 
straight 
® black bill 


MALE 


@ blackish brown 
lores and mask 
Joining at nape 


® red underparts 


white SUPeTL wiary str 1pe 


white chin, throat, and chest 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 4 grayish brown upperparts 
pairs. Tame and approachable. 


Wags and pumps tail like a 


FEMALE JUVENILE 
MALE 


Spots prey while perched, then 
hovers and catches it in air. ‘Takes 
many bees. Sometimes feeds on ® salmon to 
ground. Coughs up indigestible parts. pinkish belly 

“© BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. ala 

¢ NESTING Incubation 14-15 days by female. Altricial young 
stay in nest 14-16 days. Fed by both sexes. 2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common in open and semiopen 
riparian areas. Rare vagrant to Gulf Coast and coastal southern 
California. Casual to accidental 
in the East. 

© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Rarely 
parasitized by cowbirds. ‘Texas 
and Southeastern Califirnia 
breeding populations declining 


Similar Birds 


SCARLET ‘TANAGER C 
Male has superficial 


resemblance ® larger; 


scarlet head and body; 


black wings and tail: 


stout pale bill. 


Weak, fluttering direct flight with shallow 
wing beats. Sallies to snatch flying insects, 
then returns to perch. Hovers in display 

flight and when foraging. for unknown reasons. 


Small sticks, grass, weeds, rootlets, and feathers often held together by 


spider webs and hair; decorated with lichens ¢ lined with feathers, down, 


and hair @ in fork in horizontal branch 4—60 feet above ground ® built by 


female ¢ 2-4 whitish eggs with bold spots of brown, gray, and lavender; oval 


Shape qy Location a 
.--\9 


to short oval, 0.7 x 0.55 inches 


Habitat wu Y ot Me uo %E | Migration Most migrate 


IATE ie TIME __ a LOCATION 


lumage Sexes differ Weight (5 ounce 
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Specles Wyjarchus tuberculifer | ©°8” 65-7 inches 


DUSKY-CAPPED FLYCATCHER [~ 


[mitating this bird’s descending, mournful ly 


Family "Py RANNIDAE 


Wingspan 114 inches 


call can often draw it out of hiding for 
Jong, sh nder bla b Aull with 


observation. Otherwise, this wary bird 
fleshy base to lower mandible ¢ 


spends most of its time unnoticed in the 


thick trees and shrubs of the dry pine- 


oak and juniper canyons where it small crest @ 
feeds and nests. Often its voice 1s 
the first clue to its presence. ‘This 
phoebe-sized flycatcher has 
——e gray chin, 


brown upperparts; a gray chin, 
ppely oe) throat, and breast 


DFOWN upperparts @ 


throat, and breast: bright 
yellow underparts; and just a 
hint of rufous in the tail. It 


_ 
was formerly known as the rufous-edgea 
j secondaries ee 


—e 2 whitish to 
rufous wing bars 
Olivaceous Flycatcher. 


© SONG Sorrowful. 


descending, whistled : 
© lemon-yellow 
belly and undertail 
COVETTS 


peeur or whecceeeu 1S 
higher-pitched in the 
middle. Often one of 
the only bird sounds 
heard in the heat of 
midday in its range. 
¢ BEHAVIOR 
Solitary or in pairs. 
Perches to watch for 
flying or crawling 


———_—e /yown tail with 


insects; hovers over a hint of rufous 


‘Sensdlor Birds 


foliage or ground to 

pick up prey or catch "a eile nepienmazas 

aa a ; ; : FLYCATCHER 

win flight. Eats insects (Zz Larger; rusty tail; paler 
and some fruits and berries. gray throat; paler yellow 


Vigorously defends young in nest. underparts; white wing 
; bars; pale yellow to pale 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. fawn edging on the 


¢ NESTING Incubation 14 days by female. Altricial young stay secondaries; rufous — 
: . : : edging on the primaries. 


in nest 14 days. Fed by both sexes. 1—2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly common in dry wooded canyons and on 
mountain slopes. Casual in west 
‘Texas; rare to accidental in 
south and central California in 
autumn and winter. Numbers 
fluctuate widely year to year. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 


Flight Pattern 


KF |ft 


Fairly rapid flight with shallow wing beats. 


Sallies to snatch insect in flight, then 


returns to perch. Hovers over ground or 


foliage before dipping to pick up prey. 


Nest Identification Lined with weeds, feathers, grass, twigs, bark strips, hair, plant fibers, and leaves 
* in cavity of tree, large cactus, stump, post, or pole 4-50 feet above ground; 


ten use woodpecker holes ¢ 4-5 creamy white eggs with brown, lavender, and 
Shape By Location a de + i often use woodpecke ¢ \ egg 


olive-gray blotches; oval to short oval, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat 2 se #¢@ ww | Migration Mipsratory Weight ().7 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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| Length 8.5 inches Wingspan 14 inches 


ASH-THROATED FLYCATCHER i 


met . . . . ~ . . 
This bird inhabits a wide range of habitats, from grayish brown 
desert scrub below sea level to mountain regions head 


of oak and pinon-juniper more than 9,000 feet 

high. It has the typical color pattern of pees ee 
Myiarchus flycatchers, with grayish brown upperparts 
upperparts, gray from the chin to lower 

breast, yellowish underparts, and 

rufous in the long tail. ‘The visual key 

to its identity lies in the paleness of = s/@)1sh brown 
the underparts, which include a ae 
whitish throat and pale yellowish 
belly and undertail coverts. 

¢ SONG Most often a coarse 
pwrrit, like a referee’s whistle, 
and a short puzp or Awit. On 
breeding grounds sings a 
rolling nasal ka-brik, ka- 

brik. Dawn song is 
varied arrangement 
of the calls. 


® BEHAVIOR 
Solitary or in 
pairs. Seeks 
prey while 

- perched, then 

| hovers above and drops down on it or sallies from perch to catch 
+ itin flight. When hawking often does not return to same perch. 
| Sometimes feeds from ground. Eats variety of insects, spiders, 
and caterpillars; also fruit, berries, and small lizards. 

» Occasionally defends territory from large birds passing through, 
including hawks. Sometimes usurps nesting cavities from 

| woodpeckers, forcing them to begin another hole elsewhere. 

. © BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 


» @ NESTING Incubation 15 days by female. Altricial young stay 
in nest 14-16 days. Fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 

® POPULATION Common to fairly common in wide variety of 
habitats. Rare to accidental in fall and winter in the East. 

¢ BIRDHOUSES Uses 
bluebird nesting boxes and 
other nesting boxes with 
sufficient-sized openings to 
allow them access. 

¢ CONSERVATION Stable 
and increasing in some areas. 
Neotropical migrant. 


@ Sfoul 


black till 


——§e silvery white 
throat 


——e pale gray breast 


te ae 


2 white wing bars 


——e pale yellowish belly 
and undertail coverts 


black legs 
and feet 


———— eee 


NUTTING’S 
FLYCATCHER 
Darker yellow belly; 


rufous wash on 
imner webs of tail 


more olive-brown 


upperparts; dark color 


on outer webs of outer 


tail feathers does not 


extend across tips; 


orange mouth lining; 


different voice 


* accidental in winter 


in southeastern Arizona. 


DUSKY-CAPPED 
FLYCATCHER 
Smaller; brighter 


lemon-yellow 


underparts; rufous- 


edged secondaries; tail 


largely lacks rufous; 


different voice ® only in 
the West 


Fairly strong flight with shallow wing 
beats. Sallies from perch to snatch insects 


in flight. Sometimes hovers above foliage 
or ground before dipping to catch prey. 


Made of weeds, grass, twigs, and rootlets * often lined with hair and feathers ¢ in 


tree cavity, man-made boxes, and woodpecker hetes in trees, poles, and posts 
3-20 feet above ground © built by both sexes * 3-7 creamy white eggs blotched 
with brown and lavender; oval to short oval, 0.9 x 0.7 inches. 


Shape By ii Location & ii 


LOCATION 


8€ Sexes similar 


TIME 
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Family "l'yRANNIDAE | | Length 7 25 inches Wingspan 42 inches 


ryvyn bd P. r ry ~ f = 
NUTTING’S FLYCATCHER 
On rare occasion, this native Mexican bird has darker Crown 


sometimes tinged 


found its way in winter to the dry arid regions 
j with cinnamon 


of southeastern Arizona. ‘Vhis flycatcher ts 
difficult to distinguish from other similar 
Myrarchus flycatchers, but often it can be 
identified by the sound of its call. In 
ee 1 Ce tall Micutlenk Mion olive-brown 
lexico and Central America, the upperparts e 
bird is uncommon to fairly common . 


in the lowlands and foothills in ‘ed ) Heche 
vale gray throa 


arid to semiarid scrubby and breast 


a iid 2 white e 
woodlands and thorn forests. 7 
bid ; wing bars 
Ihe best visual mark ot 
distinction is the orange ere 

x WINE COVETTS 
mouth lining, a and secondaries 
characteristic almost broadly edged 
buffy white 


cinnamon-rufous- 
edged primaries 
impossible to see in 

the field. 

© SONG Nutting’s 
Flycatcher sings a sharp 
chattering wheep, wheep, or 
wheek, wheek. Vhis bird also 
has a repetitious 47, d/-d- 
dir sound. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or 
in pairs. Uhis flycatcher 
frequents the interiors and 
the edges of deciduous 


~~ yellow belly and 
undertail coverts 


——e dusky central tail feathers; other 
tail feathers with inner webs rufous 


woodlots and it also spends 
its time in second growth, 
from the low to the middle 
levels. It can be seen sallying 


ASH-THROATED 


FLYCATCHER 


and hovering within foliage to 2” Gray-brown overall; 
catch insects for food or to snatch 4 paler yellow belly; pale 
: tg ven 2 gray at a breast; 
some berries; less often it is seen Ersy tienatand brews 
: ; ; : creamy pink-colored 
hawking insects in flight. iasldevok made valed 
® BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. differs. 


¢ NESTING The breeding biology of Nutting’s Flycatcher is 
poorly known, but it is assumed 
to be similar to others in its 
genus. Incubation 14 days by 
female. Young altricial; stay in 
nest 14-16 days, fed by both 
sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 

Fairly strong flight on rapidly beating e POPULATION Accidental to 


wings. Llovers and dips to pick up prey; : ; ve 
may hawk tn flight and return to perch. southeastern Arizona in the US. 


| Cavity lined with grasses, weeds, hair, twigs, rootlets, and feathers ® tree, pole, 
or post; old woodpecker hole ¢ 1-20 feet above ground @ built by both sexes 


¢ 3-5 creamy white eggs, heavily blotched and streaked with reddish brown, 


Shape Be Location a ig 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat, . 4 %@ se Migration Nonmigratory | “eet 0.8 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


purple, and black; oval to short oval, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


| 


‘ 
i 


} 
ie 


a 


i 
‘ 


_ © BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 
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Length 85 inches Wingspan 12_14 inches 


GREAT CRESTED FLYCATCHER | 
‘This big eastern flycatcher with a rusty tail and shaggy 
crest stays hidden in tall trees, but its coarse song 

is heard throughout the forest. Although 
similar in size to the Eastern Kingbird, 
the Great Crested Flycatcher prefers 
thickly wooded areas. Males defend 
their large territories by battling in heavy black 
the air with other males, clawing bill 

one another and sometimes 

pulling out feathers. Like some 
other members of its genus, It 

often tops off the nest with a 
discarded snakeskin, but in today’s 
throwaway society it more readily 
finds cellophane and plastic. Perched 
birds show two white wing bars and 
cinnamon-rufous-edged primaries. 


e SONG Bold melodic whistle of 

wheeep! and rolling prrvrrrrrrreceet. 

Wheeep notes often given in rapid 

succession in series of 3 or more. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in rufous inner 
pairs. Often ranges high in the webs on tail 
canopy, sitting on exposed limbs in lil 
the crown of a tall tree or on top of a 

dead snag. Catches prey higher above 
ground than most flycatchers. Sallies 

from perch to snatch insects from 

foliage and catch them in midair, often 
returning to same or nearby perch. Eats variety of larger insects, 
including beetles, crickets, katydids, caterpillars, moths, and 
butterflies. Also eats some fruits and berries. Male chases 
female in courtship flight close to possible nesting cavity. 


imily TYRANNIDAE 


—e darker gray 
(TOON 


——e olive-green 
upperparts 


gray throat and 
upper breast 


lemon-yellow 
belly and undertail 
COVETTS 


@ ASH-THROATED 
B FLYCATCHER 
Smaller bill; paler 
underparts with whitish 
throat and pale gray 


breast; pale yellow belly 


and crissum; brown- 
tipped outer tail 
feathers; different voice. 
BROWN-GCRESTED 
FLYCATCHER 
Larger; bigger heavier 
bill; paler gray throat 


¢ NESTING Incubation 13-15 days by female. Altricial young 
remain in nest 12—21 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common in open wooded lots and on forest 
edge. Rare on California coast 
in autumn migration. 

¢ BIRDHOUSES Sometimes 
uses nest boxes placed on trees 
or buildings 6—50 feet high. 
Fairly swift buoyant direct flight. Hawks ¢ CONSERVATION 


insects in flight, returning to perch. Hovers Neotropical migrant. Vulnerable 
over foliage or ground then dips for food. to habitat loss. 


and breast; paler yellow 
belly; different voice. 


ION) Rib erp ar pe I Filled and lined with grass, weeds, bark strips, rootlets, feachers, fur, snakeskin, 
st Identification : 


onion skin, cellophane, and clear plastic ® in cavity, abandoned holes of other 


birds, or bird boxes @ built by both sexes ¢ 4-8 creamy white to pale buff eggs 
2 ‘ ‘ f : ; 
Shape Location & + marked with brown, olive, and lavender; ovate to short ovate, sometimes 


elliptical ovate or elongate ovate, 0.9 x 0.67 inches. 


Seale | sw TIME LOCATION 


M2Ee'Sexes similar | (abit .@ 90 @, Migration Migratory Weight 1.2 ounces 
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| 


. Wi P 7 . 
Family T'yRANNIDAE tal 1S Myia: ran. Length 8 75 inches Wingspan 4 2_14 inches 


y ~ Ay im r r ~ ~— 
BROWN-CRESTED FLYCATCHER | 
‘This flycatcher makes its home in the a 
sycamore canyons, Mountain woodlands, 


darkest coloring 


Vo . » rr ‘ « ws » - 
saguaro desert, or any arid country 9 ison head 


where the trees are large enough — aa 
for its nesting holes. Like | 
other flycatchers the males 
aggressively defend their f 
territory during breeding olive-brown 

* ip : : ; upperparts e— 
season, often attacking other 
birds with their claws and 
pulling out feathers. ‘Vheir 
victims may be other 
flycatchers, woodpeckers, 
or wrens, all potential 
threats to take over the 
nesting cavity. When rufous in e— 
excited it may raise ts primaries 
bushy crest. 
© SONG Rough loud come 
HERE, come HERE or whit- 
will-do, whit-will-do! Also 
makes sharp calls of dew, 
pwit, or purrecet. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 
pairs. Hawks flying insects or 
gleans them trom foliage or 


-e long thick dark 
bill is often fleshy 


at base 


——e pale grayish 
throat and chest 

2 white e—¥ 

wing hars ff 


© pale lemon- 
yellow belly and 
undertail coverts 


a ASH-PHROATED 


FLYCATCHER % 
ground. Occasionally catches Smaller, smaller bill; 
and eats hummingbirds. Also feted tered aie 
takes small lizards, berries, and fines pede aioe | 
fruits. Hovers and plucks prey tail feathers crosses tip 
from trees and shrubs. Perches of tail; different voice. 
to eat fruits and berries. rufous on inner webs GREAT CRESTED y 


of outer tail feathers FLYCATCHER 


Deeper, brighter yellow 


¢ BEHAVIOR Monogamous. 
Solitary nester. Very defensive 
around nest cavity, driving other birds away. 


belly and crissum; 
darker gray throat and 
chest; different voice. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 13-15 days by female. Altricial young 
stay in nest 12-21 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common. Casual to the Gulf 
Coast and Florida. 

© CONSERVATION A 
neotropical migrant that winters 
Purposeful buoyant rapid wing beats. in Mexico. 


Salhies to take insects in air and returns to 
perch. Also hovers and dips for prey. 


Lined with plant fibers, animal hair, and feathers; often adds snakeskin, 
onion skin, or clear plastic ¢ in holes in giant cactus, tree, man-made 
structure, or abandoned woodpecker holes, 5-30 feet above ground ¢ built by 


Shape a Location a rd both sexes ® 3-6 white to pale buff eggs with brown and lavender blotches; 
oval to short oval, 1 x 0.8 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitatee a uy » @& | Migration Mipratory Weight 1.5 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION J 
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; Length 9 75 inches WiNESPAN 16 inches 


amily “['YRANNIDAE | Specie 


| GREAT KISKADEE 


Inhabiting wet woodlands and riparian habitats, this 
bird can be spotted sunning itself on an open perch 


to dry its feathers after a series of dives into the white forehead 

water for aquatic insects or small fish on the and eyebrows 

surface. I his large stout energetic flycatcher ey) Bid tl 
is named for its loud raucous screaming black crown e— “tf 

Ne > bcc bye pp > Path. ! > WVOIce * 

call of kiss-ka-dee or k-reah\ Its voice a 

carries a long way, so the bird often eye line if 


‘ 


+e while cheeks, 


is heard long before it is seen. It 
chin, and throat 


is the only flycatcher north of 

Mexico with a bold black-and- 

white-striped head pattern. It 

| also has a yellow crown 

| patch, which usually is 

concealed. In flight the 

| bright yellow underparts 
and underwing linings 
contrast sharply with the 

| rufous wings and tail. 

| @ SONG Slow clear loud 

| raucous &iss-ka-dee. Also 

| makes bold screaming 

| cree-ah, 

| ¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary 
or in pairs. Conspicuous. rich reddish 
Sits on perch to spot prey, brown tail 
then dives into water to 

‘ catch fish and tadpoles. Sallies to 

| catch prey, then returns to perch and 
often beats the victim on the branch several times before eating it. Catches insects in flight. 
Eats a variety of crawling and flying insects. Also catches frogs, small lizards, baby birds, and 

, mice. Will eat fruits and berries when insects are not available. Noisy and aggressive; actively 

driv es away much larger birds entering its territory. ae 

“e BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. | Similar Birds 


| »¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Incubation by 

female estimated at 13-15 days. Altricial young estimated to 

stay in nest 12-21 days. Fed by both sexes. 2-3 broods per year. 
e POPULATION Fairly 
common in southern ‘Texas in 
lower Rio Grande valley. Casual 
vagrant to coastal Louisiana and 
in southeastern Arizona. 

a ee © CONSERVATION Some 

|| Slow fluttering direct flight with shallow ; : ; . : 
|| wing beats. Sallies to catch prey, then decline from habitat loss a US. 
returns to perch. Common throughout tropics. 


brown back 
and rump e 


eee eee eee eS 


rich reddish 
ArOWN WINGS 


bright yellow 
chest and belly 


bright yellow 
crissum 


black legs 


and feet 


Grass, weeds, bark strips, Spanish moss, and other plant fibers @ in thorny tree, 


palm tree, or shrub or on metal braces on utility poles 6-50 feet above ground 
¢ sometimes refurbish old nest ® built by both sexes ® 2—5 creamy white eggs 


Shape #) Location & » ip 


8 Sexes similar | Habitat@, 9¢ s¢ m@ soz uf | Migration Nonmigratory | Wee 2.1 ounces 


ATE TIME LOCATION : 


dotted with dark brown and lavender; oval to short oval, 1.1 inches long. 
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Family TYRANNIDAE 


Length 8 5 inches Wingspan 14 5 inches 


SULPHUR-BELLIED FLYCATCHER 


Species Wyiodynastes luteiventris 


! 

lhe only native US flycatcher with heavy i | 
streaking on the upperparts and underparts, white stripes on fac 

this native of Mexico and Central America above and below | 

, oe | 

also breeds in the wooded mountain dark eye patch T 

| 


canyons and along the woodland | @ black bill 


streams of southern Arizona. 


Varo » ; ‘ “TI . 
Perched high, and sometimes iRte-creen-teed 


somewhat concealed, in lofty upperparts with 
ey bs eee _ heavy streakiny , 

trees like sycamores and me - 5 @ ® thick black 

walnuts, it can be recognized \ streak through eyes 

© blackish brown 


malar mark 


by its loud call, which 
sounds like the squeaking 
of a rubber duck bath toy. 
© SONG Courting male 
and temale sing a high rufous rump 
noisy kee-Z-1k or and tail e 
shrieking grating 
PEE-PEE-pee-yah. 


In early morning 


—e whitish buff—edged 
secondaries and 
wing coverts 


2 pale yellow 
belly with dark 
bla kish brown 
streaking 
sings a sott repeated 
tree-le-ree-re. 

¢ BEHAVIOR 
Solitary or in pairs. 


bla 4 if US & 


Often sits on perch and feet 


high in treetops to 
spot prey, then hawks 
it in flight. \lso 
hovers above foliage 
or branches, dipping to pick up food. Returns to perch to eat. Eats insects, including 
caterpillars, and spiders. Also eats fruits and berries. A patch of yellow in the center of crown, 
which usually 1s hidden, may be displayed to show passion or aggression during courtship. 
Courting male and female often chase each other around and through treetops. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Begins nesting 
later in the year than most other flycatchers. 


—s * 
aa 


a poe 
Similar Birds 


¢ NESTING Incubation 15-16 days by female. Altricial young 
stay in nest 16-18 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common but local in mountain canyons, 

especially along streams with 

large trees. Casual in southern 

California and along Gulf Coast. 

Accidental elsewhere. 

¢ BIRDHOUSES Occasionally 
will nest in nest boxes. 

Somewhat slow fluttering flight with . 

shallow wing beats. Sallies from perch to © CONSERVATION 

catch flying insects. Hovers, dips for prey. Neotropical migrant. 


; Nest Identification 


Ch 2 = an = 
Shape Be ip Location a ii 


IS 


Pe, oe 
a oe 


Fine leaf stems, pine needles, and leaves piled within 1 inch of hole ¢ on 


platform made of sticks inside knothole of tree, old flicker hole, or nest box 
20-50 feet above ground ® built by female ¢ 2-4 white to pale buff eggs heavily 


spotted with reddish browns and lavender; oval to short oval, 1 inch long. 


DATE __ TIME LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes similar Weight 1.6 ounces 
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Length 89 25 inches | Wingspan] 5_16 inches 


lv TYRANNIDAE 


TROPICAL KINGBIRD 

‘The demise of the rainforest, resulting in less dense 
forests, is boosting this bird’s population. Originally a 
tropical bird, it is expanding its range in North 
America and becoming more common. ‘These 

birds often gather horsehair from the sides of ~ long black 
roads or fields, with which they line their Pill 
nests. The ‘Iropical Kingbird is very similar Ze 
to Couch’s Kingbird and is best separated 

from that species by voice. It also 

resembles the more common Western 

and Cassin’s Kingbirds but has a dark grayish 
longer bill and slightly notched brown upperparts 
dusky brown tail. with greenish tinge 
¢ SONG Squeaking, rapidly 
repeated pip-pip-pip-pip. Sings 
series of liquid trills. Often 
sings just before daylight, 
repeating song over and over. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 
pairs. Hunts from 

conspicuous, often high, 
perches. Spots insects from 
perch, catches them in 

_ flight, and returns to perch 

to eat. Sometimes picks up 

food from ground. Often 
hovers over foliage or ground, 
dipping to pick up an insect 

-or berry. Eats mainly insects but 
-also takes frogs, fruits, and berries. Usually the last species of 
yellow-bellied flycatchers to return to US breeding grounds and 
the first to leave after the breeding season ends. 


light gray head 
and nape 


dark gray 
ear patch 


—e whitish gray 
throat 


bright yellow 
underparts 


dusky brown 
tail 


dusky brown 


wings 


WESTERN KINGBIRD 
CASSIN’S KINGBIRD 
Straight-edged tail up; 


whitish to white edging 
on tail tip; shorter bill; 
lacks dark patch 
through eye; 


different voice. 


© BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Sag s SNGERe 
ae . : Z i ; ' Greenish back; thicker 
.¢ NESTING Incubation 15-16 days by female. Young stay in bill; evenly spaced 


nest 18-19 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. individual primary ups; 


»® POPULATION Uncommon and somewhat local in lowlands oe 
“near water in south ‘Texas and Arizona. Casual in autumn and winter 
on the West Coast north to 
British Columbia. Accidental in 
the East. 

© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Habitats 
seem to be increasing because 
human changes to landscape are 
producing more open woodlots. 


Weak fluttering flight with shallow wing 
beats. Sallies for insects in flight; returns to 
perch. Hovers before dipping for insects. 


‘Twigs, grasses, stems, bark, and plant fibers @ lined with plant down, moss, 
horsehair, and other fine materials © on tree branch 8—20 feet above ground 


© built by female ¢ 3-5 creamy buff or pinkish eggs with blotches of brown 


Shape «gy — Location & 


and purple often concentrated on larger end; oval to short oval, 1 inch long. 


TIME LOCATION ____ — 


© Sexes similar 
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Family “P'yRANNIDAE 


COUCH’S KINGBIRD 


lhis bird is very similar to the ‘lropical 


light gray face 
and nape @ 


Kingbird but has subtle differences in 


plumage and bill size. In fact, it was 


once considered a race of the ‘Tropical 


e@ /ong stout 


Kingbird, but in the 1980s it wa ark ore 
EDITC € S S dark gray e black bill 


declared a separate species. ‘Tropical ear patch 


and Couch’s Kingbirds do not ee 


readily hybridize. Its breeding 


range in the United States is greenish 
restricted to southern lexas, back 


and itis best distinguished tn 
dark grayish e 


the field by voice. Although Sa oiat anifeaee 


yimarily nonmigratory, 
| = —_—e bright yellow 


birds in the northernmost underparts 


parts of the breeding range 
are migratory. 

© SONG A high, trilled, 
nasal Areeeear and a single- 
note or repeated &7p. 
Predawn song is a series of 


—_—e black legs 
and feet 


rich whistles with abrupt 

inflections, s wee-s wee-s wee 

S wre e-1-( Au. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 4/4 grayish 


; brown tail, 
pairs. Sometimes gregarious dinhily naked w 
in winter. Perches and forages 
in middle to high levels. Sits 
on perch to spot prey. Sallies out 
to catch insects in midair. Hovers 


over foliage or ground, dipping 


‘PROPICAL KINGBIRD 
Grayer back; longer, 
thinner bill; unevenly 


staggered ups of 


primaries; voice differs. 


down to pick up insects or berries. 


Kats various fiying and crawling insects, : WESTERN KINGBIRD 
also berries and fruits. CASSIN’S KINGBIRD 
— aes 1 4° Smaller thinner bills: 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. Telnaes inaltaaae eas 
ad / £ indistinct, lighter gray 
Toamimgn : : . 3 ; 
¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly Known. Incubation by > F ear patches; squared tips 


of tails; voices differ. 


female estimated at 14-16 days. Young altricial; fed by both 
sexes. First flight at 18-20 days. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common in 
lower Rio Grande Valley in 
summer; uncommon in winter. 
Casual to the Gulf Coast in fall 
and winter. 

¢ CONSERVATION 

beats, Gallien co wike insects ti fighe, Neotropical migrant. Increasing 
returns to perch. Hovers down for insects. in range and in numbers. 


Slow fluttering flight on shallow wing 


a SS Sa 


Me ra es 
2) /0ey y 49 See > 
f |p f7Tj 7 y 
dentif cation 


‘Twigs, leaves, Spanish moss, weeds, and bark strips, with lining of finer 
— 


materials ® on tree limb, 8-25 feet high ¢ built by female ¢ 3-5 pinkish to warm 


yc 


buff eggs, with brown and lavender blotches; ovate to long ovate, subelliptical to 
Shape «gy Location @& pg. BES. | bse B I 
wha, “8 long elliptical; 1.0 x 0.7 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat@, 9¢ we Migration Northern birds migrate 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Weight 1.6 ounces 
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amily "Py RANNIDAE eS Tyrannus vociferan: | Length 89 inches Wingspan 15_16.5 inches 


CASSIN’S KINGBIRD ie 


‘The loud morning song of the male can be heard 
through the canyons in the foothills covered with 
oak-pinon and pine-juniper-sycamore woodlands on 
the lower slopes of the mountains where this bird 


makes its home. ‘This flycatcher eats more dark oray 
berries and fruit, in addition to its dict of head and nape e 


short black 


insects, than any other North American hill 


kingbird. Darker on the head, back, 
and breast than the very similar 
and more widespread Western 
Kingbird, this bird has a pale 

tip on its squared tail. 
Cassin’s Kingbird often 
inhabits higher 
altitudes than the 
Western Kingbird. 


darker gray e 
car patch 


—e white throat 
dark olive- e 
gray back 


$e dark gray 


F breast 


dull yellow 


dark grayish brown underparts 
tail with buff-white 
feather tips © black feet 


and legs 


WESTERN KINGBIRD 
Lighter gray head and 
nape; paler less- 
contrasting throat and 
chest; white-edged tail; 


¢ SONG Bold burry 2-syllable call of #i-BEW with accent on 
the second syllable. Also sings a noisy high-spirited 4/-dear, &i- 
dear, ki-dear in the morning. 
»® BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Perches at middle to high 
‘levels to spot prey, sallies to catch it, then returns to perch to 
eat. Hawks insects as far as 65 feet away from its perch. Hovers 
over ground or foliage and picks off insects, insect larvae, 
berries, and fruit. In courtship male can be seen flying in series 
of rushed zigzags. 
»® BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 
© NESTING Incubation 18-19 days by female. Altricial young 
stay in nest 14-17 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year, 2 in 
southern part of US range. 
¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common in variety of habitats. 
Accidental elsewhere in 
western, eastern, and southern 
US in migration and winter. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 


different voice. 


‘TROPICAL KINGBIRD 


Za COUCH’S KINGBIRD 
P Larger longer bill; 
darker ear patch; olive 


breast; dusky brown tail 


has slightly notched tip 


and no whitish edging; 


different voice. 


Buoyant fluttering flight with shallow 
wing beats. Hovers to take insects, berries, 
and fruit from foliage/ground. Also hawks. 


‘Twigs, weed stems, rootlets, leaves, feathers, and hair @ lined with fine plant 
fibers © on horizontal tree branch 20-50 feet above ground ¢ built by both sexes 


¢ 3-5 creamy white eggs with brownish mottling concentrated at larger end; oval 


Shape «gy — Location & 


to long oval, 0.9 x 0.6 inches. 


‘ 


TIME LOCATION . 
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Family ‘Py RANNIDAE 


THICK-BILLED KINGBIRD 


In the 1950s this native of Mexico first arrived 
in the southwestern part of North America in 
Guadalupe Canyon on the southern border 
between Arizona and New Mexico. Its 
population has been slowly increasing in 
size ever since. Bold and gregarious, 
some refer to tas the noisiest bird in 
Arizona. It has a fondness for sycamore 
trees along streams, and it perches 

high in them to watch for passing 
insects. It is a large chunky kingbird 
with a large head and a very stout, 
broad black bill. Birds in fresh fall 
plumage and first vear juveniles 

can show bright yellow underparts. 


@ SONG Noisy. A loud, whistled 
metallic nasal puereet or di-diweek. 
Often calls after returning to 

perch. Also has bold piercing 

calls of cut-a-reap and kiterreer. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 
Conspicuous, often perching in 

high open areas near tops of trees or 
on dead branches or tree top. Spots 
prey from perches, sallies out to catch 
in midair, and returns to perch to eat. 
Feeds on large flying insects, including 
grasshoppers, beetles, and cicadas; also hovers 
and takes insects and berries from foliage or 
ground. Frequents riparian woodlands with large 
sycamores or grasslands with scattered trees. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


cinnamon 


dusky brown 


tail, lightly 


¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Estimated 


incubation 18-20 days by female. Young altricial: 


sexes. Estimated to fledge nest at 15-20 days. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common in Guadalupe Canyon; uncommon 
and local elsewhere in southeastern Arizona. Casual in fall and 
winter in western Arizona and 
southern California. Accidental 
along the West Coast north to 
British Columbia. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Vulnerable 
to loss of riparian habitats. 


Buoyant fluttering flight with shallow 
wing beats. Hawks insects and returns to 


perch. Hovers, dipping to pick up prey. 


dark brownish e 


black ear pat A 


grayish olive-brown © 
upperparts 


dusky brown e- 
wines, narrowly 


ede d with pale ‘ 


edged cinnamon 


; 


dark grayish brown 
head and nape @ 


@ large black bill 


© dirty white chin, 
throat, and 
underparts 


—e pale yellowish 
wash on belly and 
undertail coverts 


| 
@ black feet 
and legs 


FIRST | 
FALL 


‘PROPICAL KINGBIRD 
Smaller bill; lighter gray 


Si 


head; dark grayish brown 
upperparts; much / 


brighter yellow 


slightly underparts with less 
notched or 
square- 


tipped tail 


extensive white; notched |® 
tail; voice differs. 


WESTERN KINGBIRD 
CASSIN’S KINGBIRD 
Paler heads and 
upperparts; much 
smaller bills; squared 
tails with white edging 
or tips; brighter and 
more extensive yellow 
underparts; voices differ. 


fed by both 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat@ U@ Migration Migratory 


DATE TIME 


‘Twigs, grasses, weeds, and leaves, lined with plant down ¢ untidy and flimsy; 
unfinished in appearance; can sometimes see eggs or nestlings through bottom 
¢ on horizontal tree branch, 50-60 feet above ground ® built by both sexes 
¢ 3-4 whitish eggs, blotched with brown; oval te long oval or subelliptical, 


1.0 x 0.7 inches. 


Weight 2 () ounces 


LOCATION 
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Length g 75 inches WiNgSPAN 15_16 inches 


WESTERN KINGBIRD pale ashy gray head 


The most common and well-known kingbird neck, and breaste ~ bee, 
in the West has easily adapted to the ongoing 

development of its habitat. It even takes dark thin gray e— 

. advantage of it by using telephone poles eve patch 

} and other artificial structures as nesting 

| areas and fences and utility wires as olive-green 

| hunting perches. Often found in urban tinted back a 4 

| areas, it is more gregarious than any 
other kingbird, with two or more pairs 

| occasionally nesting in the same tree. 

| Aggressive, it also is known for its 

. 

| 


e small 
black bill 


bright lemon- 


tenacity for chasing hawks, crows, 
: yellow underparts 


ravens, and other large birds away 
from its nesting territory. It can be 
distinguished from other large 
flycatchers and kingbirds by the 
black tail with white edging on 
each side. A red-orange crown 

| patch usually is concealed. 
¢ SONG Call is a rather quiet 

| clipped 4eé. Has an abrasive and 

| bickering chatter of 4er-e7~p, 

| ker-er-ip, pree pree pr-prrr. 


black legs 


and feet 


© dark brownish black wines 
contrasted with paler back 


black squared tail 
with white ed zes 


CASSIN’S KINGBIRD 


} © BEHAVIOR Solitary or in - s Darker gray head. 
. pairs or small groups. Gregarious in winter. Conspicuous. Hunts | ‘ g SOK Ana arr py 
} from open perches at low, middle, and high levels. Sits on perch boffy whicerips'on- 
} to spot prey, flies out to catch in midair, and returns to perch to dusky brown tail 
t eat. Often hovers above foliage or ground and dips down to pick feathers; whiter throat; 


, = 3 7 voice differs. 
up food. Feeds on various insects, fruits, and berries. Male : 


performs hectic courtship flight, darting upward into air, 

fluttering, vibrating feathers, and delivering trilling song. 

» ® BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. Sometimes found in 

ee colonics. a ei oe eka 

© NESTING Incubation 18-19 days by female. Young stay in extends upward to 

pnest 16-17 days, fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. throats; slightly notched 

| ¢ POPULATION Common in semiarid open country. Range 

| has expanded during the 20th century as expansion of agriculture 

. a= 7 has created more suitable 
nesting and foraging areas. 

Some winter in southern 

Florida. Accidental in fall 

migration to New England and 

the Atlantic Coast. 

® CONSERVATION 

Neotropical migrant. 


TROPICAL AND 
COUCH’S KINGBIRDS 
Larger, longer bills: 


darker ear patches: 


q 


tails: voices differ. 


Buoyant fluttering flight on shallow wing 
i beats. Sallies for insects in flight, returns 
to perch. Hovers over prey and dips down. 


Grass, weeds. twigs, and plant fibers, lined with finer materials. including hair. 
| plant down, and cotton ® near trunk on horizontal limb or fork of tree, 8-40 feet 


above ground © sometimes on brace or cross-arm of utility pole, church steeple. 


or other man-made structure ® built by both sexcs ® 3—7 whitish eggs. heavily 


blotched with brown. lavender. and black: oval to short oval, 1.0 x 0.6 inches. 


TIME LOCATION 
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Length 


Family T'YRANNIDAE 


— 


8.5 inches 


Wingspan 14_15 inches 


{ASTERN KINGBIRD 


[rue to its name, this kingbird is the only one 


SPECIES Tyrannus tyrannus 


nesting in the East north of southern Florida. It has 


an EXteNsive breeding range that covers Most of black forehead, e j 
North America: from the Atlantic Coast north sides of face. 
almost to the treeline in the southern Yukon. Its and cap | 


@ black bill 


& 


Latin name means “king of the tyrants,” and 


& 


when defending its nest this aggressive bird ee es 
: © whit 
throat 


sometimes will land on the backs of hawks, Pen eae 


crows, and vultures, pecking and pulling back and rump 
their feathers. In winter flocks fly to South 


America and survive on a diet of mostly _—? 
——#e grayish 


wash On 
breast 


berries. This species is fashionably decked 
with blackish upperparts, white underparts, 
and a distinctive white terminal tail band. A 


red stripe on its crown, usually concealed, + vharcoal-gray 
gra) 


is seen only when the bird ts displaying. WINES 
© SONG Utters grating buzzing high- 
pitched @zees note combined with a 
rapid fz, freer, fut, rzeet, tz1, rzeet. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 
Gregarious in migration and 
winter. Often sits on exposed, 


+ white underparts 


low- to mid-level perches and | 
black legs and feet 
high on trees, shrubs, weed © PRICK AEBS GMO Je 
stalks, fences, utility wires, 
‘tc. Sits on perch to spo 
7 : DER es Ses © black tail with 


prey, hawks insects in air, white terminal band 
and returns to perch to eat 
them. Also hovers to pick food 


off leaves or ground. Eats various insects, fruits, and berries. 


Male performs erratic courtship flights, hovering, circling, and GRAY KINGBIRD 
tumbling with tail spread and crown patch revealed. » Pale gray upperparts; 


— —— a cg white underparts; black 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. al id erin een 
' : mask through eyes; 


ee _ . ) . ens : ; 
¢ NESTING Incubation 16-18 days mostly by female. Altricial forked tail lacks white 


young stay In nest approximately 16-18 days. Fed by both a band ° limited 
: ; : : : 'S range. 


sexes. | brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common, widespread, and conspicuous. Has 
expanded range and increased 

numbers with agricultural 
expansion. 

¢ CONSERVATION 

Neotropical migrant. Common 

cowbird host, but often 

damages cowbird eggs. 


Fluttering suff-winged direct flight with 


shallow wing beats. Sallies to snatch 


insects in flight, then returns to perch. 


Nest Identification 


Shape Location @& Na] 
ww = a Ip ee 
blotches; long and pointed to very round, but most ovate, 0.9 x 0.7 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat@ Je 9¢ Migration Migratory 


DATE : TIME___ LOCATION ih 


Weed stalks, twigs, and grass @ lined with fine grass, sometimes animal hair @ far 


to midway out on horizontal tree branch or shrub; sometimes on post or stump; 


7-60 feet above ground, usually near water ® built by female with help from 


male ¢ 3—5 white to pinkish white eggs with heavy brown, lavender, and gray 


Weight 1.5 ounces 
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amily TyRANNIDAE | Species Tyranyys forficatus | *°"8tM 11.515 inches 


SCISSOR-TAILED FLYCATCHER 


Unmistakable, graceful, and beautiful, the Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, pale gray 
often seen darting above grasslands, is named for the way it opens Meee 
and closes its tail like a pair of scissors. During courtship the male 

performs a spectacular sky dance. From about a hundred feet above Z| 
the ground, the male suddenly plunges, flies in a zigzag pattern 
with a trilling cackle, then flies straight up and falls over 
backward in two or three backward somersaults, shine apap 
displaying his long streaming tail. upperparts e 
He repeats this courtship flight, sometimes 


Wingspan } 4 2515.5 inches 


black bill 


=—<e white throat 


until the eggs are hatched. In flight the dark brown whit 
| salmon-pink and red axillaries can be seen. &/#85 with underparts 


: white edges 
Juveniles are paler overall with a yellow to “""" “*" 


salmon wash on the underparts and a short tail. 
e SONG A harsh sharp 474 or ew. Calls also 
include a dry, buzzing chattering 4a-quee-ka- 
quee or repeated ka-/up. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. At 
night roosts communally (except 
nesting females) in groups that 
may number more than 200. 
Gregarious in migration 
and winter; often in 
spectacular flocks. 


salmon-pink 
sides and flanks 


Ne black legs 
and feet 
Z-——e long scissorlike tail 1s 
black above with white 
outer edges and white below 
with black inner edzes 


FORK-TAILED 
FLYCATCHER 
Casual to accidental 
vagrant ® black head: 
long, deeply forked 
Perches on branches, utility wires, and fences; often sits for black. tail; white 
, hours to spot bees, wasps, and other flying insects, then catches 
. them in midair. Often hunts from low perches, searching for 
grasshoppers and crickets on the ground. Can perform very = WESTERN KINGBIRD 
& : : : Similar to juvenile with 
Ly, - 
acrobatic flight. short tail but has olive- 
_® BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 42 ereen-tinted back; 
ee : = - Bae bright | -yell 
¢ NESTING Incubation 14-17 days by female. Altricial young ee ey Pe 


stay in nest 14-16 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 


underparts and wing 
linings. 


underparts; squared tail. 


¢ POPULATION Common in open country with scattered trees, 
prairies, scrublands, farmlands. 
Accidental to casual across 
much of North America. Small 
wintering population in central 
to south Florida. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Rare host 
to cowbirds. 


Light buoyant direct flight with shallow 
wing beats. Sallies to catch insects in 


flight, returning to perch. Hovers briefly 


over prey before dipping to pick it up. 


Lined with twigs, weeds, rootlets, grass, and hair ® on horizontal limb or fork in 
——§£ — tree or shrub or utility pole, post, building, or other man-made structure 
7-40 feet above ground © built by female ¢ 3-6 whitish eggs with reddish, 


Shape Location a ig 5 
ww a dy B brown, olive, and gray blotches; ovate to rounded ovate, 0.9 x 0.6 inches 


lumage Sexes similar | Habitat ~@ oe Migration \figratory Weight 1.5 ounces 


ATE TIME LOCATION - —— 
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Length 6 5-7.25 inches | Wingspan 11.5 inches 


| Family T'yRANNIDAE Species Pachyramphus aglaiae 


ROSE-THROATED BECARD 


lhe brilliant rose-colored throat of the male helps 
distinguish this stocky big-headed flycatcher. Often down to eves @ 


nesting on of very neal the Same site year after year, 


it may take weeks to build its huge globular nest. rost or rose-pink 
Pat hoon lower 
throat and 


e upper breast 


which ts 1—2.5 feet in size and hangs from the up 
of a drooping tree branch high above the ground 
or over water. A native of Mexico and Central 
\merica, its range includes parts of southeast 
\rizona and southeast Texas. The race 


occurring in Lexas is darker overall: males 
pale gray 


have blackish upperparts and dark gray 
@ underparts 


underparts, and the rose patch on the throat 
is much reduced or absent. Texas females 
have a sooty black crown and deeper butt to 
tawny cinnamon underparts. Juveniles are 


similar to adult females. 


@ SONG Call is a sad downslurred whistled 
LSCCOON, otten preceded by a reedy chatter. 
\larm note 1s a soft pees. Has a rarely heard gray to dark 


PAV (TORN 
song at dawn, which ts plaintive, reedy, ’ 


and long-continued, wheeuu-whyeceuus, 
ocher-buff 


® hind collar 


wheeuu-whyeeeuur. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 


\fter nesting Season May JON 
mixed-species foraging flocks. 

Sits quietly, almost motionless, 

hidden in foliage on branch at pale buff © vrayish brown or ‘ 
CINNAMON Upper parts 


middle levels in clearing, underparts @ 

opening, or forest edge, watching 

for insects. Easily overlooked. 

Catches insects in flight. Eats insects, 

their larvae, and some wild fruits and 

berries. Also frequents canopy. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

e NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Estimated 

incubation 15-17 days by female. Young altricial; brooded by 

female; stay in nest 19-21 days, fed by both sexes. Has 1 brood 
per year. 

¢ POPULATION Casual to 
rare in southeastern Arizona and 

| 

Weak flights, often of short duration, with 


in the lower Rio Grande Valley 
area of ‘lexas. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Rare host 
to cowbird parasitism. 


rapid shallow wing beats. Sallies forth to 


take insects in flight or off foliage. 


Nest Identification 


Shape ce: Location a 


Plumage Sexes differ Migration US birds migrate 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Lichen, bark, vine, pine needles, spider web, and feathers, lined with finer 
materials © hangs from branch of tree, 13—70 feet above ground ® built by both 


sexes, but female does most ® 2-6 white or creamy white eggs, with brown 


blotches: short subelliptical, 0.9 x 0.7 inches. 


Weight 1.1 ounces 
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amily [| ANIIDAE 


Length 9 inches 


| wingspan 125 (3 inches 


LOGGERHEAD SHRIKE 


This large-headed bird with whitish 
underparts is one of two shrike species 
that nest and breed in North America. 
Known as the “Butcher Bird” 
across its range, this adept hunter 
, usually perches in the open to 
watch for prey. It has the 

unusual behavior of caching 

the bodies of its prey by 
suspending them impaled on 

a plant spine or the barbed 

wire of a fence. 
may serve as larder for future 
use, to soften the food for 


The caches 


easier rendering, or to 
passively advertise the 
presence of the territory 
and its owner. Juveniles 
have brownish upperparts 
and more distinctly 
barred underparts. 

¢ SONG Variety of 
squeaking notes and low 
’warbles, delivered in slow 
deliberate phrases, often repeated, 
queedle, queedle. Call is a grating shak-shak. 
1 © BEHAVIOR Solitary. Pairs in breeding 
season. Often sits immobile, hawklike, watching 
for prey for long periods. Flies down to catch prey with bill or 
oP claws; also catches insects in flight. Eats small rodents, 

' birds, reptiles, amphibians, and insects. Pair defends territory in 
breeding season but defend separate territories in winter. 


*@ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 


/¢ NESTING Incubation 16-17 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 17—21 days, fed by both sexes. 
2 broods per year (occasionally 3 in the South). 


slender blac & eo 
tail with white 
outer feathers 


the Northeast, and the 


Rapid flight on rapidly beating wings with 
brief periods of wings pulled to sides. 
Often flies low across the ground. 


a 


insecticide/pesticide use. 


lde nti} 1cation | 


Location & bs 


Shape wy 


LOCATION 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common in habitats with open fields and 
scattered trees. Now rare ov 
much of central part of range. 
© CONSERVATION Some are 
neotropical migrants. Declining 
seriously in coastal California, 
eastern 
Midwest due to habitat loss and 


er 


‘Twigs lined with grasses, string, feathers, 
above ground (but as high as 50 feet) ¢ built by female or sometimes both sexes 
¢ 4-7 white to grayish buff eggs, marked with grays, browns, or blacks, often 


concentrated near large end; oval to long oval, 1.0 x 0.74 inches. 


2 lar Vt Ae ad 


@ black 
hooked i ak 


© black mask meets in a 
slender line over beak 


© bluish gray upperparts 


— © black wings 
with white patch 


% 


-© grayish to 
whitish rump 


JUVENILE 


Si imilar Birds — 


sate. Ss 


NORTHERN SHRIKE 
Larger; paler head and 
back; narrower mask 
does not meet above 


bill; larger, more deeply 


hooked bill, often pale 
at base of lower 
mandible; barred 
underparts; bobs tail 
¢ juvenile much 


browner. 


NORTHERN 
MOCKINGBIRD 
Longer thinner 
straighter bill; lighter 
wings with larger white 
patches; paler tail with 
more extensive white 
in outer feathers; head 
proportionally smaller. 


and hair © in bush or tree, 8-15 feet 
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Species J anius excubitor 


NORTHERN SHRIKE while Weathering 


Family [| ANIIDAE Length 9 10 inches | Winspan 13 5_16.5 inches 


y : ) 
Perched high in the treetops, this robin-sized bird hoe a above bill e | 

. . | 
acts as a sentry, often uttering loud warning calls patch e ™ | 
to other birds as it scans the landscape tor prey. mea Sih 


‘Vhe larger and more northerly distributed of 
the two shrikes that nest and breed in North 


\merica, It is aggressive and will attack pale gray e 


Blue Jays Of other birds larger than itself, upperparts 
. a) / 
and head 


laree hooked 
Lill, often with 
pale hase to 

lower mandible 


especially in defending tts caches. 
[rruptive movements south in the 
winter seem to be correlated with the 
availability of prey species, especially 


small mammals. In flight the white 
@ whitish 
underparts with 
faint barring 


wing patches, white rump, and white 
outer tail feathers contrast against the 
black wings and tail. he female ts 
similar to the male but duller and 
sometimes more brown. Young birds 
are browner than adults and have 
heavier barring on their underparts. 

¢ SONG Sings a low disjointed 

jerky thrasherlike song of clear 

notes and phrases, some musical, 
FIRST 
WINTER 


interspersed with grating shricks. 
Call is a shak-shak. Also imitates 
calls of other birds. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary. Pairs in 
breeding season. Hunts in 
daytime. Perches in prominent 


LOGGERHEAD SHRIKE 
Smaller; darker head 
and back; gray to white 


JUVENILE 


lookout to Spot prey; catches prey rump; wider mask 


with beak, stuns it, and often impales it on sharp thorns or 
branches until ready to eat. Caches food for later use in this 


extending above eye 
and across bill; smaller 
and less strongly 


manner. Feeds on small mammals, mostly rodents, small birds, hooked black bill; gray 
and insects. Aggressive in pursuit of prey. White in tail and underparts with very 
faint or no barring 


white wing patches flash in flight. 
‘ ; ¢ juveniles are gray- 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. brown and lightly 
e NESTING Incubation 15-16 days by female. Young altricial; pamee 
brooded by female; stay in nest 20 days, fed by both sexes. First 
flight at about 20 days, but fed 
by both sexes for 10 more days 
or longer. | brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Uncommon 
in taiga (boreal forest) in 
clearings, open areas, and edges. 
e FEEDERS Raw hamburger, 
suet. Also hunts feeder visitors. 


Nest Identificatio : . : 
. ific se Sticks lined with feathers, hair, and fine materials ® in tree or shrub, 12-20 feet 


above ground @ built by both sexes ¢ 4—9 grayish or greenish white eggs, heavily 
Shape wy Location hy blotched with olive, brown, and lavender; oval to long oval, 1.1 x 0.8 inches. 


Swift undulating flight on shallow rapid 


wing beats, often low to the ground. 


Plumage Sexes similar’ | "abitat .@ @.) yes uu um | Migration \iioratory Weight 2.3 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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| aMilY VIREONIDAE 


Species Viney g, SCus Length 5 inches Wingspan 8 inches 
= = 6 ee See , 
ryt \47 TD V ~ [— ] 
)WHITE-EYED VIREO 
| Preferring to hide in the dense foliage of 
brushy thickets, this bird is Known for 
uttering an explosive jumble of phonetic Aine 
sounds and phrases, typically beginning while iris @ 2 yellow spectacles 


and ending the song with a sharp chick! 

Sometimes it will mimic the songs and grayish oficv 
\/ calls of other birds by incorporating upperparts @ 
their vocalizations into the jumbled 
middle portion of its rather 
unvireo-like song. Its white iris 
\;can be seen only at close range. 
Juveniles are paler overall 
with gray to brown irises. 
¢ SONG Abrasive chk, 
ticha wheeyo chik. 
Mnemonics for the 
variable song differ 

from region to region, 

but the standard generic 
one 1s guick-with-the-beer- 
check! (Individuals vary 
their songs and often omit 
either the introductory or 
the ending chick. Call is a 
wrenlike mewing note, a 
rasping rattle, and a sharp “ck! 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. May join mixed foraging 
flocks in fall migration. Usually remains hidden close to the 
ground in blackberry thickets, thick brushy tangles, thick forest 
undergrowth, or the forest edge. Perches higher to sing. Often 
sings in winter. Gleans food from stems, branches, and foliage. 
Eats insects, snails, spiders, fruits, berries, and small lizards. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Courting male 
postures before female with whining calls of y7p, yp, yah while 

| puffing up his feathers and spreading his tail. 

@ NESTING Incubation 12-16 days by both sexes. Altricial 
young stay 1n nest 10-12 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per 

; year, 2 in the South. 

e POPULATION Fairly 
common to common. Casual 
vagrant to the West. 

® CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Parasitized 
frequently by cowbirds. 


short black bill with 
slightly hooked tip 


— @ 2 whitish 
wing bars 


—e pale yellow 
sides and flanks 


_® gray legs and feet 


white underparts 


BELLS VIREO 
ae _* Smaller; greenish back; 
, yellowish underparts; 


grayish face, crown, and 


nape; faint white 


spectacles; one bold and 


one faint white wingbar; 


dark brown eye. 


‘ YELLOW-THROATED 
VIREO 
Yellow chin, throat, and 


breast; gray rump; 


bright yellow 


spectacles; lacks white 


iris; different song. 


Relatively rapid direct flight on short, 
rounded wings. 


lest Identification ‘Twigs, rootlets, bark strips, coarse grass, and leaves; bound with silk ® lined with 


Location * a 


fine grass and fibers © hangs between fork in twigs at the end of a branch of 
shrub or small tree 1-8 feet above ground ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 3-5 white 


Shape . 


eggs spotted with brown and black; oval, 0.74 x 0.95 inches. 


ATE TIME LOCATION = : = _— 
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Family ViREONIDAE 


BELLU’S VIREO 


[his small plain bird is the western counterpart of 
the White-eved Vireo. It is a frequent victim of the 


Brown-headed Cowbird, which often lays eggs in 


its nest — the vireo often responds by building a 
, very faint 


: a Ses se - =i grayish 
new floor in the nest, covering the cowbird S white spectacles @ Te all 
eggs and its own. Although these birds greenish to ; Anak 


and nape 


actively forage during the day they are grayish back @ 


most often detected by their 
frequent singing. Overall 
plumage varies across 
its range, from the 
eastern and 
midwestern 

birds, which 2 (sometimes only 1)e 
have greenish faint white bars on 


blackish bill, 


upperparts and cath wing a - slightly flattened 
yellowish underparts, gray legs @ Po with hooked tip 


to the West Coast race, ere | 
© white to yellowish 


which has gray upperparts 
underparts 


and whitish underparts. 

¢ SONG Male sings husky rapid jumble of 
question-and-answer-sounding phrases such as cheadle cheadle 
chee: cheadle cheadle chew! Often a phrase with rising inflection, 
followed by one that ends with a descending note. An active 
singer, may sing 8-17 songs a minute. Incubating males may 
sometimes sing from the nest. Call notes are harsh and scolding. 


@ GRAY VIREO 
(2:4 Larger; gray overall; 


oo | paler underparts; one or 


¢ BEHAVIOR Secretive and active. Often pumps tail. Sings two faint wing bars; 
often, revealing its presence in the thickets (particularly 
riparian), hedgerows, and scrub that it frequents. Eats variety of 
insects gleaned from the stems, branches, and foliage; also some 
fruits and berries. Courting male actively chases female, 
spreading tail, fluttering wings, and constantly singing. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 14 days by both sexes. Young altricial; 
stay in nest 11-12 days, fed by both sexes. 2 broods per year. 


distinct eye ring; 


different song. 


WHITE-EYED VIREO 
Juvenile © dark eyes; 
P grayish olive 

oe upperparts; whitish 
underparts with wash of 
yellow on sides and 
flanks; yellow 
spectacles; two white 


wing bars; voice differs. 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon; declining in some regions. Some 
western riparian populations endangered. 

© CONSERVATION 
Declining in Midwest and 
California from habitat loss, 
especially riparian habitat in 
arid and semiarid landscapes; 
frequent cowbird parasitism. 


Relatively rapid direct flight with shallow Neotropical migrant. 
wing beats. : 


Dry leaves, shredded bark, plant fibers, and spider cocoons, lined with fine grass, 
down, and hair ¢ hung from fork in tree or shrub or suspended by rim between 
two limbs ¢ 1-5 feet above ground © built by both sexes ¢ 3-5 white eggs, 


Shape g Location a 2 - 
os ba usually dotted with black or brown; oval, 0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar Habitat ga @ see ae Migration Migratory Weight (3 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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: ; ' ‘ j ; ‘ 
Family VIREONIDAE Specles Vireg atricapillus | “8th 4.5 inches WINESPAN 8 inches 


BLACK-CAPPED VIREO 
The Black-capped Vireo is a federally listed endangered 
species. Difficult to spot because it forages among oak- 


| 
| 
| 


: aye ; broken white 
scrub and dense thickets, it is a persistent singer spectacles 
often detected by its song. ‘The male’s black cap and glossy 1 blackish 
broken white spectacles are distinctive. Females black cape er bill 
can be identified by the slate-gray cap; juvenile olive 


females have more buff-colored plumage. In the upperparts 

fall, this bird migrates southwest, wintering 

along the western coast of Mexico. 

e SONG Persistent hurried series of twittering © reddish eyes 
insistent 2- or 3-note phrases suggestive of 
come here, right-now-quick! Call note is j/-dit, 
similar to Ruby-crowned Kinglet. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 
Secretive. Searches restlessly for food 
in deep cover among trees and 
thickets, looking for insects, their 
eggs, and larvae. Also eats small 
spiders and small fruits and 
berries. During fluttering 
display flight, male sings 
courtship song to female “@”-8"4” 

sth to bluish 
or follows her, singing gray head 

» and spreading tail. 
¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous. Solitary. 


yellowish 


white wing bars 


~e while underparts 


© yellow flanks 


—_——e h/ue-gray 
legs and feet 


MALE 


white SPeclac Tes 


roe olive upperparts 
ILE LEMON- 


i yellow 
BS NESTING wingbars 
oo 14-17 days Similar Birds 
oth sexes; female L, onhe ; 
DY ’ th sexes; female buffy white & BLUE-HEADED VIREO 
at night and both sexes underparts A callan teh » Female or juvenile 
' alternating during day. fae eee . : lateek: aw head: 
Young altricial; stay in nest and flanks nite: species ane 
210-12 days, fed by both sexes. FEMALE A Olea Teer aa 
2b , ) D ie ne yellowish white wing 
roods per year. bars and edging on 
¢ POPULATION Endangered. Uncommon to fairly common tertials; greenish yellow 


edging on secondaries. 


and local. Extirpated over much of its former range. 
= aon = - i Pe . . 
® CONSERVATION Cowbird brood parasitism a factor, with more 


than 90 percent of vireo nests 
| a ae a 
Flight Patter parasitized in some areas, such 
as the Edwards Plateau in 
‘Texas. An additional known 
factor is the loss of oak-juniper 


habitat, primarily due to the 


Somewhat weak fluttering direct flight development of land. 
on rapidly beating wings. 


Vegetation, including twigs, bark, and leaves, bound with silk and lined with fine 


grasses, 1-15 feet in scrub oak or other short deciduous tree ® built by both sexes 


¢ 3-5 white eggs, unmarked; oval, 0.7 x 0.5 inches 


Shape 9g Location ge 


 flumage Sexes differ el 2. a Migration Migratory Weight ().3 ounce 


YATE TIME _ LOCATION 
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Family VWiREONIDAE pec Length 5 5 inches Wingspan § 75 inches 


GRAY VIREO — 


‘The Gray Vireo is most often found in arid 
thorn scrub, chaparral, and pifon-juniper or 
oak-juniper on the slopes in mountainous 
regions. It forages in low undergrowth. 
‘This bird is distinguished from other vireos 
by its plain gray plumage, narrow white gray back @ 
eve ring, and two indistinct wing bars 
(sometimes only the lower one can 
be seen from a distance). ‘Vhe Gray 
Vireo also is identified by its 

unique tendency among vireos 

to flick its long tail 

enatcatcher-like. A short- 

distance migrant, the 
Gray Vireo winters 
in Mexico. 

e SONG Song 
musical; a hesitant 
and slightly jerky, 
patchy chu-wee, chu- 
wee, che-weet, chee, 
ch-churr-weet, similar 
to Plumbeous Vireo 
but less throaty. 
Males often sing 
with varying inflections. 

In alarm, scolds wrenlike, issuing a low harsh churr or schray. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs; small family groups in 
nesting season. Hops and flicks tail with jerky movements from 
low- to mid-level perches 1-12 feet above ground. Often stays 
concealed in dense foliage of trees and brush, including junipers 
and sagebrush. Feeds on variety of insects, which it gleans from 
branches, foliage, or ground. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


e NESTING Incubation 13-14 days by both sexes. Young 
altricial; remain in nest 13-14 days and are ted by both sexes. 
2 broods per year. 


white eye TINE @ 


\ black bill 


whitish 
underparts 
brownish wings 


gray feet 
and legs 


PLUMBEOUS VIREO 
Heavier body; shorter 


tail, not pumped or 
flicked; bold white 


spectacles; two bold 


wing bars; olive-gray 
wash and streaking on 
sides and flanks. 


BELL'S VIREO 


~, Smaller: two faint wing 
~” * bars; faint white 


spectacles; olive to gray 


upperparts; yellow to 


whitish underparts; 


does not wag or flick 
tail; voice differs. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common. Mostly stable. Some 
decline in California. Accidental 
in Wisconsin. 

© CONSERVATION Frequent 
victim of brood parasitism by 


Weak somewhat fluttering direct flight on cowbirds: often covers eggs with 
rapidly beating wings. : ; 
: new nest. 


¢ 3-5 rose-colored eggs, with brown spots, especially near large end; oval, 
0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


Location gy & by 


Shape g 
Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat > @ %¢ Migration Migratory Weight (.5 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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* 3 i = ae gen waar cal ers A 


YELLOW-THROATED VIREO ——— 


Considered the most brilliantly colored vireo, this bird 


| is most often observed in deciduous forests. Its 
yellow 


characteristic song is a series of short phrases similar in 
SPecla les ’ 


pattern to several other vireos in its range but with 


long pauses between phrases and a coarse quality. a 
: ; y . olive-green 
e SONG Burry series of 2-note or sometimes 3- head e_ 


; 
‘© slightly hooked 
"| note phrases with hesitantly long pauses 

: 

; 


black bill 


OllVE-27CE. 
between them sounding like “Aree-EIGHT, ies aa 
three-EIGHT . .. three-EIGHT, repeated 
with the pattern and quality of a 
| Blue-headed Vireo with a 
_ sore throat. Calls harsh, 
/ nasal, accelerating, 
| rapid series of chef, 
cheh, cheh notes. 


bright yellow throat, 
chin, and breast 


2 white wing bars 


white belly, flanks, 


; 
and crissum 
; 
brownish black 
; wings 
brownish 
black tail gray legs 4 
and feet 

§ 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. In autumn migration may 
form mixed foraging flocks. Generally forages in treetops, eating 
‘mostly insects. Also eats some small fruits and berries. In PINE WARBLER 
courtship male performs nest-building display, singing and Slender, pointed bill; 
crouching before female. He often begins several nests in his ey a, naa 
; one ye Cc oat 
territory before pairing. yellow breast and sides 
with dusky streaking; 
thin, bioken yellow eye 
ring; narrow yellow 


superciliary mark; thin, 
straight black bill; white 
tail spots. 


spraying of shade trees) and increasing in the upper Midwest. Rare 
vagrant in the West; casual in 
winter in south Florida. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Common 
brood parasite host for Brown- 
headed Cowbird; sometimes 


| Relatively weak fluttering direct flight builds second floor to cover its 
} with rapid wing beats. : : ; 5 ee 
own eggs as well as cowbird’s. 


Grass covered with lichens ¢ lined with grass, shredded bark, spider webs, and 
cocoons ® in deciduous trees 3-60 feet above ground ® built by both sexes ® 3-5 


white to pinkish white eggs with brown spots, especially near large end; oval, 


Shape Location 
9g = 0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


Sele gi Migration Migratory Weight ().6 ounce 


TE TIME LOCATION 
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Family V]REONIDAE 


PLUMBEOUS VIREO 


Formerly considered the grayest inland 


Length 5 25 inches 


western race of the Solitary Vireo, this 
species was recently split from that 
complex. A bird of the Rocky 
Mountain environs, it breeds at 
almost ten thousand feet and 
frequents pines and pine-oak 
forests. It is much grayer than 
its two sibling species, with 
an olive-gray rump and 
mostly devoid of any 

yellow, which, if present, 
shows as a wash on the 
gray-streaked flanks. 

¢ SONG Varied; hesitant et 
pauses and coarse nasal flanks 
phrases much like a 

hoarse Blue-headed Vireo p/ypgich 
or a Cassin’s Vireo, churech, brown wings 
ch-ireet’, ch-reeh ce-ireet, often Wd tail 
repeated. Calls a chattering cheh- 
theh-cheh, cheh, often accelerating. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 
Forages and perches from mid to 
high levels in trees. Deliberately 
searches for insects, which it gleans 
from the foliage or bark surfaces. 
‘Takes a few fruits and berries, especially in fall. Male performs 
nest-building courtship display, crouching low in front of female 
and spreading tail. May chase female in courtship flight. 
Incubating and brooding birds sit tightly on the nest, sometimes 
allowing themselves to be touched by humans. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 14-15 days by both sexes. Young 
altricial; brooded by female and fed by both sexes, but mostly 
by male. Fledge at 14-15 days. 1 brood per year. 


gray head and 
upperparts 


olive-tinged gray 
sides of breast e—& 


2 while wing 
bars and white- 
edeed flight 
feathers 


white-cdeed 
outer tail 
feathers 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common in varied pine and pine-oak 
woodland habitats. Accidental 
in Louisiana; other eastern 
records are unconfirmed. 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Fairly 
common victim of cowbird 
parasitism. Vulnerable to habitat 
loss due to logging. 


Somewhat weak fluttering direct flight 
on rapidly beating wings. 


Wingspan g 


5 inches 


"Sip: bizckied B87 


i 


Se bold white 
Spectac les broken 
by dusky lores 


whitish throat 
and underparts 


blue-gray feet 
and legs 


CASSIN’S VIREO 
Smaller; less gray 
overall; greenish gray 
head and upperparts; 
olive wash on sides and 


flanks. 


GRAY VIREO 

Not as heavily built; 
paler upperparts; long 
tail that it flicks and 
pumps; more faint 
wing bars (lower one 
more prominent); lacks 
spectacles; has white 
eye ring. 


Bark, grasses, plant fibers, and spider web, lined with fine grasses and plant 
down ® suspended between fork near tip of branch in tree or bush ¢ 4-30 feet 
above ground © built by both sexes ¢ 3—5 white eggs, spotted at larger end with 
reddish brown; oval, 0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


Location gy, & a 


Shape g 
Plumage Sexes similar | Habitate.e @ pp Migration Migratory 


LOCATION 


Weight (Jndetermined 


DATE TIME 
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Length 5 inches Wingspan g 5 inches 


CASSIN’S VIREO 


Until the 1990s this bird and the Blue-headed and Plumbeous 
Vireos were classified as one species — the Solitary Vireo. 
Although similar to the Blue-headed Vireo, Cassin’s 
differs in range and is duller in color with oltwe-washed 
less white edging on flight a 
feathers and tail. he 
male catches the blackish brown wings 
female’s attention —&“h grayish olive 

|| by fluffing out trim on secondaries 


dusky lores break 
ring of white 
spectacles 


grayish olive to 


olive upperparts 
blackish bill 


© grayish white throat 
and underparts 


2 thick white to pale 
blackish br, “1 with yellow wing bars and 

mii 45H OF nt - win narrow tertial edgings 

watle-trimmed outer : 
|| feathers and olive- } meas 
|| trimmed central feathers on flanks 
blue-gray 


Te, 
legs and feet Se. 


lemon 


olive wash 
on sides 


his bright yellow 
flank feathers and bowing up 
and down to her. Juvenile Cassin’s 


females sometimes have greenish heads. 
PLUMBEOUS VIREO 


SONG A mixed jumble of hesitant phrases, punctuated by e Stishely lateor thicker 
short deliberate pauses, such as chreu ... ch’ree ... choo’reet or ch-ree a bill; gray head and 
... A-1U'chi-roo, often repeated. A upperparts; more 
; ; . 7 . , contrast between white 
.¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Forages high in trees by thinarand lead and 


sgleaning food from bark, branches, or foliage; sometimes hovers sides of breast; grayish 
briefly to pick food off vegetation or catch insects in flight. Eats ies on Hanks se(th 
insects, larvae, and various fruits. Frequents open coniferous, a ae 
coniferous-deciduous, pine-oak, or oak woodlands. Male wash. 

performs nest-building display for female with no nesting 
material in mouth. Fairly tame on nest, allowing close approach. 
* BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. icrastietean shot 

fe NESTING Incubation 11-12 days by both sexes, but female vera different 
does more. Young altricial; stay in nest 12-14 days, fed by both voice * only in the West. 
sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 


HUTTON’S VIREO 
Smaller, white eye ring 


breaks above eye; pale 


e POPULATION Fairly 
common. Casual in winter in 
northwest California. Accidental 
in southeast Alaska, Oklahoma, 
New York, and New Jersey. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Vulnerable 
to habitat loss due to logging. 


Somewhat weak fluttering direct flight on 
rapidly beating wings. May hover briefly 
to pick insect or fruit off vegetation. 


‘Twigs, fine grasses, and stems, lined with finer grasses and hair © in fork of twig 
1 of tree or bush or set in middle of conifer, 4-30 feet above ground ¢ built by both 


sexes ® 3—5 white to creamy white eggs, with black and brown speckles; oval, 


Locatio 
\00 fy i & 0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


Shape gq 


Habitat @ 9.9 9° Migration Migratory Weight Undetermined 


TIME LOCATION 
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Family VIREONIDAE 


BLUE-HEADED VIREO pa. 


[his bird makes its home in the thick coniferous 
and mixed coniferous-deciduous forests of Canada 


and the eastern United States, where it breeds donate 7 hit 

i WT 2TCCHISN WATE 
southward through the southern Appalachians. alive back spectacles 
Ihe Appalachian race ts larger, with hoes onthe blue-gray 


a bluish gray back and the wing bars @ hood 


We /low-washed tertials e : 


white edges on all but 
central tal feathers e 


Se 


white ee 
CTISSUM 


white throat, 
yellow wash on the breast, and belly 
underparts being | 
restricted to the flanks. 

Most often solitary or in pairs 

on breeding grounds, the female 
may allow a human to touch or pet 
her as she sits on her nest. At one time this 
bird and the Cassin’s and Plumbeous Vireos all 


were Classified as one species, the Solitary Vireo. 


greenish yellow 
trim on dark \ 
secondaries \ . : 
bright yellow sides 
and flanks sometimes 
mixed with green 


¢ SONG Slow drawn-out phrases with deliberate pauses between 
them, cherry-0-wit . . . cheree . . . sissy-a-wt, repeated frequently throughout the 

day. High, clear, sweet, sometimes piercing notes. Call notes resemble a husky chatter. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Early spring migrant in the Southeast; the first vireo back in 4 
the woods in spring. Gleans insects, its principal food, from treetops and branches. Sometimes 
catches insects in midair or hovers briefly to pick them off 
foliage or branches. Eats some fruits, especially in winter. Male 


courts female with much bobbing, singing, and fluffing of BLACK-CAPPED VIREO Q 
yellowish flank feathers. Fairly tame. Smaller © shorter, 
aan : v4: li er bill; glossy 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. slimmer bith glossy 
: _ black cap; red eye 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by both sexes. Altricial * juvenile similar to 
young stay in nest 12-14 days. Fed by both sexes. Occasionally female but has more 


buff underparts. 


2 broods per year, particularly in the Southeast. 

¢ POPULATION Common in mixed woodlands and at higher 
elevations in southern 
Appalachians. Casual to 
accidental in southwestern US. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Frequent 
Somewhat weak, fluttering flight with rapid host to brood parasitism by 
wing beats. May hover briefly over prey Brown-headed Cowbirds. 


and dip to pick it off branch or foliage. 


. Nest Identification ‘* _ i ‘Twigs, fine grass, shredded bark, stems, spider webs, and cocoons; decorated 
—— with lichens @ lined with finer materials, including grasses and hair @ in fork of 
tree or bush or in middle of conifer 4-30 feet above ground ¢ built by both sexes 


¢ 3-5 white eggs with black and brown markings, especially near large end; oval, 


Shape 9g Location pry. sam a 


0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ope #.¢@ @ Migration Migratory Weight ().6 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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| | Length 475-5 inches | Wingspan 7_8 inches 


| 
| HUTTON’S VIREO Sac 


This small, kingletlike vireo actively 


| forages high in the treetops, where it white eye ring 
can be easily overlooked save for its broken above eye 7 


large whitish 
loreal spot between 
eyes and bill 


very vocal nature. It may rapidly 

repeat the same song hundreds 

of times within a short period. grayish olive 
Its olive-tinged plumage upperparts 
serves as a camouflage 
in the southwestern 
mountains and Pacific 
coastal woodlands 
where this bird makes — A/ackish brown 
its home. The West wings and tail 
Coast race has greener 
upperparts than the 
interior southwestern 
race, which has 
grayer plumage. 


short thick 
grayish bill 


too thick white 
bars on each wing 


4 _» dull buffy olive 
. underparts 


pale yellow-washed eye ae we 
J Bape and feet 
belly and undertail 5 


coverts 


j tae . = i 


RUBY-CROWNED 


p 2 : : : KINGLET Q 

/ @ SONG A monotonously repetitive siree, chi-ree or chi-weesu. Swnaller: Wenner bill 

, Call is a quiet £p-kip-kip or whining, scolding sehr! dark aes i ee er 

p = . “i . ee wing Dar, when raging, 
~ @ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs or small groups. Often joins i= i Se ey 
| ; ‘ : icks wings open often; 
_ mixed-species foraging flocks. Frequents pine-oak and oak complete white eye ring. 
| woodlands. Active; forages for food at middle to upper levels in eeaheatnneie 

_ trees, and sometimes catches insects in flight. Eats mostly ® Larger; more stoutish 

fe insects, some spiders, and fruit, with almost all gleaned from black bill; gray cap with 


_ foliage, bark, or branches. Fearless around the nest. HE SEEGER WATE 
underparts with 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. yellowish wash on sides 
_ © NESTING Incubation 14 days by both sexes. Altricial young ane) MADRS. 

remain in nest 14 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year, 
perhaps 2. 
¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common in woodlands. 


¢ CONSERVATION Rare 
brood parasite host for cowbirds. 


Weak fluttering direct flight over short 
distance; longer flights with rapid wing 

beats followed by wings briefly folded in 
at sides, creating undulation. 


Mosses, grasses, and lichen, bound with spider web and cocoon material, lined 
with fine dry grass * hanging between a fork toward end of branch, 7-35 feet 
above ground ® built by both sexes ¢ 3—5 white eggs, usually spotted with 
brown, mostly near large end (occasionally unmarked); oval, 0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


ene eee Migration Nionmigratory | We'8ht 0.4 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape g Location yy. & 


474 ¢ BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


Family ViREONIDAE ecies | 


WARBLING VIREO 

Wintering in Mexico and Central America, this 
bird has the largest breeding range of any vireo 
in the woodlands of North America. dusky oray 
Although common over most of its @ postocular stripe 
range, itis not well known by 


many people other 


indistinct stripe e— 


OVET CVE 


grayish bill with e 
dark culmen 


whitish breast e = *G : 


(sometimes with 
than birders. yellowish wash) 
‘The drab male 
rapidly sings his 
warbled phrases throughout 
the day while perched near the 
treetops. Sometimes this bird is 
difficult to spot, because its plumage is camouflaged. 

e SONG Pleasant unhurried warble of 12—20 notes, ending 

abruptly with mnemonic of /°/ serze you and I'1/ squeeze you and 

1/1 squeeze you ‘til you squirt! Western birds sing a higher, less 

musical song, often with breaks between introductory notes. 

Call is abrasive, nasal, upslurred gueeh. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Found in treetops in 

woodlands, shade trees in towns, and especially large trees in 

riparian zones. Forages for food high in trees and catches some 

insects in flight. Eats various insects, caterpillars, moth and 

butterfly eggs, and some fruits. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12 days by both sexes. Altricial young 

remain in nest 16 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common. Widespread range is increasing. 
¢ CONSERVATION 


Brown-headed Cowbird. Has 
declined in the East in areas 
where shade trees are sprayed 
Weak fluttering flight with rapid wing : ~t. pe) 
beats. Sometimes hovers briefly over with pesucides. 
foliage or branch, dipping for insect. 


gray or olive-gray 
Sf upperparts 


Neotropical migrant. Common 
host for brood parasitism by the 


blue-gray 


legs and feet 


PHILADELPHIA VIREO 


~ Dark eye stripe; dark 


lores; yellow wash on 
throat and breast; white 
supercilium contrasts 
with dark gray crown; 
dark primary coverts; 
different voice. 


‘TENNESSEE WARBLER 
Smaller, slender bill 
lacks hook; gray crown; 
white supercilium; dark 
lores and postocular 
stripe; white undertail 
coverts; greenish 
upperparts; different 
song ® female, juvenile, 
and fall male have 
yellow-washed 
underparts. 


Bark strips, leaves, vegetation fibers, and grass * hangs between fork toward 


end of branch, twig, or sometimes shrub, usually +-15 feet above ground 


Shape @ Location & a 


0.8 x 0.5 inches. 


¢ built by both sexes ® 3—5 white eggs spotted with brown and black; oval, 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitatee @ sx Uf Migration Migratory Weight (5 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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nily VIREONIDAE Vireo philadelphicus \*©"8Y 4,755.25 inches. | Wingspan g_9 inches 
; is ; : pee AE oe 


~PHILADELPHIA VIREO 


First discovered near Philadelphia in the 
1840s, this quiet bird is the least known 

of the East Coast vireos. A late spring 
migrant, it is easily overlooked dienes 

in the company of warblers, upperparts 
with which it often travels. 
Furthermore, it seldom sings 
in migration, a characteristic 
that serves to draw even 

less attention to It. 
Superficially similar to 
the Red-eyed Vireo 
in appearance 
and voice, 


gray cap 


whitish 
supercilium 


short, thick, slightly 
hooked black bill 


dark eye line extends 
through lores 


&. 


—————— warious shades of yellow on 
hide underparts, with brightest 
color on breast and throat 


Se very faint grayish 
olive wing bar 


yellow-washed 

undertail coverts 
e : 

GO TENNESSEE WARBLER 


it prefers the 
Slender pointed bill; 


mixed forests of northern blue-gray legs 


a. and feet a bright olive upperparts; 
New England and southern Canada. white undertail coverts; 
¢ SONG On breeding territory, sings a high indistinct wing bar; 

Bhs : ; on en ve es ; re =" short tail © females, 
drawn-out cherrie-o-witt, cheree, sissy-a-wit, tee-o, similar to song of ‘igediles, aici eles 
Red-eyed Vireo, but thinner, higher-pitched, and slower. Call have yellowish wash on 
note a low nasal 77eh. underparts. 
¢ BEHAVIOR ‘Tame. Solitary or in pairs. Very active forager, 2p WARBLING VIREO 
often hanging upside down beneath foliage, chickadee-like, as it ive Biay Sp peRn Ans 

Pls oft | ts : | debe Pus ; yee and head; indistinct 
picks off insects. Sometimes slow and deliberate foraging in White aiperaiiane ine. 
low- to mid-level vegetation. Gleans off leaves and branches pale lores; white or 

“and may feed while hovering. Eats a variety of insects, some whitish throat; white 

Mecuits and berries underparts with 

| ; ms ; yellowish wash on sides 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. and on flanks; lacks 
¢ NESTING Incubation 14 days by both sexes. Young altricial; icc 


remain in nest 12—14 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon; 
stable. Casual to rare in the 
West, mainly during migration 
in the fall. 

¢ CONSERVATION 

Relatively weak fluttering flight with rapid Neotropical a a Le Rare host 
wing beats. Hovers briefly when foraging to] CO cowbird brood parasitism. 
pick insects off foliage, bark, or branches. 


| Grasses, bark, moss, lichen, and plant down, hung by spider silk and webbing of 
insects ® hung from fork in small twig or branch, 30-80 feet above ground @ built 
by female ¢ 3—5 white eggs, usually speckled brown and black, especially toward 
large end; oval, 0.8 x 0.5 inches. 


Habitat 9.9 @ «fs Migration Migratory Weight (9 4 ounce 


TIME _ LOCATION 
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Family VWIREONIDAE Spec Length 6 inches Wingspan 1() inches 


RED-EYED VIREO 
One of the most abundant in North American 
deciduous forests, this bird sings almost nonstop 
from dawn to dusk and often all night. It 
delivers its brief trilled phrases 

as it sits on the nest, / 


white eyebrow 
2 outlined in black 


greenish olive 


forages for food, 
upperparts 


blue-gray 
even as It (TORN 
swallows insects. 
A researcher 
once totaled the 
number of song — 
repeutions blackish 
uttered by an bill 
individual in one 
summer day as a 
remarkable 22,197 songs. whine af 
‘These “sermons” have lent underparts 
it the handle of “preacher 

bird.” ‘Vhe black-bordered white 
eyebrow stripe distinguishes this 
bird trom other vireos. ‘The red iris is 
not visible at a distance; juveniles have a brown iris. Juveniles BLACK-WHISKERED 


darker olive- 
green tail 


ruby-red tris 


? , darker olive- 
Lreen WINGS 
blue-gray 

feet and legs 


and autumn birds may have a yellowish wash on the flanks. aiid 
; : Larger bill; lacks dark 
¢ SONG Repeated phrases and pauses, /ook up!.. . see border on upper side of 
mee... over here... this way!... higher still! Individuals sing eyebrow; dull green 
cap A : . . . *rparts: black 

many different repertoires. Call is whining nasal chewy! iil nite kag 

: ; ; : : ° mustache mark; 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Picks food off leaves and different song ® only in 
twigs. Sometimes hovers to snatch food off foliage, bark, or the Southeast. 


branch. Eats mostly insects; in fall migration lots of fruits and YELLOW-GREEN VIREO | , 
berries. Defensive at nest. Responds readily to pishing and Olive-green upperparts; 


ee re Fen mine mace dead Ficalice whitish throat and 
squcakKing noises. In Migration OFTEN JOINS MIXec edaing CKS. underparts; bright 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. yellow sides, flanks, and | _ 
¢ NESTING Incubation 11-14 days by female. Altricial young eit a pe 
stay in nest 10-12 days. Fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. supercilium; gray crown; 

¢ POPULATION Common in eastern woodlands. Some pale olive auriculars; 


dusky lores; red eves. 


decline due to clearing of forests in the East. Rare vagrant in 
migration in the Southwest and on the Pacific Coast. 

© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Frequent 
cowbird brood parasitism. 
Vulnerable to poisoning by 
ingesting insects sprayed with 
pesticides and Gypsy Moth 


Alternates series of rapid wing beats with 
control programs. 


short glides within forest. Also hovers 
brictly to pick insects or berries off foliage. 


Grapevine bark, fine grasses, rootlets, paper from wasp nests, lichens, spider 
webs, and cocoons ® hanging on fork of tree branch or shrub 2-60 feet above 
ground ® built by both sexes, but mostly by female ¢ 3-5 white eggs, most 


often with fine brown and black dots, especially toward large end; oval, 
0.8 x 0.55 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitatee @ 1 ue Migration Migratory Weight (0.6 ounce a 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family VIREONIDAE Ss eck Length 6 inches Wingspan 1() inches 


YELLOW-GREEN VIREO [~ 
Very similar to the Red-eyed Vireo and recently 
split from it to restore it as a separate species, this 
native of Mexico has become a rare breeding 
bird in southern ‘Texas and is being seen pale olive 
5 : aie ee, aUriculars @ 
more often in southern California in the & 
fall and along the Gulf Coast in spring. greenish olive : 
It shows extensively yellow-green me Pare S. 
upperparts (including a face with 
strong yellow sides), flanks, and 
undertail coverts, as well as a 
dull olive crown with more 
obscure head striping than 
the Red-eyed Vireo and 
inconspicuous or absent 
dark bordering lines. 
¢ SONG Sings 
continuously. Song is 
varied from rich and 
clear to nasal and 
abrasive, non- 
rhythmic jerky 
chiree-chree, swe, 
chiree-chree. Repeated 
over and over throu ghout 7 ~e blue-gray legs 
the day. Some have likened the will and feet 
quality and pattern to the song of a . 
House Sparrow. Calls are dry chatters and 
course mewing 777eeh. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Deliberate in its movements, 
foraging in the middle to upper levels of the vegetation. 
Sometimes joins mixed-species foraging flocks. Picks food off Rete CIRGG 
} twigs and leaves; may hover briefly to take insect or fruit. Eats a Px ——_—_Blackish lores; black 
” wide variety of insects and spiders; minor part of diet is various 7 border around white 
’ seeds and berries. epebinn-wnnsh 
underparts; dark gray 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. cap; olive back and 
¢ NESTING Incubation 13-14 days by female. Young altricial; pis be oes 
stay in nest 12-14 days, fed by both sexes. 1—2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Rare to 
casual in North America; regular 
in summer in lower Rio Grande 
Valley of Texas. Casual in spring 
on Gulf Coast and increasingly 


pale gray or whitish 
SUPCTCIILIN ®@ 
% 


LIAY CORN 


® red eyes 


—e dusky lores 


grayish bill 
\ 7 
Ye whitish throat 
and underparts 


Se bright yellow 
¢ sides and flanks 


yellow undertail 
coverls 


n 


regular in fall in coastal 


rapidly beating wings. 


Relatively fast direct flight on southern California. 


Grasses, plant fiber, lichen, moss, cobwebs, and strips of papery bark 


a ee 


Location & * 


* hanging between fork from thin branch, 5-40 foet above ground ® built by 
female ¢ 2-4 white eggs with fine dots of brown; oval, 0.8 x 0.5 inches. 


Shape g 
Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat @® 09 « Migration Migratory Welght'(.6 ounce 
I 


JATE TIME__ a LOCATION ___ : 
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Family CORVIDAE is CUS CO ens, | Length 11.5 inches Wingspan 16_17 inches | 


] 


GRAY JAY 


Sometimes called the “camp robber,” the Gray Jay is known for 
its bold behavior. Often observed at cabins and campsites, it 


will steal food and nonedible items. With its large salivary 
© ‘ black head 


glands, it secretes mucous that allows it to store food by patch 


sticking it on twigs, pine needles, and tree branches. pale gray 
Several geographical races Exist across Its COast-tO- 7,4 smoky gray head 


coast range. These races vary most noticeably in upperparts @ 
the extent of the dark patch on the nape and 
crown, from almost none in the Rocky 
Mountain races to extensive patches in 
the races inhabiting the northwest 
coast. Juveniles are entirely sooty 
gray with a whitish mustache. 
Although nonmigratory, birds 
practice some altitudinal 
migration in winter. dark smoky e— 
¢ SONG Has a large 874) Bigs 
: and tail 
repertoire of calls, 
including a fluted 
wheeoo and a low 
chuck. Calls also 
include a bold 
hawklike whistle, 
as well as a cla-cla-cla-cla-cla. Sometimes mimics hawk cries and 
songs sung by small birds. 
¢ BEHAVIOR ‘Tame, bold, and curious. Caches food. 
Omnivorous. Eats mice, eggs, and young of other birds. ‘lakes 
a variety of insects, carrion, camp food, seeds, nuts, and berries. 


short 
black bill 
white 

throat 


gray breast 


‘e gray underparts range 
from pate to dark 
depending on race 


black legs and feet 


JUVENILE 


Shows no fear of humans and comes close to snatch food and 2 Chunky; medium gray 
other objects. Males engage in courtship feeding of females. s upperparts and 
Ses ; . underparts; short white 
e <}4 : ye . ‘ . ~e : i \ 
BREEDING Monogamous. Small colonies. sail safle aieaihe- areata 
¢ NESTING Incubation 16-18 days by female. Young altricial; feathers; black wings 
stay in nest 15-21 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. wich sabhibe senondanies 
’ i _ we - es creating patch on inner 
¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common in conifer and wing in flight; entirely 
mixed-conifer forests. Declining in some areas due to timber gray head; white eye 


ring; long black bill. 


harvesting. Casual in winter in midwestern and northeastern 
states just south of breeding range. 

¢ FEEDERS Will attend 
feeders with corn, suet, and 
sunflower seeds. 

© CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to habitat loss from 
Light buoyant flight on steady wing beats; logging operations as well as 


often glides between perches within or forest fragmentation. 
between trees and from perch to ground. 


| Lined with moss, grass, sticks, bark, feathers, and fur, fastened together with 
| spider webs and insect cocoons ® on horizontal branch near trunk or in crotch 
of tree, +30 feet above ground but can be up to &5 feet ® built by both sexes 
¢ 2-5 grayish white, pale green, pale gray, sometimes white eggs, with fine 


Shape ogy Location pry. & 
to 


olive-buff, brown, or gray spots; oval, 1.2 x 0.8 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat oe 9.¢ @ soz Migration Nonmigratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Weight 2.6 ounces 
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pee Length 11.5 inches WinNgSPAN 17 inches 


STELLER’S JAY a 

Recognized as the only crested jay in the West, 

Steller’s Jay is named after Arctic explorer Georg 

| Wilhelm Steller, who discovered this bird on the 

» Alaska coast in 1741. ‘The darkest jay in North 

| America, it has a black head and crest and a 

sooty black back and breast. ‘he extent of sooty black neck 

| black on the body is variable among local and breast my 
populations, as is the amount of blue or : 
white striping on the head or throat. 


black head and crest e— 


white striping 
2 on head 


sooty black 


back e 
| @ SONG Variety of calls, including 7 
harsh shaack, shaack, shaack and 
shooka, shooka notes; a mellow cobalt or purple . 
klook klook klook, and shrill upperparts @— PEF aa 


| hawklike vocalizations. 
-| Often mimics calls of 
other birds, 


| including smoky blue belly 
loons and and underparts 
hawks. narrow black-barred 
¢ BEHAVIOR Bold ripple” on wings and tail 


| around campgrounds but somewhat 

| shy in woods. Often travels in flocks of more 

| than a dozen birds, which include family groups, 

) after breeding season. Most often feeds in 

treetops and on ground. Omnivorous; eats wide 

_ variety of animal fare, including frogs, snakes, eggs and 
young of other birds, many kinds of insects, and carrion, but 
» approximately 70 percent of annual diet (90-99 percent in 


black legs 
and feet 


winter) is comprised of pine seeds, acorns, and fruit. Caches BLUE JAY 
| 7 . 

| seeds and acorns for winter larder. ; Purple-gray crest and 

: a ene es . al back; grayish white 
it 4 BREEDING [his species 1s known to be monogamous. It is JD underparts; black collar 
| known as a solitary nester. Courtship feeding is done by the extends around body 
temale Steller’s Jay. from breast to nape: 

; — white spots, bars, and 
+ @ NESTING Incubation 16-18 days mostly by female. Altricial catches tuaineeand 


/} young remain in nest 17-21 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood tail; blue wings and tail 
per year. with fine black barring. 
¢ POPULATION Steller’s Jay is common in pine-oak and 
coniferous woodlands. Its 
population is both stable and 
increasing. Casual at lower 
elevations during the winter 
season. Accidental in the East. 
¢ FEEDERS In winter family 
groups often frequent feeders. 


Direct flight with steady buoyant wing 
beats. Often glides between perches in or 


among trees, or from tree to ground. 


————— 


Cemented with mud ¢ includes pine needles, twigs, dry leaves, roots, and grass 
¢ on horizontal limb near trunk or in crotch of conifer; occasionally in deciduous 
tree; 8-100 feet above ground ® built by both sexes ® 2—6, but most often 4, pale 


greenish blue or bluish green eggs with brown markings; subelliptical to short 


Location gy. & 


subelliptical, 1.2 x 0.9 inches. 


| Habitat 9 9.¢ @ A Migration Nionmigratory | Wel€ht 4.5 ounces 


TIME _ LOCATION _____ - = 


lumage Sexes similar 


DATE 
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Family CORVIDAE i 


Once considered primarily a forest dweller, the Bisok rattan ti 
Blue Jay has adapted to cities, parks, gardens, and extends from 
forest fragmentation. Some populations remain 
in locales year-round, while more northern ones 
migrate south in flocks of 50-100. Common 
despite clear-cutting in eastern forests, its 
range is expanding northwest. It is easily — 477g4t blue back e— 
recognized by tts large size; blue-purple Oe PAS 
upperparts, wings, and tail; and jaunty 
bluish purple crest. 

¢ SONG Sharp penetrating siecle inch 

say jay yay or thief, thief, thief' Sane ba f- rs ; on a 
Also musical weed/e-weedle, 
like the squeaking of a 
farm pump that needs oil. 
Variety of other vocalizations, some 
musical; mimics several hawk species. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Usually in pairs or 


flocks; especially gregarious after 


“ripples on wings 


nesting season. Lives in oak and 
beech trees. Noisy; shrieks 
alone or in groups at cats, 
snakes, owls, hawks, and 
hunters. Omnivorous, but 
over 70 percent of diet is plant matter, especially acorns, pine 
seeds, corn, fruits, and berries. Animal fare includes insects, 
carrion, eggs and young of other birds, snails, fish, frogs, small 
reptiles, and small mammals. Stores acorns in the ground for 
winter, a major factor in establishing and distributing oak 
forests, as many seeds are not found and thus germinate. 


@ fine black-barred 
“ripples” and white 
spots on bright blue tail 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Male feeds during 
courtship. May keep several mates for several years. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 16-18 days by both sexes but most 
often by female. Altricial young stay in nest 17-21 days; 
brooded by female; fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year in the 
North, 2—3 in the South. 

¢ POPULATION Common and widespread in woodlands and 
residential areas with big shade 
trees. Casual in the Northwest 
in autumn and winter. 

¢ FEEDERS Suet, sunflower 
seeds, peanuts, cracked nuts; 


birdbaths. 
Direct flight with steady, buoyant wing 

beats. Often glides between perches 

within or between trees, or to ground. 


Length 11 inches Wingspan 16 inches 


~ AW purplish crest 
B | ul J > J AY and back 


breast to nape e. 


long 
black bill 


grayish white 
face, chin, and 
throat 


hg grayish white 


underparts 


black legs 
and feet 


STELLER’S JAY 

Black crest; smoky 
black back, neck, and 
breast; cobalt blue 
upperparts; no white 
spots In wings or tail. 


WESTERN SCRUB-JAY 
FLORIDA SCRUB-JAY 
Lacks crest; lacks white 
spotting on wings and 
tail; lacks black collar; 
grayish underparts 
contrast with gray- 
streaked white throat 

¢ Florida Scrub-Jay 
restricted to Florida. 


‘Twigs, bark, moss, lichens, grass, and sometimes paper and string ® built by both 
sexes ® on horizontal branch near trunk or in crotch or vines 5—20 feet above 
ground; sometimes up to 50 feet ¢ 3-7 pale greenish blue or bluish green eggs 


Shape Location a ee ee 
w 5 A with dark brown markings; subelliptical, 1.1 x 0.85 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat epg 9,@ @, | Migration Migratory Weight 3 () ounces 


LOCATION 


DATE TIME 
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a 
insular | Length 12 inches WINBSPaN 16 inches 


ISLAND SCRUB-JAY 

‘This bird has an extremely limited range restricted to 
Santa Cruz Island, about twenty miles off the coast of 
California. Recently split from a single species 
complex called Scrub Jay, it is one of three “new” blue head 
species of scrub-jay and has the distinction of and wings 
being the largest, with the heaviest bill and the 

most restricted range. ‘The only scrub-jay living weenroun aihiiie 
on this island, it often gathers shiny objects supercilium 


| and hides them in crevices or pits. The male 
. feeds the female while she incubates her blackish blue 
eggs. Juveniles are similar to adults but loral mask extends 


grayish to auriculars 


have a grayer face, duskier blue 
eney : brown back 


upperparts, faint gray streaking on the 
chest, and gray undertail coverts. 

e SONG A whisper song around 

the nest. Has calls of guay-quay- 

quay or quay-fee, harsher than 

those of other scrub-jays. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary 
or in pairs or small 
family groups. Shy 
and somewhat 
retiring. More 
often heard than 
seen. Curious, it 
will respond to 
squeaking by 
birders. Forages for 
food on ground. Hops 

rather than walks. Eats rodents, 

> crustaceans, mollusks, small birds, insects, 

_,and nestlings and eggs of other birds. Also gathers 


blue outline on 
sides of throat 
and upper breast 


white upper breast, 
throat, and chin 


blue tail and 
undertail coverts 


, nuts and stores them in pits, covering them with vegetation. eS ae a 
) © BREEDING Monogamous. Semicolonial. Ngo Ee eee | 
¢ NESTING Incubation approximately 16 days by female. None; isolated in 


North American range. 


Young altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 16-19 days, fed 
by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common in valleys and canyons 
with willows and live oaks. 

® FEEDERS Will come to 
feeders to eat suet, sunflower 
seeds, scratch feed, and also 
breadcrumbs. 


Flies with steady buoyant wing beats. 
Glides between perches within trees, 
between trees, and from tree to ground. 


‘Twigs, rootlets, and grasses ® bulky, some as large as a crow’s nest ® in bush or 
| low in tree, 2-12 feet above ground (but up to 25 treet) ® built mostly by female 
© 2-7 light bluish green eggs, sprinkled and blotched with pale olive and light 
brown; oval to long oval, 1.14 x 0.85 inches. 


Habitat .e@ @ a ot a | Migration Nonmigratory | Weléht Undetermined 


TIME LOCATION 


Shape qy Location & Ds 
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’ 
Family QORVIDAE | ; ; Length 11 inches Wingspan 16 inches | 


WESTERN SCRUB-JAY | 


Until recently the Western, Island, and Florida 
Scrub-Jays were considered races of one species, 
the Scrub Jay. The Western Scrub-Jay has a large 

an ‘ : its : white eyebrow over 
range over varying habitats, and the several dark eye patch 


co | 


races currently accepted show some 
differences in plumage, including 
intensity of blue upperparts, color of 
crissum, and size of bill. This tame, 
bold bird serves as a major disperser 
of oak forests because of its habit 


dark blue 
upperparts 


of caching acorns in the earth for gyggy brown e Ze 
. = . “a EA: y : : 
winter stores. Found near back oe 6 white throat outlined 


urban areas, it will with blue necklace 


sometimes take food from 


: blue band 
the hand of a human. 


on chest 


variable whitish, 
buff, and grayish 
underparts 


long blue tail e——— 


¢ SONG Noisy. Call is a hoarse 
repeated shreep or quay-quay-quay. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Often in pairs or small flocks. Perches in the PINYON JAY 
open on trees, shrubs, or wires. Forages on ground and in trees J Blue overall; white- 


streaked throat; short tail 


for food. Eats insects, various grains, small lizards, frogs, various 
® western range. 


fruits, and eggs and young of other birds. Courting male hops 
around female with upright posture, head erect, and spread tail 
dragging the ground. Unlike the eastern Florida Scrub-Jay, pairs 


MEXICAN JAY 
Chunkier; lacks white 
supercilium; lacks white 


hold individual territories and have no helpers at the nest. =~ throat with blue necklace; 
75 : war srayer breast and throat 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. een ee ee ee 
° ’ ; : without strong contrast 
¢ NESTING Incubation 15-17 days by female; male feeds between them ® limited 


female during incubation. Altricial young stay in nest range in the Southwest. 
18-19 days, brooded by female, but fed by both sexes. 1 brood 
per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common to common in scrub 
vegetation and in pine-oak- 
juniper woodlands. 

Flies with steady buoyant wing beats. . FEEDERS Attracted to 
Glides between perches within trees, feeder with nuts, sunflower 


between trees, and from tree to ground. seed, and fruit. 


‘Twigs, grass, and moss, lined with finer rootlets and sometimes animal hair ¢ in 
tree or shrub, 5—30 feet above ground ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 2-7 light green or 
gray eggs, with brown, reddish brown, or olive spots; oval to long oval, 


Shape Location 
pe ay ocatio & ay Me 1.1 x 0.8 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat 2 oe @ st a | Migration Nonmigratory | We'8"t 2.8 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


ee 
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ay Length 11 inches Wingspan 15 inches 


MEXICAN JAY blackish lores 


‘Traveling in clamoring flocks of 6—20 birds, and around eyes 
Mexican Jays are often observed mobbing hawks | 
and occasionally snakes or less common predators 
such as bobcats and foxes. Offspring often live 
with relatives for several years and help care 

for the young, which usually are produced in 
only one or two nests of the clan. 

Considered one of the most sedentary 

birds in North America, the Mexican Jay gray back with e~ & 
rarely journeys beyond its immediate brown central 
breeding territory. It is a fairly patch 
common resident of oak and pine- 
oak forests in foothills, canyons, 
and mountains from 2,000 to 

9,000 feet. The Arizona race has 
pale blue plumage, while the ‘Texas 
race shows medium blue plumage. 
Juveniles have grayish blue 
upperparts, gray underparts, and a 
yellow bill. It was formerly known 
as the Gray-breasted Jay. 


-¢ SONG Raucous ringing 
,weenk, often heard in a series. 
Calls also include a wa/t-wait- 
wait and a soft coo. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. 
Tame. Travels in flocks of 
5-20 or more birds, many of 
whom are related. Flocks ur Bir 
made up of 2 breeding pairs and others -—_—- RTE EEE 
that assist in nest building, feeding young, and territorial Se — 
' ) hite throat outlined 
defense. Eats acorns as staple food but also takes wild fruit, by blue necklace; 
‘various insects, carrion, and eggs and young of smaller birds. 


wogy 
‘ mY CORVIDAE 


light to medium 


Stour 
blue upperparts 


black bill 


—  —_§e grayish white 
underparts 


@ black legs 
and feet 


long blue tail 


white eyebrow; more 
slender body ¢ deeper 


‘°¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Gregarious. Cooperative. bias uppeepmre’ tian 
© NESTING Incubation 16-18 days by female. Altricial young Arizona race of 


Mexican Jay. 


remain in nest 24-25 days. Young are fed by both sexes as well 
as by other birds. 1 brood per year. 


e POPULATION Fairly 
common to common in 
montane pine-oak canyons of 
the Southwest. 

¢ CONSERVATION Depends 
on mature pine-oak forests; 
vulnerable to habitat loss. 


Slow steady buoyant wing beats. Glides 
between perches within trees, between 
trees, and from trees to ground. 


Lined with fine grass, hair, twigs, and roots ® on horizontal branch or in crotch 
1 of oak, or sometimes conifer, 6-30 feet above ground ® built by both sexes and 
other birds ¢ 4~7 pale green eggs with green markings; subelliptical to long, 

1.2 x 0.8 inches. 


TIME LOCATION 


Shape wy Location & b> 
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Family CORVIDAE | SPECIES Gyynorhinus cyanoceph Length 1().5 inches | Winéspan 15 inches 


PINYON JAY 


Flying in huge flocks sometimes numbering 
into the hundreds, or as many as a thousand, in 
spring, autumn, and winter, these birds appear long pointed 
to be migrating but are traveling from the desert black bill 
9,000 teet up the mountains in search of pifon 
nuts and other food. In the highly organized 
colonies, feeding flocks leave several birds to act 
as sentries, which sound warning calls when an 
intruder approaches. Adults are proportioned 
like a small blue crow with a long bill and 
short tail. Juveniles are similar to adults 

but duller overall. 

e SONG Noisy. Warning call of cravk- 

crauk. High nasal caw, kaa-eh, with 
lower second note. Also makes 
various high-pitched jaylike mews, 


Ne blue throat with 


white streaks 


blue overall 


caws, and chatters. i uf Be rf es black legs 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. ' a 

Crowlike in behavior; walks, 
hops, and forages on ground 
as well as in trees. Nests in 
colonies of up to 150 birds, 
travels in large foraging 
flocks of up to a thousand 
birds, and roosts communally 
in nonbreeding season. 
Mostly forages in mountains 
in bands of conifers, especially inericens Sonne 
pinon pines, at elevations of al Wonses talloravich 
3,000—-8,000 feet. Eats pinon : white underparts; white 
nuts and other pine seeds, grass " throat outlined with 
seeds, berries, fruit, grain, insects, and eggs and young of small me a ai 
birds. Will boldly approach human habitations for food scraps. a sca 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Cheseacls flacliah 

¢ NESTING Incubation 16-17 days by female. Altricial young underparts; blue 

stay in nest 21 days. Fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. ee 

¢ POPULATION Common in pinon-juniper habitat in high 
plateaus and interior mountains. 
Stable, though numbers 
drastically fluctuate. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Dependent on pinon-juniper 
woodlands; vulnerable to 
Buoyant, steady direct flight with deep habitat loss. 


blue tail 


wing. beats. 


Sticks, crumbled bark, grasses, stems, roots, bits of hair, and paper © sometimes 
3 nests in 1 tree; on branch or fork of tree 3-25 feet above ground ¢ built by both 
sexes @ 3-5 bluish white or greenish white eggs; subelliptical to long oval, 


Shape Location 
P ww ay & 1.2 x 0.8 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | “abitat ~ @.@ wu Migration N onmigratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Weight 3.6 ounces 
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Length 12.5 inches | Wingspan 1 inches 


amily CORVIDAE Spec 


CLARK’S NUTCRACKER 


Far from shy, this fearless bird can be seen chasing coyotes, 
barging into tents of campers, or flying toward the sound of an 
imitation owl call. It is named after Captain William Clark of 
the Lewis and Clark expedition. An avid forager, this bird 
gathers and stores its surplus pine nuts and seeds in caches in 
the ground by tens of thousands per year. ‘hey become its 
principal food from late winter to early summer, and those e 
that germinate become important for the distribution 

of conifers. In flight the white tail with black central 

tail feathers and white secondary patch on the sooky pile 3 
black wings contrast with the pale gray body. gray body e—#— ae 

It resides in coniferous forests in the 
mountains between three- and thirteen- 
thousand feet near the timberline. 

e SONG Noisy. Gives a 
very nasal rasping 
drawling dragged-out 
caw or kra-a-d. 

¢ BEHAVIOR 
Gregarious; tame; 
curious. Eats 


long black 
bill @ 


Fe 


Ne black wings with 
white secondaries 
forming patch on back 
of inner wing 


white tail with 


insects and nuts, black central tail 

including the shell. feathers 

C. 70-95 pj — black legs 
an carry 70-95 pine seeds and feet 


at a time in sublingual pouch in 
__|mouth for winter cache. Sometimes 
_, invades human habitation, campgrounds, or picnic 
__.tables for scraps. Forages for food by walking or hopping on 
ground, or by pecking trees, woodpecker-style, for insects; may 
| hawk flying insects like a flycatcher. Also takes bird eggs, 
nestlings, lizards, small mammals, and carrion. Can find 


a GRAY JAY 


/thousands of buried seeds annually by memory. Slimmer; longer, 
7 ; : -¢ rag ART: 
.¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. » uniformly gray tail; 
= ; tes e lacks white in wings; 
¢ NESTING Incubation 16-18 days by both sexes. Altricial a Rr a a 


‘young stay in nest 18-21 days. Brooded by female. Fed by both wings; black nape; short 
sexes. 1 brood per year. black bill. 
~ |@ POPULATION Common. Fluctuates from year to year but 
remains stable. Eruptions to 
desert and lowlands every 
10-20 years. Accidental in East. 
e FEEDERS Sunflower seeds. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Beliberate wing beats: Sometimes Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 
alternates several rapid wing beats with logging operations In mountain 
long glides. coniferous forests. 


Crowlike flight with slow steady deep 


Platform of small sticks and pieces of bark ¢ lined with pine needles, leaves, and 


[Vest I denti fication E : . #2 eae : 
: grass ® on far end of horizontal branch of conifer 8-50 feet above ground ® built 


by both sexes ¢ 2-6 pale green or gray-green eggs marked with brown, olive, or 
Shape $a. (location ay gray; long oval pointed at small end; vary from ovate to elliptical ovate, 
1.3 inches long. 


UM@Be Sexes similar | Habitat oe 9 Migration Nonmigratory | Welt 5.0 ounces 


ATE TIME weer LOCATION _ _ ames —o 


1 \ 
a, eal 
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| Family CORVIDAE Species Piry hudsonia Length 17.522 inches 


BLACK-BILLED MAGPIE 


‘The Black-billed \lagpie is one of four songbirds that has a tail 


more than half the length of its body; one other 1s a magpie 
and two are flycatchers. As part of courtship, the male and 


temale build large intricate structures for their nest. 


/) 


1aCK hedd @ 
which they use year after year, producing a mud- 


based domed structure of sticks with a side 
e heavy 


entrance that may be two to four feet high dese 
black bill 


Orther birds often seek shelter from storms 
In used Magpie nests Or nest in them 
themselves. In flight this bird appears white @ © Diack bream 
black and white with large flashing | 
white patches in the short 

rounded wings and a long dark 


green tall trailing behind. 


© SONG Noisy. Call is 


plaintive nasal mag. 


© white sides 
a nd lr /h 


\lso utters bold raspy 
repetitive chuck 


Diack undertaul e 


COVETTS 


Chuck-chuck and has 


melodic W histle. 


¢ BEHAVIOR 


Gregarious. 


© black I gs 
and feet 


j j 
@ PTAdCUATEEA I1T1descent 
Dlackish green tail i 


9 5—12 inches lone 


‘Travels in family 

flocks of 6—10 birds; 

in winter joins flocks of up to 

50 or more birds. Forages for food on ground, walking or 
hopping. Eats insects, larvae, and carrion. Also picks ticks off 
backs of elk, deer, and livestock. Caches food when plentiful. 


frequents open country with brushy thickets and scattered 


trees, especially riparian groves. Roosts communally. YELLOW-BILLED 


. MAGPII 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Small colonies. Pairs may stay Yellow bill; yellow patch 
together all year and form long-term bonds. - of bare skin below or 
Ser eee ; : ‘2 around eye; smaller 

e NESTING Incubation 16—21 days by female. Altricial young . 

: d i : ; western range, but 
brooded by female but fed by both sexes. First flight at Black-billed may 
25-32 days. 1 brood per year. casually wander into 


Yellow-billed’s range. 


¢ POPULATION Common and widespread in rangeland and 
scrubland with open woodlands and thickets, especially near water. 

Casual in the East and the 
Southwest in winter. Some 

eastern birds may be escapees. 
© CONSERVATION 
‘Thousands have been killed by 
accidentally ingesting poisoned 
bait intended for predators in 
rangeland. 


Direct flight with slow, steady deliberate 


somewhat shallow wing beats. Often glides 


between perches or from perch to ground 


Nest Identification 


Shape e: Location a Dy @& 


2-4-foot-high outside platform and roof made of sticks, mud, and thorny material 


* inside cup made of stems, rootlets, and horsehair ¢ on limb of tree or shrub, 


typically no more than 25 feet above ground but up to 50 feet ¢ built by female 


with materials brought by male @ 7-13 greenish gray eggs marked with browns; 


usually subelliptical but sometimes long oval, 1.3 inches long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat Le @ ot Weight 6.6 ounces 


DATE. CTEM LOCATION 


Migration Nonmigratory 
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Species Picg nuttalli 


Pt LOW-BILLED MAGPIE 


This long-tailed black-and-white corvid is 


F 


ey CORVIDAE Length 16.5 inches | Wingspan 22 inches 


yellow patch of bare 
skin around eye 


a common resident of rangelands, often 
residing close to human habitation. ‘his 


| intelligent bird could be taught to inte 
_ repeat words so it was sometimes kept jeg? 
as a ranch house pet in the past, a 
practice forbidden by law today. 
When magpies fight over food, 
the two birds will lift their bills 
in the air, stick out their 
breasts, saunter toward each 
other, and bump breasts until 
one bird surrenders. 
Restricted to California, 
these birds reside in the 
_rangelands and foothills of Shia 
the Central Valley, an area belly, sides, 
_about 150 miles wide by and 
500 miles long. tertals 

e SONG Noisy. Similar to 
Black-billed’s voice. Call of black e— 
whining mag. Also cries kwah- nas 


, kwah-kwah. 


@ Vi How if] 


black e— z pect = © black and 
breast white overall 


-© black wings with greenish 
iridescence and black-tipped 


white primaries 


—_——»e hlack back 
and rump 


: : : black legs 
| © BEHAVIOR Gregarious. and feet 


| ‘Tame. Roosts and feeds in flocks. 

» Forages for food by walking, running, 

} or hopping on ground, where it picks up 

> insects, its major dietary component. Also 

eats carrion, fruits, berries, and acorns. 
Steals nestlings of small birds to feed own 
young. Stores surplus food in tree hollows 


—_—_e /ong, wedge-shaped 
greenish black tail 


Lie 
_and holes it digs in ground. BLACK-BILLED 
“e BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Apne ae 
> y ° ~ wos varger, DlaCK DIIl; no 
| @ NESTING Incubation 16-18 days by female. Altricial young bare yellownathes oh 


brooded by female but fed by both sexes. First flight unknown face; nonoverlapping 
but estimated at 25-30 days. 1 brood per year. sis a 


¢ POPULATION Common in restricted range in oak grasslands 


and orchards. Declining slightly. 
Flight Pattern 


© CONSERVATION Many 
Several weak wing beats, then several 


killed by shooting and 
poisoning in the 1800s in 
attempts to exterminate it 
because it was believed to be a 


quicker ones; often followed by short 


glides. Glides between perches and from threat to young livestock and 


perch to ground. agriculture. 


a Nest Identification 


Shape # Location bi Ds 
Ls - 


Interior mud bowl surrounded by sticks with 2 entrances on sides ® lined with 
small roots, plant stems, and hair ¢ far out on tree branch 40-00 feet above 


ground ® built by both sexes ® 5—8 olive eggs marked with brown or olive; 


) 


subelliptical or oval, 1.2 inches long 
; aay 
lumage Sexes similar 


Habitat ee 8 & A Migration \onmigratory | Weient 6.1 ounces 


VATE CST IME / LOCATION 


| Family CORVIDAE | SPECIES Cyywus brachyrhynchos | Length 17.5 inches | Wingspan 33_4() inches 
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AMERICAN CROW 


( )ne of the most widely distributed and recognized birds 
in North America, the American Crow is entirely black es 
trom beak to toe to tail with a glossy purple-blue | 


sheen. Studies of these intelligent birds have shown 


that they can count, solve puzzles, learn symbols,  — 


and retain information. Lhey often are seen 


@ black bill 


chasing and mobbing owls and hawks. 


Iluge flocks from a few hundred to as 
descent violet 


many as 200,000 birds may assemble tn ; 
lo OW hod 2 


winter to roost, travel, and feed e black overall 
together. Often persecuted, shot, 
poisoned, and even bombed on iridescent blue- e 


Its roost in the past, this crow violet and green 
luc GLOSS ON RINGS 


sul lives among us by its 
intelligence and adaptability and 
is common throughout its range. 
© SONG Familiar loud call of 


(a@-Caw@ With many variations. e@ black legs and feet 


Nasal begging call like w/-uah 
of the Fish Crow. 

e BEHAVIOR Gregarious. 
Omnivorous; eats Insects, many 


other small invertebrates from © fan-shaped tail 


Similar Birds 


COMMON RAVEN 


Larger; heavier stout bill; 


millipedes to snails, small amphibians, 
small reptiles, small mammals, eggs and 
young of other birds, waste corn and other grains, fruits, 


field crops, garbage, and carrion. Mobs avian predators, calling 


gangs of crows together to harass a large hawk or owl on a perch 
Tyg shaggy throat feathers; 


or drive it out of the area. Catches up to a soaring hawk and 
wedge-shaped tail; 


repeatedly dives on it from above, often forcing it down into the diffexsne voice. 


shelter of trees below. Breaks mollusk shells by dropping them 


FISH CROW 


on rocks from above. Smaller; more pointed 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Sometimes 
known to be cooperative. 


wings; proportionally 


smaller more slender bill 


and longer tail; nasal, 
¢ NESTING Incubation 18 days by both sexes. Altricial young higher-pitched call 


® eastern range. 


stay in nest 28-35 days. Brooded by female. Fed by both sexes 
and extra birds. 1 brood per year, 2 in the South. 


e POPULATION Abundant. 


Adapting as habitat developed 
by humans. 

© CONSERVATION Wide 
persecuted in the past by 


Slow steady deliberate direct flight with 


farmers and hunters. Still legally 


deep wing beats. Glides with slight dihedral . . 
hunted for sport in many states. 


from altitude to perch or ground, between 


perches, and from perch to ground 


Nest Identification 


| Shape 22 «gy Location a hy 
NN 


Habitat 9,¢@ @ ® uu w | Migration Some migrate 


DATE. CC TIME — LOCATION 


Made of twigs and branches ® lined with tree material, grass, feathers, moss, 


leaves, and hair @ in fork of tree or shrub or cross arms of utility pole 0-100 feet 


above ground; sometimes on ground in prairie ® built by both sexes and 


sometimes extra birds ¢ 3—7 bluish green to olive-green eggs marked with brown 


and gray; oval, 1.6 x 1.1 inches. 


Weight 1.0 pound 


Plumage Sexes similar 
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b 


amilY CORVIDAE Species Corous caurinus 


Length 16 inches [Winespan 30-36 inches 


| 
} 


NORTHWESTERN CROW 
A beachcomber often seen walking around like a tame 
chicken in coastal towns and villages in the Pacific 
Northwest, this crow occupies a niche similar to that 
of the Fish Crow in the East. Its range barely 
_overlaps that of the American Crow; in fact, 
_some believe it is a race or subspecies of that 
widespread species, although its voice is 


iridescent violet 
gloss on head ® 


iridescent violet 
eloss on back 


- black bill 


_lower-pitched and huskier. locks of 
these birds can be seen harassing 

_bald eagles, hawks, and owls. 

black overall e——_—~ 


e@ iridescent violet 
gloss on breast 


e Alue-violet and 
ereen-blue sheen 
On WINES 


e@ SONG Call is black legs and feet 
low guttural caw. 

'@ BEHAVIOR 

| Gregarious. ‘lame. Active 

_forager and scavenger. Drops 

, crustaceans from flight onto hard 


» ground, rocks, or wharves to break open daa \MERICAN CROW 

t Wells. Eats vari Oe Ca en ae Se ae Aes ie Slightly larger size; 

) shells. Eats various marine invertebrates and insects, eggs of ied 

[ . : : : x BO ng ae different call © ranges 
seabirds, carrion, refuse, some freshwater fish, fruits, and seeds. “ only overlap at Puget 
Often follows farm machinery and plows for exposed food. Has "Sound area. 
/adapted to human activities and frequents communities, fishing COMMON RAVEN 
pliers, and garbage dumps. Resides in coastal tidelands near Much larger size; 


,coniferous forests, farmlands, and towns. Forms communal heavy bill; shaggy 


; . throat feathers; 
roosts 1n winter. 


wedge-shaped tail; 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Small cooperative colonies. Pairs different voice. 
mate for life. 


| a Flight Pattern 
- 


Strong, direct flight with steady, somewhat 


¢ NESTING Incubation 
18 days by female. Altricial 
young brooded by female an 


estimated 28-35 days. Fed by 
both sexes and extra birds. 


2 broods per year. 
e POPULATION Common 
and stable. 


shallow, stiff wing beats. Glides from 


altitude to perch in tree or on ground, 


between perches, or from perch to ground. 


‘i - = 7 
iq Nest Identification Made of fine sticks and mud @ lined with bark, dried grass, and hair ¢ in fork 
7 of shrub or tree up to 70 feet above ground; sometimes on ground sheltered by 
large rocks or bushes ¢ built by both sexes * 4—5 greenish blue eggs spotted 


with brown and gray; subelliptical to oval, 1.6 x 1.1 inches 


Migration \/onmigratory | Weta 14.6 ounces 


ATE ___ TIME LOCATION 
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Family CORVIDAE | SPECIES Cy pws cryptoleucus | Length 19 5 inches | Wingspan 38 inches 
a = = 


CHIHUAHUAN RAVEN 


Sometimes called the White-necked Raven, this bird 


has white bases on the back of the neck and lower 


throat teathers that show only when ruffled by the black overall with 
€ purple eloss 


wind or when the bird becomes agitated. Highly 
adventuresome, these birds sometimes dive into 


rotating air masses or dust devils and allow 


themselves to be taken for an upward ride. A 
small raven of arid grasslands, scrublands, and 
desert, it uses the endless strings of utility 


he Avy e 


bill 


poles crossing the barren landscapes 1t 
inhabits as lookout stations, resting 


places, and nesting locations, 


placing nests high on the cross- 


arms of the poles. 


© SONG Call is drawling 
crooaak. Utters guttural quark, © black legs and feet 
quark as a warning call. 

e BEHAVIOR Gregarious. 
Active forager and scavenger. 
Kats wide variety of insects, 
insect larvae, spiders, worms, 
snails, earthworms, small 
mammals, lizards, eges and ee 
young of other birds, carrion, 
grains, nuts, corn, cactus fruit, and scraps of human food. Breeds 


late in season, timing nesting with food availability. Forms 
= ed Similar Birds 


COMMON RAVEN 


Larger; heavier bill; 


flocks soon after nesting season that may become enormous, 


numbering in the thousands before winter. Male ruffles neck 


feathers in courtship display and engages in acrobatic aerial 
: i longer tail; pale gray 


display for female. ‘Vhen male and female sit next to each other bases on upper neck 


and rub bills, bow to one another, and raise wings. and throat feathers. 


e BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 18—21 days by both sexes. Altricial 
young stay in nest 30 days. Brooded by female. Fed by both 


AMERICAN CROW 
Smaller; smaller bill; 


fan-shaped tail; dark 
re gray bases on neck and 
‘= throat feathers; 


different call. 


sexes. | brood per year. 
® POPULATION Common to fairly common in arid to semiarid 
grassland, rangeland, and desert. 


Flight Pattern 


\lternates between several deep wing 


¢ CONSERVATION Formerly 
highly persecuted by ranchers 
and farmers who considered 
them pests or threats to 
livestock; they were 
systematically shot and 
poisoned by the thousands in 
control programs. 


beats and short to long glides; glides from 


altitude to ground or perch. Soars 


effortlessly on thermals and updrafts. 


Nest Identification 


Shape 22 cg Location a a ip 


Prickly sticks and sometimes barbed wire ¢ lined with bark chips, grass, hair, and 


bits of refuse ® in fork of tree or shrub 9-40 feet above ground; sometimes on 


man-made structures such as windmills or utility poles ® built by female ¢ 3-8 


pale or grayish green eggs with lilac and brown markings; subelliptical to long 


oval, 1.8 x 1.3 inches. 


Weight | Re 


Habitat a i 


Plumage Sexes similar Migration Most do not migrate pounds 


DATE _ TIME __ LOCATION 


BIRDS OF 


Species Cyrus corax 


/-CGOMMON RAVEN 


r a! . _“™ “4 . . . . 
[his magnificent flier is the aerial equal of hawks and falcons 
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Famil¥ CORVIDAE Length 2426 inches | Wingspan 46-56 inches 


and is the largest passerine, or perching bird, in North America. 
_ If any bird truly enjoys flying to the point of playing in the air, 


scavengers, groups of these birds 
have been observed working 
together to capture prey that 

is too large for one bird to 
conquer. It is a revered 
totem and spirit to 

many Native Americans. 
Adults are glossy black 
overall, with a huge 
“Roman nose,” and 

_ shaggy throat feathers that 
can be elevated or sleeked 
down. ‘The female is similar to 
the male but smaller. 

_ @ SONG Variety of vocalizations, 


hear 


some quite musical, but most often a 
croaking drawling croooaaak or cur- 


/ or metallic fof. 


, small vertebrates, including minnows, eggs and young of other 
birds, and rodents, as well as carrion and refuse. Elaborate 
courtship flight with great display of acrobatics and pair flying, 
male above female, wing-tip to wing-tip and heads touching. 

..© BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary; small, loose colonies in 


the North. Mates for life. 


» ® NESTING Incubation 18-21 days by female. Altricial young 
stay in nest 38-44 days. Brooded by female. Fed by both sexes. 


! brood per year. 


— 


Strong flight, often rising in circles. 
Alternates deep wing beats with long 

glides or soaring on flat wings like a hawk. 
Soars on thermals and updrafts. 


2. SIME 


long 


y bill 


e BEHAVIOR Tame. Quick learner. Solitary 
Or in pairs or small groups. Gregarious in winter, 
when it may occur in large foraging flocks and nightly 
communal roosts. Active forager, scavenger, and hunter. 

- Omnivorous; eats wide variety of small invertebrates, from 

, tadpoles and shellfish to worms and insects. Also takes many 


it must be this raven. Intelligent resourceful hunters and 


nostrils hidden by stiff tufts of 
feathers extending about a 


@ third of the way out the bill 
? black overall with 


iridescent purple 
@ and violet sheen 


long wedge- 
shaped tail with 
long central tail 


feathers ] 


black le gS 


and feet e 


ruk 


\MERICAN CROW 
Smaller; smaller bill; 
lacks shaggy throat 

feathers; fan-shaped 
tail; different call. 


CHIHUAHUAN RAVEN 
Smaller; shorter bill and 
wings; nasal bristles 
extend farther out on 
culmen; white-based 
neck and throat 


feathers. 


¢ POPULATION Common. 
Expanding in California; also in 
Appalachians into areas where 
birds had been extirpated. 

© CONSERVATION In past 
was shot, trapped, and poisoned 
for alleged damage to wild 


game and domesticated animals. 


Branches and sticks on outside; cup made of small sticks ¢@ lined with bark chips, 
animal hair, sheep’s wool, lichens, moss, seaweed, and grass ® on cliff near water, 
in mountains, or in fork of tree 45-80 feet above ground ® built by both sexes ¢ 


3-7 greenish or gray-green eggs with brown or olive spots; subelliptical to long 


> 


oval, 2 x 1.4 inches. 


LOCATION 
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Family AT AUDIDAE Species 4 /gyda arvensis Length 7.25 inches Wingspan 13 inches 


% | y , . 

SKY LARK zs 
This Kuropean native was introduced to Vancouver Island, British 
Columbia, in the early 1900s. It has established a population there 


and in the open fields and meadows of nearby San Juan Island, 
: . small crest 


Washington. Like most larks this bird seldom perches in 
trees but walks on the ground. Although 

it looks like just a small brown bird on 

the ground, its song-flight displays 


@ huff eyebrows 


brown upperparts 


during courtship are spectacular. EE ek Es CE ee slim pale bill 
lhe male pursues the female to brown Mreaking 


great heights in a towering 
flight, hovering or circling 


while singing a continuous = ——e brownish black 


streaking on 


erupuon of warbles and trills 
breast and sides 


in sustained runs. 


white outer € 
tail feathers 


¢ SONG Flies in 
circle or hovers high 
in air while singing an 
ongoing melody of 


pinkish legs 


and feet e— 


HORNED LARK 
Juvenile lacks crest; 


complex gurgles, whistles, 

and trills. Ventriloqutal. 

Call is gurgling bubbly cherrup. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 

May form small flocks in winter. On ground has horizontal, 

head-down posture. Forages for food on ground by walking and 

running; does not hop. Eats mostly seeds, grains, and insects. 

Most often seen when flushed from roadside or grasses; rises 

with white tail edging and white secondary tps flashing. In 

courtship male runs around female, lifting his crest and tail and 

letting his wings fall limp. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 11-12 days by female. Altricial young 

stay in nest 9-10 days. Brooded by female. Fed by both sexes. 
2 broods per year. 


white spots and 


streaking on upperparts; 
black tail with white 
outer feathers; lacks 


white trailing edge on 


secondaries. 


AMERICAN PIPIT 
> Grayish upperparts; 


buff underparts with 


brownish streaking; 
black tail with white 
outer tail feathers; 
lacks crest and white 
secondary tips; bobs 


tail continuously. 


| Flight Pattern | Flight Pattern ¢ POPULATION Vancouver 


Island population gradually 

declining. Common in Hawaii. 
. ae a Accidental in winter on Pacific 

Coast to northern California. 


Moderately swift flight with rapid wing 
beats. Hovers while skylarking in territory . 
at great heights, then glides to ground. on Aleutians. 


Nest Identification . , 
Lined with roots, grass, and occasionally hair © on ground in open field ¢ built by 


female © 3-7 grayish white eggs with olive or brown blotches; subelliptical, 


Siberian race rare in migration 


Shape -9e <> LOCATION mmm yey 1 inch long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat Ue Migration Nionmigratory | Y@'8"t 1.5 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


amily ALAUDIDAE 


HORNED LARK 


‘The Horned Lark is one of the most 
widespread songbirds in North America. 


The spectacular display flight of the male 


bird begins with an ascending flight as 
high as 800 feet. Singing, he then 
circles, closes his wings, and drops 
headfirst almost to the ground, 
where he opens his wings at the last 
second. He then struts around the 
female with his wings drooped 
and horns erect. ‘The female 
appears similar to the male 
but is duller in color and 
lacks the black crown. In 
flight note the white 
underparts, including 
the wings and wing 
linings, the black 
tail with white 
outer tail 
feathers, and 

- black legs 

_and feet. 


> e SONG Given from 


brOWN WINGS 


black tail with 
white outer 
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horntike black tufts on 
head connected by black- 
bordered forecro@n @ 


yellowish to 
white face and 


ee. \ __# forehead 


black lores and e— 
“sideburns” 


black 
bill 

—e pale yellow 
to white 
throat 


brown back 
and rump 


eo black bib 


‘© while underparts 
with sandy buff wash 
on sides and flanks 


feathers 


ground or in high circling flight. Sings series of bell-like 


, tinkling notes pit-wit, wee-pit, pit-wee. Call 


_ @ BEHAVIOR Pairs; gregarious in winter, forming large flocks 
sometimes mixed with Snow Buntings and longspurs. Walks and 


' runs rather than hops. Forages on ground, 
with bare soil, pebbles, or short, sparse ve 
seeds, grains, insects, and small mollusks. 
agricultural areas, to which it has adapted 


‘foraging, on country roadways and farm roads standing and 
» walking on pavement. Nests as early as February in the South. 
~ In courtship males perform display flights and skylark. 
~ © BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary to gregarious. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 11-12 days by female. Altricial young 
stay in nest 9-12 days. Brooded 
by female. Fed by both sexes. 
1 brood per year in the North, 
2 in the South. 
¢ POPULATION Common. 
Has expanded eastern range 


After each wing beat folds wing feathers since 


close to body. 


ication 


agriculture. 


is t8ee-tefe or Zeer. 


| Similar Birds 


AMERICAN PIPIT 

Gray upperparts; brown- 
streaked whitish 
underparts; dark grayish 


often in open fields 
getation. Eats mostly 
Often found in 
for nesting and 


brown tail with white 
outer tail feathers; bobs 
tail continuously; lacks 
horns, face pattern, and 
black bib ® cinnamon- 
buff underparts in 
summer. 


early 1800s because of 


Shape ee cq Location mm ex 


Grass ® lined with feathers and soft materials ¢ in shallow depression, natural or 
dug by female, often near clumps of dirt or anima! manure ® built by female 
e 2-5 gray or greenish eggs dotted with browns; subelliptical, 0.8 x 0.6 inches, 


eee Sexes similar 


IATE TIME 


Habitat a wf Migration Migratory Weight 1.1 ounces 


LOCATION _ 
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| Length 7 25_8.5 inches | Wingspan 15 516.75 inches 


Family HIRUNDINIDAE 


PURPLE MARTIN 

Colonies once nested in holes in tall dead trees 
and saguaro cactl. Loday the largest North 
American swallow usually nests in man-made 
multidwelling martin houses, sometimes with 
hundreds of pairs nesting together. Martin houses 
were inspired by the Native American custom of 
placing empty gourds on tall poles to attract the 
Purple Martin for aesthetic reasons and to 
reduce the insect population around villages and 
crops. Juvenile males have browner upperparts 
with whitish bellies and some purple sheen to 
their bodies. Juvenile females are brown overall 
with whitish bellies. A long-distant migrant, it 
winters from Venezuela to southeastern Brazil. 


MALE 


——e dark iridescent 


purplish blue overall 


FIRST 
SPRING 
MALE 


¢ SONG A variety of rich low-pitched liquid gurgling 
notes and chirruping, mixed with cackling and varying 
in pitch. Songs often given predawn and in flight. 

¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs or colonies. In fall, 
communal migratory and roosting flocks 
may number in the tens of thousands. 
Mostly catches and eats insects in 


flight, but also forages on bluish gray 
ground. Nesting birds will eat np peers TREE SWALLOW 


broken eggshells placed for erayish to Smaller; entire 
them. Frequents open whitish underparts are bright 


white with no grayish 
tone; dark glossy blue- 
green upperparts 

¢ juveniles and first 
spring adults have 
browner upperparts. 


lower breast 


and belly 


country, rural agricultural 
areas, especially near water, 
and urban/suburban areas. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 15-18 days by 
female. Young altricial; brooded by female: 


GRAY-BREASTED 
MARTIN CO" 


stay In nest 26-31 days, fed by both sexes. forked Smaller; gray-brown 
1-3 ‘ tail face, throat, and flanks; 
—3 broods per year. | - Tiss 
; _ j dusky gray-brown 
¢ POPULATION Common; declining, j underparts; dark bluish 
especially in the West. FEMALE upperparts; cleft tail 


® eastern range. 


¢ BIRDHOUSES Man-made martin houses and gourds. 

¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical migrant. National Audubon 
Society Blue List. Practice of 
removing dead cavity-filled 
trees, especially in riparian 
areas, has reduced nesting sites. 
Introduced European Starling 
Strong graceful flight with few rapid wing and House Sparrow compete for 


beats followed by long glides. Often flies nesting cavities. 
in circles while gliding. 


Grasses, leaves, mud, feathers, and bits of debris © in martin houses, old 
woodpecker holes in trees and cacti, or in ridges in cliffs or large rocks 


= a ; ‘ ' 5 . 
e 5-20 feet above ground ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 3-8 plain white eggs; oval to | 


i = long oval, 0.96 x 0.68 inches. 
Location r4 i i z, ip i 


Plumage Sexes differ | Habitat .® cs Migration Migratory Weight 1.7 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Species Tycpycineta bicolor 


TREE SWALLOW os 
‘The Tree Swallow is equally common in open fields, | | 
marshes, or towns. ‘This bird’s ability to adapt to its ) 
ever-changing environment has led to its abundant | 
and widespread population. Migrating in huge 

flocks during the day, it is one of the first swallows 

to travel to its summer home in upper North 

America. Many winter on the southern Atlantic 

Coast, Gulf Coast, and in Florida. In flight it 

shows dark upperparts, white underparts, Asie het, 

: ; é : dark iridescent e— 
triangular wings with greenish underwing —— gyvenish blue 
linings, and a notched tail. Juveniles upperparts 
have dusky brown upperparts and often 
a dusky wash on the breast. 
¢ SONG Utters quick repetitious 
silip or chi-veet. In flight makes 
pleasant liquid gurgling chatter. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious in 
migration and winter; often 
occurs in huge flocks. Feeds in 
mixed flocks with other 
swallow species. Catches 
insects in flight; sometimes 
forages on ground. Eats 
mainly flying insects but also 
may take small crustaceans and 
spiders. Often eats berries and 
seeds during cold snaps on 
wintering grounds or in spring 
migration. Inhabits open country and woodland edges near VIOLET-GREEN 
water. Male displays for female with series of aerial gymnastics. we sWaitow 


My 7 
bail White rump patches 


amily H{RUNDINIDAE Length 575 inches 


Wingspan 12 5 inches 


— © white cheek 
patch s/Ops 
below eye 


——e white 
underparts 


ee 


blackish 
flight feathers 


slightly 
notched tail 


¢ BREEDING Most often polygamous. Loose social colonies. Soeadiante ieee 
Males may have 2 mates simultaneously and different mates rump; white on cheek 
ach year. extends up to, behind, 
¢ NESTING Incubation 13-16 days by female. Altricial young nae is 
‘remain in nest 16-24 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year upperparts ® sympatric 
(rarely 2). only in the West. 
® POPULATION Abundant and increasing. 
¢ BIRDHOUSES Uses man- 
made bird boxes and gourds. 
¢ CONSERVATION Some are 
neotropical migrants. Forestry 


aAyt se - Ags > 


practice of removing dead trees cen (oes 
YUAN AAW \ 
| 


WY 


eliminates many potential 


Swift graceful flight with slow deep wing 


beats alternated with long to short glides. nesting sites. 


Turns back sharply on insects it passes. 


Ue Viet Poe Lea. 
Identification ; 
FES Dried stems and grass ® lined with down and feathers ® in tree cavity, 


Shape By ip Location & bs 
Abandoned Nests ig 


Habitat 9,.¢ @ Vee mee Migration Migratory 


YATE TIME ~ LOCATION _ - . 


abandoned nest, bird box, or other man-made structure ® built by both sexes, 


but female does more # 4—6 white eggs; oval to iong oval, 0.8 x 0.5 inches 


Weight 


) ry 4 
lumage Sexes similar 0.7 ounce 
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Species Yyrpycineta thalassina | “€P8t 55.25 inches | WinésPan 14_12 inches 


VIOLET-GREEN SWALLOW 


Ihe gloss of brilliant greens and purples that shows on its head, 


back, and rump in bright sunlight and the white patches on the sides 


of its rump that show in flight set this bird apart from its cousin, 
the ‘Tree Swallow, with which it often closely associates. Its 
historical choice for nesting sites is in dead trees of partially 
cleared forests or abandoned woodpecker holes. Females 


show duller upperparts than males. Juveniles 
have gray-brown upperparts without 


—_———e white cheek 
marks extend 
above eye 


notched greenish @ 


black tail 


| \23/ 
@ LTE nish \ 
black wings =F ol 
the green-purple gloss and * a4 | 
grayish or mottled underparts. e © white 
‘ underparts 


¢ SONG Often makes series of 

slightly buzzing c-chit notes. Male’s 
courtship song is repetitive fs7p, fseer, sip, 
given in flight before daylight. 

e BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Usually feeds in flocks and catches 
insects, its principal diet, in flight. Rarely takes insects from 
ground. Usually feeds by flying close to the ground or low over 


TREE SWALLOW 
Snowy white 


underparts; steely blue- 


green upperparts, 


including cap to below 


eye; blue-green rump; 
 — blackish flight feathers 


¢ juvenile has brownish 


water; sometimes feeds at great heights on insects that have 
risen high in the air column. Defends nest cavities from other 
swallows. Has been documented helping feed Western Bluebird 
nestlings, then taking over the nesting cavity when they fledge. 
Often perches high in trees, on fences, or on utility wires. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Occasionally found in loose 
colonies of up to around 20 pairs. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 13-14 days by female. Altricial young 
remain in nest 16-24 days. Fed by both sexes, but female does 
more. | brood per year. 


upperparts; white 
underparts. 


WHITE-THROATED 


SWIFT 
Black upperparts; white 


underparts with black 


side patches; longer 


more slender wings; 


long forked tail; more 
fluttering flight. 


¢ POPULATION Common in various woodland habitats in 
range, often found at higher elevations in mountains. Stable. Casual 
in the East. 


Flight Pattern e BIRDHOUSES Will nest in 


man-made bird boxes. 

© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Has 
rapid wing beats with long glides. Soars declined where forestry 

on thermals and updrafts along cliff faces practices include removal of 
and canyon walls. dead trees. 


Nest Identification a rae 
Grass and weed stems ® lined with feathers ¢ in natural cavity, abandoned 


Swift graceful flight, alternating several 


Shape By lead ip woodpecker hole, or crevice in dead tree; on rock ridges or in bird box ¢ built 


by both sexes ® 4-6 unmarked white eggs; oval, 0.8 x 0.55 inches. 


Location gs z, a D> ip 


Plumage Sexes similar | Hbitatee see ue @& aw | Migration \Mioratory Weight ().6 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Length 5 5 inches Wingspan] 1_12 inches 


CIES Sieleidopteryx serripennis 


amily HT RUNDINIDAE 


NORTHERN ROUGH-WINGED SWALLOW 


] 
| 
‘This bird is named for the tiny hooks found on its | | 
outer primary feathers. ‘Their function is unknown, | 
but they may produce a sound during courtship 
display. “The male and female use their feet to 
dig nesting burrows, some as long as six feet, 
depending on the nature of the soil, but most 
are nine to twenty-eight inches deep. Since 
it is highly adaptable this bird has a wide 
breeding range. Juveniles are similar to 
adults but show more cinnamon tones medium brown e— 
in their upperparts and have upperparts 
cinnamon wing bars. 


: short black 
+ we —e /i// 


pe —e light gray- 
brown wash on 
chin, throat, 
and upper 
breast 


¢ SONG Usually remains silent, 

but sometimes utters harsh, 

buzzing quiz-z-zeeilp or Zzrrit. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or 

in pairs or small flocks. : 

Gregarious in re A cremmnish 
F Mack wings and 

migration. Catches wing linings 

and consumes a 

variety of flying 
insects while in 

flight. Also 
occasionally takes 
insects from ground. 

. Often feeds low over 
open landscapes or 

water and sometimes 
feeds along with other 

‘ species of swallows. Quickly 

adapted nesting to utilize crevices in rock cuts along interstate 

highways. During courtship male chases female, flying with 

, white undertail coverts spread along sides of tail. 


dull white 
underparts 


slightly forked dark 
brownish black tail 


Similar Birds 


BANK SWALLOW 
Smaller; darker brown 


upperparts; dark brown 


breast band; snow-white 


»* BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary or in small colonies. 

-@ NESTING Incubation 12 days by female. Altricial young 
remain in nest 19-21 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common and increasing. 

¢ BIRDHOUSES Will nest in 

some types of man-made 

structures but has not been 
recorded to use nest boxes. 

© CONSERVATION 

Neotropical migrant. 


underparts; faster wing 


beats with quick 


changes of direction. 


Swift graceful flight with several deep 
slow wing beats, pulling back wings after 
each stroke, then a short to long glide. 


No nest materials except a few bark chips, grass, and leaves ® on bank, sides of 
rough cliff, highway/railroad rock cuts, or building or in abandoned burrows, 
drain pipes, or sewer pipes ® dug by both sexes * 4—8 plain white eggs; long oval, 
0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


Migration Migratory | Weight (). 6 ounce 


MATE TIME = LOCATION 
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Family H{TRUNDINIDAE 


BANK SWALLOW 


‘The smallest member of the North American swallow 
family is an aerial gymnast that twists and turns in the 
air over its breeding territory. Males and females take 
turns digging burrows into vertical banks with their 


bills. Once a hole is made, they use their feet to 
thocolate-brown 


finish the tunnel, which sometimes ts as long 
upperparts @ 


as five to six feet. ‘The scientific name 
refers to their association with rivers 
during migration and their predilection 
for nesting along sandy gravelly river 
banks. The dark narrow breast 
band ts difficult to see when 
the bird ts in flight, but the 
combination of an erratic oe 


flight pattern, chocolate- flight feathers e 


brown upperparts, paler a ss NF 
brown rump, dark brown 

wing linings, and snowy 

white underparts serve 

to identify this bird. 

Juvenile wing coverts I~ 
and tertials are edged 
cinnamon and the throat 
and upper breast are 


. shehtly forked tail 
washed pale cinnamon. ai 


e SONG Dry chattering, zz2z77 o7zzz77, 222711. 

e BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Often migrates and feeds with other 
swallows. Gathers in large premigratory and communal roosts. 
Catches insects while flying. Occasionally takes insects from 
ground or water’s surface. Courtship includes dropping and 
catching feathers in the air, as if playing, by each member of 
pair; copulation in the nest burrow often follows such “play” 
and many feathers are used in the nest lining. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 14-16 days by both sexes. Altricial 
young stay in nest 18—24 days, fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods 
per year. 


Flight Pattern 


© POPULATION Common 
and widespread; often near 
water. Numbers are stable 


alteration for flood control. 
© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 


Swift erratic fluttering flight on shallow 
wing beats; often alternates several rapid 


wing beats with short to long glides. 


Nest Identification 


overall, but species is declining 
in California due to river bank 


SPECS Riparia riparia Length 4.75 inches | Winéspan 191] inches 


@ SHOWY 
white chin 


© brownish gray 
breast band, 
sometimes extending 
down midline of 
upper breast 


‘e snowy white 
underparts 


Similar Birds _ 


NORTHERN ROUGH- 
WINGED SWALLOW 
Larger; paler brown 


upperparts; lacks brown 


chest band; dusky white |% 
underparts; light gray- 


brown wash on chin, 


throat, and upper 


breast; slower deeper 


wing beats. 


‘PREE SWALLOW 
Juvenile is larger; white 


underparts from chin to 


undertail coverts; often 


with dusky breast band; 


greenish blue 


upperparts. 


Lined with grass, rootlets, weed stems, horsehair, and feathers ® in sandy or 


rocky bank, gravel pit, or man-made embankment, such as a highway road cut 


Shape oe Location . Re 


Plumage Sexes similar 


TIME LOCATION 


DATE 


¢ dug by both sexes @ 3-7 plain white eggs; oval to short oval, 0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


A eg MU 


—_ aoe 


= 


Ee AE OS Le NRE ee ae 


{ 


}.¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Large colonies. 
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ta | “eneth 5.5 inches Wingspan 42 inches 


CLIFF SWALLOW 


Hundreds of gourd-shaped “mud jugs” plastered to 
the side of a barn or under a bridge or highway 
overpass are a typical nesting territory for 

ACE 1 y y¢ ‘ ‘ » 1 ~ Te aTS 
these highly adaptable birds. Farmers ciel bade 
heartily welcome this resident tail with slight cleft 


chestnut sides of 
face extend to 
sides of nape 


because it eats numerous flying blue-black 

insects that are harmful to eaen 

crops. Nesting colonies may 

number from eight 

hundred to more than 

one thousand birds. Note — short black 

the dark rusty brown bill 

throat, and in flight the chestnut throat 

brown underwing linings, with black 

cinnamon buff rump, ail aa 

square tail, dusky 

cinnamon undertail coverts 

with dark centers, and whitish 

buff edged feathers of back and 

tertials. Juveniles have dusky brown whitish underparts 

upperparts and paler underparts. ‘This with dusky gray-brown 
2 sides and flanks 

swallow has successfully expanded its range 

in the Southeast and the West. The southwestern race displays a 

cinnamon forehead similar to the Cave Swallow. 

¢ SONG Utters a dry guttural churr or zarp. Alarm call is burry 4eeer. JUVENILE 

During breeding, a chattering, squeaking, sputtering warble. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Catches food in flight; sometimes forages on ground. Eats variety of 

flying insects and some berries and fruit. Constructs one of the most complex swallow nests: a 

sphere of mud pellets with a tubular entrance on one side. Colonies are source of foraging 

information for other birds; birds follow members who are 

successfully feeding young back to food sources. 


whitish 
forehead 


blue-black 


wings and back 


CAVE SWALLOW 
Pale cinnamon-buff 
throat; cinnamon 


_ @ NESTING Incubation 14~16 days by both sexes. Altricial 

young in nest 21-24 days, fed by both sexes. 1-3 broods a year. 

¢ POPULATION Common in open country, especially near 

water. Range is expanding and numbers are increasing. 

¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical migrant. Previously listed as 
being of special concern, but 
successful adaptation to nesting 
on man-made structures such as 
buildings, highway bridges and 
overpasses, railroad bridges, 
Swift graceful flight alternating several dams. and other vertical walls 
deep rapid wing beats with long elliptical hae Fics heres ‘oA 
glides with sharp sweeping upturns at the has great y expandec 
end. Soars on thermals and updrafts. populations and range. 


forehead; richer 
cinnamon-rust rump. 


Pellets of clay or mud, with lining of grasses, down, and feathers ® usually 
under eaves of buildings or under dams or bridges: sometimes on ridges of 


canyons; rarely on trunk of conifer tree under overhanging branch ® built by 
both sexes * 3-6 white, cream, or pinkish eggs, marked with browns; oval to 


long oval, 0.8 x 0.5 inches. 


TIME LOCATION 
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re HIRUNDINIDAE Species Perrochelidon fulva \‘©°8 55 inches | Wingspan 12 inches 


“ y ~ Y 7 . . 
CAVE SWALLOW 
‘This bird plasters its cuplike nests to the sides of caves, but it 


has adapted to man-made structures and now also uses buildings, 


oe 
os 
é 


bridges, culverts, and even drainage pipes. A native of Mexico 
CIHNHNGAWON 


and the West Indies, in North America two races nest, one © forehead 


in the Southwest and one in Florida. 


WLU -DLACK 

One of the most visited colonies ts upperparts & ith 
pen y 

established in the entrance whitish Duff 


(reaks on back @ 


to Carlsbad Caverns. whitich dake 


Similar in appearance to edging to 
the Cliff Swallow, it terials @ 


e cinnamon-buff 
throat extends 
around neck as a 


( ollar 


chestnut rump e 


© whitish underparts 
with rufous wash on 
breast and sides 


blackish flight 


feathers ¢ 


squared taile 


@ dusky cinnamon undertail 
coverts with dark centers 


often nests with them, and with Barn Swallows. In flight it shows brownish 
underwing linings. The southwestern race of the Cliff Swallow has the JUVENILE 
cinnamon forehead but has a dark throat. 

¢ SONG Series of dry warbling buzzy chatters; sometimes calls 
chu-chu or xweth. 

e¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Eats insects caught in flight. Builds CLIFF SWALLOW 


: Pale whitish to buff 
a complex nest: a sphere constructed of mud pellets with a 


forehead; dark rusty 


tubular entrance on one side. Colonies often active on same site brown throat with black 
year after year and may repair and reuse old nests. center patch; pale 

os a , . cinnamon-buff rump 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. = siuripesianiae kes 
e NESTING Incubation 15-18 days by both sexes. Young cinnamon forehead. 


altricial; remain in nest 21—33 days, fed by both sexes. Has 
2 broods per year. 
. e Pp TT AT 1 a 

Flight Pattern POPULATION Fairly 
common but somewhat local. 
Kxpanding range and increasing 
in number. Casual in Northeast. 
Swift graceful flight, alternating several e( INSERVATION 


rapid deep wing beats with long elliptical 


Neotropical migrant. 
glides ending on sharp sweeping upturns. ‘ 


Soars on winds and thermals. 


Nest Identification 


Shape eo) 


Location /\ z, wax Si z, 


Habitat we aw Migration Migratory 


DATE _ TIME LOCATION 


Pellets of clay and mud with lining of grasses and a few feathers ¢ plastered 


to sides of caves, sinkholes, bridges, culverts, buildings, or even drainage 


pipes ® built by both sexes © 3-5 white eggs, marked with browns; oval to 


long oval, 0.8 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage 


Sexes similar Weight () 7 ounce 


~ 


= 


Fe milY HIRUNDINIDAE 


} midair; upon landing pairs may engage in mutual preening. 
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Length 6 75-7.5 inches | Wingspan 17 5_ 13 5 inches 


BARN SWALLOW 

Since early colonial times this bird has been a welcome 
presence on farms because it eats many crop-destroying m | 
insects. Usually nesting inside of barns or other wr 
buildings, it is the only North American 

swallow with buffy 0 rusty dark bluish black 
cinnamon underparts and forehead 
underwing linings and a 
white-spotted deeply 
forked tail. The female is 
similar to the male but 
most often is duller in dork fasts 
color. Juveniles have brown throat 
shorter forked tails and 

creamy white underparts. 

The most wide-ranging 

swallow in the world, it is 

cosmopolitan, found breeding or 
wintering on almost all continents. 

¢ SONG Utters a repetitive clipped 
chi-dit, chi-dit or wit-wit. Song is a 
prolonged twittering warble with liquid 
guttural notes interspersed. deeply forked 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Often feeds close blackish tail 
to ground or water. Eats a wide variety of \S 
flying insects, and follows farm machinery, even 

riding lawnmowers, to feed on stirred-up insects. Courtship 
flights may include pairs dropping and catching feathers in 


FEMALE 


breast band 


blackish flight 
feathers 


dark iridescent blue- 
black upperparts 


CLIFF SWALLOW 

eS ; ; ae = gees : Blue-black upperparts; 
Individuals show strong site fidelity, and colonies may exist over waseyminnamion to butte 
long periods on the same site, with the same individuals cinnamon rump; pale 
sometimes building nests on the same site used the previous forehead; short squared 


year. Has adapted to nesting in and on man-made structures. EO SSRIS: 
«® BREEDING Monogamous. Small colonies. During courtship, 


CAVE SWALLOW 
Blue-black upperparts; 


» male chases female, flying over acres of land. BR chestnatcump;stior: 
¢ NESTING Incubation 13-17 days by both sexes, but female squared tail without 
does more. Young altricial; stay in nest 18-23 days, fed by both 
sexes. 2 broods per year. 


white spots. 


¢ POPULATION Abundant 
and widespread in open 
country, agricultural lands, and 
savanna, especially near water. 
Increasing. Eurasian races are 
accidental to casual in Alaska. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 


Swift and graceful with deep wing beats 
and wing-tips pulled back at the end of 
each stroke; glides are short and infrequent. 


Clay or mud, dried stems, grasses, and straw, with thick lining of horsehair, 
down, and feathers ¢ inside barn or other building, in ridges of cliff, under 
bridge, under culvert, or attached to bank ® buili by both sexes ® 4~7 white 
eggs, marked with browns; oval to long oval, 0.8 x 0.5 inches. 


TIME LOCATION : <> 


Shape wy 


Location (a sit 
=f, 


= Sexes similar 
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Length 


Family PARIDAE 4.75 inches 


CAROLINA CHICKADEE 


Readily attracted to feeders supplying suntlower whit 


seeds, this little chickadee 1s a familiar bird to many cheeks @ 


who operate feeding stations in its range, where 


itis the only songbird with a black bib and black 


© (ap 


black cap. Vhis energetic bird, a common ae? CER POs @ 


inhabitant of the southeastern United 
States primarily south of the zone of 
glaciation, ranges north to New 
Jersey and west into Ohio, 

. . beac NATIO’ Zrayish e 
Indiana, IHlinois, and to the white edeing on 


100th meridian in WINES 


short 


/ black bill 


eastern Lexas. When \ 
& black 
hib 


disturbed in the 


nest cavity during 


incubation, it will white underparts with @ 


huff-gray wash on 
hiss and strike © short slichth ee. i. 
hed teh sides, flanks, lower 
intruders, notched tat helly, and crissum 


behaving similarly to 

copperheads and other snakes. 

@ SONG Calls include a higher-pitched rapid chick-a-dee 
dee-dee and a 4-note whistled fee-bee-fee-bay, an octave 
higher than that of the Black-capped Chickadee, with 
lower-pitched 2nd and 4th notes. Also makes variety of 


Mlackish gray 
feet and legs 


high-pitched thin squeaky notes when foraging with others. RiackoaeEs 


Call notes are more complex than song. AR CHICKADEE 


¢ BEHAVIOR Pairs or small groups. After breeding often Larger body; white- 
edged greater wing 


joins mixed feeding flocks with titmice, nuthatches, kinglets, vatveutiee Boreurtiodhiia 
warblers, Dow ny Woodpeckers, and others. Eats moths, markings on edge of 
caterpillars, and a wide variety of other insects when available; secondaries; more 


: : / e . boldly edged tertials 
In winter and spring cats mostly seeds and some berries. May ; 
: ‘ ‘ with darker centers; 


excavate own nest or enlarge cavity 1f wood is soft enough. Mock Biimetends 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Very carly nester. ssa ne lait 
; . olive flanks; lower, | 


¢ NESTING Incubation 11-12 days by both sexes. Altricial slower chick-a-dee-dec- a 
young stay in nest 13-17 days. Brooded by female. Fed by both call; typically gives 2- 


sexes, mostly larval insects. 1-2 broods per year. to. d- ORG Jee-lee Oh te 


bee-be song. 


¢ POPULATION Common in open deciduous forests, 
woodland clearings, forest edges, and suburban areas. 


; e FEEDERS AND 
Flight Pattern 


BIRDHOUSES Suet, 


doughnuts, and sunflower 
Short weak fluttering flight with rapid 


seeds. Nests in birdhouses. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Sometimes competes for nest 
sites with House Wren, 
especially in suburban areas. 


beats; sometimes in longer flights folds 


wings to sides after several quick strokes. 


Nest Identification 


Shape Be By Location a De OX 
+i 


Plumage Sexes similar | “@bitat ope ye a Migration Nionmigratory | We'8t 0.4 ounce 


Lined with plant material, including grass and moss, as well as feathers and hair 
® in tree or snag 1—23 feet above ground or in man-made nest box ¢ built by 


both sexes @ 5-8 white eggs with reddish brown markings; oval to short oval, 


0.6 x 0.45 inches. 


DATE _TIME LOCATION 


A 


AA 
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Species Poycile atricapilla | ‘€°8M 5.5 inches | WingsPAN 7.58 5 inches 


BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEE eA 


A common visitor at bird feeders in the white black cap 


northern US and Canada south of the cheeks 


a 


tundra, the Black-capped Chickadee light gray 

leaves its nesting grounds in woodland upperparts e 

areas during autumn and visits bird 

feeders in suburban areas. ‘he tertials and hae 
Black-capped Chickadee rarely secondaries black bill 


with broad 


‘moves beyond the southern is 
whitish edges 


edge of its breeding range, 
but occasionally it will irrupt 
southward in large numbers 
during autumn. It occasionally 
hybridizes with the Carolina 
Chickadee, in the overlapping 
zone, producing intergrades 

in size and song. 

¢ SONG Lower huskier 
more drawn-out chick-a- 
dee-dee-dee than that of 
Carolina Chickadee. 
Song ts clear fluted fee- 
bee or fee-bee-be. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Pairs; 
forms small groups tail; no broad white 

. edges on greater wing 
after nesting season. coverts Or secondaries 
Often joins mixed foraging flocks with other species. ‘Tame. (grayish); cleaner cut 
‘Forages among twigs and branches and under bark, often lower edge on shorter 


Re : : ; a black bib; less olive in 
- clinging upside down, for insects, and insect eggs. Eats seeds flanks: higheepitched 


black bib 


blackish gray 
feet and legs 


white underparts 
with olive-buff 
wash on sides, 
y flanks, lower 


belly, and crissum 


CAROLINA CHICKADEE 


long tail Smaller body; shorter 


'from conifers, bayberries, and other fruit. Holds large seeds faster chick-a-dee-dee-dee 
between feet on perch and pounds seed coat open with beak. In call; 4-note fee-bee-fee-bay 
winter eats mostly seeds. Incubating female hisses like a snake EOS ONE, 

when nest cavity is disturbed. BOREAL CHICKADEE 


Brown cap; gray-brown 
back and sides; more 
hoarse, drawling chick-a- 
deer-deer ox chick-chee- 
day-day song. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 

e NESTING Incubation 11-13 days by both sexes. Altricial 
»young stay in nest 14-18 days. Brooded by female. Fed by both 
‘sexes. | brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Widespread and common in deciduous or mixed 
deciduous-conifer woodlands, 
often in riparian growth. Stable 
and possibly increasing. 

e FEEDERS AND 
BIRDHOUSES Doughnuts, 
peanut butter—and-cornmeal 
mixture, and sunflower seeds. 
Will nest in birdhouses. 


Slow flitting short flights with rapid wing 
beats. On longer flights often folds wings 
to sides after several quick shallow 

strokes before repeating. 


est Identification Lined with vegetation, moss, feathers, hair, and insect cocoons ® in deciduous 


2 ; tree, conifer, snag, or nest box 440 feet above ground ® built by both sexes 
B Location & dy + 


¢ 5-10 white eggs with fine reddish brown marks; oval to short oval, 0.6 x 


PN ii 0.45 inches. 
ATE TIME LOCATION 
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; Pa Sas a 
Family PARIDAE SPECIES Poecile g 


MOUNTAIN CHICKADEE 


Easily identified by its white eyebrow, the Mountain 


Chickadee is a common inhabitant in mountainous 
regions of the West trom southern Yukon to California 
and western lTexas. During the fall months, some 
Mountain Chickadees leave the higher 
mountainous areas entering territory further 
downslope and outside the mountains 

that are normally inhabited by the grayish 
Black-capped Chickadee. ore = 
Birds of the Rocky 
\Mlountain race are 
washed with buff on 
their grayish sides, 
flanks, and back. 
Although primarily 
nonmigratory, some 
birds wander in pale weap ar orae 
buff sides and 
breeding range. flanks 

@ SONG Call sounds like 

a throaty chick-adee-adee-adee. eray-black legs ¢ 
Song 1s a 3- or 4+-note downward whistle and feet 

of fee-bee-bay or fee-bee-fee-bee. 


winter outside the 


¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs or small groups; joins mixed-species 
feeding flocks after breeding season. Clings under branches and 
pine cones when foraging and gleans food from trunk, branches, 
and foliage; occasionally feeds on ground. Primary diet of insects 
in breeding season and summer; conifer seeds, other plant 
seeds, spiders, and insect or spider eggs are also taken 
throughout year. lame. When disturbed, incubating female 
hisses like snake and lunges toward nest entrance. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 

e NESTING Incubation 14 days by female. Young altricial: 
brooded by female; stay in nest 21 days, fed by both sexes. 

1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common resident in coniferous and mixed 
montane woodlands. 

e FEEDERS AND 
BIRDHOUSES Eats baby 
chick scratch feed and 


man-made birdhouses. 
® CONSERVATION 


Short slow weak flitting flights on rapidly 


beating wings. Often folds wings to sides Vulnerable tO habitat loss due to 


after several quick wing beats; repeats. logging operations. 


Length 5 5 inches Wingspan 7.5 inches 


black cap soins black 
postocular stripe e 


sunflower seeds. Will nest in 


e white eyebrow 


—e short 


black bill 


N . 
‘© white cheeks 
and lores 


* black bib 


e paler gray 


underparts 


BRIDLED TITMOUSE 


a Sharp pointed crest; 


white face with black 
line through eve, 
outlining ear and 
passing forward to 
connect with black bib; 
lacks black cap. 


BLACK-CAPPED 
CHICKADEE 

Lacks white eyebrow; 
lower edge of black bib 
more ragged: olive-buff 
wash on sides, flanks, 
and crissum; 
vocalizations differ. 


Moss-lined with animal fur, feathers, and shredded bark ¢ 4-8 feet above ground 
in conifer, deciduous tree, nest box, or snag ® built by both sexes, but female 
does most ¢ 5-12 white eggs, unmarked, with occasional reddish brown spots; 


Shape PR? FF Location g Ns] i 
P B By as - m a ig oval to short oval, 0.6 x 0.45 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat A ope 9.¢ @ Migration Nionmigratory | “@'8"t 0.4 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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MEXICAN CHICKADEE = 
‘The only chickadee in Mexico and in its very restricted 

US range, this bird is often observed in pairs or in black cap ¢ 
small groups and occasionally in mixed-species . | 
flocks. A common resident in coniferous and white | 
mixed woodlands in mountains, populations aaah 
of the Mexican Chickadee in 
~ Mexico may be vulnerable 
to diminishing 
habitat. Although 


A short black bill 


black bib extending 
onto upper breast; whitish 
hand below bib extends 
down center of belly 


© grayish 


upperparts 


~—~e paler grayish 


dark gray sides, underparts 


flanks, and 


undertail coverts 


gray-black legs 


considered a mostly iy fe 


permanent resident, the 

Mexican Chickadee _ 
sometimes moves to lower ae 

_ elevations in the winter months. 

e SONG Unlike other chickadees, the 

_ Mexican’s songs are complex; short, clear to 

| slightly burry trilled whistle of chischu-wur and a rich cheelee. Call 

» includes husky buzzing notes of ch1-pi-tt. 


me 


ca 
-_ 


oe guk, . ce =<" - ~~ 
bm es : 

__Simitar Birds 

BLACK-CAPPED 

CHICKADEE 

Smaller black bib does 

not reach breast; 


olive-buff wash on sides, 
flanks, and undertail 
coverts; more white 
edging on greater 


} e BEHAVIOR In pairs or small groups. Joins mixed-species 

iJ F : = 

_ feeding flocks after breeding season. Clings under branches or 

| pine cones when feeding, or gleans trunks, branches, and foliage 

, for insects, spiders, egg cases, and seeds from conifers and other 

, plants. Tame. Female sweeps nest entrance with crushed 
insects held in bill, presumably to deter nest predators. 


“e BREEDING Monogamous. 


t 


» © NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Estimated 

, incubation 11-14 days by female. Young altricial; brooded by 

_ female; fledge nest in estimated 18-21 days, fed by both sexes. 
1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Stable in 
limited US range. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to habitat loss of 
montane conifers due to logging 
operations, especially in 
Mexican range. 


coverts, tertials, and 
secondaries; voice differs; 
ranges do not overlap. 


MOUNTAIN CHICKADEE 
White eyebrow; pale gray 


sides, flanks, and 


crissum; shorter black bib 


does not extend onto 
breast; voice differs. 


Short slow weak flitting flights on rapidly 
beating wings. Often folds wings to sides 


after several shallow strokes; repeated. 


Fine grasses, bark strips, moss, and plant down, lined with animal fur * 5—45 feet 
above ground in snag or tree (mesic montane pine, spruce-fir, and pine-oak 
woodlands) © built by female * 5-8 white eggs, finely marked with reddish 


brown spots; ovate to elongate ovate, 0.6 x 0.45 inches 


TIME _ LOCATION 
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ies p Length 4.75 inches | Wingspan 5 25 inches 


‘ SOW ry hn ae . = he ee . ~ 
CHESTNUT-BACKED CHICKADEE 
Known for its richly colored plumage, the Chestnut-backed | | 


Chickadee ts a common resident of humid coniferous forests _ 
along the Pacific Coast. Pairs defend their individual nesting 


Family PARIDAE 


areas but typically reside near other pairs, forming a loose vray wings edeed 


colony. Vhey often teed high in the trees in pairs or chestnut back white on tertials 


small family groups. ‘Vhe race along g one temp P and secondaries 


the central California 


coast from San 
SOory 


francisco southward brown cape 


displays very little 
chestnut on the chen 
sides and flanks, black bille 


and the underparts 
Ne chestnut wash 
on sides, flanks, 
and crissum 


are mostly gray. 


© SONG Song not white cheeks # 
whistled like most 


other chickadees, 
rather a chipping 
sparrowlike cAip-chip- 


black bib ¢€ 


whitish vray € 
underparts 


chip-chip. Callis a grutt 
rapid tseek-a-dee-dee. 
e BEHAVIOR Social, tame, 


and gregarious after the breeding 


viay black legs e 
and feet 


scason. Commonly observed high in treetops or 
on jumbled logs on the forest floor, looking for food. Eats 
primarily insects and their larvae, spiders and their eggs, and 
fruit pulp and seeds from conifers. Joins mixed-species feeding 
flocks after the breeding season. When disturbed on the nest, 
the incubating female makes hissing sounds like a snake and 
flutters her wings. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Loosely colonial. 


BLACK-CAPPED 
CHICKADEE 

Lacks bright chestnut 
back, rump, and sides; 
black cap; light gray 
upperparts; white 
underparts; buffy wash 
on sides, flanks, and 


crissum; voice differs. 


MOUNTAIN 


¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known; incubation CHICKADEE 
estimated at 11-14 days by female. Young altricial; brooded by pREX Gs WE F 
female. FKledge nest at estimated 14-18 days, fed by both sexes. Se 
1 brood per year. 


rump; lacks chestnut on 
underparts; voice 
differs. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common in humid conifer 
and mixed conifer forests. Has spread in Sierra Nevada and central 
California in recent decades. 
@ FEEDERS Baby chick 
scratch feed, sunflower seed, 
and suet. 

© CONSERVATION 


Slow fluttering weak flights of short , . 
: Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 

duration on rapidly beating wings. Often ; ; 

folds wings to sides after several shallow logging Operations. 


wing strokes; repeated. 


-———_______—— 
| : 

| , nN P oe 3 —W ‘ga te 

. iNest Identification : : : ; , 

e = : Moss-lined with animal fur, feathers, and plant matter ¢ usually 1.5—12 feet (but 


can be up to 80 feet) above ground in snag or tree © 5—9 white eggs, with sparse 


Shape Be BS Location na a as reddish brown marks; oval to short oval, 0.6 x 0.45 inches. 
van 


Plumage Sexes similar | “abitat 99 9¢@ @ Migration Nionmigratory | “e803 ounce 


LOCATION 


DATE TIME 
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Length 5 5 inches WINBSPAN 8 inches 


BOREAL CHICKADEE : 
In most of its range the Boreal Chickadee is 
the only chickadee with a brown cap. It is a 
calm tame little bird that prefers to nest Fie rear Of oe 
4A 7 ace and 
among the conifer woodlands in the colder sides of neck 
regions of North America, mostly north of brownish 
the US-Canada border. Small flocks of upperparts 
these chickadees often are seen 
traveling in the company of Golden- 
crowned Kinglets, but they rarely 
associate with Black-capped gray wings 
Chickadees in their mixed- and tail 
species foraging flocks in 
the winter season. In 
some winters in the 
eastern parts of 
North America, 
some individuals 
may appear as 
much as 
hundreds of miles 
south of their gray-black legs 
normal breeding range. and feet 
Males and females are alike. 


©? Poecth 


brown cap 


black bill 


black bib 


white checks 
restricted to small 
area graying 
posteriorly 


brown sides, flanks, 
and crissum 


whitish 
underparts 


GRAY-HEADED 
CHICKADEE 
More extensive white 


/@ SONG Song is short and warbled. Call is a drawling drawn- 
out lazy chick-a-dee-dee-dee or chick-chee-day-day. 

¢ BEHAVIOR A highly tame and sociable bird. Pairs in 
breeding season may stay together all year; they travel in small 
to medium flocks of 4-20 birds in nonbreeding season. Gleans 
much of its food from branches and needles of conifers and by 
picking seeds out of cones. Eats variety of insects and their 
larvae and eggs. 


»@ BREEDING Monogamous. Small colonies. 


»@ NESTING Incubation 11-16 days by female. Young altricial; 
, brooded by female; remain in nest 18 days, fed by both sexes. 
1 brood per year. 


-® POPULATION Fairly common in boreal conifer forests and 
in mixed conifer-deciduous woodlands. 

e FEEDERS In winter, Boreal 
Chickadees will come to a 
variety of feeders for a mixture 
of suet, peanut butter, 
cornmeal, and sunflower seeds. 


® CONSERVATION 


cheeks; gray-brown cap; 
longer tail; paler flanks; 
gray-brown upperparts; 


pale edges on wing 


coverts; voice differs 
® western range. 


BLACK-CAPPED 
CHICKADEE 
Black cap; light gray 


upperparts; large white 
cheek patch extending 
onto hindneck; white- 
edged tertials and 
secondaries; different 


livelier call. 


Weak fluttering short flights on rapidly : 
beating wings. Alternates pulling wings to | Vulnerable to loss of habitat due 
body with several quick shallow strokes. to logging operations. 


Filled with bark strips, mosses, plant down, lichen, and animal fur and hair ¢ in 
live or dead conifer or used woodpecker hole * I-10 feet above ground ¢ built 
by female ¢ 4-9 white eggs, with reddish brown snzcks; ovate to short ovate, 
some rather pointed, 0.6 x 0.45 inches. 


TIME LOCATION __ 7 
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Species Pyeri/e cincta Length 5 5 inches | Wingspan 8 inches 


GRAY-HEADED CHICKADEE 


) . 
Perhaps the hardiest of all chickadees, the 


feos PARIDAE 


Gray-headed Chickadee lives much 

. @ ’TaAY Cap 
farther north than the rest of 
its congeners, with only the 


Boreal Chickadee as a 


distant neighbor. his 


subarctic chic kadee, 


formerly called the 


LTAY-OTOWN 
s ba b 


short black 


~~ aa Jy, / 
Siberian ‘lit, is a si 
Kurasian native of 


Siberia and Alaska. 
Populations of 


DLA 4 Ih e 


while © 


the Gray-headed ; 
cheeks 


Chickadee are 
generally scarce 
and live primarily 
2s beara 
among scatte red white unde parts @ 
washed buffy gra) 
on sides, flanks, 
and crissum 


conifers and riparian 
willow and aspen 
thickets. ‘he Gray- 
headed Chickadee 1s a 
permanent resident of 


@ ’7Ta)\ black 
feet and Ie gS 


the northern edges of the tree 
line and visits human habitations in 
winter, where it may dine on scraps of frozen meat. 
© SONG Calls a series of grating dee deer notes. 
¢ BEHAVIOR ‘Lame; in pairs or small groups; nomadic in 
winter. Joins mixed-species feeding flocks. Forages in conifers 
and shrubs, gleaning insects from trunks, branches, and foliage. 
lkeeds on insects, insect larvae, spiders, and food scraps. Also 
eats conifer seeds and berries. Virtually unstudied in North 
America. Rarely observed; found in spruce at or near timberline 
in the summer and in willow and alder thickets in the winter. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 
¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known; incubation 
estimated at 14-18 days by female. Young altricial; brooded by 
female; stay in nest estimated 19-20 days, fed by both sexes. 

1 brood per year. 


Flight Pattern 


rarely observed; may be a 


+t avs 


observers, or both. 


Short slow fluttering flights with rapid z 
on scraps of meat at human 


habitations in winter. 


wing beats. May alternate quick wing 


beats with wings pulled to sides 


© POPULATION Scarce and 
combination of few birds, few 


e FEEDERS Will come to feed 


gray wings with white 
edved tertials, greater 
© coverts, and secondaries 


long gray tail 4 


Similar Birds 


BOREAL CHICKADEE 
Brown cap; restricted 


white patch on 


forecheck; brown back 


and rump; lacks white 


edging on feathers of 


wings and coverts; buffy 


brown sides, flanks, and 


crissum; shorter tail; 


voice differs. 


BILLACK-CAPPED 
CHICKADEE 
Black cap; gray back; 


extensive white edging 


on tertials, greater 


coverts, and 


secondaries. 


Nest Identification Built of decaying wood, grass, moss, and animal hair ¢ hole in tree, natural or 
woodpecker hole, 1-15 feet above ground ¢ built by female ¢ 7-9 white eggs, 


Shape on Be 


0.6 x 0.45 inches. 


Location na 4X. A & 


Habitat 9.@ @ @ Migration Nonmigratory Weight () 4 ounce 


LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes similar 


DATE TIME 


with fine reddish brown spots or pale olive or gray markings; oval to short oval, 
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aMIIY PARTDAE specie Baeol ophus wo wolk ceri Length 5 25 inches Wingspan 7 5 inches 


~ BRIDLED TITMOUSE gray crest with @ i 
| The Bridled ‘Titmouse is a Mexican eee 
species whose range crosses the 
| United States’ border into the 
| mountains of southeast Arizona and 
_ southwest New Mexico. A common pone pesado nig 
bird within its range, the Bridled ee 
‘Titmouse enjoys a stable 
population, frequenting medium gray 
forests with oaks and ge cat oad 
pines or, occasionally, 
riparian areas with 
cottonwood- 
willow-mesquite 
associations. ‘The 
black-and-white 
“bridled” face pattern 
| is unmistakable when 
_| combined with the 
black-edged crest. 
e SONG A fast chick-a-dee-dee sung, in 
a high pitch. Song is a rich 2-syllable 
| chee-wee repeated 4-8 times. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Pairs or small groups; social, tame. May form or 
join mixed-species feeding flocks in winter. Gleans insects from 


i 


black eye stripe 


black bill 


—~e white face 


—" 
Se black bib 


whitish gray 
underparts 


ee. le 


gray-black legs 
and feet 


MOUNTAIN 


bark, branches, and foliage, which are principal components in y. a eeneaae 

diet. Also takes pine seeds, acorns, and other seeds. Hacks open a Lacks head tuft and 
larger seeds by holding them between its feet and pounding = = “bridle”; white face 
them with its stubby beak. Often acrobatic in feeding, hanging shia tt ta 
beneath branches and pine cones, flitting from tip to tip, ahh ite Sa 
exploring tree cavities, and occasionally hovering to pick off greater wing coverts; 


buffy wash on sides, 


insects from foliage. 
flanks, and crissum. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


e NESTING Breeding biology poorly known, although 

‘incubation estimated at 13-16 days by female. Young altricial; 

_brooded by female, fed by both parents. Leave nest at 

estimated 15-21 days. 1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Stable. Common in montane stands of oak, pine- 
oak, juniper, and sycamore. 

Pattern | @® FEEDERS AND 

BIRDHOUSES Suet and 

sunflower seeds. Nests in 

= — : birdhouses. 

Pe Rieaing eee wih alow | « CONSERVATION 

several quick wing beats, then wings Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 

pulled to sides, repeated. logging operations. 


JUNIPER ‘TTTMOUSE 
Crested; gray overall; 
slightly darker on wings, 
tail, and upperparts; 
lacks facial markings. 


Gelidiious tree or snag, or in nest box ° built B — e 5-7 hice eggs, 
unmarked; ovate to long oval, 0.6 x 0.5 inches. 


Location ¢ ra 2 ip 


Habitatee ® @ Az Migration Nonmigratory Weight () 4 ounce 


TIME LOCATION = : eae eee 


Shape By 
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Family PARIDAE >PECIES Baeylop, Length 5.25 inches | WinésPan 7 5 inches 


OAK TITMOUSE ———] 
‘Phe Oak ‘Titmouse is a recently defined species formed by 
splitting it and the Juniper ‘Titmouse from the species 
formerly known as the Plain ‘Titmouse. ‘Vhis plain mousy 
gray-brown titmouse inhabits warm dry oak woodlands on 
sunny slopes and foothills and is restricted primarily to 
California, where it is common. Over most of its range 

it is the only plain gray-brown bird with a crest, 


short crest 


small 
black bill 


save for the larger female Phainopepla. medium 
Sometimes the crest is not noticeable, but gray-brown 


the titmouselike behavior will quickly i shia aaa 


serve to identify this species. 
¢ SONG Call is a raspy sschick- 
a-dee. Song is a repetitious 
series of alternating clear 
high and low notes 
pee-chee, pee-chee, 
pee-chee, ete. 

¢ BEHAVIOR 
Sociable; tame. 
Pairs or small 
groups; does not 
form large flocks. May 

join mixed-species foraging 
flocks after breeding season. 
Sometimes observed catching 

insects in midair. Eats variety of seeds, 
including many acorns, and insects, which it 
gleans from trunk, branches, and foliage. May cling 

beneath branches or cones to pick off food. Holds large seeds Fr ee coe 
between feet and pounds them open with jackhammer-like raps ————————— 


of its bill. Roosts in cavities. JUNIPER TITMOUSE 
Slightly larger; paler 


lighter gray 
face and 
underparts 


medium gray- 
brown wings 
and tail 


gray-black feet 
and legs 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. ll gray overall; bill slightly 
e NESTING Incubation 14-16 days by female. Young altricial; Lather, vole Giners, 

; . : ; 4 found in different 
brooded by female; stay in nest 16—21 days, fed by both sexes. babiest of jiniper of 
1—2 broods per year. pifion-juniper 
¢ POPULATION Common in dry oak woodlands. Stable, but eadelane> 


lack of suitable nesting cavities may be a limiting factor in 
population size. 
¢ FEEDERS AND 
BIRDHOUSES Uses 
nestboxes. Attracted by feeders 
— : with sunflower seeds and suet. 
beats; shortedistance flights with severat_ | & CONSERVATION 
quick wing beats, then wings pulled in to Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 
sides, repeated. agriculture and development. 


Grass- and moss-lined with bark, feathers, and hair ¢ natural cavity, 
7 abandoned woodpecker hole, or nest box; may excavate hole ¢ built by 
both sexes ® 6-8 white eggs, occasionally lightly spotted with reddish 


Location 4 m @ i brown; oval to long oval, 0.6 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat o¢@ @, Migration Nionmigratory | “&'8t 0.7 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Wingspan 8 inches 


JUNIPER TITMOUSE 


Formerly the Juniper Titmouse and the very similar 
Oak ‘Titmouse were lumped together as one 
species, the Plain Titmouse. ‘The two “new” 
titmice’s ranges overlap only in one small area 
of northern California. Only two other gray 
crested birds occur in the range of the 
Juniper ‘Titmouse in the mountains of 
southeast Arizona and southwest New 
Mexico: the much larger female 
Phainopepla and the Bridled 
‘Titmouse, distinctively marked 
with its black-and-white face 
pattern. As its name implies, 
look for this plain titmouse 
in juniper or pifon-juniper 
woodlands, as well as in 
riparian woodlands and 
suburban shade trees. 


e SONG Call sounds 
like a raspy ¢schick-adee. 
Song 1s a varying rolling 
series of notes sung in 

’ the same pitch; all phrases 
in a series are alike. 


Length 55 inches 


pale gray 
body 


darker gray 
wings and tail 


gray-black 
legs and feet 


¢ BEHAVIOR Sociable; in pairs or small groups. Does not form 
large flocks. Mates often stay together throughout year. Joins 
mixed-species foraging flocks after breeding season, especially 
in winter. Gleans insects from trunk, branches, and foliage; eats 
berries and seeds from twigs and ground. Often clings beneath 
limbs or cones to extract seeds; places large seeds or nuts either 
under feet or in crevice and pounds open with bill in 

_ jackhammer fashion. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 14-16 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 16—21 days, fed by both sexes. 
1—2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Stable. Uncommon to fairly common. 


¢ FEEDERS AND 
BIRDHOUSES Attracted to 
feeders with suet, peanut 
butter, and sunflower seeds. 
Will use nest boxes. 

® CONSERVATION Some 
habitat lost to development. 


Short weak fluttering flights with rapid 
shallow wing beats. May take several 
quick wing strokes and tuck wings to sides 
before repeating another series of strokes. 


white patch 


ws above bill 


straight 
black bill 


———_——e paler whitish 


gray underparts 


OAK ‘TITMOUSE 
Slightly smaller; mousy 
gray-brown overall; 
slightly shorter bill; 
different voice; 
frequents different 
habitat of dry oak 
woodlands. 


BRIDLED TITMOUSE 
Darker gray upperparts; 
longer crest outlined 
blackish; white face 
with black line through 
eye and outlining ear 
patch; black bib. 


Lined with moss, grass, weeds, bark, feathers, and hair ¢ in a natural cavity, 
abandoned woodpecker hole excavated by par, or nest box * built by both sexes 
© 3~9 white eggs, unmarked, or marked faintly with reddish browns; oval to long 
oval, 0.6 x 0.5 inches. 


Shape si st 
Location ha 10% bs & ig 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitatee @ sx Migration Nonmigratory | Welt Undetermined 


DATE TIME, LOCATION _ 
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DATE TIME LOCATION 


Family PARIDAE 


PUFRTED TITMOUSE a 


Undaunted by the presence of people, this lively bird | 
| 
sometimes will swoop down and pluck out a human ~~ | 


hair to use for its nest. Vhe largest titmouse, it will 


fly toward people making squeaking or pishing 
sounds to attract birds. It is intelligent and tufted dark 


© gray head 


medium Lray 
may learn to eat food out of ahuman hand. — ypperparts e 


Often it can be seen digging in the 
ground, where it stores surplus 


sunflower seeds. Adapted to 
© straight 


black bill 


wooded residential areas 
with large shade 
trees and to bird 
feeders and 


nesting boxes, 
gray tail 


it has become a 


familiar yard bird - 
—- @ whitish gray 


with its jaunty crest and rusty sides © underparts 
large black eyes set against and flanks 


gray plumage. The black-crested 
form in southern and western ‘Texas 
was formerly considered a separate 


species, the Black-crested ‘Titmouse. 


¢ SONG Bold, high-pitched, whistled perer, Vie i Arcane 


peter, peter or peto, peto, peto. Sometimes females sing but not FORM 
as much as males. Calls vary from high-pitched, thin squeaky 
notes to low, harsh, fussy scolding notes. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Relatively tame; social. Pairs or small family 


. ye ‘al B i. a , PHAINOPEPLA 
groups; joins mixed foraging flocks after nesting season. 


Small range overlap in 


Inspects and forages in trees and shrubs for food, sometimes Big Bend area of ‘Texas 
clinging upside down on trunk or branch tips. Uses bill to with black-crested form 
pound open nut, while anchoring it with feet. Eats insects and isons ermenananin 
: : : : ; gray overall; crested; 
their larvae, spiders, snails, various berries, acorns and other darker gray wing edges; 
nuts, and seeds. Male feeds female during courtship. white on wing coverts 


and tertials; whitish gray 
patch at base of 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Mates for life. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 13-14 days by female. Altricial young primaries flashes in 
stay in nest 15-18 days. Brooded by female. Ked by both sexes. 
| brood per year, 2 in the South. 


flight; long, rounded tail. 


¢ POPULATION Abundant to 
common in forests, parks, and 
shaded suburbs. 

e FEEDERS AND 
BIRDHOUSES Feeders with 
sunflower seeds, suet, cornmeal, 
quick wing beats alternating with wings and peanut butter. Will nest in 
drawn to sides, then repeated. man-made birdhouses. 


Weak fluttering short flights with shallow 
rapid wing beats. Flitting flight with several 


oom St etek fo a ; 
: Pon Nest Identification Lined with bark, leaves, soft grass and moss, snakeskin, and bits of animal fur 


and hair @ in natural cavity, bird box, or woodpecker hole 3-90 feet above ground 


Shape A By Location & ; © built by female ¢ 4-8 white to creamy white eggs speckled with browns, 


occasionally wreathed; short subelliptical, 0.7 x 0.55 inches. 


Aw 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat oe @, Migration Nonmigratory | We'&t 0.8 ounce 
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Length 4 5 inches WINESPAN 7 inches 


VERDIN | ; 


Sometimes using as many as two | 
thousand twigs, this tiny bird builds an 

elaborate sphere-shaped nest up to 

eight inches in diameter. ‘The 

spherical nest has thick walls to 

insulate it from the hot desert sun ye//pw jead e— 
and the cold desert nights. Nests and throat 
built early in the season have 

their side entrances facing away 

from the cooling winds to 

conserve heat; those built later grayish 
in the nesting season face the epperparss 
direction of the wind for its 

cooling breezes. As it often 

nests ten or more miles away 

from any water source, this 

bird eats fruit and insects to 

obtain needed moisture. 

Brownish gray juveniles lack 

the yellow head and chestnut 

shoulder patch of the adults 

and, except for their shorter tail, could 

be mistaken for a Bushtit. 


¢ SONG Song is a melancholy whistled 
tswee-swee, tswee, 3 notes with the second note 
higher. Call is a quick /ea-nip. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs; small family 
groups after breeding season. May join mixed- 
species foraging flocks in winter. Actively forages 


@ short 


black bill 


—_—§e black legs 
and feet 


Se chestnut-red 
shoulder patches 


© erayish white 
underparts 


BUSHTIT 

Juveniles ¢ grayer 
upperparts; longer tail; 
brownish cheek patch 
or crown; usually in 
staggered flocks; 
prefer oak scrub to 
desert basins ® only in 


for food among twigs and leaves. Sometimes hangs upside the West. 
down, clinging to limb or trunk like a chickadec. Eats insects, i ticare weanien 
their larvae and eggs, spiders, wild berries, and fruit. Male “eau” Pale gray overall © male 
builds several nests in his territory; female selects one, which has custy red crown and 
‘ . ce: . . F atch @ female 
may be used several times for nesting, even in succeeding years. id een fete 
Nests often are used for night roosts and as shelters from chestnut or buffy rump 
noonday sun, and some are constructed for just that purpose. patch respectively. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 


e NESTING Incubation 

10 days by female. Young 
altricial; brooded by female; 
stay in nest 21 days, fed by both 
sexes. 2 broods per year. 
Somewhat weak fluttering flight with e POPULATION Common in 
a ORs co tiececaca desert and arid scrub, especially 


Flights often short duration, bush to bush. mesquite and creosote bush. 


Mass of sticks, leaves, and grasses held together with spider web and cocoon 

material, with lining of grasses, feathers, and plant down ®@ well out toward tip of 
branch or in fork of shrubby tree, cactus, or busn, 2-20 feet above ground ¢ built 
Shape ¢ Location oe by male 3-6 bluish green to greenish white eggs, with reddish brown speckles; 


oval to short oval, 0.6 inch long. 


Fn i | ae Migration Nionmigratory | We'8t 0.2 ounce 


DATE TIME _ LOCATION - 


Plumage Sexes similar ’ 


Length 4.5 inches 


Wingspan 7 inches 


Family AR GITHALIDAE 


BUSHTIT 
Often observed traveling in flocks, the Bushtit ts 
sociable toward other Bushtits and other birds, ahesen straon > 
often joining mixed-species flocks or letting (coastal species) @ 3 
other groups of Bushtits forage through their 
nesting territories. Females have cream to 


; CG Sons " ashy gray 
yellowish eyes, distinguishing them from upperparts e 


male and juvenile birds, which have 
dark brown eyes. Coastal birds 


ave brown crowns; interior 
elie short black 
populations have gray 2 bill 
crowns and brown : 
cheeks. Southwest 
populations, in 
which some adult | impliitel oes 
underparts 
SOMENINES 


washed buffy 


long tail 
males have black 

masks, were formerly 

considered a separate 

species, the Black-eared 

Bushtit. Some birds may blackish gray legs @ 
move downslope to lower mee 
elevations during winter months. 

¢ SONG Call is high thin 

somewhat buzzy excited twittering, 
given by many members of flocks. Also a 
thin, trilled s7-7-7-7-7777777. 


JUVENILE 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious, except when breeding. Forages in 
groups of 6-30 or more, often with other species, among trees 


and shrubs for food: gleans from foliage, branches, and twigs pet 
5 BY» Snes aie Ete JUNIPER TYTMOUSE 


Kats INSECT, their larvae and eggs, and spiders; also some fruit i OAK ‘TITMOUSE 
and berries. During the spring months, young often leave = Larger; head tufts; 


territory to establish their own colonies. Groups huddle together © larger bills; smaller — 
iol : . . flocks; much less active. 
In tight mass on nightly roosts to conserve body heat and reduce 
energy loss on cold desert nights. If pair is disturbed while ve 

. Juvenile © shorter tail; 


building nest or laying or incubating eve . re ave ne 
5 laying incul ating eggs, they often leave nest gray-brown upperparts; 


site, sometimes changing mates, and build a new nest. gray-brown wash on 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. SG ARES, SNS WEN 


¢ NESTING Incubation 12 days by both sexes; both roost in 

nest on eggs at night. Altricial 
young brooded by female; stay 
in nest 14-15 days, fed by both 


| " Flight Pattern 


cee, 2 ee 
AK, y ~~ a e | sexes. 2 broods per year. 
§ . Irwmrx 7 an " . 
y _™ POPULATION Common in 

| Weak flunecine fiche archer] ~+4woodlands, scrub, chaparral, 

\ < Huttering thehts of short duration 
| with rapid wing strokes alternatine with, | Suburbs, parks, and gardens. 
ulled ) | i 
| }« ' 

t ; ; . . —- 

Nes! Identification apeG hanging pouch @ lined with vegetation, including flowers, grass, 


oss, lichen, leaves, insect cocoons, hair, and feathers ¢ often secured 


n gen & pider web ® 4-25 feet above ground in deciduous tree or shrub © built by 
° White eggs, unmarked; oval to short oval, 0.6 inch long. 
1h 
Neg } iV 


Aigration ; 
_# sy Nonmigratory 


Weight () 2 ounce 


LOCATION 
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Family SIT TIDAE akae See “ana CnSI | Length 45 inches Wingspan 8 inches 


RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH 


r a) Py . . . . rm 
Chis bird will often eat from the human hand. ‘To protect 


young from predators, male and female smear pine pitch 
around the nest entrance. Females differ from black eye line 
males by the dark gray cap and nape and from beak to black cap 
; mL. hack of head e 9 and nap 
lighter underparts. ‘Che blue-gray tail i ae 
: : blue-gray back,@ 

spread in display or flight shows a a ade 

; wy # shoulders, and 
white subterminal band. Winter wings 
range varies yearly, particularly 
in the East; this sedentary 
species remains in its breeding 


@ while eyebrow 


blue-gray 
TUM P @ 


range as long as winter food 
supplies can support it. 
e SONG Calls are nasal and Seer 
? : : short blue- 
high pitched, resembling the gray tail 
sound of a tiny tin horn, av, ink, or 
enk, often repeated in a rapid series. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. May 
join mixed-species feeding flocks after 
breeding season. Climbs 
up and down tree trunks, — /ighter buff 
often headfirst, and walks = “”’erparts 
: on Be are rustier 
on the underside of limbs. 7, Hank 
Forages for conifer seeds, = gnd crissum 
nuts, and some insects by 
gleaning them from bark or 
foliage; wedges food in tree 
bark crevices and pounds with 
bill to break shell or exoskeleton. 
Male courts female by feeding her, also by turning his back to 
her and lifting his head and tail, raising his back feathers and 
drooping his wings, swaying from side to side. Irruptive migrant. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 14-21 days, fed by both sexes. 
1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common in boreal and 
subalpine conifer forests and mixed conifer-deciduous northern 
montane forests. Stable. Eastern 
breeding range currently 
expanding southward. 
¢ FEEDERS Sunflower seeds, 
peanut butter, and suet. 
© CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 
logging operations. 


© rust-colored 
underparts 


MALE 


dark gray crown 
and nape 


blue-gray 
upperparts 


FEMALE 


WHITE-BREASTED 
NUTHATCH 
Larger; white face 


lacks black eye line; 
white underparts with 
rusty wash on flanks 
and crissum; blue-gray 
tail with black outer 
tail feathers edged 
and tipped white; 
voice differs. 


Somewhat weak fluttering flight of short 
duration, with rapid wing strokes followed 


by brief folding of wings to sides; repeated. 


Lined with shredded bark, grass, and roots ® usually 540 feet above ground 
(but up to 120 feet) in conifer ¢ built by both sexes, but female does most of 


2 pea ane : 
Shape work @ 4—7 white to pinkish white eggs, marked with reddish browns; oval to 
Location b> & $ ro short oval, 0.6 x 0.46 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ | Habitat qpe 9,¢ Migration Some migrate | Wel€t 0.4 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Family Sr PIDAE | SPesies Sitta carolinensis | Length 5_6 inches | Wingspan 9_1] inches | 


| WHITE-BREASTED NU THATCH 


Ihe largest and most widespread of the North 


American nuthatches, this nimble bird can balance Se- 


upside down on tree trunks, caten al ling nucin 

midair, and rapidly hop down skinny bran hes. In 

winter it joins mixed-species flocks and often bis es seenil eas ‘ae Diack Hil 
feeds together in the same tree with ch seen dcadaarl spin cliche 
chickadees, Downy as partial collar @ upturned tip ¢ 


Woodpeckers, and Brown 

Creepers. It is quick CO Ahackish blu 
accept bird feeders, and ertial 

will often attempt to 
intimidate other avian 


visitors by spreading 
; ee while face 


its wings and tail and aiid Slams 


swaying back and 
forth. Females in the 
Northeast have dark 


aw Ait pati hes ine 
blue-gray crowns. Basen harks tl 


e SONG Sings an 


ascending WCC-WCEC-WEC-LCE- 


e while underparts 
with rusty wash on 
flanks, lower belly, 
and crissum 


wee-wee-wee. Call is a hoarse 
yank-yank-yank. 

e BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs: 
sociable in nonbreeding season. Eats 
various nuts, seeds, spiders, and insects. @ Alack feet and legs 
Inspects trees with head pointed downward 

and circles around and underneath limb in search 

of food. Spends most of its time in trees. Roosts in tree caviues 
in the winter; often roosts in crevices of bark 1n summer, some 
sleeping in the head down, tail up position. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. Sometimes Known to 
form small colonies. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 14 days, fed by both sexes. 

1 brood per year. ~ * underparts; smaller bill; 


> , Tr Ty ‘ : ; voice differs. 
e I OPULATION Common in deciduous W Ol dlots and in 


mixed coniferous-deciduous woods in the North and West. 


° FEEDERS AND 
BIRDHOUSES Comes to 
| feeders for suet and/or seeds; 
4 af ~~ | will nest in nest boxes. 
| @ CONSERVATION 
ee : 


Weak fluttering flight of short duratior | Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 


RED-BREASTED 
NUTHATCH 


Smaller; white face 


broken by long, black 
eye stripe; uniform 


rusty chestnut 


several rapid wing beats alternated with | iogging operations. 
wings drawn to sides; repeated. 


r Nest Identification Li ith bark shreds, hair, and feathers © natural cavity, knothole, 


Woo s hole. or bird box, 10-60 feet above ground ¢ built by both sexes; 


Shape i Location me Na] 
4) ig vam ig female doc re ® 3-10 white to pinkish eggs, with brown, gray, purple, and 


7 rs red blotches; oval to short oval, 0.8 x 0.56 inches. 
Plumage Sexes similar 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Habitat @,@ 9? & 
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| Leneth 4.25 inches 


PYGMY NUTHATCH 


In the fall and winter, these nuthatches work 


WINESPAN g inches 


| emily SITTIDAE 


through the treetops in loud flocks along with — 
chickadees and titmice. At night, groups of as = 
many as 100 birds will roost in a single cavity. gray-brown 

This is the smallest of the North American cap * a 


nuthatches, and like all birds in its genus, 
it has long toes with sharp claws, 
allowing it to cling to tree trunks. 
Its small size, gray-brown cap, 
and a white spot on 


» bordering cap 
blue-gray 


upperparts e 


its nape serve 
to separate it 
from other 
nuthatches tn its 
western range. 

¢ SONG Has a 

noisy ongoing high 
rapid call of ‘ee-dee, fee- 
dee and also a flutelike 
wee-bee, wee-bee. 


® white cheeks, 
creamy buff thin, and throat 


underparts 


¢ BEHAVIOR Social; gregarious. Often travels in small groups of 2—5, with some of the 
members being young unmated males that assist the mated pair with digging the nest cavity 
and feeding the young. Forages for food by climbing up, down, and around trunk and branches, 
often turning sideways and upside down. Gleans various insects, 
caterpillars, moths, and seeds of coniferous trees. Pairs bond 
long-term. Joins mixed-species feeding flocks after the nesting Ban: ARoAS TED 
season. Roosts communally. NUTHATCH 


7 


——————————— | 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Cooperative. Larger; black cap; 
: ‘ : fete O : black eye line; white 
¢ NESTING Incubation 15-16 days by female. Young altricial: eyebrow; rusty 


brooded by female; stay in nest 20-22 days, fed by both parents chestnut underparts; 
and other birds. 1 brood per year. MOHE GHUENS: 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common in pine forests and pifion-juniper 
woodlands. Accidental to the 
Midwest. 

¢ FEEDERS AND 
BIRDHOUSES Nuts and 
seeds. Will nest in birdhouses. 
Short flights, weak and fluttering, with ¢ CONSERVATION 


several rapid wing beats, followed by Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 
wings pulled to sides; repeated. logging activities. 


Lined with leaves, shredded pinecones, plant down, fur, and feathers ¢ in dead 
: = — tree, old post, abandoned woodpecker hole, or nest box, 8-60 feet above ground 
ii ¢ built by both parents and other birds ¢ 4-9 white eggs, sparsely flecked with 


Shape Pe <a 


Location by t , ii reddish brown; oval to short oval, 0.6 x 0.45 inches. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Mae Sexes similar 


= - 

rs ) . | el TT “ rc i ' 5 é — > 

Family CERTHIIDALI | Species Certhia amerteand | ~~ >-=> In hes nee a" 7_& inches | 
I 4 ) ( » d J 
BROWN CREEPER | 
l l ec-dw 1] | 


Crunk Ol the side 


Unlike the nuth 


upside down l | 
i 

circles the tree in i] 1) | | 

ascending a spiral SCAU \ ; ; | 


path up, then drops 


and starts working Its up ava 


+4 


decurved bill is an efficient too 
bark cre 


+ 


picking Insects Out 0 
and the suff tail feathers prop 
the bird upright just as a 


woodpec ker’s tail does 


long rufous tal . - : 
with stiff 
point d tail ‘ ‘ ; 
feathers at end 


% 

 e — Mite underpart 

. oo. — 
a 

e SONG Call is a soft musical s¢e-see-////-see, similar to Chat ol the Golden-crowned Kinglet, but 
thinner. Call note is a soft thin see . 
e BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. ‘Tame. Often joins mixed-species foraging flocks in winter. 
Forages for food by spiraling up tree, but does not move down or sideways Hops back 
occasionally, but then moves on up. Kars various insects, larvae, seeds, and some nuts. Well 


camouflaged and difficult to spot; often escapes predators by pressing Its body ughtly against 
tree, spreading wings and tail, and remaining mouonless Fledglings roost in aight circle with 
heads in center of ring. 


as 
e BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 


e NESTING Incubation 13-17 davs by female. Young altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 


13-16 days. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per vear. 
> ) An : : 

e¢ POPULATION Fairly common in pine, spruce-fir, mixed coniferous-deciduous, Swampy 

forests; declining in some areas. 

e FEEDERS Will come to feeders for mixture of nuts, peanut 


} ? 
CO sOé#burtter, suet, and cornmeal. 


Flight Pattern \lixture can be put directly on 
oe =" tree tok, 


<P. ; ‘ = 
& > CONSERVATION Nesting 
@ 
rea threatened due to cutting 


forest habitat. 


Strong dit Hehe 


rapid shallow win 


| 


Nest Identification | nifer needles, pieces of bark, and silk, lined with shredded bark 


| Migration \fieratory 


= a) . itv of dead tree, or beneath piece of bark against tree, 
SI TOUT e builcl both sexes: female does more @ 4 & white 
jape Location ¢ a3 
| Nap § . Vy f] ed with reddish brown and oft n wreathed; oval to short oval, 
I - 7 = 
aime —— 
PIMMARS Cr meet | Hat 
Sexes similar Weight (). 3 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PROGLODYTIDAE Length § 5 inches [ wingspan 10.75 inches | 


CACTUS WREN 


Ihe Arizona state bird often builds its domed 


. . a BS gl 
nest in the heavily barbed cholla cactus, where hrown cap ag 
its nestlings and eggs are protected from broad whit 

Tipe OCCT eye @ 
predators. Once the young leave the cactus, 
the old nests are maintained and used for 
a roosting area by the adult birds. The ne ee Dis 


largest of the North American wrens, enhite-ctewnhed 
with its large size, long tail, and upperparts @ 
long, slightly decurved bill, 


decur ed /yl/ 


actually is more suggestive 
of a small thrasher o heavy black 
pot clustered 
‘ aon breast 

white band 


on tail 
© black spotting on 


ides and flank 


‘e black-and-white barring 
on outer tail feathers 


© whitish underpart 
with tawny buff flanks, 


than a wren. 
lower belly, and crissum 


In flight the long 
tail is spread, revealing a 
striking banded pattern. 
e SONG A quick low guttural guah guah guah guah guah, etc., gaining in speed toward the end. 
e BEHAVIOR Pairs or small family groups. Forages for food on ground by probing and lifting 
up objects with bill. Gleans foliage and branches for insects, spiders, small frogs, small reptiles, 
nectar, and some fruits. More than other wrens, 15-20 percent 
of diet is fruit, mostly from cactus. When disturbed, sometimes 
runs on ground like a thrasher, rather than flying. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

» ©@ NESTING Incubation 16 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 19-23 days, fed by both sexes. 


| 
2-3 broods per year. 
| 


SAGE ‘THRASHER 
Grayer; unstriped 


barring on wings and 


back; brown-streaked 
underparts; spots not 
clustered on breast; 


¢ POPULATION Common and widespread in semidesert and white on tail corners 


only; shorter almost 


desert communities with large cactus, arid hillsides, and gravelly 
bottomed valleys. Declining in parts of Texas and California. 

¢ FEEDERS Will come to feeders for pieces of bread and slices of 
potato or raw apple. 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Development of desert 
communities for housing, golf 
courses, and agriculture 
decrease and fragment the 
available habitat. 


straight bill. 


Weak direct flight. Holds tail partially 
spread when flying. 


| Stems, plant fibers, and grass, lined with feathers and fur ¢ most often in cholla 
| cactus; sometimes in prickly bush, old woodpecker hole, orange tree, or side of 


Peeper eer < . ‘ 5 ela: ©. Oman riict mee anlcla ; < 
| Shape Q Location 4 Se & man-made structure ® built by male ¢ 2-7 pinkish eggs, speckled with brown; 


oval, 0.9 inch long. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes similar 
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Family "TP ROGLODYTIDAE 


Length 6 inches WINESPAN 9 inches 


ROCK WREN 
‘This bird frequents more arid and barren terrain than its 
cousin, the Ganvon Wren. Its gravish brown color serves 
as a camouflage, but the male often can be spotted 
when he hops to the top of a boulder to sing o1 


to admonish intruders. [he nest is built 


ina rock crevice, but a trail of tiny 
rocks leading to the opening ts 


a clue to its location. 
@ Jong 


slender lil] 


Individual males 
sing Many variations 
of their songs and of 


hop / 
undertal € 
gadis © fine-streaked 


white breast 


COUTTS 


those of neighboring 
males; some have more seman & 
than 100 songs in their rump 
repertoire. When the black- 

barred cinnamon tail ts flicked 

open it reveals a thick blackish 
subterminal band and buffy tips. 

¢ SONG Sings a mix of buzzy trills, £erve- 
keree-keree, chair, chair, chair, deedle, deedle, deedle, 

tur, tur, tur, keree. Call is a raspy t-keer: 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Hops around, among, and 
between rocks. Bobs body and frequently cocks tail upward. 


© cinnamon-bhuff 
wash on flanks 
and lightly barred 


Sings from conspicuous perches on rocks; forages for food 
around and between rocks. Eats insects, spiders, and various 
larvae. Often lines pathways to nests with hundreds of small 
pebbles and small animal bones. 
@¢ BREEDING \Monogamous. Solitary nester. 
¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly kn incubati ee 
WET g gy poorly Known, but incubation upperparts; long 
estimated at 12-14 days by female. Young altricial; brooded by slightly decurved bill. 
female; remain in nest estimated 14 days, fed by both sexes. 
|—2 broods per year. 
| ¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common in canyons, cliffs, and 


valleys with rocky outcroppings 


CANYON WREN 
Bright white throat and 
upper breast; rich red- 


brown belly and 


in arid and semiarid regions. 


Casual to accidental in fall and 
winter in the East. 


Weak fluttering direct flights, often shor: 
on shallowly beating wings. 


icts, grasses, and various stems, with lining of feathers, various hair, and fur 
iges of rock, crevices, burrows, banks, or even buildings ¢ usually hidden 

frocks ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 4-10 white eggs, lightly flecked with 
wn, oval, 0.7 inch long. 


Location — ih a was at 


Plumage Sexes similar 


DATE TIME _ LOCATION 


Habitat 4 am, Weight 6 ounce 
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Species (a rherpes mexicanus 


CANYON WREN 


[rue to its name, this energetic bird historically 


Family "Pp ROGLODYTIDAE 


Length 5.75 inches | wingspan 7.5 inches 


makes its home among the canyons, rocks, and 
caves in western North America. Adapting to 
man and his buildings, this wren now often 


builds its nest in or on them, especially 
reddish brown upperparts 
; é with dark barring and 
hidden, its bold white breast © white flecking 


those made of stone. Often staying 


showing through the crevices 


long 


decurved bill 


rusty chestnut tail e 
with narrow black 
barring 

bright white throat 
and upper breast 


@ rusty chestnut 


underparts and belly 


and ridges can be a clue 
to this bird’s presence; but it 1s 

more often heard than seen, for the male’s loud 
happy-sounding song cascades and bounces along canyon walls. 


~ = ° ° . . ° . 
e SONG A descending gushing liquid rain of notes, pewp, peup, 
peup tew tew tew few few, ending with a buzzy mew. Call is an 


—= -- eo _—--—--. 


ROCK WREN 


abrasive nasal eer. | Gray-brown upperparts 
'| © BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Thoroughly investigates @ae = barred dark brown and 
f 5 2 - . : : ‘ flecked white; rufous 

rocks to look for food; hopping over, around, under, and rasp; Wadred call ivith 


between, then singing, it gleans food from rock surfaces and rufous-tipped corners 
crevices. Often bobs body like a Rock Wren and cocks tail over and black subterminal 

‘ p ; 24 9 5 band; dark streaking « 
back. Very tame; will enter houses and ranch buildings. Eats Pope tae 
mainly spiders and insects. underparts washed buff: 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. slender, shorter, barely 


: : a curved bill. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-18 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female. Not known how long young stay in nest, but 
fed by both sexes. 2 broods per 
year; sometimes 3 in the South. 


¢ POPULATION Common in 
arid and semiarid rocky 
canyons, rocky outcroppings, 
and cliffs, often near water; also 
around stone buildings and 
stone chimneys. 


white breast: whitish 


Weak and fluttering direct flight, often of 
short duration, on shallowly beating wings. 


Sticks, leaves, mosses, and finer material, with lining of feathers and fur 
¢ hidden in ridges of rocks or crevice, under stones, in holes, or 
sometimes in buildings ® built by both sexes ¢ +7 white eggs, lightly 


flecked with reddish brown; oval, 0.7 inch long. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


522 e BIRDS Ol 


ee 


CAROLINA WREN 


South Carolina’s state bird is sensitive Co 
cold weather. Mild winters allow Cart lina 
Wrens to expand their range northwards 

but most will not survive the next hard 


winter. Energetic, loud, and 


conspicuous, the largest wren in (pp 
eastern North America is equally 
at home in moist deciduous 
woodlots, on the farm, or in 
shaded suburbs. Pairs 
stay together on their 
territories all year, and 
the male may sing at 
any time of day, any day of the 
year. The female often responds with 
a quick “growl” of (sAihrrr. 

e SONG A bold clear seakettle tea-kettl 
reakettle or cherry, cherry, cherry. Keach male has a 
repertoire of 25—40 or more songs that neighboring 
males match with a responding vocalization. 

e BEHAVIOR Most often in pairs. Sings from exposed perch. 
Usually stays hidden in undergrowth, but will emerge if it hears 
squeaking noises. Pokes into every nook and cranny, hopping 
with tail cocked over back. Kats mostly insects, larvae, and 
insect eggs, but will take small vertebrates, snails, berries, and 
some fruits. Common around human habitation; enters open 
buildings to inspect dark recesses for insects or spiders. Builds 
its bulky nest in any container large enough to hold it, from coat 
pockets and boots to buckets, flower baskets, and mailboxes. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 
e NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Altricial young 
brooded by female; stay in nest 12-14 days, fed by both sexes 


but often tended by the male while female begins another 
clutch. 2 broods per year, often 3 in the South. 
> 1 rp . ’ . 
® POPULATION Common. Numbers decrease in northern 
range after harsh winters, but overall population stable except in 
the Northeast and Midwest where it is recorded as declining. 
® KEEDERS AND 
3IRDHOUSES Suet and 
| peanut butter. Will use nest 
boxes, often filling several with 


Flight Pattern 


dummy nests. 


Shape qq => Location @® ox. 


val, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Habitat 9.@ .@ a 


Plumage Sexes similar 


T Migrati 
dace Nonmigratory 


DATE TIME 


LOCATION 


foes 'TROGLODYTIDAI | Species Ppryathorus ludowicianus | Length 5 5 inches _ | Wingepen 7.75 inches 


. . | @® CONSERVATION Declines 
Direct flight somewhat weak and 
| are nf enme c — 
fluttering with shallow rapid wing beat } or some concern. 
Nest Identification | St es, grasses, bark pieces, mosses, feathers, and snakeskin ® cavity of 
——+ 


np. or bank; sometimes old woodpecker hole, rafter, mailbox, bird box, 
cavity ® built by both sexes © 4-8 white or light pink eggs, marked 


bea 


© Jone slighth 
Aecusnr cd hill 


© while chin, 
throat, and 
upper breast 


BEWICK’S WREN 
Whitish underparts; 
long rounded tail edged 
with white spots; 
reddish brown to gray- 
brown upperparts; long 
white eye stripe; 
frequently flips long 


tail: voice differs. 


MARSH WREN 
White-striped back; 
long white eye stripe; 
white underparts 
washed rufous-buff on 
sides and flanks; habitat 


and voice differ. 


Weight () 7 ounce 


ee 
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|Family ‘PROGLODYTIDAE Pp Thry ' | Length 5 25 inches Wingspan 7 25 inches 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


BEWICK’S WREN 
‘This bird ranges across most of the 
western United States eastward 

to the Appalachians. It 
usually builds its nest in 
natural cavities, but also 
will nest in mailboxes, 
baskets, cow skulls, or 
almost anything that 
provides shelter. A tame 


fine, dark brown or black 
© barring on tail 


reddish 07 

grayish brown 
upperparts with 
barring ON ®WINES @ 


long slightly 
° decurved bill 


. . at . - os 4 
bird, it often resides near ee Ne. wT 9 
~ “— a 
farms, homes, and small lone rounded Pe ge, at 
: : eel aera es 4 Ye white eye stripe 
towns. For reasons still aU, DUN WHE dug ae 


spots on tips of 


largely unknown, the feathers 


Bewick’s Wren is now rare 

in areas where it was once 
common. Since at least the 1960s, iii , ' 
populations have seriously declined “— ie Oe en A. 
east of the Mississippi River. Color varies 4 te , pe 
geographically from mousy gray-brown in the q " aa 
West to rusty brown in the East. 
e SONG Male sings chip, chip, chip, de-da-ah, tee-dee, 
similar to the pattern of a Song Sparrow, but high, 
thin, buzzing, and variable, often ending in a thin 
trill. Call is a flat 7pp. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Often in pairs. Noisy and conspicuous; 
rather tame and bold. Holds tail high above back as it hops, 
often flicking it from side to side. Sings with head thrown back 
and tail depressed downward. Feeds mostly on ground or gleans 
food from trees. Eats mostly insects, but takes some spiders. 
Male builds several “dummy” nests in his territory; female 
chooses one and helps construct it. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 14 days, fed by both sexes. 
1 brood per year; possibly 2 in the South. 


¢ POPULATION Common in the West in open woodland, 
scrubland, and around farms and suburbs. Declining east of the 
Rocky Mountains with most 
dramatic reductions happening 
east of the Mississippi River. 

¢ BIRDHOUSES Will accept 
nest boxes. 

¢ CONSERVATION Of special 
concern, especially in the East. 


© white 
underparts 


CAROLINA WREN 


Larger; rusty brown 


upperparts; buff 
underparts; shorter tail 
without white tips; 
song differs. 


MARSH WREN 
White-streaked back; 

rich brown upperparts; 
buff-washed sides and 
flanks; tail lacks white 
tips; different habitat 

and song. 


Somewhat weak fluttering direct flight on 
shallow wing beats; often of short duration. 


‘Twigs, mosses, bits of snakeskin, and grass, lined with feathers @ in cavity of 
almost anything; often tree, man-made structure, hollow log, post, basket, etc. 


Shape w Location & Ee AR © built by both sexes ¢ 4-11 white eggs with flecks of purple, brown, and gray; 


’ ea val, 0.7 x 0.5 inches. 
ip Re oval, 
L) 


lumage Sexes similar | Habitatee Le a se | Migration Pastern birds migrate | Weight (4 ounce 
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Family T}ROGLODYTIDAE | Species Try uludytes aedon | rong" 4.75 inches 


HOUSE WREN 


‘This plain bird has a wide range, breeding from 


Wingspan 6_7 inches 


southern Canada to Mexico. However, even though 
its range spread southward in the East throughout 
most of the 20th century, IC Is NOt found now nesting 


‘n southeastern states. Despite its size, the House pale streak 

Wren is highly competitive when searching for ALOCE EVES @ 

nesting territory. It often | nareinne tell 

invades nests of other narrow: black Qrayish OPFOR @ eve ring 
hay Th Upper Parts @ 


wrens and songbirds, 
puncturing their 

eggs and killing 

their young. When it 
comes to selecting a 
nesting site, the male 
begins building dummy 
nests in almost any 
available cavity in his 


thin slichtly @ 
decurved bill 


@ pale gray 


territory, from natural cavities ree 
underparts 


NAITO” hlack 
barring on sides, 
cans, buckets, toolboxes, coat lower belly, and 


pockets, and mailboxes. Birds in crissum 
southeastern Arizona mountains have 


and nesting boxes to boots, 


a buff superciliary mark, throat, and breast. 
e SONG Sings beautiful, trilling, energetic 
flutelike melody delivered in a gurgling outburst and 

repeated at short intervals. Call is rough scolding cheh-cheh, often run into a scolding chatter. 

e BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Loud and conspicuous. Relatively tame and bold. Often 
cocks tail upward. Eats various insects, spiders, millipedes, and some snails. Male starts several 
dummy nests in territory as part of courtship, then female Joins 
him to inspect them and selects one to complete for nest. | 
Highly migratory except in extreme southwestern oy nie si 


i ~1> Tan a : WINTER WREN 
e BREEDING Usually monogamous but sometimes BITER ve 


Smaller; darker; 


polygamous. Males occasionally have 2 mates at same ume. heavier black barring 


e NESTING Incubation 13-15 days by female. Altricial young on tail, flanks, and 

eANy | 2 iy ; inderparts; shorter 

stay in nest 12-18 days. Brooded by female. Fed by both sexes eee: aes 
; ; tail; different voice. 


or female only. 2—3 broods per vear. 
¢ POPULATION Common in open woodlands, shrubs, farmlands, 
suburbs. gardens, and parks. 

¢ FEEDERS Will nest in man- 
made bird boxes. 

® CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Nestlings 
sometumes are affected by 


Flight Pattern 


Weak fluttering direct flight with rapid 


hliel » i F Ve: av 
shalinoracian beats bluebottle fly larvae and may 


' 
| aie in nest. 


- of sticks lined with hair, feathers, cocoons, and fine material 


Nest Identification 


Location a ++ A 


© almost vwhere in cavity of tree, bird box, abandoned hole or nest, 


Shape pg 


pipes, Watering cans, etc. ® male builds platform; female lines 


with brown flecks, occasionally wreathed; short rounded 


0.6 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage \awae cit Me T Mig ati . i } 
Sexes similar lisration Most migrate | We'8"t 0.4 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family TP ROGLODYTIDAE E . 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


- @ BEHAVIOR Often solitary; pairs 


Plumage Sexes similar 


Length 4 inches Wingspan 6 inches 


WINTER WREN a 


One of the smallest songbirds in North America, this short-tailed 
wren nests primarily in the coniferous forests of Canada and the 


northern US, but it also resides along the Pacific Coast 

from central California to the Aleutians, and gray to brown 

in the Appalachians south to 9 superciltary stripe stubby tail @ 
northern Georgia. It usually hides 
in thick undergrowth, but when 
excited it will fly up, perch, bob its 
head up and down, and deliver an 
alarm call or a rapid, cascading 
song that may last six to 

seven seconds and contain more 
than a hundred notes. ‘Vhis ts ARE 
the only member of the wren 

family found in Europe. 

e SONG Male sings warbling 

melody of varied up-and-down 

notes with rapid trills; some notes 

high, thin, and silvery. Also has whisper 
song. Call is abrasive chirrr or tk-t1k-11k. 


dark brown 
upperparts with 
faint barring 


in breeding season. Scampers on 
ground and in low trees while 
foraging, ducking in and out of 
root wads, in and around logs, into 
brush piles, and any opening or 
cranny large enough. Gleans food 
from surfaces, mostly insects, 
caterpillars, and berries. Sometimes will 
approach humans for bread crumbs. Bobs 
head and body and flicks tail, which is often eee 

cocked over back. Frequents habitats near water. HOUSE WREN 

¢ BREEDING Polygamous. ; apr t-Siges longer talk, Jess 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-16 days by female. Altricial young 
stay in nest 16-19 days, fed by female or both sexes. 1—2 broods flanks; faint eye stripe; 
per year. voice differs. 

¢ POPULATION Abundant. West Coast, northwest montane, and 
southern Appalachian 
populations permanent; others 
highly migratory. 

¢ BIRDHOUSES Will roost in 
bird box. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to habitat loss 
caused by logging operations. 


dark brown ~ 


underparts 


‘e heavy, dark brownish 
black barring on tail, 
Hlanks, and underparts 


prominent barring on 


belly, sides, and 


Weak fluttering flights of short duration 
on rapidly beating wings. 


Cavity filled with platform of sticks, covered with moss and grass, lined with 

: : —__] hair and feathers ¢ in cavity of log or stump, under tree roots, and sometimes 

Shape pg wy Od By in building ¢ 0-6 feet above ground ¢ male builds 1-5 nests; female chooses 
/ ¢ 4-7 white eggs with brown flecks concentrated at large end; oval, 


Location ha A Por gilt | 0.65 x 0.5 inches. 


Habitat ¢9@ 9.9 a Migration \fost migrate Weight (). 3 ounce 


526 e BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


Length 45 inches 


Wingspan 5 5_6 inches 


—_ — W “KA 
SEDC 1D REN dark brownish 
‘ : /, aan 
Camouflaged by its plumage, this wren lack ee on 
A ; . Crown ANd Vadck 
stavs hidden in dense marsh grasses, eee we 


except when it perches to sing, which 11 


sometimes does at night. Phe female 


chooses one of several rather ell- he 
© short 


concealed nests built by the male, upperparts @ 
slender till 


then lines it with materials of her 

choice. ‘This wren ranges over 

much of the grasslands obitestreiied © 
and marshlands of hack and 
the central and seapulars 
north-central 
United States 
and south-central 
Canada, often 
going where the 
habitat is most suitable 


3 whitish eyebrow 


@ huff to whitish 
underparts 


e short 
barred tail 


and often changing nesting 

areas from year to year. 

e SONG Sings a bold melody of 
single disconnected notes, followed by a rapid 

chatter of dry notes. Has call of chip-chip. 

e BEHAVIOR Solitary on wintering grounds; often in 
pairs in small habitats; in small colonies in larger more 


favorable habitats. Secretive, staying down in the foliage ¥ 
except while singing, when it often ascends to a more 

’ . t 
exposed perch. Scampers on ground in wet meadows and 


in low brush, foraging for food. Eats mostly insects and MARSH WREN 


spiders. Male builds several dummy nests and female chooses Larger; longer bill; dark 


one; males will often destroy other bird’s eggs when they crown; darker and more 
discover them, including those of other Sedge Wrens. 
¢ BREEDING Polygamous. 
e NESTING Incubation 12-16 days by female. Young altricial; 
stay in nest 12-14 days. Fed by both sexes, but female does 
more. 2 broods per year. 

> an ° 5 . 
¢ POPULATION Common in range but often very local; 
numbers may change from year to year. Rare in winter in New 


brown overall; unbarred 
rufous rump ® western 
birds have duller, paler 
plumage with less 
distinct white streaking 
on back @ eastern birds 
have richer browns and 
distinct back streaking. 


Mexice and casual to California 
in fall migration. 

® CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant with some 


birds wintering in northeast 
Mexico. Vulnerable to habitat 


eis 
loss due to agriculture. 


7 he: SE peer 
dentipicai 
pica apace 


Shape BY Location gy it Bip 


Stems, grasses, and sedges ¢ lined with plant down, feathers, and fur ® on grasses 
or reeds, usually near water or marshy area ¢ 0-2 feet above ground in grass ° 
male builds several nests: female selects one and lines ¢ 4-8 white eggs; oval to 
pyriform, 0.6 x 0.47 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar Migration Migratory Weight (3 ounce 


LOCATION 
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Species Ci styrhorus palustris 


Family TROGLODYTIDAE 


Length 45-5 inches | Winespen 5.5—7 inches 


MARSH WREN 


r X . . . 
[his bird usually stays hidden, but its song can 
be heard over the reeds and cattails of the 


black cap ¢ 


marshlands. The male builds several 


intricate globular-shaped nests, which have 
hold white e 


CVE STI pe 


side doors; the female chooses one and 
adds the lining of shredded plants and 
feathers. The male often roosts in one 
of the dummy nests. Some males 


have more than one mate, with brown upperparts e via 
each one occupying a small with black-and rei si 
' hi 


section of his territory. ‘Phe white streaking 
black-and-white streaking on 
the back of the Marsh Wren is 
less distinct in western birds. 
e SONG Sings a gurgling 
trilling melody, with rufous-bTown @ 
rump 


black barring e 
ON WINGS 


© whitish underparts 
with rufous-huff 
sides, flanks, and 


vestern birds singing < 
western birds singing a undertail coverts 


harsher song than eastern 
birds. Call is an abrasive /- 
suk-te-suk. Western birds may 
have more than 200 songs in 
their varied repertoire, while 
eastern males may have only 
around 70. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary; in pairs or small colonies, depending 

on the size and quality of the habitat. Often secretive, foraging for food in tall marsh grasses 
and reeds, where it gleans aquatic insects, larvae, caterpillars, snails, and sometimes other bird’s 


© black barring 
on tail 


eggs. Males often sing from exposed perches or even skylark before dropping back into the 
cover of the thick vegetation; sometimes sing at night. Often 


enters the nests of other birds and destroys their eggs, Similar Birds 


-{ sometimes having its own eggs destroyed in turn. RTT 


‘| ® BREEDING Polygamous. Colonial. B = Smaller; shorter bill: 
| : Z 
| ae J . . , os E buffy bre head and 
\| © NESTING Incubation 12-16 days by female. Young altricial; uuteg ack sal 
; al ¢ bs im upperpar S; GarkK 

stay in nest 11-16 days, fed by both sexes, but female does siveakine Gn Cmmamon 


more. 2 broods per year. rump; less distinct eye 


¢ POPULATION Common despite loss of freshwater wetlands. 
Most populations are migratory, but some in the West and on the 
coasts, are nonmigratory year 
round residents. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant; vulnerable 
to habitat lost to development, 
agriculture, wetland drainage. 


stripe; voice differs. 


Weak fluttering flights, often of short 
duration; alternates several quick wing 


beats with brief pause and wings at sides. 


Reeds, grass, sedge, bulrushes for outer layer; grasses, reeds, and cattails for 


central cavity, lined with shredded soft materials ¢ about 1-3 feet above water 


(but up to 15 feet) © male builds several nests, female selects and completes ® 
3-10 brown eggs, flecked with darker brown and sometimes wreathed; usually 


Shape ¢ Location AAA 


ovate, 0.7 x 0.55 inches. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family QINCLIDAE 
ae ae 


Species Cjy¢/us meNweanus | Length 7/5 inches | wingspen 9 inches 


AMERICAN DIPPER 


The American Dipper frequents habitat Vester 

mountains or canyons near streams fed by melting snow aa 
glaciers, and coastal rains. A notable characterisuc of 

the American Dipper is its ability to fly straight Sie aaa ate 

into the air from underwater. Penguintike its 


{ral At hla k 
@ /y/| 


uses its wings to “fly” underwater to 


depths of more than twenty feet. It 
may even walk on the bottom as I 


forages. This bird usually builds 


its nests just above the wate! 
level on cliffs, midstream 
boulders, or bridges, and 
often hidden behind 
waterfalls. Some of its 
behavior is similar to that of 

4a wren, and it often bobs its 
body up and down as it stands 
above the water. Juveniles are 
similar to adults but have a 
pinkish bill and are paler gray, 
especially on the underparts. 
e SONG Long series of rich 
warbles, buzzes, and trills, 
somewhat like a mimic thrush. Calls 
are a shrill loud zze/p, zxve/p, or /7eIp. 

e BEHAVIOR Solitary; in pairs only during 
breeding season. Wading, diving, or swimming to stream bottoms, this bird 


“.t a : JUVENILE 
feeds on aquatic insects, their larvae, clams, snails, small fish, and crustaceans. 


Sometimes catches insects floating on water surfaces or gleans them from rocks and logs along 
the shoreline. The dipping and bobbing of its body may be a visual signal to its mate when the 
noise of a mountain stream would drown out anv vocalization. Ranges as high as 11,500 feet in 
summer and moves to lower elevations in winter instead of migrating. ‘Territories are linear, 
following a stream for up to a mile 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Sometimes polygamous. 


e NESTING Incubation 13-17 days by female. Young altricial: 


stay in nest 18-25 days, fed by both sexes, but temale does 


— _ > See 
No other songbird in North America 


is similar in appearance and habits. 


more. Young able to swim and dive upon departing the nest. 


2 broods per year. 
Flight Pattern ¢ POPULATION Fairly 
COMMO Dut local. 
‘< =| © CONSERVATION 
Vuln ble to habitat loss 
—- - ~ | Caus | damming and 
Strong swift direct flight on rapidly pollut 
OTL nm Of streams 
beating wings 


Nest Identification 
— —_ Mosses ® 


‘am ©@ built by female ¢ 3-6 white eggs, 


| ef coy 2 Wa a | | 
Shape & lacatinon 44 unmarked; ch o 
ape 9! LOCcaluON ia & =X | ONL. 
: eek 


eS 


a = 
p aS ’ . . | Lahita . ; : 
lumage Sexes similar i ieaacees S A= Migratio 


DATE rIME LOCATION 


Weight 9.2 ounce 


nmigratory 
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Family REGULIDAE 


I Rl ta 


GOLDEN-CROWNED KINGLET f~ 


Living in dense coniferous forests, this tiny bird’s | » 


baseball-sized sphere-shaped nest ts so small that its orange patch on bw | 
Decor halicinch.eous iS ee eae ee crown bordered 
clutch of half-inch eggs mt e laid in two layers. mls sellow 


A tame bird, it will sometimes enter 
human habitations and not try to 
escape if held. It often feeds in 
mixed-species foraging flocks 

with woodpeckers, creepers, 
chickadees, nuthatches, and 

others. Females and 


broad whitish 
@ s/} ipe above CVE 


olive-green 
A upperparts 
ys 


black yellowish 


juveniles have a yellow short straight edged tertials and 
crown bordered by black. black bill secondaries 


e SONG Sings a song Poh 
beginning with 34 high-pitched — wimg bars @— 
tsee, tsee, tsee notes, followed by a 

rapid trill. Call is a series of ale Bull to 
34 high-pitched /see notes. whitish underparts 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 
‘Tame. Flits wings as it hops along 
branches. Forages through dense 
foliage of trees to pick off food. Eats 
mainly insects, their eggs, and 
larvae; takes some seeds. Drinks 

tree sap, sometimes taking it from edb tole 
sapsucker drill wells. May hawk = 
insects or hover briefly to glean 
them from trunk, branch, or foliage. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 
14-15 days by female. 

Young altricial; stay in 

nest 14-19 days, fed by both 
sexes. 1-2 broods per year. call ® only male has 


¢ POPULATION Common in cence see Cnn 
: / : : patch. 

coniferous woodlands. Populations may 

drop after harsh cold seasons on winter range; 

long-term stable, with range 

expanding to northeast. Many 

populations nonmigratory. 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Vulnerable 
to habitat loss caused by 
logging, especially of mature 
coniferous forests. 


RUBY-CROWNED 
KINGLE1 

White eye ring instead 
of white stripe over eye; 
underparts are darker, 
dusky greenish yellow; 
olive-green crown and 


FEMALE 


upperparts; different 


Weak fluttering flight, alternating rapid 
shallow wing strokes with a brief pull of 
wings to sides. Hovers over food before 
dipping down to pick it up with beak. 


Lichen and moss, with lining of bark chips, rootlets, and feathers @ in branch 
of conifer, 30-60 feet above ground ® built by female ¢ 5-11 creamy white to 
muddy cream eggs splotched brown or gray, usually wreathed; elliptical ovate, 


Shape Location 
p . ry 0" Wy 0.5 inch long. 


Plumage Sexes differ Migration Migratory Weight (2 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Lo SPE Regul calndil W0" 6,757.5 inches 


RUBY-CROWNED KINGLET small, often concealed, 


s red patch OH COOH 


[his small bird often is seen in mixed 
species foraging flocks with creepers, a 


nuthatches, titmice, warblers, and othe 


kinglets. ‘The red pate h on the male's 


‘rown usually is noc visible, unless 
- we e@ oltve-green 


he becomes excited, at which time upperparts 
he flashes it open and the whole hort black € 
crown seems to be gushing blood. 


The female and juvenile are similar 


to the male but lack the red patch. dusky buff e 
This species is widely distributed to whitish 
in the boreal zone across northern underparts 
and western North America as a 

breeding bird, it is highly migratory. 

e SONG Series of high-pitched ssee, see notes, 
followed by several ew notes, followed by a 3-note 
trill of Aberty-liberty-liberty; an impressively long and 
loud song for such a small bird. Calls are emphatic 
je-ditt and cack-cack. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. ‘Tame and active. 
Picks food off tree trunks, branches, and dense foliage: 


MALE 


GOLDEN-CROWNED 


av | ‘k or | ; ke food. E Safes 3 KINGLE1 
ey WK OF Hover CO Cake TOOd. ats Mainly insects, White stripe above eye; . 
their eggs, and larvae. Also eats some paler underparts; song 


fruits and seeds. Drinks tree differs ¢ male has 


sap, especially from the drill 
wells of sapsuckers. Has 
“nervous” habit of 


2 white 


orange crown patch with 
wing bars e@ 


yellow and black border 
e juveniles and females 
have yellow crown patch 


flicking wings when with black border. 


foraging *rhi | UTTON’S a 
raging, perhaps wile ola hs : _ ) | ~~ ) 
to startle insects tertials and secondaries a ee ee 


ee eS ee 


: ; i stout bill; pale lores; 
into flinching and 
: olive-gray upperparts; 


revealing themselves. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 


secondaries and tertials 


FEMALE 


lack yellow edging; does 

e SIREN RE ; : — not flick wings; white 
NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Altricial young eye ring broken above 

leave nest at 10-16 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. eyes; voice differs 

: ® western range. 


mixed conifer-deciduous forests. Studies indicate that populations 
may be regulated by conditions 
on the wintering grounds. 

® CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Vulnerable 
to habitat lost to logging 
operations. Rare cowbird host. 


> ; | are t ‘ . . -¢ 
| * POPULATION Common and w idespread in coniferous and 
| 


chen, down, twigs, and dead leaves, lined with finer materials, including 
® hanging from tree branch, 2-100 feet above ground ¢® built by female 
A i! creamy white to muddy cream eggs, splotched with brown or gray, usually 
. é tical ovate to oval, 0.5 inch long. 


120 Migratory Weight (2 ounce 


IME OC ATION | 
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DATE TIME LOCATION 


nsis Length 55-6 inches | Wingspan 9 5_10 inches 


MIDDENDORF’S GRASSHOPPER-WARBLER 


a é “ - 
[his Old World warbler is named for its song, 

hick fcaitie sat Ni | dark streaks on 
which sound Sl e a grass 1Opper. Although head and back 
the species is native to Asia, strays 
occasionally find their way to the western 
Aleutian Islands and Bering Sea white eye stripe @ 
Islands, especially in fall migrations. 
It is large and chunky with a long 
thick bill, and dark barring on the 
underside of the graduated 
white-tipped tail, which shows 
rufous-brown with a broad 


blackish subterminal band. 4 
This bird, like so many of ee 
its genus, is very difficult ye... 


is ¥ 


rusty brown 
upperparts 
2 wh ie 

underparts 
and throat 


brown wash on 
lower breast 
@ and sides 


dark brown rump 
SPRING 

PLUMAGE 

white-tipped tail 


Ne dark-barred white- 
upped tail feathers 


FALL 
PLUMAGE 


to observe because it tends 

to skulk in the dense vegetation 
and remain concealed in thick 
grasses and shrubs where it is most often detected by its song. 


LANCEOLATED 
WARBLER 
Smaller; paler browns; 
dark streaking on 
underparts; less broadly 


¢ SONG Sings a thin, insectlike grating trill of veechee-veechee- 
veechee. Often vocalizes during short flights. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Secretive; solitary or in pairs. Skulker. Forages 
for food in dense grasses and bushes, staying on the ground or 
well inside the vegetation. Eats insects and their larvae and 
occasionally takes spiders, small mollusks, and some berries. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 13-15 days by both sexes. Young . 


streaked on crown, rump, 
and upperparts; lacks 
white-tipped tail and 
dark subterminal band 


e accidental. 


altricial; remain in nest Chee ol 
. a : 

10-12 days, fed by both sexes. aoe OREO 

2 broods per year. e{ SoS 

¢ POPULATION Casual in fall 4 ler ~ ey 

to islands off the coast of Alaska - EB Gay oes 
in the Bering Sea. Accidental in Sige ey 
Short weak flights on rapidly beating Saari aiid SRE \ ie ( ra 
wings, alternating with wings tucked to ee naa a To 
sides; repeated. x 


Dead leaves, plant stems, and dried grasses, lined with plant fiber and fine 


materials © set in grasses or reeds on the ground @ built by both sexes * 5-6 pink 
Shape gq Location ge | | eggs, with black stripes; subelliptical, 0.7 x 0.54 inches. 


lumage Sexes similar | abitat a aw Migration Migratory Weight (6 ounce 


inn SYLVHDAI [ Species Phylloscopus fuscatus | Length 4.5 inches 
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Sea EO a EEL 


Wingspan 7 25 inches 


DUSKY WARBLER 


[ts small size, dark brown plumage, and lack of wing bars 

set the Dusky Warbler apart from the other Old World Re 

warblers that have strayed to Alaska. While many of hutty white 

these warblers are somewhat similar in CVEDTOWS @ dark br 0% N 
SVE Mie 

appearance, they are easily distinguished a 

by song, and the vocalizations of upperparts e 


this species are definitive ig ior daa 
The small thin bill, 
oval-shaped in © white eve ring 
cross section, 
sets It apart 

from sparrows 
and buntings. In 
flight this bird 
shows a rounded 
straight tail and 


brownish white 


@ AUSKY DTO% 


TOUNdEd STTQIGAT (au 


© brownish white 
underparts 


© huffy brown 
wash on flanks 
and crissum 


underparts. Although it is 
native to Eurasia, strays brown lees and feet e 
sometimes visit North America, and 

these birds have been spotted on the 

outer Aleutian Islands throughout the year 

and in the fall during migration on the 

southern coast of Alaska and as far as California. 


¢ SONG A bold and flutelike melody with warbling 
whistles that ends with a pleasant trill. Call is a grating 
check-check. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. It is a lively little bird that ARCTIC WARBLER 


constantly flicks its wings as it frequents forests and thickets in ~ 4 Larger; olive 

the mountains. Forages for food at a variety of levels in , ippenpares pale wing 
vegetation, often on th | os - | bars (1 of which ts 

« rs 5. ~ OT re . Te ‘ ; 

o ; ~ ; C groun¢ 2 ” ean ICIS Considered a ; indistinct); square tail; 
skulker. Sometimes forages by flying from tree to tree, where it yellowish white eye 


busies itself picking food off branches and leaves. Diet consists stripe slightly upturned 


os ci ee ; i : be ; whitisl 
primarily of a fairly wide assortment of insects as well as various eueaitcnane 


: underparts with 
other invertebrates. 


yellowish cast on breast; 


* BREEDING Monogamous; mates for life. Solitary nester. pale legs. 
Tur aeaak ac ; A . a 
® NESTING Incubation 11-13 davs by female. Altricial young 
remain in nest 11-12 days, fed 


Flight Pattern by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 


—— _ = @ POPULATION Accidental to 
| 


=e casual in North America in the 
ad | western Aleutian Islands. 
aaa ——— ———~ During fall migration it is 

| accidental to coastal south 


A 1 


\laska and to California. 


bark strips, and plant down, lined with finer materials © on ground 
in tree or shrub @ built by female ¢ 4-6 white eggs; subelliptical, 


semneateedll Scns _ 
_ wf a fe | Migration Migratory Weight () 3 ounce 


—_ LOCATION 
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Family SyLVIIDAE Species Ppy//ascopus borealis | *°P8Y 5 inches Wingspan 7 75 inches 


ARCTIC WARBLER é 


[his bird is the only Old World Warbler | 


. . : long yellowish white 

that nests in North America. After aad : 
. . . 7 ee ee . CVeOTO® CHUTVES hroad dark Wg 
wintering in Asia it migrates across the upward behind eye e @ eye lint 


Bering Strait and is a common summer 

visitor to western Alaska, where it morphed ei 

builds its sphere-shaped nest on the patches @ 

ground, hidden in dense thickets of olive-green 

willow or birch. ‘his very active bird upperparts @ | hee sus 


resembles a vireo. A wing bar on bill 


the greater coverts varies in 
appearance, and a second . 
: ; faint second e 
wing bar on the median wing bar 


coverts 1s very faint. 


et —e white underparts 
with yellowish 
wash, particularly 
on breast 


squared tail 


Ye brownish olive 
sides and flanks 


ae 


long primary 
projection 


pale yellowish Jia 


legs and feet 


Juveniles have 
yellowish underparts and 
a yellowish wing bar and eyebrow. 


FALL 

e SONG Sings repetitive, insectlike notes, PLUMAGE 
beginning with a loud z7ck or zick-zick-zick, 
followed by a raspy trill. Has call of buzzing dz7k. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Active; flicks wings. eee 
es ; a ; e Casual to accidental 
Forages for food in thick, dense undergrowth and shrubs. Eats e dusky rufous-brown 
mostly insects and other small invertebrates gleaned from stems upperparts; smaller bill; 
and foliage. Frequents thickets of willow and birch, often near brown legs and feet; 
: : of . yn . lacks wing bars; creamy 
water; sometimes in conifers or mixed coniferous-deciduous oe beset tel tat = 
+ gs ‘ K white underparts; buffy 
open forests, where it feeds in the crowns of trees. brown wash on flanks 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. tl 


¢ NESTING Estimated incubation 13 days by female. Young 
altricial; brooded by female but 

fed by both sexes; leave nest at 

- estimated 13-14 days. 1 brood 

per year. 

¢ POPULATION 

Fairly common in western 

and central Alaska. Winters 

in tropical Asia. 


Weak fluttering direct flight on shallow 
wing beats; often of short duration. 


Nest Identification Forbs, grasses, and moss, with lining of feathers and soft grasses ® on ground, 
hidden in tall grasses and sheltered by bushes or tall trees ¢ built by female 
© 5-7 white eggs, sometimes dotted with reddish brown, occasionally wreathed; 


Shape EY Location, smm—= ££¥ 


short subelliptical, 0.6 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat oop @ aw Migration Migratory Weight (4 ounce 


JATE : TIME LOCATION 
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Family S) LVITDAE Length 


4.25 inches 


BLUE-GRAY GNATCATCHER 


‘This slende bird can be seen in the I: ust Alack line on sides 


e v/crown 


foraging in the foliage of call trees; in the 
West it can be seen in thickets o1 


chaparral. Females are similar 
to males but have less blue 
in their plumage and, like 
the juvenile male, lack 

the black line on the while @ 
sides of the crown. [he lll 
high thin Speee, Specee, Speee 

notes, sounding like the 

calls of a baby bird, may 

attract attention before the he 
tiny bird is seen. 

e SONG Sings a low-pitched 
trilling z¢e-you, zee-you, heard 
infrequently. Its call, which ts 
given often, Is a pwree or spece, | . 


inflected like a question. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or 
In pairs. Forages in 


white eye 
trees, shrubs, or @ ring 
thickets. Eats 
insects, their eggs, 
and larvae. Flicks 
long tail open and 


pale blue-gray 
9 upperparts 


FEMALE 


from side to side. 
Forages near 
branch tips. Catches 
insects in flight. May 
hover briefly above 


long black slightly e 
graduated tail with 
white outer tail 
feathers 


‘ ; Si, while underparts e 
food before taking it in 


its bill. Disturbance of the nest early in nest building may cause 
the pair to dismantle it and rebuild on another site. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 13 days by both sexes. Young altricial: 
brooded by female; stay in nest 10-12 days, fed by both sexes. 


Flight Pattern © POPULATION Common. 


expanding northeasterly. 
® CONSERVATION 
aaa: | Neotropical migrant. Common 
| 
wail 


Weak fluttering direct flight with s} = ; : : : . 
CTU E USC TRAC WET SAR victim of cowbird parasitism. 


wing beats, often of short duration 


x 0.44 inches 


Plumage Ceyes differ 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Aluish eray 
@ Mpperparts 


| brood per year; 2 in far south. 


Population increasing and range 


line plant fibers, with lining of bark pieces and finer materials; covered with 
lichen bound by spider silk ¢ saddled on branch or in fork of tree, usually 
»-25 feet above ground ¢ built by both sexes ® 4-5 pale blue to bluish white 
ves, usually flecked with browns, occasionally wreathed; oval to short oval, 


Wingspan 5 75_6.5 inches 


ll 


“ull long black taile 
with white 
outer feathers 


@ while underparts 


BLACK-TAILED 
GNATCATCHER 
Smaller; mostly black 
inner web of outer 
rectrices; smaller bill; 
white tips on graduated 
tail feathers; different 
call © male has black 
cap extending down to 


white eye ring. 


BLACK-CAPPED 
GNATCATCHER 
More graduated tail; 
longer bill with gray 
below base; more brown 
in wings ® male has 
black cap extending 
below eyes and lacks 
white eye ring ® rare in 
spring and summer in 
southeast Arizona. 


Weight () 2 ounce 
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‘Family SYLVIIDAE | Spe lifo Wa ‘; Length 4 25 inches 


CALIFORNIA GNATCATCHER 
‘This bird was once classified in the 
same species with the Black-tailed 
Gnateatcher, but the California 
Gnatcatcher is darker overall and 
has different vocalizations. Living in 
desert sage scrub growth, its range ts 
limited to southwestern California vi 
y 


WINgSPAN 5 5_6 inches 


dark blue-gray 
if head and 
Upperpar 78 


black crown 


/ 
whitish arc 
® beneath eye 


long black 


and Baja. ‘he northern race ts 
graduated tail ¢ 


federally listed as threatened z 1 
rie : dusky gray ‘i 
due to habitat loss from ae 


: 5 throat and \ 
housing development in underparts 
ema areas. - buf wad one 
¢ SONG Repetitive buzzy flanks 


black outer 
rectrices @ith white- 
edged outer webs and 
nNarTow® white tips 


mewing sezer or zuve and 

drawn-out mewing zzzeceer 

that rises and falls in pitch. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs in 
nesting season. Forms small family 


groups after breeding. May join pate lores 


BLACK-PAILED 


mixed-species foraging flocks dark blue-gray GNATCATCHER 
outside breeding season. cap and nape Lighter blue-gray 
Forages in trees and shrubs _* faint white upperparts; pale whitish 


eve ring gray underparts; more 
; white in outer tail 
dusky gray face ) feathers and tail tips; 
more distinct eye ring; 
brownish vocalizations differ 
wash on back ¢ male has distinctive 
black cap. 


and picks food off foliage. 

Hover gleans, fluttering over 

_ up of vegetation. May hawk 

insects in flight. Eats mostly 

» insects and their caterpillars. 
‘Takes some spiders, small 
berries, and seeds. Flicks long 
tail from side to side or open 

» and up and down. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
Also solitary. 


————— a — a i 


BLUE-GRAY 
GNATCATCHER 
Blue-gray upperparts; 
white eye ring; white 
underparts; long 
graduated tail; black 
upper tail with white 


paler dusky gray 


: underparts on chin outer tail feathers; 
¢ NESTING Incubation 14 days and throat SENAiE iecalization’ dither 
by both sexes. Young altricial; e male has darker cap 


brooded by female; leave nest at 10-15 days, fed by both sexes. and black lores. 
1—2 broods per year. 


¢ POPULATION Threatened. 
Federally listed because small 
populations in restricted habitat 
are threatened by development. 
¢ CONSERVATION 


} Vulnerable to habitat 
Weak fluttering direct flight with shallow destruction. Rare to uncommon 
rapid wing beats, oft f short duration. : Pe 
aay pid wing Eat eee host to cowbird parasitism. 
i 
ee 
j Leaves, plant down, spider’s silk, and thick fibers and stems, lined with finer 


materials ® set in bush, less than 4 feet above ground ® built by both sexes 
e 45 bluish white eggs, finely dotted with reddish brown; oval to short oval, 
0.6 x 0.45 inches. 


oe Sexes differ | Habitat > a Migration Nonmigratory | We'8ht 0.2 ounce 


JATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape gq Location aie 
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Family SYILVIHDAI Species Poltoptila melanura : f Lengtn 4 inches | Wingspan 55-5 inches 


= = 


BLACK-TAILED GNATCATCHER 
‘This bird lives near desert rulches and scrub growth 


The male’s black cap sets it apart from: simak 


MALI 


enatcatchers, with the exception of The 
Black-capped Gnateatcher, which ts 
rare and local in southeastern 
Arizona. Males have white 

outer Webs on outer tall 


feathers and white terminal 


spots on eraduated tail 

feathers. Females have a : 
brown wash on thet 7 
blue-gray upperparts, 

especially on the back, and, like the e white underpart 
nonbreeding males, lack the black cap 

e SONG Sings a quick repeated jeA-jeh-sen 
Has calls of cheeh, a breathy sseheh, and a mew 
e BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Active 
Forages for food in shrubs and tn foliage 


and branches of trees. Eats mostly 


insects but some spiders and BLUE-GRA) 


ATCHER 


GsNAIC 


seeds. Gleans prey trom 
Bluc-gray upperparts 


foliage; hovers over Alue-gray upper 
. en including crown; white 


pu 


rchysl fp 
washed POR HIST 


prey and takes It 
with small bill or 


sometimes sallies 


eve ring: black call with 
white outer tail 
feathers; white under 

= tail with black central 
out like a small 


feathers: voice differs 


slender flycatcher e male has black line on 


and takes insects sides of crown 


, e@ whit 

in midair. Flicks @ Jong, eraduated 

— black tail with Cpe TAS BLACK-CAPPED 

. . . él rd aie 
tail from side to salt oe ealla- egal | whin al GNATCATCHER 
side or open and on outer tail underpart Y Long graduated black 
up and down. feathers, white tips tail with white outer 

webs on outer tail 


FEMALE 


OW CAL / tail leathe / 
feathers; mostly white 


e BREEDING 
Monogamous. Solitary nester 
e NESTING Incubation 14 days by both sexes. Young altricial; 


brooded by female: stav in nest 9-15 days, fed by both sexes. 


under tail; longer bill; 
voice differs © rare and 
local in southeastern 


\rizona 
!—2 broods per year. 
© POPULATION Fairly 


common in mesquite creosote 


Flight Pattern 


bush and in other semidesert to 


= | desert shrub. 
® CONSERVATION 


| 
—————— SS \ ulnerable CO habitat loss due ide) 
Weak fluttering direct flight witt Ie | 
eak fluttering direct fli | development and grazing. Host 
wing beats, often of shor be : 
to cowbird parasitism. 
ies | 7 
Nest Identification Plane down and similar materials bound with spider silk, with lining of 
—— —ey naterials ® in bush. usually Z=3 fect above ground e built by both 
Shape g Location gg, e 3~5 pale blue or green eggs with brown markings; oval to short 
a 6 x 0.44 inches 


Migration Nl onmigratory 


Plumage Sexes differ | Habitat yp 4» 


DATE _ : TIME LOCATION - 


Weight () 2 ounce 
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Family SyiVIIDAE 


Length 4.25 inches | Wingspan 5 75_6.5 inches 


r ~ ‘ rr rm . 
BLACK-CAPPED GNATCATCHER 
A native of Mexico, this bird has extended its range on 


rare occasions into southeastern Arizona, where it 
has nested. Like many gnatcatchers, it often 


wags its tail from side to side. Kemales are 
similar to males but are duller in color 
and lack the black cap. Winter males 
also lack the black cap but often 
retain some black flecking on 

the head above the eye. 
‘The slender black bill 
of this species ts longer 
than that of other North 
American gnatcatchers, | 
and the shape of the tail is 


MALE 


black cap extends 


@ helow ev 
: i Alue-cray head 


> and upperparts 


@ vraduated whitt 
outer tail feathers 


long black %& 


Lill with 
more graduated. gray base ORE 
e SONG Call is a rising and i 
falling mewing zecer. Song is whitish underparts @ ~ SS 
a short jerky rough warble. with smoky gray ' 


wash on chest 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 
pairs. lame and active. 
Forages for food in thick 
scrub and thorns and ts easily 
overlooked. Calls often and ts 
best detected by its voice. ee Pat ry 

) head, crown, 
Eats mainly insects, which and upperparts @ 
it gleans from the stems : 
and foliage. Sometimes 
the bird will hover 
briefly over its prey 
before picking it up 
» with its beak. Flicks 
tail up and down 
and side to side. 
¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous. 
Solitary nester. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days, by both sexes. Young 


BLUE-GRAY 
GNATCATCHER 
White eye ring; white 


outer tail feathers; 


shorter black bill; less- 
graduated tail; more 
blue-gray wings; voice 
differs © male has black 


line on sides of crown. 


BLACK-TAILED 
; GNATCATCHER 
whitish Smaller in size; smaller 


underparts black bill; only the 
outer web of the outer 


“q oi —— 

hy graduated black 
tail with white 
outer tail feathers 


tail feathers is white; 
black undertail with 
graduated white tips. 


altricial; brooded by female; ~ FY \ ORS 
: Se, / PLO 


stay in nest 10-15 days, fed by 
both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Rare in 
summer in southeastern 
Arizona. Fairly common and 
endemic to thorn forest in 
northwestern Mexico. 


Weak fluttering direct flight with shallow 
wing beats, often of short duration. 


ON | 


| Lichen, plant fibers, and stems, lined with finer materials ¢ low to middle 
levels in tree or shrub © built by both sexes ¢ 2-6 whitish to pale blue eggs, 
with reddish brown flecks; oval to short oval, 0.6 x 0.45 inches. 


Shape qy Location guj & 


LOCATION 


RTH AMERICA ; 


NLUSCI PIDAI | Species bieedula parva Leng) 4°75 inches } WINBSPAN 7 5 inches | 


i 


( I () 


RED-BREASTED FLYCATCHER 

Yne of \ 

lyvcatcn Cl } 
occasional VISIT [ 1) 
\leut in Wad oO 

Island, Alaska. | 


ind juvenile n 


creamy wash on 1 

| throat and a gra’ 

on the breast B 

sexes have a white 

ring and a black tat 

with a white base 

the outer tail feath 

© SONG Sings a bold 
warbling trill “777777 

Has calls of a whistled 
hu-lee, hu-lee and a Ir\ 
erating 2ee-// 

e BEHAVIOR Solitary o 
in pairs. Relatively tame 
Irequents mature conite! 
and mixed coniter- 
deciduous forests. Kats 
insects. Perches low to 
spot prey, catches while 
in flight, and returns to 
perch to eat. Often 


flicks its tail erect 
a  MUGIMAKI 


when calling. nd 0) FLYCATCHER 
¢ BREEDING cmmbeehene 
ye sray-bri upperparts; white wing 
; ~ ash on bar; white patch behind 
Solitary nester. eye; red-orange 
e NESTING Th | xtending to upper 
Incubation 12 to a ee eee 
: orange wash on throat, 
| 13 days by female. FEMALE breast, and flanks 
\lctricial young brooded by temale * accidental | 


Stay in nest 12-15 days, fed by both SEXcGs. | brood pel veal. | 
: ® POPULATION ‘This bird 1s 
| Flight Pattern casual to accidental in North | 
— | America in the western Aleutian 


Island. Alaska. In Eurasia it is a 


| 
| f Islands and on St. Lawrence 
+ OF 


1 


eaten - - 4 fairly common to uncommon 


Taseckdaadcecee | bird frequenting forested areas. 


Nest Identification 


nd lichen. with lining of hair and finer materials © in natural 


; ® built by female ¢ 5-6 pinkish vellow or green eggs, with rusty 
ae } nal ’ ubelliptical, 0 65 x 0.5 inches 

He | Habitat @ | Narerant 

Nites Pe 9,.% gration Migratory Weight (4 ounce 


TIME _ CATION 
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WY MUSCICAPIDAE ib | Length 5.25 inches __ | Wingspan g 5 inches 


SIBERIAN FLYCATCHER 


‘This Old World flycatcher breeds and nests in eh s 
the evergreen forests of Asta. Occasionally it white eye ring We 
has been observed in the western Aleutian 
Islands of Alaska. It is a small bird with 
a wide flat bill, typical of flycatchers, 
and a short straight tail. It has a 
partial whitish collar, a dark dark grayish 
supraloral Spot, and long Aiea a 
projection of the primaries. 
In flight it shows dark 
centers on its undertail 
coverts. In the field it indistinct pale 

| can be confused with wing bar e 

| the somewhat similar 

| Gray-spotted and Asian 

| Brown Flycatchers. 

e SONG The Siberian 

1 Flycatcher has a gentle J (ras 

} eae ong primary 

| chirring call. projection 

| ¢ BEHAVIOR A 

| 

| 


? supraloral spot > 


© short bill 


= © white throat with 
indistinct malar mark 


© partial whitish collar 


e@ dark grayish 
brown wash on 
sides and flanks 


» solitary bird; or in pairs. 
Fairly tame and 
approachable. It tends 
to perch, immobile and 
erect, to spot prey, then 
fly out to catch it in flight 
and return to its perch to 
feed. Diet mostly insects. 
Occasionally this flycatcher 
will flick its wings while 

}» perched on an open exposed 

» branch from which it does its hunting. 

This flycatcher is a fairly common bird in its native range in 
Siberia, where it inhabits mixed conifer woodlands on plains 


and hills. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 11-13 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 
13-15 days, fed by both sexes. 

1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION The Siberian 
Flycatcher is accidental to 
casual in North America in the 
western Aleutian Islands off the 
coast of Alaska. 


sRAY-SPOTTED 
FLYCATCHER 
Larger; smaller head; 


whitish streaks on 


forehead; heavy brown 


streaking on white 


underparts; unmarked 


undertail coverts. 


ASIAN BROWN 
FLYCATCHER 
Larger bill with creamy 


pink base to lower 


mandible; paler 
supraloral area; shorter 


wings; paler upperparts; 


unmarked undertail 


coverts ® accidental. 


Weak fluttering direct flight with shallow 
wing beats; sallies forth to take insects in 
flight, returning to same or nearby perch. 


Lichen with lining of larch needles ¢ on tree branch or set in fork of tree 
e built by female ¢ 4-5 green eggs, dotted with rusty brown; subelliptical, 
0.6 x 0.45 inches. 


Shape wy Location D> 


Habitat 9p 9,¢ Migration Migratory Weight (4 ounce 


TIME LOCATION 
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Family \{USCICAPIDAE ‘Spe uscheapa grise | “©ret 6 inches Wingspan 9 inches | 


A member of the Old World flycatcher 
family, the Gray-spotted Flycatcher anhite cohinioh LN 


makes rare appearances on the eve TING ® 9 supralorals 


western Aleutian Islands of Alaska. 


Although this Asiatic species « bik bat 
appears very similar in the field 
to the Siberian and Asian icine mater ak 
Brown Flycatchers, it 1s 


; ‘ @ while throat 
larger in size and has 


grayish brown e 
more heavy streaking on upperparts, 


its underparts. ‘This including wINgs 
small flycatcher with a 
very short notched 


4 
’ 

1) 

j L © white underparts with 


grayish brown tail f gray-brown streaking 


often first attracts an 

observer by either its a 
loud call or its wing bar 
nervous habit of 
flicking its wings 

while perched to 
survey the air for 
flying insects. It 
frequents coniferous 
and mixed woodlands 
as well as woodland 
edges in plains and 
low hills. 

© SONG Gives a fairly 
bold speet-teet-teet. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary 
or in pairs. A relatively . 

tame species. Often perches i aan ali 
on prominent branches from which it paler upperparts; lacks 
sallies forth to hawk insects in flight. Diet streaking on 
underparts; shorter 
primary projection 

® BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. * accidental. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 11-15 days by female. Young altricial: 
brooded by female; remain in 
nest 12—14 days, fed by both 
sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 


® POPULATION Rare to 


SIBERIAN 

FLYCATCHER 

Smaller; darker 

supralorals; lacks s 
heavy streaking on 


underparts; dark 


é white undertail 
COVETTS 


centers to undertail 


coverts. 

ASIAN BROWN 
FLYCATCHER 
Smaller; larger bill 


© grayish brown tail 


consists primarily of insects. 


GRAY-SPOTTED FLYCATCHER 
| 


| | casual on the western Aleutian 
| r ~~ 
| ig eH ea Islands. Uncommon to fairly 
; | W ligne with shallow wing : y: : : 
| bears: sallies out ta snatch insects in fliche | COMmon in Siberia. 
a eam ag 
Nest identification 
| Petia Seo Se OS Grasses, twigs, roots, and lichen, lined with hair and small feathers ¢ built by 
| | Shape Pe mse both sexes but mainly by female ¢ 4-5 greenish eggs, with reddish spots; 
i Fae — — | subelliptical, 0.7 x 0.55 inches. 
; | 7 OMOO de SEP SS ges | 
! _ ee ee we PA 2 : = oa | 
| “——— ss 
| Saas rps 
Plumage Cayec cimiie- | Habitat a igrati : i 
| PIUmAE® Sexes sim cael Se SPP Migration Migratory Weight ().8 ounce 


| 
Fo _C CLOCATION | 
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Family TP URDIDAE 


SIBERIAN RUBYTHROAT 
Occasionally this native of Eurasia makes 
visits to the Aleutians and other islands 


off the Alaskan coast, and summer 
visits may indicate breeding pairs. 
It frequents trees with thick 
undergrowth, where it perches 

to sing its pleasant songs. 

Females are similar to males but 
are duller in color and do not 

have a red throat. Some adult 
females have pinkish throats 

and juveniles have buffy ones. 

e SONG Has a bold flutelike 

call of feeyoueet-feeyoucet. Song is a 
variety of loud clicks and whistles. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or found 
in pairs. Often cocks tail upward. 
Forages for food on ground and 
picks food off bushes. Feeds on 


insects, worms, and various 


hlack white eyebrow and 


malar stripe 
4 ¥. =. 


olwe-brown upperparts, 
including wings 


straight 


black bill 


MALE 


red throat 
with black 
outline 

olive-brown 


gray-brown tail 


breast, sides, 


and flanks 


grayish 
white belly 


white undertail 
CoveTTS 


pinkish legs 


white spectacles 


wil tries. F lents ps. 
ild berrie Freq aia blackish and malar and feet 
open grasslands with lores stripe 


scattered thickets in 
winter as well as in 
migration. ‘Tends to 
skulk in the more 
dense vegetation, 
which makes it 
difficult to locate. 


¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous. 
Solitary nester. 


e NESTING Incubation 

14 days by female. Altricial 
young stay in nest 12 days, fed 
by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 


white throat 
with pinkish 


wash 


gray-brown 
breast, sides, 


and flanks 


belly 


¢ POPULATION Widely distributed breeder in Asia and eastern 


Rather swift direct flight, deliberate and 
on rapidly beating wings. 


whitish gray 


olwve-brown 
upperparts, wings, 
and tail 


BLUETHROAT Y 


white 
undertail 
coverts 


Female and juvenile 
have black malar mark: 


streaky black necklace; 
in flight shows dark 
brown terminal tail 
band and rufous patches 
at base of tail. 


FEMALE 


Europe; winters in southern 
Asia. Rare in North America but 
is an annual migrant through 
the western Aleutian and St. 
Lawrence Island. Summer 
records at Attu Island may 
indicate breeding. One record 
exists for ‘Toronto, Ontario. 


¢ built by both sexes, but female does most ¢ 4-6 pale blue eggs, sometimes 


speckled with brown; subelliptical, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ | Habitat@ @ sx Migration Migratory Weight ().7 ounce 


DATE 


TIME 


LOCATION 
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Fie veticaamn aeaake ee aes ee _ PEO 
Family TURDIDAI Species Luscinia svectca Length sad inches 


WINESPAN 9 inches 


BLUETHROAT 


"This Eurasian bird has successfully established a breeding bia 
population in North \mern bon the tundra ot northern yVelruw @ _— 
\laska. and itis a regular migrant on Sct. Lawrence 


Island. Ie usually hides on the ground unde 


MLALE 


dense thickets and trees, except when the 
male skvlarks or flies to a high perch to nto 


| Ee RG. if Ve ‘s have a pale 
sing. Kemales and juveniles have a pale chestnut patch 


in middle of 
© upper breast 


throat with a black border. [In all 
plumages, the bird can be identified 
in flight by the rufous patches at the 


base of the tail in combination with 
© hold blue 
throat and 
breast, 
trinmed below 
with blac f, 


while, and rust 


its dark brown terminal band. 


® SONG Has clear bell-like 
ting-ting-ting at the beginning of 
its varied, melodious song, 
which often includes 


imitations of other birds. © whit 


Sings day or night. underparts 
Call is a Auyt-tock. 
e BEHAVIOR white mustache e 


i. 
and throat 


Furtive. Frequents arene? 
overgrown thickets, blackish malar @ oltve-gray 


| ‘ upperparts 
especially near water. 474 upperpart 


| orages on ground <n a ae ee ee 
in low bushes for Diackiok Aecains 

—_ oliwe-gray tail has 
Alackish outer tail feathers 
© with rusty basal half 


food. Often runs on streaking 
ground and holds its 

tail erect. Eats mostly debe cide ai 
insects, small snails, and flanks 


earthworms, seeds, and 


SIBERIAN 
RUBYTPHROAT & 
lemale and juvenile 


some berries. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
Males have intricate display flight. Bt 
Male sings while moving around : 


¢ white to buffy throat; 

lacks black mustache 

: and black streaky 

female with his wings drooped, tail ‘ necklace; tail has 
5 nn FEMALE — : 


cocked, and head thrown back. uniform brown plumage. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 14 days by female. Altricial young 


brooded by female; stay in nest 
Flight Pattern 


14 days, fed by both sexes. 

| brood per year. 

® POPULATION Uncommon. 
Small Alaskan population stable 
or possibly increasing. Casual to 


regular migrant on outer islands 
| in Bering Sea. 


Nest Identification a 
a eS Grass, inner bark, roots, and moss, lined with finer materials © atop grassy 


} tussock or in shallow hole ¢ built by both sexes ¢ 4-7 light blue or green eggs, 


SS mi TY caowann 3K | speckled with brown; subelliptical to oval, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


TIME SC LOCATION 
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} Family "PURDIDAE Species Yarsiger cyanurus | “MBN 5_5.75 inches 


Wingspan g 5_9 inches 


RED-FLANKED BLUETAIL 


On rare occasions, vagrants of this sparrow-sized 


Kurasian native have been spotted on the outer 


Aleutian Islands and the Pribilofs, as well as dark blue head e 
azure loreal 


once tn California. It usually makes its home 
: ® slripe 


among thick forests of pine and deciduous 
trees, more often frequenting coniferous dark blue 
forests on hillsides near streams. 5 sll ail 
Juveniles are similar to females in 
plumage. ‘The blue plumage of the 
male is variable, and it takes several 
years for immature birds to attain 
the bright blue upperparts. 
e SONG Clear single whistle or 
short monotonous warble. Sings 
from exposed perch high in 
tree, often at very top. Call is 
a hucet or a hoarse keck-keck. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or 
in pairs or small flocks. 
| Very active. Hops 

vigorously on ground 
while bobbing tail up 
and down. Forages 
on ground and in 
trees for insects and 
berries, which it ahinne 
gleans from ring 
branches or 
foliage. Found in 
forests with dense 
undergrowth. gray wash 
¢ BREEDING on belly 
Monogamous. 
Solitary. arg 
e NESTING Incubation FEMALE combination of blue upperparts and 
12-15 days by female. Altricial young are se catia 
brooded by female; stay in nest 12-15 days, fed by both sexes. 

1—2 broods per year. 
Flight Pattern ¢ POPULATION Accidental in 

North America in western 
Aleutians and Pribilof Islands. A 
single record exists from the 
Farallon Islands off California. 
Rather swift direct flight on rapidly Common in Siberia as a 
beating wings. breeding bird. 


© white throat 


blue-brown Wings 
with azure-blue 
WINE COVETTS @ @ gray wash 
on breast 


© chestnut-orange 


flanks 


© white belly 


© dark blue tail and crissum 


——— 


—e olive-brown head, MALE 
nape, and upperparts 


blue tail and 
rump 


» aan en ann Sine teantaettitiinen comemmnaliiemmecnratadinecee diana 


No other species in its range has the 


Dead grass, roots, and moss, lined with soft grass, pine needles, hair, and wool 
¢ in stump, log on ground, or on ground ¢ built by female ¢ 5—7 white eggs, 
with buffy brown concentrated at larger end; oval to short oval, 


Shape Location = — 
P wy , FX *E 0.7 x 0.53 inches. 


Habitat @,¢ Migration Migratory Weight (4 ounce 


IDATE TIME LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes differ 


: 
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| Family PURDIDAE 


Length 5 5-6 inches | “@sPan 10.5-11 inches 


NORTHERN WHEATEAR dud 


‘This long-distance thier begins its migratory oray cape xX 
route near Greenland and eventually . 
_ Wile 
ee : . ” hip i 
reaches West Africa. During its courtshy seein 


: ‘ . » a gs Vy u 
display, the male sings while flying tie oes 


upward, continues to sing while hack and nape e 
hovering, then sings with tail 
© black eye line 


and ( he ¢ ks 


spread toward the female as It 1s hlack winese 


gliding back down. Females iook aemeginced 


@ half of tail 


and nonbreeding males are 


similar and show a white rump © buff wash on 


ay thal tf throat, breast, 

and tail base in flight. aelt Panks 
e SONG Uctters bossy hack 
chack and whistled Aweer. Song whitetail ¢ 
is often given in flight and bast 
imi f other birds © while 

aed - 
TTULATeS songs Of O = rds, underparts 
combining call notes into a 
scratchy jumble of warbled notes. 
e BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. MALE 


Bobs tail. Active; often nervously 
restless when foraging. Often 
makes short flights to hawk 
insects in air near ground. Picks 
rusty wash e 


on throat 
and breast 


food off trees and shrubs and 
forages on ground. Eats various 
e@ brown 
upperparts 


insects, fruit, seeds, and small 
bulbs. Inhabits open, dry 
areas of tundra and mountain 
slopes, often near rocky 

areas. Often perches on rocks, 


white bt /ly e 
trees, OF Posts. 


e BREEDING Monogamous. 
Solitary nester. 

e NESTING Incubation 14 days by 
both sexes, but female does more. 


FEMALE 


Altricial young stay in nest 15-16 days; 


brooded by female; fed by both sexes. 
1—2 broods per year. 


— ® POPULATION Rare on 
va Flight Pattern | Atiantic Coast primarily in 


autumn migration. Accidental 


+ , elsewhere. Fairly common 
e- , breeding bird in Greenland, 
Relatively slow direct flight with shallow : 
\laska and both eastern and 


Siberia, and arctic regions of 


wing beats. Sallies from ground and hawks 
insects In alr. 


| western Canada. 


er eae ay ie Sera! 
___Nest ldentifcation 
Shape oy Od 


vor i with red-brown; subelliptical, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 
ocation Rae 
—%h = 


Plumage Sexes differ Migration Migratory Weight 0.5 ounce : 


DATE TIME — LOCATION 


; roots, and moss ® lined with finer materials ® in rock crevice or wood pile 
‘round or cliff ridge ® built by both sexes * 3-8 pale blue eggs usually 


Habitat =, 
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Family ‘TURDIDAE | epeales Saxicola torquata 


STONECHAT 


‘This native of Eurasia makes its home either 
in open meadows with brushy areas or at 

the edges of marshes, where it often 

perches conspicuously on low bushes. 


Length 5.25 inches ‘i Wingspan 8 5 inches 


bla kb he ad 
and throat e 


Occasionally Stonechats have been 
observed on islands near the Alaska 
coast and once on Grand Manan 
Island off New Brunswick. Males in 
flight show a whitish rump, which 
contrasts with the black tail and 
blackish back, and a white spot 
shows on the inner coverts at the 
base of the upper wing. Females 
in flight also show a white rump 
and uppertail coverts. Juveniles 
appear similar to females but 
have white shoulder patches 

and pale buffy rump patches. 

¢ SONG A harsh /chack, 

like two stones being 

struck together. Call is a 

short squeaky /sk-ssk-/sk. 

Also has a variable 
twittering trill. 

¢ BEHAVIOR 
Solitary or in pairs. 
Prefers dry 

grasslands, moors, 
damp meadows, and 
hills. Forages for 
insects on ground; also 
picks off vegetation. 

¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous. Solitary. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 

14-15 days by female. Altricial 
young brooded by female; remain 


° Jf 
white throat € 


buffy wash on 
underparts 


LOCAtION gam Lee 


Shape gq 


DATE 


TIME 


FEMALE 


blackish brown e 
upperparts and 
black @ings 


@ OFANE-TUST 
wash on breast 


MALE 


white i e 
uppertail 
COVETTS 


© while underparts 


black tail e 


brownish gray 


upperparts 


Similar Birds 


No other male songbird in its range 


has a black head, rusty orange breast, 
and white rump. The pale rump and 
white bar at the base of the upper 
wing distinguish females and 
juveniles from other species. 


in nest 12-15 days, fed by both 
sexes. 2-3 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Casual to 
accidental in North America, 
primarily on islands off the coast 
of Alaska. Common in Siberia. 


Family "PURDIDAE 


KASTERN BLUEBIRD 


This brightly colored bird inhabits open woodlands, 


meadows, and fields. Its population has been tn serous 
decline due to competition from other birds for tts 
nesting holes, as well as occasional severe snowstorms In 
the South that kill them in great numbers. Juveniles 
show gray-brown upperparts with white spotting 


@ reddish 

brown chin, 
throat, and 
sides of neck 


on the back. a brownish chest with white 
bricht blue e 


scalloping, a white belly and crissum, a 
upperparts 


white eye ring, and a bluish tail and wings. 
e SONG Sings melodic chur chur-lee chur-lee. 
Male gives call of trwe-a-/y, true-a-ly. 

e BEHAVIOR Pairs, family groups, or small 
flocks. Gregarious in winter, often forming 


© reddish 
brown breast, 
sides, and 
flanks 

large flocks and roosting communally in 
natural cavities or nest boxes at night. Forages ankle Bolle aout 
in open from low perches. Flies from perch to undertail coverts 
ground and forages for food. Eats mostly 
insects, earthworms, and spiders but also 
takes snails, lizards, and frogs. In winter 


eats mostly berries and seeds. 


e BREEDING Monogamous. 


In pairs and small groups. = 
LT 


¢ NESTING Incubation white eve MbPerparts 
WAITE CVE 
? avy oe ; 
12-14 days by female. ring @ ] 
nest 15-20 days; pale chestnut 


throat, breast, 
sides, and 


brooded by female, 
fed by both sexes. 


2-3 broods per year. —— VESTER BLUE 
: =A : Blue throat and sides of 
© POPULATION white belly e—~ : SS FEMALE neck; chestnut-red 
Fairly common, but and undertail ja breast, sides, and flanks; 
i COVETTS 


: yale grayish belly and 
declined by more than ase 


90 percent in 20th century. 

Adversely affected by severe winters. 
¢ FEEDERS AND BIRDHOUSES 
Peanut butter—cornmeal mixture and 


crissum;: rusty brown 
back ¢ female has 
gray-rusty brown tinge 
on nape and back 
* western range. 


blue wings, 
rump, and tail 


commercial bluebird food. Nests in man-made bird boxes. 

* CONSERVATION European 
Starling, House Sparrow, and 
other’s intrude on nesting sites. 
Many nesting sites lost to 
cutting cavity trees. Bird boxes 
Relatively slow direct flight with shallow, have helped recovery, especially 
somewhat jerky wing beats. Sallies from those with proper hole sizes and 
perch to catch insect in air. | predator guards. 


Grass, weed stems, pine needles, twigs, and occasionally hair or feather ¢ in 
abandoned woodpecker hole, natural hollow in tree or stump, or bird box 
2-50 feet above ground ¢ built by female ¢ 2-7 light blue or white eggs; 
subelliptical to short subelliptical, 0.8 x 0.64 inches. 


Migration Some migrate 


DATE _TIME_ LOCATION 


Weight 1/1 ounces 
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Family ‘PURDIDAE PECIeS Fi, na __| “eneth 7_7.75 inches | Wingspan 11.513 inches 


WESTERN BLUEBIRD 


‘The Western Bluebird’s brilliant blue throat 
distinguishes it from the Eastern Bluebird, and 
its chestnut-red underparts distinguish it from 
the Mountain Bluebird. In recent years its 
population has declined due to loss of rh er oe oe 
habitat, especially large old trees, which it and head 


MALE 


—e fouch of chestnut 


uses for nesting cavities. Bird boxes have on upper back 
~e Inf ave -_ 3 and shoulders 

been helpful but have not kept up w ith estnit bide 

the loss of trees. Juveniles are brownish sides, and bright blue 

gray with white-spotted upperparts and flanks upperparts, 


underparts and bluish wings and tails. ® including wings 


e SONG Male’s song is (few, f-few, faweee. 
Also calls pa-wee or mew. grayish white 
¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs or small family groups. oesy oe 
p CTISSUIN 

More gregarious in winter. Often hunts from 

low perches from which it drops down on 

prey or hawks insects. Forages for food on 

ground and catches insects in flight. Eats 

insects, earthworms, spiders, and snails; 

in winter, principally feeds on various 
berries. Defends nesting cavity from 
other birds. Often roosts communally 
in winter, with many individuals 
sharing the same cavity for the night. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
Solitary or small colonies. FEMALE 


| ¢ NESTING Incubation PZ 
| 13-14 days by female. Young 
| altricial; brooded by female; 
leave nest in 15-22 days, 


bright 
blue tail 


CONSPICuoUus 

white eye ring e~ 
brownish gray 
upperparts 


Se pale gray throat 


chestnut-tinged breast, 

sides, and flanks 

grayish 
. white 


belly and | 


crissum 
fed by both sexes. Gt EASTERN BLUEBIRD 
2 broods per year. Reddish brown throat 
® POPULATION Common in = and breast; white belly 
open woodlands, riparian woodlands, cut-over woodlands, and 2” ive Banke 
farmlands; common in winter in deserts and semideserts. ; 


¢ FEEDERS AND BIRDHOUSES Mealworms, peanut butter 
and suet mixture, cornmeal mixes, and commercial bluebird mixes. 
Currents, raisins, and soaked 
raisins are also favorites. Will 
nest in bird boxes. 


¢ CONSERVATION 
: : Population declining due to loss 
Relatively slow flight with shallow wing Mahia and at +n 
beats and somewhat jerky motion. Sallies of habitat oe NESE SICES 
forth to take insects in flight, returning to because of competition from 


and undertail coverts; 
| perch; sometimes hovers briefly over prey. other songbirds. 


Grass, weeds, stems, pine needles, and twigs, occasionally with hair or feathers 
* in natural cavity of tree or in bird box ¢ 2—50 feet above ground @ built by 


f 
2 : ‘ 
Shape YF] both sexes ® 3-8 pale blue to bluish white eggs; oval to short oval, 


Location a hy + i 0.8 x 0.64 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Migration Northern birds migrate | W®'®" 1.0 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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orm 


Length 7_7 25 inches | Wingspan } 112.75 inches 


| Family PURDIDAE 
_— raat = 


MOUNTAIN BLUEBIRD 


‘Phe overall brilliant blue coloring of 


the male sets it apart trom other birds 


in its genus. Most often making tts 


home in the tree-covered mountains 


and open landscapes of western North 


sate . . » ) . . » 
America, generally above seven turquoise-blue 


9 vverall 


thousand feet, it is considered to be at 


risk by conservationists due to Its 
declining nesting habitat. In winter it 
descends to Open lowlands and 

deserts. Juveniles are similar to females 
but with pale whitish streaking and 
spotting on the breast and sides. 


e SONG Often silent. A low warbling 


tru-lee. Call is a phew. SS, WS 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs O1 pale blue « . . 
small family groups. Hovers more underparts % 

than other bluebirds, dropping on ; NY 
prey from above or pouncing on wilde da = 4 . 
it from low perches. Catches 9 ring 


® white belly and 
undertail coverts 


insects in flight and 


forages on ground. Eats 
insects, caterpillars, 
and some fruits : white-edeed wing 
and berries. Eats , coverts, tertials, 

. ER ‘ ¢ @ and secondaries 
mostly insects EMALE Si anes Ss 
in summer. BN =<—S 
¢ BREEDING dull brownish 


Monogamous. gray overall 


WESTERN BLUEBIRD 
Male is darker blue- 
purple with chestnut- 
iia red breast, sides, and 
Solitary nester. * “ 
e NESTING 

Incubation 13-14 days by 


flanks; pale grayish 


belly and crissum; rusty 


6 white undertail brown back ¢ female is 


: Tae coverts and belly tinged gray-rusty brown 
female. Altricial young C piel agite k 

; ; pi on nape and back; 
brooded by female first 6 days; > chestnut-red on breast, 


stay in nest 22-23 days, fed by both sexes. 2 broods per year. sides, and flanks 
: * western range. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common but declined over much of its 
range in the 1900s due to loss of nesting cavities to other species. 
Casual in the East during 
migration and winter to north 
Atlantic seaboard. 

¢ BIRDHOUSES Will nest in 
bird boxes. 

® CONSERVATION Habitat 


loss is a concern. 


Relatively slow direct flight witl 
somewhat jerky wing beats. Often hover 


over prey before dipping down to seize 


s, weed stems, pine needles, and twigs, occasionally with hair or feathers 
; © in natural tree cavity, ridges of buildings, abandoned nest of swallow, or nest 


Shape Od ee : 
pee iB] is x @ built by both sexes ¢ 48 pale blue to bluish white eggs, rarely white; 
Locati ‘te tare : 2 77 SN i subellipti ‘al t val. 0.8 ).64 inches. 
ation Ee ive AR | ns] stye iG H I cal to o il, x 0.64 inches 


Plumage Sexes differ bs | Migration Migratory 


DATE : TIME LOCATION 


Habitat @,¢ $ Fea ; 


weight 1.1 ounces 


BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA e 549 


Family ‘TURDIDAE lige Uyadestes townsendi | Length 8 5-9 inches | Wingspan 13.14 5 inches 


TOWNSEND’S SOLITAIRE f 


Its beautiful prolonged song given from high up 
in the trees, is in marked contrast with the 
rather plain-looking plumage of this gray bird. 
Although it makes its home in the high 
mountains most of the year, during the winter 
season lownsend’s Solitaire moves into the 
canyons, where it maintains a winter 

territory and protects a critical food supply. 

In flight the white outer tail feathers 

contrast with the inner black ones, and 

the bird shows white axillaries and a 
long buffy wing patch. Juveniles are 
dark brownish gray, with buffy and 
white scalloping on both the 
upperparts and underparts, as well 
as a buffy crissum and wing patch. 


e SONG A pleasant trilling and 
rich warble. Often sings in 
flight. Call is a squeaking eek 

or a plaintive whistled whee. 
BEHAVIOR Solitary or 

in pairs. Forms small 

groups in winter. Perches 
upright and remains still for 
long periods of time, thus is 
easily overlooked. Perches 

on exposed branch to spot 
insect, then sallies out to catch in midair and returns to 

perch. Also forages on ground. Feeds on various insects, worms, 
and caterpillars in summer; winter diet consists principally of 


white eye ring e 


gray overall 


~e buffy wing 
patch near base 
of blackish flight 
feathers 


black tail with white 
outer tail feathers that 
show in flight 


* juniper berries. In summer, frequents mountainous coniferous cor RETniAN 
— forests around 3,000 feet below the timberline; in winter, es” ~=MOCKINGBIRD 
descends to canyons with open juniper forests on lower slopes. my uperficial resemblance 
‘ ‘ - © paler gray overall; two 
e ‘ ary > Vy y - < = , 
BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary or small family groups. whadbh wind baw whic 


¢ NESTING Incubation 14 days by both sexes, but female wing patch; faint eye 
does more. Altricial young brooded by female; remain in nest Btce; longer hill 
15-16 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year (possibly 

2 broods in the South). 

¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common in montane coniferous 
forests. Casual to rare in winter 
in eastern North America. 


Rather slow flight; several slow wing beats 
followed by short glides. Often irregular in 
flight pattern, changing directions quickly. 
Sallies from perch to snatch insects in air. 


Grass, roots, and moss, lined with fine materials ® on ground, sheltered by 
1 overhanging branches, rocks, or natural overhang ® built by both sexes @ 3-8 pale 
blue eggs, usually unmarked, occasionally flecked with red-brown; oval, varying 


Shape po Location umm 47 ste 


from short oval to long oval, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Sexes similar | "abitat opp 4 6.¢ ae 2 | Migration Mioratory Weight 1.2 ounces 


JATE TIME LOCATION = —_ 
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INS 


cae eR 


amy "PURDIDAE 


Length 7_7.°5 inches 


Wingspan 1 4_11.5 inches 


VEERY 


[his bird is named for the lovely ethereal 
downward-slurring song of the male, which ts te 


heard at sunset, a repeated veer-a. Its one 


of the most splendid songs of any bird 
in North America. Its tawny and buft 
plumage serves as camouflage in 

the forest it calls home. [he 


Veery ts the least spotted of 


North America’s brown “ . “py 
backed thrushes, with the — 
western populations slightly a 
more spotted than the 

eastern ones. [his bird CTEAINY PINk 


haunts shaded moist 
woodlands with dense to 
scattered understory. 
e SONG Sings pleasant 


liquid descending wveer=u, veer huff breast with ¢€ 


@ creamy pink 
legs and feet 


uv, veer-u, With each note sung pale lawn) 


. hrown spottint 
lower, repeated frequently with r 


variation in phrasing. Call ts 


harsh down-slurred vee7; Summer white underparts ¢ 
evenings, woodlots and forests fill 
with the song of one singer cascading WOOD ‘THRUSH 
into that of another; the chorus at twilight ts re: Larger; dark spotting 

. 6 . yn breast, sides, and 
one of the truly beautiful sounds of nature in the Northwoods. eee ete 

‘ wv upper belly; rufous on 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Somewhat shy and retiring. upperparts, brightest on 
Forages on ground and in trees; swoops from low perch to take nape and crown; black 


streaking on face; white 


prey on ground, or gleans food trom branches, foliage, or eae-tiak 
ground. Eats various insects, caterpillars, spiders, berries, and _ 
HERMIT “PHRUSH 


fruit. Agitated birds flick wings ; ‘aise small cre Xe 
uit. Agitated birds flick wings and raise small crest. Both sexes yee ere 


guard and defend young. “see —supperparts; pale grayish 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. onl MIS ARES AE 
iterate : ; : a blackish brown spots 

¢ NESTING Incubation 10-12 days by female. Young altricial; and speckles; reddish 


brooded by female; remain in nest 10 days, fed by both sexes. brown tail and rump; 
white eye ring. 


1 brood per year (sometimes 2 in the South). 

¢ POPULATION Fairly common but numbers declining due to 
habitat loss on breeding and 
wintering grounds. 

® CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Common 


Flight Pattern 


nest host to Brown-headed 

| Oeiemlisatisdtactdunas. Cowbird. Vulnerable to habitat 

{ Relatively swift direct flight with ; 

| somewhat hesitant motion on rapidly loss due to deforestation. 

| hea WINS | 

— 7 . eT: 

Nest Identification “ s, bark strips, weed stems, twigs, and moss, with lining of soft bark and 
| dry leaves ® atop platform on dry ground, sheltered by shrubs, grasses, or 


weeds: sometimes in low tree or shrub, 0-6 feet above ground ® built by 
Say lorcatio a LQ, . ’ < 
BG. Sy LOCALION aumms iis - | female @ 3-5 pale blue eggs, usually unmarked; subelliptical to short 


| subelliptical, 0.9 x 0.65 inches. 
Weight 4.1 ounces 


—_—$<— 


| MASE Sexes similar | Habitat @,@ 996 


TIME _ _ LOCATION 


Migration Migratory 
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minimus | Length 7_7.75 inches | Wingspan 11 513.5 inches 


Family TURDIDAE | Species 


GRAY-CHEEKED THRUSH 


This bird is a truly long-distance migrant. Each spring 
some of its population fly from southern Brazil to 
Alaska, across the Bering Strait, and on to their 
nesting grounds in eastern Siberia. Others spread 
across the arctic tundra and northern taiga 

from Alaska to Newfoundland. It has the 

most northern nesting range of any 
spotted thrush. In migration it can 
be found in almost any habitat 
from woodlots to city parks. 

The Newfoundland race has 
warmer-toned upperparts 
with a sepia back. 

¢ SONG Male sings 

thin oboelike 
phrases, somewhat 


INCONSPICUous 
gray eye ring 


olive-gray brown 
upperparts @ 


grayish white 
underparts 


like the Veery, but pink legs and feet 
_ middle phrases rise 
, and first and last ones drop, 
» wheeoo-titi-wheeoo. Call is a thin 
high abrasive phreu. Vocal at dawn and especially at dusk. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Shy and retiring, often 
staying in the dense understory and thickets. More heard than 
seen. Feeds on spiders, caterpillars, earthworms, various insects, 
sand even small crayfish. In fall migration, feeds more on berries 
» and some fruits. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 13-14 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 11-13 days. Fed by female. 
| 1-2 broods per year. 
| ¢ POPULATION Common; southern breeding populations 


Z| 


i 
} 


© CONSERVATION 


on both breeding grounds and 
wintering areas to habitat loss 
from logging operations and 


Relatively swift direct flight with forest fragmentation. 


somewhat jerky wing strokes. 


rrr Be » a2 : 
enti fic ation 


declining due to loss of habitat. 


Neotropical migrant. Vulnerable 


black upper 
g mandible 


© black lower 
mandible with 
yellowish pink base 


© gray cheeks 


pale buff wash on 
breast and throat, with 
black-brown spots 


SWAINSON’S ‘THRUSH 
Conspicuous eye ring; 
browner upperparts; 
buffy lores, cheeks, 
throat, and upper 
breast; buffy underwing 
linings; different voice. 


BICKNELL’S THRUSH 
Formerly considered 
subspecies of Gray- 
cheeked Thrush 

© smaller; warmer 
brown tones on 
upperparts, especially 
on tail and rump; more 
extensive yellow on 
lower mandible 

¢ limited range in 
extreme northeast US 
¢ best separated by 
voice. 


Grass, sedge, bark, weed stems, twigs, and moss, with lining of grass, leaves, and 


fine rootlets ® on low branch of tree or shrub, usually 0-10 feet above ground 


Shape wy 


Location by & = 


Be Sexes similar | Habitatee yo @ Migration Mieratory 


ATE TIME LOCATION 


(but as high as 20 feet) © built by female ¢ 3-6 greenish blue to pale blue eggs, 
most often speckled brown; oval to short oval, 0.9 x 0.65 inches. 


Weight 1.2 ounces 


Fa 


® BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


mY "PURDIDAE 


| 
| 


| 
| 


| 


‘ 
! 


| 


' 


tyry a ‘ . . ‘ can j = 
UMAZE Soves similar ot %. 9.9 @F 


SWAINSON’S THRUSH 
Named for 19th-century British ornithologist 
William Swainson, this bird migrates through 
North America from its nesting grounds in 
Canada and mountainous eastern and 


western US to its winter home in the 
prominent buff e 


tropics. Migrating at night, flocks of sie Pavia 


Ne black bill with 
pinkish yellow 
base to lower 
mandible 


these birds give plaintive, Spring 
Yaener_like c: 1 > Al . 
Peeper-like calls in the darkness a on 
as they pass overhead. It often upperparts | 
travels in mixed flocks with bs bali cdecks: 
other thrushes, VIFCOS, and chin, and throat 
wood warblers. In flight 
these birds show buft as Dial Meansteniel 
underwing linings. brownish spots 
e SONG Sings 
upward series of 
thin, musical, 
varied whistling 
notes repeated at % 
intervals without pink legs and feet e 
change. Call is liquid w/7/ 

similar to the dripping sound 

of a leaky faucet. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 

Shy and retiring. Feeds more in trees than 7 biteoms waninh 
other spotted brown thrushes. Picks food oft we spotted breast; gray 


Ne whitish gray 
underparts 


GRAY-CHEEKED 
‘THRUSH 


Larger; gray cheeks; 


leaves, catches some insects in air, and forages for wash on sides and 
food on ground. Eats insects, snails, and earthworms. In fall Bailie; line eeay 
migration eats more fruits and berries. A habitat generalist 

during migration; prefers conifers and mixed conifer-deciduous 


forests for nesting. In agonistic displays flicks wings and raises 


upperparts; indistinct 
eye ring; different voice. 
BICKNELL’S ‘THRUSH 
Smaller; more brown 


crest. More often heard than seen. upperparts; tawny 
ee i — | and tail; 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. pe veahieie vaprorte 
: : more extensive yellow 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Altricial young on lower mandible; 


stay in nest 10-13 days. Brooded by female. Fed by both sexes. different voice 
1 brood per year ; ¢ northeastern range. 


© POPULATION Fairly common in most woodlands and 

— coniferous forests. Abundant in 

“Plight Pattern boreal torests. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Vulnerable 
to habitat loss from logging and 
deforestation on breeding and 
wintering grounds. 


Sticks. moss, leaves, plant fibers, and bark with occasional middle layer of mud 
i 


- 
ation he Eig . 
| ¢ lined with lichens, dried leaves, and rootlets © on branch close to trunk of 
! browns: oval to short oval, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


| conifer, or occasionally in other trees or shrubs, 0-40 feet (usually 4-20 feet) 
Location gy, ig ie 
Migration Migratory Weight 1.1 ounces 


seemipentemmeielinteie ae sae 
__ TIME __. LOCATION 


| above ground ¢ built by female ¢ 3-5 pale blue eggs usually flecked with 


ie a a 
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Length 6 75 inches 


Family PURDIDAE 


HERMIT THRUSH 


Often considered to have one of the most beautiful 

songs of all North American birds, the Hermit ‘Thrush 

lives in habitats with coniferous and deciduous trees 

and along forest edges. It is Vermont’s state bird and 

the only brown-backed spotted thrush to winter in 

the US. Color variations exist across its broad 

breeding range: northern Pacific Coast 

races are smaller and darker with 

gray flanks; western mountain 

races are larger and paler also 

with gray flanks; and eastern 

races are brownish gray 

with buff-brown flanks. = 

e SONG Song begins —— 

with long clear low reddish — J 

flutelike note and then bio ed 
; ; and rump 

rises with delicate 

ringing tones ending in 

thin, silvery notes; each 

phrase is repeated, and 

the pitch differs from 

that of the previous song. 

Call note is chuck, often doubled; also 

gives upslurred wee. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Often curious and 

approachable. Responds to pishing sound or imitations of 

Eastern Screech-Owl by coming close, flicking wings, raising 

crest, and raising and lowering tail. Often slightly raises and 

lowers tail upon landing. Sometimes hovers above food on 

_ branch or foliage and picks it off with beak. Forages on ground 

*for various insects, insect larvae, and other small invertebrates, 

including earthworms and snails. Also eats berries and some 

» fruit, especially in autumn migration and winter. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 12-13 days by female. Altrical young 
remain in nest 12 days; brooded by female, fed by both sexes. 
2-3 broods per year. 


distinct white 
CVC TINE @ 


oltve-brown to 
TUSSCL-DTOWN 
upperparts 


wii 


pinkish legs 


and feet 


¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common. Breeding range is 
extending southward in 
southern Appalachians. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 
Uncommon host to cowbirds. 


Rather swift direct flight with rapid wing 
beats. Sometimes hovers briefly over prey 
before dipping to pick it up. 


Wingspan 11.5 inches 


blackish upper 


mandible 


black-tipped 
lower mandible 
with pinkish 
yellow at base 


buff wash on 
breast and throat 


pale grayish white 
underparts with 
blackish brown spots 
and Spec Ales 


VEERY 

Reddish brown 
upperparts; lacks dark 
spotting on breast; 
inconspicuous eye 
ring; different voice. 


WooD ‘THRUSH 
Reddish brown 
upperparts; brightest 
on crown and nape; 
heavy black spotting 
on underparts; 
different voice. 


Weeds, rotted wood, twigs, mud, and other fine materials * lined with moss and 
grass ® on ground or low on branch of tree 0-8 feet above ground ® occasionally 

nests in rafters of mountain buildings ® built by female ¢ 3—6 greenish blue eggs 
usually unmarked but sometimes with black flecks; oval to short oval, 


Shape qy Location sm £\%. a 


0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


lumage Sexes similar | Habitat emp ae a Migration Most migrate | Wel8ht 1.1 ounces 


IATE TIME _ LOCATION _____ i ge eee 


| Family ‘PURDID Species Hy/ycichla mustelina \ °° 7.75_8 inches | W'N€SP8M 13_14 inches 


WoobD THRUSH 


In earl Springs the PCace aun flucelike songs ot 

the males are heard throughout the nesting wile eye TINS 

territory, announcing their arrival. [t PTIRAT igs ef pret qena al 

frequents moist forests oF large — xray black bill with 
woodlorts. but also can be seen in eres — creamy pink base to 
parks, towns, and country vardens upperparts e ¢ fower mandible 


When this heavyv-bodied big 


eved short-tailed thrush ts 


na 


yA @ black streaking 


on white face 


/ ‘ 
i 
vy e@ larve black 
/ 


agitated, it lifts the feathers 
on its head like a crest. 
‘The song, one of the 


most beautiful thrush 
spots on breast, 


tL sides, and flanks 


songs, Is given before 


a 


a 


prolonged at dusk, when , age _ ’ 
the singer perches high ~*~ 


FEdINY PINk 


daybreak, but is most 


above ground and delivers tt legs and feet e 
in leisurely fashion, rising and 

falling, until darkness silences him. 

e SONG A serene flutelike series of 

triple phrases, the middle note lower than 


the first, the last note highest and trilled, ¢e-o-/e, 
ee-o-lay, Call is an abrasive gui? or rapid pit, pit, pit. 
e BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Somewhat shy and retiring 
but may feed in the open on wooded lawns. Feeds on ground or VEERY 
i i i ol ; f if f Smaller; uniform 
Rel : y or 5 oy j W oO i 

In trees close sa erouns, g cons sani rom ee ouns OF das reddish brawn 
branches and foliage. Eats various insects, spiders, and fruits; Sg. upperparts; lacks black 
feeds largely on fruits and berries in fall migration. In courtship, spotting of underparts; 

“fp : ~¢ ad . : : longer tail; voice 
male chases female in series of fast twisting circling flights ae ; 
: : ; ° re . ° ° 7 ailters. 
within the male’s territory. ‘Lerritorial in winter. 

HERMIT THRUSH 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. Beanticn dick brawn te 


¢ NESTING Incubation 13-14 days by female. Young altricial; gray-brown upperparts; 
; buff wash on breast; 


brooded by female; remain in nest 12 days, fed by both sexes. 3 
: ; dark spotting confined 


Ditve : aT 
1-2 broods per year. to throat and upper 


© POPULATION Common in moist deciduous or mixed breast; rufous rump and 
tail; voice differs. 


deciduous-conifer woodlands, often near water. Casual in the 
West during migration. 


® CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Population 
declining in recent decades due 
to nest parasitism by cowbirds, 
forest fragmentation on 
breeding grounds, and habitat 
loss on wintering grounds in 
Central America. 


Flight Pattern 


Relatively swift direct flight on rapidly 


beating wings. Flights in woodlots often 


of short duration. 


Nest Identification 


Moss, mud, and dried leaves, with lining of fine rootlets ¢ in fork of tree or 
shrub, usually 6-50 feet above ground (but generally 6-12 feet) © built by female 


¢ 2-5 unmarked pale blue or bluish green eggs; short oval to short subelliptical, 


Shape gy Location gy eh rir 


slightly pointed at end, 1.0 x 0.75 inches. 


Migration Migratory Welght 1.7 ounces 


IAT CC TIME LOCATION 
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Species Tyr]us obscurus Length 8 5 inches Wingspan 12 5 inches 


EYEBROWED THRUSH ro 


Vagrants of this Asian thrush occasionally find their way 
to North America and have been recorded in northern 
Alaska, the western Aleutians, and the Pribilofs. It 
A vite : CONSPICHOUS ; : 
is a regular visitor each spring on the outer a ae ae yellow bill with 
Aleutians. Females are similar to males but dark culmen 
have a white throat with black streaking 
and are browner and duller overall. brownish olive upperparts, 
e SONG Call is a high-pitched wings, and tail @ 
drawling dee. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 
pairs. Flocks in migration and 
winter. Relatively tame. 
Frequents mixed forests 
| of birches, larches, and 
| conifers, especially 
along water. 


‘© white spot runs 
rom eye to chin 


& dark gray throat 
and upper breast 


MALE 


~e rufous lower 
breast and sides 


white undertail 


coverts and belly Ye white on center 


of lower breast 


and belly 


white 


Forages on ground 
8 8 eyebrow 


beneath tall trees, 
hopping and stopping brownish olive 
to jab vigorously at head, crown, and 
the ground or to pick REPEL pares 
food from it. Gleans 
‘food from branches 
and foliage. Eats 

ensects, earthworms, 
berries, and fruit. 


‘© BREEDING 
| Monogamous. 
Solitary nester. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 13-15 days by female. Young altricial: 
| brooded by female; stay in nest 13-16 days, fed by both sexes, but 
mostly by female. 1-2 broods 
per year. 
¢ POPULATION Rare to 
=-------~------------- casual in North America; regular 
each spring in western 
Aleutians. Fairly common to 
common in Siberia. 


yellow bill with 


dark culmen 


white throat 
with black 


streaking 


Similar Birds © ay? 


AMERICAN ROBIN 
Larger; broken white 
eye ring; rufous-orange 
breast, sides, and flanks; 
white belly and 
undertail coverts; black- 
streaked white throat; 
dark gray-brown 
upperparts; blackish 
brown tail with white- 


FEMALE 


gray upper 
breast 

rufous lower 
= breast and sides 


brownish 
olive tail 


white belly 


and crissum 


tipped corners. 


Flight Pattern 


Strong swift direct flight on rapidly 
beating wings. 


Rootlets, grass, sticks, and bark, with lining of soil and grasses @ in fork of tree, 
3-15 feet above ground ® built mostly by female ¢ 5—6 gray to blue-green eggs, 
with reddish brown markings; oval to short oval, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


| age Sexes differ | Habitatee oe ws Migration Migratory Weight 2.2 ounces 


ITE TIME LOCATION : ae ee 
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DUSKY THRUSH a 
The most likely place CO Spot this Asian dark head @ 


native in North America ts off the coast of 


Alaska in the western Aleutian Islands or 


Sct. Lawrence Island, but it has been 
© black bill with 


yellow base to 
lower mandible 


recorded in coastal Alaska and coastal 
British Columbia. Like our robin, this. _ 
bird spends time in suburban areas ; ith blackish har, 
where it may frequent lawns and 
ornamental truit-bearing shrubs 
and trees. he female and 
juvenile male are similar to 


© white throat 
with black 

; streaking 
the adult male but have rufous wings 


duller coloring. In flight 
almost the entire 
underwing ts rufous, 

as is the rump. e white underparts 
with blackish 
scallop pattern 


yellowish legs « 


and feet 


It inhabits cultivated fields, So ok, Se 


open woods, riverbanks, city parks, and gardens. EYEBROWED 
THRUSH Q 


Brown upperwings; 


e SONG A series of melodious whistles. Call is harsh shack- 


shack-shack. Also a piecing shreee. rufous wash on belly; 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Gregarious and often ERAF UP REP PRCA 

: es . Wink Be _ Hf , : ‘ white chin and white 
conspicuous. May form small foraging parties to large flocks on Beat iaithy: bias: 


wintering grounds. Forages for food by hopping on ground with streaking; white eye 

frequent pauses between hops to scan for food. Eats insects, stripe; white spot from 

earthworms, berries, and fruits. blade seallaping os 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. underparts 

¢ NESTING Incubation 13-15 days by female. Altricial young 

remain in nest 13-15 days; brooded by female, fed by both sexes. 
1—2 broods per year. 


Flight Pattern ¢ POPULATION Casual in 
Alaska in spring migration. Rare 


+ to accidental in coastal Alaska 
v and coastal British Columbia in 
winter. Fairly common to 


Rather swift direct flight with rapid wing 
beats. Short flights alternate wing beats 
with wings pulled briefly to sides 


Nest Identification —— . 
: Grass, rootlets, and twigs ® lined with clay ® on tree branch, in stump, and 


Shape we Location bia by @& sometimes on ground or cliff ledge ® built by female si +6 light bluish green 
eggs with brown blotches; oval to short oval, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


eye to chin; lacks 


common in Siberia. 


mee 054 ze, 
Plumage Sexes similar | “abitatee .® « Migration Migratory Weight 2.5 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


SN 
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Length 10 inches Wingspan 15—16 inches 


FIELDFARE =] 


amilY TURDIDAE | Species Tiyralys pilaris 


Se 


In 1937 a flock of these F uropean birds was 2 y; 
migrating from Norway toward Britain when bray head a 
a storm blew them across the Atlantic thin whitish . 
Ocean; they made landfall in Greenland. eyebrow 


yellow bill with 


A small but thriving nesting population dark tip 
has survived there, and vagrants rufous-brown : 
sometimes make their way to Alaska back 


buff wash on 
chin, throat, 
and breast 


and the northeastern part of North 
America. ‘The Fieldfare differs from 
other thrushes by its gray head 

and rump contrasting with a 
rufous-brown back and black 

tail. In flight the underwing 


white wing 


linings show white. gray lining 
x a) xis C TUIN Pp 
¢ SONG The Fieldfare f 


makes a repertoire of 
sounds. It makes a 
loud cackling. It 
also has a call of 

| shak-shak-shak. 

Its song is a 
pieced-together 
series of variable 
‘squeaking and different 
chuckling sounds and noises. 


° BEHAVIOR The Fieldfare is usually observed solitary or in 
pairs or small groups. This bird is gregarious in the nonbreeding 
‘season. The Fieldfare is noisy and conspicuous. It hops about 
-on the ground while foraging for food by sight and gleans food met : 
_from trees and shrubs. It eats insects, earthworms, slugs, berries, REDWING 
,and fruits. The Fieldfare is a highly migratory and nomadic bird. me Olay wah 
It frequents woods and woodland edges in summer and open 


underparts with 
black chevron spot 
white flanks, pane 
dark gray belly, and 


to black tail CTISSUM 


underwings; brown 


head and rump; black 


country, fields, and agricultural areas in winter. "spotted and streaked 
: : at, breast, and sides; 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary to colonial nester. aidan ani aei 
a buffy eye stripe @ casual 
¢ NESTING Incubation 13-14 days by female. Young altricial; to accidental in the 


brooded by female; stay in nest 14 days, fed by both sexes. 
1-2 broods per year. 


e POPULATION The 
Fieldfare is casual in Alaska and 
accidental elsewhere in North 
America. It is common in 
Siberia. The Fieldfare is also 
common to fairly common in 


Swift strong direct flight on rapidly the country of Greenland. 
beating wings. 


Mud, vegetation, and twigs ® on ground or in low tree branch # built by female 
¢ 5-6 grayish or bluish green eggs, marked with reddish brown; oval to short 


oval, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


ATE TIME Za LOCATION 
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Family TURDIDAE Wingspan) 4.75_-16.5 inches 


Species Ty rfys rufopalliatus \ *©"8" 9 5 inches 


RUFOUS-BACKED ROBIN 


[his native of Mexico is a casual but regular 


Cray head e 


yellow bille 


visitor to the Southwest. It is difficult to 


spot, however, because it frequents more yellowish @ 
dense forests and shrubs than the 
\merican Robin. It often forages in the ee yee 
treetops as well as on the ground. ‘The on whitch Ppoak 
female is similar to the male but has 

duller coloring. ‘he juvenile has 

whitish to cinnamon underparts  /w/ous back e@ 
spotted with dark brown, a 
brown rump, and brown 
uppertail coverts. 

@ rufous breast 
and sides 


gray rump, tail, e 
and light he athe 7 


e white belly 


© whit 
undertail 
COVETTS 


¢ SONG A weak gurgling cheerup-chere-chere-cheerup. Leisurely Similar Birds 
warbling, with 2—3 repetitions of some phrases. Has a call of 
Suk chub AMERICAN ROBIN 
CHUR, CHEK. Gray-brown back, 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Gregarious after breeding rump, and wing coverts; 
. . . ° ° . ° ~ i ke ii te eve ng; 

season, often forming in flocks in winter. Feeds in the tops of ere peren MARES ee a 
a, Og. : . black or brownish head; 
fruiting trees and sometimes on the ground where it hops and vellans bill: ieieheawenl 
runs. Prefers to stay hidden. Eats mainly fruits but takes some tail with white tail 
insects and worms. Frequents arid to semihumid deciduous and corners; white throat 

: if | ie @ 3 | ‘ with black stripes; 

- ; ; — pen edice 

mixed forests but also is found in plantations and gardens. cueanred neem 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. white undertail coverts. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Young altricial: 


brooded by female; stay in nest 
Pitshe Pattern 13-15 days, fed by both sexes. 


Swift direct flight with rapid wing beats 


2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Casual to 
rare in North America, most 
often in southeast Arizona, but 
also recorded in southern 
California and southwest ‘Texas. 


Nest Identification - 
Mud, rootlets, moss, and grasses, with lining of finer materials @ in tree or shrub, 


mid to high level ¢ built by female ¢ 2-4 whitish eggs, with thick splotches of 


Shape wy Location as bai aR reddish brown; oval to long oval, 1.1 x 0.8 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat o@ @, Migration Nonmigratory | “&'€" 2.7 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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us | Leneth 10 inches Wingspan {4_16 inches 


milY TURDIDAE 


AMERICAN ROBIN 

In many areas this bird is considered a sign of spring, though it 
is a year-round resident in most of its US range. It is among the — ?/achish head 
most common, widely distributed, and most well-known birds eee 
in North America. Juveniles are similar to adults but 

have heavily spotted underparts and white spotting —Aroken white 
and edging on the back and shoulders. eve ring 


——e yellow bil] 


‘e white throat 


* SONG A bold gurgling leisurely sing-song dark brownish with black striping 


cheerily cheer-up cheerto, with phrases often gray upperparts 
repeated. Has rapid call of su+-tut-tut or hip- 


hip-hip. brick 

e BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Gregarious after red breast 
breeding season; 1n winter often in flocks and 

roosts communally with other species. Eats iis 


earthworms, insects, and berries. Berries and 
fruits are principal diet in winter. 
Defensive of nest site and young. 
Adapted to human disturbance, 
especially agricultural areas and the 
combination of shade trees and 
lawns. Running-stopping foraging 
style in fields and lawns. 


white lower 
belly and 
undertail coverts 


white outer 
tail corners 


dark brownish 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. gray head yellow 
Solitary. Sometimes observed in bill 
loose colonies. j 

chestnut- 


¢ NESTING Incubation dark brownish 
12-14 days by female. Altricial By Uepeeaye 
young brooded by female; stay in 
nest 14-16 days; female does 
more feeding. Male often tends 
first brood while female begins to 
incubate second clutch. 

2—3 broods per year in south; 
fewer in north. and tail; heavy streaking 


¢ POPULATION Abundant and widespread in variety of on throat; yellow bill; 
habitats, including forests, woodlands, gardens, and parks. yellon Syemne 

¢ FEEDERS AND BIRDHOUSES Will come to feeders for 
breadcrumbs. Attracted to birdbaths. Uses nesting shelves. 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Becoming 
more common in the Midwest 
and onto the Great Plains with 
planting of shelter belt trees 
and irrigation. Vulnerable to 
pesticide poisoning in the 

food chain. 


orange breast 


JUVENILE 


yo. cat eae oe =f 
Similar Birds 
RUFOUS-BACKED 


ROBIN 
Rufous chest, back, and 


FEMALE 


wing coverts; gray head 


® southwestern range. 


Swift rapid direct flight on strongly 
beating wings. 


Grasses and mud, with lining of fine grass ® in all areas of tree, but with shelter 
from rain, or in building or nest shelf * female does more building * 3-7 pale 


blue eggs, occasionally white, usually unmarked, but occasionally flecked with 


Shape | Location 5 by ia 
IMABE Sexes differ Habitat 99 9,¢ J@ ui & a | Migration Migratory Weight 2 7 ounces 


ATE TIME LOCATION ____ 


brown; oval to short oval, 1.1 x 0.8 inches. 
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Family TURDIDAE 


VARIED THRUSH | 


[his uniquely colored thrush, unlike the American Robin, frequents 


dense damp coniferous and deciduous forests and undergrowth as well 
as suburban lawns. It usually feeds and spends time on the ground, 
except when the male perches to sing his somewhat eerie song. One of 
the most strikingly colored thrushes, it has orange underparts, 
wing bars, and eyebrows. Females have a dusky brown 


OTANLE CEVCOTOR @ 


cast to the upperparts and a dusky brown breast | 


bluish gray 


upperparts, 


have a scaly appearance to the nape, ANd (TOWN @ 
neck and breast and 


band. Juveniles are similar to the female but 


MALE 


have white underparts. 


e SONG A slow 
whistled mysterious- e black 


sounding caroling ear patch | 


white undertail € 


melody followed by 
’ COVETTS 


e wide black 
NEC klac € 


fast prolonged warbling, 

first high, then low, and fading at 
the end. Has a sott low call ot chup. 
e BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Forages for food 
on ground and low in trees. Often remains hidden. 


© rusty orange 
breast and throat 


Kats insects, caterpillars, berries, acorns, and & rusty orange 


sometimes seeds. Defensive of wing bars 


nest site and young. 


Responds readily to 0 orange eyebrow 


squeaking by birders. brownish aves s 
¢ BREEDING upperparts 
_ e@ and head 
Monogamous. Solitary. 
e NESTING Breeding 
biology poorly known. AMERICAN ROBIN 
| [ = - Broken white eye ring; 
ncubation estimatec solid gray wings without} |, 


at 12—14 days by orange breast e wing bars; white throat 
female. Young and throat with black striping; 

1‘ : chestnut-orange 
altricial; brooded by 8, FEMALE © eee vindurisees wecenst 
female; leave nest at : 27 breast band or 


13-15 days, fed by both sexes. 4 : scalloping; yellow bill; 
lacks orange eyebrow. 


1—2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common in dense moist 
woodlands, particularly conifers. 
Rare winter visitor in the East 
to the Atlantic coast. 

¢ FEEDERS Comes to feeders. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to loss of habitat and 
forest fragmentation due to 
logging and development. 


Nest Identification Dried leaves, inner bark strips, and soft moss, reinforced with twigs, lined with 


grass and rootlets ® on branch or fork of tree, usually 10-15 feet above ground 


Swift rapid direct flight on rapidly 


beating wings. 


(but up to 25 feet) * built by female ¢ 2-5 pale blue eggs, flecked with browns; 


Shape wa Location b>. 


oval to long oval, 1.2 x 0.9 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Migration Migratory Weight [Jndetermined 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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AZTEC THRUSH of 
This elusive bird often perches high in the treetops, remaining 
sull for hours at a time. A native of Mexico, it makes rare visits 
to North America and has been spotted in Arizona and Texas. 
In flight, note the broad white stripe at the base of the 

flight feathers. Females are similar to males but have 
lighter brown overall coloring with more streaking on 
_the breast and throat. Juveniles are scalloped with 
brown on the underparts and heavily streaked 

with creamy white on the upperparts. 


amily TURDIDAE 


MALE 


dark blackish 


brown overall e 


¢ SONG A tremulous slightly burry whecerr 
or dweeeeir, repeated steadily by the 

male. Calls are a quavering wheeceer, 

a slightly metallic wheer, and a 

nasal to clear sweee-uh. white uppertail 
_¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary seis 
_or in pairs. Somewhat 

| gregarious after 

_ breeding season, 
forming small groups ; : 
or joining mixed flocks up on tail 
of up to 50 birds. Best 

detected by voice. 

Forages for food mostly blackish loral 
»in trees and shrubs, but mask extends 

i sometimes forages on to auriculars @ 
ground. Eats insects, fruit, 
and berries. Frequents pine 
_and pine-oak forests. 

| ® BREEDING chest streaked 
| 

i 

if 


white pattern 
On WINES 


flanks mottled 
dark brown 


broad white 


grayish 
@ supercilium 


-e grayish brown head 
and upperparts 


- Monogamous. Solitary. and mottled me eed 
5 ) : wing 
& NESTING Breeding 
; biology poorly known. 
Estimated incubation 
12-14 days by female. Young 
altricial; brooded by female; 
Stay in nest estimated 13-15 days, 
fed by both sexes. 1—2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Rare and 
irregular vagrant in southeastern 
Arizona and ‘Texas to central 
‘Texas coast. 
© CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to habitat loss and 


Swift rapid direct flight on quickly forest fragmentation due to 
beating wings. 


white belly 
and undertail 
COVETTS 


FEMALE 


logging and development. 


Identification 


v | 
Twigs, moss, grasses, and mud, with lining of finer materials © on branch or fork 


of tree, middle to upper level ¢ built by female ¢ 2—3 light blue eggs, unmarked 


Weight a oe 


oval to long oval, 1.2 x 0.85 inches 


Shape wy 


Location ti 


ATE TIME_____ LOCATION 
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Family Pf ALTHDAE Length 6 5 inches Wingspan 9 75 inches 


4 
WRENTIT [Cdl a 
‘The male and female mate for life and spend most of their | | 
time together, feeding, roosting, and preening one another, | ia 
leading a very sedentary life within a 1 to 2.5-acre home a 
range. Very shy and secretive, the male sings a loud | 


“ping-pong ball” song while hiding in thick shrubs. 
The Wrentit has a short bill, short rounded 

wings, and a long 
graduated tail, 
which ts often 
carried cocked 
upward. Northern 
birds have browner ~~. 
upperparts than the | ~ ae 
grayer southern fang 
populations. It had 

formerly been the sole 
member of the family 
Chamaeidae but has recently 
been determined to be the lone 

New-World member of the Old-World 
babbler family ‘Timalidae. 

¢ SONG A series of bold sharp whistled 
notes, Pil-pit-pil-tr-7-r-7-r-7-r-7y, Tunning into a 
rapid bouncing-ball curr or descending trill. Call 
note is peeka, peeka and a hard dry scolding rattle. 


cTeadmy 
white eyes 


brownish or 
grayish upperparts @ 


eS 


short 


bill 


rounded tail 


lighter buffy 
brown breast 
with streaking 


¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs. Spends most of its time in trees and shrubs, hopping from branch to 
branch with tail cocked, and skulking in low bushes. Secretive and hard to observe. Best 
detected by voice. Forages in trees, gleaning food from branches and foliage. Eats insects, fruit, 
and spiders; feeds mainly on fruits and berries in winter. Feeds young almost solely on insects. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 15-16 days by both sexes; female at 


night; both take turns during day. Young altricial; brooded by BUSHTIT 
female; stay in nest 15-16 days, fed by both sexes. After leaving Smaller mastresied 

: . Sacks ae whitish gray underparts; 
nest, young tended by both sexes for additional 14 days and conan tilatke Bie packs 
may stll beg for food at 30-35 days. 2 broods per year. does not cock tail over 


back; travels in flocks. 


¢ POPULATION Common in chaparral, scrub, coniferous 
thickets, and well-planted gardens. 

e FEEDERS Will come to 
feeders for bits of bread. Also 
attracted to sugar-water feeders. 


© CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 
land development. Infrequent 
host to cowbird parasitism. 


Weak fluttering direct flight of short 
duration on shallow rapidly beating wings. 


both sexes ® 3-5 pale greenish blue eggs, unmarked; oval to short oval, 
0.7 inch long. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat _@ se Migration Nonmigratory | We'8ht 0.5 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape a Location Re 2s 
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= Dumetea ca Length 8.59 inches | Wingspan 4 4_4? inches 


GRAY CATBIRD her 
| Its black cap, long tail, and gentle mewing calls are helpful in identifying this 

tame gray bird. Frequenting thick undergrowth and bushes, it will reside in “Se 

summer in the ornamental shrubs, thickets, and hedges in farmyards and = 
| towns. An accomplished songster with the quality of the other members of 
| the mimic thrush family, it patterns its song with phrases, some squeaky, 
|} some melodious, but none repeated. The song is often interrupted 
| with catlike mewing notes. This bird migrates at night. 
. 
| 


Although primarily migratory, birds on odes 
i : a Slate-gray 
the coastal plain are nonmigratory. @ upperparts 


@ black tail 
black cap 


reddish chestnut 
undertail coverts 


short dark bill 


 @ SONG A mixture of 
sweet to melodious, thin 
to squeaky, and 
sometimes abrasive 
_» pharases mixed with pauses. 
| Does not repeat phrases like 
other eastern mimic thrushes. 
Some individuals mimic sounds 
of other birds, amphibians, and machinery, and incorporate them into their song. Distinctive 
mew notes often included in the phrases. Has call of quiet mew. Also a harsh guit or chack. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Often stays low in thick bush and is easily overlooked. 
Relatively tame, frequently allowing a close approach. Sings from an exposed perch: sometimes 
sings at night. Often cocks tail upward and flicks from side to side. Gleans food from branches 
j.and foliage and picks it from ground. Eats mostly insects, spiders, berries, and fruits. Strongly 
defends nest and nestlings from predators and intruders. Uncommon cowbird host: recognizes 
ptheir eggs and ejects them from nest. Often in loose flocks with other species in winter. 
-¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-13 days by female. Young altricial; | 
brooded by female; stay in nest 10—11 days, fed by both sexes No other bird in its range is slate gray 
but more by male. 2 broods per year. CE SS eas 
¢ POPULATION Common. 


pale gray 
underparts 


e FEEDERS Cheese, bread, 
raisins, cornflakes, milk, cream, 
currants, peanuts, and crackers. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 
Uncommon cowbird host. 


Swift direct flight on rapid wing beats 
over some distance; short flights often 

with several rapid wing beats and a short 
period with wings pulled to sides. 


Grass. stems, twigs, and leaves, lined with fine materials ¢ in shrub or tree, 


3-10 feet above ground (as high as 50 feet) ¢ built by both sexes but female does 


more ® 2-6 dark blue-green eggs: subelliptical, 0.9 x 0.7 inches 


Shape @ Location @& b> 


TIME _ LOCATION : _ 


° Sexes similar 
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Family \{IMIDAE 


NORTHERN MOCKINGBIRD 


‘True to its scientific name, polyg/ottos, meaning “many 
tongued,” this bird imitates dozens of other birds, as 
well as other animals, insects, machinery, and even 
musical instruments. Traditionally considered a 
southern bird, it has adapted to a wide range 

of habitats, from lush southern plantation 


2 & Aite 
WIN bars¢ 


gardens to dry cactus land. Although 
nonmigratory over most of its 
range, northernmost 
populations do 
migrate. When 
sparring with a rival 
or when in flight, the 
large white wing patches 

and the white outer tail feathers 
flash conspicuously. Juveniles have 
underparts spotted with gray-browns. 


© Jong blackish gray tail 
with white outer feathers 


large white @ 
wing patches on 
blackish wings 


¢ SONG Perches to sing a variety of original 

and imitative sounds, each repeated 3-5 (or more) times. 
Also has an evening “whisper song.” Call is a bold abrasive 
check. Often flutters skyward while singing and tumbles back 

to perch. May sing well into the night or, on moonlit nights or 
under the glow of a security light, may sing all night. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Conspicuous. Forages on 
ground and in bushes and trees. Lifts wings straight up with a 
jerky snap to bring insects out of hiding. Eats various insects 
and fruit. Very defensive during breeding season, especially 
close to the nest or young. Will attack larger birds and mammals 
that come too near. Sexes defend separate winter feeding 
territory. Has adapted well to disturbed habitats created by man 
and thrives in suburbs, towns, villages, and farmlands. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Long-term pair 
bonds. Males perform display where they face one another and 
hop sideways, trying to keep other birds out of territory. 

e NESTING Incubation 12-13 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 11-13 days, fed by both sexes. 
2—3 broods per vear. 

¢ POPULATION Common. 
Range is expanding north, 
particularly to the Northeast. 
Casual north of the mapped 
distribution range, sometimes 
as far north as Alaska. 

¢ FEEDERS Will come for 
bread, suet, and raisins. 


Long flight is swift and strong on steadily 
beating wings. Shorter flights with several 
quick wing strokes alternated with wings 
pulled to sides; repeated. 


Shape wa Location > ha 


Plumage Sexes similar 


DATE 


TIME LOCATION 


Sticks, stems, bits of fabric, dead leaves, and string, lined with finer materials 


by both sexes ¢ 2-6 blue-green eggs, with splotches of brown; oval to short 
oval, occasionally short subelliptical, 1.0 x 0.8 inches. 


Habitat @ gw 18 see ew | Mizration Nonmigratory 


Length 1() inches 


medium ora) 
uppe TParts @ 


@ short 
blac kish 
hill 


~e gray-white 


underparts 


JUVENILE 


BAHAMA 
MOCKINGBIRD 
Larger; lacks white 
wing patches; browner 
upperparts; streaking 
on neck and flanks; 
white-tipped tail 

® eastern range. 


‘TOWNSEND'S 
SOLITAIRE 

Darker gray; white eye 
ring; buff wing patches; 
shorter bill; white outer 
tail feathers. 


ae 
op 
Cn} 


< 


alors 
a 2 


i 
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Le 
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, Length 8.5 inches Wingspan 11.5 inches 


SAGE THRASHER 4 


At dawn the male Sage Thrasher flies to a high 

perch and sings its pleasant song over the “tp 
: 4 ; e yellow eves bed 

sagebrush plains. Slightly smaller than a robin, 

its short bill, ashy brown upperparts, and 

striped breast set it apart from other 

thrashers in its range. This shy bird 

quickly flies away when approached 

and slips into the thick sagebrush 2 white 

or runs off on the ground. Its wing bars 

streaking may be very faded 

and faint on individuals 

with worn plumage. The 

juvenile has a streaked 

head and back. 


brownish gray 
upperparts @ 
@ short, straight, 
slender bill 


whitish underparts 
with heavy brownish 
gray streaking on 
breast, sides, and flanks 


white-tipped outer 
@ tail feathers 


CURVE-BILLED 
THRASHER 

Larger in size; longer 
decurved bill; lighter 
spotting/mottling on 
breast; indistinct wing 
bars; white-tipped outer 
tail feathers; buffy 

e SONG Perches to sing pleasant warbled phrases, continuously crissum. 


varied, sometimes repeated. Alarm call is chuck-chuck. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Perches high in a 
conspicuous place to sing. Sometimes sings in flight. Shy and 


CACTUS WREN 
Brown cap; broad white 
supercilium; long 


decurved bill: 


tiring. ‘Terrestrial, spending considerable time on ground, epenpane staked 
where it moves quickly in searching for food. Feeds primarily rusty brown and white: 
on insects and fruit, which it gleans from soil or foliage. iene pie! 

¥ . eavily spotted with 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. black: tawny-buff flanks, 
¢ NESTING Incubation 13-17 days by both sexes. Young sides, and crissum: white 


band on rail. 


altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 11-14 days, fed by both 
sexes. 1-2 broods per year. Rejects cowbird eggs. 
| ____ ® POPULATION Common to 
fairly common in sagebrush 

{ plains. Casual to accidental in 
| «tT 7 4 x_| the East and on Pacific Coast. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Clearing 
of sagebrush flats has led to 
declining population. 


Fairly swift flight on shallow wing beats. 
For short flights, several rapid wing 
strokes are alternated with a brief period 


with wings pulled to sides; repeated. 


Twigs, forbs, bits of bark, and leaves, lined with fine materials @ in sage, other 


bush, or on ground ® usually less than 3 feet above ground ¢ built by both sexes 


hort OV il, 


¢ 4-7 deep or greenish blue eggs, heavily spotted with browns; oval to s 


Shape ee 


1.0 x 0.8 inches. 


‘TE TIME LOCATION = = 


Location s— 


> Sexes similar 
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Length 11.5 inches 


Wingspan 12 5_14 inches | 


’ 


Family M{IMIDAE 


ee eee 


BROWN THRASHER 


his shy bird becomes highly aggressive when 


‘ . : . ‘ long decurved brownish 
detending its young, often charging toward the head : : = 
5 os black bill with paler 


of any intruder. ‘he male bird sings from an base to lower mandible @ 


exposed perch, sometimes quite high. It is able to 


imitate other birds but most often sings its own 


song, Which 1s a curious mixture of musical 
~e deep 


phrases. Its bright rufous upperparts and 
yellow eyes 


hear ily streaked underparts distinguish ee 
this species trom all other thrashers in upperparts e 
its range. Although primarily migratory, 

birds in the South do not migrate. 

e SONG Male sings conversation- 

like phrases of he//o, hello, yes, yes, 

who ts this? Who ts this? I should say, 

| should say, with the varied Suitine— 
phrases being given in two's wing bars 
and three’s. Reported to have 
the largest song repertoire of 
all North American birds 
with more than 1,100 song 
types recorded. Call is a 

bold smack or churr. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or 

in pairs. Highly terrestrial; 
forages on or near ground for 


pale buff 10 
white underparts 
with heavy 
streaking 


food. Finds insects by digging 
with bill. Eats mainly insects, | 
small amphibians, fruit, and earl i 
some grains. Runs quickly on brown tail LLONG-BILLED 
ground; turns over leaves and Lsaairanascet 

moves debris with bill. naetiestes acts i 


streaking on creamy 
white underparts; 
2 white wing bars; 
longer, more decurved 
bill; reddish orange eye; 
long gray-brown tail. 


Frequents dense brush, early 
successional stage woodlots, and forest edges. Has adapted to 
living in shrubby ornamental vegetation of suburbs and gardens. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 11-14 days by both sexes. Young 
altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 9-13 days, fed by both 
sexes. 2-3 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common to 
fairly common. Rare in the 
Maritimes and in the West. 

¢ FEEDERS Will sometimes 


Rather fast flight on shallow wing beats. : . $8 

oa 2 reper Pe tend feeders for raisins, suet, 
Short flights are made with several rapid 
wing beats alternated with brief periods 
with wings pulled to sides; repeated. 


and bread. 


Sticks, grasses, and dried leaves, lined with fine grasses ¢ in bush, on ground, or 
in low tree, usually 1-10 feet above ground ® built by both sexes ¢ 2-6 pale 
bluish white or white eggs, with pale brown specks, occasionally wreathed; oval 


Shape Location a 
P @ = & fix to short oval, 0.1 x 0.8 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat > @ a Migration Migratory Weight 2.4 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


=; 
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LONG-BILLED THRASHER yellow OTANGE CVES @ 


This native of eastern Mexico and southern 
Texas is similar to the Brown ‘Thrasher in 

habit and appearance, but it has a longer, 

more decurved bill. Its plumage is more 

gray, although the time of year and the 

extent of the bird’s molt of the grayish brown 
feathers also can affect color. Highly — «pperparts 
terrestrial, foraging on or near the 
ground, it flies to a high open perch 
to sing. This bird is most at home 
in the dense undergrowth of river- 
bottom forests but also is found 
in the cactus and mesquite of 

| drier uplands. 

_@ SONG Male perches to sing 
conversation-like phrases, 

similar to the Brown Thrasher, 

in doubles and triples. Various 
calls of ¢suck, a soft leak, and a 
bold flutelike cheeooep. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 
pairs. Terrestrial. Somewhat shy, 
retreating when approached. 
Runs on ground; forages for food 
, on ground and low in trees and 

» Shrubs. Often finds insects by 

_) digging in ground with bill. Eats 
mostly insects, small amphibians, 
and fruit. Maintains interspecific 

’ winter territories with Brown 
_.Uhrasher when both are present. 


h 


I 


»* BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. decu 
| ¢ NESTING Incubation 13-14 days by both sexes. Altricial ne 
_ young brooded by female for just 2 days; leave nest at buffy 
| 12-14 days, fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. a 


¢ POPULATION Common in brush and scrubland, bottomland 
willows, and dense forest habitat. Rare in western Texas. Accidental 
| in New Mexico and Colorado. 


h Flight Pattern © CONSERVATION Declining 


in southern Texas due to 
Long flights are relatively swift on rapidly 


clearing of brushlands for 
development and agriculture. 
beating wings. Shorter flights with several 
fast shallow wing strokes alternated with 


Common host to cowbird eggs. 
brief periods with wings pulled to sides. 


Wingspan 12. 


Ne dark malar 


§; 


wing bars 


underparts with 


streaking 


Similar Birds 


BROWN THRASHER 
Shorter bill is not as 


[ERICA ¢ 567 


5-13.5 inches 


e long black 
decurved bill 


tripe Ay 


2 white 


creamy buff 


eavy black 


rved: more rusty 
n upperparts; 
n streaking on 


underparts; white 
bars: long rufous- 
iil; vellow eve 


Prickly sticks, with lining of straw and soft grasses ® in middl 


a _ Nest Identification 


Shape ] Location gay ae 
> 


greenish white eggs, speckled with reddish brown, occasional! 


to short oval, 1.1 x 0.8 inches. 


Migration Ni onmigratory 


UMABE Sexes similar | Habitat _@ op @ oe 


ATE TIME __ _ LOCATION 


or small tree, 4-10 feet above ground @ built by both sexes ¢ 2 


of shrub. bush. 
5 blue-vreen or 


wreathed; ovate 


Weight 2 4 ounces | 
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Family MIMIDAE 


BENDIRE’S THRASHER — 


Ihe plumage of this bird serves as camouflage in its desertlike 


surroundings in southwestern North America. Like most 
thrashers, the male perches in an exposed elevated 
place to sing, but spends much of its time 


yellow eyes @ 


foraging on the ground. It often raises 
olive-brown upperparts, 


its tail up over its back while it is 
wings, and tail e@ 


| ( | @ short straight bill 
running. For a desert thrasher, this 
bird’s bill is short and the lower 
mandible ts almost straight. In 


fresh plumage, the spots on © pinkish cream base 


the breast are arrowhead- of lower mandible 


shaped, but the bird 
— @ gray-buff underparts 
with olive-brown spotting 
and mottling on breast, 
sides, and flanks 


buffy undertaile 


blackish undertail e COVETTS 
with whitish rips 


loses this distinctive 

shape in the worn plumage 

of late summet. 

e SONG Has a pleasant 

melodic warbling mix of phrases, 
repeated 1-3 times. Call is a low 
course chek or chek-chek. eae 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Somewhat shy and retiring, | Similar Birds 
being very terrestrial except when singing. Forages for food on 
ground. Eats mostly insects and their caterpillars but takes some @ THRASHER 
fruits, primarily from cactus and yucca. Found in arid to Larger and bulkier; 
semiarid, open to brushy country and grassy areas with scattered 
scrub, cactus, yucca, creosote bush, and cholla. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


longer, more deeply 
curved bill (lower 
mandible decurved); 
spotted and coarsely 
mottled dusky 


¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by both sexes, but female 


does more. Young altricial; brooded by female; leave nest at 
2. 


underparts; brighter 
orange eyes; call is a 
distinctive whit-wheet. 


12 days, fed by both sexes. 2—3 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common in semidesert, desert, and 


; farmland. Some declines due to 
Flight Pattern 


development, but overall 
population holding up well. 
+{|«te - 4a vx 


© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant, with many 
birds leaving US range to winter 
in northwestern Mexico. 


Long flights are swift on rapidly beating 
wings. Shorter flights consist of several 
fast shallow wing beats alternating with 


brief period of wings pulled to sides. 


Nest Identification | Sticks with lining of leaves, grasses, bits of fabric, rootlets, and other fine 


materials © in shrub, small tree, or cactus, 3—5 feet above ground ¢ built by both 
Shape ww Location + ty 


sexes ® 3-5 pale gray-green to greenish white eggs, with pale brown markings, 


mostly at larger end; subelliptical to short subelliptical, 1.0 x 0.8 inches. 


Migration Northern birds migrate | Welét 2.2 ounces 


LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes similar | Fabitat y ww oe uf 


DATE TIME 
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Length 11 inches Wingspan 14 inches 


CURVE-BILLED THRASHER eek 


Fond of water, the Curve-billed Thrasher is often 
observed in birdbaths, near dripping faucets, and 
near other water sources, which often are in scant 
supply in the desert and semiarid brushlands this 
bird inhabits, especially those with cholla cactus 
and mesquite. A nonmigratory bird, the Curve- 
billed Thrasher is a year-round resident that 
rarely wanders from its range, centered inthe = &”@y-4r0wn 
southwestern United States and Mexico. Tes 
The most common of the desert 
thrashers, it displays a curved black 
bill, spotted underparts, buffy 
undertail coverts, and bright 
orange eyes in the adult. 
Some individuals have 

thin white wing bars. 

The westernmost 

race has indistinct 

spotting. Juveniles 

have straighter bills 

and yellow eyes. 


orange to yellow- 
OTANGE CVES @ 


long curved 


black bill 


faintly spotted 
breast 


underparts 


white- to gray- 


buff-tipped tail 


¢ SONG Calls include a sharp w/it-wheer, which sometimes 
includes 3 notes. Song is melodic, varied, and intricate, often 
with low trills and warbles, often with 2—3 repetitions of phrases. 
/¢@ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Terrestrial. Often 
conspicuous and noisy. Searches for insects by digging S ie rane 
vigorously into the ground with bill. Also eats spiders, small mackines OF onderpan® 
-|reptiles, snails, fruits (especially cactus fruits), seeds, and different call note. 
berries. Mates remain paired throughout the year, often reusing * only inane West. 
the same nest. May build roosting platform in winter that 
becomes nest in spring. 


BENDIRE’S THRASHER 
Smaller and more 
slender; shorter, less 
straight bill; yellow 


SAGE THRASHER 
Smaller; yellow eyes; 


short straight slender 


Ve BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. bill; whitish underparts; 
-b@ NESTING Incubation 12-15 days by both sexes, but mostly heavy brownish gray 
: ; es 5 Ss : streaks on breast, sides, 
by female; female incubates at night and also trades off with sidinales eeliice 


male during the day. Young altricial; brooded by female (often to wing bars; white-tipped 
shade them from sun); remain in nest 11—18 days, fed by both outer tail feathers. 
sexes. 2 broods per year. 


e POPULATION Common. 
Small declines in ‘Texas but still 
abundant farther west. Casual in 
southeast California and north 
and east of its permanent range. 
¢ FEEDERS Will come to 
water and to feeders with fruit. 


Long flights are swift and direct on rapidly 
beating wings. Shorter flights are several 
rapid shallow wing beats followed by brief 


periods of wings at sides or short glide. 


Lined with fine materials, including twigs and giass * often found 2-8 feet above 


4 ground in shrub, cactus, or tree * built by both sexes @ 1-5 pale blue-green eggs, 


with pale brown spots, rarely wreathed; ovate to short ovate or elliptical ovate, 


Shape ww Location bye 


1.2 x 0.8 inches. 


‘ 


Weight 2.8 ounces 


LOCATION 
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DATE TIME LOCATION 


Family MIMIDAE 


Length 11_13 inches | Wingspan 14-16 inches 


CALIFORNIA THRASHER = 


Ihe largest member of the mimic thrush long black bill with strong ; 
family, the California ‘Vhrasher ts © downward curve ey | 


considered a tame bird and often 


is heard mimicking the calls of © brown eves with light 


other birds. A permanent grayish streak above 


grayish white e 
resident of California and chin and throat 
northern Baja California, 
this bird is nonmigratory 
and rarely leaves its poe hl a > ——e dark oltwve- 
breeding areas. Populations wwhitich ee aks lil hl dat 
of the California “‘Vhrasher 
are disappearing along 
coastal areas due to 
increasing development, 
although it seems to be 

‘ CINNGAMON- 
adapting somewhat to the colored belly 
suburban sprawl encroaching on and undertail 
its foothill habitat. he stout body, ‘7°’ 
dark brown-olive plumage, long tail, 
and long sickle-shaped bill are all 
distinctive characteristics. 
¢ SONG Calls include a flat low-pitched 
chuck and chur-erp. Song is marked by continual musical 
to guttural, often repetitive, phrases, repeated 1 or 2 times. ‘This 
bird is also Known to imitate other species and sounds. 


long tail 


CRISSAL ‘THRASHER 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Terrestrial but male sings , 
: Smaller; grayer and 


from exposed perch. Forages mainly on ground, digging in soil lighter-colored body; 
and raking away leaves with bill. Diet includes insects, grubs darker, more contrasting 


malar mark; chestnut 


and caterpillars, insect cocoons, and spiders. Occasionally eats 
. undertail coverts. 


berry seeds, fruit, and fruit from cacti. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 14 days by both sexes. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 12-14 days, fed by both sexes. 
2-3 broods per year. 


LE CONTE’S 
‘THRASHER 

Slender; pale gray- 
brown upperparts; pale 
whitish-buff underparts; 
tawny-ochre undertail 


¢ POPULATION Widespread and common in chaparral and coverts; dusky black 
moist woodlands with dense ground cover in foothills, in 
suburban gardens, and in parks and brush 1n riparian areas. 


¢ FEEDERS Attracted to 
feeders by crumbs and table 
scraps. Also frequents birdbaths. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 
development, agriculture, and 


Long flights on swift shallow wing beats; 
shorter flights alternate between several golf courses. 
quick wing beats and short glides. 


Grass-lined with roots and twigs ® 2-9 feet above ground in shrub, low tree, or 


cactus ® built by both sexes ¢ 24 pale blue eggs, with faint pale brown spots; 
Shape wy Location a i oval to long oval or subelliptical, 1.1 x 0.8 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat_q@ oe ww @& | Migration Nonmigratory Weight 3.( ounces 
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| Length 11.5 inches Wingspan 13.5 inches 


opecies § (ene 
LG Z 


amily MIMIDAE 


CRISSAL THRASHER 


A common resident of southwestern deserts, the Crissal 
Thrasher 1s shy and stays hidden in dense underbrush. 

Like other thrashers, the male sings a musical straw- 
varied song, often delivered from a high yellow eyes 
perch, concealed in vegetation. ‘The poe one 
common name refers to the crissal upperparts 
area or crissum, the rich chestnut 
undertail coverts, which helps 
distinguish this thrasher 

from other thrashers, 

along with the 


long decurved 


black bill 


a blackish 


malar mark 


grayish 
white throat 


gray underparts 
without markings 


rufous-chestnut 
crissum 


straw-colored eyes, lack of 
chest spotting, and long decurved bill. 
Although primarily nonmigratory, some birds 

wander casually beyond mapped range in winter. 


CALIFORNIA 
‘THRASHER 
Larger; heavier bodied; 
darker olive-brown 
upperparts; darker 
cinnamon-brown 
underparts; cinnamon 
crissum; pale lores and 
supercilium; dark brown 


¢ SONG Call is a repeated cideery, a rich warbled cheeoo-ree-cep, 
or a fo1f-toit-toit. Song is varied and musical, often with phrases 
repeated 2—3 times. Does not mimic other birds. 

> © BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Secretive and terrestrial, 

| running on ground and often staying in dense cover. Often 

| works its way up through the interior of bushes. Diet is little 
studied, but eats insects, small lizards, spiders, fruits, and 

_ berries. Pairs often stay together throughout the year and 
remain on their territory. Discriminates between cowbird eggs 

» and its own and ejects cowbird eggs from nest. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 14 days by both sexes. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 11-13 days, fed by both sexes. 
2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common in desert scrub, especially in 
washes, riparian brush, and 
mountain foothills and lower 
slopes to 6,000 feet. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 
development, agriculture, and 
grazing of livestock. 


eye; black bill longer 


and more strongly 


decurved. 


LE CONTE'S 
“THRASHER 
Slender bodied; long, 


decurved black bill: 


dark brown eyes; pale 


gray-brown upperparts; 
pale whitish buff 


underparts; dusky black 


tail; tawny-ocher 


undertail coverts. 


Longer flights are swift on rapidly beating 
wings; shorter flights alternate several quick 
shallow wing strokes and short glides. 


Grass-lined with bark and other vegetation * 3-8 feet above ground in shrub, 
especially stands of mesquite or saltbush ¢ built by both sexes * 1-4 blue-green 


eggs, unmarked; oval to long oval, 1.0 x. 0.8 inches. 


Shape wy Location Stepp 


BPE’ Sexes similar | Habitat y yw oe Migration Nonmigratory 


ATE TIME ________ LOCATION 


Weight 2.2 ounces 
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Family M{IMIDAE 


Wingspan 1 2_13 inches 


Length 1011 inches 


LE CONTE’S THRASHER 
Most often inhabiting the hottest lowest deserts 
ot the Southwest around sparse vegetation, Le eran (ne 
Conte’s Vhrasher is distinguished by its pale 
plumage, the lightest in color among all the 
“curve-billed” thrashers and often closely 
matching the surrounding soils. Le 
Conte’s Thrasher ts identified by its a 
, pale gray-brown 


pale gray-brown upperparts and buff- upperparts @ 


white underparts. A difficult bird to 
observe on the ground, it always 
seems to be running away with slender body 
the dusky black tail cocked 
high, keeping the shrubbery 
between itself and the 
observer. Just after daylight, 
the male selects an exposed 


LAWN) aches . 
undertail coverts 


perch for singing, which 
offers the best opportunity 

for observation. 

© SONG Calls include 

an ascending /weep or 

th-reeip. Some of the 

shorter calls suggest a 

House Finch. Usually 

heard at dawn and dusk, 

song 1s a loud and musical 
warbling, somewhat robinlike, 
with some repeated phrases. Does not mimic. 


—_——e dusky black tail 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. ‘Terrestrial, shy, and elusive. 
Digs into ground and turns over vegetation and pebbles with 
bill. Eats insects, including their larvae; also feeds on spiders, 
fruits (especially of cactus), and berries. Runs rapidly on ground 
with dark tail held high. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 15 days by both sexes. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 13-17 days, fed by both sexes. 
2-3 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon 
in low desert scrub, especially 
with creosote bushes. Declining 
in areas where desert has been 
converted into farmland. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 
development and agriculture. 


Short flights with shallow wing beats; 
sometimes alternates several quick wing 
beats with period of wings drawn to sides. 


Location eRe 


Shape wy 


1.1 x 0.8 inches. 


Habitat y ye Migration Nl onmigratory 


LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes similar 


DATE TIME 


; | long decurved 
black bill 


—e unmarked 
breast 


~e pale whitish 
buff underparts 


CALIFORNIA 
‘THRASHER 

Larger in size; darker 
stockier body; olive- 
brown upperparts; 
cinnamon-brown 
underparts; long heavy 
decurved bill; tawny 
buff undertail coverts. 


CRISSAL ‘THRASHER 
Darker overall; straw- 
yellow eyes; rufous- 
chestnut crissum; dusky 
malar mark. 


usually with pale brown spots at larger end; subelliptical to short subelliptical, 


EUROPEAN STARLING 


flocks have in some cases become a nuisance, roosting in cities and 


; 


yee 


-~ melodies, clear whistles, 


— 


» juveniles for foraging and roosting. Joins other species in winter roosts, which 


OP ——— ——_-—_ —, 


j 


, this bird to insert its bill in vegetation or into the ground and then pry it open to reveal food. 
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Length 


amily SPURNIDAE 8.5 inches 


——_ 
CS Sruryys vu. 


WiNgSPaN 15.5 inches 


[his chunky Eurasian species was introduced to North America in 1890 in 
New York City’s Central Park and has become so well established that large 


towns from coast to coast and north into Canada to the 
tree line. ‘Tenacious in nature, this bird competes 


. : ; buffy tips and 
with native species such as woodpeckers, 


: , edging to feathers of 
flycatchers, and bluebirds for nesting holes. back and mantle @ 


This bird’s winter plumage shows white 
specks and its yellow bill becomes a dull 
gray. Juveniles are sooty gray-brown 
overall with pale streaking on the 
underparts and a dull brown bill. 
¢ SONG Sings various trilling 


short tail 


long pointed 
yellow bill 


clatters, and twitters in 
groups. Imitates songs of 
other birds, including Eastern 
Wood-Pewee and Northern 
Bobwhite, as well as mechanical sounds. 
Also has a flutelike pheeH W. Singing male often 
stands erect and flaps wings vigorously in display. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs in breeding season. Juveniles 

form foraging flocks. Gregarious after breeding season, forming flocks with 


Se black overall 
with iridescent 
sheen of purple 


and green 


| may number more than a million birds. Most often feeds in open areas, y 
’ primarily on the ground. Eats various insects, fruits, and grains. The muscles JUVENILE 
that open its bill are stronger than those that close it, a unique trait that allows 


,° BREEDING Monogamous. Often forms loose colonies. Some individual males polygynous. 
Aggressive in claiming nesting chambers. 


® NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by both sexes, but female 
does more. Young altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 

18-21 days, fed by both sexes. First flight at about 26 days. 

2—3 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common. Stable over most of continent; 
perhaps still expanding range north and south. 

¢ FEEDERS AND BIRDHOUSES Will come for bread, peanut 
butter, suet, and small seeds. 
Uses bluebird-sized or larger 
nest boxes. 

© CONSERVATION 


Conservation laws in the US do 


: ; "Similar Birds 


No native species of blackbird has 
yellow bill; short tail; chunky body; 


buffy streaking on back and wing 


coverts; and a notched tail. 


not protect nongame, non- 


Strong swift direct flig api ; ; 
yng swift direct flight on rapidly native species. 


beating wings. 
} po LT eT Grass, twigs, forbs, rootlets, and straw ® in natural Phollov of tree, bird box 

vest Identification ; = hole, 10-25 feet ab 
: kee crevice in man-made structure, or abandoned woodpecker hole, ) feet abo 

: ; 12 rice Hiel 

Shape By ground (but up to 60 feet) © built by both sexes * 4 pale bluish o1 r ish 
white eggs, usually unmarked, but sometimes marked w ith brown ort | 

; = £ 
t Location gs r ivy ig t long oval, 1.2 x 0.8 inches 


AR ! 
lUMABE Sexes similar | Habitat ®ve cece %S | Migration Northern birds migrate rate | Wei igh '3.0 ounces _ 


TIME. LOCATION 
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Species 4 ¢yidyrheres cristatellus 


CRESTED MYNA 


Originally a native of Southeast Asia. this bird was 


Family STURNIDAE 


Length 9 7510.5 inches | Wingspan 16-18 inches 


~ 


@ yellow bill 


introduced in Vancouver, British Columbia, in 1897, 
and its population rose to a few thousand birds in the rest © 


1920s. ‘loday, it has declined to only a tew hundred 


birds, perhaps due to the unsuitable climate and 
competition for nesting holes with recently arrived 
and expanding populations of the European 
Starling. Phe Crested Myna is a short-tailed eon ye 
starling with a stocky body set off by a white 
wing patch and short brushy crest. In flight the 
large white wing patches show in bold contrast 


to the glossy black bodv. 
e SONG Chattering followed by a warbling 
melody, somewhat like the European 
Starling. Imitates calls of other birds. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Usually in pairs during 


breeding season. Otherwise gregarious, 
5 od 


© while 
wing patch 
often in foraging and roosting flocks. 
Often walks on ground, foraging for 
tood. Follows farm equipment and e yellow loos and feet 
picks insects off livestock: picks 
insects and fly larvae from manure. 
\lso eats insects, fruit, grains, and 
the eggs and young of other ay  ‘QRiies 
birds, as well as refuse. In 
winter, flocks sometimes roost 


© white mottling on 


© white band undertail coverts 
on tip of tail 


on top of buildings or in trees. 


Competes with other hole-nesting 
birds for nesting cavities and often 


loses out to the more aggressive European Starling. Sedentary, urban. 

¢ BREEDING \Monogamous. Social. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 14-15 days by both sexes. Young altricial; brooded by 

female; remain in nest about 27 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Introduced; rare and local. Has never spread far from point 

of introduction. Numbers are declining. Some escaped caged birds in southern 

Florida may become established. 

¢ FEEDERS AND BIRDHOUSES Will come to bird feeders and 
— nest in bird boxes. 

Flight Pattern ¢ CONSERVATION 

Introduced species without the 

protections given to native 

species. Losing nesting cavities 


to other introduced species. 
Swift direct flight with powerful 
rapid wing strokes. 


Nest Identification 


Shape or ig Location a Eg ii 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat Je Migration \/onmigratory 


DATE _ _ TIME LOCATION 


Grass, forbs, rootlets, paper, and snakeskin ® in cavity of tree, bird box, or under 


eave of building @ built by both sexes ¢ 4—7 shiny greenish blue eggs; short oval 


to long oval, 1.2 inches long. 


Weight 4 () ounces 
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ey, ee 
a ies | Prunella a montanella Length 5.5 inches Wingspan 9 inches 


SIBERIAN ACCENTOR 


Strays of this Eurasian species sometimes can be 
spotted in Alaska or along the northern Pacific coast 
of North America, usually in fall or winter. A shy 
bird, it stays hidden among dense coniferous 


amilY PRUNELLIDAE 


‘trees and shrubs in the mountains, where it dark crown with 

feeds on the ground. Note the rusty i  L ochre-buff 
brown upperparts, grayish rump, blackish brown eNeOrOw 
and the tawny buff underparts car patches 


rusty brown 
upperparts with 
brown streaks 


short thin 

» black bill 
white 
wing bar 


gray colar 
on sides of neck 


notched tail and nape 


bright ocher-buff 
throat and breast 
on this sparrow- 


sized, straight-tailed 

‘bird. The crown and 

,cheeks are blackish, 

‘the crown being 

broken by a gray 
median stripe, anda 
- buffy eyebrow that 
sbroadens behind the eye. 

@ SONG Sings bold 
warbling trills. Also has a 
‘high-pitched nasal see-see-see. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 
pairs or small flocks. Territorial 
‘male sings from treetops. Forages on 
‘ground and in low bushes. Eats mostly small 
‘invertebrates and seeds, feeding more on seeds in winter. Stays rr 

o other North paren an 

hidden in thickest part of overgrown thickets in coniferous species in the range has similar 
forests, especially in riparian growth along river valleys. color and pattern. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 
12-15 days by both sexes. 
Altricial young brooded by 
female. Young stay in nest 
11-12 days, fed by both sexes. 
1-2 broods per year. 


tawny buff 
underparts 


brownish 
streaking on sides 


and flanks 


pink legs 


and feet 


Sh ights api -ating wing nn : . 
| ort flights on rapidly be iting Wings, © POPULATION Casual in 
| alternated with brief period of wings tiie 
| pulled to sides; repeated. Alaska and Pacific Northwest. 


Sticks, grasses, and finer materials ® in low tree or shrub © undetermined which 
sex builds nest @ 4 pale blue eggs; elliptical to short oval, 0.9 x 0.7 inches. 


umage Sexes similar | “abitat qe 0¢ w a Migration Migratory Weight ()§ ounce 


ATE TIME LOCATION me 


We BD. 
ore ne & \ 


ff, 92 >t ir! 


I I I LE LE — 


= <= - : = T= aoe 
f > | “4 =) S Le pin < ‘ 4 » 
Family M{OTACILLIDAI Species Moracilla Hava mM 6.5 inches Wingspan g inches 
a ee 
YELLOW WAGTAIL 
Primarily a Eurasian spec 
of ewo wagtails that sun nd nest | 
North America. It is as Sparro >. 
bird with a long tail, wl In pumps uy . od with blackish 
and down as it walks, and it freque = eek hate 


wet meadows and river banks, where 1 


often perches on grass stems or trees 
The white outer tail feathers arc 
obvious in flight, as is the inner 
white bar on the wing. he female 
is similar to the male burt duller in 
color. Uhe juvenile has brownish 
upperparts and ocher-white 
underparts with a blackish 

brown breast band and 


malar marks. , 
@ Vesiou 

if f] a pa r/ u Wh 
white-cdued wing e MTOLN SPotling 
COVCTTS, SCCONAATIES, 


and primaries 


On breast 


~e lone black tail 


with white outer 
feathers 


JUVENILE 


¢ SONG Call is a bold sweep or /iit-jisit, reminiscent of the call 
of an Eastern Kingbird. Song is a short trilling cAip-hip-chip o1 
quiet pee-weer, pee-weet. 


GRAY WAGTAII 
lLonger tail; gray back: 


® BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs or small flocks. Forages for wing coverts and flight 
food on ground. Eats mostly insects, worms, snails, and feathers not edged 

sometimes seeds or fruit. Moves tail up and down as it walks ioe adeno ter ig 
and runs on ground. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 10-13 Gavs by beth sexes, but mostly 


white on tail @ black 
throat during the 


breeding season. 


by female. Young altricial: 
Flight Pattern brooded by female; stay in nest 
| 15-16 days, fed by both sexes. 
x af ‘e, 4 af a | 2 broods per year. 
tT " | ® POPULATION Common in 
- - + Alaska on wet meadows, river 


| several rapid wing beats followed b | banks, and lake shores. Casual 


south to California. 


5, leaves, and mosses, lined with hair and feathers © on ground, 


hummock of grass, overhang, or tree roots ® built by female 


TIME CATION 
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Length 77.75 inches Wingspan 10) 


10.5 inches 


Family MOTACILLIDAE 


GRAY WAGTAIL 

‘The long tail of this bird, which is longer 
than its body, sets it apart from other 
birds in its family that visit North 
America. Usually found along 
streams and rivers in Kurasta, 

strays sometimes visit the outer lone white 
islands of Alaska and once mala 
California. The female bird and 
nonbreeding male have a whitish 

rather than a blackish throat 

and buffy yellow underparts. 


Juveniles may be yellow only on brilliant yellow e MALI 


the undertail coverts. In flight pred Rien 
the white bar on the inner wing paises oad 
and the white outer tail feathers 
contrast with the yellow-green 
rump, yellow uppertail coverts, 
and the blackish color of the nn 
ereater secondary coverts, and f 
secondaries, and rectrices. 
e SONG Song is 3 or 4 notes, ee 
tsee-tsee-tsee. Has call of chink, phe uphertiar ie 
chink or tisk, tisk. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 
pairs. Conspicuous; pumps 
tail up and down as it walks. 
Frequents open areas and 


/one DLACK tail e 
ith white outer 
tail feather 


white supercilium e 


and eye ring es 
@ while (hroat, 


chin, mustache, 
and upper breast 


blackish 


: WINES @ 
rocky shorelines along 


fast-flowing streams. 


Forages on ground —~e yellow belly, — YELLOW WAGTATI 
j f : ] / = S iller; sho ter tail: 
and wades into flanks, ana ee en =a 
a oe we (TISSUM white throat in breeding 
streams. Eats \ : season: olive-green back 
insects and snails. i bad tail pa - FEMALE ind rump; white edging 
: WIN While Ouler ‘ ae: on wing coverts and 
e re Py x . \ Win? \ > 
BREEDING tail feathers © yellow rump and flight feathers; only the 
Monogamous. Solitary. uppertail coverts outermost tail feather ts 
=e . wi sh in colo 
¢ NESTING Incubation uitish in color 


11-14 days, usually by female, but male will assist. Altricial 

young brooded by female; stay 
in nest 11-12 days, fed by both 
sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Rare to 
casual spring migrant on 


western Aleutians, the Pribilofs, 7¥ 
Several rapid wing strokes alternating with and St. Lawrence Island, WL HT LY 
eee sites Alaska. Accidental in California. | , \a 
Twigs, roots, grasses, and moss, lined with hair and feathers ® on ground, hidden 
in crevice or sheltered by boulder or tree roots ® built by both sexes 
Shape ogy Od LOCATION ummm jssiisii rg e 4-5 yellow-gray eggs, with dark blotches; subelliptical, 0.7 x 0.56 inches 
<0) 


/ 


Weight () 8 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Wings 


Pan 8 5-10 inches — | 


| Fan Y MOTACILLIDA | Species Motacilla alha  6.5—7.25 inches 


nestine popu 


; a - 
(s;reentiand. Ll 
] ] 
ITS tong ACK 
feathers, up and | 


head WHITC 
adaptable, 10 ln 
of houses, on bridg 
covered \\ ills, as V 
| natural cavities of 
banks. [Phe adult | 
similar to the male 
Wintering adults has 
extensive black o1 
chin, throat, and bre 


and juveniles hay 


mostly white under} 


DlaCK fall @ilh @ 
feathe) 
® SONG oings an en etc trilling twitt th not similar to 
| 
} Its Call NOTES, WHL und i 
e > 13 A c\ED & ] = P | 
B PAV LOR SOLIt Orin p ‘ n Tocks In Migration ana BLACK-BACKED 
Winter. kKorages for 1 ) sTOU LO ind around rocks, ind WAG TAIL 
shallow water. | ostly insects and s} Is | requents P In flight, shows mostly 
etland , ' i white wings with black 
wetlands, snores : Mas, Vers in nhabit« | reas 
Pp ; ? tips ro outel primares 
including agricultural a | ¢ breeding adult has 
ID rIATR YY Qui “ . 
e BREEDING Monog 5 Se tine male chases black back ¢ winter 
‘ or : dult has black | 
female until she notices 5 off his shining 
I o | shaped patch 
black neck. encircling breast from 
eNrer a See side of head 
NESTING INncul \ sexes lyuit female a 1dc¢ Cal | 
does more. Young altri stav in nest 


d by both SCACS:. 


ear. 
———, * ON Small 


~~ § % ‘es nis fairly 


Casual in 
— ( the West 


Seve es ; hives re 
everal rapid wing beats alternated with the East. 


wings drawn to sides; repeated 


Gra en. and moss. lined with grass, hair, and 


feath s of cliff. bank, bridge. or building, 3-10 feet above 


ground ¢ ind sheltered by grassy tussock or tree roots ® built 


Shape cap 


Location (i 2 
A =. 


by temal 
AAA oe | subelliptic \ 


ite eges, with gray or brown speckles; 


DATE TIME _ LOCATION 
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Family MoOTACILLIDAE | | Length 7 25 inches Wingspan 1() inches 


BLACK-BACKED WAGTAIL 
‘This slender long-tailed native of Asia reaches the 
Western Hemisphere by making regular spring 
and summer visits to the western Aleutian 

; thin black line 
Islands. Occasionally these birds also nest through eve e 
in the Aleutians. Although the Black- 
backed Wagtail is very similar to the black-and-white 
White Wagtail in appearance, its upperparts e 
upperparts are black instead of 
gray when the bird is in 
breeding plumage. ‘The white patch on e 
long tail is black with folded wings 
white outer tail 
feathers, which is 
conspicuous in 
flight, as are the 
almost entirely . : 
white wings. Winter a 
plumage shows a 
white throat with a 
black necklace. 
Juveniles resemble long slim black 
adults but are gray legs and feet 
without black markings 
on head, upperparts, or breast. This 
bird frequents wetlands, river banks, and lake shores. 


© black throat, 
sides of neck, 
and breast 


black tail with white 
outer tail feathers 


WHITE WAGTAIL 


¢ SONG Sings a lively warbling melody. Call is a chuchun, Pale gray back; 
chuchun, often given in flight. ~_ extensively blackish 
° BE ae ; ; 2 ‘ . ; 5 flight feathers of wing, 
EHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Gregarious in migration and BE ae RMN ee 
winter, often roosting in large flocks at night. Walks on ground, coverts producing bar 
often pumping long tail up and down repeatedly, moving the Se ine uae = Nantes 
: : 7 : ; 30% 5 adults retain some black 
head backward and forward in characteristic manner. May marae Cee 
; d i, ; : : ; on lower cheek, sides of 
change its gait to a fast jerky run. Feeds actively on ground and breast; but chin and 
in shallow waters. Eats mostly insects and snails. Sometimes throat white ¢ juveniles 
nests around human habitation. Brey above without 
; black; white below with 
e BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. dusky black band on 


upper chest. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 13-15 days by both sexes, but female 
does more. Young altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 
12-15 days, fed by both sexes. 
1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Rare to 
casual in North America on 
outer Aleutians and other 
Alaskan islands; casual on the 


Several shallow quick wing strokes, West Coast. Accidental in the 


alternated with wings drawn to : 
sides; repeated. Kast. 


Grass, forbs, leaves, roots, and twigs, lined with grass, hair, and 
1 feathers © in ridges of cliff or hollow in bank; sometimes on ground 


, ¢ built by female ¢ 4—6 grayish or bluish white eggs, with brown 
Shape ogy Od Location ze r —_ gra) ge 
p 


speckles; subelliptical, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Habitat we ven uu secs | Migration \ipratory Weight (Jndetermined 


DATE TIME LOCATION = a 


‘lumage Sexes similar 


-0/) @ BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


———aa7 


Length ¢, inches 


Family \{OVACILLIDAF 


WINgSP&N 1() inches 


= = 


OLIVE-BACKED PIPIT 


} ' 1. 


‘This Asian species someti s yen 

off the west coast of Alaska. \Lal ? 
tops of conifers. Lake all prpits, i spel ds 

of its ime walking around on the ground, png brow oranee-buft 


front of eye and 
whitish behind eve 


moving its tail up and down. Phe 


| | | e 
combination of its olive back with faint 


streaking, the two-toned eyebrow 
(orange-buff in front and whitish 


behind), and the broken eye o white chin 


stripe bordering the dusky car if and throat 


spot set this bird apart from tts 
close cousin, the ‘Tree Pipit. 


its native Eurasia this bird 
In its native « bul breast 


ides, and flanks 


frequents woods In open 
grassy areas and hills, 
especially along rivers and 
bogs, and spruce-fir forests. 
¢ SONG Metallic 
seep-seep-sta-sia. | val 


e hold blackish 
hrown streaking on 
Whe \ and Areast 
is a nasal ¢ve. Notes 


@. Mite bi //\ and 
undertau coverts 


often given in flight. 


, 
pink legs and feet @ 


PREE PIPV 
Pale brown upperparts; 


© BEHAVIOR Solitary or 


in pairs. More gregarious 1n rufous streaking on 
es wi head and back; totally 
migration and winter, when small flocks salkiiciake aereloceed 


may form. Forages for food on ground and in low trees, often e accidental. 


working wet areas and the shorelines of rivers, streams, lakes, PECHORA PIPII 
Smaller; stockier; more 


outside the nesting season. white on underparts; 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. ce vckweael 
e NESTING Incubation 12-13 days by female. Young altricial: brownish upperparts. 
brooded by female; stay in nest 11-12 days, fed by both sexes. 


and bogs. Eats mainly insects but takes some seeds, especially 


| brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Casual to 
accidental in North America, 
most often recorded on the 
Pribilots, St. Lawrence Island, 
and the western Aleutians. 


Fairly rapid wing beats in a series, \ccidental records in California 
alternating with wings pulled to sides. and Nevada. 


Bulky © dried grass, hair, and moss ¢ on ground, sheltered by bushes or 


beside grassy tussock ® built by female ¢ 4-5 light violet or gray eggs, 


Shape wy with dark blotches: subelliptical, 0.85 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar Migration Migratory 


DATE TIME are LOCATION 


LOCatiON emus Paes 


Habitat 99 co 8 Lf Weigh 0.7 ounce 
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- - 
| beneth 5.56 inches | Wingspan g 5_19,5 inches | 


7 
S Aree os ; 

nd | MINUS LUST AD, 
L = == Paanale —_ a <= 


Family MO'TACILLIDAE 


PECHORA PIPIT 

‘This bird takes its name from the Pechora River 

Valley in northeastern Russia, where it breeds and 

nests. A shy bird, it usually stays hidden in dense 

thickets and remains quiet if itis flushed. Strays heavily streaked 


; ; ) fa f oy? 
h fic ih brown CUTE STICK 


/ , I ctf, 
upperpart ° OOCWM CUCH Le 
@ Of Dack 


have made rare visits to the Aleutians and 
St. Lawrence Island, Alaska. 


2 white wing bars e 


A retiring species, 
& he ) black 
SrCURING ON 

breast, sides, 

and flank 


it is easily overlooked 
on the brushy tundra white belly @ 
and outer 


and taiga bogs and 
5 © tail feathers 


swamps that it 


: a ymD1Sh 
frequents. ‘The heavy whi 


wash on breast 


streaking on the back ae sith 
suggests a juvenile Red- long curved 

<cae: ; back claw 
throated Pipit, but the whiter 


underparts and the double white stripes on each side of the 


PREE PIPY 


back are distinguishing characteristics. Glive-eray-upperoarcs 
al = + : ‘ : : : 
e SONG Often silent, even when flushed. Call is a harsh pit, rufous streaking on 
ot . . > . : . . ° ° AC d b: k: wl | 
pipit, or pwit, usually given 3 times. Usually sings while flying in iene Mares 


eyebrow ® accidental 


courtship and territory displays. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Secretive. Forages for food 
on ground and in low trees and bushes. Often frequents dense 
wet areas such as northern bogs and swamps. May bob tail as it 


OLIVE-BACKED PIPI‘1 
Lightly streaked, 


greenish olive 


upperparts: eyebrow is 
pper| 


walks. Eats mainly insects, particularly in the breeding season; CSS Pn ene a 
; . ; eve and whiush behind; 


takes some seeds in migration and on wintering grounds. brokemeve stipe 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. borders dark ear spot. | 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-13 days by female. Young altricial; 


brooded by female; stay in nest 


ea oy | 


12-14 days, fed by both sexes. 
1 brood per year. 

e POPULATION Casual to 
accidental in North America in 
the western Aleutians and St. 


Fairly swift rapid wing beats in a series, Lawrence Island. Alaska 
4c Otc or § « Nal. 


alternating with wings pulled to sides; 


repeated. 


1 Identific ation : : : 
Grass and plant material, lined with small leaves ¢ on ground, often sheltered by 


tree roots, grassy tussock, or shrubs ¢ built by female * 4-6 gray or greenish eggs 


Shape qy Location mm £¢¥ with dark spots; subelliptical, 0.84 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitatee @ Migration Migratory | Weight 0.7 ounce 


DATE TIME. C—“*‘(:*‘“C;CSCSCLOOCCAATIOONN 
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(i 5 _ - ‘han ; SESE E 


RED-THROATED PIPIT 7 


I his bird takes its name fro s reddish head MISH Te Ma ye SITIPe @ 
/_«@ 

throat, and breast in breeding season YVmainls 

Eurasian species, it breeds in extreme western 

\laska and off-shore islands and occurs rare! 

as a migrant in Calitornia. Phe head and 


breast of both the temale and nonbreeding 


male are duller in color. Juveniles and ahah, cast 


some adult females show no red and have aves 
heavily streaked and spotted underparts 

Winter males usually retain some eo 2 white 
reddish pink on their checks. MALI Ing bat 


e SONG Courtship and territorial 


blackish brow 
display songs are given on the © Alackish brown 


treaking on sides 


ground and while flying: and tank 


sings various loud trilling 

melodies. Call is a a 
piercing thin /see or chi, , 
usually given in flight. 

¢ BEHAVIOR 


Solitary or in pairs. @ supercilium 


© Muffy underparts 


Gregarious after brown upperpart 


the breeding 


season, often 


forming flocks. thin black © 
malar mark 


PECHORA PIPTI 


Buffier breast contrasts 


with white belly; paired 


Forages for food 
by walking pinkish red ¢ 
on ground in wash on faci 
1 Ain 
damp tundra baron, 


and upper 
with hummocky fyyy¢/ 


white streaks on back; 


black-streaked brownish 


upperparts; pink base to 


thicker bill: buffy 


evebrow; lacks rusty 


: pink coloring in 
tussocks of 


hth 
@ Mu)/) breeding season 


? huff-whitee 
wing bars 


vegetation. Eats underparts 
mainly insects in 
the breeding season rufous streaking on 

but takes seeds aS well. : EMALE head and back; whitish 


— ‘ = eyebrow; whiter 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 
e NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Young altricial: 
brooded by female; stay in nest 11-13 days, fed by both sexes. 


PREE PIPPI 
Pale brown upperparts; 


underparts with finer 


streaking @ accidental. 


i brood per year. 
e POPULATION Casual to 
accidental in North America on 


Alaskan islands in the Bering 
Sea. Accidental in fall to 
California and elsewhere along 


Fairly rapid wing beats in a series, the Pacific Coast. 
alternating with wings pulled to sides. 


Grass @ lined with fine grass 


occasionally hair © on damp ground, often 


sheltered by small tree or grassy tussock @ built by female, but male begins 


scrape ® 4-7 blue or olive-gray eggs, marked with browns and black; 


Shape Location ams 
ww doi subelliptical, 0.8 x 0.6 inches 


DATE TIME LOCATION = 
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Family MOTACILLIDAE | “enéth 6.5 inches 


f Specie 's An thy 


ae 


Wingspan 1()_11 inches 


AMERICAN PIPIT 


rr. P F — P 
his sparrow-sized bird spends most of its time on the open 


ground, where it runs and walks, rather than hops. Like 
many of the pipits, the male has a dramatic song flight in 
which he flies to a height of 50 to 200 feet then floats 


. : ; slim blackish 
down with feet dangling below and tail cocked 


e fill 


upward, all the while continuing to sing. ‘The 
American Pipit’s breeding ranges extend from 
alpine tundra in the high mountains of the 

/ : ‘ ; grayish brown 
western US to arctic tundra across the top of upperparts @ 
the continent. Winter birds have browner 
upperparts and they have more heavily 
streaked underparts. 
-0 buffy wing 


hars on dark 
LTAY WINES 


e SONG A repetitive rapid series of 
notes, chee-chee-chee or cheedal- 
cheedal-cheedal. Call sounds like 

wit, wit or pip-pit and is most 

often given in flight. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or 
in pairs; gregarious after 
breeding season, 
forming flocks 

that may be very 

large and mixed with 
other species, including 
Horned Larks and longspurs. 

Walks on ground, often bobbing its head 

while pumping tail up and down or wagging it. Forages in 


© huff underparts 
with faint brown 
streaking 


‘e white outer 
tail feathers 


black legs and feet \ 


Gas 
OTM 1 


foliage, grass, and soil. Also wades into shallow waters to pick a SPRAGUE’S PIP 
food from surface. Eats insects and their larvae, seeds, small Buft- and blackish- 
. : Oh a treaked upperparts; dark 

mollusks, and crustaceans. Alpine species may escape severe abi egme sd cde 

: ; : = eye on pale buff face with 
weather by moving down mountain slopes to warmer valleys. pale eye ring; pinkish to 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Male has yellow legs and feet; 
sourtshi i e flicl ; slender yellowish bill; 
courtship song Mgnt. white underparts with 
¢ NESTING Incubation 13-15 days by female. Young altricial; deeper buff on lightly 
brooded by female; stay in nest 13-15 days, when they can SERGE, Bea es aE 


pump tall. 


make short flight. Fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common and widespread in tundra and alpine 
tundra; in winter, in fields and 
isht Pattern | on beaches. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Vulnerable 


Fl 


to habitat loss on wintering 
grounds as well as foraging areas 


Swift flight on series of rapidly beating : E i 
In migration. 


wings, alternated with wings pulled to 
sides; repeated. 


eh UAaanteke Acetns . : : Pay . ¢ ise ' 
Vest Identification Often no nest materials; sometimes sticks and grass, occasionally with lining of 


small amount of mammal hair @ sheltered by bank, rocks, or hillock ¢ built by 
female ® 3—7 grayish white eggs, with brown splotches; subelliptical, 
0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family MOTACILLIDAE 


SPRAGUE’S PIPIT 


Because its plumage serves as camouflage in dark eyes @ 
the prairie grasses, this bird is hard to spot ae eae 
> prairie grasses, ( ; 
ae ie jena, black-streaked 


When trightened, it often chooses to run upperparts ° 
or freeze, rather than fly. Olive-tan 
upperparts are edged with buff on the _ 
coverts, flight feathers, and back, lial anes 
creating a scaly appearance. Dark eves © pale buff face 
encircled by thin eve rings stand out 
in sharp contrast to a buffy face. In 
flight, white outer feathers are 
evident on the mostly black tail. 
Unlike the American Pipit, it 

does not bob or wag its tail 


—e whitish to buff 
underparts with 
dark streaking 


when it walks. 

¢ SONG In display 
flight sings tinkling 
downward series 

of clear musical 


notes, /20¢, /z€e-d. 


Call is high-pitched aaites Aisi 

SYUcel-Squecl-Squeel, tail feathers 

mostly given in flight. wench to mmedeny d 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pink feet and legs Ainwacas Wane 


pairs; gregarious after breeding Darker and grayer back 


without stripes; deeper 


season, forming flocks, often with other species. Secretive. 3 
; buff breast; brown to 


Walks and runs on ground as it forages in tall grasses and grain black lees end fect: 


fields. Eats insects and seeds. When flushed, flies an extended dark bill; buffy wing 
erratic pattern before dropping back into the grasses. Female bars; dark grayish face; 


, a : : bobs and wags tail 
sits tightly on the nest; she often flies up to meet the male as he 


; ; : . . continuously. 
descends from his aerial courtship flight. 


. . : VESPER SPARROW 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. Courting male flies in : Stockier; short conical 
spirals as high as 500 feet, circles and sings, then closes his ie bill; less extensive 
wings and falls earthward, opening his wings just above ground. : cae dag 

¢ NESTING Incubation unknown but estimated at 12-14 days boederadl Gurls ear 

by female. Altricial young brooded by female; stay in nest patch; chestnut patch in 
10-11 days, fed by female. 1-2 broods per year. bend of wing. 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon in short-grass prairies and grassy 
agricultural fields. Rare in fall 
and winter in California; 
accidental in East. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Declining 
due to habitat loss on breeding 


Swift flight on series of rapidly beating : ; 
wing strokes, alternated with wings pulled and pel haps wintering ranges. 


in to body; repeated. 


YT 7, uy 


—— ——- 
ae a re ers 
G Nest I dentifi icati 0 
: ‘ a = 


Grasses ® on ground, sometimes on grassy tussock ¢ built by female ¢ 4-6 pale 


buff or grayish white eggs, splotched with browns or gray, often with fine dark 
Shape wy Location umm gxy 


Plumage Sexes similar | abitat .@ Migration Migratory Weight (9 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


brown lines at larger end; subelliptical, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


DATE 
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Family BOMBYCILLIDAE 


BOHEMIAN WAXWING 


‘True to its name, this bird is highly nomadic and travels in 
flocks over a wide range in search of abundant food sources, 
particularly berries, which make up its principal diet. In 
winter it often is attracted to berries and fruits produced 

by ornamental plantings in towns and residential 

areas, and flocks may appear as if from nowhere, 

lingering until the larder 1s stripped. Gray 
underparts with cinnamon undertail coverts 
distinguish it from the smaller Cedar 
Waxwing. Like its more widespread 
relative its tail is yellow tipped. 

In flight it shows a white 
patch at the base of the 
primaries. Juveniles have 
heavily streaked underparts 
and whitish throats. 

¢ SONG While flying, 
utters continuous 
twittering and chatter. 

Call is an abrasive 

SCVCE OL ZITTTT. 

¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs or 
small groups during 
breeding season; gregarious 
rest of year, forming 

flocks. Usually feeds close 
to other birds on ground 
and in trees. Perches to 
spot insects, then hawks them in flight. Eats fruit, berries, and 
insects. Drinks sap. Very tame. Southward eruptions are 
unpredictable and varied, often tied to crashes in food sources 
in breeding range. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 14-15 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 13-18 days, fed by both sexes. 
1 brood per year. 


grayish upperparts 
with more brown on 
the back and head 


usually waxy 
red tips on 
secondaries 


CINNAMON 
undertail coverts 


blackish gray tail 
with yellow trim 


long grayish 
cinnamon 
crest 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common to uncommon in mixed conifer 
and open coniferous woodlands 


and muskeg; widespread in 
range in winter. 


e FEEDERS Comes to feeders 


for dried fruits and berries. 
: ; : : ; : e “ , 7 J, rm T 

Strong rapid flight with a series of rapid CONSERVATION 
wing beats alternating with wings pulled 
briefly to sides. Hawks for insects. 


horizontal limb, 4-50 feet above ground ¢ built by both sexes * 2-6 pale bluish 


Shape —>cgp Location b> 


0.7 inches. 


Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 
logging in coniferous forests. 


gray eggs, splotched and marked with black, especially at larger end: oval, 1.0 x 


NAITO’ 

Tit & mask 
with white 
lower border 


black chin 


gray underparts 


white markings on 
grayish wings with red 
and yellow borders 


CEDAR WAXWING 
Smaller; browner 
upperparts; yellow on 
belly; white undertail 
coverts; lacks yellow 
and white bars and 


spots on wings. 


peumage Sexes similar 


TIME 


LOCATION ___ 
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Family BOMBYCILLIDAE 


CEDAR WAXWING 


Named for the red waxlike tips on Its 
secondaries, this social bird travels in large 


flocks in the nonbreeding season and may 
even nest in loose colonies. ‘Vhe purpose of 
the “red wax” is long-debated, but younger 
birds do not have it and the older birds that 
do often choose each other as mates and 
produce more young than the younger pairs. 
At umes this bird may become so intoxicated 
on overripe fruit that it cannot fly. Females 
are similar to males but show a brownish 
rather than a blackish throat (a difficult field 
mark that can be observed only at close 
hand). Juveniles have streaked upperparts 
and underparts. 

¢ SONG Call is thin, high-pitched 

warbled xecee or zecee?, More protracted 

just before leaving perch; may 
call constantly in flight. 

¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs 

or in small to large flocks. 


gray rump e— 
and uppertail 
COUTTS 
Gregarious, especially in 

migration and winter. ‘lame and 

sociable. Feeds close to other birds 

in trees or on ground. Eats fruit, 

flower petals, and insects; drinks sap. 
Several may sit on a wire or branch and 
pass a piece of fruit back and forth, beak 


to beak. Hawks insects, particularly mayfly hatches and those of 


similar species, especially along streams. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary to colonial. During 
courtship, male and female will sit together and pass flower 


petals back and forth, share food, and rub bills. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 12-16 days by both sexes. Young 
altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 14-18 days, fed by both 


sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 


brownish head 
and back e 
\ 


long e—_ 
brownish 
cTvest 


—e narrow black 
mask bordered 
white below 


\e blackish throat 


brownish 
breast, sides, 
and wing coverts 


light yellow belly 


red waxy Lips 
on secondary 
flight feathers 
of older birds 


Ne white undertail 
COVETTS 


yellow trim on 
end of gray- 


black tail 


BOHEMIAN WAXWING 
Larger; grayer; 
cinnamon undertail 
coverts; white and 
yellow spots and bars on 
wings; white bar at base 
of primaries on folded 
wing shows as white 
patch in flight. 


® POPULATION Fairly common to uncommon in woodland, forest 
edge, farmlands with fruit trees, 
towns, and suburbs. 

e¢ FEEDERS Raisins and 
berries; attracted to birdbaths. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Not a 
common cowbird host; often 
rejects or damages its eggs. 


Strong rapid flight with several quick wing 
strokes alternating with brief periods of 


wings pulled to sides; repeated. 


| Sticks, mosses, and grass, lined with fine grass, moss, rootlets, hair, and pine 

+ needles eon limb or in fork of conifer or deciduous tree, 6-60 feet above ground 
¢ built by both sexes # 2-6 pale bluish gray eggs, dotted with black and brown; 
oval, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar Migration \figratory Weight 1.1 ounces 


TIME 


Shape <=> qy Location p, a 
™ Os; 


DATE LOCATION 
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PHAINOPEPLA 


two different regions during the same breeding season. 

The early nest of the breeding season is usually in the 

desert. Then, as the desert warms with the season, the 

Phainopepla moves to a higher, more moist habitat 

and nests again. These highly nomadic birds survive 

by following the crops of mistletoe and other berries. 

The glossy black-crested males flash a white wing Brossy lee A 

patch at the base of the primaries in flight; the slate- “7” 

gray juveniles and females show a pale gray one. 

e SONG Sings a short trilling somewhat liquid 

whistle of t/ee-o0-eee, which is not often heard. Has 

mellow call of whew or werp? 

e BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs or loose groups. 

Forages for food in trees, bushes, and, rarely, on ground. 

Catches insects in flight, similar to flycatcher. Eats mistletoe 

and various other berries; defends food trees and shrubs from 

other birds. Also eats spiders and flower petals. May hover 

over food and pick it up. Male has courtship display in 

which he flies 300 feet or so and zigzags or circles above his 

territory; sometimes other males join in above their own 

territories. Sometimes 

wanders beyond 

breeding range 

after nesting season. 

¢ BREEDING 

Monogamous. 

Solitary or in 

small colonies. 

e NESTING slaty gray € 

Incubation 14 days overall 

by both sexes. Young 

altricial; brooded by 

female; stay in nest 19-20 days, 

fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common in 

desert scrub, mesquite brushland, and semiarid and 
riparian woodland and oak 


whitish edzing to 
wing Coverts ANd 


@ secondaries 


FEMALE 


®e CONSERVATION 


development and agriculture, 
also cutting of mesquite for 
Direct flight is high and fluttery, with | 


shallow jerky wing strokes: sallies from charcoal in Mexico. 


perch to snatch insects in midair; returns. 


lal 


foothills. Accidental in the Eas 


Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 


TAZ ad 


‘This may be the only North American bird that nests in crest on head @ 


grav wings and tail; gray 
uppertail coverts; dull 
eray-brown throat and 
inderparts; whitisl 
belly: vellowis! 
indertail coverts 

| a . | 


Wingspan 


11.5 inches 


\ . 


Td €VeS 


GRAY SILKY- 
FLYCATCHER 
Female and juvenile 
e sravish head and 


breast: dusky grav 


upperparts: blackish 


ea 
| 


THAN 


© in fork of tree or bush. often shaded | 


© mostly built by male. wl ma yuild se 
Shape ww Location hs th ATT 


or dotted and splotched wit 


DATE TIME. ______ LOCATION 


Migration Northern birds 


Sticks and pl int down. bound with spider sil 


migrate 


Weight () 8 ounce 
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Family PEUCEDRAMIDAE 


ACHILALUS 
FOTEELEE LED 


" 
| Length 5 25 inches Wingspan 8 5 inches 


OLIVE WARBLER Ez 


Formerly considered a member of the Parulidae family, 


the New World warblers, recent studies have placed the oranee-brown head, 


Olive Warbler in its own family. With its orange-brown throat, nape, and 
upper breast 


head and breast, black face patch and white 
wing bars on blue-gray wings, the male 


. ‘  f . erayish back, 
is unmistakeable. White base of rump, and 


MALE 


primary feathers shows as spot uppertal cowerts 


on folded wings. 

e SONG Ringing whistled 
pecla-pecta-pecla suggests 
‘Lufted ‘Titmouse. Call 

is plaintive pew. 


~e narrow black 
mask expands 
behind eye 


blackish graye 
notched tail with 
white outer feathers 


e blackish wings 
with 2 broad white 
wing bars 


black loral mask 
extends onto 
AUIICULATS: 


Se dusky buff flanks 


altve-yellow crown 


Se whitish belly and 
undertail coverts 


gray nape, shoulders, 
2» and back 


2 whit 
® wing bars 


dull yellow 
face, throat, 
and breast 


dusky flanks 


and sides 


— 


HERMIT WARBLER 


as Juvenile * yellow head; 


@ lacks mask; greenish 


gray Upperpar’ts; 


white wing bars; 


white undertail 


white underparts; 
coverts and belly 


FEMALE 


different voice. 


‘TOWNSEND'S 
ee = WARBLER 
Pt 2 Juvenile and female 

¢ yellow head with 
dusky to blackish mask; 
greenish crown, back, 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Forages in mixed-species 
feeding flocks after breeding season. Walks on tree branches to 
look for food. Eats mainly insects. Unlike other warblers, does 
not carry away fecal sacs, and nests become fouled with 
excrement of young. 


and rump; gray-black 


wings with 2 white 


wing bars; yellowish 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester or small colonies. : 
: throat, breast, and sides: 


¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Incubation 
estimated at 12-13 days by female. Altricial young brooded by 
female; young stay in nest estimated 8-10 days, fed by both 
sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 


Flight Pattern 


black streaking on sides 


of breast and sides; 


white belly and crissum. 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon 
to fairly common in pine and fir 
forest from 7,500-1 2,000 feet. 
Casual in ‘Texas. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Vulnerable 
to habitat loss due to logging 
and development. 


Somewhat weak fluttering flight, 
alternating with brief periods of wings 


pulled to sides. 


Nest Identification 


Stems, rootlets, and plant material, with lining of rootlets and plant down ® on 


branch, 30-65 feet above ground, sometimes sheltered by mistletoe ¢ built by 


- female ¢ 3—4 grayish white or blue-white eggs, with gray, olive, and brown 
Shape cay Location iy female 4 gray! h white or blue-white egg g i wi 
9 blotches, often concentrated at larger end; ovate to short ovate, 0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat epg 9.¢ Migration \ fost migrate Weight () 4 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PARULIDAE SPECIES |ormicvora pinus Length 475 inches Wingspan 6 757.5 inches 


BLUE-WINGED WARBLER enced. 


Except when the male perches high to sing, this 

unobtrusive, deliberate bird usually forages 

low, amid brushy overgrown fields nae ty poe-gre 
and thickets. It often . pf 
interbreeds with the ,,/7, 
Golden-winged TORN 
Warbler, producing 

the fertile hybrids 

known as Lawrence's 

Warbler and Brewster's 
Warbler. The female is 

similar to the male but 

duller in color and has 

less yellow on her crown. 
When its range overlaps 

that of the Golden-winged 
Warbler, it tends to displace it. 
e SONG Sings a breathy 
descending Jeeee-buzzzz. A dry buzz 
followed by a lower 4uzz is the typical : I 
song. The alternate song sounds similar to | coverts: lacks bluish 
that of the Golden-winged Warbler’s deee- ii aaialecan 
buzz, buzz, buzz. Call note is a sharp f1sf. PROTHONOTARY 
e BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Somewhat tame, but also 
somewhat inconspicuous. Feeds low in trees and close to 
ground, often hanging upside down in the manner of a 
chickadee. Often probes into curled dead leaves with long bill. 
Eats insects and spiders. Sometimes hover gleans. More 
generalized in habitat requirements than Golden-winged eel 
Warbler, it lives in a wide variety of early successional stages . wing bars or eyeline 


from old fields to young clear-cuts to power line right-of-wavs. BREWSTER’S WARBLEI 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary or small loose colonies. Blue-winged/Golden- 
¢ NESTING Incubation 10-12 days by female. Young altricial: > catia ee ee 
brooded by female; stay in nest 8-11 days, fed by both sexes. tinged with ye 

1—2 broods per vear. HIS BOYS 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon to fairly common in second | - 
growth and early successional habitat. Expanding in northern and 


northeastern portions of range. | *<s ees 


Casual in West on migration. ‘ ro 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Host to N ee 


T cowbird parasitism. Decreasing 
ec riitidne fiche wilwinesbnefly | 12 the Midwest due to habitat it 


riculture. 


lost tO ag 


| Weight 
A 


Migration Migratory 0.3 ounce 


DATE —FIME LOCATION 
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Family PyRULIDAE 


Length 4°75 inches Wingspan 7 5_8 inches 


@ 2/aday head 


"TENNESSEE WARBLER 


Despite its name, this short-tailed 


hold white stripe 


®@ OVET EVES 


/ong straight 


plump-bodied warbler nests almost bill » 


entirely in Canada and ts found in iii atenaens 


‘Tennessee only during migration. @ upperparts 
thin black e 


Fall adults and juveniles are 
eve line 


similar to females but have a short tail 

yellowish wash on the underparts, 

except for the undertail coverts, 

which are almost always white. 

grayish white e— : 

underparts ' —~e white 
undertail coverts 


pate yellow-tinged 
supercilium and 
auriculars e 


ONVE-ZTAY CORN, 
9 forehead, and nap 


@ olive upperparts 


grayish 
white lace 


grayish white & 
underparts with 
pale yellow wash 4 


FEMALE : me 
ORANGE-CROWNED 


WARBLER 
Duller; often has 


FALL 
PLUMAGE . 
streaking on throat and 
¢ SONG Male sings often with a loud staccato 3-part song of chest; less distinct face 
tiwka-ticka-ticka-ticka, chip-chip-chip, Sit-sit-sit-sit-sit-sUa-SUa-SuUQ; 
third part is faster and has a dry clattering similar to the twitter 
of Chimney Swift. Call is sharp ss77. 


pattern; yellow or 
greenish yellow 
undertail coverts. 


5 ae 2 , . ; WARBLING VIREO 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary when nesting; postbreeding birds form Larger; heavier hooked 
small groups, often in mixed-species flocks. Active, nervous. bill; slower actions; 


duller and paler 


Creeps along branches, foraging at all levels. Eats mostly insects 
(especially spruce budworm), flower nectar, fruit, and some 
seeds. More active than similar vireos. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 11-12 days by female. Altricial young 
brooded by female; stay in nest 9-11 days, fed by both sexes. 


upperparts; indistinct 
pale arc beneath eye. 


_ PHILADELPHIA VIREO 


Larger; indistinct pale 
arc below eye; heavier 
hooked bill; sluggish 
actions; duller, paler 


1 brood per year. upperparts; yellowish 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common; rising in coniferous and ee 
mixed deciduous-coniferous woodlands. Uncommon in West in fall. 
Rare in winter in California. 

® FEEDERS Mixture of suet, 
peanut butter, and ripe banana. 
® CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Rare 
cowbird host. Vulnerable to 
habitat loss. 


Weak, somewhat fluttering flight 
with brief periods of wings pulled to 
sides; repeated. 

ntification Dried grasses and moss, with lining of fine grasses, stems, and hair ¢ above bog 
in moss, on ground, or in base of shrub © built by female ¢ 4-7 white or creamy 
white eggs, with brown splotches; ovate to short ovate, subelliptical to short 


Shape wy 
Location sass Hk AAA Sip 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat @ @ vs soe 


DATE 


subelliptical, 0.62 x 0.48 inches. 


Migration Migratory Weight (4 ounce 


LOCATION 


TIME 
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Length 475-5 inches | Wingspan 7_8 inches 


ORANGE-CROWNED WARBLER = 


‘The brownish orange head patch for which 

this warbler is named is rarely noticeable pale yellowish 
unless the bird is frightened or agitated. supercitium 
It most often lives and nests in thick 

foliage close to the ground, but the — “stint 
male perches at the tops of tall Burman tare 
trees to sing. Considerable 
color variation in this widely 


. Ne thin slightly 
decurved bill 


distributed species ranges olive-green 
from dull greenish birds upperparts 


: e : faint streaking on 
in the East to brighter aden at brags 
yellow birds in the 


West. The female ee nee 


patch on marginal 
wing coverts 


~e paler yellowish 
green underparts 


yellow undertail 
5 coverts 
sometimes lacks 


the crown patch. Juveniles are 
similar to adults but may show indistinct wing bars. 


YELLOW WARBLER Q 
F . . . Female and juvenile 
e SONG Male sings a high-pitched abrupt trill, which changes ° pale edging to tertials, 


pitch toward the end, often slowing and dropping, cip-ee, chip-ee, flight feathers, and wing 
chip-ee. Call note is a rough s/c. coverts; yellow tail spots; 
e BEHAVIOR Solitary. Vocal. Slow deliberate actions. Forages 
for food along branches and in foliage low in trees, shrubs, and A 
grasses. Probes curled dead leaves. Eats mainly insects, flower 
nectar, and some fruits. Feeds from sapsucker drill wells. Hardy 
species, wintering farther north than most other warblers. 
Inquisitive; will respond to pishing and squeaking by birders. TENNESSEE WARBLER 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. a shen ian ne dager 


e NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Young altricial; unstreaked underparts; 

10 A: . - undertail coverts. 
brooded by female; stay in nest 8-10 days, fed by both sexes. ie PECer Re 
1 brood per year. 


dark eye on pale face. 


NASHVILLE WARBLER 
Clear yellow underparts 
with no streaking; 

clear white eve ring; 


shorter tail. 


upperparts; shorter tail: 


e¢ POPULATION Common in 
the West; rarer in the East. 

e FEEDERS Mixture of 
peanut butter and suet. Also 
eats doughnuts. 

© CONSERVATION 


Somewhat weak flight with series of wing : ; ; 
beats followed by brief period of wings Neotropical migrant. Rare 


pulled to sides. cowbird host. 


| Bark pieces, grass, leaves, and plant fibers, with lining of hair, feathers, and grass 
3-6 white 


© on ground, usually sheltered by shrub or grasses ® built by female ¢ 


eggs, with dark red and brown blotches; short ovate, 0.65 x 0 5 inch 


Shape qy Location m= £¢% AAA, 


‘a D 


| Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat@, %¢ ix Migration Migratory Weight ().3 ounce | 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PaRULIDAE 


| 


NASHVILLE WARBLER 

First collected while migrating near Nashville, 

‘Tennessee, this ts the only North American warbler with 

a vellow throat, no wing bars, a white eve ring, and a 

bluish gray head. It also has a chestnut crown that is white eve al 
Pa blue-gray head 


rarely noticeable. It has two breeding populations: 


one in the Pacific Coast states that often wags 
its tail, and another in northeastern and 
midwestern North America that does — o/ive-green 


wee ail ‘The female } upperparts 
not wag its tail. Phe female ts pperparts e— bright yellow 


similar to the male but is duller throat 
in color and often lacks the 
chestnut crown. 
yellowish 
underparts 


white area betwen @ 
yellow belly and yellow 
undertail 


¢ SONG High-pitched and loud, in 2 parts, see-bir, see-bit, see-bit, Grayer overall, 
nnntititit in the eastern birds, similar to that of the ‘Tennessee including gray-green 


ere back and - yell 
Warbler. Western bird’s songs begin the same way, but the ieee aes mom, Youn 


second part is more musical, richer, and generally without the sili tice decaihcorieatl 


trill at the end. Call note is a sharp pire. coverts; white eye ring; 
shorter tail. 


underparts restricted to 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary. Frequent singer on territory. Sometimes 


gives song in flight. Sings from high exposed perch. Forages low 2 a hans | 
in trees and in undergrowth for food, but often at the tps of i aveeaten haath 

. varger; gray head; 
branches or stems. Eats mostly insects. grayish throat; white 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. ©) eye ring; pink legs and 


shes Re ; 7 feet; yellow underparts, 
¢ NESTING Incubation 11-12 days by both sexes; female does 


more. Young altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 11 days, 
fed by both sexes but mostly by female. 1 brood per year. 


including belly; sluggish 
behavior walking on 


limbs and on ground. 


¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common in riparian woodlands 
and bogs, deciduous or 
coniferous woodlands, and 
thickets. 

© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Rare 
cowbird host. Vulnerable to 


Rather weak flight with series of rapid : 
habitat loss. 


wing strokes alternating with brief periods 
of wings pulled to sides. 


Plant stems, pine needles, mosses, and rabbit fur, with lining of finer materials 
@ on ground, sheltered by shrub or small tree, or sometimes placed on grassy or 
mossy tussock ® built by female ¢ 4-5 white or cream-white eggs, with fine dots 
of brown; ovate to short ovate, 0.6 x 0.47 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat@, 6¢ @ ws Migration Migratory Weight ().3 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Shape a Location mms xx 
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VIRGINIA’S WARBLER 


This bird most often builds its nest in arid 
coniferous forests in mountains and chaparral Sen 
between six thousand and nine 
thousand feet. It is named for the ashy gray head 
wife of Dr. William W. and upperparts 
Anderson, an assistant army 
surgeon who first recorded 
the bird in New Mexico. 
It is closely related and : 
very similar to the per Ne oe : et Spier: 
Nashville Warbler, y - yy yellow undertail 
although their ; oe a coverts 

white eye i 
ranges do not ring 
overlap. This shy and 
active warbler almost 
constantly bobs its tail 
up and down. Females are 
similar to males but have 
duller coloring, with both the 
rufous crown patch and the yellow 
breast patch being much reduced. 


greenish yellow 
rump 


yellow patch 6 = . pale gray-buff 
on breast [2 . 2 underparts 


e SONG Sings a 2-part song of slurred notes, with 

first 2-syllabled part of chee-wee, chee-wee, chee-wee, cheah, cheah, 
chee. Call is a sharp abrasive chink. 

e BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Rather shy and retiring. May 
join mixed-species foraging flocks after nesting season. Male 
often sings from high exposed perch. Forages in low trees, 


Shorter tail; white 
underparts with white 
undertail coverts ® male 
is smaller and has 


shrubs, and sometimes on ground. Eats mostly insects and their 
caterpillars. Gleans prey from branches and foliage and 
sometimes hover gleans. Catches some insects in flight. 


chestnut crown and 
rump @ female and 
juvenile have cinnamon 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. a 
¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Estimated g COLIMA WARBLER 
; : + Larger; more brown on 
incubation 11-12 days by both sexes, but mostly by female. 
Young altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest estimated 
11 days, fed by both sexes. 2 broods per year. yellow undertail 
¢ POPULATION Common in mountain brushlands with oad 
adjacent pines or oaks. Rare migrant and wintering bird to coastal 

California. Casual in the East 

during migration. 

¢ CONSERVATION 

Neotropical migrant. Rare to 

uncommon host to cowbird 

parasitism. Some range 
Somewhat weak fluttering direct flight expansion in California since 
on rapidly beating wings. the 1960s. 


upperparts and flanks; 
brighter yellow rump; 


Bark pieces, grasses, moss, lichens, and stems, with lining of same materials and 
hair © on ground, near grassy tussock or base of tree, or hidden in pile of leaves 
© built by female ¢ 3—5 white eggs, flecked with brown; oval to short oval, 


Shape Location pamms se 
p wo 0.6 x 0.5 inches. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 2 
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[ Famil 
aml'Y PARULIDAE 
pA 
| ] ~ i 
COLIMA WARBLER | 
I his large warbler is a native of Mexico but has a | 
; ; * TULOUS CTOWN 
| breeding range in southwestern lexas and makes 
its summer home in the high mountain canyon 
oak forests of the Chisos Mountains in Big 
' menial! Dace Oo , an : 
Bend National Park. ‘Uhis trusting bird is inbiteo ane ving a — pale gray chin, 
similar to Virginia’s Warbler but ts larger, throat, breast, 
longer tailed, has browner upperparts and and belly 
underparts, and rarely bobs its tail. “Vhe 
female is similar to the male, and 
juveniles are similar to adults but erayish brown toe 
have buffy wing bars, pale yellow altve-Drown 
“1 . ; upperparts 
uppertail coverts, and little or no 
rufous on the crown. 
¢ SONG A high-pitched warbling staccato 
trill, with slight changes in pitch within 
each song, similar to that of the Orange- 
crowned Warbler. Has a sharp loud call of 
: . : | ‘e brownish wash 
plisst. Males sing often throughout the day. on sides of flanks 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. and breast 
Somewhat tame, allowing fairly close ; 
ade a . © bright yellow rump 
approach. Responsive to pishing by and uppertail coverts 
birders. Forages for food in trees, \ 
gleaning from branches, twigs, ne 
-— : ; ; : ‘e bold tawny yellow 
foliage, and flowers. Eats insects Ce 
a ae undertail coverts 
and their larvae. Occasionally 
catches insects in flight. 
Krequents moist mountain 
canyons above 6,000 feet with 
woodland overstory of oaks, VIRGINIA’'S WARBLER 
juniper, pinon pines, and madrone. piniinabsas heweaines 
; grayer overall; large 
® BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. yellow breast patch; 
¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known; virtually sitar thee wide bene 
, ; 2 a gS ; ; : ; : undertail coverts; 
unstudied in the field. Estimated incubation is 10-12 days by ne ney eeateers 
both sexes. Young altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest patch; lacks brown 
estimated 11 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. renee OF Pee 
iicae’ an ; ; er re . : : breast, and flanks. 
® POPULATION Common in limited US range and habitat in 
Chisos Mountains of ‘Texas. Accidental in southeast ‘Texas. 
® CONSERVATION 
Flight Pattern Neotropical migrant and habitat 
specialist. Vulnerable to habitat 
mf » | loss due to fire. Also vulnerable 
to habitat loss in Mexico from 
overgrazing and logging. US 
Somewhat weak fluttering direct flight range is fully protected. Extent 
on rapidly beating wings. > Bi nets 
of cowbird parasitism unknown. 
Nest Identification Dry leaves, dry grasses, pieces of bark, and moss, with lining of fur and hair 
© on ground, sheltered by grassy tussock, rocks, or stream bank ¢ built by both 
*xes © 4 creamy white eggs, with brown wreath at larger end; oval, 
Shap Location umm SEXES, © ; 5B, ? 
@ 0.72 x 0.53 inches. 
[ >} : a 
F 


lUMABE Caves similar Weight () 4 ounce 


DATE SC TIME LOCATION 
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Length 4.25 inches Wingspan 7 inches 
ae 


LUCY’S WARBLER = 


Distinguished from similar birds by its reddish reddish brown 
rump, Lucy’s Warbler is the only wood warbler patch on crowne 
to nest in the desert of southwestern North 

America and the only western warbler to 

nest in crevices and tree cavities. It was pale ashy gray 
named for the daughter of Spencer F. upperparts e 
Baird, secretary of the Smithsonian | 
Institution. A small pale plain gray 
bird, it is kinglet-sized and has a 
chestnut crown, chestnut 
uppertail coverts, and a 
habit of constantly 
bobbing its tail. 


~e white 
eye TINE 


whitish 
tawny to chestnut underparts 


uppertail coverts 


¢ SONG Sings a loud 

sweet persistent song of 

2-3 parts on different pitches, 
tea-tea-tee-tee-tee, wheat-wheat-wheat. 
Call is sharp chink. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. After 
nesting season, forms small family groups 
and may join mixed-species foraging flocks. Active. Constantly 
on the move. Bobs tail habitually. Forages for food in foliage of 
trees, flowers, and shrubbery. Eats mostly insects and moths. 
Probes blossoms of cacti. Among North American warblers, only 
it and the Prothonotary are hole nesters. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Estimated 
incubation 10-12 days by both sexes. Young altricial; brooded by 
female; stay in nest estimated 10-11 days, fed by both sexes. 

2 broods per year. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common in desert riparian thickets with 
willows and cottonwood and in 


VIRGINIA’'S WARBLER 


Juvenile ¢@ larger; 
greenish yellow rump; 


yellowish undertail 


coverts; prominent 
white eye ring. 


BELL'S VIREO 
»'® Larger; big-headed; 
white spectacles; 

2 whitish wing bars; 
greenish gray cast to 
upperparts; also 


habitually bobs tail. 


stands of mesquite. Declining 
over much of range. 

® CONSERVATION Declining 
due to clearing of riparian 
woodlands. Occasional host to 


Rather weak fluttering direct flight on cowbird parasitism. Neotropical 
rapidly beating wings. 


migrant. Accidental in the East 


Pieces of bark, leaf stems, and weeds, lined with hair, fur, and fine bark chips 
{ © abandoned woodpecker holes, other birds’ nests, or tree hollows ¢ built by 


both sexes ® 3-7 white to creamy white eggs, flecked with browns, usually 


, 
Shape PR Od Location 7 
P cl / % concentrated at larger end; ovate to short ovate, 0.57 x 0.45 inches 


Habitat} yw oe Migration Migratory Weight ().2 ounce 


DATE TIME ____ LOCATION _ 


i 6 Sexes similar 
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3 aT ee = 7 7 
Family PARULIDAE PETES Parula supercitiose 2 Length 4 25 inches Wingspan 7 inches 


C_RESCENT-CHESTED WARBLER 


On rare occasion this tiny Mexican bird visits North America and has | 


been spotted in southeastern Arizona and Big Bend National Park, 


‘Texas. ‘The combination of the bold white eyebrow and yellow a 
. . : ~ 2 6 2 CEVEDTOR: CRIdEHNS 

underparts, gray head, and greenish back 1s definitive hahaa da . btoiek oven 
among North American warblers. ‘he female ts ls 


head 


similar to the male, but the crescent on 

her breast is a very pale washed-out olive-green 
chestnut. ‘The southwestern tle 
spring and fall records are 
from pine-oak woodlands 
in mountain canyons, 
while the one 
wintering bird was 
found in willow- 
riparian area. 

‘The juvenile 

male is similar to hie teh, Packeat 
the adult female, and undertail 
while the juvenile coverts 
female may lack the 

chestnut on her breast. 

e SONG An insectlike dry 

buzz of dzzzzz2222%r oF 

searrrrrrirr. Call is a soft, 

somewhat abrasive s/f or ship. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. More 
gregarious in winter, joining mixed-species flocks to feed. 


yellow chin, 
throat, and 
breast 


a 


* 
Ne chestnut crescent 
on breast 


“PROPICAL PARULA 


Forages for food in middle to upper level of trees, with rather Blick lores? bold 
slow deliberate actions. Gleans from twigs and foliage, often f” white wing bars; bluish 
picking food from the undersides of leaves. Hangs chickadee- +. gray head, wings, rump, 

: . * and tail; greenish back; 
like beneath leaves and branches to examine surfaces for prey. 7 ; 

: ; - itis : whitish undertail 
Eats mostly insects but also takes some berries and fruits. coverts; bright yellow 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. underparts; lacks white 

—_ . ; : ; : supercilium; lacks 
e NESTING Breeding biology poorly Known; incubation areecenton chest 
estimated at 12—14 days by female. Young altricial; brooded by * uncommon in south 
female; stay in nest estimated 8-10 days, fed by both sexes. 


1—2 broods per year. 

© POPULATION Casual to 
accidental in North America in 
mountains of southeastern 
Arizona and Chisos Mountains 
of southwestern ‘Texas. 
Generally uncommon in 


Weak flight of short duration on rapidly 
beating wings, alternating with brief Mexico, ranging within 
periods of wings pulled to sides. 200 miles of Arizona border. 


Moss, grass, and conifer needles, with lining of finer materials © atop grassy 


Nest Identification 


Shape wy Location sums x£¥ | 


a 


tussock or sheltered by hill or bank on or near the ground ¢ female is believed 


to build nest without help from the male ¢ 3 plain white eggs; oval to short 
oval, 0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat oe 9¢ _@ Migration Nonmigratory | We'8ht 0.3 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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) Onan aa aan a : j 
Family PARULIDAE ’ eles Dendy ‘a petechia— Wingspan 7 75 inches 
| 


» @ SONG Sings a swift warbling swee/-sweer, 


Plumage Sexes differ 


YELLOW WARBLER = 


‘This plump-bodied bird has a wider range than any other North 

American warbler, nesting from Canada to Mexico and from bright yellow head 
the Pacific to the Atlantic Coasts. A habitat generalist, 
like many warblers, it feeds harmful leaf-eating 
caterpillars to its nestlings. When a 
cowbird invades and lays eggs . 
in this warbler’s nest, the 
female builds a roof over all 
of the eggs, both hers and Sendionh 
the brood parasite’s, and often wih velloe 
lays a new set on the “new” edging on 
nest floor. As many as six stories /¢@/e7s 
have been found in a single nest, 

each floor containing entombed 

cowbird eggs. Bright red streaking on the 
male’s underparts distinguishes him from the 
female and all other North American warblers. 
Females may have faint reddish streaking on their 
underparts. Juveniles resemble adult females. 


dark eye contrasts 
with yellow face 


MALE 


yellowish 
overall 
bright yellow 
underparts with 
reddish streaking 


['m-so-sweet or tseet-tseet-tseet-tit-deet, 
bouncy and variable. Similar to 

some songs of Chestnut- 

sided Warbler and wis 
American Redstart. a oe 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in and edging 
pairs. Tame and conspicuous. 

Active. Forages in bushes, shrubs, or 
trees. Gleans food from branches and 
foliage; sometimes hawks insects. Eats 
mostly insects, larvae, and some fruit. us 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. FEMALE 


yellowish olive 
back, wings, 
and tail 


RP: 
SS aenes ; 
Se ae 
WILSON’S WARBLER Q 
Female and juvenile 
¢ longer darker tail; lacks 
yellow tail spots; more 
uniform olive-green 
coloring on upperparts; 
no wing bars; female may 
show trace of dark cap. 


ORANGE-CROWNED 


WARBLER 
: . Olive-green overall; paler 
e nT ala a ‘ m j at? axre >» « > = . ‘ 
NEST ING Incubation 11-12 days by female. nadeeparts withodidigy 
Altricial young brooded by female; stay in nest 9-12 days, fed streaking; uniform dark 
by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. tail without pale edging 


or spots; lacks wing bars. 


¢ POPULATION Common and widespread in riparian 
thickets, second-growth woodlands, gardens, orchards, and wetlands. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Common 
host to cowbird parasitism. 
Vulnerable to habitat loss, 
especially in riparian areas, and 
to herbicide spraying of willow 
thickets for grazing. 


Weak, fluttering flight with brief periods 
of wings drawn to sides. Sallies out to 


snatch insects in air and returns to perch. 


Strongly built from plant material, grasses, moss, lichen, and fur, bound with 
spider's silk and cocoon material; lined with fine materials * in fork of tree or 
bush, 6-14 feet high (but up to 60 feet) * built mostly by female; male watches 
Shape wy Location Sep be * 3-6 grayish, green, or bluish white eggs, splotched with grays, olives, and 


browns, wreathed at large end; oval to short oval, 0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


Habitat @ ie 


Weight () 3 ounce 


Migration Migratory 


DATE TIME_____ ___ LOCATION - 
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=n " - == 


Family PARULIDAE | SPECIES Nondroica pen , | Length 5_5 25 inches | Wingspan 7 5_8 25 inches 


| 


CHESTNUT-SIDED WARBLER 


[he only North American warbler with pure white 
underparts in all seasons, this bird most often lives in 


second-growth deciduous woodlands. An active 
feeder, 1t often cocks its tail high above its back, Block lores aad 
? eye stripe 
| 


yellow crown 


light olive-green 
upperparts with 
have a white eye ring on a gray face, a green black streaking e 
crown, and creamy yellow wing bars; ' 


exposing a white crissum. Birds in fall plumage 


: 2 pale yellow 
males have chestnut on the sides and wing bars @ 


black streaking on a green back. 
e SONG High-pitched 
please-please- 

please d-to-meetcha. 

Alternate or “second” song 
lacks strong up-and-down slurred 
notes at the end and is similar to that 
of the Yellow Warbler, deer-deet-deet-titi- 
deet. Call is a husky slurred chip. 

e BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 
‘Tame and active. Singing male ts 
conspicuous on territory. Picks 


black 


malar mark 


rich 
chestnut sides 


slate-blue le gS 


Se white 
and feet 


underparts 


food off leaves of trees and greenish upperparts 
forages on ground. Catches 2 yellowish white ¢ with black streaking 


insects in flight. Eats 

insects, caterpillars, 

seeds, and berries. 

¢ BREEDING 

Monogamous. Solitary. 

e NESTING Incubation 
11-13 days by female. Altricial 
young brooded by female; remain 
in nest 10-12 days, fed by both 
sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 


wing bars ° yellow-green 

forehead and 
@ (TORN A 

off FALL 7 

PLUMAGE 


blackish gray 
lores, malar, and 
_ less chestnut postocular stripe 
Ne on sides 


® Pc YPULATION Fairly cCOMmMmMon to FEMAI E ae aa 
common in brushy thickets, second-growth deciduous \ll plumages are distinctive and if 
woodlands, brushy old fields, and young clear-cuts. Rare seen well are not likely to be 


i : , confused with any other warbler. 
migrant in West. 


¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical migrant. Vulnerable to habitat 
loss through natural succession 
processes. Rare in the early 
1800s, but became increasingly 
common as eastern forests 

were cut, and brushy, early 
succession-stage woody habitats 


Weak fluttering flight with brief periods of 


suiiisete atueecarts: race dies, Gall ies Fenced 4a1 emerged. Declining in some 


snatch insects in air, returning to perch. areas as Current forests mature. 


Bark chips, vines, and plant material, with lining of animal hair and grasses 
¢ in fork of small tree or shrub, or in blackberry thicket, 14 feet above ground 


¢ built by female © 3—5 white to greenish white or creamy white eggs, with 


purple and brown blotches; oval to short oval, 0.66 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat @ og Migration Migratory Weight (4 ounce 


DATE TIME _ LOCATION 
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Family PyRULIDAE SI cies rdroica magnolia 51 S WINESPaN 7 75 inches 


MAGNOLIA WARBLER 


Often fanning its tail to show its broad white subterminal 
band and yellow rump, this bird nests in damp 
coniferous forests. ‘he tail from below is white at the 
base with a black terminal band. From above, the 

white band is interrupted in the middle. a ene 
Females are similar but show two white patch e 
wing bars and sometimes a white 
eye ring during their first spring; 
a black loral mask may 

extend onto auriculars. 

Juveniles and fall-plumaged birds have 
gray heads with white eye rings, greenish gray 
upperparts with black streaking on the males, black 
streaking on the sides and flanks of males, and faint 
streaking on the flanks of females. 

e SONG Brief high-pitched wee-o, wee-0, wee-chew or weery- 
weety-weeteeo, 2 or 3 slurred phrases with an ending note 
higher in pitch, emphatic and down- 

slurred. Call is distinctive 


hroad white 


blackish ils 
upperparts @ : broken white 


@ eve TING 


‘e dark 
blackish 
streaking on 
breast, sides, 
and flanks 


MALE 


® yellow 


underparts 


: oltve-tinged white supercili 
nasal dry chip fzeé. aides hi te supercilium 
; gray crown @ and eye ring 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary and hindneck @ | phick-choted 
or in pairs. ‘Tame and | yellow-olive 
active. Males sing from P back 


conspicuous perches or gray wings 
. . 7 ome ? sombeto 
while foraging. Often with ; white 
. : : WING DATS = 
spreading tail, busily ii : ee FALL 
yellow undertail coverts PLUMAGE 


gleans insects from 
branches and foliage; 
occasionally hawks them 
in flight. Eats insects, larvae, 


underparts with 
black streaking 


: : PRAIRIE WARBLER 
caterpillars, and spiders. _ dowel 
Fall © yellowish 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. FIRST SPRING ; supercilium; has only 
; fe : 2 FEMALE arc beneath eye; olive 
© NESTING Incubation 11-13 days by Sk peter acsd Pate 
female. Altricial young brooded by female; stay in nest olive-green tail; lacks 
8-10 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. grayish white breast 
= —_ a : , ; band; pumps tail 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common; slight decline in i 
. a 
parts of Appalachians, increase in southern Appalachians and in New as Ps, 
England. Casual in winter in ass x 
Florida. Rare migrant in West. ' 
® CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Vulnerable 
to habitat loss. Loss of eastern 
: + spruce-fir forests to adelgids and 
Weak fluttering flight with brief periods of | . lecline 
wings drawn to sides. Sallies forth to take air pollution Is Causing a GCCHINE | 
insects in flight, returning to perch. in numbers. 
Grasses and sticks. lined with rootlets * on horizontal branch, usual Lhe 
7 above ground © built by both sexes ¢ 3—5 white, creamy white, or enish whit 
“pp h brown dots or splotches, sometimes wreathed at lar 
Sha Location Eee 
= @ Ay Me subelliptical to short subelliptical, 0.64 x 0.48 inch 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat ¢.@ @.. Migration Migratory | Weight 0.3 ounce 


ATE _ TIME LOCATION 
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Family PaRULIDAE 


CAPE MAY WARBLER 


[dentifiable by its chestnut cheek patches, this bird is | 


named after Cape May, New Jersey, where it was blackish- 
discovered in 1811. This fairly common inhabitant of  p/ve-green streaked crown 
northern spruce forests is Known for tts upperparts with 


ageressive behavior of chasing other birds _— Hlack stripes 
large white 


from treetop foraging areas. Females are : 
<a: wing patche_ 


duller but are easily idenufied by the 
yellow rump and patches on the side 
of the neck. Juveniles and fall- 
plumaged birds are similar to 
females, but many have faint gray 
streaking on pale yellow to 
whitish underparts. 

e SONG Sounds like seer 
seet seet seet, high- 

pitched, wiry, and 


yellow on 
face and neck 


chestnut 
cheek patch 


heavily black- 
streaked yellow 
underparts 


yellow or 
greenish rump 


dark gray 
short tail ae 


upslurred, usually in legs and feet 
series of 5—6 notes. € 
Call is high thin seer. dusky gray JUVENILE 
s . Posto ular pale yellow patch on neck FEMALE 
e@ = | ° ze . 
BEHAVIOR SITpe @ , behind auriculars 


Solitary or in pairs. yellow 
Forages in thickets %#Pevci/ium 
or high in trees, 
particularly in 
conifers on breeding 
grounds. Hawks 
insects and spruce 


dull olive-green 


YELLOW-RUMPED 
upperparts 


WARBLER Q 
Larger; browner 
upperparts; coarse 
dusky streaks on 


underparts; yellow 


Veé Howtsh é 


throat. breast patch on sides of chest; 


budworms. and sides with ? pero yellow rump; lacks 
’ : : Pu. ectysnin Bee = pe yellow on neck; distinct 
Sometimes drinks dusky streaking white wing bars yellow on nec 


facial pattern; longer 
tail; chip or check notes 


FEMALE distinctive. 


tree sap, juice from 
grapes, and flower nectar. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. PALM WARBLER 
Imnepr = . : . Fall © distinct pale 
¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Incubation about Ca baited 
a ‘ oe ka . : 2 supercilium; yellow 
11-13 days by female. Altricial young brooded by female; fed by vndestail covert: 


both sexes; stay in nest estimated 10-12 days. 1 brood per year. usually found at ground 
level; wags tail. 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon in spruce fir forests; may become 
locally common during spruce budworm outbreaks. Declining short- 
term populations. Very rare to 
casual in West during migration. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Vulnerable 
to loss of breeding and 
wintering grounds due to 

of wings pulled xo sidescsometiones deforestation and forest 

sallies from perch to take insects in flight. fragmentation. 


Weak fluttering flight with brief periods 


‘Thickly lined with fine materials, including moss, vines, and weed 
stalks * 30-60 feet above ground on branch of spruce or fir ¢ built by 


. - ‘emale ® 6—9 cre: iTre e@ H yr: ) - ovate to 
Shape wa Location bs female * 6—9 creamy white eggs, with gray or brown spots; ovate t 


short ovate, 0.66 x 0.5 inches. 


P| 


lUMaEC Sexes differ Weight 0.4 ounce 


DATE _ TIME LOCATION 
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Length 


BLACK-THROATED BLUE WARBLER 
Easily identified by its deep blue-gray back, white 

underparts, and white wing patch, this common migratory 

bird can be seen across eastern North America every 


spring and fall. Its nesting ranges from southern dark blue-gray 


Canada through the Appalachians to 
northern Georgia. Females 
differ from their mates 
more than any of the 
wood warblers, with 
brownish olive to gray 
upperparts, whitish 
supercilium, and small bold white patch 
white patch at the base of pak cirah 
the primaries. Juvenile 

females sometimes lack the 


e small white 
tail pak hes 


DPIIMAaTIES 
i 


white patch. pale eyebrow 
e SONG A breathy buzzy a ae 

; car @ dark jac 
zwee-zwee-zwee-zweeeee, “IT acs 


am lazy,” OF ur-Zurr-zree. 
Call is abrasive dt. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary 
or in pairs. Tame and 
trusting. Forages in low 
and middle level trees 
and underbrush. 
Sometimes hawks 
insects in flight. Eats 
insects and their larvae. In FEMALE 
migration and winter, also takes 

_ fruit and seeds and may feed from sapsucker drill wells. 


buff e 
underparts 


5.25 inches | “!PEsPan 7_7 5 inches 


3 


MALE 


meas a ese AN( \ 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. | 
e NESTING Incubation 12-13 days by female. Young altricial; ereenist 
brooded by female; stay in nest 1-12 days, fed by both sexes. / 
1 brood per year. 2 
¢ POPULATION Common in deciduous and mixed coniferous 
forests with dense undergrowth, rhododendron thickets, and : 
a 
bogs, often on mountain slopes. Western vagrant in migration. g 
. P | fs 
Uncommon in winter in Florida. | *. a; 
e FEEDERS Suet and peanut | ‘ “e 
butter in migration and winter. ' . 
® CONSERVATION 2 
Neotropical migrant. 
Relatively weak flight with series of rapid 4 ' 
Uncommon host to cowbird 
wing beats alternating with brief periods : . 
of wings pulled to sides. Sallies from perct parasitism. Vulnerable to habitat 
to snatch insect in air: returns to perct loss due co deforestati mn 
Bark 1 g 
re ] - © © 
at 
amy location at os ; i 


. a 
ict 0.4 ounce 


DATE TIME : LOCATION 
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Family paRULIDAE : 16 | Length 5 5 inches Wingspan g 5 inches 


YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLER 


In the East this is the most prevalent migrating warbler, and in winter it 
is the most abundant in North America. Plumage varies with geography. 
In the West the group known as Audubon’s Warbler has a yellow throat 
and broken white eye ring. ‘he northern and castern group back auricular yellow crown 
known as the Myrtle Warbler has white eyebrows, B7aY patch patch 
danihis upperparts 
a white arc beneath the eye, and 2 while 
white on the throat and both WIRE Cats 
sides of the neck. Until 
recently these groups were 
considered two species, but 
they interbreed where their 


. 


yellow rump 


ranges overlap and have been MALE black 
classified as geographic races MYRTLE ribo 
of one species. Juveniles are WARBLER and flanks 
similar to winter adults. white underparts 


© SONG Variable slow 
warble that often 
slows in the middle 


black-streaked gray- 
brown upperparts 


then speeds gem Pe yellow side’ | AUDUBON’S 
ce WINES ~~ FEMALE patches BREEDING 
and ends on MYRTLE MALE 


rising or falling WARBLER 
notes. Some sand are a 
‘ee 
have musical sala 
trill. Call is loud Sess askate WINTER 


check, chup, or chip. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary 
or in pairs. Gregarious in winter, 

often joins mixed feeding flocks. Gleans or hover-gleans on 
ground and in bushes and trees; also hawks. Able to live for long 
periods on berries and seeds. Also eats insects and spiders, and 
drinks tree sap and juice from fallen oranges. 

e BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

e NESTING Incubation 12-13 days by female. Altricial young 
brooded by female; stay in nest 10-12 days, fed by both sexes. 

2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Abundant in coniferous or mixed forests; 
wooded and brushy habitats in winter. In winter Myrtle form 
common in East, fairly common 
on West Coast; Audubon’s form 
casual in East in winter. 

@ FEEDERS Suet, doughnuts, 
and peanut butter. 

@¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Myrtles 
are common cowbird hosts. 


underparts with 
gray streaks on 
breast and sides 


PLUMAGE 


PALM WARBLER 
Juvenile ¢ yellow 
undertail coverts; white 
spots in tail corners; 
pumps tail. 


CAPE MAY WARBLER 
Juvenile © smaller; 
yellow on sides of neck; 
shorter tail; dull green 
rump; pale yellow wash 
on center of breast. 


Fairly rapid flight with quick wing strokes, 


alternating with brief periods of wings 
pulled to sides. Sallies forth and takes 


insects In flight, returning to perch. 


Shredded bark, weed stalks, twigs, and roots, lined with feathers ¢ 4-50 feet 


above ground in conifer ® built by female ¢ 3—5 white to creamy eggs, with 
brown and gray markings, occasionally wreathed; oval to short oval, 


Shape wy Location a> 


0.7 x 0.53 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Migration Migratory Weight (5 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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amily PARULIDAE 


BLACK-THROATED GRAY WARBLER | 


Its streaked plumage serves as camouflage in the coniferous 
forests and scrub-oak woodlands where this bird makes its 
home. ‘The female is similar to the male but has a 

white throat and shows mostly gray coloring where 

the male bird shows black. Its pattern is very gray back with 
similar to that of a Townsend’s Warbler but aback sneaking 
with the grays replaced by yellow- 
greens and the whites by yellow. 
The only yellow in the 
plumage of this bird is the 
small dot on the supralorals. 4, : 
e SONG Varied. A buzzy phe pio 
insectlike weezy, weezy, weezy, weezy, feathers 
wueco, with the last note or next to 

the last note higher. Call is a dull 7p. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Often 

joins mixed-species foraging groups outside 
breeding season. Forages at low to middle levels for 
food, which it gleans along twigs, branches, and 
leaves of trees. Eats insects, larvae, and caterpillars. 
Active and energetic; may hawk insects or 

hover glean for food. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. gray crown with ; 
Solitary nester. black borders and YY 


UY 
ae black-streaked YH : 
¢ NESTING Breeding biology CS Re ‘ : Gp *PMALE 


poorly known. Incubation 
estimated at 12 days by female. 


black-and- > shin 


white head 
iia small yellow 


spot between 
eye and bill 


MALE 


black chin, 
throat, and 
upper breast 


2 white 
wing bars 


black streaking 
on sidles 


gray 
auriculars 


Young altricial; brooded by ». 
female; estimated to stay in par his 

~ 4 ~, 7 
nest 8-10 days, fed by both aNd [hrod 


BLACK-AND-WHITE 
: WARBLER 
“= White median crown 


sexes. 1 brood per year. Bank band 
Pees opr tripe; black-and- 
¢ POPULATION Fairly on lower ae ia 
throat white riped back; 


common to common in 

chaparral, dry coniferous and 

mixed coniferous-deciduous forests, 
and scrub-oak woodlands in mountains. Casual to rare in the 

East; rare in migration and in winter on the Gulf Coast and Lower 
Rio Grande Valley of ‘Texas. 

¢ FEEDERS Occasionally 
comes to feeding stations in 
winter for suet, peanut butter, 
or fruit. 

® CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Rare 
cowbird host. 


black cheeks; white 


black pat Aon 
side of rear throat 


crissum with black 


spotting; lacks yellow 


supraloral spot. 


Weak flight with rapid wing strokes 
alternating with brief periods of wings 


pulled to sides. Sallies forth to take insects 
in flight and returns to same perch. 


Plant fibers, grasses, and weed stalks, with lining of feathers, animal hair, 


mosses, and flower stems ® in fork or on branch of tree, usually 3-10 feet above 


‘ 


Shape Sl] Location py. bi 
io 


5 | 
ground @ built by female * 4—5 white or creamy white eggs, with purple an 


brown splotches and dots; usually ovate or short ovate, 0.67 x 0.5 inch 


umage Sexes differ 


ATE TIME | _ LOCATION ___ _ 
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| Family PaRULIDAE Specles Dendroica chrysoparia Length 475-5 inches | Wingspan 7 5_8 inches 


GOLDEN-CHEEKED WARBLER 2 


Now endangered, this habitat specialist of “cedar breaks,” Ashe juniper 


and oaks, breeds only on or near the Edwards Plateau in ‘lexas 
ind winters in Nlexico and Central America. /krom the 
mature Ashe juniper the female strips bark and binds D1ack (TORN ®@ 


it with spider webs to camouflage the outside of 


its nest. lhe male sings sunrise to sunset from hlack outlin 


| wen CONSPI¢ UOUS per hes On ItS nesting 
territory. Kemales have white throats and 


Diack upperparts e 


underparts. Juveniles have olive 


pperparts streaked with black and 


streaked sides to ther throats. - NTC @ 


© SONG 455 harsh buzzy notes. 


D2ZZ-LAV UCE-AAV=CE OT TRCCAN 


@ black chin, 
throat, and bib 


j 


l& eeah fwreesy. ( all iS 1p. 


e BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 


pairs. Clings chickadee-like 


black streaking 
On std ‘S 


ine eo white 
under branches as it forages. underparts 
| Gleans tood from foliage, 
stems, and twigs. Eats 
| nostly insects. Feeds at 
reights of 30 feet or less, 
hunting in middle to lower dark olive-green 
evels. Outside breeding 2 wai Mpper pear 
season joins mixed 


+ 


Oraging flocks. Returns ® blackish eye line 


© breeding grounds in 


| mid-March and males 


—*® streaky blackish bib 


begin territorial songs. 
| e BREEDING 


| Nflonogamous and solitary. 
e NESTING Incubation 


12 days by female. Young 


Similar Birds — 


BLACK-TPHROATED 


GREEN WARBLER & 


a Juvenile female ¢ olive 


cap; unstreaked 


one 


alctricial: brooded by female: 
) stay in nest 9 days, fed by 


both sexes. 1 brood per vear. FEMALE 


ve 
© POPULATION Rare: limited to 
| hill country of central Texas. 

| ¢ CONSERVATION Federally 
| | Flight Pattern endangered. One of the rarest 


e olive-green upperparts; 


hour olive auricular patch; 


outline greenish olive rump. 


songbirds in North America. 

} | 4 7T AS 4 af ~w | Vulnerable to Blue Jay 
| | af ; predation, cowbird parasitism, 

Fide qatasch, anita, came + and habitat destruction. 
| | Sncetes sitet . esi | Neotropical migrant. 
} Di ad 

= = =—_ = SS 
i Nest Identification Bark pieces, grasses, spider's silk, and rootlets, with lining of feathers and hair 
— ¢ in fork of tree, usually 15-20 feet above ground ¢ built by female ¢ 3-5 white 


white eggs, with brown and gravy dots and flecks; generally ovate to 


Shape Location 7 [ ! VIC yo 
2 w " ds rt te. 0.75 x 0.5 


inches 


Plumage Sexes differ | Habitat ® 29 a» 


_| Migration Migratory 


Weight () 4 ounce 


DATE TIME _ : __ LOCATION _ 
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Family PyRULIDAE SPECIES Dendroica viren. Length 475-5 inches | Winéspan 7 5_8 inches 


BLACK-THROATED GREEN WARBLER a 


Like many in its family, the individual Black-throated 

Green Warbler sings two different songs, but in 

two different contexts: one in the vicinity of 

the female or nest and the other near aiievey upperparts with I 
the territorial boundaries or when auricular patch @ e streaking on back 
stimulated by another male. It 

is the only warbler in eastern 

North America with bold - 

; : bright yellow 
yellow cheeks. The female j,¢head and 
is similar to the male but sides of face 
shows fewer black streaks 
on the sides of her body, 
less black on her throat, black chin, 

: : . throat, and 
and has a yellowish chin qinade 
: an upper breast 
and upper throat. The 
juvenile is similar to the 
female but has a white throat 
» and lacks the black on its breast. 
, © SONG A throaty srees-rrees- 
' «whispering-trees (the territorial/male 


while underparts € 


FEMALE 


interaction song) and a hoarse zay- yellowish 
3 : hin 
_ 2ay-zay-z00-zece (the pair Def 
| bonding/nest vicinity song). black throat & 
> Call is a flat soft ss7p. veiled with | 


» @ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 
Forages at mid-level in vegetation 
and in the interior of branches, usually ; i re a aoe 

not at the tips. Gleans from twigs and foliage: cee Bi 


 hover-gleans and may hawk flying prey. Eats adult insects, 


feather tips 
/ 


Grav to black 


> caterpillars, larvae, and some berries, particularly in migration. . Streaking; black o1 | 
' @ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. i oh eae 
e NESTING Incubation 12 days by female. Young altricial: | line connected to the 
brooded by female; remain in nest 8-10 days, fed by both sexes, | (ramaksaed 


but female does more. 1—2 broods per year. | earn ere 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common in a variety of habitats of it 
conifer, mixed deciduous-conifer, and deciduous woodlands. = 2 


Some winter regularly in southern Florida; casual to accidental in 
the West. Numbers decreasing Sd Shee 
in the Great Lakes areas and in ‘ a 
parts of New England. ' 
¢ CONSERVATION 


: Neotropical migrant. Vulnerable 
Somewhat weak flight with rapid wing to habitat loss. Rare host to 


strokes, alternating with brief periods : | 
Ow DIT yarasitismM 
wings pulled to sides. Sallies from perch ( Ira | I 
J 
takes insect In air, and returns to perch i 


Shape wy Location tix ae vhite or I 


on 


Plumage Sexes differ | Habitat 9.@ @, | Migration Migratory | weien 0.3 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


AMERICA 


endi \ 8th 4.75_5 inches 


rynN y 1 ~ > a j ~ | 
PFOWNSEND’S WARBLER | 
‘he western counterpart of the Black-throated Green Warbler | 
blackish ear , 


606 © BIRDS OF NORTH 


Family PARULIDAE Wingspan 7.5—8 inches 


nests in high pines and spruces of the Pacific Northwest. 


P P< a 
The bright yellow underparts and yellow face with patch with wide . 
3 7 yellow trim dark blackish 
black cheek patch are difficult to see because olive-green mae 
( @. 


upperparts with 


the bird forages and sings in the tops of the 
black streaks e 


2 whitt 
wing bars e 


mature conifers. ‘Lownsend’s Warbler 


often hybridizes with the Hermit —e black chin, 
throat, and 


Warbler where ranges overlap. 
upper breast 


e SONG Variable. Raspy high 


WECZY, WEEZY, WECZY, [WCEA, 


| white in outer 
2-3 tail feathers 


rising in pitch but 
5) I yellow breast 
dropping at the end. 


Call is high sharp /s7é. ‘e yellowish sides 


° BEHAVIOR white belly # with black 
_ streaking 
Solitary or in pairs. olive crown with & 
Gregarious after black streaking @ 
reeding sex : narrow black 
breeding season; ibaa 


_ . reaking on back , 

joins mixed-species il alias —~e yellow chin 

foraging flocks 

: 1211 g locks. | D iit antes and throat 

Aggressive towa’¢ wing DATS @. : 
55 ving bars © olive checks 


\ necklace of 


black streaks 


on lower throat 


BLACK-PHROATED 
GREEN WARBLER 
other species. Ye te glo = 
° thin black without Gark Car 

streaks on sides 


and flanks 


Sometimes hover-gleans patches; whitish chest; 


Eats olive back with black 
insects, caterpillars, and spiders. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 
¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Incubation 


estimated at 12 days by female. Altricial young brooded by 


from branches and foliage. 


FEMALE 


streaking; yellowish 
wash on undertail 
coverts ® eastern 
breeding range has 
almost no overlap. 


HERMIT WARBLER 


female; stay in nest estimated 8-12 days. Fed by both sexes; 
female may do more. | brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly common in coniferous and mixed 
coniferous-deciduous forests. Casual to accidental in winter and 


Lacks black cheeks and 
crown; yellow restricted 
to breast and sides; fine 
black streaking on sides 


and flanks. 


in migration in the East. May be increasing slightly and 
expanding range southward in Washington and Oregon. 

® FEEDERS Mixture of 
peanut butter, cheese, and 
marshmallows. 

® CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Degree of 
cowbird parasitism unknown. 
Subject to forest fragmentation 


by logging. 


Relatively weak flight on rapidly beating 
wings, alternating with brief periods of 


wings pulled to sides; repeated. 


Bark pieces, plant fibers, lichens, grasses, and cocoon materials, with lining 
of feathers and animal hair © across limb of conifer, high above ground 
¢ built by both sexes ¢ 3—5 white eggs, with fine dots of brown; short ovate, 


Shape ogy 


Location a> 


0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Migration Migratory Weight (3 ounce 


TIME, 


DATE LOCATION 
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a occidentalis — Length 5 inches Wingspan 7 75 inches 


nly PARULIDAE 


HERMIT WARBLER 
"This bird is difficult to spot because it spends its time in the 
tops of tall fir and pine trees. It exhibits a marked 
partiality to conifers when foraging and 


slate-gray 
upperparts with 


nesting. Sometimes it can be drawn into black nape with black streaking 

the open when it hears a call or dark markings 

imitation of the Saw-whet Owl. sist onto ; 

r . (TOD. p= 

This warbler generally has — a 


yellow 
head 


| white outer 
tail feathers 


gray upperparts and white 
underparts with a brilliant 
yellow face. Males have a 

black throat. Females are 

similar to males but have a 
yellow chin and little or no 
black on the throat. Juveniles — A/ack chin 
are similar to females; and throat 
juvenile females have more 


-© faint streaking 
on sides 


Se white underparts 


; ; 2 white 
| olive to the upperparts. wing bars 
_ @® SONG Highly variable. A 

gray upperparts 


vibrant high wheezy seadle, 
; tinged olive 


P oseadle, seadle, zeet-zeet. Call is a 
flat ¢s7é or chip. 


S BEHAVIOR Solitary or in —garyine deorees 


gray tail with 
white corners 


yellow face 
and chin 


) pairs. ‘Territorial birds sing of black on 
+ high up in conifers. Forages throat 
for food in high and mid-level 2 white wing bars 


branches of trees. Acrobatic, 

clinging upside down to pick apes Sees 

insects off undersides of twigs. Eats underparts "HM TOWNSEND'S 

adult insects, caterpillars, and spiders, WARBLER 

which it gleans from branches and foliage; Black to dusky ear 

}, hover-gleans and sometimes hawks insects in midair. Sometimes yellow face; black 
hybridizes with ‘Townsend’s Warbler. streaking on breast, 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. a Sides, aie BAB KS: Mare 


blackish crown; olive 
¢ NESTING Estimated incubation 12 days by both sexes. 
Young altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest estimated 
8-10 days, fed by both sexes. 1—2 broods per year. 
© POPULATION Fairly common. Stable in coniferous forests, 
especially in mountains. Casual 
in the East in migration. 
© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Infrequent 
cowbird host. May be displaced 
by ‘Townsend’s Warbler when 
both are sympatric. Vulnerable 


fe 


patches outlined by 


back with black 


streaking; olive rump; 


yellow breast. 


Swift short flights on rapidly beating 
wings, alternating with bricf periods of 
wings pulled to sides. Hawks flying 


i i abit: ‘ » ocoing 
insects, returning to perch. to habitat loss due to logging. ee. (eee ie ae 
| Sticks, plant material, stems, and lichen, with lining of hair, feathers, fine plant 
{ stems, and bark pieces * on limb, usually 15-120 feet above ground ® built by 
' female ¢ 3-5 white eggs, with red, brown, and lilac blotches, wreathed at larger 


Shape wy Location py. 


end: ovate to short ovate, 0.66 x 0.51 inches 


Migration Migratory 


DATE TIME. LOCATION 


Habitat qpq 9,¢ Weight () 3 ounce 


Plumage Sexes differ 
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Family PARULIDAE 


BLACKBURNIAN WARBLER [— | 


brilliant orange 


Head and throat glowing like embers, the males are head. throat, and | | 
unmistakable. Juveniles and fall males are similar. upper breaste >. | 
It frequents coniferous or mixed deciduous- black nape and . 
conifer forests in most of its breeding range; sides of crown @ 


in the Appalachians, it 1s also found in black triangular e 
lower drier forests of pine-oak-hickory. ear patch Ma # MALE 
e SONG Thin high-pitched hie? bik wit = ry 


ascending trill in 2—3 parts, ending white streaking 


white breast 
with pale 
other wash 


with upslurred note that some 
I black wings 
people cannot hear: Seep seep seep with laree 
seep titt xececee. Call is rich ss/p. white patches 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 


yairs. May join mixed foraging 


——e black streaking 
on sides 

— —« buff-white belly, 

flanks, and 

undertail coverts 


flocks after breeding. Gleans prey 


from branches, twigs, and foliage 
= - ®@ while patches in 


outer tail feathers 


in treetops. Sometimes catches 


dark gray-olive 


pale orange-oche oe 
; @ upperparts 
| a 


supercilium and 
sides of head e 
behind ear patch 


JUVENILE 


Similar Birds 
“TOWNSEND'S 
WARBLER 
Juvenile female 


e@ 2 broad 


FEMALE white wing bars 


¢ yellow throat and 


: chest; olive crown and 
pale orange lo e 


ochre throat and © while underparts upperparts; entirely 
upper breast with blac & streaks dark bill; more distinct 
on sides and flanks dark streaking on sides. 
CERULEAN WARBLER 
insects in flight. Kats insects, caterpillars, and some berries. Female and juvenile | 
— ; Te male ® supercilium 
e@ 4 }4 NIG? ‘ ar » Tr » 
BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. broadens behind eye: 
¢ NESTING Incubation 11-12 days by female. Altricial young less distinct rounded ear 
: : . : Sg | yatch; white or buff 
brooded by female; stay in nest estimated 9-12 days, fed by nig aie 
baie : ; ares : ; underparts; pale lines 
yoth sexes. | brood per year. on back; dark streaks 
® POPULATION Fairly common in coniferous and mixed across back; shorter tail 


® castern range. 


deciduous-conifer forests; stable. Strays to California in fall 


migration. Can be numerous in areas where there are spruce 


budworm outbreaks. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Infrequent 
cowbird host. Vulnerable to loss 
of habitat due to land clearing. 
Hemlock infestations by insect 


larly swift direct flight on rapidly beating . : 
wings. Sallics forth trom perch, taking pests could negatively Impact. 


Insects in midair and returning to perch, 


Small sticks, lichen, and plant down @ lined with hair, bark pieces, and small 
roots ® on horizontal branch, 20-50 feet above ground (but as high as 80 feet) 


¢ built by female ¢ 4-5 white or greenish white eggs, with brown dots and 


Shape  d Location gy, 


splotches; oval to short oval, 0.68 x 0.49 inches. 


DATE — __ TIME —_ LOCATION 
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ARULIDAE es 1) Length 5.25 inches _ | Winespan g 5 inches 


YELLOW-THROATED WARBLER | 


Y ~ . ~ 
Some of these birds frequent the old oak 


black-and-white head 


trees of the Southeast and Mississippi with white patch on 
Valley, where Spanish moss 1s abundant. ee sides of neck 
— ar ; ‘ ; . wile or yellow : ; 
Their habitat varies regionally from supraloral peas tte under eye, 
tall swampy bottomland hardwoods, i a 
t . . 
| to oak-pine woods on ridges, to long « 
lowland pine forests, to sycamores black bill blue-gray 
: as ; : ; ae jek ee cee upperparts 
in riparian corridors. In all habitats, brite velloaa 
this long-billed warbler sings chin, throat 
loudly from the tops of trees, and and breast 


© 2 white 


can be identified by the black face 
wing bars 


set off by a bold white supercilium 
and bright yellow chin and throat. 
The female is similar to the male but ais 

: wile e- 
duller and has fewer black markings. underparts 
Most migrate but southern populations 


are sedentary. black stripes 


on sides of 
breast, sides, 


and flanks ‘4, %\ 
large white ae 
tail spots 


e SONG Loud descending series of 
3-4 measured whistles, followed by 2-3 weaker 
notes and more rapid notes, ending with sharper ascending note, 
tweede-tweede-tweede-tweede-dee-da-m-deet. Call note is high soft ss7p. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Somewhat sluggish and deliberate. Joins mixed-species 
} feeding flocks after breeding season. Creeps along inner branches, twigs, and in foliage, 
+ foraging generally in the upper parts of trees; however, sometimes lower and even on the 
- ground. Uses long bill and behavior similar to that of Brown Creeper to extract insects from 
bark crevices and pick them from the surface. Also catches er 
insects in flight. Eats insects, caterpillars, and spiders. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. BLACKBURNIAN 
: . ; WARBLER 
r) >) x . ; male 3 Saks ; F aie 
a NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Incubation by Vnvenilealinpate 
female estimated at 12-13 days. Altricial young brooded by * shorter bill; yellow- 


orange throat and 


» female; stay in nest estimated 10 days, fed by female (possibly 


supercilium; vellow 
some by male). 1—2 broods per year. 


patch on side of head; 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common in habitat. Stable overall; blackish back with 
. . - . ca 28 ace 2 > 
some expansion in the Northeast and noted decline in the heat Haende _ hite | 
: ‘ . y wing Dars; GUSKY streaks 
Florida Panhandle and southern Alabama. Casual in the West bit ailiee antl Fane 


during fall migration; rare to casual in southeastern Canada 
during spring migration. 

@ FEEDERS Bread crumbs 
and suet. 

© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Infrequent 
cowbird host. Vulnerable to 


Fairly swift flight of short duration on . . land 
habitat loss due to logging, lanc 


rapidly beating wings. Sallies forth from : 
perch, taking insects in air, and returns clearing, and development. 


to perch. L 


Plant down, stems, grasses, and cocoon material, with lining of feathers and fine 
plant material © tucked into Spanish moss or on of near end of brane h, 
10-100 feet above ground © built mostly by female ¢ 4-5 grayish white or 


greenish white eggs, with lavender, reddish, and grayish flecks and splotch 
subelliptical to short subelliptical, 0.68 x 0.51 inches 


Shape wy Location py bai 
Ee 


Migration \igratory Weight (3 ounce 


JATE TIME__ _____ ~-LOCATION _- 


ai Sexes similar | Habitat 9,¢@ @, 
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| Farmily Pawi Ab 


(GRACES WARBLER 


| an nervetic tira mya if rf in the mountain pine and 
pinc-ouk forests of southwester North America. Because it feeds in the 
tops of tall pine tres iholter itt t to spot. Females are similar to 
rryale but duller in color and wid ore DOW! nm the Uppecrpalsts In 
Ippecanan mid thabitac the pec is th vcstere ounterpart of the 
fais j 
Atty Upper pa ith 
hehin ‘*e @ flack streakis fwihile 
| ® wing bar 
yrisou peri ihiay 


fram Peak 


} ADU OVE ® 


yellu@ ali e@ 


hela i” VC 


bright yellow chin, 
throal, and upper 


brea / 


VA underpart « 
DUA Hack streaking 


On Sides and flank 


Yellow-throated Warbler: 


ranges do not overlap. Juveniles and 


adults show a brownish wash on the upperparts in fall plumage. 


© SONG A vibrant warbling of slightly nsing and accelerating 
notes, generally in 2 parts, chu-chu-chu-chu-chichichichichich. Each 
male may give several variations. Call note is a slurred soft cArp. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Forages, sings, and nests 
almost exclusively in pines. Forages for food in tops of trees and 
catches insects in flight. Hops along limbs, gleaning food from 
bark and probing into clusters of needles and pine cones. Eats 
mainly insects and spiders. 

e BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


e NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Estimated 
incubation 11-12 days by female. Young altricial; brooded by 
female; young stay in nest estimated 8-10 days, fed by both 
sexes. 2 broods per vear. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common in montane pine and 
mixed pine-deciduous forests. 
Casual to southern California. 
© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Infrequent 
host to cowbird parasitism. As a 
habitat specialist, vulnerable to 
loss of habitat due to logging 
and development. 


Fairly rapid flight with rapid wing strokes, 


alternating with brief period of wings 


pulled to sides; repeated. Sallies from 
perch to take flying insect, returns 


Shape a 


Plumage Sexes similar 


DATE 


Location 
as short oval, 0.6 x 0.45 inches. 


TIME 


Leaves. stems. down, bits of fabric, and cocoon material, with lining of mmal 
—— hair and feathers © on high branch, 20-60 feet above ground ¢ built by i? 

* . sole ) 
© 3-4 white or creamy white eggs, with blotches and fine dots of browns; 4! & 


Weight (3 ounce 


LOCATION ___ 


EXTENSIC ON 
nm (lai 


YELLOW-RUMI 
WARBLER 
Audubon’s forn gray 
face and upperyts; 
broken white © ring; 
yellow crown, ©’, 
throat, side pat and 
rump; black-streed 
back; black bre 
sides, and mott = on 
flanks; white be and 
crissum; more wee In 
greater wing co‘ts. 


YELLOW-THRO ED 
WARBLER 
Southeast range res 
not overlap © trigular 
black face patchwhite 
supercilium concts 
with white patc?n 
back of face; wh: are 
below eye; long ||; 
gray back lacks ©aks. 


— — 
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Wingspan g 5 inches 


ke PARULIDAE 


INE WARBLER 


rue to its name, the long-tailed somewhat heavy- 
led Pine Warbler inhabits open pine tree 

ves, where it conceals its nest among 

edles near the branch tips. It is 
stinguished from other warblers by 
tendency to winter throughout 
ich of its breeding range. 

ales and females are similar, 

th showing a white belly 

d undertail coverts, 
hough females are 
ller in color with 

ss yellow on their 
easts. Juveniles 

ve brownish to 
ownish olive 
/perparts with 

vite wing bars, 

d underparts varying 

sm white to yellowish with a brownish wash on the flanks. 


blackish 


eve linee 


greenish olive 
upperparts with 
no streaking 


a 
long tail prosects 
beyond undertail 
coverts @ 


white patches at 
ends of 2 outer 
tail feathers 


SONG Twittering musical trill similar to Chipping Sparrow 
t varying in speed, loudness, and pitch. Call is slurred ssup. 


BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Very vocal. Gregarious in 
nter; often joins mixed feeding flocks. Gleans food by 

-eping slowly and deliberately along branches, usually high in 
-es, but sometimes lower, even on ground. Often flies from 

-€ to tree, diving for passing insects. Eats insects, caterpillars, 
d spiders. Also eats seeds, wild grapes, and some berries. 
-gtessive toward other species sharing same pine habitat. 
3REEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

NESTING Incubation 10 days by both sexes. Young altricial; 
»0ded by female; leave nest within 10 days, fed by both sexes. 
3 broods per year in the South, 1 brood per year in the North. 
POPULATION Fairly common to common. Stable or 
creasing slightly, but some decline in coastal New England 


yellow line 
bd OVET eyes 


large bill 


© yellow chin 
and throat 


yellow breast 
has dark streaks 
on sides 


2 white wing bars 


—~e white belly and 
undertail coverts 


JUVENILE 
FEMALE 


YELLOW-THROATED 
VIREO 

Heavier hooked bill: 
yellow spectacles; white 
belly and flanks; no 
streaking on sides or 
breast; gray rump and 
crissum; no white tn tail 


corners; sluggish. 


BAY-BREASTED 
WARBLER 

BLACKPOLL WARBLER 
Basic plumage ® black 
streaking on back; 
much less white in tail 
corners; shorter tails 
with less extension from 
undertail coverts; paler 
cheeks contrast less 


with throat color. 


d Great Lakes region due to clearing of pines. Subject to loss 
severe winters. Increases occur as pines mature. Casual in West. 

e FEEDERS Peanut butter 
and cornmeal mixture. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Infrequent 
host to cowbird parasitism. 
Vulnerable to fragmentation and 
clearing of pine forests. 


eak flight, rapid wing beats alternated 
ith brief period of wings pulled to sides. 
ullies out to take flying insects, returns. 


Lined with feathers, weeds prass, bark, pine nce 1] 


webs © built on or near end of limb, 10-1 eet ab 


female ¢ 3—5 off-white eggs, with brown specks near ! 


short oval, 0.7 x 0.5 inches 


i el = SS 


| Weight 9 4 ounce | 


TIME LOCATION 
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Family PARULIDAE 


PALM WARBLER 


Phis inhabitant of northern bogs pumps its tail up and down more than 


any other warbler. ‘Two subspecies occur: the castern form with strongly 
washed yellow underparts and the western form with whitish 
underparts with stronger streaking. Both nest on 


knolls of moss at the foot of small 
grayish to olfve 


spruce or pine trees. A medium- 
@ brown upperparts 


distance migrant, the Palm 
: it . chestnut e sac : 
Warbler winters in the as white to yellowish 


: cap _ / sei 
South and frequents & WING bars 
white Spots On 


open habitats such as tail corners 


cultivated fields, 
yellow to whitish 


marshes, pastures, sigpercilinat 
parks, and gardens. " 
Some winter in open chestnut 10 @— 8 i i greenish yellow 


brownish streaks ; 
7 undertail coverts 


yine woods or along 
pine w ds or along on sides of breast : 
and rump 


their edges. ‘The species 
is associated with palms streaked whitish & WESTERN 
only on some of Its underparts ; Bi ™ RACE 
wintering areas and shows 
no inclination to seek them : 
out. Fall adults and juveniles ei? en WINTER 
are drab, washed out, and lack the PLUMAGE 
chestnut cap. 
® SONG Monotone buzzlike fast trill, often stronger in middle, 
LWUC-LWCC-ZWeC-zWee-zwWee-xwee. Call is forceful slurred ss7é. 9 
: : ; : : , CAPE MAY WARBLER 
BEHA\ IOR Solitary or In pairs. Gregarious after breeding Pale (enon seperciliune 
season, forming flocks and often mixing in foraging flocks with white undertail coverts; 
other species. ‘Terrestrial; searches for food on ground or along does not wag short tail. 
beaches during migration, particularly among twigs and cones YELLOW-RUMPED 
from conifers. Also foliage-gleans and hover-gleans in shrubs WARBLER 
— . LL ee . re oe ae Myrtle form, basic 
and trees; sometimes hawks prey in flight. Eats insects and 
. : : me plumage ® brown to 
caterpillars, also bayberries and raspberries. gray upperparts with 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. black streaking on back; 
seuafae ; ; . : a white supercilium; 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12 days by both sexes. Young altricial; bright yellow rump; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 12 days, fed by both sexes. streaked underparts; 
2 broods per year does not pump tail. 
® POPULATION Fairly common to common. Stable with some 
decline noted in wintering 
numbers in Florida. 
© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Rare 
cowbird host; buries eggs of 
: yarasite in floor of nest. 
Weak flight; rapid wing beats alternate | ka isite in floor : . 
with brief periods of wings pulled to sides. Vulnerable to loss of habitat due 


Sallies from perch to take insects in air. to forest fragmentation. 


Grass and shredded bark, lined with feathers © built on or near ground or up 
to 4 feet above ground in coniferous tree ® built by female ¢ 4-5 white to 
creamy eggs, with brown markings; ovate, short ovate, or elongated ovate, 


Shape Location ; 
wy om AN 0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ae @ Migration Migratory Weight () 4 ounce 


DATE ss ee - : LOCATION 
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| 


| Family PARULIDAE 


Length 5 5 inches 


Wingspan 8 5 inches 


BAY-BREASTED WARBLER 


! ry. 5 
; Phe male’s warm chestnut and creamy 
| 


: : fs ; . . creamy buff 
markings help identify this native of 


patch on sides 


northern coniferous forests. It is one of of neck 
| the largest warblers. lkemales are gray upperparts 
duller and have a gray rump. with black 
) Juveniles and winter adults have streaking. 
olive upperparts with streaking 
| white spotting on 
| outer tail feathers 
pon the back, white wing 
| bars, often show some 
} chestnut wash on their 
| Renpatts and have Chestnut (FON 
oun a arts, and have ied Blak 
1 a buffy crissum. creamy white patch behind 


¢ SONG High thin 
double-syllabled 


dusky aurtulars 
. 
| notes in series of 


—@ gray upperparts 
streaked black 
3-10 fees teesi 

teesi tees! tees test. 
Call is thin high- 
pitched /see¢ and 
loud slurred chip. 
¢ BEHAVIOR 

. Solitary or in pairs. 
Gregarious in migration 

and winter. Gleans from branches, twigs, and foliage, often at 
mid level. In migration and winter forages lower. Eats insects, 
larvae, and fruit. Attracted to areas with spruce budworm 
outbreaks. Wags tail slightly as it forages. 

® BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-13 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; leave nest at 10-12 days, fed by both sexes. 


FEMALE 


2 white / 
wingbars gray rune 
pale chestnut 
underparts mottled 
CFCUINY WHC 


~e 2 white 
wing bars 


f 
| 


chestnut-b7v own 


P black face 


chestnut- ; 

brown chin, WINTER 
throat, and MALE 
sides 


buff underparts 


WINTER 
FEMALE 


BLACKPOLL WARBLER 
Winter adults and fall 
juveniles have yellow to 
yellow-olive wash on 
sides and flanks; sides 
of breast and flanks are 
streaked; duller green 
upperparts; white 
undertail coverts; more 
distinct eye line; yellow 
toes and soles of feet 

¢ adults have yellow 
feet and pinkish legs. 


PINE WARBLER 
Winter adults and fall 
juveniles have longer 
tail; lacks white tips to 
tertials and primaries; 
unstreaked olive to 
olive-brown back; olive 
cheek patch contrasts 
with paler throat; more 


clongated tail spots. 


1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Abundant to 
common in boreal coniferous 
forests and adjoining deciduous 
second growth. 

© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Rare 
cowbird host. Vulnerable to 


Relatively weak flight with rapid wing 


strokes alternating briefly with wings 


pulled to sides. habitat loss due to logging. 


rabbit hair © on branch of tree or bush, 440 feet above 


ae __e 


Sticks, grasses, roots, mosses, and stems, lined with pieces of bark and 
ground ® built by 


female ¢ 4—6 white, greenish white, or bluish white eggs, with lavender or 


‘ 
d Shape wy Location tiv’ ee legs brown splotches at larger end; varying from ovate Co ¢ longate ovat 


0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


YATE = TIME __ LOCATION 


Weight () 5 ounce 


Plumage Sexes differ | Habitat @.@ ge. | Migration Migratory i) 
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Family PARULIDAE 


BLACKPOLL WARBLER 


I ‘his summer resident of Canadian boreal bold black 


streaks on 


wre 10 4 » ( » g » = - » 
forests migrates more than twenty-five segs hath 


hundred miles tn the fall, flying nonstop over 
water to winter in northern South America. 
Juveniles and fall adults have streaked 
greenish upperparts; a pale 
greenish yellow wash on 
the face, throat, and 
breast; a white belly 
and crissum; legs 
that are pale 
pinkish on the 
front and back but 
dark on the sides; 
and yellow soles. 
¢ SONG 
Mechanical series 
of high thin sseer 
notes that begin 
softly and get 
louder and 

more intense; 
may contain 
10-20 notes. 
Much variation 
between individuals. 
Call is sharp loud c/vp. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Sluggish and deliberate. 
Forages low to high in migration, but stays in middle to upper 
levels on breeding grounds. Catches insects in air or combs 
leaves and twigs for food. Eats insects, caterpillars, 
cankerworms, spiders and their eggs, and pokeberries. 


white underparts with black- 
treaked sides and flanks... 
ste sides and flanks ink dee “ 


and feet 


grayish head 
and neck 


dusky eye line and 


a Swe 7 is 2 OT VIN) 
gray-buff supercliume ive-gray 


(TORN 


F EMALE 
blackish 


white streaked 


underparts 


and flanks 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Polygynous. Females breed with 
the territory-holding male on the previous year’s nesting site. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12 days by female. Altricial young 
brooded by female; stay in nest 11-12 days, fed by both sexes. 
1—2 broods per year. 


e POPULATION Abundant in 


northern boreal coniferous 


© CONSERVATION 


Fairly swift direct flight on rapidly 


beating wings. . ‘ : 
forest fragmentation. 


ata | “©N8th S25 inches 


black cap 


throat, sides, 


forests. May be declining in 
southern part of breeding range. 


Neotropical migrant. Vulnerable 
to habitat loss from logging and 


Wingspan 8 5 inches 


-——e white cheeks 


© black malar mark 


MALE 
e 2 white WINTER 
wing bars 


PLUMAGE 


Tdas 


BAY-BREASTED 


zi : 
sd WARBLER 
Juvenile and fall adult 
¢ bulkier; brighter green 


upperparts; thicker wing 


bars; little or no 
streaking on underparts; 
many show buff sides 


and/or flanks; creamy 
undertail coverts; gray 
legs and feet. 


PINE WARBLER 
Larger bill; unstreaked 
olive upperparts; shorter 
undertail coverts make 


tail look longer; more 
white in tail corners; 
brown legs and feet. 


BLACK-AND-WHITE 
WARBLER 
Black-and-white-striped 
crown; black back with 
white stripes; black 
spotting and streaking 
on undertail coverts; 
black legs and feet 

e male has black throat 
and cheeks. 


Location iv’ 


Shape wy 


Lined with spruce sprigs, twigs, bark, dried grass, feathers, weeds, moss, 
and lichen ® on branch near trunk, 2-33 feet above ground ® built by 
female ¢ 3—5 white to off-white eggs, with brown or lavender markings, 
occasionally wreathed; oval to long oval, 0.72 x 0.53 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Weight () 5 ounce 


[ 
| 


Habitat ee? 9.9 


TIME 


Migration Mi gratory 


DATE LOCATION 


a 


~ 


ud 
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Family PaRULIDAE Spec’S Mniotilta varia __[tereth s inches Wingspan 8 5_9 inches 


BLACK-AND-WHITE WARBLER 


‘This mostly black-and-white striped bird feeds 
nuthatch-style, moving up and down the trunks of 
trees and crawling over and under branches, a 
foraging behavior unlike any other warbler. It 

is one of the earliest warblers to return to 
the breeding grounds in early spring, 
because its bark-gleaning foraging 

habit does not require it to 

linger on wintering 
grounds until the 
leaves begin to 
develop. Females 

are similar to males 

but have cream-colored 
flanks and creamy whitish 

rather than black cheeks. Juveniles 
are similar to females. 

e SONG Repetitive thin high-pitched 
series of 6-10 wee-sea, wee-sea notes like the 
sound of a turning squeaky wheel. Sometimes 

a trill is added as an ending to the cadence. Has 

call of an abrasive chip or tink, and a seap. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Probes into bark crevices 
with long bill; does not prop body on tree with tail as do 
woodpeckers and creepers. Eats adult insects, caterpillars, and 
spiders. Occasionally hawks and hover-gleans. If flushed from 
ground nest, female performs distraction display, dragging wings 
with tail spread. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


distinctive white 
stripe over and 
under each eye 


of 


1° @ NESTING Incubation 10-12 days by female. Young altricial; 


brooded by female; remain in nest 8-12 days but still not able to 
fly well; fed by both sexes. 1—2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Widespread in mature and second-growth 
deciduous or mixed deciduous-conifer woodlands with large 
trees. Declining in the Midwest and Great Lakes region 
because of habitat loss and cowbird parasitism. Vagrant in the 
West during migration as far north as Alaska. 

¢ CONSERVATION 


host to cowbird eggs. 
Vulnerable to forest 


due to logging operations in 


Relatively weak flight with rapid wing 
strokes alternating with brief periods of 
wings pulled to sides; repeated. 


mature forests. 


Neotropical migrant. Common 


fragmentation and habitat loss 


bold black-and-white | | 
stripes on head and 
most of body @. 


slightly curved 
slim bill 
oS 
ee 
‘e black cheeks 
and throat 


eo 2 white 
wing bars 


white belly 


BLACK-THROATED 
GRAY WARBLER 
Small yellow spot 


between eye and bill; 
blackish crown; gray 
back with black 
streaking; white 
undertail coverts; lacks 
cential crown stripe. 


BLACKPOLL 
WARBLER © 

Black crown; white 
cheeks; gray back with 
black streaking; white 
throat; white undertail 


coverts 


Location mms gh sag: 


Shape wy 


; 
and mammal hair @ on ground, near base of tree or bush, or in small hollow 
rock, stump, or log @ built by female * 4-6 creamy white or white eggs, fleck 


with brown; short subelliptical to subelliptical, 0.67 x 0.5 


Grasses, bark pieces, dead leaves, rootlets, and pine ne edles, lined with moss 


ot 
iad 
? inch 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat 9,¢ epp Migration Migratory Weight ().4 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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leew. PARULIDAE Species Setophaga rutivilla 


Length 5 inches Wingspan 8 inches 


AMERICAN REDSTART 
Birders enjoy watching this vivacious bird as it flits to catch 


Insects Or sits on a perch, partially spreading and drooping 


Its wings and spreading its tail. Other warblers pump o1 


flick their tails, but this bird fans its tail and holds it 


there for a second. ‘The male’s tail can be cither 
glossy black 
e overall 


orange and black or yellow and dusky olive- 
eray. Phis woodland inhabitant is one of the 
most common warblers nesting in North 

\merica. Juvenile males look like females 


but with an orange wash on the sides. 


e SONG Variable. Sings often and 
through the heat of midday. Basic 


© orange patches on 
wines, sides, and tail 


song is 448 high-pitched, somewhat 
© white belly and 


coarse notes, with explosive accented hortail : 
MNAEIMALE COVETTS 


lower-ending x¢e/-2eet-2eet-2eet-zeeean. 
Other songs have unaccented ending. 
Some are reminiscent of the Yellow, 
Chestnut-sided, and Black-and- FEMALE 
white Warblers. ‘Lerritorial males thin white navish olin 


upperparts 


have repertoire of several songs. supercilium 
Call is slurred thin cAzp. and eye Tinge 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 
‘Tame. Conspicuous. Sings often. 


Responds CO squeaking Or pishing whitish underparts © 


by birders. Sallies into air to catch from chin to up of 
undertaul Cor 7TS 


—e yellow pat hes 
. ; On Winds, Sides, 
Insects, perching between hawking and te 
events like a small flycatcher. Gleans 

food from branches and foliage; hover-gleans. 

Eats insects, caterpillars, spiders, berries, fruit, and seeds. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. j 
¢ NESTING Incubation 11-12 days by female. Altricial young brooded by FIRST SPRING 
female; stay in nest 9 days, fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. MALE 


¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common in wet deciduous 
and mixed conifer-deciduous woodlands with understory, 
woodland edges, riparian woodlands, and second growth. 


Widespread but declining in the Midwest, Great Lakes, the 
Northeast, and the Maritime Provinces. Rare to uncommon migrant 
in the West to California. 


Flight Pattern ® CONSERVATION 


Neotropical migrant. Common 


ats +* 7% cowbird host. Vulnerable to 
habitat loss caused by 
nets ee ae OR EA ok extn deforestation or maturation of 


wings, alternating with brief periods of 


ys a oj - i “¢s ig 
wings pulled to sides. Flies into air from second Srow th forests. 


perch to take flying insects, and returns. 


een, z * Grasses, pieces of bark, rootlets, and plant down, decorated with lichens, 
Nest Identification sini 
birch bark, and spider’s silk, and lined with feathers ¢ in fork of tree or bush, 
usually 10-20 feet above ground (but ranges from 4-70 feet) © built by 


Shape | Location && Re female @ 2—5 off-white, greenish white, or white eggs, flecked and dotted 


o> 


with browns or grays: ovate, occasionally short ovate, 0.63 x 0.48 inches. 


Migration \ { Weight ¢) 3 


Habitat 9% —z &, 


Plumage Sexes differ igratory 


ounce | 


DATE TIME ——s LOCATION ee 7 


BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA e 617 


Length 6 inches Wingspan 9 inches 


OVENBIRD -_ 


In the leaf litter under tall deciduous trees, the female bird 
builds a small oven-shaped nest with a side entrance. Unlike 
|} many warblers, it does not often forage in live vegetation; 


Family PARULIDAE 


brownish orange stripe, 


instead it walks on the ground, foraging among the leaf edged in black, over 
litter and twigs, its wings partially drooped and its tail head from bill to nape 
cocked upward and sometimes quickly raised and 


slowly lowered. It is sometimes called the Wood white eye ring 
Wagtail because it moves its tail up and down. — 
Most singing is done from an elevated perch, —-?//ve-brown 
and the song of one territorial male initiates eens 
a response song from each neighbor, 

which in turn stimulates another to do 
so, until a wave of Ovenbird songs 
sweeps across the woodlot. 


¢ SONG More often 

heard than seen. Sings a 
loud and repetitive 

TE Acher-TEAcher-TE Acter, 
rising and becoming more 
-emphatic. ‘There is regional 
variation, with some birds singing 
teach-teach-teach-teACH! From a distance the 


pale pink 


legs and feet 


white underparts 


song sounds like two stones being tapped together eS en eae 
harder and harder. Call note is a loud sharp ss/ck. splotching 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Tame. Eats adult insects, 
caterpillars, snails, slugs, earthworms, small amphibians, seeds, 
berries, and fruit. When flushed, usually flies up to perch. 


Walks on limbs in interior of trees. LOUISIANA 
sae ’ 1g WATERTHRUSH 
> @ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. At renanipaicors 
Se <4 “ : ~ , * e i / 
~ @ NESTING Incubation 11-14 days by female. Young altricial; WATERTHRUSH 
_ brooded by female; remain in nest 8-11 days, fed by both sexes. White to yellowish 
é : supercilium; lack eye 
ring and black border 


budworm outbreaks). to crown: brownish 


¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common in mature <= upperparts; usually 
; x ; : ae : : Ea /5 near water; habitual 

deciduous forests; rarely in pine forests. Rare in the west of the 

} Rockies in migration; rare to casual on southern Atlantic Coast 

and Gulf Coast in winter. 

. © CONSERVATION 

Neotropical migrant. Host to 

cowbird parasitism. Significant 


+ 1-2 broods per year (occasionally 3 in regions with spruce 
‘ mf / 

- 

| 


tail bobbing. 


declines documented in the 
northeast beginning in the 
1970s but now increasing in 


Relatively swift, short direct flight on much of its range. 
rapidly beating wings. 


of forest, concealed by leaves on top of nest, creating a dome ® built by female 


© 3-6 white eggs, with gray or brown flecks; subelliptical to short subellipucal, 


Shape 0) Location om 


0.79 x 0.6 inches. 


Habitat qpq 9,¢ Migration Migratory Weight ().7 ounce 


DATE 2 TiME «. _ = _..'*% — LOCATION 


MUmage Sexes similar 
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Species Gyiypys noveboracensis 


Family PARULIDAE 


Length 5.75 inches —_ | Wingspan g 75 inches 


NORTHERN WATERTHRUSH 
Northern lakeshores, slow-running streams, and bogs are 


the most common habitats of the Northern Waterthrush. whitish to pale 
yellow supercilium 


Walking, rather than hopping, along the ground, 


the Northern Waterthrush often is observed olive-brown to 
repeatedly bobbing the rear part of its body gray-brown 
and its tail while searching for food. An early UPPOPOES @ 


migrant, the Northern Waterthrush 
generally begins traveling 
southward by mid-July. 
© SONG Begins 
with loud 


heavily 
streaked throat, 
upper breast, 
and sides 


b rp 


insistent notes, 
tapering to 
rapidly whistled 
lower tones, /@v/ (wit (wit fwit 

sweet sweet sweet hew thew chew, with the 
individual notes grouped tn series of 3’s and 
4’s. Call is a very loud ringing metallic Aims. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. ‘Terrestrial 
but often sings from elevated perches and walks, 
bobbing, on branches. Forages on ground by 


“hy whitish to pale 


yellow underparts 


picking up leaves with its bill and tossing them 
aside or turning them over. Eats aquatic and terrestrial adult 
insects, caterpillars, and case worms; also sometimes slugs, 


mollusks, crustaceans, and small fish. Fk requents areas with ei wrreerurusi 
dense shrub and slowly moving or sull water. <a, Longer stouter bill; 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. white supercilium 
2 ; oy broadens behind eye; 

¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Estimated fewer and less- 
incubation 13 days by female. Young altricial; brooded by contrasting streaks on ) 
. . . es : : inderparts; unmarked 
female; stay in nest estimated 10 days, fed by both sexes. oe 

/ , ’ white throat; contrasting 
| brood per year. pinkish buff wash on 


@ POPULATION Generally common in wooded swamps, flanks; bright pink legs 
F and feet; more 


% rg \ ‘ « Oo ye » aN « P ‘lk Pe J nN . 7 a P 
forests with standing water, bogs, and thickets with slowly . Anlbepaescatl 
running or standing water. Rare to uncommon in migration in exaggerated tail bobbing 


the Southwest to California. Rare to casual in winter in the US, with a circular body 
motion; song differs. 


except for southern Florida where it is uncommon. 
© CONSERVATION Neotropical migrant. Uncommon host to 


cowbird parasitism. Some 
declines in southern portions of 

breeding range and increases in 
New England portions. 
Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 
deforestation and drainage. 


Fairly swift direct flight for short distances 


on rapidly beating wings. 


Nest Identification Lined with grass, animal hair, moss, twigs, pine needles, bark strips, and roots | 
= ¢ often built in moss-covered stumps near water ¢ 0-2 feet above ground ¢ built 


. ; by female ¢ 3-6 crez yuff-white eggs, with brown or gray spots or speckles; 
Shape ORY Lecation ditt female »>cream or | uff-v hite eggs, with gray S| I i 
a‘ . ovate to short ovate, 0.8 x 0.57 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitaty. oe @ a Migration Migratory Weight (9.8 ounce 1 


DATE _ _ TIME_ LOCATION I 


LOUISIANA WATERTHRUSH 


Minnesota to New England and as far south as 
‘Texas and Georgia. In spring it is one 

of the earliest warblers to arrive on 

the nesting grounds and one of ne aiid 
the first to depart in late AE 
summer and early fall. = 


e¢ SONG Loud and clear, 
beginning with 3—4 high- 
pitched downslurred notes, 
followed by a brief rapid 
medley of jumbled notes 

that cascade up and down 
prior to fading away, SWEKER 
SWEER SWEER chee chi-wit-it 
chit swee-yuu. Vhe combination of 
slurred opening notes and ending 
twittering is diagnostic. Call is a loud 


bright chzk. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Sings on 
ground or from elevated perch in trees. Bobs rear 
and tail while walking. ‘Terrestrial, primarily foraging on 
ground, along stream banks, on rocks and logs in water, and in 
the stream shallows. Bobs up and down while foraging, much 
like a sandpiper, with a slow circular exaggerated motion. Dines 
on adult aquatic and terrestrial insects, caterpillars, mollusks, 
snails, and small fish. Territories are linear along stream. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; remain in nest 9-10 days, fed by both sexes. 

1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon to fairly common. Restricted 
habitat specialist along fast-flowing streams within woodlands, 
often in mountains or hilly terrain, or in floodplain forests and 
swamps in lower country. Casual in the West during the migration 
season. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. hrequent 
host to cowbird parasitism. 
Deforestation and stream 
siltation negatively impact both 
breeding and wintering areas. 


darker 


CTOOH 


unstreaked white e—~ 
chin and throat 


olive-striped 
breast, sides, 
and flanks 


white or buff-white 
underparts 


Swift short direct flights on rapidly 


‘The less common of the two waterthrush species frequents fast-running 
streams and floodplain river swamps, where it hides its nests on streamside 
banks, under tree roots, or in rock crevices. This bird has a nesting range from 
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broad gray-buff stripe broadens 
behind eye and becomes white 


oltve-gray to olive- 
brown upperparts 


pinkish buff flanks 
contrast with white 
underparts 


Se bright pink 
legs and feet 


NORTHERN 
WATERTHRUSH 
Narrow buff to white 
eye stripes of uniform 
color and width; smaller 
bill; streaked and 
spotted throat; pale 
yellow to white 
underparts with darker, 
more uniform streaking; 
olive-brown to gray- 
brown upperparts; dull 
pink legs and feet; 
different voice. 


POEs 
Te ae UL Ae 


SghyPD, 


0.78 x 0.6 inches. 


beating wings. M\ ¢ 
Leese SN a a ee 
Lined with roots, fern stems, grass, animal fur, dead leaves, moss, and twiys 
e (0-2 feet above ground, on bank, rock crevice, or roots of tree, no further than 
, 3-6 feet from water @ built by both sexes, but female does more * 4—6 white or 
Shape wy Location —i A cream-colored eggs, with brown and gray specks or blotches; oval to short oval 


Habitat opp @ ws A ie | Migration Migratory 


LOCATION 


| Weight ().7 ounce 


620 e BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA 


Family PARULIDAE Species Qpyrornis formosus _| “©"8!0 5_25 inches Wingspan 8 25 inches 


KENTUCKY WARBLER 


This retiring, short-tailed chunky bird is named for the 
state where it was first encountered, but it is common 
throughout most of the damp shaded woodlands in 
southeastern North America. ‘The female is especially 
wary and will sometimes abandon her nest if she is 
threatened. She appears similar to the male, but her 
black areas are duller. Juvenile females have dark 
olive plumage in place of black. 
e SONG Loud and rich. A rolling melody of 
5-8 notes with 2 syllables, churry-churry-churry- 
churry-churry, but sometimes 3 syllables, with 
an upward inflection at the end of each 
spb i a ‘ bright olive 
phrase. Reminiscent of the Carolina upperparts 
Wren, but drier sounding, and 
although the wren may give 2- 
syllabled notes, more often has 
3-syllabled notes in its song 
series. Has call of low Bol aelioe 
abrasive chuck chuck. spectacles 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or 
in pairs. Rather secretive; 
more often heard than 
seen. Terrestrial, but black on face and 
also forages and sings in sides of neck 
low to middie levels of 
vegetation. Hops or runs 
on ground while flicking its 
tail, which is usually partially cocked upward. Forages for food 
by picking over foliage and branches and overturning leaves. 
Jumps up to pick insects off bottom side of leaves. Eats adult COMMON 
insects, spiders, and caterpillars. YELLOW RG 


short tail 


black CTORN 


PaO a 


yellow pink feet 


underparts and long legs 


First fall male © some 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. black on sides of face; 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-13 days by female. Altricial young olive-gray to olive- ni 
brooded by female; stay in nest 8-10 days, fed by both sexes, ae dee on 
but female does more. 1 brood per year. whitish belly; brownish 
¢ POPULATION Common in moist woodlands with dense flanks; Ioheeniak 


understory; large tracts are optimum. In migration, casual to rare in 


the Southwest to California. 
Flight Pattern 


© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Frequent 
cowbird host. Vulnerable to 
deforestation; sensitive to forest 
fragmentation and overbrowsing 
by deer. 


Swift short direct flights with rapidly 
beating wings. 


Nest Identification 


Shape wy LOCAtION umms 


Grasses, stems, vines, and leaves @ lined with mammal hair and rootlets ® on 
ground, near base of tree or bush, or clump of vegetation, sometimes in fork of 


low shrub ® build by both sexes * 3-6 white or creamy white eggs, with brown 
flecks and splotches; short oval to long oval, 0.75 x 0.58 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat o@ ee Migration Migratory Weight ().5 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PARULIDAE Species Oporornis agilis Length 55 inches Wingspan 8 75 inches 


CONNECTICUT WARBLER 

Although this large chunky short-tailed — apire or buffy gray hood over re | 
shy bird does not nest in Connecticut, it eye ring@ head and throat Se | 
was first seen in that state and is a Waa ics 


OMVE-LTCEN 


regular autumn visitor. Its secretive — ‘oe. upperparts 
habits make this a poorly known ses | a 
species. Its wintering grounds in long —_— 
South America are not clearly bicolored 


ns ~ hy, 
defined, and as one of the year’s oi 


latest migrants, taking vastly 
different spring and fall routes, it gray 
often is not seen. Males and females — “P/¢ 
have long yellowish undertail coverts. iss 
¢ SONG Bold rocking jerky whipity- 
whipity-whipity or beacher, beacher, 
beacher. Call is plink or chimp. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 
pairs. Secretive. Terrestrial; 
also forages low in vegetation. 
Singing males may move 
higher in trees. Female 

lands 30-60 feet from olive-green 
nest and walks to EODORGS 
conceal location. Walks 

with slight bobbing of | FEMALE 
tail instead of 
hopping. Walks on logs 


MALE eo dull yellow 
underparts 


ue 
eo pinkish 
legs and feet 


brownish 
olive hood 
white or 
buffy eye ring 


JUVENILE 


MOURNING WARBLER 
Smaller; thinner; thin 
broken grayish white 


and branches. Gleans ‘ grayish eye ring; shorter 

insects and spiders; also a and undertail coverts; richer 

snails, berries, and seeds. = yellow underparts; hops 
3 : : rather than walks 

When flushed, flies up to wpaveutehas gules 

perch and may sit still for throat. 

several minutes, thrushlike. dull pale yellow __ NASHVILLE WARBLER 


Smaller; thinner; white 
eye ring with pale lores; 
short undertail coverts; 


¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Estimated yellow throat; dark legs; 
incubation 11-12 days by female. Young altricial; brooded by short bill. 
female; stay in nest estimated 8-9 days, fed by both sexes. 


1 brood per year. 
Flight Pattern 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. underparts 


| Solitary nester. 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon 
in most woodlands. Fall 
migrants uncommon in East. 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Infrequent 
host to cowbirds. Species may 
be declining; reasons unknown. 


Rather swift direct flight for short 
distances on rapidly beating wings. 


Nest Identification Bark pieces and grass, with lining of fine plant materials and mammal hair ® on 
small hillock of moss or sheltered by reeds and grasses ¢ may be built by both 
sexes @ 5—5 creamy white eggs, splotched and flecked with lavender, browns, 


Shape @ Location mms 


and black; short ovate, 0.74 x 0.57 inches. 


Plumage Seyes differ Habitat 9,9@ Migration Migratory Weight () 5 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PARULIDAE 


= 
| To 
— 


Length 5.25 inches Wingspan 8.25 inches 
yaad 


MOURNING WARBLER 


‘The eastern counterpart to MacGillivray’s Warbler was 

named for the way its black breast and gray hood 

resemble a person in mourning. Usually skulking in oltve-green 
the undergrowth of damp woodlands, the male UPPETPaTes ® 


gray hood 


will fly up from the bushes to sing and is 
more often heard than seen. ‘he female 
is similar to the male but has a paler 
dusky hood, light grayish throat, 
and a more distinct eye ring. 
Juveniles have pale yellowish 
throats and broken thin white eye oe 
rings. Iraveling over eastern gindoxtai! 
Mexico, this bird circumnavigates the coverts 
western Gulf of Mexico, making it one 

of the latest spring migrants of all North pink lees 
American warblers. and feet 


se black 
breast 


\ yellow 


underparts 


MALE 


¢ SONG ‘Typically a 2-part song, with the 
second part lower in pitch, cherie, cherrie, 
chorrie, chorrie. \ndividual and regional 
variations exist. Call is a sharp raspy chiZ, 
sometimes given in a series. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or light gray 

in pairs. Secretive. Sings head, crown, 
often in migration and i la 
on breeding grounds. 

Will respond to 

pishing by birders. 
‘Terrestrial, forages low 

in vegetation hidden 

in undergrowth. Hops 

and flicks wings and tail. 
Gleans insects and spiders. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. gray 0 gray- 
Solitary nester. brown chest 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12 days 

by female. Altricial young brooded by female; 

remain in nest 7—9 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common in dense shrubbery in 
open deciduous woodlands, 
dense second growth, bog, and 
marsh edges. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Fairly swift direct flight over short Neotropical migrant. Infrequent 
distances on rapidly beating wings. ; . 

host to cowbirds. 


olive-green 


upperparts 


olive-green 
wings and tail 


FEMALE 
yellow 
underparts 


JUVENILE 


grayish ES 
white throat > # CONNECTICUT 
WARBLER 
Larger; longer bill; 
distinct buffy to white 
eye ring; long undertail 
coverts; walks instead of 


hopping; voice differs. 


pink legs 
and feet 


ah ae eA 

‘ Aye ; et : : : 3 

Nest Identification Dried grasses, leaves, and stalks ¢ lined with grass and mammal hair ¢ placed 
- E a : . ~ . . . 

near or on grassy hillock, base of shrub or other vegetation, or low in vegetation 

¢ (2.5 feet above ground ¢ 3—5 creamy white or white eggs, with fine dots of 


Shape wy Location axm= ¢¢% pe 


brown; short ovate, 0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


1 
Plumage Sexes differ Migration Migratory Weight (9.5 ounce | 


DATE TIME LOCATION i 


DATE 


Family PARULIDAE 


MACGILLIVRAY’S 


‘The western counterpart to the 


Mourning Warbler remains hidden 


in thick vegetation on or close to 
the forest floor unull breeding 
season, when the male becomes 
more conspicuous and perches 
to sing in a higher, more 
exposed position above the 
thickets, bill pointed toward 
the sky. Both sexes have legs 
that are basically pink, but 

the male’s legs do vary from 
grayish pink to brownish pink. 
Juveniles are similar to females. 


¢ SONG Usually two parts, 3—5 short, 


slightly coarse notes followed by 
2-3 slightly slurred notes 
on a lower pitch, swee- 
eet, swee-eet, swee-cet, 
peachy, peachy, peachy. 
Individual and 
geographical variation. 
Call is loud sharp ss7é. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary 
or in pairs. Skulks in 
thickets, where it often remains 


dull gray 


throat 


hidden. Inquisitive and will come to 
pishing by birders. Forages in vegetation 
on or close to ground, gleaning from ground, leaves, or bark. 
‘Takes adult insects and caterpillars, spiders, and worms. 
Frequently feeds from sapsucker wells. Hops, often flicking tail 


from side to side. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 11 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; remain in nest 8-9 days, fed by both sexes. 


1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common in dense undergrowth, especially 


Fairly swift direct flight for short distances 
on rapidly beating wings. 


LOCATION sme he oes 


Shape wy 


Plumage Sexes differ 


TIME 


Species Oporornis tolm 


olive-green upperparts, 
wings, and tail 
hood & 


paler gray 
chin and 


Habitat % «a 


BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA e 623 


aL ; 2 
ici Length 5 25 inches Wingspan g 25 inches 


WARBLER — 


white crescents above | 
2» and below eyes 


fad 


gray hood @. 


olive-green : 
upperparts, including 
wings and tail 


black lores eo 


bill has blackish | 
upper and pinkish 


lower mandible 


long slender 
tail 


slate-hlack e~ 
mottling on 
lower throat 


MALE 
bright yellow 
underparts 


sae = 
Similar Birds — 
a A ho ae 
MOURNING WARBLER 


Lacks distinct eye 


crescents ® male has 


bright yellow 
underparts 


more black mottling on 
throat and upper breast; 


Sia FEMALE shorter tail ® adult 
female and juvenile has 
thin eye rings broken in 
front ® juvenile has 


paler throat. 


CONNECTICUT 
WARBLER 
Distinct white eye ring; 
duller underparts; 
longer undertail coverts; 
shorter tail; walks 


instead of hops 


— 


riparian willow, alder, and ig non CES. 
shaded deciduous thickets. 1a Re yye 


Stable or slightly increasing in 
some areas. Vagrant in the 
Midwest and East in migration. 
© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 


Uncommon cowbird host. 


Stems and dried grass, lined with mammal hair, rootlets, and grasses 
grassy tussock, tall weeds, or in fork of bush, 1-5 feet above ground ® built by 
6 creamy white or whit 


0.7 x 0.55 


female, perhaps with help from male * 3 


various brown markings; short ovate to ovate inches 


Migration Migratory | Weight () 4 ounce 


LOCATION 


SS 
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Family PARULIDAE |ePeCeS Ce 


COMMON YELLOWTHROAT 


One of the most numerous and widespread warblers usually stays 


on the underparts, the shade of olive on the upperparts, and 


black mask, bordered 
by thin blue-gray or 
@ white band 


the color of the pale border between the mask 
and crown all vary with geography. 

¢ SONG Bold rhythmic wiry 
wichity wich; varies with 
range. Sharp raspy call 
ot chuck or dip; 
sometimes flat 

pit note. 

¢ BEHAVIOR 
Solitary or in pairs. 
Wrenlike; skulks in 
vegetation, climbs 
vertically on stems, 
cocks and flicks 


ee 


bright yellow chin, € 
throat, breast, and 
undertaul coverts 


browntish-washed e— 


flanks 


dull olive 
bd upperparts 
/ 


dusky to gray-brown forehead, 
lores, and ear patch 


/ 


pale gray to 
buff eye ring 


\ dull yellow 


undertail coverts 


pale yellow upper 
breast, throat, 
and chin 


; 


dull whitish lower 
breast aid belly 


FEMALE 


tail, and droops and flicks wings. Hops on ground, gleaning from 


foliage, twigs, and grass. Eats insects, caterpillars, and spiders. 
Sometimes hover-gleans and hawks flying insects. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. Often polygamous. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 8-10 days, fed by both sexes. 
2 broods with single female per year; more if polygamous. 


@ POPULATION Common to abundant in marshes, brushy 


decline in the South, ‘Texas, a 
San Francisco Bay. 
® CONSERVATION 


cowbird host. Vulnerable to 
habitat loss due to wetland 
drainage and stream 
channelization. 


Slow weak jerky flight with rapid wing 
beats, alternating with brief periods of 
wings pulled to sides. Sallies trom perch to 


take insects in midair, returning to perch. 


Shape wy 


female ¢ 3-6 creamy white or white eggs, 


Location gy ao Lil =» 


Plumage Sexes differ 


DATE 


browns, mostly at larger end; oval to short 
g 


Habitat ws 


YW oe 


TIME LOCATION 


close to the ground, concealed in vegetation. he amount of yellow 


_® green upperparts 


fields, hedgerows, woodland edges, and second growth brush. Some 


Neotropical migrant. Frequent 


Dried grasses, dried leaves, stems, bark chips, and sedges ¢ lined with fine 
grasses, hair, and bark fibers © atop small pile of weeds or grass or atop 
cattails, sometimes in small shrub, less than 3 feet above ground ¢ built by 


Migration \figratory 


Length 5 inches Wingspan 8 inches | 


olive-gray to olive- 


JUVENILE 
MALE 


NOTE Black mask separates 
adult males from other North 
American warblers. 


CONNECTICUI 
WARBLER 
Female and juvenile are 


larger; chunkter; bolder 


white eve ring; longer 
wings; browner 


upperparts; yellow 


underparts; long 
undertail coverts; short 
tail; walk on ground or 


limbs. 


MACGILLIVRAY’S 


O 
= WARBLER 
Se 
< . - . 
z lemale and juvenile are 
= 
< 


hooded; yellow 


underparts; broken 
white eye ring; longer 
wings. 
MOURNING WARBLER 
Female and juvenile 
have brownish hood; 
yellow underparts; short 


tail ¢ female has yellow 
throat; eye ring either 


complete or broken. 


nd 


flecked with black, grays, and 
oval, 0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


Weight (1) 4 ounce 
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Length s 


5.25 inches Wingspan g inches 


Family PARULIDAE 


HOODED WARBLER 
‘This bird resides in the thick foliage of the 
understory beneath tall deciduous trees. When @ black hood 


the male sings from his high perch, often eis - 
oncealed. he mav sit al ionless : cil blackish or dusky 
concealed, he may sit almost motionless as . 


» oltwe lores 


olive-green 
upperparts ee 


he delivers his ringing song. ‘he 
juvenile female lacks the black on 
her crown but has dusky lores 
and white tail spots. 


¢ SONG A bold 
whistled melody 
with emphatic 
ending, /a-wit, /a-wit, 
tee-yoe or wheta, wheta, 
— whee-TEE-o. A second 
song of slurred whistles rises 
continuously, wee-/ee, wee-tee, WEE- ye 
too-Wee. Call is loud abrupt ink. ‘ upperparts 
e BEHAVIOR Solitary = 
or in pairs. Sings geligen 


\ bold yellow face 
and forehead 

MALE 

bold yellow 


underparts 


large white 
spots on long 
square-tipped tail 


JUVENILE 
FEMALE 


persistently. face 

~ Constantly opens ar bi 

- and closes tail pe ok WILSON’S WARBLER 
laterally, flashing SOD: CERGHESE tail is green above e Female and juvenile 


crown and throat 


white in tail and white below, Hooded Warbler 
anes Bomecs oo - with laree white ¢ smaller; smaller bill; 
i 5. ae FEMALE tail spots lacks white spots on 
low, commonly on tail; face lacks dusky 
ground. Often remains hidden in dense thickets. Hover gleans lores; call note differs. 


YELLOW WARBLER 
Female and juvenile 
Hooded Warbler 

¢ yellow overall; vellow 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. edging to wings and 


covers; yellow patc hes 


and catches insects in flight; picks some food off leaves and 
* branches. Eats adult insects, caterpillars, and spiders. Requires 
mature shaded forests with well-developed shrubby understory. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 12 days by both sexes. Young altricial; : ath 
. in tail; no dusky of 


brooded by female; remain in nest 8-9 days, fed by both sexes. hciantieatd: 
1—2 broods per year. prominent dark eye on 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common in upland and bottomland Data nie ay sa 
woodlands, swamps, and ravines with dense understory. Rare to L agen aad 
casual in western states, where it has rarely nested. Rare in fall in ~~ & 
the Maritimes. Ps Ee, : 
® CONSERVATION ¥ pop? 
Neotropical migrant. Frequent LV pe 
cowbird host. Vulnerable to a 
habitat loss from timbering , 
‘ 
| 


; operations, land clearing, and 
Fairly swift direct flight of short duration 


on rapidly beating wings. Sallies up to grazing in woodlots by cattle 


take insects in flight. and by overbrow sing by deer. 


Dried leaves, plant fibers, ind down, bound with spiders silk, with tint f | 
mammal hair and grasses ® in fork of shrub or ill tr 
© built by female ¢ 3—5 cream « 5. with spl ies and 


larger end; usually ovate, 0.72 x 0.53 inch 


Plumage Sexes differ | Habitat 99 9.9 @& a v= | Migration Migratory z Weight ().4 ounce 


DATE. ————“‘CSC‘SCT'IMCE : LOCATION 


Shape qy Location a ay 
ine 
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Family PaRULIDAE 


= 


Species |Wi/sonia pusilla Length 4.75 inches | Wingspan 7.5 inches 


| 


WILSON’S WARBLER 


Making its home in the thick damp woodlands and bogs of western North 
America, this active warbler has a wide nesting range, from Alaska to New 
Mexico, in the boreal forest from the Pacific to the Atlantic coast in 
Canada, and south into the New England states. ‘The female ts 


similar to the male but lacks the 
olive-green 


» upperparts 


black cap or has only a light 


gray-black wash on her crown. black cap 


Juvenile females lack the 
black crown altogether. 


@ SONG Quick series 


of slurred chee-chee-chee bright e 
notes, dropping in pitch yellow face 


at the end. Subject to and lores 


much individual and 
regional variation. Call 
is abrasive nasal chimp. 


; olive to 
BEHA\ [OR Solitary grayish 
or in pairs. ‘lame and (TOWN 


inquisitive; responds to 
pishing by birders. 

Energetic. Moves tail up 

and down or in a circular 
fashion, similar to a 
gnatcatcher, as it picks food 
off foliage by gieaning and 
hover-gleaning. Also catches 
insects in flight. Eats 

spiders, insects, and berries. 

®¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
Solitary in coastal areas. Forms 
loose colonies and is polygynous at high elevations. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 10-13 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 8-11 days, fed by both sexes. 

1 brood per year. 


& car patch 


FEMALE 


¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common in dense moist 
woodlands, willow and alder bogs, riparian corridors, and dense 


brushy ground cover in moist situations. Much more numerous in 


the West than in the East. 
® CONSERVATION 


Neotropical migrant. 
Uncommon cowbird host, 


Flight Pattern 


Swift flight of short duration on rapidly 
beating wings. Sallies forth from perch to 


take insects in midair before returning. lowland riparian thickets. 


dusky yellow 


except in the coastal lowlands 
of California. Vulnerable to 
habitat loss from destruction of 


long brownish 
olive tail 


bold yellow to 


greenish yellow 
underparts 


HOODED WARBLER 

White spots on tail, % 
which it constantly 

flicks open and closed; 
longer bill; dark dusky 

lores; black hood in 

males, with suggestion 

of hood in many 

females. 


YELLOW WARBLER Q 
Female and juvenile 

¢ yellow edging to 
wings and wing coverts; 
yellow spots in tail; 
short tail with undertail 
coverts reaching closer 
to tip; more subdued 
tail wag. 


Nest Identification Dried leaves, stalks, moss, and grass, with lining of fine grasses ® atop grassy 
tussock, pile of moss, or sedges, or set at base of tree or bush, or in low shrub 


¢ (3 feet above ground ¢ built by female ¢ 4-7 creamy white or white eggs, 


Shape wy LOCATION cams : ‘ : : 
ae 4 with flecks of brown, sometimes wreathed; oval to short oval, 0.6 inch long. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat @@ @ vz Migration Migratory Weight () 3 ounce 


DATE - _ TIME LOCATION 
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Family PARULIDAE E 


RS WR Camere ar ieee ere ota i 
, is | Len8th S_6 inches Wingspan 7 5_8 75 inches 


CANADA WARBLER 
This bird sings frequently from the dense forest undergrowth yellow supraloreal 
it favors, or from an exposed perch just above it, with a stripe ® 
jumbled warbling song that defies a fitting mnemonic. It 
actively forages for insects by flushing them from the 
foliage and chasing them. Males have been observed in 
“anticipatory feeding,” offering insects to the unhatched 
eggs in the well-concealed nest on the ground. Canada 
Warblers are more often seen than heard on the breeding 
grounds, but a bird often will reveal itself, coming close 
to squeaking and pishing sounds made by birders. 
This early fall migrant heads southward before 
many other warblers begin their migrations. 
During migration they are often seen in fycgs wing 
pairs, and may be traveling with their bars 
mate of the season. 


e SONG Chip followed by explosive 
staccato series of short notes ending 
with 3-note phrase, the last note rising 
in pitch. Song carries well and is given 
often on breeding grounds. 


© BEHAVIOR Skulks in the 
undergrowth; often concealed when 
perched. Frequently found in low, 
dense, luxuriant undergrowth under 
mixed hardwoods. Gleans insects 
from foliage, stems, and ground; 
sometimes flycatches. gray upperparts, 
¢ BREEDING Solitary nester. 85, ad tail 


* @ NESTING Incubation 12 
days by female. Altricial young 
fledge at 10-12 days. Probably 
1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common 

to fairly common in 


~e whitish eye ring 
forms spectacles 


black necklace 
on breast 


pinkish legs and feet 
black lores 


spectacles 


yellow underparts with 
faint gray streaking on breast 


milar Birds 


MAGNOLIA WARBLER 
Black streaking extends 


onto sides; yellow rump; 
white wing patch or 


ecu ’ 


bars; white patches in 


breeding range and in white legs and FEM: 3 tail; white supercilium; 
pation undertail Jeet EMALE black lores and cheeks. 
migration in the East; casual to 
: oe COvETTS = 
accidental elsewhere. Declining. a «i 
xh By rie o . Bae 3 
¢ CONSERVATION 5 meee 


Lara nyt > 


Neotropical migrant. Host to 
Brown-headed Cowbirds. 
Vulnerable to disturbance of 
mature forest on wintering 


ground. Habitat loss and forest 


Direct flight with rapid somewhat fragmentation negatively 
fluttering wing beats. 


affecting populations. 


- 1 
Generally on the ground © bulky cup of dead leaves, grasses, dried plants, and 


s, OF 


ferns ® lined with finer grasses and rootlets ¢ on a bank, upturned tree root 
mossy hummocks ¢ built by female * 3—5 brown, buff, or creamy white eggs W ith 
speckled dots and small blotches of various shades ot brown, gra 


oval to short oval, 0.68 x 0.5 inches. 


Habitat 7 2.9 2 


Migration Migratory 
TIME LOCATION 


ind purple; 


Shape wy Location game | _— 


Weight () 4 ounce 


peer Sexes differ 
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Family PARULIDAE Ss 


RED-FACED WARBLER | 
Sporting a scarlet and black face, this active bird 
is easily recognizable. A native of Mexico and 
Central America, it regularly nests in the 

high mountain forests of Arizona and 


bla kb CTOCH 
behind eye and 


New Mexico in conifers, oaks, and - sides of head 

aspen at 6,400—8,000 feet, Vi 

; I sdk + i x feet bold scarlet lace, 

sometimes lower in shaded throat. and 

canyons. This inquisitive sides of neck e P Say upperparts 


species comes readily to the 
squeaking and pishing of 
birders. When clinging 
chickadee-like upside down 
on trees, the white nape 
patch and white rump often 
are visible. ‘he red on the 
face of the female is a little 
less bright than that of the white belly and a 
male, and juveniles are similar underparts 
to adults, just a little duller. 


ahr BFS 1 
¥ 


e SONG A ringing melodic series of ais 
notes, with an emphatic ending of ae | 
several slurred notes, v7 /8/-wY /s/-@7 S/-wI- 
wishu, reminiscent of a Yellow Warbler’s 
song. Call note is a hard shup. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. ‘Tame and long square- 
approachable. Active and acrobatic forager. Picks food off oaks tipped tail 
and conifers from branches and clusters of needles, sometimes hanging 

upside down beneath the limb or cone. Catches some insects in flight. Eats mostly 
insects and spiders. May join mixed-species feeding flocks after breeding season. 


gray wash on 


sides of body 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Small loose colonies. 
¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Incubation estimated at 10-13 days by female. 
Young altricial, brooded by female; remain in nest estimated 
8-11 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common in montane oak-conifer No other bird in its US range has a 
forests. Casual to western ‘Texas and southern California. red and black face with a gray and 


white body. 


Current populations seem to be stable and have expanded 
slightly in US breeding range in the 20th century. Accidental in 
southern ‘Texas and Louisiana. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Unlike 
most other warbler species, not 
known to be parasitized by 


Fairly swift flight of short duration on cowbirds. Vulnerable to loss of 


rapidly beating wings. Sallies forth from <a we : satis 
perch to snatch insect in midair and nesting and wintering Nabitats 


returns to perch. due to tumbering operations. 


Zz a = 
Nest Identification | Stems, leaves, bark pieces, and conifer needles, with lining of fine plant material 

= > 4 5 3 é 

- and mammal hair ¢ hidden by grasses or sheltered by rock, base of tree, or log 

¢ which sex builds unknown ¢ 3—4 white eggs, with fine dots of brown; oval to 


Shape ww Location sums ¢¢ 


short oval, 0.65 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitatee 2 Migration Migratory Weight () 4 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Length 5 inches Wingspan 7 5 inches 
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| Lereth 5.5 inches | Wingspan g 5 inches 


Family PARULIDAE 


Se 


PAINTED REDSTART 


Easily identified by its conspicuous scarlet breast and 
white wing patches, this native of Mexico and Central 
America also nests in the wooded pine-oak foothills 
and mountain canyons of the Southwest. It often 
spreads its tail and droops its wings while hopping 
over stumps and branches. In the dark 

shadowed habitats the redstart frequents, the 
resulting white flashes may attract the 
attention of the bird’s mate, foraging 
nearby. ‘The white flashes may also 
startle insects into revealing 
themselves as prey. In flight 

this bird shows a white 
crissum with black 
scalloping. Juveniles 

are duskier and lack the 
red underparts until 
early fall. 

e SONG A full melodic 
low-pitched warble, weacher; 
weacher, weacher chee, the last note 


white arc 
beneath eye 


while wing 
patches @_ 


Sy 3 white outer 


tail feathers 


black head and 
upperparts @ 


black bill 


black throat 
and upper breast 


bold scarlet 
lower breast and 


upper belly 


Ne black sides 
and flanks 


ca \ / 
‘e black feet 


and legs 


emphatic and single-syllabled, but all preceding notes 2-syllabled. Songs are given rather 


slowly, with much variation by a single male and between singers. 
male. Has call note of squeaky down-slurred peep. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Tame and inquisitive. Hops 
on ground, logs, rocks, and branches, often turning sideways 
with each hop and flashing tail open or spreading it open with 
wings partially spread. Eats only insects. Forages actively on 
ground, in lower to middle levels of vegetation, and sometimes 
high in trees. Gleans, hover-gleans, and catches insects in flight. 
May join mixed-species foraging flocks outside breeding season. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 13-14 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 9-13 days, fed by both sexes. 


Females may duet with 


Unmistakable; no other North 
\merican warbler resembles it. 


SLATE-THROATED 
REDSTARTI 

Accidental vagrant 

e slate-gray wings, 
lacking white patches; 
slate-gray upperparts 
and face; dark chestnut 
crown patch; lacks 


white arc beneath eye; 


1—2 broods per year. less white in tail; black- 
: pes ceo. a ‘ scalloped white crissum 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common in montane J 
canyons of shaded pine-oak habitat. Rare in southern California. <i 
Accidental to rare elsewhere - Nee 
outside breeding range. aS 
® CONSERVATION 4 Sy 
: } Zp’ 
Neotropical migrant. Rare host \ Ky 
to cowbird parasitism. Pps 
a Vulnerable to habitat loss 4 
Weak fluttering flight of short duration on 2 : ial %, 
rapidly beating wings. Sallies from perch because of ogging and also | o 
to snatch insects in alr, returns to perch. from OV ecrgraZing In woodlots. \ 5 
Stalks and bark pieces ® cup often roofed ® lined with grasses and hair ® built on 
ground, sheltered by large rock, grassy tussock, tree roots, shrub, or side of bank 


® built by female ¢ 3-4 creamy white eggs, 


Shape qy ¢ Location ‘ aoe ‘etiam 


larger end, not wreathed; oval t 


Habitat 0.9 4 


_ TIME 


Migration Migratory 


Plumage Sexes similar 


IATE = LOCATION 


with specks 


il, 0.7 


of brown, me 


x 0.55 inches 


Weight () 3 ounce 
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Family PaRULIDAE 


FAN-TAILED WARBLER 


A native of Mexico and northern Central America, this 

shy bird is a rare spring, summer, and fall visitor to yellow patch on 

southeastern Arizona. Unlike many of the warblers, center Of Crown 

it W alks on the ground rather than hops, and it black sides of 

often wags its spread tail from side to side or crown and lores e— 

bobs it up and down. ‘This ts a long-legged gray 

warbler with a long graduated white- os al lala 

tipped tail. ‘Vhere ts little difference 

in plumages between the sexes. 
white eye 

ot i ea eae crescents and 

overall with two thin white fica lore spot 


wing bars, a yellow crissum, 


Juveniles are dark sooty gray 


and a pale yellow vent. 4 2 en yellow throat 
4 x and underparts 


tawny ocher 
breast and belly 
we 


white undertail € 
COVETTS 


¢ SONG Bold pleasing melody 

of slurred notes, beginning with rather 

weak notes and building to a strong ending with an 

up- or down-slurred note at the end, swwee, suwee, suwee, chu’. Has call of sharp high wiry schree. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Somewhat secretive; usually on or near the ground; often 
around logs, rocks, and along dry or low rocky stream bottoms. Swings spread tail from side to 
side with downward flipping action. Walks or shuffles around on ground, foraging for food. 
Hawks insects from ground. Eats insects, spiders, berries, and seeds. Follows army ant swarms 
in its native range. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 14-15 days, fed by female. 
2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Casual to accidental in North America. 
Uncommon in native range in 
| Plight Pattern Pattern woodlands with shaded 


understory and rocky substrate 
in moist canyons and ravines. 
ae © CONSERVATION Not of 


special concern. No published 
Short weak fluttering flights on rapidly . . + 
beating wings. Flies from ground to take records of cowbird parasitism. 


insects in air then back to perch or ground. 


he = ~ ~ . . . . . 
Nest Identification Plant stems, fibers, and grasses form a domed cup with lining of finer materials 
¢ sheltered by pile of grass, bank, or boulder ¢ built by female ¢ 24 white or 


. ‘ rea ite egg: 2d ¢ -cked with gray and red-brown; short 
Shape Q Lecation creamy w hite eggs, dotted ind flecked with gray and re 
a subelliptical, 0.6 x 0.44 inches. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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RUFOUS-CAPPED WARBLER 


Easily identifiable by its bold rufous cap, broad white eyebrow, 
and yellow throat, this endemic of Mexico and Guatemala is | pe 
an infrequent visitor to southern and western ‘Texas and 


southeastern Arizona. Like many warblers, it cocks its rufous hold aohiie 
tail and tends to remain hidden in the dense CrOWN eyebrow 


undergrowth of woodlands. ‘This warbler’s tail rufous patch 
: oe on cheek 
is unusually long and slender and is waved a 


in the manner of a gnatcatcher. olive-gray back 


and short 
long olive- rounded wings 
gray tail 


‘e white 
malar mark 


b< 
‘e bright yellow 
throat and 


upper breast 


brownish wash on sides,e— white belly 


flanks, and crissum 


¢ SONG Begins with cip- 
chip-chip, ending with melodic 
trilling, changing in pitch once or 
twice. Has call of #4, sometimes 
doubled or, if agitated, run into a rapid series. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Pairs may remain 
together throughout the year. Found in dense brush or second growth, often close to the 
ground. Somewhat sluggish and deliberate in its movements. Cocks its very long tail above 
'» back, anywhere from a 45-degree angle to almost vertical, and 

wags it. Gleans limbs and foliage for insects and spiders. ae 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 


long pink 
legs and feet 


a. ar 
Similar Birds 
Mie ae ee Oe es 


> : : : - The combination of face pattern, 
ry ; ie 
NESTING Incubation period and time young remain in nest Nr 
undetermined, as are roles of sexes in nesting and number of slender tail cocked above body easily 
broods per year. separate it from any North American 
: ; Ae warblers in US range 
¢ POPULATION Casual to accidental in southwestern US in — 
brushy foothills and mountain canyons. Accidental in southern es 6 
Texas. Generally common in its |*.< aes 
native range. ¥ ) SRL] 
~ ho r a tal A 
¢ CONSERVATION X 
Preference for disturbed or \ | 
brushy and second-growth yo | 
habitats keeps it relatively safe L { 
Somewhat weak fluttering direct flight of from habitat loss. Infrequent 
short duration with rapidly beating wings. host to cowbird parasitism. | M 
t Identification Grasses and plant fibers, domed, with lining of finer materials ¢ sheltered | 
; = by large rock, bank, or clump of grass ® built by female * 2-4 white 
al a . . lecks and splotches. concentrated at larger ¢ 
Shape Q Location é with reddish brown flecks and splotch 1 


0.69 x 0.53 inches. 


Migration N/onmigratory | Weight ().4 ounce 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat@ « 


| DATE TIME __ LOCATION 
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Family PARULIDAE Specles Jryrjq virens Length 7.25 inches 
a 


Y ELLOW-BREASTED CHAT 


Ihe largest North American warbler is named for its song, which resembles 


Wingspan g_1() inches 


bizarre loud chattering. The large size, stocky body, thick bill, and long tail 
are unusual for a warbler, vet IDNA studies confirm its taxonomic 
placement within this family. Unlike other warblers, it often sings at night 
in addition to its daytime vocalizations, a trait Shared with some of the 
mimic thrushes. lhe female is similar to the male but has gray lores. 


e SONG A clashing mixture of prattles, whistles, 


cathike sounds, clucking, screeching, and caw olive-green to 
alte €-2TQ)\ 


notes, both musical and harsh. Pacing ts 
2 e Up pe rparts 


slow, hesitant, and unwarbler-like, 
more like a mockingbird or 
thrasher. Has the lowest voice 


° /one 
graduated tail 


wile 


of any American wood 


’ spectacles e 
warbler. Some SONS as 


given in hovering a 
: : NICK Curved 
mothlike display —e 
ji hill e 
flights. Call notes are 


harsh cheow or nasal arr: 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary 


e white belly 


and crissum 


or in pairs. \cts more black lores ¢ 

like a mockingbird than white malar é 

a warbler. Shy, skulking, — “ar 

and secretive. Often bright yellow ¢ 

remains hidden in thick throat and % 
breast 


foliage. Best seen when 
male sings from an exposed 
perch or is displaying. Display 
flight lasts several seconds, head held high, tail pumping, legs dangling, and singing all the 
while. Forages low in dense brushy shrubbery and sometimes on the ground, gleaning insects, 
larvae, berries, and fruits. he only warbler known to hold food tn its feet. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester or small colonies. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 11-12 days by female. Altricial young brooded by female; stay in nest 
8—11 days, fed by both sexes. 2 broods per year. 


¢ POPULATION Common in dense thickets, brush, or scrub, 


especially along swamp margins and streams. Significant decline — | No similar species in North America 


over much of its eastern range. 
© CONSERVATION Neotropical migrant. Common host to Brown- 
headed Cowbird. Vulnerable to 
Flight Pattern habitat loss due to land 
development and clearing, 
urbanization, and natural 
succession from old fields to 


maturation of forests. 
Weak direct flights of short duration. In 


singing display, flies with legs dangling 


and wings flapping limply 


Dried stems, leaves, grasses, and bark pieces, lined with soft grasses, stems, and 
leaves ® in bush, vines, or thorny shrub, 2-8 feet above ground ¢ built by female 


¢ 3—6 white or creamy white eggs, with flecks of rust or violet, concentrated at 


Shape wy Location 
& larger end: oval, 0.86 x 0.67 inches 


Plumage Sexes similar | Miration Migratory Weight () 9 ounce 


DATE TIME _ : _ LOCATION — ee 


Named for the liver-red plumage of the male, this tropical 

bird has a small summer range in the southwestern grayish cheek 
mountain forests of North America. Not shy around patch 
humans, the male perches in tall trees to sing a 


sing-song series of musical phrases, similar to 
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HEPATIC TANAGER i- 9 
those of the Black-headed Grosbeak, but faster. 


dark red to 
orange-red 
2 overall 
The adult male retains his red plumage blackish 
throughout the year. The combination of dark bill 

bill and dusky gray auriculars in both sexes are 


good field marks to separate them from other grayish wash 
on back and 
flanks 


tanager species. Juveniles are similar to females 
but have paler underparts with buffy wing 

bars and are heavily streaked with brown. 

e¢ SONG Clear bold musical phrases in 
back-and-forth sing-song pattern. Call note 1s 

a loud chip or chuck, similar to the Hermit Thrush. MALE 
e BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Often joins 4 
mixed-species foraging flocks after the nesting 
season. Forages for food in upper foliage of 
_tall trees where it gleans from branches, 
stems, and leaves. Sometimes catches 


insects in flight. Eats insects and fruit os 
aS : See eo - cheek patch 
Sings often and is often detected by 
calls or song. Restless and active. 
Often flies considerable distances, 
moving rapidly from one tree to 

the next or traveling all the way 


across mountain canyons. 


olive-green 


upperparts 


~ yellow 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. underparts 
In courtship display male 
moves head back and forth 
and lifts bill to sky, 
showing off his bright throat. 
e NESTING Breeding biology 
poorly known. Estimated incubation | 
13-14 days by female. Young altricial; PARE es 20nt oe 
brooded by female; stay in nest estimated 13-15 days, fed by 

both sexes. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon 
to fairly common in pine and 


@ grayish wash 
on flanks 


~# SUMMER TANAGER 
FEMALE 7 Large vellow-browt 


bill: lacks gravish cheek 


pine-oak in mountain canyons. 
Accidental on Gulf Coast. 
© CONSERVATION 


Relatively swift direct flight on rapidly Neotropi al migrant. Rare host 


beating wings 


to cowbird parasitism 


Forbs, grasses, stems, an i flower pet 


end of limb, 15-50 feet above groun 


bring materials ¢ 3—5 bluish green 


Shape ogy Location hs & 
. oo 


wreathed: oval to short ov il | 


peartett Migration Migratory | weien 1.3 ounces 


LOCATION 
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Family THRAUPIDAE ame ©S Piranga rub | Leneth 7.75 inches | Winéspan 4 1_12 inches 


SUMMER TANAGER 


Males are easily identified by their brilliant red plumage. 
This bird is the most common North American tanager in its 
range, which is the most extensive tanager range across the 
eastern and southern United States. Males retain the bright 
red plumage all year long. Females have olive-green 
upperparts and orange-yellow underparts. First spring 
males are a mixture of reds and yellow-greens, usually 
with red on the head, back, and uppertail coverts. 
¢ SONG Melodic leisurely warbling of 

5-7 phrases; sing-song, back-and- 

forth, and robinlike. Call is a 
repeated pick-a-tuck. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 
pairs. Forages at middle to 
high levels in trees; picks 
food off leaves. Eats mostly 
bees and wasps, which it 
takes expertly in midair, 
and often raids wasp 
nests and beehives. 
Also eats other 
insects, grubs, 
caterpillars, and 
fruit. Often 
found near 
water, including 
bottomland 
hardwood and 
riparian forest, 
but also pine-oak 
forest in the East; primarily riparian in the West. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

e NESTING Incubation 11-12 days by female. Altricial young 
brooded by female; leave nest at 13—14 days, fed by both sexes. 
1—2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common in deciduous and mixed conifer- 
deciduous forests, especially oaks. Some declines in the East. 

¢ FEEDERS Mixture of 
peanut butter and cornmeal. 
© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 
Uncommon cowbird host. 
Vulnerable to habitat loss and 
forest fragmentation. 


bright rosy e~ 
red overall 


olive-green 


, upperparts 
J 


yellowish bill 


orange-yellow 
underparts 
FEMALE 


Swift direct flight with quick wing strokes. 
Sallies forth to take insects on the wing. 


large 


yellowish bill 


MALE 


FIRST 
SPRING MALE 


NORTHERN 
CARDINAL 

Red crest; black face 
and chin; large cone- 
shaped reddish bill. 


HEPATIC TANAGER 
Duller darker red color; 
blackish bill; grayish 
cheek patch; gray wash 
on flanks, back, and 
wing coverts. 


ee Tr Pay > a P m , e% a - fe 
vest Identification Bark pieces, forbs, grass, and leaves, with lining of soft grasses ® far out on 
limb, 10-35 feet above ground ® built by female ® 3—5 light blue or green eggs, 


marked with browns, occasionally wreathed or capped; oval to short oval, 


Shape egy 


Location & b> 


) 
: 
| 
sometimes long oval, 0.9 x 0.75 inches. 1 
} 
| 
} 
| 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Family "THRAUPIDAE Species Pig 


SCARLET TANAGER eae 


No other bird in North America has the breeding male’s unique plumage 

of a rich scarlet body with black wings and tail. When the male arrives . ~~ 
on the breeding grounds, he perches at the tops of tall trees and 

sings to defend his territory and attract a mate. In the molt 

following the breeding season, the male retains his black bright scarlet 
wings and tail, but his plumage becomes a mixture of overall @ 
green, yellow, and red patches, later becoming dull a oe 
green and yellow, appearing similar to the female nd sail « 
bird. Juveniles and first fall males are similar in 
appearance to the adult female. 


¢ SONG A breathy course series of 4—5 notes, 
somewhat rapidly delivered, guerit-queer- 
query-querit-queer. Pattern is sing-song 
and back-and-forth, somewhat like a 
robin with a sore throat. Has call 


of chip-burrr. 


e¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or 
in pairs. May forage for 
food on ground but 
more often high in tops of 
trees. Eats insects, including 
wasps, bees, and caterpillars. 
Also takes berries and fruit. 
Gleans food from branches 
and foliage and frequently 
hawks insects. Frequents 

| drier forests, often pine 

| and pine-oak. 

| © BREEDING G Monogamous; solitary or 

Ir in pairs. Male displays by perching below 

female, opening his wings and showing off his scarlet back. WESTERN TANAGER 
e NESTING Incubation 13-14 days by female. Young altricial: Male has additional 


tan to creamy @ 
pink bill with 
blackish culmen 


MALE 


pale broken 


eye TINg 


dull green 


upperparts 


blackish wings 
and tail 


FALL 
MALE 
lemon-yellow 
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underparts 


yellow upper wing bar 


| 
| brooded by female; stay in nest 9-11 days, fed by both sexes. a fcaales and Since 
| 1 brood per year. ) males are similar to 


—~ ° : + ‘ BY ) ‘ g I 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common in deciduous and mixed their COUntER parts: Put 


have white wing bars. 


conifer-hardwood forests. Some recent declines. Casual in West. 
®¢ FEEDERS Will come to feeders for mixture of bread crumbs, 
cornmeal, and peanut butter. 
© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Vulnerable 
to loss of habitat and forest 


fragmentation, as it requires 
large areas of forest for 
Swift rapid flight with quick wing strokes. 


ide : breeding. Fairly common host 
Sallies forth to take insects tn flight. , : 


to cowbird parasitism. 


Forbs, grasses, sticks, rootlets, and twigs, with lining of soft grasses and conifer 


needles ¢ far out on limb, 5-70 feet above ground ® built by female ¢ 2—5 bluish 


greenish eggs, marked with brown, often wreathed; ov al to short oval, 


Shape ogy Location & b> 


0.9 x 0.7 inches 


DATE TIME LOCATION _ 7 all ai 
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Family THRAUPIDAE Species Piranga ludoviciana | +°8Y 7.25 inches 


WESTERN TANAGER 


One of only two North American tanagers with distinet wing bars, this bird 


Wingspan 4 1_12 inches 


frequents the coniferous forests of the western mountain region, where it is one of 


the most colorful species present. It has on rare occasions hybridized with its close 


cousin, the Scarlet lTanager. In the molt after the breeding season, the male’s 


red head fades to a yellowish color with fine streaking on the 
red head, throat, 


crown. [he female's olive-gray back yellow uppertail e and upper breast 
contrasts sharply with the yellow-green coverts, rump, and 


rump, uppertail coverts, and nape. lower back 
Juveniles resemble females but — 
creamy pinkish 
orange bill with 
e@ dark culmen 


with head and body 
streaked dark brown. 
® SONG A hoarse 
vireo-like series 

of 34 phrases, s tek et 
the-ree, the TCE, the WCC, 

cheween. Call is pit-ick, pri-tick-tick. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 


Forages in trees and on ground, 


@ uppel 
yellow and 
low ‘a while 
wing bars 
e yellow 

underparts 


gleaning food from bark, limbs, MALE 


foliage, and soil. Eats fruit and 
insects, including wasps and bees. yellow-alice a 

‘ ‘ - : 2 head olive-o7 hack WIN PER 
Hawks insects in flight. Bathes ICEL AY UACR, MALE 
shoulders, and 5 
@ WINE COUCTTS 


in birdbaths. Frequent 


singer often first 
detected by 


vocalizations. pale broken & 
eye Ping 


FLAME-COLORED 
"TANAGER Y 
Dark bill; dusky 


auriculars; bolder 


In postbreeding 
season, often thin white and € 
yellow wing bars 


whitish wing bars; white 


joins mixed- tail corners; darkly 


streaked back. 


species foraging flocks. 


e BREEDING yellowish 


underparts 


SCARLET ‘TANAGER 
Females and winter 


Monogamous. Solitary. 


e IQTING . 5S - 
NESTING Incubation their counterparts but 
13 days by female. Altricial voung brooded by female; stay in 2% have olive backs and 


males are similar to 


nest 13-15 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per vear. © lack ‘the wing bats 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common in coniferous and pine-oak — 
forests, particularly in mountain canyons. Casual in East in winter. . Rim re 

¢ FEEDERS Fresh oranges, tS ae Ce 


dried fruit, bread crumbs. 
® CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 


Flight Pattern 


Uncommon cowbird host. 
Vulnerable to loss of habitat and 


Swift direct flight on rapidly beating 


wings. Sallies forth from perch to take forest fragmentation. 


insects in flight 


Rootlets, sticks, and moss, with lining of plant down and mammal hair ¢ far out 
on branch, 6-65 feet above ground ¢ built mostly by female ¢ 3-5 bluish eggs, 


marked with browns, often wreathed; oval to short subelliptical, 


Shape cqp Location gp, @& 


pe a 0.9 x 0.66 inches 


Plumage Sexes differ | Habitat @@ 4 _[ Migration Migratory | Weight 1.0 ounce 


DATE _ - _ TIME LOCATION 
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Family "PH RAUPIDAE te Pir nga biden wa | “98th 7.25 inches 


FLAME-COLORED TANAGER 


A tropical species, this bird has visited the Bi vaies boidr wn 

mountains of southwestern Texas on rare posterior end of i 
occasion and is casual in the mountains of car patch . 
southeastern Arizona, where it has 
nested. he orange-red color of the 
male combined with the blackish 
wings and tail, white wing bars and 
tertial spots, and black-streaked 
back are definitive. Juveniles 
have dark brown-streaked 
yellow underparts. ‘he word 
bidentata in the scientific name — flaming red-orange 
refers to the visible “teeth” body 

along the cutting edge of the 

upper mandible. 

e SONG Trilling series of 

3-5 burry vireo-like phrases, . greenish 
chick-churee-chuwee, similar to grayish yellow head 
song of Western ‘lanager. ae and nape 
Call is hard, rolled pr-reck. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 
pairs. Joins mixed foraging 
flocks after breeding 


Wingspan 4 4_12 inches 


2 white wing bars 
and white-uipped 


P tertials 
a 


/ 


gray bill with 
visible “teeth” 


MALE 


whitish corners 
on black tail ex 


dark brown 
SIeakiIng On 


back 


olive “LTCEN 
-» Upper parts 


! 

= ~ Py er oe 
season. Forages from 2 white wing e I Bo ie 

| middle to high levels bars and white- ciedawes: 

| in trees. Eats insects upped rertials 

+} and fruits. Gleans from : an 

|| FEMALE WESTERN PANAGER 


branches and foliage. 

Occasionally hawks 

insects. Frequents humid 

coniferous, oak, and pine- a ae ee 
: : greenish yellow 

oak forests in mountains. underparts 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous ne 

olive-gray tail with e 


and solitary. white tail Corners dusky gray backs and 

e NESTING Breeding biology poorly yellow-green heads with 
known. Estimated incubation 13-14 days by female. Young Ger oes 
altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 13-15 days, fed by both 
sexes. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Casual to 
southeastern Arizona. 
Accidental in southwest ‘Texas. 
® CONSERVATION 
Vulnerable to habitat loss and 
forest fragmentation. Extent of 


Upper yellow and lower 
white wing bars; 


pinkish-yellow bill 

© breeding males have 
red heads and upper 
breasts; yellow bodies; 
) black backs ® females 


and juveniles have 


Swift direct flight on quickly beating 


wings. Sallies forth from perch and takes 
insects in flight. cowbird parasitism unknown. 


Small sticks, conifer needles, rootlets, and grasses, with lining of finer materials 


=a) 


¢ on branch of tree, 15-50 feet above ground ¢ built by female * 2-5 green to 


bluish eggs, with gray and brown speckles; oval to short oval, 0.9 x 0.65 inches. 


BS 


Shape wy Location py bei 
WF 


Weight 1 2 ounces 


DATE CU TIME LOCATION = 
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Family EB MBERIZIDAE PECIES Pinily chlorurt Length 7 25 inches Wingspan 1() inches 
l 


GREEN-TAILED TOWHEE : 
‘The smallest of the towhees, this bird lives in the low brush of high 

mountain plateaus in southwestern North America. If an intruder approaches 

its nest, it leaves the nest and scampers through the undergrowth like a 

small mammal, hoping to distract the predator. Its habit of staying on or 


near the ground sometimes makes it a difficult species to observe, 


but males do choose prominent perches to deliver their reddish cap 


territorial songs. Juveniles are streaked overall and 


have buffy white underparts and brownish white lores 


upperparts with two faint wing bars. 
¢ SONG A varied series of chip 


gray face e 


notes, chu-weet-chur, cheee-Chur, olive-green 
accelerating to a trill. Calls a nasal upperparts e— ; 
& PPC ? ———e white throat 


meee and chink. Somewhat 
similar to Fox Sparrow. 


bordered by a dark 
and a white stripe 


wings and tail edged 
with yellow-olive e—__ 


gray breast 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or whitishe— 4 
in pairs. May form loose flocks — 2/4 sly 
with other species in winter. 

Forages for food on ground by 
scratching under foliage with both feet 
simultaneously, which is called double-scratch 

feeding. Eats seeds, fruit, and insects and their larvae. Secretive and easily overlooked. May be 
detected by the loud noises it makes rustling leaves on the ground as it scratches for food. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. ie. 
¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Estimated 


incubation 11-13 days by female. Young altricial; brooded by OLIVE SPARROW — 
Smaller; brown-striped 


female; stay in nest estimated 10—12 days, fed by both sexes. - 

5 ; z : crown; buff breast; dark 
2 broods per year. thin eye line ¢ inhabits 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common in mountain thickets, lower Rio Grande 


chaparral, scrublands, and riparian scrub. Casual across the East. 


¢ FEEDERS Visits feeding stations that have seed, grains, and 
bread crumbs. 

© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 
Uncommon cowbird host. 
Vulnerable to habitat loss 
because of land clearing, 
grazing, and development. 


Bisatht Patios 
lent I attern 
7 


e ¥ 


Rather rapid bouncy flight, alternating 
between several quick wing beats and 
wings pull to sides; repeated. 


cation Sucks, bark chips, and grass, with lining of hair and fine plant materials ¢ on 


ground, near base of bush or low in shrub or cactus, less than 28 inches above 
ground ® built by female ¢ 2—5 white eggs, flecked and dotted with brown; short 


Shape g Location umm— ey 


oval, 0.9 x 0.65 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat A ae Migration Migratory Weight 1.0 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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ecies 


Pipilo maculatus 


SPOTTED TOWHEE ‘mae 
| 


‘This bird is the western counterpart of the Shar bah heed 
Eastern Towhee, and until recently they were ALE and chest 


considered one species, the Rufous-sided 
Towhee. ‘The white spotting on the blackish olive red eyes 
upperparts, wings, and tail sd eat ales 


black wings with 
2 white wing bars 
and white spots 


shows geographical 
variation. he white 
on the undersides 
of the tail corners 
flash in flight. 


Juveniles are 


blac kish 
bill 


black tail with white 
tips on underside of 


brow 4 pack wes outer tail feathers cinnamon-rufous a ape i lta arts 

white wing bars ce spi F ae 
sides, flanks, and 

and darker brown undertail coverts creamy pink legs 


streaking on the and feet 


upperparts and underparts. 


¢ SONG Interior populations dark brown head, 
give 2 introductory chip notes, neck, breast, and 
followed by a trill, similar to es tuck brosn tal 


with white tips on 
underside of outer 
- tail feathers 


Bewick’s Wren. Pacific Coast 
birds deliver a fast or slow trilling. 
Call is slurred nasal mewing guee. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 

Small family groups stay together 

after nesting season. Males sing from 
elevated perches. Forages by double- 
scratching in leaf litter on ground beneath 
dense thickets, pulling both legs sharply 
backward at the same time. Eats insects, 
caterpillars, spiders, seeds, and fruit; sometimes small lizards or 
snakes. If approached too closely, female scurries from nest in 
the manner of a small rodent to distract intruder. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 9-11 days, fed by both sexes, 
but mostly by male. 2 broods per year. 


white spotting 
on back 


FEMALE 


dark brown wings 
with 2 white wing bars 
and white spots 


JUVENILE 


Lacks white spotting on 


back and scapulars 


e male has blacker 


upperparts * female has 


paler brown head, 


breast, and upperparts. 


¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common in chaparral, brushy &, 
. ° . 7 OY 
thickets, and forest edge. Np 


¢ FEEDERS Mixture of oats, er 
suet, and flax seeds. " 
© CONSERVATION 

Vulnerable to loss of habitat due 


, -leari az ‘ 4 
Short bounding flights with several to land clear aa) EfaZine, and 
rapid wing strokes followed by wings development. Fairly common | 
ie host to cowbird parasitism. : 
Twigs, leaves, rootlets, grass, and bark * lined with grasses * on ground 
sheltered by bush or grassy tussoc k. occasionally in low shrub or tree * built 
‘ bv female ¢ 2-6 gray-brown or creamy white eggs, flecked and d | 
Shape @ L IO ees 
, sara = purple, red-brown, and gray; ovate, 0.95 x 0.7 inches 
Plumage Sexes differ Habitat @ aw oe Migration Some migrate | Weight (jndetermined 


DATE TIME __ ae LOCATION 
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ws | Lensth 7_7.5 inches | Wingspan 1011 inches 


Family EM BERIZIDAE 


JASTERN TOWHEE re 


Sometimes called a Ground Robin in the South, this is the 


eastern Counterpart of the Spotted ‘lowhee. Until recently 


these birds were classified as one species, the Rufous-sided black upperparts 


‘lowhee. Vhe two species hybridize where their ranges and hood @ 


_® red eyes 
overlap along rivers in the Great Plains. Phe smaller Florida 7 


race has whitish CVes instead 


of red like most other races. 
a ; —_ MALE 
In flight the white undertail 


corners flash conspicuously. | 
: @ white outer 


Juveniles are brown overall with — ygi/ feathers 


pale chins and dark streaking on 
tawny buff © 


. undertail 
© SONG A clear whistled dink- covert 


your-teceaaa, With the “tea” trilled. 
Much individual variation, with 


underparts and upperparts. Se rufous sides 


~e whit 
underparts 
distinct white patch at & 


( » 1 7 1 y + . 
some birds leaving off the hase of primaries and 


introductory note and some omitting distinct white tertial edges 
the ending trill. Has calls of /ve- obiieovier 
WHEEE and che-wink or wank. brown upperparts tail feathers 


and hood 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 
Secretive; stays low in underbrush 


and on ground. Frequents brushy e tawny buff 


thickets, woodland edges, and undertail coverts 
‘iparian areas. Males are conspicuous ‘ 
riparian areas. Males are conspicuou — 


white patch at e 
sides 


when singing, often choosing ¢ 
en singing, often choosing an lace et gnidiaive 


exposed perch. Usually detected by gud white rertial — 
; wile 

the rustle of dry leaves on ground; cds 7 : 

‘or ” Baap FEMALE underparts 

forages by double-scratching, pulling MALE renee 


both legs sharply backward at once. Eats 

insects, caterpillars, small salamanders, fruits, and seeds. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. Courting male chases 
female and fans tail to show off white spots on outer feathers. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-13 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 10-12 days, fed by both sexes, 
more by male. 2-3 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common. Major decline in 


SPOTTED TOWHEE 
Extensive white 
spotting on back and 
scapulars ® female 
shows darker browns on 
head, breast, and 


upperparts. 


Northeast in last half of 20th century. ws g 
eee wie . . a BES 

¢ FEEDERS Mixture of oats, mS Jee 

RP OWIV DR « 

suet, and seeds. e ( “wu: 


© CONSERVATION Declines 
in Northeast poorly understood; 


4a tN. 


af 


Short bouncy flights with tail spread; med : 
series of rapid wing beats alternating with and pesucides in food chain. 


wings pulled to sides; repeated. requent cowbird host. 


vulnerable to loss of habitat, 


clearing of land, development, 


Sticks, rootlets, grass, bark, and leaves, with lining of soft grasses © on ground, 
sheltered by erassy tussock or bush, occasionally in low bush or tree, 1-5 fect 


above ground (but up to 20 feet) * built by female © 2-6 creamy white or grayish 


Shape LOCATION mm = 
w bd & py, eggs: oval, 0.9 x 0.66 inches 
Weight 15 ounces 


Plumage Sexes differ | Habitat @ a | Migration Northern birds migrate 


DATE TIME LOCATION _ 
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CANYON TOWHEE 


‘This sparrowlike bird was formerly rufous cap 
lumped with the very similar 

California Towhee and together 

they were called the Brown 
eg 3 grayish 
Towhee. Now considered a overall ® 
separate species, the Canyon 
Towhee is paler with a more 
rufous cap and a dark central 
chest spot. Not as strongly 
territorial as the California 
‘Towhee, it shows little 
aggressive interactions when 
defending its nesting area. 
Juveniles are similar to 

adults but have streaked 
underparts, two cinnamon 
wing bars, and, darker 
streaked upperparts. 

¢ SONG 1-2 introductory 
chips, followed by series of 
accelerating chips, chwee, 
chwee, chilly, chilly, chilly. Call is 
nasal slurred chedep or chee-yep; 
also a light sszp. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 
Often in small groups after breeding 
season. Stays low in brush or on ground. 
Hops rather than walks. Forages by double-scratching on 
ground in soil or leaf litter. Eats grain, insects, and seeds. 
Females sit tightly on nest, and, when flushed by intruder, 
scurry away with wings drooped like a small rodent to lure 
interloper from nest site. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. Pair mates for life. ee oa een ie 
¢ NESTING Incubation 11 days by female. Young altricial; spot between breast and 
brooded by female; stay in nest 8-9 days, fed by both sexes. belly; cinnamon-brown 
2-3 broods per year. 


¢ POPULATION Common on the lower slopes of mountain | ats 


canyons covered with brush, — nn Oe 


conspicuous buff 
eye ring | 


buff throat and 
upper breast 


Se necklace of light 


dusky streaks 


——~e dark central 
chest spot 


Se whitish pat A 


on belly 


cinnamon 
undertail coverts 


CALIFORNIA ‘TOWHEE 
Ranges do not overlap 


long tail ¢ brownish overall: 


longer tail; lacks spot 


between breast and 


belly; brownish crown 


contrasts little with 


head and nape; 


cinnamon lores contrast 


with face; dusky brown 


underparts 


ABERT’S (TOWHEL 
Cinnamon-brown 


upperparts; paler 


cinnamon undertail 


coverts and mottled 


crown 


juniper, or pinon. \ rey 


aa ae ) 
¢ FEEDERS Will come to ‘ 
feeders for seeds. \ La 


© CONSERVATION 


Uncommon host to parasitism 


Short flights with rapidly beating wings ; 
alternating with wings pulled briefly in by cowbirds. 


to sides. 


Stems, grass, and sticks, with lining of leaves, bark pice ind mammal 


ithove ground ® built mostl ma 


14 


thickest part of tree, usu illy 3-12 feet 


?_6 light green or blue eggs, with various splotches ts, an 


h P 
S ape @ Location & r ivy ar brown: ovate, 0.92 x 0.68 ine hes 


iriege Sexes similar | Habitat A ig 


DATE TIME Tes LOCATION 


Migration Nionmigratory Weight 1.6 ounces 
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Family E MBERIZIDAE 


CALIFORNIA TOWHEE 

Formerly lumped with the Canyon ‘Towhee as the Brown 
‘lowhee. ‘Vhe California ‘lowhee is browner than the 
Canyon lowhee, has a less contrasting cap and lacks a 


dark central breast spot. Looking similar to a large 
sparrow, it hops rather than walks. ‘hese towhees 
mate for life, and the male guards the female while 
she feeds. After foraging separately, members of 

a mated pair repeatedly perform a display of 
sideways posturing and quick bowing 
movements. If the mate fails to respond to 
its partner's pair-reinforcement attempts, 
it is set upon as if it Were a territorial 
intruder. Juveniles are similar to adults 
but have faintly streaked upperparts, 
dusky streaked underparts, and two 
cinnamon wing bars. 


brownish gray @ 
overall ; 


© SONG Accelerating series of 
ascending metallic chink 

notes, becoming slurred at 

the end. Call is sharp 
metallic cAimé& or thin 
high-pitched ssee. 

© BEHAVIOR 
Solitary or in pairs. 
Males sing from 


CINNAMON 
undertail 
COVETTS 


long dark tail 


conspicuous perches. 

Often forages in the open but usually near cover, quietly 
double-scratching on ground under foliage, outdoor buildings, 
and fences. Eats grain, seeds, and insects. Highly defensive of 
territory, actively pursuing intruders. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary nester. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 11 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 8 days, but are tended and fed 
by both sexes for several more weeks. 2—3 broods per year. 


® POPULATION Common in chaparral, brushy arid country, 


DTOWN CVOWN 


fe —<—$___>_ 


buff lores 


buff throat 
with conspicuous 
border of dark 
Spots 


CANYON ‘TOWHEE 
Ranges do not overlap 

* rufous crown; black 
spot between breast and 
belly; white spot on 
belly; paler and grayer 
upperparts; paler 
underparts. 


ABERT’S “PTOWHEE 
Ranges do not overlap 
¢ black face and chin; 
lacks buffy cinnamon 
throat and streaky 
necklace; buffy brown 
underparts with dusky 


mottling. 


gardens, and increasingly in suburbia. 

e FEEDERS Will come to feeders for seeds. 
® CONSERVATION Declining 
in parts of range due to 
development along California 
coastline. Increasing in other 
parts because of increased edge- 
Short flights with rapidly beating wings type habitat caused by human 
alternating with wings pulled briefly to activities. L-ncommon host to 
sides; repeated. cowbird parasitism. 


Bark pieces, sticks, weeds, and grass ¢ lined with mammal hair, bark pieces, 
and leaves ® in thick foliage, 4-12 feet above ground © built mostly by female 
¢ 2-6 light blue or greenish eggs, with various brown and black markings; 


Shape Location 
p w = & a ovate, 0.92 x 0.68 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar Habitat 5> A a Migration Nonmigratory Weight 1.9 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Length 9 5 inches Wingspan 42_13 inches 


ABERT’S TOWHEE ee 


This shy bird is difficult to spot as it hides in “in 
bushes or hops on the ground beneath desert 

scrub. It is particularly fond of riparian 

thickets. Its voice, however, provides a clue 

to its location, because it calls frequently. cinnamon 
Like many of the towhees, the male oa ee 
and female mate for life. It can be 
distinguished from the similar 
California and Canyon Towhees by 
its black face and unstreaked breast. 
Juveniles are similar to adults but 
their underparts are paler and 
duller and are streaked dusky. 


e SONG A series of 

4-6 repetitive peek or chip 
notes, accelerating and 
dropping in pitch at the 
end, chip, chip, chip, chip, 
chip, chee-chee-chee-chee- 
chee. Call is a sharp 

thin slightly nasal 

peek, often repeated. 

¢ BEHAVIOR | 
Solitary or in pairs. than upperparts 

Terrestrial. Somewhat shy 

and secretive. Forages for food 

by double-scratching on ground and in fallen leaves. Eats seeds, 
grains, and insects. Wary, often scoots for the cover of brush 

and stays hidden at the first sign of an intruder. Young hatch 
asynchronously, and both sexes selectively feed the larger 
nestlings, leading to brood reduction in nesting seasons when 
food supply is scarce. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

e NESTING Incubation 14 days by female. Young altricial: 
brooded by female; stay in nest 12-13 days, fed by both sexes. 
2 broods per year. 

© POPULATION Common in brush in arid country and 


uhherfarts 
“Uppe pa j & 


VAUNAMON DENT 


QNG uUndéemay 


4 
: eT & = 
riparian thickets; declining in I~~s AGES 
some regions. ‘ ey 
’ - = ~ rT ' ) 
® CONSERVATION Declines 4 
* “> 


have been attributed to heavy et 


parasitism by cowbirds as wel 


as loss of habitat due to clearin | AQ 


Short flights with rapidly beating \ 


9 : rik Ta 
alternating with wings pulled briefl of arid scrublands 


sides; repeated 


Migration Nionmigratory | “°'@" 1.7 ounces 


DATE _TIME_ __ LOCATION 
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Family EMBERIZIDAE 


r 7 


| Length 5.75 inches 


pale gray head with 


Wingspan 8 25 inches 


RUFOUS-WINGED SPARROW 


Primarily a native of Mexico, this sparrow 


; reddish brown streaking 
has a small range in southern Arizona. In on sides of crown Oe 
the spring it waits until after a substantial 
raintall to build its nest, or if no rain, reddish 


eye line 2-toned bill with 
pale lower 


mandible 


will delay nesting until the following 

spring. The male sings throughout ete 
the year, usually perched on a Mock sionals 
cactus or other low vegetation. 
It can be distinguished from 
other small sparrows in 
its range by the 

dark double 

stripes on the 

sides of its = 


black mustache 
and malar stripe 
on side of face 


rufous shoulder patch 


~e 2 whitish wing bars 


whitish 


face. Juveniles long underparts 
are paler with rounded tail 


less distinct face 

marking, buffy wing bars, and 

streaking on the breast and sides. 

Juveniles have a dark bill and brownish auriculars. 

¢ SONG A rapid jumbled series of ip notes, chip-chip-chip, 

followed by an accelerating trill, sweet, sweet, sweet. Call is a high CHIPPING SPARROW 

abrasive seep or high thin ¢sv¢. Entirely black bill; 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs or small groups. Joins mixed- ee Cae ant 
: : : : ; ; . distinct white eyebrow; 

species flocks with other sparrows in winter. Hops on ground to notched tail: black Ene 

find food, occasionally hawking insects from ground. Eats extending from bill 

mostly insects, their caterpillars, and seeds. Believed to glean through eye to ear; 

: > ps . ; . lacks malar and 
water supply from diet. Local numbers may vary from year to 


JUVENILE 


mustache marks. 


year based on breeding activity and success. 
: _ : Doe tat RUFOUS-CROWNED 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. SPARROW 
¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Estimated Reddish cone ri 
ry . r , Pry nape; single Malar 
incubation 12-14 days by female. Young altricial; brooded by tae: 
: » ) : : : ; , mark; gray-brown 
) 
female; stay in nest 8—9 days, fed by both sexes. Nesting upperparts with reddish 
depends on amount of rain and high temperatures, but streaking; distinct 


white eye ring; lacks 


relationships have not been determined. May not nest every 
: : rufous shoulder patch. 


year. Estimated 2 broods per vear. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly common but local in arid to semiarid 
brushy areas with bunchgrass. 
© CONSERVATION 
Infrequent host to cowbird 
parasitism. Vulnerable to habitat 
loss due to overgrazing and 
development. 


Short flights on rapidly beating wings, 
alternating with brief periods of wings 
pulled to sides; repeated. 


Forbs, grass, twigs, and bark, lined with fine materials ¢ in fork of cactus 
or thorny bush, or in small tree, 0.5-10 feet above ground ¢ built by 


female ¢ 2—5 bluish white eggs, unmarked; ovate, somewhat pointed, 


Location = & 


Shape ¥ 
Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat , 4 oe Migration Nonmigratory | We'8t 0.5 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


0.75 x 0.57 inches. 
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CASSIN’S SPARROW 


When another male invades its territon 
PR me 


_ Ss 2 Z as * . 


7 


Weg - 
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BOTTERI’S SPARROW | 
This large sparrow is a native of Mexico, | 

Its permanent range extending into . 
southernmost lexas and its breeding : 


range In Summer into southeastern 


Arizona. S ending most of its grayish upperparts 
> 7 

with rufous and 

@ black streaking 


time on the ground, it 
often will run rather 
than fly to escape 
danger. It can be 


distinguished — /arge bi// with 
decurved 
culmen 


Trusty wash on JUVENILE 
. wings and tail 


from Cassin’s 
Sparrow by its 
long brown tail 
and whitish 
breast, and when 


long rounded 
dusky brown 
tail 


flushed, by the lack of whisich or 
white in the tips of its grayish buff 


outer tail feathers. underparts 


Juveniles are buffier overall 
and have buffy underparts 

with streaking on the breast, 
sides, and flanks. 

e SONG A high abrasive series 
of hesitant chips, followed by a 


@ brownish buff 
on crissum and 


Hanks 


bouncing-ball trill. Call is a thin cick. CASSIN’S SPARROW 
Dusky tail; white tips 


e < f f : it: 1 9] : ‘ afre 2CT] D ee 
BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Small groups after nesting satnniuettl other 


season. Shy, elusive, and retiring. Hard to see. When flushed, dusky streaking on 
flies short distance before dropping back into cover. Forages on flanks; bill with straight 

> > . co : . culmen; dark spots and 
ground for food. Eats insects and seeds. Males sing from low 

. : subterminal dark 

exposed perches and sometimes on the wing between perches. barring on upperparts: 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. grayer underparts. 
¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Estimated GRASSHOPPER 
: . : a SPARROW 
incubation 12—14 days by female. Young altricial; brooded by matt: fe 
: . ogee oD 2 Chunkier; buffy loral 
female; stay in nest estimated 9-11 days, fed by both sexes. region; short tail; buffier 
1—2 broods per year. underparts; buffy 


: —_ "9 . : streaking on upperparts. 
¢ POPULATION Uncommon in grasslands with scattered sie. 


shrubs and bushes. Declining due to loss of habitat, especially in 
southern Texas. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrants in western 
population. Extent of cowbird 
parasitism unknown. Population 
declines due to overgrazing 
from as early as 1880s, land 


Short flights on rapidly beating wings 


ilternating with brief periods of wings 
pulled to sides clearing, and development. 


Grasses and rootlets, with lining of finer materials © on ground or grassy tussock, 
usually sheltered by tall grass or shrub © built by female ¢ 2—5 plain bluish white 


Shape ay Location wes LL eggs: oval to short oval. 0.8 x 0.57 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat L@ oe Migration ‘Texas birds do not migrate | “89 0.7 ounce 


DATE - TIME LOCATION 


BIRDS OF NORTH 


RUFOUS-CROWNED SPARROW 
The black “whisker” lines on each side of its 
face, white eye ring, and lack of a white 
supercilium distinguish this bird from 

the similar Chipping Sparrow. 

The wary Rufous-crowned 
Sparrow will run and 

hide from danger, 

rather than fly. 

Despite this 

tendency, the 

sparrow is often 


conspicuous 

whitish eye ring @ 
rufous line 
extending back 
from eye e 
gray-brown Sa 
upperparts with 
reddish streaking 


conspicuous | 
and easily e /ong 
rounded tail 


observed when not 
approached too 

closely. It will, 

however, come out into 

the open in response to a 
squeaking noise. Juveniles 
have buffier upperparts and 
underparts, with streaking on 

the breast, and often show two narrow white wing bars. 


gray underparts 


e SONG A series of quick gurgling chip-chip notes, accelerating 
at the end. Call is an abrasive der: 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs or small family groups. 
Forages for food on ground or low in shrubs. Hops rather than 
walks. Eats insects, caterpillars, seeds, and grain. Male sings 
from exposed perch. Pair gives high-pitched squealing duet 
when reunited within breeding territory. Female gives feigned 
injury display when disturbed on nest by intruder. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Estimated 
incubation 11—13 days by female. Young altricial; brooded by 
female; stay in nest estimated 8-10 days, fed by both sexes. 
1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common locally on dry rocky hillsides with 
scattered grasses, shrubs, and brush. 


e FEEDERS Baby chick 
scratch feed. 

e CONSERVATION Extent of 
cowbird parasitism unknown. 
Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 


grazing and development. 


Short flights with rapidly beating wings 
alternating with brief periods of wings 
pulled to sides; repeated. 


Grass, sticks 


ground, atop grassy tussock o 


® sometimes low in tree or bush, | 


Location —i mes 


© built by female @ 2—5 pale bluish whit 


0.8 inch long 


TIME i LOCATION _ 


ind bark pieces, with lining of gra sandn 


AMERICA e 647 


rufous crown 


_ gray head 


e black 


malar mark 


JUVENILE 


CHIPPING SPARROW 
Conspicuous black line 
through eves; white 
line over eyes; two 
white wing bars: 
notched tail; upperparts 
heavily streaked with 
dark brown; lacks dark 
malar mark. 


RUFOUS-WINGED 
SPARROW 

Rufous shoulder patch; 
reddish postorbital line; 
dark mustache and 
malar mark; reddish 
forecrown; dark brown- 
streaked nape, back, 


and back of crown 


® western range 
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| Family E\BERIZIDAE SPECIES A jmophila quinquestriata 


FIVE-STRIPED SPARROW 
‘This sparrow is named for the five 

white stripes on its head — one white super 
above each eve, mustache . 
marks on both sides of 
the face, and one on 

the throat. A native 

of Mexico, its 

summer breeding 

range extends into 

a very small part of 
southern Arizona, 

where it is limited 

to steep rocky 

‘ 6 


fy a WK. de a Nd 


LTAY SI 


hillsides COV ered 
with a mixture of 
dense tall shrubs and COVES 


underlay 


grasses. Juveniles have 

a brownish head and 
upperparts, traces of the 
supercilium and mustache 
marks, dusky gray throat 

and underparts, and pale 
yellow median throat and belly. 
¢ SONG Brief trilled chipping phrase of ser7-it-chee-chee-it-ts-chee- 
chee-it-serr-serr. Each successive song differs from the preceding 
one, and individual males may have more than 100 song types. 
Has a call of s/é or a low clucking. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. May join mixed foraging 
flocks in winter. Forages on ground or low in shrubs and is 
easily overlooked. Sometimes male sings from ground while 
foraging, but often sings from exposed perch. Eats insects and 
seeds gleaned from ground or foliage. Defends territory against 
other species of sparrows, as well as other Five-striped males. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-13 days by female. Young altricial: 
brooded by female; stay in nest 9-10 days, ted by both sexes. 


Nlale feeds and tends fledglings while female incubates second 
clutch. 1-3 broods per vear. 

¢ POPULATION Uncommon 
and local in North America; 
limited breeding range in 
southern Arizona. 

© CONSERVATION 


Flight Pattern 


4a vx avn 


1 


Short flights with rapidly beating wings . . . : 
dempnidictade vaichy toate custleits OF wines Neotropical migrant. Common 
| pulled to sides host to cowbird parasitism. 


Length 6 inches 


Wingspan 9 inches 


© white mustache mark 


—e 2 face 


Ta) 


© black stripe borders 


wile (hroat 


hlack spot at base 
Of gray breast 


BLACK-THROATED 
SPARROW 

Completely black chin, 
throat, and chest; 

2 white stripes on each 
side of head; white 
underparts with 
brownish sides and 
flanks: brown 
upperparts; white 
outermost tail feathers 
and white tips to outer 
tail feathers. 


SAGE SPARROW 

White underparts; gray 
upperparts, including 
head; white eve ring; 
white supraloral area; 
white mustache 
bordered by black 
malar mark; black spot 
in center of breast; 
brown streaking on 
sides and flanks. 


On gf 


e¢ 34 plain white eggs; oval, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


| Plumage Sexes similar 


DATE : _ TIME LOCATION 


Rootlets and grass, with lining of finer materials © atop grassy tussock, 


ound, or low in bush, 0.54.5 feet above ground ¢ built by female 


Habitat we ot ww m f | Migration [jS birds migrate | W&'8" 0.7 ounce 


AMERICAN TREE SPARROW 


After nesting near the frigid tundra regions, 


flocks of these sparrows migrate south and .~ 
can be found primarily in the United States © rufous crown ——— 
during the winter. Sometimes traveling gray head 

in flocks of thirty-five to forty birds, and nape e 


\ 


dark upper and 
vel low lower 


mandibles 


but often smaller, they scout out Pees 
ets rufous stripe 

food supplies and willingly come behind eve 

to outdoor feeders. Males often 

winter farther north than 

females and juveniles. black and rufous 

Males sing during streaking on back 

i nitias = and scapulars 

courtship and also to 

claim territory. 


gTa) chin, 
throat, breast, 
and underparts 


; : dark central 
white trim on spot on breast 
outer xebs of 

outer tail feathers 


rufous patches 

on sides of breast, 
; sides, and flanks 
notched tail 


Juveniles have paler upperparts and streaking on 
the head, breast, and sides. These birds spend their 
summers in open landscapes and their winters near 

the forest edge. 

e SONG Several long clear introductory notes followed by a 
variable trilled melody. Has a call of fweedle-eet, tweedle-eet. 

¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs on breeding grounds. In flocks in winter. JUVENILE WINTER 
Relatively tame and conspicuous. Forages for food by scratching PLUMAGE 
on ground, foliage, or snow. Eats mostly seeds. Also eats insects 
and caterpillars in summer, as well as some berries and catkins 
of willow. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-13 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 8-10 days, fed by both sexes. 

1 brood per year. 


FIELD SPARROW 


omallier, pink upper an 


¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common in weedy fields, open 
areas of brush and scattered 
trees, groves of small conifers, 
mixed conifer-deciduous groves, 
and marshes. 

e FEEDERS Feeds on wild 


Short flight on rapidly beating wings 
alternating with brief periods of wings 
pulled to sides; repeated. birdseed mixture. 


Stems. bark pieces, moss, as 
clump of grass or moss, rarely 
© built bv female © 3-7 light blue or greenish \ 


flecks; oval, 0.75 x O0.5¢ 


Shape ¥ Location — it: MH fy 


LOCATION 
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| Family EMBERIZIDAE 


CHIPPING SPARROW 

Its bold chestnut cap, bordered by a long white superciliary 

stripe during breeding season, helps identify this tiny 

sparrow. Named for its song and call, it sings 

trom its high perch during the day, and © chestnut cap 


sometimes even at night, or calls 


as it forages for food In trees, © white supercilium 


evardens, and backvards. 


One of the tamest 
halt brown o— —* black bill 
upperparts with 
food from human black or brown 


sparrows, it will take 


hands. Juveniles streaking 


© black line 
extends from 
Aull through 


eye 10 @a7 


lack the white 


evebrow and 


? white € 
wing bars 


WINTER 
gray underparts @ JUVENILE PLUMAGE 


chestnut cap but have a streaked crown and nape, streaked 
underparts, and buffy wing bars. Winter birds have brown- 
streaked crowns, brown faces, and dark lores. 


CLAY-COLORED 
SPARROW 
Black-streaked brown 
crown with gray center 


e SONG A repetitive series of trilled chip notes, chip-chip-chip- 
| chip-chip-chip-chip, all the same pitch. Has a call of sees. 


stripe; buffy brown 
eRE : . : : ‘ . : cheek patch bordered 
BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. In small family groups after by dark: postsoular 
breeding season. May join mixed-species foraging flocks in stripe and dark 
winter. Forages on ground and picks off foliage. Eats seeds, mustache mark; pale 
grayish eyebrow; 


| insects, their caterpillars, and spiders. whitish chin and 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. A few males polygynous. submustachial stripe 
evens , : . ; 3 separated by buffy 
NESTING Incubation 11-14 days by female. Young altricial; avalan canidee soluticls 


brooded by female: Stay in nest 8-12 days, ted by both sexes. underparts with buffy 
wash on breast. 


2 broods per vear. 

¢ POPULATION Common and widespread in open mixed 
coniferous-deciduous forests, 
forest edges, gardens, lawns, 
and short-grass fields. 

e FEEDERS Comes to feeders 
for breadcrumbs and seeds. 
bem | ®* CONSERVATION 

¢ periods of Neotropical migrant. Common 
gs pulled to sides; repeated host to cowbird parasitism. 


short f] 


stalks, and rootlets, with lining of mammal hair and grass ® on 
branch or vine tangle, rarely on ground ® most often 3-11 feet above ground (but 


ip to 60 feet) © built by female ¢ 2—5 bluish green eggs, marked with dark 


browns, blues, and blacks, often wreathed; subelliptical to short subelliptical, 


PDI Tp Migration \figratory 


DATE. SC TIME. LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes similar Weight (4 ounce 
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eS Se 


~@ BEHAVIOR In pairs 


Length 5 5 inches Wingspan g inches 


CLAY-COLORED SPARROW =a 


‘The male bird perches to claim its territory 
while singing its buzzy insectlike song 
across the grasslands. Wintering 


primarily in the highlands of . ee 
central Mexico, this tiny white ” @ black streaks 

: = SUPETCUI1 
bird flies north to summer ai a ciate | | 


whitish stripe in 
middle of crown 


in the prairies of Canada | 


Tnite : 
and the northern United ea 


ee a stripe _—e dark strip 
frequent visitor to pues ke Fe ‘Suydieere 
backyard feeders shows dark 
d ‘ic buff mustache medrol 
ada uff rump. stripe striped back 


Juveniles have a gray 
nape, buffy brown 
cheek patch, and 
streaked underparts. 


e SONG Insectlike pale gray-white 
underparts with 


brown ear 
patches 


repetitive bzxz-bzzxz-2Ece- Filip mech on 
zece. Has a call of chip or sip. breast 


2 white wing bars 


during breeding season. Small 
family groups prior to fall 
migration. Males vigorously defend 
small territory. Sings often and well into the heat of July. CHIPPING SPARROW 


Forages on ground or low in trees. Eats seeds and insects. May =~ Winter adults have gray 


Bs : ae : Fe. cae Se cos: os rey rump; brown crown 
join mixed-species feeding flocks with other sparrows in winter. seiche Mn teswaleinie: 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. and whitish central 

é z ees. Cr eae ae crown stripe; gray 
NESTING Incubation 10-12 days by both sexes, but female underparts ® first winter 

does more. Young altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest birds have buffy 

8—9 days, fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. underparts. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly common in brushy weedy fields, — BREWER’S SPARROW 

° _ d Mate Z RE ack | 

riparian thickets, and forest edges. Slight decline over recent pes wills aaa 

‘ < : : @@ stripe; blacker streaking 

decades due to loss of habitat after human populations increased onapperpants: paler 

in the North and East. Rare to casual visitor in migration and brown ear patch lacks 

winter on both coasts, the Southwest, and southern Florida. black outline; whitish 


eve rng 


¢ FEEDERS Will come to feeding stations for breadcrumbs, 
cracked corn, sunflower seeds, and millet. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Common 
host to cowbird parasitism. 
Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 
development and land clearing 


Typically, short flight on rapidly beating for agriculture. 


wings alternating with brief periods of \ 
wings pulled to sides. id 


—— 


Sticks. grass. forbs, and rootlets, with lining of mammal hair and rootiet 


© atop grassy tussock, on ground sheltered by bush, or low in bran 


or tree @ less than 5 feet above ground ® built by female * | 


Shape @ 


LOCATION gms ms ds 


eggs, marked with dark browns and blacks, often wreathed : | 


0.67 x 0.5 inches 


Habitat @, x ee Migration Migratory Weight () 4 ounce ed i 


TIME = LOCATION 
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= 
| Length 5 5 inches Wingspan inches 
if 

{ , 


Family EMBERIZIDAE species 


BREWER’S SPARROW 


At sunrise and just before sunset, countless 
territorial males sing continuous choruses, their patch with 
buzzing trill spreading across the Great Basin of 
the western United States. The ‘Timberline 
Sparrow, an isolated subspecies that nests 
above the timberline in the subalpine 


brown upperparts 
with black streaking 


zone of the Canadian 
Rockies north into southeastern 
Alaska, may be a separate species. 
Shy and wary on the nesting grounds, fh. 
this sparrow is tame during other times 
of the year and often visits gardens and 
outdoor feeders. Juveniles are similar to 
adults but are buffier overall with 
streaked underparts; both juveniles and 
adults show a buffy brown rump. 


e SONG An insectlike long-continuing 
buzzing trill, with each sequence of the song given 

on different pitches, one sequence following another in long 
sessions without pauses. Call is s7p. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. In small family groups after 
breeding season. In winter, may join mixed-species foraging 
flocks with other sparrows and buntings. Forages on or near 
ground for food. Eats mostly insects in spring and summer. In 
fall and winter, eats mostly seeds. Found almost anywhere that 
sagebrush occurs. When disturbed by intruder, incubating or 
brooding female often runs rather than flies from nest. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 11-13 days, mostly by female, but 
some by male. Young altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 
8-9 days, fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common in arid brushland, sagebrush flats, 


pale brown ear 


dark borders 


DFOWN CFOWN 


with fine black q 


grayish white 


eyebrow 


whitish 
eye Ting 
dark 


malar stripe 


and underparts 


dark brown 
wings with buff 


Winter @ dark streaking 
on rufous crown; gray 
rump; bold white wing 
bars; less contrasting 
eyebrow stripe; lacks 
white eye ring and dark 
malar mark. 


CLAY-COLORED 
SPARROW 

Whitish or buffy white 
central stripe; buffier 
streaking on upperparts; 
buffier washes on 
underparts; gray nape; 
buffier cheek patch; 
lacks white eye ring. 


pale lores 


grayish white throat 


mountain meadows, and also in 
thickets. Accidental in the East. 
¢ FEEDERS Will come for 
baby chick scratch feed. 

© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Infrequent 
host to cowbird parasitism. 


Short flights with rapid wing beats 
alternating with brief periods of wings 
pulled to sides; repeated. 


Forbs and dried grasses, with lining of rootlets and mammal hair ¢ in bush or 
cactus ® usually less than 4 feet above ground ¢ built by female ¢ 3-5 bluish 
green eggs, with dark brown dots and specks; subelliptical to ovate, 


Shape Location 
pe ay cation ap BF py | 7 0S aches, 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat ue Migration Migratory Weight (5 ounce : 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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pearly EMBERIZIDAE | SPECIES Spixella pusille Length 5 75 inches Wingspan g 5 inches 


FIELD SPARROW 


‘This sparrow stays near the ground in fields and open woodlands. When 
defending its nest, the male flies from tree to tree singing a melody that 
accelerates like the bouncing of a dropped rubber ball. The clearing 

of the primeval eastern forest provided thousands 

of acres of habitat ideally suited for this 


grayish brown 
rump 


rusty back with 
dark streaking 


rusty cap 


buffy white 


eye TIN 


rusty 
brown wings 


pink bill 


2 wing bars 


gray sides of head 


pink legs 
and feet 


brown streak 
behind each eye 


buff breast, sides, 
and flanks 


JUVENILE 


small sparrow. Now, as the old farms become suburbs or succumb to the 
woodlots brought on by ecological succession, this bird is declining in this range. 


e SONG A pleasant seea-seea-seea-wee-wee-wee, which begins with 
separate clear whistled notes and accelerates, either ascending, 
descending, or staying on the same pitch. Call is abrasive cAzp. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs in breeding season. In small iano 
family flocks after nesting. In winter, forms flocks that may join Rtiwiseroun wid) 
mixed-species foraging flocks. Forages on ground or low in : il ceniral stripe; buffy 


; ; 1 cheek patch; buffy 
shrubbery for insects, caterpillars, seeds, and spiders. ‘Tame and Gneeh yates Da 
x brown malar mark; gray 


curious; responds to squeaking and pishing by birders. nape: bul eds and 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. streaks on upperparts; 

; ; ‘ ; eee whitish underparts with 
¢ NESTING Incubation 10-17 days by female. Young altricial; bitte sousle an ablest 


brooded by female; stay in nest 7-8 days, fed by both sexes. and flanks; 2 buffy 
Male tends and feeds fledglings while female incubates second wing bars. 
clutch. 2-3 broods per year. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common in old fields, open 
brushy woodlands, thorn scrub, 
and forest edge. Casual in West. 
Uncommon in the Maritimes. 

®¢ FEEDERS Small grain. 


Short flights with rapid wing beats g 
alternating with brief periods of wings © CONSERVATION Common 


pulled to sides; repeated. host to cowbird parasitism. 


Fine grasses, leaves, and dried grass, with lining of mammal hair and rootlets 
© atop grassy tussock or clump of vegetation, sometmes In vine oF bush ® less 
than 3 feet above ground © built by female * 2-6 creamy pale ercenish bluish 


white eggs, marked with browns, occasionally wreathed; short subelliptical 


Shape ww Location — itt 


().7 x 0.53 inches. 


DATE TIME ; LOCATION 7 
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Family EMBERIZIDAE SPECIES $y jx e// rula 


BLACK-CHINNED SPARROW 

‘The black chin of the breeding male 

combined with the rusty back and gray bright pink e 
body set this bird apart from similar ad 
sparrows. Females are similar to males beck china? igs hae rusty back and 
but have a plain gray head and and lores ‘ a ee scapulars with 
underparts, sometimes with a trace of WA ack streaking 
black on the chin. Juveniles are similar gray overall e—— Gig 
to females and winter birds, but have 4 : brown wings 
light streaking on their underparts ais”: y with paler-edged 
and a brownish wash on their heads. ie 
Although primarily nonmigratory, 
birds in the northern parts of the 
range do migrate. 

e SONG A series of 2 or more clear 
chips run into a bouncing-ball trill of 


whitish gray belly e 


long dark 
tail 


the song of a Field Sparrow. Has a 
call of high thin seep. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. rusty back and 1 pan? 
After breeding season and in scapular with pink bill 
. ; dark streaking e : 
winter, Sometimes in small 
family groups. Shy and 
retiring. Male chooses . . 4 gray 
prominent singing brown wings with overall 
perch. Forages for paler edging ad - 
food in brush and on ene a wag 
da il sata fa ad Ol . gray belly 

ground. Eats insects 
and seeds. Little is 
known of its biology. \ 

ws © /ong dark FEMALE 
¢ BREEDING gray tail _ 
Monogamous. Loose colonial. 


JUVENILE 


DARK-EYED JUNCO 
“Gray-headed Junco” 
e NESTING Incubation 13 days, mostly by female. Young SS ~ Face * gray overall; pink 
altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest estimated 8-12 days, bill; black lores 

fed by both sexes. 1—2 broods per year. 


extending mask to back 
of eye; chestnut back; 
¢ POPULATION Uncommon and local in chaparral, sagebrush, white outer tail 


and arid scrub on grassy slopes in foothills and mountains. ial ls 


¢ CONSERVATION Neotropical migrant. Uncommon host to 
cowbird parasitism. Vulnerable 
to habitat loss because of 
development, land clearing, 
overgrazing, and fire retardation 
leading to maturing of chaparral 
habitat. Species requires open, 
beating wings alternating with brief early stage of post-fire chaparral 
periods of wings pulled to sides. habitat development. 


Flights of short duration on rapidly 


PS fo PORT ee ee 
Nest Tdeni ificati on ae ; ; ; ; ; ; : 
‘ a - Stems and grasses, with lining of rootlets, hair, and feathers ¢ set low in bush, 


1.5-3 feet above ground ¢ built by female ¢ 2—5 light blue eggs, unmarked; 
Shape wa Location Be subelliptical, ovate, or rounded ovate, 0.7 x 0.53 inches. 


PININGHe Sexes differ  }aetat A. Tas Migration Northern birds migrate Weight (4 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


)Famity EMBERIZIDAE 
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VESPER SPARROW 


This bird is named for the time of day it usually 


sings its best and most continuous choruses, 
which is at twilight when many other 
songbirds have become silent. Its song is not 
limited to the vespers hour, however, for 
during nesting season, it sings throughout 
the day from the highest perch available 
in its territory. ‘his sparrow, with 
chestnut lesser coverts on its shoulder 
and white outer tail feathers, has a 
vast geographical distribution, its 
home habitats ranging from dry 
grasslands and farmlands to 
sagebrush flats. Juveniles resemble 
adults but have more extensive 
streaking on the underparts. 
e SONG Two drawled clear notes 
followed by two higher notes, then 
a short descending trill. Call is a 

- high thin ¢sszv. 


gray- 


chestnut patch 
at bend of 


of black Spots 
beneath 


upperparts 
streaked 


wINg, WIth row 


brown ear patch 
bordered behind and 
below with white 


—e white eye 
ring 


brown 


grayish 
brown 
streaking on 
breast, throat, 
and sides 


white 
underparts 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 
May form small family groups after 
breeding season. May join loose 


white 
outer tail 
feathers 


flocks in winter. Walks on ground. 

Runs from danger instead of flying. 

Forages on ground, in grasses, and 

in low shrubbery for insects and 

seeds. Very fond of dust baths. 

Neither bathes in nor drinks water, 

meeting all internal water needs through diet. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary or loose colonies. 


e NESTING Incubation 11-13 days by both sexes, but female 


@ Jong 
notched tail 


male while female starts another nest. 1—3 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Uncommon to fairly common. Numbers 


a Ee ts / 5 : central “stickpin” spot 
does more. Young altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest sek ods vue Vg ARAL oes 
7-14 days, fed by both sexes. Fledglings tended and fed by lacuke covert lacks 


SAVANNAH SPARROW 


Shorter tail; vellow 


supercilium; pale 


central crown stripe; 


white eve ring and 


outer tail feathers 


declining in the East as habitat is lost to development and because 
logged areas become older and 
less suitable for nesting. 

© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Common 
host to cowbird parasitism. 
Nesting sites are being lost due 


Short flights on rapidly beating wings 


. . . . ° . 4 1 ¥ Pe , Oo 
alternating with brief periods of wings CO agric ultural mowing and 


other operations. 


pulled to sides; repeated. 


Dry prasses, weed stalks, ind rooth ts in 


© in scraped-out depression 0 


‘ 


Location —_ £££ 


near tall grass clump, on sand or dirt 
Shape ogy } , 
pale greenish white eggs with brown mart 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat Le oo oe 


Migration Migratory 


d with 


{ 


n ground @® hidd 
e built b 


ings: Oo 


rine 


n under 


Weight 1.0 ounce 


LOCATION 


DATE TIME 
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= Tn 


Family E MBERIZIDAE SPECIES Chondestes grammacus 


LARK SPARROW AA 


| “This sparrow, with its harlequin head pattern, has a lov ely voice 
and sings from the ground, a perch, or while flying, sometimes 
even at night. Frequenting the open prairies and other open 
habitats, mostly west of the Mississippi River, it can be black. white. and 
identified by the dark Spot in the center of its breast and the chestnut-brown 
long rounded tail with extensive white edging. Juveniles stripes on head @ 
are similar to adults but more washed-out with an ill- 
defined head pattern, buffier coloration, dark brown 


streaking on the white throat, and white underparts chestnut ear 

with a buffy wash on the sides of the breast. patches white 
@ SONG Long, pleasant bubbling melody, ad : sheet 
I Oo} ing | | ? | 1 | DIFOLN ANA OLACK . aN 

ye ginning with 2 loud clear notes eeabinn oh ieatkt > SS Snot 


followed by series of chips, buzzes, and 
trills. Call is repetitive sharp metallic 

wk, often given in flight. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. 
Gregarious. Feeds in flocks, even during 
breeding season. Forages for food on 


malar mark 


whitish 
underparts 
with buff wash 
on flanks 


ground and low in trees and shrubs. 
Eats seeds, insects, and caterpillars. 
Females on nest perform distraction 
display when disturbed, scurrying 
away with wings fluttering and tail 
spread. Prior to copulating, male 
often passes to female a twig or 
grass stem, which she holds. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
Occasionally polygamous. 
Often in loose colonies. Male 
displays while swaggering on the ground in front of female, his tail 
spread, showing off its white feathers. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 11-12 days by female. Young altricial: 
brooded by female; remain in nest 9-10 days, fed by both sexes. 
1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common in cultivated areas, fields, pastures, | Head pattern is distinctive; not likely 
grassland, prairie, and savanna. Range has declined east of the ee a ee 
Mississippi River due to loss of habitat. Casual to East coast. 

¢ FEEDERS Small grains. 
Neotropical migrant. 
Uncommon cowbird host. 
Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 
land clearing, development, 


long rounded black 
tail with white edging 


Short fluttering flight on rapidly beating 
wings alternating with briet periods of overgrazing, and nest losses ice) 


wings pulled to sides. agricultural operations. 


: . Sticks, grass, and forbs ¢ lined with rootlets and grasses ® atop grassy 
Nest Identification y 
tussock shaded by bush, or low in tree, sometimes in shrub or bush or in 


abandoned nest ® 3-30 feet above ground @ built by female ¢ 


3-6 creamy to grayish white eggs, marked with dark browns and blacks, 


Shape wy Location 


wee ts Me | . 
often wreathed; oval, 0.8 x 0.62 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat L@ Migration \figratory Weight 1.0 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Family EMBERIZIDAE 
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BLACK-THROATED SPARROW 


Its bold black throat and the white stripes above 
its eye extending from its bill are good clues for 
identifying this sparrow. As long as it is able to 
get water from its diet, it thrives in the desert 
country, surviving long periods of time 

without drinking water. Accessible water is 
necessary, however, in the heat of the 
summer through autumn, until the 
rains begin and green vegetation 
develops. It has not adapted 

well to the transition of 
habitats as some of its 
range has been developed 
into suburbs. Juveniles 
lack the black chin, 
throat, and breast of 
adults and are streaked 
with brown on the breast 
and sides. 

e SONG A high bell-like song 

with 2 introductory notes followed by 

a trill gueat-queat, toodle-oodle-oodle, variable. 

Call is an abrasive c//p or high sweet tinkling twitters. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Sometimes forms small 
family groups after nesting season. Joins mixed-species foraging 
flocks in winter. Fairly tame and curious. Responds to pishing 
by birders. Forages for food on ground and in low vegetation. 
Eats seeds, spiders, and insects. Walks or runs, often with tail 
cocked upward. Timing of breeding varies annually, apparently 
based on seasonal rainfall amounts and food availability. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

e NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Estimated 
incubation 12-15 days by female. Young altricial; brooded by 
female; stay in nest estimated 10-11 days, fed by both sexes. 

2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly common in desert and semidesert 
scrub, especially on rocky uplands. Declining in some areas due to 
development of habitat. 
Accidental in the East. 

® CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 
Uncommon host to cowbird 


grayish head @ 


white eyebrow 


white mustache eo 


\ 


Sy 
brownish gray 
upperparts e 


rounded black tail 
with white trim on 
outer tail feathers 
and white tips 


parasitism. Vulnerable to habitat 


Typically, short-duration flights on rapidly 


beating wings alternating with brief loss caused by combination of 


land clearing and development. 


periods of wings pulled to sides; repeated. 


1 bi a Length 5.5 inches Wingspan 8.5 inches 


black lore Ss, 
chin, throat, 
and chest 


whitish 
underparts 


gray-buff wash 
on sides, flanks, 
and crissum 


JUVENILE 


SAGE SPARROW 
Juvenile similar to 
juvenile Black-throated 
Sparrow ® white 
evebrow stripe and 
white eve ring: sandy 
cray-brown crown, 
nape, and back: fine 
dusky streaks on chest; 
traces of central dark 
spot on chest; tail lacks 
white edging and tps; 
brown streaking on 

ind flanks 


sides 


Forbs and grass, with lining of mammal hair anc 


or cactus, less than 10 feet aboy 


pale blue eggs; oval, 0 7 x 0.52 inches 


Shape iS Location te + 


eround @ built by fen 


Habitat, 1 % oe Migration Northern birds migrate 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Weight (5 ounce 
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Family E MBERIZIDAE Species Amphispiza bell Length 6.25 inches _| WiN€8P8N 8.25 inches | 
1 


SAGE SPARROW | 
‘This shy sparrow of coastal California and the Great Basin area west of the 
Rocky Mountains most often skulks and hides under dense scrub. It 

often flicks its tail as it walks on the ground; when it runs, it usually 

holds its tail perpendicular to its back, wrenlike. Males perch 


to sing conspicuously on the top of a bush. ‘The white eye ring 
coastal subspecies Bell’s Sparrow has much and supraloral gray head 

: ar light to dark streak 
darker gray upperparts with more distinct gray upperparts, os 
facial markings than the paler interior race, with or without white chin 
with its sandier upperparts with faint dusky streaking @ and throat 


streaking. Although the species is 
primarily migratory, the coastal race 1s 
not. Juveniles are duller overall and 
have more heavily streaked 
upperparts and underparts. 


brown to black 


stripe 


black central 
spot on breast 


dusky 
streaking on 
sides and 
flanks 


white e~ 
underparts 

¢ SONG A jumbled series of 

phrases with a seesaw rhythm, fwee-s7- 

tity-slip, twee-si-tity-slip, high, thin, and 

tinkling. Has a high faint call note of #4 or Wk-t1k. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Small flocks Bryon ear oacdhes: 

after breeding season. Inconspicuous and warty. harlequin head pattern; 

Difficult to observe. Often found near water. Stays low in white tail corners; black 

: ‘ —_ spot in center of white 

shrubbery or on ground, except to sing. Forages mainly on Shuai: des not halen 

ground. Eats insects, caterpillars, and seeds. Male twitches tail 

while singing and when scolding intruders. Runs or flies away 


BLACK-THROATED 


hasih SPARROW 
low over or within vegetation. Juvenile similar to 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. P= Sense Spey 


¢ gray head, nape, and 
ear patch; white 
supercilium; white 


¢ NESTING Incubation 12-16 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 9-11 days, fed by both sexes. 


at and bros 
2 broods per year. poner oats 
$ ; ; ; mustache; brown- 
¢ POPULATION Common and widespread in the Great Basin streaked breast and 


in sagebrush and alkaline flats. Coastal subspecies fairly sides; white edges and 
common to common in montane chaparral. Accidental in East. is 

¢ FEEDERS Will come to feeders for baby chick scratch feed. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Uncommon host to cowbird 
parasitism. Vulnerable to habitat 
loss due to land clearing and 
development, overgrazing by 
Short flights close to ground, with rapid cattle. ‘Phe endemic San 

wing beats alternating with brief periods Clemente Island (California) 

of wings pulled to sides; repeated. subspecies iS endangered. 


‘Twigs, grass, and bark chips, with lining of grasses, forbs, feathers, fur, and seeds 
gs, g | 


— ® set deep in shrub, less than 4 feet above ground ® sometimes in scrape on 


z ‘Itered by bush ¢ built by female ¢ 2-5 bluish white eggs, marked 
Shape Qy Location ground, sheltered by by SEs, 
= with dark browns and black, occasionally wreathed; ovate, 0.8 x 0.65 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | abitat ue 2 Migration Mfost migrate | “e€"" 0.7 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


malar mark borders 
white submustachial 


t 


BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA e 659 


Family EMBERIZIDAE SPeCles Ca/amospiza melanocorys 


LARK BUNTING 


In the spring hundreds of these birds fly in choreographed circles | | 
and shapes like a rolling wheel of birds. As they move across the | 
prairie, birds from the rear fly to the front over birds settling 
into vegetation. They remain in flocks as they return to 
their nesting grounds on the sagebrush plains. Males 

and females have similar winter plumage, but males 

show black primaries. Juveniles are similar to 


Length 7 inches 


Wingspan 11 inches 


winter adults. ‘This is the state bird of Colorado. black or slate- ‘ 
| © SONG Flutelike warbling melody of full gray overall @ bluish 


gray bill 


whistles and trills. Often sings in groups. 
Call is oo-ee. 

e BEHAVIOR In pairs or flocks. Gregarious; 
in flocks most of year. Forages on ground 
and in low vegetation. Eats insects, 
caterpillars, and seeds. ‘Territorial 
males ascend 20-30 feet with 
white wing patches flashing, 
{| pour out song, and descend 
| with jerky butterfly 

| movements to ground. 


large white 
wing patches 


MALE 


short tail with 
white tips on all but 


: : . central tail feathers 
Neighboring males often 


join in display flights. 

¢ BREEDING 

| Monogamous. Some are 
| 


bluish 


i 
¥ 

wey bill streaked gray 

g/vay 


© brown upperparts 
polygynous. Loose colonies. FEMALE 
Displaying male fluffs out 

feathers and crest and sings. 

e NESTING Incubation unstreaked 


white wing patch 
—e with hint of buff 


® short tail WINTER 


1 11-12 days by female; some belly PLUMAGE 
q “ Tel > 11m r 7 : 7 
males help. Altricial young nlite undinnark wities 
brooded by female; stay in dusky streaking 
nest 8—9 days, fed by both 


BOBOLINK co 


acne. 2 RN res 
sexes. 2 broods per year. ite ib Lacke.aainn 
¢ POPULATION Common in grasslands, dry plains, prairies, 
sagebrush flats, and meadows. Rare to casual on Pacific Coast in 


fall and winter. Casual in the East in fall and winter. 


uppertail coverts, and 


wings; buffy ocher 


hindnecl 


¢ FEEDERS Occasionally attends feeders that supply small grains eat _ 
and seeds. i eee | 


| Flight Pattern ¢ CONSERVATION ¢ cone 


Neotropical migrant. 
Uncommon host to cowbird taal 
parasitism. Historical population : 
; ; -clines 1 orthern and eastern z 
Strong flight with shallow wing beats dec lines inn rel ; Im | 
| alternating with brief periods of wings parts of breeding range caused \ ae 
pulled to sides. by loss of prairie habitat. \ ( 
Grass. forbs, and fine roots ® lined with hair and plant ° 
depression ® built by female * pale blu 
occasionall spotted with 4 ddish | i 4 


Shape wy Location sam £££ 


Migration \{ioratory Weight 4 4 ounces 


DATE ___ _ TIME LOCATION 
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Family EMBERIZIDAE _ | SPe sserculu SiS 
i 


SAVANNAH SPARROW 
Named for the city in Georgia where it 
was first spotted, this bird has a wide 


Length 5 256.25 inches 


Wingspan g_9 5 inches } 


yellow or 
whitish 
supercilium 


range, living in grassy marshes and 
wet meadows to grasslands and 
cultivated grass to tundra. It also 
has considerable variation whitish or pale @ 
between the many races that median crown 
make up the species. Like i 
many sparrows, it spends 
most of its time on the 
ground; when 
disturbed, it scurries 
through the grasses, 
running mouselike 
rather than flying away. 
But if hard-pressed it 
flies up a short 2 
distance then drops buff to white « 
back into the grasses. ——s with 

‘ 1rowN Streaking 
¢ SONG Begins with | 
2-3 chip notes followed 
by 2 buzzy insectlike 
trills, “p-tip-seeece-Saaady. 
Call note is seeep. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 
pairs. May form small family 
groups after breeding season. 
Gregarious; forms flocks in migration and 
winter. Forages for food on ground, sometimes 
scratching in dirt and foliage. Eats seeds, insects, 
spiders, and sometimes snails. Roosts in small tight groups on 
the ground. 


ee dark brown- 


streaked upperparts 


central “stickpin™ 
on chest 


pinkish legs 
and feet 


IPSWICH 
FORM 


SONG SPARROW 
Longer rounded tail 
without notch; heavier 


j short 


notched tail 


streaking on the 


underparts; large 


central “stickpin” on 


chest In most races; 


lacks yellow in lores 


and supercilium. 


VESPER SPARROW 
Gray-brown streaking 


on upperparts, throat, 


breast, and sides; wing 
has chestnut patch at 
bend; white outer tail 
feathers; white eve 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. Some marsh-dwelling 
populations tend to be polygynous. Sometimes loose colonies. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 10-13 days by both sexes, but female 
does most. Young altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 

7-14 days; fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods_per year. 

¢ POPULATION Abundant 
and widespread in open grassy 
landscapes and tundra. May be 
extending range farther south in 
the southern Appalachians. 

© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 
Uncommon cowbird host. 


ee ne eS eee 


ring; brown ear patch. 


Short flights with rapidly beating wings 
alternating with brief periods of wings 
pulled to sides. 


Moss and dried grasses ® lined with fine hair, fine grasses, and roots ® in 
depression or scrape, sheltered by vines, grasses, or dune ¢ built by female 


¢ 2-6 pale greenish blue or whitish eggs, marked with brown, sometimes 


Shape LOCATION games ah 
@ — wreathed; ovate to short ovate, 0.8 x 0.57 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar Parra, Migration Migratory Weight (8 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


See 


fencer Sexes similar | 4abitat 
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Family E\MBERIZIDAE Species 4 mmodramus savannarum Length 4 755.5 inches 


GRASSHOPPER SPARROW 


‘These birds are named for their insectlike 


song. The male claims his territory by 
singing from a low exposed perch , rene 
during the day. Hidden in tall 
grasses, this bird runs rather 
= 


than flies from danger. 

Because it nests onthe ga@y-Grows 
ground in cultivated we Saag ig 
grasslands, lives are lost oe 
when the crop is mowed: 
after mowing, predators take 
eggs, young, and adults. 
e SONG High thin 
insectlike buzzing with 
2 notes then a trill, pir- 
tuck, zeceeceeceeeee. At 
dusk may sing with 
more squeaky buzzy 
notes and trills. Call 
is soft insectlike /1sé. 
¢ BEHAVIOR 
Solitary or in pairs. 
May form small 
family groups after 
breeding season. 
Forages on ground 
and from low vegetation. Eats insects, worms, snails, 

seeds, and grains. Males sing from any exposed perch. When 
disturbed on nest, female flutters away in distraction disp] 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous Loose colonies. 

e NESTING Incubation 11-12 days by female. Young altricial: 
brooded by female: stay in nest 9 days, fed by both sexes. 

2—3 broods per year. 

@ POPULATION Common in cultivated fields, grasslands. 


prairies, savanna, and palmetto scrub. Declining in eastern part 


aV. 


of its range. 


cowbird parasitism. Declin 


MATE TIME LOCATION 


| mig 
ligration \ ieraton 
| . lig 


ner ,anCeC Ir rr > rr 

due to changes PTASSeS gE 
] ] r c r r 

ind losses tO agricu 

r y 

yperal vis re L C 
lanceren | 

endangere 


‘ 


JUVENILE 


Birds 


“ais en = = | 


— 
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Species 4 ymodramus bairdii | ©8455 inches Wingspan g 5 inches 


BAIRD’S SPARROW [~ 


On nesting grounds males establish territories by perching ona 


Family EMBERIZIDAE 


= 


tussock or shrub and singing. In the 1870s this bird was one of the 


most abundant in the prairies of its region, but remnant 


populations now cling to the habitat remains. When frightened it short spiky tail 
scurries mouselike through the grass and hides. ‘The best field @ with pale edges 


marks on this elusive sparrow are the broad buff-ocher central 


crown stripe and the necklace of brownish black streaks 


across the chest. 
dark spot at each 
Tear corner of 


e auriculars 


flat ocherous crown e 
with black stripes 
and w@ TLL ocher 

Cenler SIT pe 


laree bill e 


buffy brown, 
rufous, and black 
upperparts 


black mustache € 


buffy wash on er 
streaked sides 


and flanks 


GRASSHOPPER 
SPARROW 

Plain buff face and 
chest; pale narrow 


band of fine black € 


streaks on breast central crown stripe; 


dark postocular stripe; 
auriculars outlined 
above and on rear with 
: dark border ® juvenile 
Underparts are wach 
; : ne has buffy wash on 
white. Juveniles are more streaked breast and 
washed out and paler with less streaking on the underparts. sides. 
¢ SONG Silvery tinkling bell-like 2—3 notes, then lone warbled ‘ SAVANNAH SPARROW | 
note, then trilling 2p-z7p-z1p-z7--rrrrrrrr. Call is abrasive chip. Mate extensive 
; Se as ‘ ; ee streaking on underparts; 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Difficult to observe unless $ large central “stickpin” 
singing. Flushed birds fly up and drop, running to hide. Forages on chest (typically); 


on ground. Eats seeds, insects, and spiders. CASED HS AEE TO 


; - ; yellow narrow crown 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Loose colonies. stripe; yellowish to 
¢ NESTING Incubation 11-12 days by female. Young altricial; hsiasatithc iotohinehses 


brooded by female; stay in nest 8-10 days, fed by both sexes. 


1 brood per year. 
Flight Pattern 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon 
and local on short-grass prairie 


and grasslands. Declining. 
Accidental on both coasts. 

© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Vulnerable 
to loss of prairie. 


Short flights low over grasses with rapid 


wing beats alternating with brief periods 


of wings pulled to sides. 


Nest Identification 


Shape wa LOCATION gems Lee 


Habitat uf Migration Migratory 


DATE _ TIME LOCATION 


Dried grass and forbs, with lining of mammal hair and soft grass @ in slight 


depression, set in tall grasses or near bush ® built by female ¢ 3-6 white to 


grayish white eggs, with lilac and reddish brown markings; oval, 0.8 inch long. 


Weight () 8 ounce 


Plumage Sexes similar 
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Length 4.55.25 inches | “iMgspan 6 5_7 25 inches 


LE CONTE’S SPARROW ae 


One of the smallest sparrows, this bird 
is most often found in prairie Sidi asad ~ 
wetlands. A secretive bird, crown stripe e —— 
Le Conte’s Sparrow often 

scurries mouselike in thick 7g4t broad buff- 

cover when flushed, orange eyebrows 
rarely flying, and only a thin bill 

few feet at a time when 

it does. The species has 

declined in some parts grayish ear 
of its range with the patches 
disappearance of 

damp fields and other Pe 

similar habitats. This mabe oro asaag 
| : ; oranze-buft breast 
Sparrow is a casual migrant and sides” 
in the Northeast and West, 
traveling only short distances 
off the main migration 
pathways. Juveniles are buffier 
overall and are heavily streaked on their 
underparts. 
¢ SONG Call resembles a short shrill grasshopper-like duzz. 
High-pitched and thin, it has a short squeaky introductory note 
followed by a buzzy trill and ending with a final c#p note. Call 
note is a thin ssp. . 
e BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Secretive. Skulking. Walks whitish 
and runs on ground to forage within matted vegetation, oftenin | frequents marsh h 
wet grasslands and bogs. In winter months, combs ground for GRASSHOPP! 
_ seeds from grass and weeds. During summer, eats wide variety | SPARROW 

of insects, seeds, and spiders. Territorial male sings from =e 
exposed perch, with head pulled back and bill pointed skyward. st kath igne tence 
e BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. auricula 
e NESTING Incubation 12-13 days by female. Young altricial: eer = = 
brooded by female; stay in nest estimated 8-10 days, fed by wash on chest 
both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. icics epee 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common and somewhat local in wet Z 
meadows, bog, and marsh edges. Declining in parts of range. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Uncommon host to cowbird 
parasitism. Vulnerable to loss of 
habitat due to draining of 
wetlands and development of 
Alternates of rapid wing beats with brief habitat for agriculture. 


periods of wings pulled to sides; flies short 
distances before dropping back into grass 


5 


Weight 1) 5 ounce 


TIME 7 LOCATION 
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Family EMBERIZIDAE SPECIES 4 yyy gd ram Isoni._\ “8th 4:75 inches Wingspan 7 25 inches 


NELSON’S SHARP-TAILED SPARROW — 


Its streaked plumage serves as camouflage in 


the dense freshwater marsh grasses It gray median 
(TORN SUTTpe 


inhabits in Canada, the northern prairie 
marshes of the US, and parts of 

Maine. When frightened, it 

scampers mouselike, with its buff to light 
head held low, and does not brownish 


fly. It recently was determined “Pperparts with 
; . blackish streaking 


plain gray 
nape and 


car pat A ? 


ocherous 
orange on face 


to be a separate species from 
the Saltmarsh Sharp-tailed 
Sparrow; both were formerly 
lumped together under the 
name Sharp-tailed Sparrow. 
Adults show whitish or gray 
streaking on scapulars. 
Juveniles have buffier 
underparts and buffy heads 
without the gray auriculars 
and nape and lack streaking 
on the breast and flanks. 


—e gray to dark-brown 
streaked ocherous buff 
breast, sides, and flanks 


: 2 


‘e white belly 


JUVENILE 


a T ‘ hs 
¢ SONG An explosive wheezy 
Bold dark brown stripes 
on sides; white median 


sound of cold water tossed on hot metal. 
crown stripe; gray nape 


@ BEHAVIOR In pairs or small groups. Secretive. Difficult with chestnut streaking; 
to observe unless male is singing, which it does from straw-colored streaking 
next a Gre 2 a : on back and scapulars; 
conspicuous perches. Curious, and will come up in vegetation chee soipiten 
hn. 6 ; ; =i lives in prairies 
and draw closer to pishing and squeaking by birders. Walks é juveniies have lestile 
around on ground and picks up food or gleans from vegetation. streaked underparts. 


Eats insects, their caterpillars, various seeds, and small snails. 
Males loosely territorial or nonterritorial. Flushed birds usually 
fly short distance before dropping back down into dense cover. 


SALTMARSH SHARP- 
PAILED SPARROW 
Larger orange-buff facial 
triangle contrasts sharply 
¢ BREEDING Polygamous. Loose colonies. with body; larger bill; 
¢ NESTING Incubation 11 days by female. Young altricial; Sees 

5 ‘ . : . : < supercilium behind eye 
brooded by female; stay in nest 10 days, fed mostly by female. © joveniles awe heavily 
1 brood per year. streaked underparts 


* eastern range. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common in wet meadows, freshwater 
marshes, and tule beds. Numbers decline with habitat drainage. 
¢ CONSERVATION Rare host 
to cowbird parasitism. 
Vulnerable to loss of habitat due 
to marsh draining and 
agricultural practices, including 
cattle grazing. 


Short flights low over vegetation, with 
rapid wing beats alternating with brief 


periods of wings pulled to sides; repeated. 


Nest Identification — a 
Bie’ See ae Dried grasses and stems ® atop grassy tussock or on pile of reeds ¢ built by 
female ¢ 3-7 light green eggs, with heavy brown spotting; oval, 


Shape qq = Location am AAA ite 0.76 x 0.57 inches. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


i 
J 


| 


large repertoire of songs, 
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z i Length 6 75-7.5 inches | Wingspan 49 511.75 inches 


FOX SPARROW 7 


Named for its rufous coloring, particularly on the rump and tail, the Fox 
Sparrow is one of the largest of all sparrows. ‘There is much variation in size 
and coloration over the wide breeding range. The most richly plumaged 
birds breed in the boreal forests from Alaska to Newfoundland and 


are the forms seen in winter in the southeastern US, such as ne 
the P. 7. zaboria pictured here. In the western with darker upper 


mandible 


mountain races, birds have gray heads and . 

backs, while northwestern Pacific ae ee 7 
coastal races are sooty brown with \ 
dark brown rumps and tails. 

While mostly solitary, reddish wings 
this sparrow sometimes 
is observed associating 
with other sparrows. 
Migrates in late 

March and early reddish tail 
November, generally and rump 
traveling at night. 

¢ SONG Each male has a 


laret rufous to 
brown spot on 
central breast 


—e underparts heavily 
marked with 
triangular spots 


singing one after the other until 

his entire suite is exhausted before 
beginning again. Rich flutelike sweet 
melody in northern reddish races; other races 
include grating trills. Variable, each phrase rises in pitch 

then falls on closing notes. Call is loud smack or drawn-out s/sssp. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs in breeding season. Small 
flocks in migration and on wintering grounds. Forages by 
double-scratching, towheelike, on ground and digging small 
holes by kicking backward with claws. Eats weed seeds, wild 
fruits and berries, insects, spiders, millipedes, and small snails. 


HERMIT THRUSH 
Reddish tail: lacks 


streaking on brownish 


back; brown to gray- 


brown upperparts; 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. whitish gray underparts; 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Young altricial; oe pair am 
brooded by female; stay in nest 9-11 days, fed by both sexes. sikh a lucite: 
2 broods per year. spotted breast, sides, 


and flanks 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon to common in deciduous or 
conifer forest, undergrowth, chaparral, montane thicket, and riparian 
woodland. Declining in East. 

¢ FEEDERS Birdseed and 
breadcrumbs attract it to ground 


underneath feeders. 
© CONSERVATION Rare 
cowbird host. Vulnerable to 


Short flights on rapidly beating wings / ; 
alternating with brief periods of wings habitat loss due to logging 


pulled to sides. operations and development. 


ind animal fur @ lined with 


| Lichen, roots, bark, leaves, twigs, grass, feathers 


grass and moss ® on ground or in shrub, rarely on branch of tree ¢ 0 
j g arelv up to 20 feet) ® built by female * 2—5 pale green to green h whit | 
Sha ground (rare | 
we aici by = eggs, with reddish brown markings; oval 0.9 inch lon 
| imi i igrati ee dt Wei See ie 
MABE Sexes similar | Habitat opp 9.¢ A am & | Merton Migratory | ele 1.1 ounces 


DATE TIME _———_:«SLOCATION 
q 
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Length 


Species Welyspiza melodia Wingspan g 2512.5 inches 


5.75-7.5 inches 


Family EMBERIZIDAE 


SONG SPARROW 


Even with its drab plumage, this bold songbird is . 
broad grayish 


easy to spot when it perches in the open, 
2» eyebrow 


trilling its pleasant melody. In flight it brownish, grayish, or 
brownish gray upperparts, 


@ usually streaked 


pumps its tail up and down. 
Inhabiting a wide range, this 
bird is found throughout 


MOST of North America dark malar eo 
stripe borders 
white throat 


long rounded 
tail 


and is perhaps the 


continent's most 
variable species, 
with approximately 


streaking on sides e 
and breast meet 
in center and 


thirtv-one Aik wesce 
form “stickpin 


subspecies 


a —— ee 


—e whitish 
underparts 


recognized. ‘he — 
Aleutian race, JI. pinkish feet 


and legs 


mM. MAXIMA, \S SO 

large and dark it looks like a 

different species. Because of the work 
of Ohio bird biologist Margaret Morse Nice, the biology of this bird 
may be the best-known of any songbird on the continent. Juveniles 
are similar to adults but appear buffier overall with finer streaking. ALEUTIAN 
¢ SONG Whistles 2-3 clear introductory notes, followed by a RACE 
trill. Nluch variation in each individual’s song and between 


individuals. Call is imp or what and a high thin sssv. 
SAVANNAH SPARROW 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. May be in small loose flocks 
in winter, often with other species of sparrows. Forages in trees, 
bushes, and on ground by picking food off foliage, grass, and 


Yellowish above eye; 
shorter notched tail; 
pinker legs; finer 


streaking on 
upperparts; central 
“stickpin” on chest. 


soil; also scratches on ground. Eats insects, larvae, grains, seeds, 
berries, and some fruits. Coastal species take small mollusks and 
crustaceans. Males sing from exposed perches to claim territory. ingen aia . 
JINCOLN’S SPARROW 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Polygynous in some cases. Male Smaller; buff wash on 
vigorously defends territory and battles with other males. Often 
chases invading birds from territory. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 9-16 days, fed by both sexes. 
2—3 broods per year (occasionally 4+ in southern parts of range). 


¢ POPULATION Widespread and abundant to common in brushy 


areas, thickets, riparian scrub, 
Flight Pattern 


@’ chest; more distinct 


markings; finer 
streaking on throat, 
breast, sides, and 
flanks; lacks central 
“stickpin” on chest. 


weedy fields, urban/suburban 
lawns, and forest edge. 

¢ FEEDERS Birdseed. 

© CONSERVATION Species is 
one of the most frequent 
victims of parasitism by the 
Brown-headed Cowbird. 


Nest Identification Grass, forbs, leaves, and bark strips, with lining of fine materials ® usually on 
ground, sheltered by grassy tussock or reeds ® sometimes in bush or tree, 


2-4 feet above ground (but up to 12 feet) © built by female ¢ 2-6 greenish white 


Shape Location gems » Vi ; : ; 
w dy | eggs, marked with reddish browns; oval to short oval, 0.8 x 0.61 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat Le @ aw ve a | Migration Northern birds migrate | Y&'€"t 0.7 ounce 


LOCATION 


Short flights close to ground, tail pumping 


up and down. Alternates rapid wing beats 


with brief periods of wings pulled to sides. 


DATE _ TIME 
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Length 5 25-6 inches | “ingspan 7 25, 8 75 inches 


LINCOLN’S SPARROW 


This inhabitant of northern bogs and 


: . <-> buff-colored 
mountain meadowlands ts skittish, often seer ae x es 
ets ie ; i buff-colored wash eye TINgS @ 
raising its slight crest when disturbed. It 9 back and . 
is sometimes overlooked because of its shoulders, with 


broad gray 


furtive habits and similarity to the black streaking / 
CVEDTODS 


Song Sparrow, with which it may 


. eta S whitish chin 
compete when nesting territories 


and throat buff wash on 


overlap. This sparrow can be mustache 
distinguished by its sweet 
gurgling melody that sounds 7 : 
“ee ; rufous wings Cs fs eh 
similar to that of a House and wing 2. eo buff wash 


and fine streaks 
on breast, sides, 
and flanks 


Wren or Purple Finch, and coverts 
by the buffy band crossing 
the chest and separating the 
white chin and throat from 
the white lower breast and 
belly. Juveniles are paler and 
buffier overall with more 
streaking on their underparts. 
¢ SONG Features rapid bubbling trilled notes, with last notes 
harsher, louder, and lower in pitch, chur~chur-chur-wee-wee-wee- 
wee-wah. Alarm call is a flat-toned repetitious fschup. Calls also 


Se unstreaked 
whitish belly 


rounded tail 


SONG SPARROW 
Longer tail; thicker bill: 


include a sharp buzzlike zeee. thicker malar stripe; 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Sometimes joins mixed- heavier suicaking on 
. underparts; central 


species foraging flocks on wintering grounds. Secretive. Skulks *ieck oan? bn ehest 
low in thickets or on ground. Kicks backward with both feet like white underparts lack 
a towhee as it scratches among leaves on the ground; feeds on buffy wash on chest; 
A : t » ith 
insects and small grains, as well as seeds from weeds and a ee 
grasses. In migration, often found in brushy tangles near water. ceredkins: 

» Often sings from a concealed perch during spring migration. icine Giiacnriins 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. ; Duller breast with 

> . , - I -r bl >aks; 

© NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Young altricial; pee ea ik SL 
brooded by female; stay in nest 9-12 days, fed by both sexes. crown with gray central 
1—2 broods per year. stripe; unstreaked white 


throat: rufous wings and 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon to fairly common in bogs, wet 
meadows, riparian thickets, and mountain meadows. 
Uncommon to fairly common in thickets and weedy fields in winter. 
e FEEDERS Attracted by 
seed, particularly in migration. 
© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Rare host 
to cowbird parasitism. 
Vulnerable to loss of habitat 


primary covelts. 


Short flights with rapid wing beats ; d 
alternating with brief periods of wings because of logging operations 
pulled to sides; repeated. and development. 


| Grass or sedge lined, sometimes with hair © often built in grass, hollow 
depressions, or moss ® built by female ¢ 3-6 pale green to greenish white eggs, 


with reddish brown markings; oval to short oval, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Shape wy Location’ g55 ao 


JATE TIME LOCATION 


= Sexes similar 
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Family E MBERIZIDAE 


SWAMP SPARROW 


[his small stocky sparrow will nest reddish 
‘ 2 * 9 (00H 
anywhere within its range where pene 
deep rufous 
upperparts with 
black streaking 


there is sufficient emergent 
dense vegetation in 
marshes, bogs, wet 
meadows, or sluggish 
streams. As nestlings 
learn to fly, they 
must stay above the 


gray face & 


water, SO as not to white throat 
be eaten by turtles, 
frogs, or fish. Adult 
females are similar 

to males but have 
brown-striped crowns. 
Juveniles are buffy with 
reddish wings and tails and 
heavily streaked underparts. 
Immatures resemble winter 
adults with rich buff sides, gray 
central crown stripe, and buffy wash overall. 


J 
gray breast € 


whitish belly e 


¢ SONG A bold slow melodious musical trill of either sharp 
single-note or slurred double-note phrases, peat-peat-peat-peat- 
peat-peat-peat. Has a call of zeee or chip. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs in breeding season. May form 
loose flocks in winter. Secretive and skulking in dense 
vegetation or on ground. Curious, it will come to pishing or 
squeaking by birders. Forages by wading in water and picking 
up food with bill or by gleaning prey from vegetation or ground. 
Eats insects and seeds. Male sings to claim territory. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Loose colonies. Male often feeds 
incubating or brooding female while on nest. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-15 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 11-13 days, fed by both sexes. 
2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common in marshes, bogs, and riparian 
stands of reeds, cattails, and sedges. Rare in the West. Some 
population declines due to loss 
of marsh habitat. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Common 
host to cowbird parasitism. 
Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 
draining of wetlands, livestock 
overgrazing, and development. 


Short flights low over vegetation on 
rapidly beating wings alternating with 


brief periods of wings pulled to sides. 


Nest Identification 


Shape 2 


Location AAA rs 


subelliptical, 0.8 x 0.57 inches. 


JUVENILE 


deep rufous 


wings 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


WHITE-THROATED 
SPARROW 

Stockier; larger; yellow 
supraloral spot; whitish 
or buff supercilium; 
two whitish wing bars; 
gray underparts; white- 
and-black- or brown- 
and-tan-striped crown. 


LINCOLN’S SPARROW 
Buffy back and 
shoulders with black 
streaking; buffy breast 
band, sides, and flanks; 
black streaking on 
throat, breast, sides, 
and flanks; broad gray 
supercilium; brown 
crown with black 
streaks; buffy eve ring. 


Dry thick grasses with lining of finer grasses @ set in reeds, usually 0-5 feet 
above water ® in some areas, in bush near water, 1-6 feet above ground ¢ built 
by female ¢ 3-6 greenish white eggs, marked with reddish browns; short 


Plumage Sexes differ rare Migration \ fj gratory Weight (8 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family EMBERIZIDAE 


WHITE-THROATED SPARROW | ,,,¢,-00, —— 


‘The song of the White-throated Sparrow is borders crown stripes 
heard in the Canadian wilderness and in the tanid eye line 
northeastern US where it breeds in 
woodland undergrowth, clearings, and 
gardens. Distinguishing marks include 
a broad yellow eyebrow, or supraloral 
stripe in the front of the eye, which 
tapers to either white or tan, and a 
sharply outlined white throat. 
Although it is common and 
widespread, sightings of this 
bird are rare in the West. = 

e SONG A thin whistle, oo __——_, < _ grayish 
starting with 2 single notes 
followed by 3 triple notes: 
poor-sam-peabody, 

peabody, peabody or pure- 
sweet-Canada, Canada, 
Canada. Calls include a JUVENILE TAN- 
grating pink and a drawled lisping STRIPED 
tseep. Verritorial birds often sing at night. 

Some black-and-white-striped females sing. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. In winter joins flocks of 
other White-throats and mixed species. Hops on ground or 
forages in shrubs and trees. Scratches among leaves for food. 
Eats mostly weed seeds, fruit from trees, tree buds, and insects. 
May hawk insects in midair. Attracted by pishing and squeaking 
by birders. Two adult color morphs are based on head striping: 

* black-and-white-striped and brown-and-tan-striped. Field 
studies show that white-striped males tend to mate with tan- 
striped females, and tan-striped males tend to mate with white- 
striped females. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

e NESTING Incubation 11—14 days by female. Young altricial; 

brooded by female; stay in nest 7-12 days, fed by both sexes. 

1—2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common and widespread in conifer and mixed- 
conifer forest, forest edge and 
clearings, and thickets. Rare in 
the West. 

®e FEEDERS Seeds and grains. 

© CONSERVATION 

Uncommon host to cowbird 


rusty brown 


upperparts yellow 


supraloral stripe 
~e dark bill 


white 
throat 


2 white wing 
bars 


underparts with 
diffuse streaking 


SPARROW 
Black-and-white- 


striped crown; pink 
bill; lacks whitish 


throat contrasting with 


gray breast; lacks 


yellow supraloral spot; 


tertials lack bright 


rufous coloring. 


HARRIS SPARROW 
Ro Winter adult and 
=. juvenile ¢ slightly 


larger; pink bill; crown 


varies from tan with 


black suppling, to 
black with white 


spotting, to black; face 


buffy tan; chin varies 


from white to 


blackish; throat white, 
black-and-white, or 
black: blackish band 


crossing upper breast 


Relatively short flights with rapid wing ses 
beats alternating with brief periods of parasitism. Vulnerable to habitat 
wings pulled to sides; repeated. loss due to logging. 


Lined with coarse grass, wood chips, twigs, pine need 


| } | 
materials ® often found at edge of clearing * 0-3 feet abo round ® bul 
‘ female ¢ 3—6 greenish, bluish, or cream-white eggs with 5 | | 
Shape @ Location — a ' 
= subelliptical or long elliptical, 0.8 x 0.6 inches 


Weight (1) 9 ounce 


Plumage Sexes similar Migration Migratory 


Habitat 9 a %t 


DATE __ TIME. 7 LOCATION 
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Family EMBERIZIDAE 


9 " 
HARRIS’S SPARROW 
‘This large sparrow is named after Edward 
Harris, one of John James Audubon’s 


black crown, 
face, and bib 
black auricular 
_—@ Spor 
sy 


expedition partners. Where it 
nested was one of the great 
ornithological mysteries of 
the early 20th century. 

‘The nest was seen and 
documented itn 1931, 
making this the last 
songbird to have its 
nesting information 
recorded. In winter, 
breeding plumage is 
replaced by a buffy face, all 
or mostly black crown, black 
chin, and throat that varies from all 

black to having a white band through it. 

‘The amount of black on the winter bird is 
under hormonal control and signals social 
dominance; the more black the higher its rank 
in the pecking order of the flock. Juveniles are 
similar to winter adults but show less black on 
the crown and upper breast and have a white 
throat bordered by a black malar mark. 


pink- e—,a 
OTANLE = 


ill 


pale gray 
cheeks and 
nape 


white 
underparts & 


JUVENILE 


¢ SONG Repeated clear tremulous whistles in 1 
pitch, followed at an interval by several clear 
notes in another pitch. Calls sound like a loud 
metallic spivk and a drawn-out sseep. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Shows faithfulness to 
wintering territories. Forages on ground by kicking and 
scratching among leaf litter and dry weed stalks. Bulk of diet is 
wild fruits, grains, and seeds from grass and weeds; also eats 
insects, spiders, and snails. Breeds among stunted trees and 
shrubs in taiga-tundra ecotone. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-15 days by female. Altricial young 
brooded by female; stay in nest estimated 7-12 days, fed by 


both sexes. 1 brood per year. 
Flight Pattern 


WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


¢ POPULATION Common to 
fairly common on restricted 
breeding and wintering 
grounds. Rare to casual in 
winter elsewhere. 

¢ FEEDERS Grains, mixed 
birdseed, suet, breadcrumbs. 


Series of rapid wing beats alternating 


with brief periods of wings pulled to 


sides; repeated. 


Nest Identification . 


Location gums 


woody vegetation or moss hummock ¢ built by female ¢ 


Shape cop 


Plumage Sexes similar | 4abitat pp ig Migration Migratory Weight 1.4 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


brown back and sides, 


_*® st eaked black 


ish brown 


2 buffy to white 
© wing bars 


WHITE-CROWNED 
SPARROW 
Black-and-white- 


striped crown; pink bill; 


mostly gray underparts; 
brown upperparts with 
blackish brown streaks 
on back and shoulders; 
2 white wing bars; 
brown rump ® juvenile 
similar to adult but 
with gray-and-brown- 
striped head. 


WHITE-THROATED 
SPARROW 

Distinctly outlined 
white throat; dark bill; 
black-and-white- or 
brown-and-tan-striped 
crown; broad eyebrow 
yellow in front of eye, 
remainder is white or 
tan; 2 white wing bars. 


Lined with grass and coarse roots ® in depression on ground under stunted 


, c 


3-5 white to greenish 


white eggs with brown markings; ovate to elliptical ovate, 0.9 x 0.7 inches. 


Species Zongtrichia querula | -©°8 6.75-7.75 inches | Wingspan 19,25-11.75 j 


nches 
| 


BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA e 671 


1 
=) 


WHITE-CROWNED SPARROW 


‘This bold bird is easy to identify, with conspicuous 
black stripes on its white crown, a pink to 
dull yellow bill, and a pale gray throat. 
_ Like many sparrows, the male 

sings to claim its territory and 
duels to defend its ground. 
His songs may even 
continue into the night. 
As is usual with a 
wide geographical 
range, there is 
morphological 
and behavioral 
variation. The 
most striking 
subspecies 
differences include 
bill color and white versus black 
supralorals. Juveniles have heavily streaked 
‘underparts and a brown-and-buff-streaked head. Immatures 
have a brown-and-tan-striped head and unstreaked underparts. 
e SONG A melancholy whistled poor-wet-werter-chee-xee. Has call 
note of pink or sharp sseek. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. In small family groups after 
breeding season. Forms flocks in winter. Males sing from 
exposed perches; sometimes in spring on wintering grounds. 
Gleans food from vegetation; hops on ground and forages by 
scratching. Eats seeds, insects, caterpillars, and parts of plants. 


» © BREEDING Monogamous. Individuals in some nonmigratory 
populations may pair for life. Some polygynous. 

e NESTING Incubation 11-14 days by female. Young altricial: 
brooded by female; stay in nest 7-12 days, fed by both sexes. 
Male continues to feed young while female starts another nest. 
2-4 broods per year (largest number of broods in southern 
populations; 1 brood in far north). 

¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common in woodlands, 
thickets, wet meadows, and chaparral. 

¢ FEEDERS Baby chick 
scratch and seeds. 

© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 
Uncommon host to cowbird 
parasitism. Vulnerable in the 


white 

supercilum 
black postocular 
SU 1pe 


brownish upperparts 
with blackish brown 
streaking 


2 white 
wing bars 


brownish wash on 


sides and flanks 


Short flights on rapidly beating wings 


Length 6 57.5 inches 


white crown 


with bold 


pink to dull 


gray throat 


alternating with brief periods of wings 
pulled to sides; repeated. 


West to habitat loss because of 
land development and logging. 


Wingspan 9 2510 25 inches 


black stri pes 


yellow bill 


whitish oe 
JUVENILE 


grayish 
underparts 
become white 


on belly 


FIRST WINTER 


WHITE-THROATED 
SPARROW 

More rufous-brown 
upperparts; mostly 
dark bill; well-defined 
white throat patch; 
yellow spot between 
eve and bill: gray 
underparts; two white 
wing bars; black-and- 
white- or brown-and- 
tan-striped cap. 


HARRIS’S SPARROW 
Winter adult and 
juvenile ¢ slightly 
larger; pink bill; crown 
varies from tan with 
black stippling, to 
black with white 
spotting, to black; tace 
buffy tan: chin varies 
from white to blackish; 
throat white, black- 
and-white, or black; 
blackish band crossing 


upper breast. 


reas 


Grass. sticks. rootlets, and forbs © lined with soft grasses, feathers ind hair 


© on clump of grass or moss, sheltered by bush, or in small tree * 0-5 feet 


‘ _ light blue or n 


above ground (but up to 30 feet) ® built by female * 


eggs marked with reddish browns; ovate to short ovate or lons ' 


Location — ££¢ hy 
0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Migration Northern birds migrate | We 1.0 ounce | 


LOCATION 


TIME 
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Family EMBERIZIDAE : i | Length 7 inches Wingspan 9 75 inches 


GOLDEN-CROWNED SPARROW 


When miners worked along the Alaskan gold trails, this Pacific 


Coast sparrow was known as “Weary Willie” because of its 


song, Which sounded to them like /’7 so weary. The 
yellow patch on the dark-bordered crown is present 
all year. In the winter, it often flocks with its 


close cCouSIN, the White-crow ned Sparrow. 
brownish back 
with blackish 


@ brown streaking 


Winter adults have browner faces, are 
paler and more washed-out overall, 
and show varving amounts of black 
a, ae black crown 
on the crown. Uhe juvenile has a mnaah doze 


vellow wash on its streaked yellow median 
e LOTECTORN 


crown, dark brown-streaked 
underparts, and is similar to 


the winter adult but has , 
: JUVENILE 
2 white 
wing bars 


fainter yellow steaking 
on the torecrown. 
© SONG A 


plaintive whistled 


‘e grayish brown 

breast, sides, and 

flanks WINTER 
PLUMAGE 


descending o/- 
dusky pink e 
upper mandible | 
. and paler @ gray face 
of ¢seep and a loud lower mandibl 


metallic 7s. Sings 
continuously in summer. 


dear-me or I’m so 
weary. Has a call 


WHITE-CROWNED 


: 7 _— ; ; : : SPARROW 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. In small family groups ee 7 
. 7 Juvenile ¢ pink to 


after nesting season. Forms winter flocks with other species, oaine® bill: Geown-and 


especially White-crowned Sparrows. Relatively tame and tan-striped head; tan 
back with rufous-brown 


curious, it will come to pishing and squeaking by birders. 
5 ; : ow = oie : - streaking; tan rump; 
Forages for food on ground and in low foliage. Eats seeds, grayish underparts; buff- 


insects, flowers, buds, small seedlings, and some fruits and washed supercilium. 


berries. Flocks show site fidelity to wintering territory. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Estimated 
incubation 11-14 days by female. Young altricial; brooded by 


HOUSE SPARROW Q 
Shorter tail; lighter 


sandy brown overall; 


single white upper wing 
bar; black streaking on 


back; buffy eyebrow; no 


female; stay In nest estimated 7-12 davs, fed by both sexes. 
, ; . yellow crown patch. 


1 brood per year. 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common in montane thickets, boreal 
bogs, dwart conifers, and brushy 
Flight Pattern canyons. Winters in brushy 
thickets and woodland tangles. 
Casual in the East in winter. 
e FEEDERS Will attend 


feeders for seeds. 


Short flights with rapid wing beats 


alternating with brief periods of wings 


pulled to sides; repeated. 


Nest Identification 


Shape - 


Sticks, rootlets, moss, grass, leaves, and bark © lined with feathers, grass, and 


mammal hair ¢ on ground, hidden in foliage and vines, sometimes on branch of 


small tree or bush ¢ 0-3 teet above ground ¢ built by female ¢ 3-5 creamy or 


pale bluish white eggs, with brown splotches; subelliptical to long subelliptical, 


SS 


LOCatiON gummms dy @& 


0.9 x 0.7 inches. 


a ae OS, Migration Migratory 


DATE _ CC TIME __ LOCATION 


Plumage Se vecccinnilar Weight 11 ounces 
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DARK-EYED JUNCO dark gray —— 


hood @ 


In 1973 the American Ornithologists’ Union grouped gay 

under one heading what was once considered five al oa 
different junco species. ‘Thus, the Dark-eyed 
Junco is composed of geographic races that differ 


in color and range but are closely related and SLATE- 
have similar habits. All races of the species f= COLORED 
MALE 


complex have white outer tail feathers; a 
black, gray, or brown hood; and white 
lower breast, belly, and undertail 
coverts. All have similar songs; 
all but one have a pink 


— white outer 


: tail feathers 
bill. Females tend to be i lll 
paler and sometimes ; . 
browner on the back. ST ATE.C 5 
—e SLATE-COLORED 


Juveniles have JUVENILE 
streaked upperparts 


and underparts. 


¢ SONG Melodic trill, 
| varied in pitch and 
| stempo and from dry 
chip notes to tinkling A 
bell-like sounds, similar SLATE- 
to Chipping Sparrow. Call COLORED 
is abrasive dit produced with si ceicee ; 
sucking smack. ‘Twitters in flight. WHITE-WINGED GRAY-HEADED 
| ¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. In small family groups MALE MALE 
| after breeding season. In spring and fall may join mixed- 
| 


gray hood 


brownish gray 


S 


OREGON PINK-SIDED 
MALE MALE 


= 
= 


species foraging flocks; forms flocks in winter. Forages by 
gleaning from vegetation and scratching on ground. Hops. Eats YELLOW-EYED JUNCO 
seeds, grains, berries, insects, caterpillars, and some fruits; Nelly 476s Bich 
occasionally hawks flying insects. The larger males often winter 
farther north or at higher elevations than juveniles and females. > tertials; gray head and 


nape; gray throat and 


lores; rufous-trimmed 


greater coverts and 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. Sewn i 
e NESTING Incubation 11-13 days by female. Altricial young head; white belly 
brooded by female; leave nest at 9-13 days, fed by both sexes. © limited southwest 
1—3 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common in coniferous and 
mixed conifer-deciduous forests 
and bogs; winter habitats vary. 
e FEEDERS Breadcrumbs, 
nuts, and seeds. 

© CONSERVATION 


Uncommon cowbird host. 


ranec 


Short flights with white outer tail feathers 


flashing conspicuously. Alternates several 
rapid wing beats with brief periods of Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 


wings pulled to sides. logging operations. 


hair. and feathers ® on ground 


Grass. weeds, and leaves, with lining of fine grass 


sometimes in cavity, sheltered by bush, tree roots, log, occasion illy in shrub o 


‘ tree. 0-20 feet above ground ® male gathers matertals ind female build 
Shape q Location xs ay A © 3-6 whitish to bluish white cggs, with markings of brown and m | 
concentrated at larger end; oval to short or long oval, 0 0.56 inch 


Weight ().7 ounce 


Migration Northern birds migrate 


DATE TIME : LOCATION 
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Family EMBERIZIDAE S Jur Length 6.25 inches | “iNESP2N9 75 inches _| 


YELLOW-EYED JUNCO 
‘The only junco with yellow eyes found 
in North America, this primarily > 
Mexican bird has a small range in pat pe head 

the mountains of Arizona and black aw 

New Mexico. The male sings lores @ ae i ad 

while courting the female, 
fanning his tail, alternately 
dragging it and holding it 


@ rufous back 
ff 


bill has blackish 4 

upright, and swaggering upper mandible 

around the female. Usually — and pink lower 

residing in mountains above ”@”dible 

six thousand feet in pine- 

oak and coniferous forests, 

some birds move to lower a woe / 
. : : = grayish white € 

elevations in the winter. The underparts 

white outer tail feathers are 

conspicuous in flight. Juvenile birds 

have dusky eves and dusky-streaked 

heads, upperparts, and underparts. 


rufous trim on 
greater wing coverts 
and tertials 


slate-gray tail 
with white outer 
tail feathers 


¢ SONG A series of chips, trills, and 

buzzes, weedle-weed le-weede, che-che-che-che-Wee, 
often up-slurred at the end. Has a smacking call 
ot tseek. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs. Territorial males aggressive 
in defending territory against other males; sometimes battle 
with each other by locking their bills and railing tenaciously at 
each other with their feet. Young form foraging flocks after 
fledging. Adults join young in wintering flocks. Forages on 
ground, often by scratching. Eats insects, seeds, berries, fruits, 
and flowers. ‘lakes shelter in trees when flushed. Walks and 

runs, rather than hops. aan tela 


e BR EEDING Monogamous. Solitary. or black hood; rufous- 


brown, pinkish, or gray 


white belly 


JUVENILE 


e NESTING Incubation 15 days by female. Young altricial: we ; 
- Ss : : 7 . sides; brown, rufous- 
brooded by female; remain in nest 10 days, fed by both sexes. brown, or gray back; gray 


2—3 broods per year. or black lores; gray wing 
coverts and tertials. 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon to fairly common and local in 
montane coniferous and pine-oak forests in southeastern Arizona 
and southwestern New Mexico. 
¢ FEEDERS Breadcrumbs and 
seeds. 

¢ CONSERVATION Existence 
or extent of cowbird parasitism 
Shore flights-on rapidly beating wings undetermined. Vulnerable to 
alternating with brief periods of wings habitat loss due to fires and 
pulled to sides; repeated. logging operations. 


Dried grass with lining of fine grass and mammal hair ® in cavity, sheltered by 
grassy tussock, bush, or log, occasionally low in tree ¢ 0-15 feet above ground 
¢ built mostly by female ¢ 3-5 pale gray or bluish white eggs, marked with 


Shape \ ere LOCATION gm a dy 


reddish brown; oval to long or short oval, 0.8 x 0.55 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitatee Je ~ Migration Nionmigratory | “e'8ht 0.7 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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MCCOWN’S LONGSPUR ae 


During years of heavy rainfall, this inhabitant of arid short-grass 
plains will desert its nesting grounds. A monogamous species, 


| 


Family EMBERIZIDAE 


males and females are often together, walking side by side. 9 Slack crown 
Winter males are similar to breeding females but 
show deeper chestnut in the median coverts MALE 


and more black in the breast band. 


= a ea buff- and brown- 
Winter females are buffy with broad 


stout thick bill 


STIT@AR 
buffy eyebrows. Juveniles are paler ae © white face and 
with a scaly-backed look and Mroat 
streaked heads and underparts. All chestnut ss Bie weal 
plumages show a white tail with a wing bar stripe 


black inverted ‘T-shaped pattern. 
e SONG High-spirited 
warbling and twittering 
on breeding grounds. 
Call sounds like dry 
rattle or double-noted 
churrip-churrip. white face with oie 

Jee underparts 
¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs tan auriculars ’ WINTER 
on breeding grounds. gets patti al MALE 
Forms large flocks in é : 
winter. Forages on 
ground and makes daily 


© black crescent 
on breast 


gray sides 
and nape 


visits to water, buff-tipped feathers @ white tail 
including irrigation produce scalloped marked with dark WINTER 
reservoirs, with effect on brown inverted I shape evga E 


: ‘ breast 
other species. Eats 


weed seeds, variety of 


* insects, and caterpillars. FEMALE CHESTNUT-COLLARED 

Frequents drier prairies and stubble fields LONGSPUR 
than other longspurs. pi gare ett aw . rv 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. «has black belly and 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12 days by female. Altricial young ca “sae oepaiale aaa 
brooded by both sexes; stay in nest 10-12 days, ted by both “i +: ‘galé with Black — 
sexes; remain with parents 3 more weeks. 2 broods per year. fe mottling on breast an 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common locally. Stable, increase . ee = ~ — = J 
possible on dry short-grass prairies. Ranges have shrunk since 1800s. . _& 

Casual to California coast and ng Oe 

southern Oregon. Accidental A ns 

to East Coast. Rare in interior , 


California and Nevada > | 
® CONSERVATION ? 


Uncommon cowbird host. 
Series of rapid wing beats alternating 


with brief periods of wings pulled to Vulnerable to habitat lo 


sides; repeated. 


Grass lined with occasional weeds, | and | ne 
© scratched out by both and | i f ° 
Shape wy Location Ll = = 4 brown ind lave nder markin 
=z = —_ +a ss = = . —— —— -_ i 
Plumage Sexes differ Migration Migratory | Weight -) § ounce 


DATE _ TIME____ LOCATION 
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Species Cyfcarius lapponicus | ©"&h 67 inches 


LAPLAND LONGSPUR es 7 


In winter this bird is commonly in the company of throat, and breast 


Family R\IBERIZIDAE Wingspan 10.5—11.75 inches 


Horned Larks, Snow Buntings, and other vaddich 
longspurs on barren snow-swept fields throughout drown nape e—_ 
the north and central US, sometimes in large 


flocks. Resembling a House Sparrow, it is seen 

~e broad white 
SU ipe extends 
from eye to sides 
7) f breast 


often. In all plumages the outer two tail 
feathers are partly white and partly black. 
kemales are duller in color with rufous 
greater wing coverts and edging on the 
tertials, and a bold dark triangle outlines 


white 
underparts with 
black streaking 
on sides and 


flanks 


buff ear patches. Juveniles are similar to 
females but with heavy streaking on 
the head, back, and underparts. 

¢ SONG Liquid warbling 
Bobolink-like song given in flight. 
Call is melodious /ee-/ee-00 or tee-dle 
or dry rattling @7r-r1-i7. 

¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs or small 
family groups in summer. 


Forages on ground for insects 
and spiders; also eats seeds 


from grass and sedges; mostly tan auriculars 

weed seeds in winter. Migrates ie “= broad aohie + 
: ° _ ) US a hs ‘ 

in flocks in late fall and early a supercilium W W | 
spring. Flocks number in the — pfestnur nape® ape 4 Lrg 
thousands on US wintering with blackish mies Se ak 
grounds. Courting tundra male ‘“/7¢¢4g Similar Birds q 
may sing while chasing female Cearisi’e Leneeenun 


on ground; gives skylarking 

flight song, rising from ground in 

front of female, singing above her, 

and gliding back down with tail and 
wings spread. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 10-14 days by female. 
Young altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 8-10 days, fed 
by both sexes. Fledglings are divided equally between the 


sexes: each tends its half of the 
Flight Pattern 


Winter ® rich buff nape 
and underparts; thin 
dusky streaking on 


underparts; white 
shoulder patch, often 
hidden; 2 white outer 


tail feathers upped 
black on distal third of 
outer web; small thin 

bill; buffy supercilium. 


brood. 1 brood per year. 


¢ POPULATION Common to 
abundant on arctic tundra in 
summer; prairies, grassy fields, 
stubble fields, and dune areas 
along shorelines. Widespread. 


Rapid wing beats alternating with briet 


periods of wings pulled to sides 


Nest Identification . . 
I-ine grass and feathers ¢ lined with grass and moss ® in scrape or shallow 


depression @ built by female ¢ 4-7 greenish white to pale gray-green eggs, with 
Shape @ LOCAtION umm brown and black markings; elliptical to oval, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat 2 wf ‘eR Migration Migratory Weight 1 () ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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ily EMBERIZIDAE eee US | | Length 5756.5 inches | Wingspan 19_14 inches 


SMITH’S LONGSPUR ed. 


This bird is most often observed during winter black-and-white head 
months, foraging in pastures and other open with white ear patch 

: : : a : entirely bordered by blacke 
areas, including airports, in the Midwest and 
farther south. Winter flocks often do not 
closely associate with other foraging longspurs, 
pipits, or Horned Larks. Smith’s Longspur is 
not wary and allows close approach, but if 
pushed to flight the birds fly up in a zigzag, 


buff-colored nape 


and underparts 


thin bille 


giving clicking call notes. The white outer MALE 
tail feathers bordering the black tail are 

icuous in flight. : 
conspicuous ight ee 


e SONG Generally heard in spring shoulder patch 

migration and around breeding 

~ grounds. Series of rapid sweet 
melodious warbles ending in 
wee-chew!, like the ending of a 
Chestnut-sided Warbler’s song. 
Call sounds like a dry uckling rattle. 

| ¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs on 

» breeding grounds in arctic tundra. 


@ Ve Howish le ES 
and feet 


by 2 mostly white 
outermost tail feathers 


In small flocks, pairs, or as brown-streaked 
individuals on wintering niger omen 


) grounds. Somewhat . has buffy 

~ secretive but tame thin brown supercilium onan peices 

: malar mark dusky auriculars WINTER bibl a 
- and easily approached. hi MALE FEMALE 
: bordered dark 


On tundra, eats seeds, 

_ insects, and spiders. 

~ Feeds mostly on seeds 

| in winter. Seldom 

* seen by biologists or 

. birders due to high 
arctic breeding range 

and inconspicuous flock 
size, so its biology 1s poorly Known. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. i scalloped blackish bib 
e NESTING Incubation 11-13 days by female. Young altricial; Sneenne once Se 
brooded by female; leave nest at 7-9 days, with flight 14 days 

later, fed by both sexes. 1 brood 


. DTOWN 


LAPLAND LONGSPUR 
Winter plumage ® white 
buffy underparts 
with thin dark 

brown streaking 


undernarts; black legs 
and feet; chick pinkish 
bill with black tip; 
rufous greater coverts: 
outer 2 tail feathers 
black-and-white 


FEMALE 


® winter male has 


per year. 

¢ POPULATION Generally 
uncommon, especially in 
migration and winter. Casual 


Swift erratic zigzag flight when flushed, vagrant to the Atlantic Coast. 
then undulating flight with series of rapid 
wing beats alternating with brief periods 
of wings pulled to sides. 


Casual to California. 


1 Lichen, animal hair, and feathers ® lined with grass and 


4 shallow depression ® built by female * 4-6 pale tan to pale ni ‘ } 
rravish ¢ marked with | 


lavender and dark brown markings, oF 


Shape wy Location — 


and lavender; subelliptical to short subellipts 


JATE TIME = LOCATION 


Migration \figratory | Weight 1.0 ounce 
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Family EMBERIZIDAE 


“ >, F ry. > 
CHESTNUT-COLLARED LONGSPUR 
All the longspurs are named for the long claw on their hind 
toe. Phe male is conspicuous as it rises from the ground, 


black-and. 


e@ white head 


circles and sings above its territory, then glides 
down on rapidly beating wings, hanging as if pestnur shah his ice 
to land with wings extended above its collar e— Pore en 
back. Males may repeat this several upperparts e— 
times before landing. In flight the streaked with 
white tail with its black terminal 
triangle is distinctive. 

e SONG Soft sweet tumbling single white e— 
wing bar 


bold black breast 


black, buff. Z and upper belly 


warble, similar to song of / ; 
Western Meadowlark, given — V Pe WINTER 
; : Very SHON Mj aay Pr hire } 
only on breeding grounds. ke whitish undertail MALE 
a8 ane : primary coverts and 
all is nasal &77- Uf- O/€ Tron, 
Call is nasal £7t+-/a/, kit-tal. projection _ » lomer belly 
¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs or ep 
small family groups in 
summer. Flocks can number 
more than 100 birds in winter, 
often including pipits and 
Horned Larks. Eats weed seeds 
and insects. Males may attack 
other birds and ground squirrels 
that approach the nest. Female “ McCCOWN’S LONGSPUR 
has unique distraction display chestnut wash Gray oe = 
: . . face with black malar 
> > . > > r= ; 2 On Nape 
when intruders close to nest, / ‘ spec bihadlt erandacie-oik 
fluttering 2—3 feet into air in buff upperparts _ chest; white underparts; 
aerial “jumps.” with brownish Y chestnut wing bar; 
: _ streaking white tail with inverted 
e@ 4K Nits é : ue 
BREEDING Me Aa oe black ‘T; larger heavy 
Monogamous. Solitary. _ SN pink bill; longer primary 
e NESTING Incubation aaah RP as » Projection ¢ females 
< z underparts a | and winter-plumaged 
10-13 days by female. with faint . Ew birds have tail pattern 
Young altricial; brooded streaking tne of breeding male; white 
underparts without 


WINTER 
FEMALE 
© white tail 
with blackish 


triangle 


by female; stay in nest / _ 

10 days, first flight at FEMALE gt yg, = ON stp, or Mail 
9-14 days, ted by both : Nave ¢ winter male has 
sexes. 2 broods per year. mottled blackish chest. 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common in moist upland prairies; 

winters in grassy and stubble 
fields. In migration, casual east 
and west of range. 

© CONSERVATION 
Uncommon host to cowbird 
parasitism. Vulnerable to habitat 
alternating with brief periods of wings loss due to agriculture and 

pulled to sides. development in habitat. 


Swift flight on rapidly beating wings 


Grass ® lined with finer grass and sometimes with feathers and hair @ in 
hollow on ground, usually hidden in grasses @ built by female ¢ 4-5 whitish 
eggs, marked with brown, black, and purple, occasionally wreathed; oval, 


Shape LOCAtION gam 
De wy ed 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Migration Migratory Weight (.7 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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-—————— — 


Species 1 , ; : 5 i 
pec i xa rustica Length 575-6 inches | Wingspan 9_9 5 inches 


RUSTIC BUNTING AL 


ry. e . . ° ~ _ e so * 
This bird is a native of Eurasia and visits the 


Aleutians and other islands in the Bering Sea white 

regularly during migration. It is casual supercilium 

along the Pacific Coast to California. reaches nape e black head 
Females and winter males are bright chestnut upperparts | with slight crest 


similar to breeding males but with blackish streaks on back 


have a chestnut rump, 
brown crown, brown 
| cheeks, a pale spot 
j at the end of the ear 
patch, and white 
underparts streaked 
with brown. Juveniles 
are similar to females 
but are duller overall 
and have darker 
brown streaking. 
e SONG Gentle 
trilled gurgling 
warble. Call is chestnut 
} abrasive sit or tsip.  "@/ar mark 
¢ BEHAVIOR In 
pairs during breeding 


white throat 
and underparts 


enlarged 


scat : : : : cheek patch 


dark brown 
tail with white 
outer tail feathers cinnamon 


breast band 


rusty brown crown — brown auricular 
raised in short crest @ patch with small 
while spot at rear 


cinnamon- 


light brown back streaked sides 
with black and flanks 


Streaking 


brown lores 


chestnut @ing coverts 
with 2 narrow white 
wing bars 


season. Gregarious shan phasviar 

afterward, forming band on breast dark brown tail 
} flocks in winter. Shy, viper notre 
| skulking in shrubbery FEMALE tail feathers 


| or on ground. Males sing 
| from exposed perch. 
|. Forages on ground and : white underparts 

: with chestnut streaking 
} gleans from low vegetation. on sides and flanks — 
Eats insects and seeds in summer, 
seeds in winter. Frequents open coniferous 
woodland, riparian thickets, wet taiga, scrub, and bushy areas. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 11-13 days by both sexes. Young 
altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 7-10 days, fed by both 
sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 


LITTLE BUNTING 


Winter ® resembles 


female and winter male; 


smaller; smaller bill; 


shorter legs; rusty crown 


and cheeks; lacks short 


crest; lacks tawny buft 


chest band of male 


e accidental 


e POPULATION Regular in ‘ AWS 
migration to Aleutian Islands. 4 Ra, 
Casual to accidental in Pribilot \ Ai 


coastal southeastern Alaska, 
British Columbia, Washington, 


Short flight on rapidly beating wings Vie . 
Uae dae tei aaie aad and California. 
alternating with brief periods of wings 


pulled to sides. 


Grasses, moss, and stems, lined with finer grass 


© usually on ground atop grassy tussock or on tree roots, somenm 


shrub © built by female ¢ 4—5 light blue or greenish eggs with dar 


Locatior Ket 


Shape ww 


markings; subelliptical, 0.79 x 0.59 inche: 


————— | 


PPlumede Sexes differ [Mebitetee @ vz a |Maration Migratory _ | Wht 0.8 ounce | 


JATE TIME__ LOCATION 
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Length 


Species fe yheriza aureola 5.5 inches Wingspan 9 inches 


Family RAIBERIZIDAF 
ee -RIZ 


YELLOW-BREASTED BUNTING 
‘The bold chestnut breast band, midway between 


the black face and white shoulder patch, is 


conspicuous against the yellow underparts 


a) rufous-brown white shoulder 
of this bunting. A Eurasian ae em crown, nape, and path and single 
native; stragglers occasionally forehead, face, @ “upperparts @ while wing bar 


visit the western Aleutians in @”@ “Arodte 
spring migration. ‘he male’s 
chestnut breast band, white 
shoulder patches, and white 
outer tail feathers are MALE 
conspicuous in flight. ‘The 
male’s molt to basic plumage 
leaves him similar in 


bright yellow 
underparts 


appearance to the female, with chestnut € 
dark brown streaking on his breast band 
brown back and streaking on the 
sides and flanks of his yellow 


underparts. He retains, however, Svat epee 


a mostly chestnut crown and @ of head 


nape, a broken chestnut breast 


band, and a streaky black face. brown-gray 
Juveniles are similar to females but upperparts with dark 


brown ear 
patch with 
dark border 


brown streaking 
have yellow washes on their OME SAPARD 


whitish underparts and more 2 hte 
extensively streaked underparts. wing bars 
¢ SONG A loud melodious warble, 
fillyu-fillyu-fillyu-fillee-fillee-fillee- 
teyou-teyou. Has a low call of #&-11k. 
¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs during 


breeding season. Gregarious outside 


—e yellow underparts 
with black and 
brownish streaking 
on sides and flanks 


breeding period, forming flocks in 


: KS I FEMALE 
winter. Secretive, often skulking in 
low shrubbery and on ground. Forages on 


ground, gleaning seeds and insects. Frequents 


Similar Birds 
None in North America. 


open meadows and scrub, especially near water. 
‘Territorial males sing from exposed perches. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 
Flicht Pattern 13 days by female. Young 


Switt flight on rapidly beating wings 


altricial; brooded by female; 


stay in nest 13-15 days, fed by 
both sexes. 1 brood per year. 

© POPULATION Casual in 
North America in the western 
Aleutian Islands. 


alternating with brief periods of wings 


pulled to sides. 


Nest Identification 


Shape @ Location am iyi 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat J ae Migration \fjeratory 


DATE __ TIME __ _ LOCATION | 


Grasses, with lining of mammal hair and fine grass ® on ground, hidden by 


vegetation, sometimes low in bush ¢ built by female ¢ 4-5 greenish gray or pale 


blue-green eggs, marked with brown; subelliptical, 0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Weight () 8 ounce 
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Family E MBERIZIDAE Species Fmberiza schoeniclus | “©&th 67.25 inches | Wingspan 9_1 inches 


REED BUNTING a 


Vagrants of this Eurasian species are sometimes 
observed on the western islands of the Aleutians. sinel tras 
This bird constantly flicks its tail up and 
down as it forages and hops through the reed 
beds and thickets of freshwater or saltwater 
marshes. Alternate-plumaged males in flight 
show a black hood broken only by a white 


_*@ Tu fous shoulders 


TUJOUS-2TAY hack w ith 
mustache and bordered by a complete » black streaking 
white collar. Their rusty chestnut shoulder 
patches contrast with the browner back, end 
and the blackish brown tail is bordered musiach 
by white outer tail feathers and tail 
corners. All individuals show white outer 
tail feathers when flying. Winter and 
juvenile males show a brown triangular 
patch on the throat and upper breast. 
¢ SONG A bold staccato shreep- white belly, ¢ 
shreep-teeree-tititick. Call is a sce ad 
descending seeoo or ching. 
®e BEHAVIOR In pairs during hoc bel 
breeding season. Gregarious at tawny brown crown a -woaliroes 
other times, forming flocks. and cheeks @ 
Forages in reeds, rushes, and 
riparian thickets in summer, and 
in wet meadows, pastures, 
. farmlands, and open country in 

winter. Gleans food from pale brown 
} vegetation and from ground. rae © 


Drown WINES, 


gs 7rump, and tail 


MALE 


underparts 


2 wW/ile MUSTACHE 


5 ee ee, 
Dlack malar 


—_—§e mark 


Similar Birds 


PALLAS’S BUNTING 


+ Feeds primarily on seeds but 


mf Smaller; smaller 
_also takes insects and other & straight bill; agin 
invertebrates, especially in a a mde ea 
summer. Shy. ilies sing from ee es re tt ve sh gr 
conspicuous perches. vhi 
¢ BREEDING : | ae at 
Monogamous. Solitary. ‘ail rae el | | 
e NESTING Incubation | Eilateioc oes = 
12-14 days, mostly by female. Young are altricial; brooded by & < 
the female; stay in the nest | Max _ exe | 
10-13 days, fed by both sexes. | ky 2 | 
2 broods per year. } | 
¢ POPULATION This bird | \ “wu 
casual during spring migration — | 
in North America in the ar 
short flights close to vegetation, wit! the western \leutian Islan ls tT 
rapid wing beats alternating with briet 
Re iteok wings pulled to sides the coast of Alaska 
Dried . 
° ‘ 
Shape ww LOCATION me ip | 
umage Sexes differ Habitat 6s i ae "| Migetion Migratory Weight 1) & ounce 


LOCATION 
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Family Ex{BERIZIDAE Species Plectrophenax nivalis | +©?8th 6 .25-7.25 inches | Wingspan 42_13 inches 


SN¢ YW B if NTI N¢ 3 white head and 


Fr. « F ; s 
I“his bird can survive temperatures as low as shoulders 


fitty-eight degrees below zero and often 
tunnels in the snow in the shelter of 


or: ‘k | | kk oe © black back 
2rass CUSSOCKS OF SHTUDS TO Keep biend we 


warm. When seen in flight from hill 
below, it often appears completely 
white, like a large snowflake. Males have 


: long black-and- 
a white rump. Nonbreeding females have 


@ while wings 
a cinnamon rump and shoulders. 

¢ SONG Series of bold repetitive high 
trilling musical notes. Sings only on 


| 


while © 


breeding grounds, usually in fluttering underparts 


display flight and from the ground. Call is 


whistling feu. 
¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs on breeding 
grounds. Fledged young quickly 


form foraging flocks when brownish 
gray-black — streaking on 


black tail with white 
ouler tail feathers 


independent of 


upperparts white head 
parental care. long bla k- tinged with BES z 
Gregarious after and-white brown @ ; 4 elt aadaa 


i f WINGS @ Alaska range 
aa o . . ; 
yree ding, often ¢ breeding male 


roosting, trave ling, completely white 


and feeding in large except for fine black 
flocks. Frequently 


bathes in snow. Forages 


streaking on forecrown; 
black tips to central tail 
© white feathers; black distal 


underparts 


half of primaries and 
tertials; heavy black bill 


FEM Al E PN ¢ breeding female is 


similar but shows black 


on ground for seeds, 


insects, and caterpillars. 
Coastal birds also feed on small 
crustaceans and mollusks. Joins other X 


open-landscape bird species in winter, including a nach: Spot an ways; f 
JUVENILE more black on central | 


tail feathers ® winter 


chevrons on shoulders; 


Lapland Longspurs and Horned Larks. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Pairs. 


® NESTING Incubation 10-16 days by female. Young 
- . gar . . y Nex with cinnamon crown, 
altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 10-17 days, washes of cinnamon on 


fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year; birds in the wires ap es BGO 
PLUMAGE orange bill. 


plumage similar to 
breeding plumage but | 


southern limits of range occasionally have 2 broods. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common in summer on arctic 


rocky shores, dry 
Flight Pattern 


tundra, cliffs, and talus slopes; 
winters in stubble fields, grassy 


fields, and on coastal beaches 
and around sand dunes. 

¢ BIRDHOUSES Will build 
nest in birdhouses. 


Swift flight on rapidly beating wings 


alternating with brief periods of wings 


pulled to sides. 


Grass and moss with lining of grasses, mammal hair, and feathers © under grassy 


tussock or in crevice of rock or cliff; in nest boxes, buildings, empty oil barrels, 
and other artificial structures ® built by female ¢ 4-7 whitish to light blue-green 


Shape qy Od ii 
Location z, —ih ii 


eggs with brown and black markings; subelliptical, 0.9 x 0.7 inches. 


Migration Migratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Weight 1.5 ounces 
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y MBERIZIDAE 


Wingspan 47_13 inches 


MCKAY’S BUNTING 


Said to be the whitest of all North American 
songbirds, this bird is closely related to the 
Snow Bunting, and some consider it to 
be part of the same species. It has a 
limited breeding range of only a few 


_® bright white 


_— overall 


Bering Sea islands (Hall and St. 
Matthew and rarely on St. Paul in 
the Pribilofs or on St. Lawrence). 
It winters on the western and 
southeastern coasts of Alaska. 
Winter-plumaged birds have 
yellow-orange bills with black tips 
and cinnamon-washed crowns, 
napes, auriculars, and upperparts. 


e SONG A loud trilled flutelike 
warbling, similar to the Snow 
Bunting’s song. Call is abrasive /ew. 
¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs during 
breeding season. Gregarious at 
other times. Male performs 
courtship flights, skylarking in 
circles over female. Also sings 

from perches or from ground. 
Forages on ground. Eats 

seeds, spiders, flowers, 
leaflets, and insects. 
Breeds on shores of 
tundra pools, rocky 
ground, and beaches. 


*¢@ BREEDING 
’ Monogamous and solitary. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 
10-16 days by female. Young 
altricial; brooded by female; stay in 
nest 10-17 days, fed by both sexes. 
2 broods per year. 


primaries 
have white 
base 
black 
alula 


Swift flight with series of rapid wing beats 
alternating with brief periods of wings 
pulled to sides. 


large M 
black 
hill 


black legs 
and feet 


bill has blackish 
upper mandible 
and paler dusky 


lower mandible 


fine black 
streaking on 
crown and nape 


black chevron 
streaking on back 
and shoulders 


more extensive ® 
black in central 
tail feathers 


FEMALE 


¢ POPULATION Uncommon to fairly common on breeding 


islands. Uncommon in winter in 
coastal Alaska. Accidental south 
to Oregon. 

e BIRDHOUSES Nest boxes. 
© CONSERVATION Seriously 
threatened by native and 
introduced predators on its 
nesting islands. 


fa 


» black distal half 
/ of primaries 


9 black tertials 


black ¢ Ips 10 
central tail 
feathers @ 


: eo 

Gy ‘i | ON 
WINTER WINTER 

MALE FEMALE 


SNOW BUNTING 
Breeding adults have 
black or smoky gray 
back; more black on 
wings and tail © winter 
plumage shows more 
black on wings and tail; 
more black streaking on 
upperparts; more 
extensive cinnamon 
wash on underparts; 
cinnamon on crown, 
auriculars, nape, and 
back ® basic-plumaged 
female also shows 


cinnamon rump 


Grass with lining of finer grasses ® in rock crevice, building, nest bo 
; oss hummock @ built by female ® 
Shape > Od ig , ground under grass tussock or moss h ock ree “ 
green eggs with spots of pale brown oval to subelliptica 


Location mms B ia 


LOCATION 
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NORTHERN CARDINAL f 
‘The official bird of seven US states sings a variety of 
cheerful melodies year-round. ‘Vhe male fights other birds to 
defend his territory and sometimes tries to attack his own 
reflection in windows, automobile mirrors, chrome, and 
hubcaps. Having adapted to suburban areas, these birds 
visit backyard feeders regularly and sometimes take 
food from the hand. Juveniles resemble the adult 
female but have a blackish instead of reddish bill. 


accentuated 
crest 


black mask 

thr ough eyes 
cone-shaped 
reddish bill 


black patch 
at base of bill 


e SONG Variable. Variety of gurgling and clear 
whistled melodies. More than 25 different songs. 
Best-known phrases include whoit cheer, } 
cheer-cheer-cheer; cheer, whoit-whott-whoit-whoit: 
wheat-wheat-wheat; and bir-dy, bir-dy, bir-dy, bir-dy. 
Female in courtship duets with male 


whoit cheer, 


NORTH AMERICA 


wheat- 


extends onto 
throat 


red overall 


after territory is established and 
prior to nesting. Call is 
abrasive metallic cp or pik. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or 
in pairs during breeding 
season. Gregarious at other 
times, forming flocks in 
winter or joining mixed- 
species foraging flocks. 
Forages in trees, bushes, 
and on ground. Eats insects, 


red tip @ 


MALE 


buffy golden 
brown head and 
underparts 


buffy olive 
upperparts 


dusky lores 
and patch at 
base of bill 


FEMALE 


buff-brown 
underparts 


JUVENILE 


seeds, grains, fruits, and snails. 
Drinks sap from holes drilled by red wash on 
sansueker:. Bans rather Hy mallee ampavenl wings and tail 
sapsuckers. Hops rather than walks on ground. PYRRHULOXIA 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. Male feeds Resembles female and 
female during courtship and while incubating. juvenile Norther , 
’ Cardinal; stubby sharply 
~ ‘ = >] iy f i! 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-13 days, mostly by female. Young curved yellowish bill; 
altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 9-11 days, fed by both red eye ring; red tp to 
] ; ye! . tl g gray crest; grayish 
sexes. Male may continue to tend fledglings while female ae cra onesie Bray 
ae ") ‘ : : upperparts; red edging 
begins incubating new set of eggs. 2-4 broods per year. to primaries; reddish 
¢ POPULATION Abundant and widespread in woodland wash on throat and 
: ; oa ae : : ; underparts. 
edges, undergrowth, thickets, and residential areas. Range has 
expanded north in the last century, partly due to increase of 
feeding stations. Casual in West. 
hoe” ee Shoat oat a ; 
Plight P. attern e¢ FEEDERS Cracked corn, 
eas sunflower seeds, birdseed. Will 
bathe in birdbaths. 
© CONSERVATION Common 
Short flight just above vegetation or below cowbird host, especially in the 
Py . ° = Fe ase { 
canopy; rapidly beating wings alternate central portion of its range. 
with brief periods of wings pulled to sides. 
| Nest 'dentificat | ‘Twigs, weeds, grass, bark strips, and leaves ¢ lined with hair and grass ¢ in 
— ES! ¢ es Z pee a i mn o Oo f 
_ ae fork of low tree or bush or set in tangled twigs or vines ® usually less than 
5 feet above ground (but up to 15 feet) © built by female ¢ 34 pale greenish, 
Shape cg Location ei ay @& bluish, or grayish eggs with dots and flecks of gray, purple, and brown; oval, i 


1.0 x 0.7 inches. 


LOCATION 


Weight 1.6 ounces 


DATE TIME 


Family CARDINALIDAE 


PYRRHULOXIA 


breast and belly, and red edging to her 
primaries. In winter the yellow bill of both 
sexes turns grayish yellow. In flight the 
} underwing coverts flash red. 
e SONG Varied series of rich loud 
whistles, chewee, chewee, chewee; 
| wheet-wheet-wheet, very 
similar to Northern 
Cardinal. Call is 
sharp metallic 
plik or chink. 


°¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary 

or in pairs during breeding 
season. Gregarious at other 
times, forming flocks in 
winter. Often joins mixed- 
species foraging flocks in 
winter. Forages for food in 
trees, bushes, and on 
ground but spends much 
time on ground, where it hops 

instead of walks. Eats flower 

' spikes, various fruits, berries, 

| seeds, insects, and larvae. Male 

| sings from exposed perch. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 14 days by 
female. Young altricial; brooded by female; 


thick stubby 
yellow bill 
buff-gray 


breast and 
underparts 


Short flights low over vegetation, with 
rapid wing beats alternating with brief 


periods of wings pulled to sides. 


‘ 


Location pe 


Shape wy 


DATE TIME 


This long-crested bird of southwestern North America 
and Mexico looks like a gray cardinal with a parrotlike 
bill. Both the male and female aggressively defend their 
two- to three-acre territory until it is established, 
whereupon it becomes the duty of the male to 
maintain it. The female is similar to the male but 
has a buffy gray breast, a red tip to her gray crest, 
red washes on her throat and the midline of her 


red tail feathers 


red-tipped 


gray crest @—; 


sharply decurved 


FEMALE 


leave nest at 10-11 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common in thorn scrub, arid 
brushlands, mesquite thickets, 
and ranchlands. 

¢ FEEDERS Will come to 
feeders and birdbaths. 

® CONSERVATION 
Uncommon cowbird host. 


Thorny twigs, weeds, grass, and bark piece 
materials @ in shrub or thicket @ 5-15 feet above ground ® built by fem ale 
e 3-4 gravish white or greenish whit 


oval, 1.0 x 0.7 inches. 
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vatus | ©8875 inches _ | Wingspan 14 25 inches 


conspicuous 
red-tipped 


Lay crest @ 
- \ 


| thick stubby 
sharply curved 


e yellow Lill 


gray head, back, 
and upperparts 


dark gray wings 
with red edzing 
on primaries @ 


red mottling 
from throat to 
center of belly 


pale gray 
underparts 


MALE 


red 
eye ring 


NORTHERN CARDINAL@ 
Female and juvenile 


have buffy olive 


upperparts; red wings, 


wing coverts, and tail: 


buffy olive crest with 


reddish tip; dusky lores 


and patch at base of bill; 


buffy brown underparts 


© female has cone-shaped 


reddish bill © juvenile has 


cone-shaped blackish bill 


l \ a 


-s lined with rootlets and fine 


rs with brown dots and fleck 


=. it 
Weight 1 3 ounces S 


Migration Nonmigratory 


LOCATION 
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Species Pheycticus chrysopeplus 


YELLOW GROSBEAK 


I his bright vellow-and-black bird looks 


Family CARDINALIDAE Length g 5 Wingspan 12_ 


L 


—9.25 inches 


13 inches 


jj 7 J / 
@ VEOMOR Add 


streaky black 
e mottling on back 


like a large American Goldfinch or 


an oriole, but the heavy dark bill 


is definitive of a grosbeak. black win 
VA “« LS 


with 2 white 
® wing bars 


Native to western Mexico, 


vagrants sometimes visit 


white fps 10 
tertials and 
@ secondaries 


large (ran gular e 
2 ‘, 
WIA DLACK 


Upper Ma NADL 


southeastern Arizona in 


Ay] 
QUEL 


summer, Where they 


frequent riparian areas and gray lower 
and canyons. Juveniles mandible black 7 

. uppertal 
resemble adult females Pp ee onscll 

. coverts @1th 

but have a pale lemon- yellow overall bold white 
yellow throat and underparts. 9 “ips 
¢ SONG Trilled melodic chee-wee, MALE 
chee-er, weer-wee-ah, with back-and- 
forth robinlike phrases, similar 
to a Black-headed Grosbeak. ra 
Call is metallic nasal sees. black tail with white * 


wh nderi 
hite undertail € pnewede tn ante 


e BEHAVIOR Solitary Or black-streaked COVETTS tail feathers X 
in pairs. Forages low to yellowish olive 
high in trees and at crown, nape, 

= . F and upperparts @ yellow face and 


times on ground. Eats © underparts a FLAME-COLORED 
PANAGER 


Female and first spring 


some insects but 


mainly seeds, berries, FEMALE F snl te ainalice lias 
and fruits. Attracted to 7 ae pointed blackish bill; 
“ore ; triangular 
fruiting trees, where it mip bill a yellow-green or yellow 
may teed WW ith other underparts, sometimes 
_ I tj with orange wash on 
een eae OU —e black wings throat and breast; olive 
thick tangles, with 2 white to olive-green 
undergrowth, and gray wing bars upperparts with black 
Uuppe rtail streaking on back; 


alone g VE re : - 
u ng riparian coverts dusky olive tail with 


—~e secondaries 
and tertials 
have white tips 


woodland edges. 


¢ BREEDING 
\Monogamous. Solitary. 


pale tips to outer tail 
feathers; yellow-green 


@ dusky white or yellow-orange head: 
> 


undertail coverts blackish wings with 2 
¢ NESTING Breeding biology white wing bars and 
poorly known. Estimated incubation 11-12 days by female. Sree Aris HES GEE. 
Young altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest estimated 

9-10 days, fed by both sexes. 

1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Casual in 
North America in the 
southeastern Arizona area. 

¢ CONSERVATION Extent of 
cowbird parasitism and its effect 
are undetermined. 


Short flights with rapidly beating wings 


alternating with brief periods of wings 


pulled to sides 


Nest Identification 


Shape wy Location ra & 


oa 


Sticks and grass with lining of finer materials ® in bush or tree at mid levels 


e built by female ¢ 2—5 light green or light blue eggs with flecks of gray and 


brown: oval, 1.0 x 0.7 inches. 


Migration Nonmigratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat ¢,.@ @ 3+ Weight 2 2 ounces 
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Family © ARDINALIDAE ia Pheucticus ludovicianus | £8 7_8 5 inches | Wingspan 12-13 inches 
; — | | 


+ ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK 
This bird’s clear notes are delivered in robinlike phrases, but 
») the song is sweet. Males sing constantly, even while Sparring 
/ to win a female. In flight the male shows rosy red wing 
linings and white rump; females flash yellow wing 


| linings. First fall males have less streaking on shen 
| underparts than females, buffy wash across patch e 
) the breast, and rose-red wing linings. white wing 


First spring males are similar 
| to adult males but with 


Wack uppertati 
- re 2 /}; 
CO’ETTS DOIAT) 


brown edges to the 

») black plumage. 

) @ SONG Rich warbled 
» melodious phrases 

)) interspersed with 

» call notes. Squeaky 

) abrasive call, eeé. 

_ © BEHAVIOR 


fe > J 
Mppea f 


white inn 
Solitary or in pairs outer tail 
in breeding season. JUVENILE 
} = ast : =< MALE 
. Flocks in migration ses MALI 
» and winter. Forages © eyebrow CTO@MISh ~ 
)} in trees, shrubs, and —< 
) on ground. Eats seeds, 2 broa wing 
© insects, caterpillars, VATS wiih yeHowIish : 
j ______» wing lining FIRST SPRING 


» tree flowers, fruits,and wir MALE 


») berries. Hover gleans mustache 
© high in trees at branch en 
»} tps; females more FEMALE . 
i} often than males. — ae Leaps aking | @ BLACK 
q ¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. =~ pone 
)} Male and female rub bills to display affection during courtship. - Satie: 
} @ NESTING Incubation 13-14 days by both sexes. Altricial 
| young brooded by both sexes, more by female: stay in nest : : 
9-12 days, fed by both sexes. Male may tend while female nelly sacetiaas 
begins second nesting. 1—2 broods per year. Ct 
) © POPULATION Common to fairly common in deciduous Tee ahaa Resa oak 
| forest, woodland, and second growth. Rare migrant in West. Rare to : | 
, accidental in winter on souther! : 
California coast. 7 
| e FEEDERS Use increases , > 
during ‘sei mecammaio . p.. by 
® CONSERVATION Liezs 
Neotropical migrant. ( ym! I Z 


Swift flight o div beating w , , 
wift flight on rapidly beating cowbird host. Vulnerable 


brief periods of wings pulled t 


habitat loss due to loge 


Shape qy Location @& 


Si 


DATE TIME___ LOCATION 
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Species Pheucticus melanocephalus 


BLACK-HEADED GROSBEAK 


Easily observed in western woodlands, this tame 


Length 


Family CARDINALIDAE 7-8.5 inches | Wingspan 42_13 inches 


®@ black head 


bird attends feeders and sometimes takes food 


from the hand. Both sexes aggressively 
 cinnamon-orange hind 


defend their territory from other grosbeaks. 
collar and postocular stripe 


Lemon wing linings are conspicuous in 
flight. First fall males have rich 
cinnamon-buftf underparts, blackish 


larce dark ® 
CONT al hill 


black upperparts 
with brown edging 


brown cheek patches, white eyebrow to feathers 


. 2 white ee 
and mustache, and white tips to tertials. wing bars _— MALE 
e SONG Rich back-and-forth series of white patch at e— 
warbled phrases, robinlike. Similar to ase of primaries 


Rose-breasted Grosbeak but lower 
pitched. Female sings less with more ial aie a 
variations. Call is high squeaky plik. underparts 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs 


in breeding season. Gregarious in 


cinnamon 
rump 


brown head and 


migration and winter; may form upperparts with 
flocks. Forages in trees, bushes, @ dark streaking 
and on ground. Eats seeds, white median black tail with whi Z 
: : ‘ _® (TURN S HACK (ail With While 
insects, caterpillars, berries, eee ae son 
ant Ye inner webs to outer 
and fruits. Some hybridize © white supercilium tail feathers 


with Rose-breasted and mustache 


Grosbeak where 
ranges overlap in 
Great Plains. Both 
sexes may sing 


? white 
_—® wing bars 


pale cinnamon & 
throat and 
underparts 


JUVENILE 
“WW hisper”™ SONngS i WON wash ge” MALE 


while incubating on belly 


white e@ 


¢ ooding. —= 
ind bro ding fine brown © Re undertail : ; 
¢ BREEDING sireaks on Sides yarny gy ga (ORETES @ Seiya ga 
7 ] , *EMALE sROSBEAK & 
=) ar ind flanks _—_ 2 
Monogamous. Solitary. e Heavier streaked white 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by both sexes. Altricial to buffy underparts; 


: : . larke srparts; 
young brooded by both sexes, more by female; stay in nest ee 


= : : : / brown edging to 
11-12 day s, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. teathers on back; gray to 
¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common in open pale creamy pink bill; 
woodlands, especially pine-oak and oak, forest edge, and 
riparian woodlands. Casual in migration and winter to the Midwest 


and the East. 
Flight Pattern 


paler upper mandible. 


e FEEDERS Various seeds. 

© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 
Uncommon cowbird host. 
Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 


Short flights with rapid wing beats 


alternating with brief periods of wings logging and fires. 


pulled to sides. 


Nest Identification 


Shape Location 
pe wy on = ae 


Sticks, weeds, rootlets, and pine needles, lined with finer materials ¢ in dense 


part of tree or shrub, usually near water, about 4-25 feet above ground @ built by 


female ¢ 3-4 light greenish or bluish eggs dotted with reddish brown; oval, 


1.0 x 0.7 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat 9.@ @, Migration Migratory Weight 1.5 ounces 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Length 6 25-7.5 inches | Wi"span 19 511 5 inches 


BLUE GROSBEAK A 


lack lores and 


Often seen flocking in southern fields in spring, this ore annie 
grosbeak, with its deep blue plumage, may appear MALE = base of bille 
black from a distance or on a cloudy day. Not shy, it a 


hops on the ground, wagging or spreading its tail, deep rich — 
blue overall e 


and sings from a conspicuous perch. In nesting 
season the male attacks other pairs to defend blackish wings 
its territory. Females may be mistaken for and (ail? agi 


@ thick conical 
hill with blackish 
upper mandible 
and silver-gray 
lower mandible 


female Brown-headed Cowbirds, but the 
large triangular bill and brown wing bars 
are distinctive, as is their behavior of 
raising a slight crest and flicking and 
spreading their tails. Females have a 
gray-brown rump that can show a 
bluish cast. 
e SONG Series of deep rich 
slightly scratchy warbles 
that rise and fall in pitch, = es 
resembling the Purple oe —— Pe ce 
5 =e ; darker brown SPRING MALE 
Finch. Call is explosive streaking on backe 
metallic pink. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary 


‘eo 2 chestnut 
wing bars 


dull brown 


_ 
2 cinnamon tt 
overall Sad 


chestnut wing 


ae bars INDIGO BUNTING 
haces uring x Smaller: bright blue 

breeding season. paler : overall; smaller bill: 

More gregarious cinnamon buff lacks chestnut wing 


bars @ female is smaller 


in other seasons; on throat 
forms flocks. Hops sh 
cinnamon buff 

on ground to forage: yyderparts — 
gleans from weeds, 
_, bushes, and low in trees. 

Eats mostly insects in summer; also 
fruits, seeds, grains, and land snails. May fly considerable 
distances across fields from one song perch to the next. 


7 with smaller bill: brown 
3 overall with faint 


streaking on breast and 


narrow brown wing 


= 
Da¥&s. 


FEMALE BLUE BUNTING 
Smaller: blue-black 


yverall: smaller bill with 


rounded culmen; lacks 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. : geste ia decal 
e NESTING Incubation 11-12 days by female. Young altricial; sani easier 
brooded by female; leave nest at 9-10 days, fed mostly by wing bars ® casual in 
female. 2 broods per year. Texas 
¢ POPULATION Uncommon to fairly common in overgrown i aK «i 
fields, riparian thickets, brushy ~~ >. See. 
rural roadsides, and woodland pais ¥ eIQnyt 
edges. Range is expanding in t 


central and northeastern US. 
e FEEDERS Seeds and grains. 
Swift flight with rapid wing beats © CONSERVATION 


alternating with brief periods of wings Neotropical migrant. Fairly 


pulled to sides. common cowbird host. 


§, rootict snane 


4 lining of finer n ri > 
Shape qy Location ground ® built by female ¢ 
ae 4 & oval. 0.9 x 0.7 inches 


Habitat@® @ ¢ Migration Migratory [eta 1.0 ounce 


TIME Wa : LOCATION 
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Family CARDINALIDAE SPECIES Py sseriy 


LAZULI BUNTING 


‘This small turquoise bird is the western counterpart to 
the Indigo Bunting of eastern North America. Seen in 
open forests, riparian thickets, chaparral, and arid 
brushy canyons, the male sings to claim his territory 
and spreads and flutters his wings to show off his 
plumage and attract females. The winter plumage 


of the male shows the blue on its head and 
upperparts heavily washed with brown. 


2 broad white 
wing bars 
¢ SONG Various phrases, some paired and 
somewhat buzzy, see-see-sweer, SWeel-ZeC-SCC-ZLEP. 
Call is “wet” plik. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs during 
breeding season. Gregarious at other 
times, in flocks and mixed-species 
foraging flocks with other buntings 
and sparrows. Forages on 
ground and low in trees 
and bushes. Eats mainly 
seeds: also insects and 


@ blackish 
wings and tail 
with blue-edged 
flight feathers 


grayish brown 


caterpillars, especially head and 


in summer. At end thick @ upperparts — 2 pale buffy 
of breeding season conical 9 wing bars 
bill « | 


many join flocks and 
move to higher 
elevations. Hybrids 
occur where range 
overlaps with Indigo 
Bunting. Aggressively 
defends territory. 

¢ BREEDING Mostly 


MonogaMous;, some 


grayish blue 


and rump 
buff wash & 
on throat 

and breast 


FEMALE 
Ye blackish wings 
and tail with 
blue-edeed flight 
feathers 


white underparts 
males polygamous. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 10-12 days, fed by both sexes, 
but female does more. 2—3 broods per year. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common. Logging and agricultural 


change in 20th century promoted range and population expansion. 


Casual throughout the East. 
¢ FEEDERS Comes for smal 
seeds and grains. 

© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 


MALE 


uppertail coverts 


bright turquoise 
throat, head, and 
upperparts @ 


thick 
conical bill » 
black lores 


cinnamon 
upper breast 


white underparts « 
with cinnamon 
wash on flanks 


JUVENILE 


FIRST 
SPRING MALE | 


INDIGO BUNTING 
Male bright blue overall 
¢ female lacks pale 

wing bars; warm brown 


to pale buffy brown 
underparts; dusky 
streaking on chest. 


VARIED BUNTING 2 
Stubbier bill; lacks buff 
wash on flanks; lacks 


pale wing bars. 


‘Typically, short flights on rapidly beating 
wings alternating with brief periods of 


wings pulled to sides. 


DATE TIME 


Uncommon host to parasitism 
by cowbirds. Disappearing due 


to development. 


Grass, weeds, and leaves, with lining of finer grass and mammal hair ® in fork of 
bush or small tree ¢ 24 feet above ground (but up to 10 feet) ® built by female 


¢ 3-5 plain pale bluish white eggs; short oval to oval, 0.8 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage ‘Sexes.differ | Habitat ge A -ss 2+ ca | MibetohNiipratory 


LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes differ 


grains, and wild berries. Males 
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INDIGO BUNTING i 


Pets . blue-purple 
‘The male’s distinctive plumage looks blue in pone toile 


sunlight and almost black in shade or backlighting. 
Populations are expanding with the creation of 
disturbed habitat after logging, highway and 
power line construction, and farmland deep-colored bright 
abandonment. Its breeding range now blue overall @—_ 
includes much of the Southwest. 


Ne dark blue to 
black lores 


MALE 
¢ SONG Series of varied measured strident 
phrases, usually paired, swee/-sweer, sweeter- 
sweeter, here-here, often with an added trilled 
ending. Call is a “wet” spit or plik. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs during 
breeding season. Gregarious at other times; 
in flocks in winter, often with other 
buntings, sparrows, and finches. Forages 

in trees, shrubs, and on ground. Eats 
variety of insects and larvae, especially 

in summer; also dandelion seeds, 

weed seeds, grass seeds, small 


blue edging to 
blackish wings 
_* and tail 


JUVENILE 


brown head and WINTER 
upperparts MALE 
2 tawny buff 
wing bars 


defensive of territory; often 
engage in colorful chases 
with other males. 


¢ BREEDING 


Monogamous. re BLUE GROSBEAK 

Solitary. Some throat and Larger; large triangular 

males polygynous underparts bill: tan wing bars. 

when outnumbered 

Pe ietnal buffy brown- ee ee VARIED BUNTING ¢ 
y females. washed chest wis s ns wiih Olive-brown to tawny- 

e NESTING and flanks with CONITASTING nuff brow nov erall: rown 


dusky streaks rump; bill with more 


Incubation 12-14 days 
by female. Young 
altricial; brooded by 
female; leave nest at 9-12 days, fed lacks streaking on 
mostly by female; some males bring food. 2 broods per year. eer lacks brown 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common. Abundant in = . — 
some deciduous forest edges, old fields, clearings, and agricultural ; ; 
areas. Expanding. 

@e FEEDERS Comes for small 
seeds and grains. 

© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Common 
host to cowbird parasitism. 


darker brown 
decurved culmen; 


wings and tail with ws saad acd 
J sciraecheanieal eeolen 
blue-edged feathers ini ~e 


with less buffy contrast; 


FEMALE 


Short flight low over vegetation with rapid 


wing beats alternating with brief periods Some habitat loss due to 


of wings pulled to sides. maturation of cut-over forests 


Weeds. bark, and fine materials, lined with grass an a 
dense shrub, or low tree @ 1-15 feet abr ero hy m { 
bluish white to white eggs, sometimes with brown of | 


Shape qy Location gay a: Ay eee 
> 


to short subelliptical, 0.8 x 0.5 inches 


ATE (i: | ae oe ae LOCATION 
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Famil¥ CARDINALIDAE 


VARIED BUNTING 

If this bird is seen in the open ona sunny day, 
the exquisite colors in the male’s breeding 
plumage are striking: varied reds, 
violet-blues, deep purples, and 

blacks. When seen from a distance or 
in poor light, however, it appears black 
overall. In the molt to basic plumage 


slightly curved 
grayish bill € 


deep violet-blue ¢ 
face, crown, and 
following the breeding season, males hind collar 
show brownish rather than plum-colored 
plumage, and the red nape is faded and 
washed with browns, while the forecrown, 
face, and rump retain some blue. Juveniles 
resemble females but show narrow buff wing 


bars and a brighter brown body. 


plum-purple ¢ 
throat, breast, 
and back 


deep purple on é 
lower belly and 


e SONG Various high-pitched slightly scratchy Malena Coleet 


thin warbles similar to the song of the Painted 
Bunting. Call is a “wet” sph. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs 

during breeding season. 
Solitary or in small groups 
at other times. Shy and 
secretive. Remains hidden 
in thickets close to ground 
and often distances itself 

from human habitation. pale buff 
Forages in low dense i 
vegetation or on ground. 

‘Takes some insects but major diet 1s 
seeds. Bonded pairs spend much time 
together. Male sings from exposed perch. 
Natural history is poorly studied. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. 
Incubation 12-13 days by female. Young altricial: 
brooded by female; stay in nest estimated 12 days, 
fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per vear. 

¢ POPULATION Common locally in mesquite 
chaparral, dry washes, and arid 
thorn scrub, often near water. 
© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Rare host 
to cowbird parasitism. 
Vulnerable to habitat loss from 
agriculture and development. 


gray-brown 
uppe rparts e slightly curved 


grayish bill e 


faint bluish sheen on 
wings and taile 


FEMALE 


WINTER 
PLU MAGE 


Short flights close to vegetation, with 
rapid wing beats alternating with brief 


periods of wings pulled to sides. 


Wingspan 8_8 5 inches 


deep red nape 


blue-edged black 


wings and tail 


royal blue 
° Trump 


LAZULI BUNTING 
Gray-brown head and 
upperparts; white 
underparts; buffy wash 
on throat and breast: 
gray-blue rump; 2 
narrow buffy white 


wing bars. 


INDIGO BUNTING Q 
Brown head and 
upperparts: blue-tinged 
rump; tertials edged 
with buff; 2 tawny buff 
wing bars; whitish 
throat and underparts; 
chest and flanks washed 
buffy brown with dusky 
streaks. 


Stalks, grass, cotton, snakeskin, and paper, with lining of rootlets, grass, and 


hair @ in fork of low tree or bush, usually 2— 


Location = & a> 


Shape wy 


oval subelliptical, 0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


10 feet above ground ¢ built by 
both sexes ¢ 3-4 white to light blue eggs. characteristically unmarked; short to 


Plumage Sexes differ | Habitat 2 oe ww aw Migration \ figratory Weight (). 4 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family CARDINALIDAE 


PAINTED BUNTING a 


Flaunting one of the most brilliant plumages of all North ‘ 
American songbirds, the male is easy to identify by the oe > 

E , os Cad ANG =, 
dark blue head, lime-green back, and red rump and hindneck @ 
underparts. The green and yellow-green coloring of a 
the female and juvenile serves as camouflage in 


red eye 


. . ; ring 
the dense riparian thickets, woodland edges, and bright lime- 
scrubby brushy areas. Males can be highly green back 


aggressive and sometimes kill one another in 
territorial battles. Their striking colors and 
warbled song have made them a popular 


cage bird in Mexico, Central America, and —— 
the Caribbean. Before laws prevented it. 

they were sold as cage birds in the 

United States, sometimes under the eae 


name “nonpareil.” The first spring underparts 


male is similar to the female but 
is brighter overall and has a 
bluish wash on the head. 
e SONG High-pitched 
musical measured warble 
pew-eata, pew-eata, | eaty 
you too. Call is 2-note chip 
ora “wet” plik. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or 

_ in pairs during breeding 
season. Gregarious in other 


dark mouse-gray 
tail and wings with 


reddish edges 


bright green JUVENILE 
upperparts 


j 
gray-green tail 
and Wings @ 


seasons, forming flocks and FEMALE 
_ joining mixed-species foraging 
_ flocks. Shy, secretive, and often yellow-green 


* difficult to see. Male sings from exposed underparts 
- perch. Most often hops on ground. Forages 

on ground and low in trees and shrubs. Eats 

seeds, insects, and caterpillars. 

¢ BREEDING Mostly monogamous, but some males polygynous. 

© NESTING Incubation 11-12 days by female. Young altricial; brooded by female: stay in nest 

12-14 days, fed by both sexes, but female does more. 2—3 broods per year. 

© POPULATION Common in riparian thickets and shrubby 
habitats. Casual north of range. 
e FEEDERS Birdseed and 
sunflower seeds; uses birdbaths 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Common 
cowbird host. Declining on the 


olive -arashe d 
flanks and chest 


Typically, short flight low over vegetation, : 
with rapid wing beats alternating with East Coast, where losing habitat 
brief periods of wings pulled to sides. to dev elopment. 


rh 


Stalks, leaves, and grasses, with 

4+ dense part of bush, in low tree, or in vis . { 
up to 25 feet) © built by female ¢ pal 
concentrated at larger end: oval t 


Weight 1) 8 ounce 


ATE _—_— ~~ _—~STIME ___. LOCATION 
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| Family GCARDINALIDAE 


DICKCISSEL 
yellowish eyebrow rhick stout bill 


‘This bird is named for its song of dick-dick-dick-cisse aed 
rd is name ng of dick-dick-dick-cissel.‘hecomes whitish with blackish = 
© upper mandible ‘2— 


Often flying in flocks over grassy prairies, the behind eye @ = 4 


Dickcissel, with its black bib and yellow breast, a 
_—* white chin 


thin blackish 


malar stripe 


looks like a small meadowlark. Females are 
brown auricular 


similar to males but lack the black bib and patch and crown 


have duller chestnut wing patches. 


© SONG Staccato dick-dick-dick-cissel. Has i on o ~e black bib 

an insectlike call of dzz7777. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs during black bold yellow breast ¥ 
breeding season. Gregarious at other streaking “6 Ulver wine cone 


; : n back 
times, forming wintering flocks si la 


numbering thousands of birds. Joins 


communal roosts after breeding season. 
© dusky white 
underparts 


Male sings trom exposed perches and 
in flight. Forages on ground. Eats JUVENILE 
grains, seeds, and insects. oe 
¢ BREEDING Polygamous, although 
some birds are monogamous. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-13 days 
by female. Altricial young brooded 

by female; stay in nest 
7-10 days, fed by female. 
1—2 broods per vear. 


WINTER 
MALE 


Ve lo wish EVE bTO® 
becomes whitish 


¢ POPULATION @ behind eye peter erica | 
Common to abundant ae ein ale WINTER | 
in grasslands. = Pe _@ grayish-brown upperparts FEMALE 


meadows, savannas, 
i: ee _@ blackish 


and fields. Local streaking on back 
and irregular east yy 
of Appalachians. ee . 
Rare in migration —jy7/,; tripe 
on Atlantic and 
Pacific Coasts. 
Casual in winter 
in the East. 

¢ FEEDERS Birds in northern 


part of range come to feeders. 


— 


HOUSE SPARROW Q 
Similar to female 
> Dickcissel © stubbier 


yellowish bill; buffy 
supercilium; brown 


——~e chestnut 
WING 


COVETTS 


postocular stripe; single 
white wing bar; lacks 
FEMALE pale throat with dark 
malar stripe; lacks 
streaking on flanks. 


white chine 
mustache, 
and throat 


= - © dusky white 
e yellow breast underparts 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Frequent 
host to cowbird parasitism. 
Nests and young lost annually 
to the mowing of fields for hay. 
‘Thousands are killed annually 
on wintering grounds for the 
protection of rice plantations. 


Series of rapid wing beats alternating with 
brief periods of wings pulled to sides. 
Otten flies in large flocks in compact 
undulating formation. 


Grasses, stems, and leaves, with lining of soft rootlets, grasses, and hair ¢ low 
in tree or bush, sometimes atop grassy tussock or on ground in field ¢ 0-6 feet 


above ground ¢® built by female ¢ 3-5 plain pale blue eggs; oval to long oval, 


Shape @y Location & oc 


cs 


0.8 x 0.6 inches. 


Weight 1.0 ounce 


TIME LOCATION Bx 
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Family [CT ERIDAE .25-8 inches | “inéspan 49 2512.5 inches 


BOBOLINK 


In northern meadows and farmland, this bird is 
known for its cheerful bubbling 404-0-/ink song 
and handsome plumage. It is said the male 


buff-colored 
® hindneck 


wears his breeding plumage upside down, as pjycé fave — 
he has black underparts with a buff nape and — and crown 
hindneck and white scapulars and rump. In 

all plumages, birds are adorned with sharply 

pointed tail feathers, unusual for songbirds. 

All fall-plumaged birds and juveniles are 

similar to the female but have brighter eee 
yellow-buff underparts with less streaking. 


® black back 


eo whit 
scapulars 


white 


¢ SONG Lively bubbling cascade of notes, © rump 


starting with low reedy notes and rollicking black underparts € 
upward, b0b-0-link, bob-o-link, pink, pink, pank, and wings 


pink. Call is clear pink. butetete” 
¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious; in flocks numbering wing coverts 


up to thousands. Males sing from perch or in and tertials 


flight display, circling low over fields. In summer eats 
5, fan) 
insects and caterpillars, grass and weed seeds, and 
- grains; eats seeds and grains in migration and winter. 

¢ BREEDING Strongly polygynous. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 13 days — blackish brown crown 

by female. Altricial young with buff central 
i é CTOON SIT Ipe 

brooded by female; stay in 


“e : pinkish bill 


nest 10-14 days, fed by both ae esas t—_» golden WINTER 
sexes. | brood per year. re buff overall MALE 


and flanks 


¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common to common in 
g tall grass, wet meadows, 


oe 


pr yeer ee 
Similar Birds 


_ prairie, hay fields, and LARK BUNTING 
grain fields. Decline in the Entirely black except 
y | for large white shoulder 
East during 20th century. patches, white edgin; 
Rare in the fall on West Coast. to tertials and inner 
BY A Py 4 secondaries, and whit 
¢ CONSERVATION Taran 
. . . me tips to out rt 
Neotropical migrant. Rare cowbird FEMALE rea ae 
host. Vulnerable to destruction of nests and . Sk SA TE 
young by mowing of hayfields. Has declined in the Southeast from | 
former 19th-century market : } 
hunting for food and from 
continued destruction to protect 
rice plantations. Similar killing y “ar 
currently exists on expanding ae iy AEA 
; E ; 7 . ; Wed sf 
Strong undeviating and slightly undulating rice plantations on wintering wei he 
flight on rapidly beating wings. Male has ; 
; =i oT Is in South America 
display flight with shallow wing strokes on SPOUSE 
rapidly fluttering wings. 
Coarse grasses and weed stall ° 
on ground tn tall grass, weeds 
combines ® female dig ray ° 
j Shape ogy Location’ sums ££¥ blotched with brown purpy 
0.82 x 0.62 inches 
oe a a : as ‘ A ic ab , oa 
lumage Sexes differ = Migration Migrator Wel 1.7 ounces 


JATE ; TIME LOCATION 
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Family [oT ERIDAE Species 4 ve/aius phoeniceus | *©98Y 7.5_9 5 inches | Wingspan 12_14.5 inches 


RED-WINGED BLACKBIRD 


Believed one of the most numerous land birds in 
North America, the Red-winged Blackbird is known 


for aggressively defending its territory from intruders. broad bull 


Many geographical races exist across its extensive dist 
range. Females, identifiable by dark brown upperparts 
and heavily streaked underparts, sometimes show a 


-0 black 
overall, 
including 
WINES 
and tail 


red tinge on wing coverts, chin, and throat. Males 
resemble females at a year old but have less streaking 
and some red on their epaulettes; they develop glossy 
black plumage after their second year. 

e SONG Gureling reedy sonk-/a-ree or gurr-va-leee. 


Calls: low c/ack, sharp nasal deekk, and metallic sink. 


e BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Small breeding colonies 
in summer. Winter flocks often segregated by sex 
and age. Runs or hops while foraging on ground. 
Kats mostly seeds, grains, berries, and wild fruit; 

in summer also eats insects, caterpillars, grubs, 
spiders, mollusks, and snails. Male’s social 
dominance is proportional to 
amount of red displayed. 


¢ BREEDING broad dusky tan 


AuSkY tan ; 
@ SUPeETClum 


FIRST YEAR 
MALE 


Colonial. Some face e 
males polygynous. 
e NESTING 
Incubation 

11-12 days by 


®@ PTOW’N 


UpPperparts Wi) 


e ark Streaks 


MAIN /y OW’) & 


malar mark 
PRICOLORED 


BLACKBIRD 


eo > “4416 j, 5 fy ya 
female. Altricial dark browne toate nia wenden 


VOUNg brooded postoculas body ® male’s red 
by female: stay 17 TPe epaulettes have whiush 
ae ; borders ® females have 
in nest 10-14 days, ? thin tan € nine sam : 


fed mostly by wing bars 


darker bodies; heavier 


streaks on underparts; 


female. 2—3 broods blackish bellies; lack 


chestnut and buff edges 


@ dusky whit 
underparts heavil 
S/7E ake ad aw Wh )} 0% If 


per vear. 
¢ POPULATION 
Abundant to common in FEMALE 
fields, riparian thickets and a 


to upperparts; lack pink 
coloring on throat 
e West Coast only. 


scrub, treshwater and brackish marshes. 


e FEEDERS Breadcrumbs 
Flight Pattern 


and birdseed. 

© CONSERVATION 
m | - Vulnerable to pesticides in food 
chain and to habitat loss due to 


| ; ‘ 
Strong flieht on mpidly beading wings the drainage of wetlands. Nests 
displaying males fly with slow stiff shallow and young are destroyed by 
wing beats with epaulettes raised mowing operations. 


- - Dried cattail leaves and sedges, lined with fine grasses and rushes @ fastened to 
Nest Identification : 
stalks or twigs with plant fibers @ in cattails, bushes, trees, dense grass, or on 
ground, preferably near or over water @ built by female ¢ 3-5 (usually 4) pale 
blue-green eggs spotted or with zigzag lines of black, browns, and purple; oval, 
Lor 2 ! a =e 
Location yyy \ | ey 0.97 x 0.75 inches 


Migration \ figratory Weight 2'3 ounces 


DATE ss TIME _ Sees MICATION: = 
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oe 


Family }CTERIDAE Species Avelaius tricolor | “enh 7.59 inches | Winespan 12-13.5 inches 


TRICOLORED BLACKBIRD —_ | 


’ . . ° e 
Considered the most social blackbird, this 
common marsh inhabitant lives in flocks 


year-round. In some California marshes, as 
many as 200,000 nesting pairs have been 
observed, but poisoning and other control 
measures have reduced those colonies to a 
tenth of that number. Females are smaller 
than their mates and have dull red-edged 
lesser wing coverts. Juveniles are similar 
to females but have brighter buffy white MALE 
streaking that extends to the belly. 

¢ SONG Harsh, short, low gurgle, 
on-ke-kaaangh, rougher and without the 
musical quality of the Red-winged 
Blackbird’s song. Call is cheé. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. gray-buff 
During summer, eats mostly supercilium ¢ 


insects, caterpillars, and spiders. 
In fall and winter, eats seeds his 
from weeds and grains, often throat @ 
foraging in agricultural lands a ee 
near nesting colonies. upperparts with 
Foraging flocks may be big dusky brown 
enough to damage crops. ei 
Male does not engage in 
courtship display flight like = A/ackish brown e 
Red-winged Blackbird. belly, sides, and 
undertail coverts 
¢ BREEDING 
Polygamous. Colonial. 
* ¢ NESTING Incubation oan 
11-13 days by female. Young 
altricial; brooded by female; stay 
in nest about 11—14 days, fed 
almost entirely by female, 


milar Birds 


s RED-\ 


\lo ro led w . | 
| 


occasionally by male. 2 broods per year. 


¢ POPULATION Common to abundant but local in freshwatet 

marshes, croplands, and open country. 
@¢ CONSERVATION | 

Vulnerable to loss of habitat di 

to draining of freshwater 

marshes. Rare host to cowbird 


parasitism. Many kill 


— — 7 past to control d 


epred 
Strong swift direct flight on rapidh ( ropl inds by large fl 


beating wings. 


_ ¥ Nest Identification Woven of 


Shape wy Locatior 


Habitat »~ @ A | mig 


Plumage Sexes iffer 


{ 


YATE TIME LOCATIO 
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Family }cTERIDAE 


{ASTERN MEADOWLARK 


A common inhabitant of fields and meadows, 

the Eastern Meadowlark often is observed [oo a 
flicking its tail open and shut while Miped CrOWN @ 
walking through grass and weeds and white face with 
black posto ular 


along roadsides. Clearing of forests brown upperparts 
@ S/ripe 


in eastern North America has led streaked with buff 
and black @ 


to the expansion of its breeding 
range. Fall-plumaged birds 
show narrow buffy mottling in chunky body @ 
the black breast band and a 
buffy wash on the face, 
supercilium, flanks, and 


—e yellow breast 
and belly with 
broad black V 


on chest 


undertail coverts. 

Juveniles have black 

spotting on the chest, 

sides, and flanks. white outer 

¢ SONG A plaintive cia 
tee-you, lee-airrr, OF 

spring-0 the-year. Call 

given on ground or in 

flight is high buzzy 

zzz2r77, and a nasal 

sweeink also is given in flight. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs 
during summer. Gregarious during other seasons, forming 
small flocks in winter. Eats mostly insects, especially in 
summer. Also eats grains, weed and grass seeds, and tender 


~e white sides and 
Hanks with black 


spots and streaks | 


/ : 3 
6 white undertail 
coverts mith 
dusky streaking 


WESTERN i 

f . | MEADOWLARK | 
hr ‘nring nl: 
sprouts Of spring plants. Paler upperparts lack : 


dark centers in most 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. Some males polygynous. 
e NESTING Incubation 13-14 days by both sexes. Young dhroac, especially ches of 
altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 11-12 days, fed by both breeding males, extends 


sexes, but female does more. Male may take over brood while into submustachial 
: region; sides of crown 


feathers; yellow of 


ee 


female starts second nest. 2 broods per year. aan paxtacalar strine 
¢ POPULATION Common in meadows, fields, grasslands, and usually brownish; most 
savanna. Decline reported in the East during last quarter of the nase teas wines A ouey 
20th century. 

¢ CONSERVATION Common host to cowbird parasitism. Nests 
and young destroyed by 
mowing operations. Vulnerable 
to habitat loss due to natural 
succession of abandoned fields, 


tail feathers. 


as well as from overgrazing, 
development, and grassland 


Several rapid shallow stiff wing beats habitat fragmentation. 
followed by short glides close to landscape. 


Lined with grass, plant stems, and pine needles ¢ domed or partially domed 
¢ often next to dense clump of grass or weeds on damp or wet ground @ built by 


female ¢ 3-7 white eggs, suffused with pink, with brown and lavender spots and 
Shape = Location gex BE pee P 
speckles; oval to short or long oval, 1.1 x 0.8 inches. 


Plumage Sexes similar | Habitat 1e@ Migration Northern birds migrate 


DATE TIME LOCATION thy 


Weight 3.6 ounces 
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WV [CTERIDAE Surnella neglecta | tenath 911 inches | Wingspan 13 5_17 inches 


WESTERN MEADOWLARK 


Its distinctive song often is the only way to dark brown stripes 


ON CTOON 


distinguish this bird from the Eastern 
Meadowlark, which 1s strikingly similar vie 
in appearance. Both birds are known | 
to be interspecifically territorial and eT ae 
nest in the same area, interbreeding —exvends well into 
in regions where their ranges submustachial area 
overlap. Under such circumstances 
some males sing the songs of both 
species, creating a tricky 
identification challenge for the 
observer. Breeding adults show 
bright yellow plumage from throat 
to belly, with a black V on the 
chest. Fall-plumaged birds show a black spots and streaks 
pale buffy wash on the face, sides, on sides and flanks 
and flanks, and the yellow in 
submustachial regions is much 
reduced or veiled, as is the black breast 
band. Juveniles are paler and instead of 

| the black V show a streaked necklace. 

| © SONG Repeated bubbling flutelike notes, 

varying in length, shee-00-e-lee shee-ce le-ee, accelerating 

toward the end. Call is a low vd. Flight note is a nasal whew. 


black V on chest 


a 


| © BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs during breeding season. 
Gregarious at other times, forming small to large flocks in 
winter, which forage and roost together on the ground. Walks on 

/ ground. Sings from ground or exposed perches, including fence 

} posts, shrubs, trees, and utility wires. Forages primarily in 

_,vegetation on ground. Eats mostly insects and larvae, spiders, 

, and some snails; also seeds of grains, grasses, and weeds. Winter 
birds often forage in shorter grasses along roadsides. 

} © BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. Some males polygynous. 
| © NESTING Incubation 13-15 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 11-12 days, fed by both sexes 

but more by female. 2 broods per year. 


dark brown 
postocular stripe 


chunky body 


short wide tail 
with white 
outer feathers 


EASTERN 
MEADOWLARK 
Darker body; dark 
centers to feathers on 
upperparts; yellow of 
throat generally does 
not reach submustachial 
area, barely does so on 
males; more extensive 
white on outer tail 
feathers; black crown 
and postocular stripes; 


voice differs. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common to common in cultivated fields, 
pastures, grasslands, and 
savanna. Range expanding in 
the Northeast. 

© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. 
Uncommon cowbird host. Nest 


Flies low over landscape, with series of 
rapid shallow stiff wing beats followed by 
short glide. mowing operations. 


and young destroyed by 


Shape % Location sm £i% 


short to long oval, 1.1 x 0.8 inches 


Dried grass and plant stems; domed or partially domed * lined with grass 

pine needles ® against clump of grass or wee ds ® built by female * 3-7 whit 
“7 1 ] \ 

eggs, suffused with pink, with brown and lavender spots and spe kles; oval 


Weight 4.0 ounces 


2 


ATE TIME ; _ LOCATION 
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Specles Van thocephalus xanthocephalus 


Length § 75-11 inches | Wingspan 14 17 inches 


YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD 


Brilliant yellow plumage and white wing patches contrasting 


| Family ICTERIDAE 


with its all-black body make this robin-sized marsh bird easy to yellow head, 


identify. Often nesting in colonies, it is highly aggressive in 


defending its grounds and will attack other birds and even 
human intruders, especially if young are in the nest. ‘The 
song of the male 1s considered by many to be the 


poorest vocalization of any North American 
© black 


songbird. Males are larger than females, and Taos) ale 
OTL as. | 


the white wing patch is conspicuous in 


flight. Juveniles show dark brown 


upperparts with cinnamon-butf edging 
© whit 


to the body feathers, pale buff 
wing patch 


underparts with a cinnamon 
wash on the flanks, an 


MALE 


ocherous butf head and 
breast, a whitish throat, and 
dusky brown auriculars. 

¢ SONG High-pitched raspy honking gurgle, 
ending with a descending buzz, £/ee-k/ee-k/ee- 
k0-K0@-@-@-&,@,@,@. Call 1s hoarse 4a-aach. Liooke a 
e BEHAVIOR Gregarious; forms breeding 


colonies and flocks outside breeding 


e yellowish eyebrow 


——§e dusky brown 
upperparts 


season. Flocks forage and roost together 


and range from small to enormous, hovk 


~fAroat, 


containing millions in winter. Males often — and breast 


segregate from females and juveniles in dusky brown 
separate winter flocks. Conspicuous. belly with white 


WICARINE 


Forages in mud near water and in fields. 
Walks on ground. Eats insects, larvae, snails, 


e dusky brown 
Crissum 


erains, and seeds. 
¢ BREEDING Polvgy nous. Colonial. FEMALE 
¢ NESTING Incubation 11-13 days by female. 

Young altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 

9-12 days, fed by both sexes, but mostly by female. 2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common in freshwater marshes, reedy lakes and 
irrigation ditches, and open farmlands. Rare to casual in migration 
and in winter to the East Coast. Casual spring migrant to 


southeastern Alaska. 
Flight Pattern 


¢ CONSERVATION 

Neotropical migrant. Rare host 
m | > to cowbird parasitism. 

Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 
draining of freshwater marshes 


Strong direct flight with rapid wing beats and wetlands. 


Nest Identification Grasses, reeds, cattails, and bulrushes, with partial canopy that shrinks into tight 
basket when dry @ over water in marsh vegetation @ 0.5—3 feet above surface 


¢ built by female ¢ 3-5 light gray or green eggs with brownish or grayish 


Shape g Location \11 
abhi markings; oval to long oval, 1.0 x 0.8 inches 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat jes” 8 Migration \figratory Weight 2.8 ounces 


DATE ___———CCC—CTTIIMNE - - LOCATION - 
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ga 
’ 


Family [CTERIDAE 


Species Euphagus carolinus \*©* 


RUSTY BLAC KBIRD 


‘This bird is named for the rusty wash on its { nd 7 
winter plumage. Only birds in juvenile plumage have 

dark eyes; older birds in immature p 
yellow eyes like adults. Juvenile pl 
resembles that of winter adults. Fall 
males have a blackish loral mask that 
contrasts with the rufous wash on the 
rest of the plumage. The fall female 
has a gray rump and cinnamon-gray 


supercilium and underparts. Flying in LAL 


| large flocks from their wintering 

| grounds, these birds will swoop down 
to forage behind tractors and plows. 
e SONG A high-pitched creaky 4o0-a- 
lee- m-cek, koo- -@d- lee 
of chuck Or kick +; 
¢ BEHAVIOR t In pairs durin 
eine season. Gregarious. After 


-eek. Has call notes 


WINTER 
MALI 


forage ail roost commun ‘dls Forms 
large flocks in migration and winter 
and joins mixed flocks with other < 
hoes : INTER 
| blackbird species and starlings. ep - a 
+ Forages on ground of wet 
| woodlands and agricultural | 
\OdIaANGS ANd aGTICUITUTral lands “ . ~ Toe . 
' ae Similar Birds 
| or wades in marshes and small ee a ee ee 
: oy ~r. Eats insects ' 
; pools ol vater. Eats insects. > 
| caterpillars, crustaceans, 


f 
J 


small fish, salamanders. 
and snails. Also eats 


erains, seeds, and fruits. wr . 
¢ BREEDING a g ° 
Monogamous. Pairs. FEMALE 
e NESTING Incubation 14 days eX > 
by female; male feeds incubating female 
| on nest. Young altricial; brooded by female: st ee baie 
| in nest 11-14 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year fer 
| © POPULATION | 
s ‘ Zk = 
[ Ee \\ Ss é 
© CONSERVATION Ff a 


JATE _ —— TIME 
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BREWER’S BLACKBIRD — 


purplish sheen on 


Huge flocks can be seen flying 
: ® head and neck 


over farm fields during plowing 


season, and the species has 
: : *e yellow CVES 
expanded its range and 
abundance with the spread MALE 


: ; : greenish blue sheen on 
of agriculture. One of the 


@ body and wings 
most common blackbirds, 


the male’s plumage remains 
glossy black year-round. In 
fall, some males acquire 


buffy edging on the head black @ 
overall 


and body feathers but 
never on the wing coverts 
or tertials. Juveniles 
resemble females but eA 
lack the green sheen Bags 


on wings and tail. 
dark dark gray 


® SONG Breathy, brown brown overall @ 
creaky se-see. Call yee Oe 
is gruff check. 

¢ BEHAVIOR In 
pairs during 
breeding season. 
Gregarious. Forms 


BROWN-HEADED 
COWBIRD G 
Smaller; slimmer; pale 


face pattern; shorter, 


deeper-based bill; 


shorter tail. 


FEMALE RUSTY BLACKBIRD 


> : green sheen on é 
large foraging and jngs and tail 


roosting flocks in 

migration and winter. 

Often joins mixed-species foraging 
flocks with other blackbirds in winter. Nests in small to large 
colonies. Head bobs forward while walking. Follows farm 


head: longer bill 


e female slate-gray 


to feathers on back, 


wing coverts, and 


tertials © winter male 
has black loral mask; 


tractors and plows. Forages on ground. Eats insects; caterpillars; 


to head, throat, breast, 


and some fruits, seeds, and grains. 


supercilium, and 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Some males polygynous. Can be 
loosely colonial. 


mustache ® winter 


+ female has buff 
eyebrow; gray rump; 


buffy gray underparts. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female, guarded by 
male. Altricial young brooded by female; stay in nest 

13-14 days, fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common in 
open habitats, shrub/scrub, 
riparian woodlands, farms, and 
around human habitation. 
Extending range north and east. 
¢ CONSERVATION 

Strong swift direct flight on rapidly Neotropical migrant. Common 


beating wings 


cowbird host. 


Shape ww 


Location 


trees, up to 150 feet above ground ¢ built by female ¢ 3-7 light green or grayish 


green eggs, with blotches of grayish brown; oval, 1.0 x 0.75 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ 


DATE ss TIME a LOCATION 


Family CTERIDAE °S Euphagus cyanocephalus | ©°8 8.75-10.25 inches | Wingspan 14 16 inches 


Faint greenish sheen on 


overall with yellow eyes 
¢ in winter, rusty edging 


shows cinnamon edging 


Habitat us Migration Northern birds migrate | We'€2.4 ounces 


BIRDS OF NOI 


COMMON GRACKLE 


‘This gregarious bird has expanded its range by 
adapting to suburban areas. Outside the nesting 
season, noisy groups roost together at 

night, often with other species. 
Juveniles are sooty brown with 
dark brown eyes. 

e SONG Grating squeaky 
coguba-leek, \ike a creaking 

rusty hinge. Call is a bold cu. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Conspicuous. 
Nests, forages, and roosts in 
groups or flocks all year. Large 
postnesting season flocks can 
damage crops, and winter flocks 
may number in the hundreds of 
thousands. Walks on ground. 
Forages in trees, shrubs, grass, 
and croplands; may wade into 
water. Eats insects, worms, 
- caterpillars, fruits, grains, 
seeds, small rodents, small 
fish, salamanders, and eggs 
’ and nestlings of other 
birds. Male displays by ene Sarpy 
fluffing out shoulder pointed black 
feathers to make a bill 
ruffled collar, drooping 

» his wings, and singing. 

.¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous. Some 

| males polygynous. Colonial. 
e NESTING Incubation 13-14 days by 

female. Young altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest 

16—20 days, fed by both sexes. 1—2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Abundant and widespread in open areas with 
| scattered trees, open woodlands, agricultural areas, parks, and 
around human habitation. Casual in southern Alaska and in the 
Pacific states. 

e FEEDERS Will come fo: 


small grains and seeds. 


pale yellow 


long, sharply e 
pointed black bill 


glossy black € 
overall 


pale 
yellow eye @ 


on head and neck 


dull black 
overall 


FEMALE 


long wed ae a 
haped tail 


to cowbird parasitism. Birds 


feeding on crops and making 


Strong swift direct flight with rapid wing 


beats; holds tail folded in a V shape nuisance in large winter ror 
while flying. sometimes are destroyed 
sulky n f n 


lining of feat 


usuall IZ 


Shape we 
Location py. & HAA A 


“MuMage Sexes differ 


brown or light er I 


Le 


IATE 


® EVES faint 
purplish blue on head, 


———e neck, and brea f 


faint iridescent purple 


® CONSERVATION Rare host 


‘| Migation Migratory 


<TH 


l71descent 


Jal Nf 77 1 SLE Nt 
pu rple Y 
@ DTONze ON ha A 


AMERICA e 703 


Ain 2 = SS 
WINESPAN 47_18 5 inches 


MALE 


long @ 
tail 


¢ dae shape de 


GREAT-TAILED 
GRACKLI | 
BOAT-TAILED GRACKLI 
contrast 


head and bod) 
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Family }oTERIDAE Species Qyjscalus mexicanus | “©°8t0 19,.5-18.5 inches _ | Wingspan 43 5_25 inches 


GREAT-TAILED GRACKLE 


lhe Great-tailed and Boat-tailed Grackles were once 


considered to be one species. \lchough these birds nest closely 


in coastal eastern ‘Lexas and western Louisiana, they do not iridescent purple 
ON head and bat k 


interbreed. his bird often walks on the ground with its large 
keel-shaped tail cocked over its back. Walking in the open, Wiad 
males turn like weathervanes when a strong gust of wind eee 
strikes their tails. Males are larger than females. I 
Juveniles are similar to females with a grayish brown 


\ golden | 
yellow eyes & 


belly but with streaked underparts and dark eves. 
¢ SONG Loud chatters, squeaks, gurgles, 
shrieks, and piercing ascending whistles; 
high-pitched squeal of way-rece, may- 
reee. Flight call is cha. 

e BEHAVIOR Gregarious, 


noisy; in groups and small 


iridescent purple 
on underparts 


flocks. In winter, flocks mati, MALE 
forage and roost together. 7 
hs ° © very long 
Forages walking on ground keel-shaped tail 
and wading in water. Eats dark brown 
insects, snails, small fish, head and buff-cinnamon supercilium 
; : : upperparts e— ee. _« : My . 
frogs, shrimp, small birds, np and border to auriculars 
eges and nestlings, fruits, —~e yellowish white eyes 
berries, seeds, and grains. thin dark brown @ ’ 
: @ faint iridescent $ | 
malar mark 


Steals food from other birds; purple on plumage 
females pilfer nesting cinnamon-buff ¢ 


materials from each other. throat and 


— ia breast 
¢ BREEDING Polygamous 
to promiscuous. Colonial. 


BOAT-TAILED 
GRACKLE 


| 
; : er Smaller; rounder head; | 
Male claims territory within FEMALE | 


smaller bill; smaller 


colony and displays and sings tail © brown-eyed 


in front of a group of females. birds occur where 
: ranges overlap ®@ only 
Female chooses male. 


e NESTING ‘ubation 
NI PING Incul CLO! COMMON GRACKLE 
13-14 days by female. Young Smaller; shorter tail; 


altricial; brooded by female; stay in nest smaller bill © female is 
dull black. 


in the East. 


20-23 days, fed by female. 1-2 broods per year. 


¢ POPULATION Common in open areas with scattered trees, 


cultivated areas, marshes, 
Flight Pattern 


Strong direct flight with rapid wing beats 


riparian thickets, parks, and 
around human habitation. 
Agricultural irrigation in arid 
regions helping expand range. 
® CONSERVATION Removes 


cowbird eggs from nest. 


and long keeled tail trailing behind 


Nest Identification 


Shape wy Location @& \}/ 3B 
(al 


In marsh vegetation, bulky and built of cattails, grasses, and dried rushes, less 


than 2 feet above water ® in trees, built of Spanish moss, mud, cow dung, 


feathers, and bits of debris, 5-15 feet above ground ¢ built by female ¢ 3-4 light 


gray to light blue eggs, with reddish purple markings; oval, 1.3 x 0.9 inches. 


Plumage Habitat 


Sexes differ 


DATE TIME _-s-— LOCATION _ 
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amil¥ [Co TERIDAE 


Both male and female have small 
neck ruffs, which fluff during 
breeding season and give the bird a 
hunchbacked look. Formerly called 
the Red-eyed Cowbird, this 
characteristic is visible only at close 
range. Flocks often follow cattle to 
eat insects that are kicked up. In 
the eastern race, the dark-eyed 
juveniles are blackish brown and 
similar to the female but lack the 
bluish sheen on upperparts. In 

the western race, the dark-eyed 
juvenile is paler brown than the 
female, which has gray-brown 
upperparts, paler gray- 
brown underparts, and 
an even paler gray- 
brown throat. Birds 
inhabiting the 
southernmost tip of 
‘Texas do not migrate. 
¢ SONG Low guttural 
wheezy insectlike g/ug-glug- 
glee. Call is abrasive chuk. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or 
in pairs or small groups 
during breeding season. 


red eyes 


laree 


long bill 


Species Wy /orthrus acneus 


BRONZED COWBIRD 


FEMALE 


Length 6.5 


-8.75 inches | Wingspan 4(¢_13 inches 


bronxe-greenish | 
sheen on head and 


e upper bod) 


-~@ red ¢ Vé 


———§e erectile ruff 
on back of neck 
large 


long bill 


bluish sheen on 
-» wings and tail 
purplish e— : 
sheen on 
Y/ apulars 


black & 


overall 


dull blackish 
brown or gray 
brown overall 


BROWN-HEADED 
| 

COWBIRD 
Smaller; dark eyes; 


smaller slimmer bill; 


distinct rounded 
forehead @ male gl 
black ov 
brown head ¢® femak 
ishy 


overall with trace 


SSV 


srall with 


usually more 
brown 


of pale face pattern 


*During other seasons, forages in flocks and uses communal 
roosts. Males perch and sing from exposed sites to attract 
females. ‘Turns over rocks with bill to find insects. Eats insects, 
seeds, and grains. Often found near human habitation. 

¢ BREEDING Polygamous. Promiscuous. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 10-12 days by host. Altricial young 
often hatch earlier than young of host species; tended by host. 
Female usually lays 1 egg in each nest; lays 8-10 eggs per year; 
may destroy host’s eggs and any eggs laid in the nest by 
previous female cowbirds 
e POPULATION Comm« 


and local in open country \ 


human habitation 
bd FEEDERS Small seed 


Various rains 


Swift somewhat swooping direct flight 
on rapidly beating wings 


Habitat 
—", 


umage Sexes differ 


TIME LOCATION 


nM 
vith 


brushy scrub, agricultural areas, | 


wooded canyons, and around 


——__——_— T 
Mig a4 Weir 
| Migrtion Viost migrate W 


SHINY COWBIRD 
Smaller; dark eyes 
smaller bill © mal 


glossy black 


with purpl 
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Species Wy/orhrus ater | L€8tN 7_8 25 inches | Wingspan 41.75-13.75 inche 


BROWN-HEADED COWBIRD 


Il his common cowbird travels and roosts in large flocks with other 


blackbirds after breeding season; winter mixed-species flocks can number 


in the millions. Originally of the Great Plains, where it associated with 
bison, this species has expanded its range east and west, 

with the fragmentation of the eastern forest and the black overall with 
Increase in range cattle and ranching. Like all faint green sheen 
cowbirds it is a brood parasite and lays 
its eggs in the nests of other birds. 
Juveniles resemble females but 
are paler overall: 
upperparts have pale 
edging, giving a scaly 
effect: underparts 
are streaky and 
throats gray-wW hite. 

e SONG Gurgling 
liquid g/ug-g/ug-glee, 


grayish brown 
@ upperparts 


with tail spread, faint dusky 
wings drooped, malar mark 


and a forward 


FEMALE 


bow. Female’s 
call is harsh rattle. —— 
Male in flight has high 
slurred ¢s-eeeu! \ pale grayish 


e BEHAVIOR Solitary, in pairs, brown underparts 
: with faint streaking 


or small groups during breeding 
season; otherwise gregarious, foraging and roosting in flocks. 
Calls and displays from the ground or high exposed perches. 
Walks on ground to forage. Holds tail cocked over back. Eats 
insects, caterpillars, spiders, and various grains, seeds, and fruits. 
¢ BREEDING Promiscuous. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 10-13 days by host. Altricial young 
usually hatch before host’s young and often outcompete them: 
tended by host. Female usually lays 1 egg in each nest: 
10-36 eggs per year. 
¢ POPULATION Common in woodlands, forest edge, 
agricultural areas, and around human habitation. 

¢ FEEDERS Attends for small 
seeds and grains. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
i. i Neotropical migrant. Numbers 
reduced in Michigan by 
trapping to protect endangered 
Kirtland’s Warbler in jack pine 
barrens nesting grounds. 


Swift somewhat swooping direct flight on 


rapidly beating wings. 


Nest Identification 


Shape Brood parasite 
Location Active nests of other birds 


0.84 x 0.64 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Lays eggs in nests of other species ® usually 1 egg per nest ¢ up to 36 eggs laid 


per female per nesting season ® light blue eggs, often with brown flecks; oval, 


Habitat 2 2.2 Migration Northern birds migrate 


brown head 


short 
( on al 


bill 


BRONZED COWBIRD 
Slightly larger; much 


longer, larger bill; red 


eyes; ruff on nape 


¢ male has bronze-green 


sheen on head and 


upper body ¢ female is 
dull blackish brown 
overall. 


SHINY COWBIRD 
Male glossy black 
overall with purplish 


sheen on head, back, 


and breast @ female has 
gray-brown upperparts; 
faint gray eyebrow; pale 


gray-brown underparts; 


paler gray throat. 


Weight 1.7 ounces 


j 
- 
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ORCHARD ORIOLE 


This small oriole with its burnt-orange underparts is found in 
most of eastern North America in summer. It spends most of 
its time in trees in suburban and rural open stands and is 
often unwary when approached. Juveniles 

resemble females, and first spring males 
are similar to females but have a 

black chin and throat. Leaves 

breeding grounds in early fall. 


¢ SONG Loud rich varied 
whistled notes, accelerating 
into a jumbled ending with a 
slurred wheer!, sounding like 
look here, what cheer, wee yo, 
what cheer, whip yo, what 
wheer! Calls sharp musical 
chuk and a dry chattering 
chuh-huh-huh-huh. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 
pairs during breeding season. 
In small family groups after 
nesting. Vocal and often 
conspicuous. Relatively 
approachable. Forages at 
middle to high levels in 
trees and shrubs, often at 
tips of branches; hops from 
branch to branch. Eats 
insects; also berries, flower 
parts, nectar, and fruits. 

¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
Solitary and loose colonies. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Altricial young 
brooded by female, some by male; stay in nest 11-14 days, fed 
by both sexes. Mates often divide fledglings and care for them 
separately, but family group remains intact until fall migration. 
1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common to fairly common in open 


woodland, farmlands, 


single white 
wing bar 
white-edged | 
Slight feathe TS 


ON WINGS @ 


chestnut 
rump and 
shoulders 


black tail 
with narrow 
white tips 


olive upperparts 


dusky wings 
with 2 white 
wing bars 


FEMALE 


scrub/mesquite, shade trees, 


of western range 

e FEEDERS Fruit and nectar. 
© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Common 
host to cowbird parasitism 


Swift slightly swooping direct flight 
on rapidly beating wings. 


1! 
yc t f 


Intricately woven pc 


of tree or bush, often hidder 


to 50 feet) © 3 
oval, 0.8 x 0.57 


Shape a Location gay bi 
wh 


mc 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat 2.9% w& oo | Migration Migratory 


DATE TIME___ LOCATION 


yellowish 


underparts 


and orchards. Declining in parts 


Pel ICTERIDAE Species Ieverus spurius | “©M8th 67.75 inches | Wingspan 9 95_ 19.5 inches 


black hood. back, 
and wings ? 


| 
slightly curved ¢ 
bill with black 
upper mandible 
and blue-gray 
lower mandibl 


chestnut 
underparts 


a 


FIRST SPRING 
MALE 


MALE: No other North American 


songbird ts extensively black above 


and chestnut below. 


HOODED ORIOLI 


Female and juvenile are 


< arger; longer tail; longer 
‘ bill; thinner lower wing 
yar: undertail coverts 
often washed yellow 
orange ® juvenile male 
lS M1 NCCNSIVE 
lack 1 


| Naiaht ‘ 
weigh )./ ounce 
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; 
Family [oTERIDAE Species Jryerys cucullatus | +©8th 7_8 inches Wingspan 1 25-12 inches 
HOODED ORIOLE 
ry. —e black lores 
[his bird flits from treetop to treetop and sometimes anes a 
hangs upside down like a chickadee. It is associated orange-yellow See. 
with palm trees in its breeding range, most often head 
nesting in them. ‘The breeding male’s orange- black ™~ 
. a aC 
vellow head, black lores and bib, and white back & . 


| long black 
slightly curved 
bill with blue- 
gray base of 
lower mandible 


wing bars are distinctive. There is color orange-yellow 
rump and 
uppertail 
@ coveTTS 


variation in the males of different 
races, ranging from bright orange 
to bright yellow. Juveniles are 
similar to adult females. First ~e black wings with 
2 white wing bars 
and white-edzed 
flight feathers 


spring males resemble 
females but have black 
lores and bib. 

¢ SONG Throaty 
warbled whistles 
interspersed with 


© graduated black tail 
with narrowly white- 
Mippe d outer tail feathers 


‘e orange-yellow 


chatter notes. Call is underparts 
ascending whistled 

wheeat; also series of chatters. pale yellow- 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in green head ¢ long slightly curved 


pairs or small groups. Originally dark gray wings with blue-gray bill 
a riparian species: it now i 2 white wing bars 
a Spats Posten; BOW a and white-edged 


é . FEMALE 
often found around human flicht feathers e 


habitation. Forages in trees olive- 
and bushes. Eats insects and greenish gray 
upperparts 


caterpillars. Uses bill to ingest 
nectar, piercing the flower’s base 
and bypassing its stamens and style, 
thus not acting as a pollinator. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 

Displaying male chases female and bows 

to her from branches. 

e NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Young altricial: pn iatices si. cased 
7 : , to é male @ smaller; shorter 

brooded by female; stay in nest 14 days, fed by both sexes. : bill; wider lower white 


2-3 broods per year. wing bar ® juvenile 
male has smaller bib. 


yellow-green 


underparts : 
—— WINTER 


MALE po 
dark : 
olive tail Similar Birds 


ORCHARD ORIOLE Q 
Female and juvenile 


¢ POPULATION Common in riparian woodland, palm groves, 
arid scrub/mesquite, and around human habitation. West Coast 


range expanding northward 
Flight Pattern 


with planting of palms and 
. 


ornamental landscaping plants. 
Strong rapid direct flight on rapidly 


¢ FEEDERS Bread and fruit; 
also drinks sugar water mixture. 
© CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Common 
cowbird host. 


beating wings. 


Nest Identification 


Sha 
pe FB Location & na ue 
0.9 x 0.7 inches. 


PlUM@E® Sexes differ | "abltatee @ -« .2 Migration Migratory 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Leaves and moss, with lining of moss, grasses, wool, hair, and feathers ® hanging 
from branch, surrounded by Spanish moss or mistletoe, in palm, palmetto, or 


yucca, 12-45 feet above ground ® built by female ¢ 3-5 white, light yellow, or 


pale blue eggs, with dots of gray, brown, and purple; oval to long oval, 


Weight (8 ounce 
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Far ICTERIDAE Species Ieperys pustulatus 


STREAK-BACKED ORIOLE 


Stray Streak-backed Orioles, native to 
Mexico, occasionally make their way traight black 
to southeastern Arizona and southern bill with blue- 
: : TQ) has 10 
California, and at least once have 7 
appeared in eastern Oregon. Juvenile 
males are similar to adult males but black bib & 
duller in color and with indistinct and lores 
streaking on the back. Juvenile females 
are similar to adult females but lack the 
black bib. 
e SONG Full rich melodious warble, roo- — 0&4 orange 
ig : ; underpa;rt: 
chee-roo-roo-chee-roo. Often sings duets, one 
echoing the phrase of another. Variety of 
chatters and call notes, including measured MALE 
series of repeated clear notes, weer, weer. 
weer, weet, weet, NOt rising in pitch like 
the Hooded Oriole’s call. alter welieas: 
¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs orange head 
much of the year. In family sie aieatiliy 
groups following breeding. 
Often associates with 
other orioles. Hides in 
dense vegetation, foraging 
from high to middle 
levels in deciduous trees. 
Eats variety of insects, 
often holding large insects 
down with foot while 
eating. Hawks wasps. 
*Pokes into rotten wood for 
grubs. Eats some aerial 
seeds, flowers, and nectar. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. 
Solitary. 
¢ NESTING Breeding biology 
poorly known. Estimated incubation 
12-14 days by female. Altricial young brooded by =o ale; stay in : | 
nest estimated 12-14 days, fed | +. 2° See 
by both sexes. | broad per vear sia 7s 
¢ POPULATION Cas 
North America in southern 


Length | Wingspan 2 


7.5—9 inches 2-13.5 inches 


10@€T mMandiovle 


olive-ye llow back 
with indistinct 
blackish streakinze 


FEMALE hite wing b | . 
and white edzing JUVENILE 
FEMALE 


Similar Birds 


~~ duller yellow- - 
OTANZE rump | 
Gna underpa’rt. 


alice tat 
OITCE (Gil 


ian ee nt eee a a, nnn een, on ee a 
” 
| 
ay MY . 
\ ot f \ 
™ Ts £ ~ 
t ' ~ pus ah, . \ 
, f “< , Ne wy HH \ 
fi A > SY * ; 
¥ 1 >} ) 
) - 2. & LS Ww 
“ + Sy ~ 
t so 3 20 1 OO . 
= if 
¢ mS “{ ’ C ws 
i ‘ c 
q 
Ce 2 
°-; _ ¢ 
¢ 
¢ 7 
/ 
s 
¢ 
t ~ 
/ 
¢ J / 
J 4 ¢ 
It t 
¢ 
¢ 
¢ 


California and southern Ariz 
© CONSERVATION No 


Swift strong direct flight with rapid speci: il concern. Extent 
wing beats. 


cowbird parasitism unkr \ 


Shape i'w Location & h> ip blue ‘ gos, | 
Vigratior Nont ora | 1.3 , 
() PION 
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Family 1CTERIDAE Species Jryerys galbula | “eP&th 7_8 25 inches | Wingspan 14 2542.5 inches 


BALTIMORE ORIOLE black hood 


| he eastern counterpart ice) Bullock’s Oriole was once and back @ 


thought conspecific with it and called the Northern Oriole. 


It is the state bird of Maryland. The male is the only bright ; : 
, 5 @ straight blue-gray bill 


orange-and-black oriole north of Florida. Some winter with blackish culmen 


along the southeast Atlantic Coast and may find » black upper 
food in backyard feeders and gardens. navrow breast 
Juveniles are similar to females but show white lower 
wing bar @ orange-yellow 


a yellow-orange wash on the head and 
shoulder patch 


breast and grayish to whitish underparts. 


Juvenile males have more orange. black wings with 
white edging to 
feathers e 


MALE 


orange-yellow 


© SONG Disjointed measured 2-note 
underparts and rump 


whistled melodic phrases, some with 
long pauses, Aue-lee, hue-lee, hue-lee. Call 
is rich Awe-/ee. Also a series of rattling 
chatter, Caw-Caw-Caw-Caw-Caw.. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs in 


breeding season. In family groups after FALL FALL 
nesting, although some males remain Rieck ail watth avis IMMATURE IMMATURE 
OGLE TAGy SLES COURS” MALE FEMALE 


solitary. May join mixed foraging yellow patches on distal 
flocks in winter and migration. half of outer tail feathers 


Forages in bushes and trees, 


Tre 1o 1 ve iy “Er? = 
often high in canopy. Eats nit wets Goieunt + BULLOCK’S ORIOLE 
Insects, caterpillars, random black markings —_ Male has bright orange 
aeevies. wind deudis. on head and throat head, underparts, rump, | & 

: ad and outer tail feathers; 


0 / Iz % 
upperparts 


Sips nectar. 
¢ BREEDING 


black crown, nape, eye 
line, throat, wings, and 


P aan > ° . . 
Monogamous. — toe yellow-olive} —c spas tiie a 
Solitary. Displaying lalate Ss juvenile female have 
male spreads tail Orange em = dark grayish eye line; 
and wings, bows underparts yellowish head, throat, 
: ; and breast; grayish 
to female. FEMALE white underparts; 2 thin 


white wing bars; olive- 
O gray crown, nape, and 

upperparts ® first spring 

male resembles adult 
female but shows black 
lores and bib. 


¢ NESTING 

Incubation 12-14 days by 

female. Altricial young brooded by female: 

stay in nest 12-14 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common in deciduous woodlots, riparian 

woodlands, woodland edges and clearings, and around human 
habitation. Uncommon in 

winter in the Southeast. Rare in 

> oo 


the West in migration. 
Swift strong direct flight on rapidly 


‘e belly may have 


grayish wash 


¢ FEEDERS Oranges, peanut 
butter and suet, or nectar. 

¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Infrequent 
cowbird host (may eject eggs). 


beating wings; orange-yellow in dark 


tail flashes during flight. 


Nest Identification 


Shape Pg Location & a> 


Intricately woven from plant fibers, horse hair, yarn, cloth, and string @ lined 
with grass, wool, and hair * hanging from end of drooping branch in deciduous 


tree, rarely in conifer, 25-30 feet above ground (but up to 60 feet) ¢ built by 


female ¢ 4 gravish white or light blue eggs, blotched and scrawled at large end 


with blacks and browns; oval to long oval, 0.9 x 0.61 inches. 


oe Men 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


=a a 


Plumage Sexes differ Weight 1.2 ounces 
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Length 7_8 25 inches | Wingspan 4125-125 inches 


BULLOCK’S ORIOLE <A 


Once considered the same species as the Baltimore Oriole. 

with which it hybridizes in the Great Plains, this bird was 

formerly called the Northern Oriole. The bright orange black cap, 
male differs from other orioles in its face nape, bib, and 
pattern and in its large white wing eye stripe 
patches that flash in flight. 
¢ SONG Measured 

clear whistled 
single and 
double notes 
with some gruff 


Specles [eperys bullockii 


VV [CTERIDAE 


straight blue-gray 
bill with blackish 


culmen 


a black back 
black tail with orange 
outer tail feathers MALE 


‘\ orange face 


or scratchy notes. orange 
Has rough nasal call of rum| . . 

8 ; : P Ne black wings with 
cheah, given singly or in orange large white patch and 
series. Also has a loud rattle. underparts edging to feathers 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs 
during breeding season. In small family 
groups after nesting. Pairs spend much 
time together and both will attack 


gray legs 
and feet 


predators. Noisy and conspicuous. olive-brown 

Frequents river valley and dusky crown and FIRST SPRING 

agricultural areas. Forages eye line a "Pe yellow face, throat, Pes Nias age a 
6 : fees olive-brown “ and breast ee 


» in trees and bushes. Sips 
nectar. Eats insects, 
caterpillars, berries, 
and fruit. 

. *BREEDING 

. Monogamous; 

| also solitary. 

~@ NESTING 


back and wings 


Similar Birds 


BALTIMORE ORIOLE 
Male has hooded 


blackish 
brown wings 
with 2 white 
wing bars 


appearance due to more 


olive tail extensive black on head 


and throat; orange 


upper wing bar; white 


lower wing bar; orange 


Incubation 12-14 days FEMALE buffy gray belly and distal half to outer tail 
! by female. Young altricial:; rump, Sometimes feathers ® female shows 


washed yellow-orange various degrees of 


brooded by female; stay in nest 


slack, olive, and orange 
12-4 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. pes a nas 
¢ POPULATION Common in open areas with shade trees and REDS eelnoe Orem ae 
in foothill oak forests. Uncommon in winter in southern ee 
California; casual vagrant to the East in migration and winter. — _& 
e FEEDERS Suet, sliced I | 
orange, and nectar water. ¢ rea 
¢ CONSERVATION by | 
Neotropical migrant. Frequent — wo | 
host to cowbird parasitism. art 
:. | | ) ) Range increasing near man- Y- H 
Swift strong direct flight with rapid made watercourses planted with | ack 


wing beats. 
shrubs and trees. 


and hair * hanging from end of branch 
6—15 feet above ground ® bial 


clump of mistletoc 


from male @ 4-5 light blue or pale gray eggs witl 


1 | ’ ’ ,Y 
scrawled with purplish black line; 01 il to lon \ 


Shape x Location & i 


Weight 1 


l 


‘lumage Sexes differ Habitat ®. % 9.9 _ | Maration \ 2 ounce 


PATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family [CTERIDAE 


Wingspan 1013.5 inches 


Length 7 5_9 inches 


SpeCles Jeyerys parisorum 


SCOTT’S ORIOLE 


Lhis subtropical bird, ranging from central Mexico into 
black hood 
and ba b 


southwestern North America, sings constantly during the 


day in semidesert areas. It intricately weaves a nest, like 
many orioles, and often sews it onto yucca leaves or 


lemon-yellow 


in a Joshua tree. ‘The male is distinctive with a 
shoulde r patch e 


bright lemon-yellow rump and underparts and 
a black hood. Juveniles are similar to adult 
females but lack the black on head and 

chest. Immature males resemble adult white edging to 
females but have more black on the flight feathers @ 
head and chest. he biology of this 


@ straight black 
bill with blue- 
gray base to 
lower mandible 


black wings with 2 
white wing barse 


© black 


Pee fins: hy upper breast 
species is poorly known. 


e SONG Various rich whistled 
phrases, suggesting Western 
Meadowlark. Call is grating shack. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in 
pairs during breeding 
season. In small re ee Se 


groups after nesting. often mottled blackish, 


Sings often from giving mC apa © pte — 
" ON DACR 


lemon-yellow 
underparts 


© black tail with 
yellow basal halt 10 


outer tail feathers 


MALE 


conspicuous perch and 


olive-gray 


orages In open among 
forages In open among ® upperparts 


dusky 


shrubs, trees, yucca, and 
: cheeks 


agave. Eats insects and 
fruits. Uses bill to probe greenish 
for nectar in flowers of — Je//ow 
cactl, agave, yucca, and eis aia 
other desert plants. 

¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous. Solitary. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 


FIRST SPRING 


dark brown wings with 2 
: , So MALE 


2 white wing bars 


HOODED ORIOLE Q 
Immature, juvenile, and 


female ¢ 2 narrow white 
wing bars; unstreaked 


FEMALE 


back; lacks suggestion 
bb 


yellowish rump J we : of hood; olive tail lacks j 
12-14 days by female. and uppertail alive tail with ¢ 7 yellow base to outer tail 
Altricial young brooded by coverts yellowish basal halves feathers ¢ black bib and 
P fan) P, 


Bsc al as. eieate S 5% ee to outer tail feathers lores of immature male 
female; stay in nest 14 days, saiisla minis aactceel 


fed by both sexes. 2 broods per year. than on immature male 
Scortt’s Oriole. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common in arid and semiarid habitats, 
palm oases, and oak-juniper and riparian woodlands. Uncommon in 
winter in southern California; 
casual in East to Louisiana and 
the western Great Lakes states. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Rare host 
to cowbird parasitism. Breeding 
habitat lost to development. 


Swift strong direct flight on rapidly 


beating wings, often close to the ground. 


Yucca leaf fibers and grasses ® lined with hair, grasses, and fine plant fibers 


¢ attached to dried yucca leaves or in Joshua tree, oak-junipers, or riparian 
tree ® usually 4-20 feet above ground ¢ built by female ¢ 24 light blue 


eggs, splotched and dotted with grays, blacks, and reddish browns; oval to 


Shape 9 Location gay a ie 


long oval, 0.94 x 0.67 inches. 


Migration \4 igratory 


DATE __ so TIME LOCATION 


Habitat. >} 2 @& Weight 1.3 ounces 


| Plumage Sexes differ 
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ON sss 


Family FRINGILLIDAE 


BRAMBLING 
‘This Eurasian native occasionally makes 
visits during migration to the western 
islands of Alaska. It is casual in the fall and 
winter across coastal and southern Canada 
and the northern US to California. Females 
are similar to males in fresh fall plumage 

but are duller in color with an olive-brown 
head and back. Winter males have orange- 
buff shoulders and chests, a white shoulder 
bar, and black spotting on the flanks. In 
flight the long white wing stripe and white 
rump are distinctive. Juveniles are similar 

to adult females but are paler with heavier 
streaking on the back. 

e SONG Bold grating dzsweeeeee. Flight call 
is nasal check-check-check. Call is harsh rweerk. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs while 
nesting, but in flocks for rest of year; joins 
mixed foraging flocks in winter. Forages in 
trees, bushes, and on ground. Eats seeds and 
insects in summer; seeds in winter. Nests 

in northern forests with birch 
trees. Winters in woodlands 
and weedy fields. 


* BREEDING ny 
Monogamous. crown 


Stays in pairs. 

¢ NESTING 
_ Incubation 

11-12 days by 
female. Young 
altricial; brooded by 
female; stay in nest 
11-13 days, fed by both 

sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Rare to casual 


brownish orange 
shoulder patches, 
throat, and breast 


except western islands in Bering Sea, where it 1s fairly common tin 
spring migration; has nested at 


Somewhat bounding flight with rapid 
wing beats alternating with brief periods 


of wings pulled to sides 


Jumage Sexes differ Habitat \ 9.9 - © al —_ 


1) TIME _ 


Species Fringil/a montifringilla 


buff 


] 
flan 


bla 


olive-brown head 
© and back 


FEMALE 


California. 
® FEEDERS Will con 


feeders for sunflo\ 


Length 


a =~ \A ——— = 
5.5-6.25 inches | “span g 5_10 inches 


OTANLE SAOULAET 


patches, 
» @ dnd breast 


throat 


ew hla f median 
coverts bordered 
-white 

ks with 

k spottinge 


flanks, and ~ 
undertail 
coverts ee 


LAWDNY OTANLE / j 
wing bar and whit 
@ upper wing 


j / , , I, 
deeply notchea 


Dlack tat 


@ blackish st 
j i. 
On FLANKS 


least once on Attu Island 
Scattered fall and winter recor % 
from coast to coast 1n souther! 


Canada and northern US to 
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SPECIES 7 vycosticte tephrocotis 


GRAY-CROWNED ROSY-FINCH black patch on forehead | 


and forecrown 


Family FRINGILLIDAE Length 5 75_6 inches | Wingspan 9-9.5 inches 


Fly ing in large flocks, these birds sometimes migrate as far 
as the Great Plains during the winter months. Like all 
Rosy-Finches, during nesting season these birds bieck 
develop a gular pouch in the upper throat with an bill 
opening to the floor of the mouth, which helps 

them carry large amounts of seeds to their pinkish wings 
young. These birds inhabit barren rocky and rump ® 
places nestled among glaciers or above 
timberline in montane subalpine 

tundra. Populations living on the 8/<e7y gray 
Pribilof and Aleutian islands laa ak 
are larger, darker, and 
show more gray on their 
faces than continental 
forms. Females are 
similar but not as 

pink on the wings 

and body as males. 

The black bills of 
adults become yellow in 
winter. Juveniles are gray-brown. 


dark 
brown back 


pinkish © 


underparts 


JUVENILE 


Similar Birds 


BLACK ROSY-FINCH 


el . 
e) Dark blackish brown 
back, head, throat, and 


breast; rosy pink rump, 


¢ SONG Long series of high chirps, similar to that of a House 
Sparrow chorus. Has calls of high lisping chew, an abrasive perv, 
and a high-pitched peenr. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. Lives in flocks and loose colonies all 


year. Males weakly territorial. Forages in shrubs, grasses, and on Wing peleh. ane 


underparts; black 
forehead and forecrown; 
gray head band ® only 
in the West. 


ground, hunting in crevices, among rocks, around tundra and 
snow pools, and along glaciers. Walks rather than hops. Eats 
mostly seeds but actively takes insects, sometimes hawking 
them in flight. In many populations, males greatly outnumber 
females, and competition during courtship can be vigorous. 
Mountain populations descend to lower elevations in winter. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Female chooses 
territory while male follows and defends her from other birds. 


BROWN-CAPPED 
ROSY-FINCH 

Dark brown cap; rich 
brown back, nape, face, 
throat, and chest; 
reddish pink 

. ; : i a underparts, wing patch, 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Young altricial; rump and uppertail 
brooded by female; stay in nest 16—22 days, fed by both sexes. coverts western range. 
1 brood in the mountains; 2 broods elsewhere. 


e POPULATION Common 
Flight Pattern 


O 
ps 


and widespread in Alaska and 
northwestern Canada. Locally 
common on alpine tundra over 
remaining range. Casual in 
winter to the Midwest and 
southern California; accidental 
to Ontario, Quebec, and Maine. 


Somewhat bounding flight with several 


rapid wing beats alternating with brief 


period of wings pulled to sides. 


Nest Identification 


Shape qy Location ee /a\ 


Grass, rootlets, lichen, and moss, lined with fine grass, plant down, and 


occasionally feathers ¢ in ridges of rocks and cliffs, sometimes in cave or eave of 


building ® built by female ¢ 4-5 white eggs, occasionally dotted with reddish 


Weight (jndetermined 5 


brown; short pyriform, 0.9 x 0.61 inches. 


Habitat, Le Migration Some migrate 


DATE _ - TIME LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes differ 


BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA e 715 


Species 7 eucosticte atrata | L€n8th 6 inches Wingspan 9 5 inches 


BLACK ROSY-FINCH a 


Making its summer home in the central Rocky Mountains, 
this bird has the darkest plumage of all the Rosy-Finches. 
It constantly communicates and jabbers with numerous 
chirping calls similar to those of other Rosy-Finches and 
like the twittering choruses of House Sparrows. 

Juveniles are similar to adult females but have a paler blackish brown 
lilac-gray coloration overall, darker on the overall 
upperparts, with a brown wash on the tips of the 
body feathers. ‘They lack the gray cap and the 
pink coloration of the adults. The bills of 
adults change from black in summer to 
yellow with a black tip in winter. 

¢ SONG No true song. Has 3 call 

notes: sharp per7, high piercing 
peent, and chirping chew. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. 

In flocks all year, except 
for short breeding 


Family FRINGILLIDAE 


silvery gray = 
band on head e 


black 


lore head 


EXTENSIVE 
pink on wt 
and rump 


106 
(3 <A 


extensive pink on 


; ; underparts 
season when in palrs. 
When fledged young smaller paler 
ad ae silvery gray band 
oD ioe ecueahaany on head smaller patches of 


pink on wings and 


Sf» Trump 
4 


flocks form again. 
Forages in shrubs, 
grasses, Crevices, 
snowfields, and on 
ground. Eats 


seeds; also insects blackish 
gray overall 


BROWN-CAPPED 
ROSY-FINCH 
Dark brown cap; rich 


brown back, nape, face, 
throat, and chest: 


\ a redadis ) 
» smaller patches of reddish pink 


in summer. During z pink on underparts cea ae 
nesting develops gular sac FEMALE bhi Aig it tia 
@ = covert 


in upper throat to help carry 
food to young. In winter roosts in buildings, wells, caves, cliff 
swallow nests, and other shelters. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Loosely colonial. Female selects 


GRAY-CROWNED 
ROsY-F INCH } 
Dark brown back; gray 


head with black patel 


territory while male follows and defends her from other males. i oie : wer 
¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; leave nest at 16—20 days, fed by both sexes __wings._ : 
for additional 2 weeks. 1 brood per year. r aes ans 
® POPULATION Uncommon Sat Saki 
and local in alpine tundra in iy oe 
summer; lower on mountain 
slopes in winter to valleys. : 
Casual in winter to Arizona \. 
California, New Mexico, eastern | yh. 


Swift somewhat bounding flight with 


: Oregon, and eastern Montan 
rapid wing beats alternating with brief ‘ 


; =e ‘cident; hac 
periods of wings pulled to sides. Accidental in Ohio 


Grass and moss, with 


rock or cliff, somet 


e4 5 plain vhite eu 


Shape @ Location i (a ai 
i] s 


mage Sexes differ | Habitat gi ? ~ [inttaration » ¥ | Weight 4.9 gunce 
lumage Sexes differ Habitat 4 iz fa Migrator I 


ATE i | rs LOCATIOINN 
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Species 7 eycysticte australis | ©°8" 6 inches 


BROWN-CAPPED ROSY-FINCH 


[hese birds roost in winter with other species of Rosy-Finches, 

totaling as many as a thousand birds in old mud nests of Cliff ~~ 

Swallows or in crevices of cliffs. A bird of high mountain ha 
blackish 


subalpine tundra, mainly in the Colorado Rockies, it is brown forehead 


and crown 


Family FRINGILLIDAE 


reluctant to leave its high altitudes, even in winter, 
migrating down the siopes often no farther than 
the five-thousand-foot level. Females are drab 
brown with a wash of red on the lesser wing 
coverts and rump. Juveniles are similar to 
females but lack pink on the shoulders 

and rump. The bills of all adults are eXTENST: 
black in summer and yellow with Pee 
| a black up in winter. 

e SONG Twittering warbled 
canary-like song, given in 
circling courtship flight by 
male. Has various calls, 
including a harsh pey/-a- 
weer, given upon taking — black-tinged 
flight or in flight, a chew. forehead and 
and a peent. CLES 
e BEHAVIOR Tame and = One drab brown 
| trusting. Gregarious. Lives : > en 
in flocks most of vear. 

Solitary or in pairs during 
breeding season: flocks 

| reform as soon as young 
independent. Forages on 
ground. Eats seeds but takes 
some insects in summer. Male 
and female develop gular pouches 


7 —s 
. f ; iE : 9 irons ~ Dark blackish brown 
in upper throat during nesting season 1 forked dark fash, teen, eheove and 
brown tail ; a pa : 


1h brown 


MALE 


pinkish-edged 
blackish brown 
wing feathers 


Ted rumpe 


© extensive pinkish 
red belly, flanks, and 
undertail coverts 


GRAY-CROWNED 
ROSY-FINCH 

Dark brown back; gray 
head patch with black 
patch on forehead and 
forecrown: pinkish 

underparts, rump, and 


Wings. 


FEMALE 


BLACK ROSY-FINCH 


to help Carry food to voung. breast; rosy pink rump, 
wing patch, and 
underparts; black 
forehead and forecrown; 
gray head band. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Colonial. Female selects territory 

while male follows and fights off other birds. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Young altricial: 

brooded by female: stay in nest 16—22 days, fed by both sexes. 
Young tended by both sexes, 


Flight Pattern staying in family groups until 
| fall migration. 1 brood per vear. 

| | & af ~~ A af ee ¢ POPULATION F arly 
* | common and local in subalpine 


tundra in summer; winters In 
. canyons, foothills, fields, and 
near human habitation. 


| \foss, grass, weeds, and rootlets, with lining of fur, hair, and feathers ¢ in ridges 
of cliffs, in rock crevices, or sometimes in cave or under eaves of building ¢ built q 

male ¢ 3-5 plain white eggs: ovate pyriform, 0.85 x 0.61 inches. 

My 


Weight (9.9 ounce 


| Plumage 


Migration Migratory 


DATE : TIME LOCATION 


Sexes differ Habitat 6 oo. af a 


| 


»some fruits, and insects. Male 
» feeds female as part of courtship 
| fitual. Mostly sedentary, not often 


similar to that of the Purple Finch. Call 
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PINE GROSBEAK 


| The largest of the grosbeaks makes its home in 
coniferous forests with an abundance of fruiting 
shrubs and trees. This stout, tame bird is easily 
approached and may allow itself to be touched 
by human hands. Like many in the finch 
family, the male and female develop gular 2 white wing bars. 
pouches during nesting season to transport = S@letimes with 
food to nestlings. Except for populations iat al 
in the mountains of several western states 

and some in New England forests, most gy, -g;-4 --jpox 
of its range is north of the US-Canada with white edzing 
border. Irruptive flights in some winters “erttals 
bring birds into the northeastern pia cite 
states. Juveniles resemble adult primaries cat 
females but are duller, with washes secondaries 
of dull yellow on the head, back, 
and rump instead of the female's 
yellowish or reddish coloring. 


© SONG Brief clear musical warble. 


MALE 


is whistled pews, pews, pewi. Alarm note 
is chee-ult. 

e BEHAVIOR Solitary or in pairs 
during nesting season. Tame. ana d pir 
Gregarious. Forms large flocks soon to flight feathers @ 
after juveniles become independent. 
Forages on ground and in trees. 
‘Eats mainly seeds; also takes buds. 


moving south of southernmost breeding ranges in winter. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 
® NESTING Incubation 13-15 days by female. Young altricial; brooded by 


female; stay in nest 13—20 days, fed by both sexes. 1 brood per year. RUSSET 

© POPULATION Fairly common in open coniferous forests and along VARIANT 

edge of forest. Winters in mixed coniferous-deciduous woodlands, | % RS | 
| ~ Cade 


deciduous forests. second 
growth, and in shade trees in 


wry? 
¥ 


villages and in suburbs. 
e FEEDERS Seeds. . 
¢ CONSERVATION | s rg! 


: bet J , | \ #4 i “¢ 
“Fr ; of habitat due | 
ieee ed welill acta OF rapid Vulnerable to loss of habitat due 
wing beats alternating with brief periods to logging operations : 
of wings drawn to sides. a 


oP ay = tocallon oy, ae 


“sail 
e WeigM 2 () ounces 


— 


ATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family FRINGILLIDAE 


PURPLE FINCH 


‘The male is easy to identify by its raspberry- 
colored plumage, brightest on the head, 
rump, and chest. Foraging in winter 
flocks, these birds depend on 

feeders when food supplies are 


scarce. Juveniles are similar 
to adult females; both have 
two white wing bars. 

e SONG Rapid high- 
pitched rising and falling 
warble. Late winter/early 
spring males may sing in 
chorus. Call is chur-/ee. Flight 
notes are sharp /wck or pit. 
¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or 
IN pairs in nesting season. 
Male sings from exposed 
perch. Gregarious, tame. In 
flocks after breeding; joins 
mixed-species foraging 
flocks in winter with 
siskins and goldfinches. 


Species Carpodacus purpureus | ©P8 5.56.25 inches | Wingspan 9 25_10.5 inches 


brown 
malar 
mark 


grayish white 


" 


bright rosy MALE 
red head onal 

7 rosy 

AD supercilium 


rosy red plumage with 
brown streaking on 
» back and crown 


pinkish edging to 
wings and 2 pinkish 


brown loral & 
wi loral _e® white wing bars 


mask extending ve 
onto aurtculars 


<< bright rosy 
= \ red rump 
cy white belly and 


undertaul coverts 


brown loral mask 
extending onto 
auriculars 


whitish eye line 

brown-gray upperparts 

with whitish streaks 

Pee. ae 

Similar Birds 
CASSIN’S FINCH OC" 
Longer bill with 


zt . underparts straighter culmen; nape 
Forages in trees and ons dcacans often slightly crested | 
hopping on grou nd. Eats streaking gray-brown back; wings 


seeds; some fruits, insects, 
and caterpillars in summer. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Male displays by dancing around 
female and vigorously flapping his wings until he ascends to a 


foot above the ground. 


¢ NESTING Incubation about 13 days by female. Altricial 
young brooded by female; stay in nest 14 days, fed by both 


sexes. 1-2 broods per year. 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common in open coniferous and mixed 
coniferous-deciduous forests, in forest edge, and in suburbs; in 
Pacific states, in oak canyons and lower mountain slopes. 


Declining in the East. 


e¢ FEEDERS Millet and sunflower seeds. 


Flight Pattern 


Swift bounding flight with rapid wing 


beats alternating with brief periods of 
wings pulled to body. 


Nest Identification 


Shape egy 


Location gy. boi 


deeply 


; edged with pale pink; 
notched tail ee 


long primary projection; 
streaked undertail 


FEMALE 


} 
coverts; distinct streaks | 
on sides and flanks 
* western range. 
HOUSE FINCH & 
Slender not chunky; 
less pointed bill with | 
decurved culmen; | 

| 


indistinct facial pattern; 
brighter red on crown, 
rump, throat, and 
breast; dusky streaked 
underparts; squared tail. 


¢ CONSERVATION 
Uncommon cowbird host. 
Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 
logging. Decrease in New 
England due to competition 
with House Sparrow; recent 
declines in East suggest same 
with House Finch. 


‘Twigs, weeds, rootlets, strips of bark, and string, with lining of moss, soft grasses, 
moss, and hair @ on branch or in fork of tree, 640 feet above ground ¢ built by 
female ¢ 3-5 pale green-blue eggs, marked with black and brown; oval to short 
oval, 0.8 x 0.57 inches. 


ee 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat ge @® A me Migration Northern birds migrate | We'8ht 1.2 ounces 
£ 


DATE TIME LOCATION , 
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JGILLIDAE 


CASSIN’S FINCH 


Inhabiting the coniferous mountain forests of the 
West, these birds move in autumn with their 
young to lower elevations for the winter. 


rosy red 


: and breast 
Females have pale coloring and streaked ; 
j aaa ‘ MOWN- 
undertail coverts that help distinguish them anne ae abe 
from other similar finches. In summer, this and back 


bird occurs at higher elevations than the 
Purple and House Finches. Juveniles 
closely resemble adult females 
¢ SONG Long rich warbling, 
variable in pattern and length. 
Calls are clear cheep, cheep, cheep 
and kee-up, and a 3-syllabled 
flight note of tee-dee-yip. 

| ¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or 

| in pairs during nesting 

| season; forms family 

| groups after breeding. 

| Gregarious and tame. 

Forages on ground and 

| high in trees; eats conifer 

> seeds and buds, some 
insects in summer. 

| Frequents salt licks 

| and gathers at salted 

| roadsides in winter. 

| Nests in different 

} sites each year. 

“e BREEDING 

_ Monogamous. 

| Semicolonial. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 
12-14 days by female. Young altricial; brooded by female; stay 
in nest 14 days, fed by both sexes. 2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Fairly common in high montane open 

| coniferous forests. In winter in deciduous woodlands, brushy 


rosy red 
rump 


whitish 
supercilium 


gray upperparts 
with dusky 
streaking 
deeply 
notched 
tail 


white undertail 
coverts with 


white underparts : 
p brown streaking 


with narrower 


dusky streaking FEMALE 


scrublands, and second growth. Casual in winter to the West Coast 


and east to Minnesota, 


e FEEDERS Seeds. 
¢ CONSERVATION 
Neotropical migrant. Rare 
Swift bounding flight with rapid wing 


beats alternating with brief periods of 
wings pulled to sides. 


of habitat due to logging. 


Twigs, weeds, rootlets, ind strips of 


ground © built by female * 4—6 blue-gre 


Location it 


Shape wy 


concentrated on larger end 


TIME 


LOCATION 


Length 6 inches 


head, throat, 


Oklahoma, and central ‘Texas. 


cowbird host. Vulnerable to loss 


bark, 


hair © sometimes decorated with lichen * on 
n cree 


ube Ihiprs il to 


Wingspan g 75 inches 


conspicuous red | 
crown patch 


-—> large 
straight bill 


indistinct brownish 
auriculars and 
submustachial mark 


dark brown wings 
with 2 pinkish white 
wing bars, pinkish i 
coverts, and pinkish- 
edged flight feathers 


white 


brown-streaked 
Hanks and undertail 
coverts 


PURPLE FINCH 
More distinct whitish 


.~ eyebrow and 


submustachial stripe; 


bill is shorter and more 


Q curved; lacks streaking 
on undertail coverts; 


crown does not contrast 


with nape and face 
e sides of male are not 


distinctly streaked. 


HOUSE FINCH 
‘ . 
a Smaller; more slender 
A “ posture; less pointed 


. bill; squared tail; red on 


crown does not contrast 


with nape and face 


® male shows redder 


throat and breast 


© female shows more 


brown underparts 


with lining 


of fiber oft eras ind 


branch of tree 10 Of 


dotted with brow 


long subelliptical, 0.8 x 0 


| 
sa | 


aaa Norther! m birds migrat ite | Weight 0. 9 ounce 
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Family FRINGILLIDAE Sp 


HOUSE FINCH 


Originally confined to the West, this finch 
was called a Linnet and introduced as a 
cage bird on Long Island, New York, in 
the 1940s. It became abundant in the 
East, surpassing the House Sparrow. 
‘Loday, it is among the most widely 
distributed songbird species in North 
America. It often feeds with the 

Purple Finch, especially in winter. 

Some male variants are orange or 


head 


yellow instead of red. Juveniles unde 


resemble adult females. 

e SONG Varied rich high- 
pitched scratchy warble 
composed chiefly of 3-note 
phrases; many end with rising 
inflections. Both sexes sing, 
but male’s song 1s longer, 
more complex, and more 
frequent. Call is nasal chee 
or chee-wheer; in flight a 
sharp nasal yee-ah. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary 
or in pairs during nesting 
season. Gregarious. Forms 


streaked 


2 NATTO’ 
whitish buff 


wing bars 


~ hrown-streaked 
whitish buff 


underparts 


small family groups when young become independent. Larger 
foraging flocks in winter may join with other finches. Actively 
forages on ground, in fields, and in suburban areas. Eats mostly 
seeds but in summer takes insects and fruits. Drinks maple sap. 
Males are conspicuous and sing often. Studies indicate that the 
redder the male’s plumage, the more desirable he is to females. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female. Altricial young 
brooded by female; stay in nest 11-19 days, fed by both sexes. 


1—3 broods per year. 


¢ POPULATION Abundant over much of North America in a 


wide variety of habitats, from arid scrub, wooded 


fields, and open woodlands to 
suburban yards and urban areas. 
e FEEDERS Thistle, millet, 
sunflower, and other seeds. 

® CONSERVATION Rare 
cowbird host in the West; fairly 
common host in the East. 


Swift somewhat bounding flight with 
rapid wing beats alternating with brief 


periods of wings pulled to sides. 


} Peeetian b>. a rma if 


Plumage Sexes differ | Habitat Ly oe A Migration Some migrate | We'8M 0.7 ounce 


DATE TIME 


bright red 
10 OFaNgE 
bib and 
front of 


MALE 


brown-streaked 
rparts 


grayish brown- 


upperparts 


F 


‘Twigs, grass, leaves, rootlets, bits of debris, and feathers ¢ in tree hollow, cactus, 
on ground, under eaves of building, in bird boxes, abandoned nests, shrub, tree, 
etc. ® built by female ¢ 2-6 light blue eggs, spotted with lilac and black, often 

concentrated at larger end; oval to long oval, 0.8 x 0.57 inches. 


= 


_® brown cap 


fl 


brown upperparts 
with paler brown 
streaking 


2 narro® white 
wing bars 


squared — 
tail ‘a 


RS 


ORANGE 
VARIANT MALE 


. —E——E 
PURPLE FINCH @ 
Chunkier; notched tail; 
distinct rosy eyebrow 


and submustachial 
stripe; white crissum 
lacks streaking; crown 
does not contrast with 
face and nape ® male 
shows raspberry-red on 
head, breast, and rump. 


EMALE 


CASSIN’S FINCH 
Larger; notched tail; 
long straight bill; nape 
often slightly crested; 
bright red crown; pale 
pink-edged wings; 
streaked undertail 
coverts; distinct 
streaking on sides and 
flanks ® western range. 


canyons, cultivated 


LOCATION 
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eal Loxia c a Length 5.5-6.5 inches | WiNesPan 10_10.75 inches 


- RED CROSSBILL 


| Crossbills take their name from the overlapping tips 

of the upper and lower mandibles. A resident of 

evergreen forests, they insert the crossed 

mandibles into conifer cones, forcing the 

scales apart while the tongue scoops the 

seed into the mouth. Nestlings have 

straight mandibles that cross gradually about 

three weeks out of the nest. Having abundant 
food year-round, this species begins nesting as 

early as January. Juveniles have weakly crossed 

} mandibles, gray-olive upperparts heavily 

} streaked dark brown, dark brown-streaked 
whitish underparts with yellowish wash, and 
buff-yellow rump. Subspecies of this bird vary 
in size, bill size, and vocalizations and may 7 
represent up to nine separate species. whitish ay 

center to belly 

| © SONG Series of 2-note phrases followed 

_ by trilled warble, /7/7, itt, jitt, jit, jliaa-jiiaa- 

| jitaaaaa. Calls vary among subspecies. 
© BEHAVIOR In pairs during breeding dusky black 
season. Gregarious in small to large flocks?” “\ gg 
most of year. Forages primarily in conifers, 

“some on ground. Eats mostly seeds; also 

- insects and caterpillars. Clings under 

+ branches and cones chickadee-like or 

) crawls across limbs and cones like a 

» small parrot, using bill and feet. Eats 

. bits of mortar and is attracted to salt licks and to 
winter salt on the sides of roadways. Individuals and 

1 "flocks fly high and are generally detected by their flight calls. 

| ¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. Displaying male flies 
_above female, vibrating wings and delivering flight song as he 

) soars in circles overhead. 

) ¢ NESTING Incubation 12-18 days by female. Altricial young 

brooded by female; stay in nest 15-20 days, fed by both sexes. 

1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Fairly common in conifers and mixed forests. 

Wanderers, often depend on 

cone crop. Irruptive flights to 

Gulf states some winters. 

e FEEDERS Sunflower seeds. 

© CONSERVATION 

Vulnerable to habitat loss duc to 


‘RINGILLIDAE 


MALE 


dusky wings 
with reddish 
edging 


mandibles 
crossed at tips 


short notched 
dusky black 
fail 


brick-red 
overall 


dark undertail 
coverts with 
whitish edging 


dusky buff- 
yellow overall 


es 


WHITE-WINGED 
CROSSBILL 
White wing bars tn all 


seasons ® male pinkish 
red overall © female has 
dusky mottled olive 
yellow upperparts; 


yellow rump; grayish 


underparts with 


yellowish wash 


Swift bounding flights, sometimes high ; : 
above ground, on rapidly beating wings logging operations. 
with brief periods of wings pulled to sides. 


| Twigs, pieces of bark, grass, and rootlets, with lining of finer grasses, feather 


t from trunk, 6—40 feet abo round 


otted with bre n 


4 fur, hair, and moss ® on tree bran h far ou 


© built by female ¢ 3-4 light green or blue eggs sp 


Shape @ Location D> 


oval to long oval, 0.8 x 0.58 tn 


| - 
— ————-— 
i 


a ——— 
| migration Nonmigratory Weight 1.4 ounces 


Habitat 9,¢ 


TIME___ as LOCATION 
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{ 


Family FRINGILLIDAE Spectes J gxia leucoptera | “€8Y 66.75 inches | WiN€sPan 9 5_10,5 inches! 


1 


WHITE-WINGED CROSSBILL 


I’ requenting a northern range, White-winged 


bright pink 
overall 


Crossbills rarely are observed in large numbers 


in the US, except during food shortages 
and periods of overpopulation. Males are 
bright pink with a dusky band on the 
lower back, but plumage pales during 


2 bold broad 


white wing bars 


winter months. Juveniles resemble adult 


females but are buffy tan overall with black wings 


heavy brown streaking. and tail 


N wy: . MALE 
© SONG Vigorous musical warbles and 
chatters, swees, sweet, sweet, on different whitish center 
pitches and often issued during display 10 belly @—— 


flight on hovering wings. Call is rapid 
harsh repetitive series of if-chif-chif 
notes and plaintive pees. yellowish wash 
. r ’ : rp on head. nape 
@ 7HAV ee : é ; 
BEI LAV IOR Gregarious. lame. buck, und Praasbe 
In pairs during nesting season ; 


from early winter to spring. black wings with 
2 broad white 
wing bars 


white 
undertaul 
COVETTS 


Forages in small flocks most ich all 
grayish olive 


of year. Principal diet is overall 
conifer seeds; also eats seeds 

from other trees, weeds, FEMALE 
grasses, and sunflowers. ‘lakes 


dusky streaks 
and mottling 
some insects. Attracted to salt 
licks and salt on surfaces of 
winter highways. Like Red 
Crossbill, uses mandible tips to 


© notched black tail 
RED CROSSBILL 


spread cone scales while removing seed hale bricked even 


with tongue. Climbs over branches parrotlike using feet and bill. dark brownish black 
® BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. em, Wings without witkg easy 
_ ; : ; ¢ female has dusky 
¢ NESTING Breeding biology poorly known. Incubation yellow upperparts with 
12-14 days by female. Altricial young brooded by female; stay in gies dusky mottling; yellow 
ose ie d Soa i ‘ ; brownish black 
nest estimated 15-20 days. Both sexes regurgitate milky seed ee 
: a. ‘ : : wings lack wing bars; 
pulp mixture to nestlings. 1 brood per year. cd dull yellow underparts 
® POPULATION Fairly common but erratic in conifer and lack streaking or 


mottling. 


mixed coniferous-deciduous forests. Irregular wanderer; 

irruptive southward migration dependent on cone seed crops. 
Western populations expanding 

Flight Pattern range southward. 

¢ FEEDERS Sunflower seeds. 

© CONSERVATION 

Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 

Swift bounding flight with rapidly beating logging operations. Heavy 

wings alternating with brief periods of mortality in winter due to traffic 

wings pulled to sides. on salted roadways. 


Nest Identification Grass, bark, lichen, moss, and hair ¢ lined with twigs and weeds ® on 
horizontal tree limb far out from trunk, 3-70 feet above ground ¢ built by 


female ¢ 3—5 whitish to pale blue-green eggs with brown and lavender spotting 


Shape wy Location a> 


at larger end; oval to long oval, 0.86 x 0.62 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat 9 9.¢ @, Migration Nonmigratory | We'€" 1.0 ounce 


DATE TIME LOCATION 
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amily FRINGILLIDAE Species Carduelis flammea |“€P8 55.5 inches | WiNEspan g 95.9 inches 


COMMON REDPOLL a. 


a 1 1 : red or | 
his finch is most commonly observed in the tundra, ae | 
but during some winters, foraging flocks migrate to MALE 2 ap | | 


southern Canada and the northern US. It is a 
tame bird that allows close approach and _,.. : 

3 : rt whitish overall with 
does not fight over territory. The best jeavy brown streaking 
field mark is the red to orange cap on nape and back @ 
and black chin combined with the 
streaked rump, uppertail coverts, 


sharp conical bill is 
buff with black tip 


Se black chin 


bright rose-pink 
breast and sides 


sides, and crissum. Although Bizbh Deven 
primarily nonmigratory, the wings with 2 narrow 


northern populations do migrate. white wing bars 


e SONG Trills, then bubbling 
twittering including c/i/ notes 
of flight song, a rattling cir 
chit-chit-chit. Call is swee-ee-et. 

| @ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. 
‘Tame. Lives in flocks all 
year. Loosely territorial or 


notched WINTER 


nonterritorial, with blackish tail MALE 
: 2 Z dark brown streaks 
breeding pairs nesting on sides, flanks, and 
close to one another. brown hindcrown undertail coverts 
Forages chickadee- and nape F 
5 . . Y, : UnNGEe- 
like, clinging to 2 narrow dap ee "BE 
branch tips and white wingbars WINTER 


FEMALE 


Similar Birds 


weed tops for seeds, 
mainly from birches, 
alders, willows, and 
weeds. Also forages on blackish 
ground for weed and brown 
i grass seeds. Eats notched tail 


insects during summer. 


a HOARY REDPOLI 
's ® Paler frostier body; 
-“_“_ slightly smaller bill; 


faint, minimal, or absent 


streaking on rump, 


sides, flanks, and 


whitish overall 


crissum ® male's breast 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. FEMALE eich broasn sorenting 
Solitary to loose colonial. 

¢ NESTING Incubation 10-11 days by female. Young altricial; 
brooded by female; stay in nest 9-14 days, fed mostly by 

female, but sometimes by male and by additional male helpers. 
1-2 broods per year. 


is generally a paler pink 


and ts restricted to 


sides, but pink may be 


absent in winter 


plumage 


e¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common, breeding in tundra 
scrub, scrubby areas, and 
subarctic forest. Winters in 


brushy areas. Irregular in the 
US south of Canada border. ‘ 
e FEEDERS Thistle, millet, 

sunflower seeds. | 


Moves relentlessly in undulating flight, 
with series of rapid wing beats alternating 
with brief periods of wings pulled to sides. 


Moss, feathers, plant material, and inimal fur ® lines 


casionall in ct it Wn Oct 


NT “4 y ery et 
V@stl Identification | } } 
iia -_ e generally hidden in dense low shrubs, 0 


rocky outcroppings ® built by female * 4-/ pa rcen or | 


; rT 
Shape wy ey Location Aor iB with purplish to reddish brown spots concents Jat lar | 
| 


short oval, 0.7 x 0.5 inches 


a z lore . . BiPht ~) : 
| ‘ mage Sexes differ Habitat 9? fh Migration Nonmigratory gE IBN" (1) 5 ounce 


DATE TIME 7 LOCATION 


a - 
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Family FRINGILLIDAE Species Carduelis hornemanni | “P€ 55.75 inches | WiNESPan 8 59.25 inches | 


HOARY REDPOLL ~] 


Breeding along the arctic coast, this bird closely | 
resembles its cousin, the Common Redpoll, La 
but has little or no streaking on its rump 

and crissum and has silvery white light brown 


Se ye Me ace . rearing 
plumage, presenting a more an back pale buff-grayish 
frosted appearance. Not wary of gs to whitish 

humans in the manner of notched upperparts % red cap 
e bla & tail 


many high arctic species, 
it will sometimes land 
on a shoulder or come 

to the hand tor food. 


During the winter, this stubby 
bird is almost always in bill | 
the company of 
Common Redpolls. 
LG iby Mammen eer) (ea sera ly ; ; , wo | 
Ihe female is similar gihtierincce aid a black | 
to the male but lacks rump with little or chin 

no streaking patch 


the pink wash on the 
breast and the faint 
streaking on the sides. 
Juveniles resemble females 
but lack the black chin and red 


cap and show more streaking on = 
whitish underparts 


the underparts. with pinkish wash 
¢ SONG A trill followed by a slow twitter, on breast 
zzzzzz-chee-chee-chee-chee. Call is a plaintive sweer. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Tame. Gregarious year-round. Nests in 
loose colonies with pairs close together and males apparently 
not defending territories. Forms foraging flocks after breeding COMMON REDPOLL 

' f= Conspicuous streaking 
on rump, flanks, and 
undertail coverts; 


when young become independent. Joins mixed-species flocks 
with other finch species in winter. Forages for food on ground 
and in bushes and trees. Eats seeds and insects. Regurgitates heavier brown streaking 
milky mix of seeds and insects to nestlings. Forages in brushy on nape and upperparts; 
. . . . 7 > io if s ve t i | 

and weedy habitats in winter. Svanily ESE PNY 

2 — ; ¢ male shows rosy pink 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Semicolonial. on breast and sides 


¢ NESTING Incubation 9-12 days by female. Young altricial: eS ene 
brooded by female: stay in nest 9-14 days, fed by both sexes. 
1—2 broods per year. 
¢ POPULATION Fairly 
common on scrubby tundra. 
This bird is irregular in winter 
south of Canada. 
¢ FEEDERS Will come to 
wings alternating with brief periods of feeders for thistle, millet, 
wings pulled to sides. sunflower, and other seeds. 


Nest Identification ‘Twigs, grass, and rootlets, with lining of soft grass, feathers, and hair @ in 


middle of low bush or on ground sheltered by rocks or vegetation ¢ built by 


Swift bounding flight on rapidly beating 


female ¢ 4-6 light green to bluish green eggs, dotted with reddish brown, 


Shape ww Location a 


usually concentrated at larger end; oval to short oval, 0.7 x 0.5 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat aw & = | Migration Northern birds migrate 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Weight 9.5 ounce 
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| Length 4.55.25 inches | Wingspan g 5_9 inches 


PINE SISKIN Fee 


In fall and winter this is a common visitor to northern 
forests, where it forages in flocks that may include 


iY FRINGILLIDAE 


several thousand birds. When food is scarce brown upperparts with — | 
these daytime migrants may travel as far dark brown streaking @ 


south as Florida and central Mexico, 

flying in tightly formed flocks. In flight 

the yellow wing stripe at the base of the 

flight feathers and the yellow base to 

| the outer tail feathers are conspicuous. 
Females are similar to males but with 

more washed-out yellow plumage. 

| 

: 

| 


brownish black 
wings with white 
lower and yellow 
9 upperwing bars 


: 
slender ¢@ 
pointed bill 


Juveniles resemble females but show white underparts 
a yellowish wash overall. with brown 
¢ SONG Husky canary-like ee 
twittering warble, rising and falling in ee 
pitch and interspersed with a rapid primaries and 
ascending ZZZzzzzzzz222/7¢e!, sounding secondaries 
like the equivalent of a bird with a 

chainsaw. Call is rising /ee-ee. Flight note is 

hoarse descending chee. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Tame, may allow close approach. notched blackish tail @ 
Gregarious. In small groups or flocks year-round. Weakly with yellow base to 
territorial or not at all, with pairs nesting close to one another, il aaa 
often in the same tree. Forages on ground and in trees for seeds 
from alders, birches, spruce, and other trees. Also eats thistle 
seeds and weeds, some insects in summer. Nomadic in fall and 
winter. Attracted to salt licks and salt-treated winter highways. 
Feeds on sap at drill wells created by sapsuckers. Mountain 
populations descent to lower elevations prior to winter onset. 


'? BREEDING Monogamous. Semicolonial. 


‘¢ NESTING Incubation 13 days by female. Young altricial: 
brooded by female; stay in nest 14-15 days, fed by both sexes. 


2 broods per year. 
| 
| 
| 
| 


: HOUSE FINCH & 
a Stubbier thicker bill: 
i longer tail with squarish 


tip: 2 narrow white wing 


bars: lacks vellow at 


base of tail, primaries, 


and secondaries. 


COMMON REDPOLI 
Red cap: black chin; 2 


3 narrow white wing bars: 


¢ POPULATION Widespread and abundant in coniferous and 
mixed conifer-deciduous forests, in woodlands, parks, weedy 

fields, and near human habitation. Erratic irruptions in some - 
winters bring large numbers far south of normal wintering range. [ at 3 wea 
¢ FEEDERS Mixed seed, _ 
thistle, and black oil sunflower 
seed. Also will bathe and drink | 
in birdbaths. 
¢ CONSERVATION Fatalities | 
high in winter; birds attracted to | 


lacks vellow plumage 


on wings and tail 


Flight is high and swift in compact flocks 


; salt on roads become reluctant 
with long undulating sweeps. 


to fly. 


Bark, moss, feathers, and animal tu 


e usually hidden in conifer, placed far 


ground ® built by female * 3—5 pale | tu th b f | 


black spots concentrated on larger ) rt 


Shape <> «gp Location’ by 


0.7 x 0.5 inches 


: imi i Migration 4 aie me Weight « « ' 
88 Sexes similar | Habitat opp ae lgration Migratory _ | ent 0.5 ounce 


mae 6LLTt“‘C‘CSCC;*CT IMME” LOCATION 
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Family FRINGILLIDAE 


LESSER GOLDFINCH 


Smaller than the American Goldfinch, this bird 
is welcome in the Southwest because of its 


black cape 


dark greenish 
olive 
upperparts e 


pleasant song and the amount of weed seeds it 
consumes. It can be distinguished from other 
goldfinches by the white patch at the base of 


the primaries, which shows as a white wing GREEN- 
stripe in flight. All adult males have a black BACKED 
crown, but the color of the back varies MALE 


with range: black-backed birds in the East 
and green-backed birds in the West. 
Juvenile males are similar to females 

but have a black forehead and black 
streaking on the crown. 


¢ SONG Complex warbling with white 


edees l0 


twittering exuberant series of swee PAM a sien : 

notes. Call is mewing /ee-yee and ances 

| ; : undertail coverts JUVENILE 

drawn-out nasal zweers: ; 
FEMALE MALE 


¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs or small 
flocks. Gregarious. Forages in 
flocks in brush, shrubs, and 
weedy fields. Frequents 
birdbaths and faucets. 


greenish olive 


upperparts 


. blackish 
Eats weed seeds, other “O%*°". 
. wings with 
seeds, and insects. Dickies 


wing bars 


¢ BREEDING 
Monogamous. Pairs 
stay together in 

winter; may mate for 
life. Male displays with 
singing flight song; feeds 
female during courtship. 
e NESTING Late nester. 
Incubation 12 days by female, fed by male. Altricial young 
brooded by female; stay in nest 11-15 days. Both sexes feed 
regurgitated milky seed pulp. 1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common in open habitats with scattered 
trees, brush fields, and woodland borders, especially near water and 


near human habitation. Casual 
Flight Pattern 


dull yellowish 


green underparts ~ 


white lips 10 
tertials and white 


: notched 
base to primaries 


blackish tail 


in the Great Plains. Accidental 
in the East. 

@ FEEDERS Thistle, mixed 
seeds, and sunflower seeds. 

@ CONSERVATION Rare 
cowbird host. 


High bouncy swift flight with rapid wing 
beats alternating with brief periods of 


wings pulled to sides. 


Nest Identification 


Location & Be ees 


Shape wy 


unmarked; ovate to rounded ovate, 0.61 x 0.45 inches. 


Plumage Sexes differ PSNR sake, ates Was 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Ps “oe . j . | 
Species Carduelis psaltria | ‘€"€ 4.5 inches __ | Wingspan g inches 
| 


Plant fibers, grasses, and bark pieces, with lining of feathers, cotton, and plant 
down ® usually cradled across limb of tree or bush or occasionally set in tall 
weeds ® 2-30 feet above ground @ built by female ¢ 3-6 light blue eggs, usually 


long conical © 


blackish bill 


white wing bar 


| 
conspicuous white © 
wing patch at base 
of primaries 


bright yellow- 
green underparts 


BLACK-BACKED} 


AMERICAN 
GOLDFINCH 

Larger; stubby pinkish 
bill; whitish undertail 
coverts; blackish wings 
with 2 whitish to buff 
wing bars and white 
edging to tertials and 
secondaries; lacks white 
patch across base of 
primaries ® in winter 
has brownish 
upperparts; grayish 
white underparts with 
buff wash on flanks. 


Migration Northern birds migrate | We'€ht 0.3 ounce | 
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Length 4.75 inches __ | Wingspan g 95 inches 


LAWRENCE’S GOLDFINCH — —- 


FRINGILLIDAE 


aaa 5 ’ as a ee 
Species Carduelis lawrencei 


Nomadic because they require freshwater grayish we chin, 
for drinking and bathing, these small Nae he arith O82 throat if rN 
: : : ellowts, D AX 
birds inhabit some of the most a wee ban 
to lower back 


arid country occupied by any large yellow patch 
idfinch Oe i tee cages on primaries and 
goldtinch species. eir range re aay ee 
is limited to the valleys of 
southern California and MALE 
northern Baja California. 
Large yellow wing patches 
are conspicuous in flight. 
e SONG Typical goldfinch black tail cs 
jumbled phrases, both p 
sweet and harsh. Includes pale gray-white sides, 
bell-like tinkling notes flanks, lower belly, and 
: : ; a undertail coverts 
tink-tink-tink. Calls are tin- 
kul and abrasive kee-year: gray-brown head, 


e BEHAVIOR Gregarious. nape, and back 


creamy pink 


CONU al bill 


= yellow 
z breast and 
vd upper belly 


© 2 broad yellow 
wing bars 


notched 


black wings with 


In groups or flocks most of Gallon sedichas JUVENILE 
year, nesting in close 

proximity; may join flocks gray chin 2 broad yellow 

of other finches and and throat mena 

sparrows. Forages low in aati . 
bushes and on ground. Eats y Sac a per 


mostly weed seeds, other 


a 
seeds, and some insects. pale Similar Birds a 
Drinks water from creeks, grayish - -_ 
faucets, and storage tanks. underparts LESSER GOLDFINCH 
E brrdltvachs..I | FEMALE Male has black cap; 

BEeUEDIS IT aths. Irregular greenish olive back; 
breeding locations from year to year based on resources. yellow rump; yellow- 
< ’ oree inderparts ¢ | 

*® BREEDING Monogamous. Loosely colonial. vA ection 

© NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by female; female blackish wings with 


1 white wing bar; white 


| incubates almost continuously, fed on nest by male. Altricial 
young brooded by female; stay in nest 11-13 days, fed by both edging to tertials 
sexes. | brood per year. PY oe female is duller 

© POPULATION Fairly common in spring and summer in drier he and lacks the 
interior foothills and mountain valleys in riparian woodland, atic 
chaparral, arid weedy places, and pifion-juniper woodlands. Erratic 
and uncommon in fall and 
winter. Irregular in fall in the 
Southwest; casual east to ‘Texas 
e FEEDERS Millet, thistle, i + 
and sunflower seeds. arrea 
e CONSERVATION Rare \ ; 
cowbird host. Vulnerable to loss 

of habitat from development. } | 


base to primarics and 


High swift bounding flight with rapid 
wing beats alternating with brief periods 
of wings pulled to sides. 


o ell hidden u 


( round ® milt b cr i/ ry rr 


leaves of bush or tree * 3—40 feet abo 


ail iiohe | vos. some ne wil 
some material but rarely helps * 4—5 plain light pb! 


of brown: oval to short oval, 0.6 


Shape i] Location * ge 


oa 8B Sexes differ | Habitat, yoy oe Mm 


eee TIME oc LOCATION 


il reas ' a Neight 
[ Miertion Nonmiugratory [™ BM 0.4 ounce 
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Species Cardyelis tristis Length 5 inches Wingspan g 75_9 inches 


Family FRINGILLIDAE 


AMERICAN GOLDFINCH 
Often called the “wild canary” in the Southeast, the 7 
male in breeding plumage is a bright canary yellow. vidas 
The female is more dull overall, while the young have 
whitish cinnamon wing bars and rump. Adult males in 


winter look more like the females and juveniles. black 


¢ SONG A jumbled series of musical “ae 
warbles and trills often with a drawn-out 
baybece note. Flight song sounds like 
per-chick-oree or po-tato-chips. 

¢ BEHAVIOR Occurs in flocks 

in nonbreeding season. In 
spring, feeds on the small 
seeds from dandelions. 
In the late summer 
breeding season, 


black wings with 
white double 
wing bars 


MALE 


males engage 
in aerial 
displays of 
exaggerated 
roller coaster—like 
flights across the sky, 
singing po-tato-chip with 
each downward glide. A 


a 


extensive ® 
white edging 
on wing 


black 
tail 


3 = FEMALE MALE 

e BREEDING JUVENILE WINTER PLUMAGE WINTER PLUMAGE 
Monogamous. 
Among the very 
latest songbirds 
to nest each year. 
‘Territorial 
defense and 


olive upperparts 


YELLOW WARBLER e} 
Lacks wing bars and 
black wing and tail 
2 ¢ breeds throughout 
much of the North, 
Southwest. 


ais ealeues p 
mate selection yellow 
begins in late underparts 
summer and 
continues into early fall. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 
10-12 days by female. 
Young stay in nest 


LESSER GOLDFINCH CO 
Yellow undertail coverts 
¢ ranges in the 

Northwest, Rockies, and 
much of the Southwest. 


i - 


FEMALE 


11-17 days, fed by both sexes. 
1—2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Common. 
Declining in eastern North 
America; stable in the West. 
Undulating, roller coaster-like flight with e FEEDERS Black (oil) 


several rapid wing beats and a pause. 


Nest Identification 


Shape Qj Location gy bil D> 
eS 


sunflower seeds, thistle. 


Pliable vegetation lined with plant down ® caterpillar webbing and spider silk 
often used to bind outer rim ® usually along the edge of an open area ® built by 


female ¢ extremely well woven ¢ 4-6 pale blue or bluish white eggs; 
subelliptical to oval, 0.6 inch long. 


Habitat @ .. #¢ == Migration Migratory 


DATE _ ee TIME LOCATION 


Weight (5 ounce 


Plumage Sexes differ 
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Garduelis sinica | *®°€ 6 inches Wingspan 9 25 inches 


_ ORIENTAL GREENFINCH < 


‘This Eurasian bird is a rare migratory visitor to the outer 

Aleutians and Pribilofs off mainland Alaska. Conspicuous 

in flight are the broad yellow stripe at the base of the olive-green 
primaries and secondaries and the yellow base of i aa 


the outer tail feathers. Females are similar to grayish nape 
males but duller in color with a brownish and crown 


head. Juveniles resemble adult females 
but have a buffy wash on the 
underparts and brown-streaked 
upperparts and underparts. 


e SONG Call of various 
warbled and trilled 


dark grayish 


brown back MALE 


greenish 


olive-green 
gray rump ee 


wash on chest 


phrases. blackish wings with eae 
; ; il C ' ( ru) 

¢ BEHAVIOR white-edged secondaries fi » Ungar Yene 
and tertials ‘ wing patch and 


Solitary or in pairs undertail coverts 


during nesting, notched black tail 
season. Gregarious. — jrh yellow base to 
In small groups or — owter tail feathers 
flocks after breeding 
and in winter. Forages 
for food in trees, 
shrubs, weedy areas, 
and on ground. Eats 
mostly seeds and takes 


brown 
underparts 


brown head, nape, . 
and upperparts black wings with white-edged 


secondaries and tertials 


FEMALE 


notched black tail 
with yellow base to 


some insects and their : 
conical pink @ outer tail feathers 


larvae in summer. hill 
Frequents open 

coniferous and 

deciduous forests, 


medium brown 
*cut-over woodlands, 


‘ yellow undertail 


underparts coverts 

riverbanks, and human 

habitation. JUVENILE 
¢ BREEDING whitish lower large yellow 

Monogamous. Solitary. belly patch at base 


of primaries 
fh No similar species in the range of 


¢ NESTING Incubation 

12-14 days by female. Young altricial; brooded by 
female; remain in nest 13—16 days, fed by both sexes. 

1-2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Rare to 
casual in the Aleutians and 


these vagrants to North America 


Pribilofs in spring migration 
e FEEDERS Will come to 


feeders for millet, thistle, and 


Swift bounding flight with rapid wing 
beats alternating with brief periods of 
wings pulled to sides. 


sunflower seeds. 


Stems, moss, and grasses, with lini 


or bush © built by female * 


subelliptical, 0.8 x 0.58 in 


Shape qy Location & Dy 


— — - T 
| Migration » livratory Weight 1.1 ounces 


IATE TIME_____ LOCATION 


‘lumMage Sexes differ 
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Family  RINGILLIDAE 


EURASIAN BULLFINCH 


‘This brightly colored visitor from Eurasia occasionally is 
recorded in the spring on the western Alaskan islands aad chin « 
and in winter on mainland coastal Alaska. A stocky 
big-headed bird with a short bill, it most often 
remains hidden in dense forests or thickets in 

the summer but is conspicuous in the fall 
and winter, when it forms flocks and 
becomes highly nomadic. ‘Vhe peculiar wing bar 
profile is distinctive in that the 
culmen forms a continuous are with 
the crown and nape. In flight the 
contrasting white stripe on the 
black wing and the white rump 


are Conspicuous on both sexes. 


‘The juvenile resembles the 


female but shows a brown 


cap and face. 


© SONG Various 
musical scratchy grating 


warbles. Has flutelike call 


of feww, feww. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Solitary or 


in pairs during nesting 


season. Gregarious. Forms 


flocks after breeding for 


remainder of year. Frequents 


mature forests with thick 
undergrowth for nesting. 


Nomadic; follows food supply. 

Kats mainly seeds and insects. In 
winter, found in gardens, parks, 
hedges, agricultural areas, and scrub 


with scattered trees. 


¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Pairs. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 12-14 days by notched 
female. Altricial young brooded by female; 
stay in nest 12-18 days, fed by both sexes. 


Flight Pattern 


wings pulled to sides. 


Swift bounding flight with rapid wing 
beats alternating with brief periods of 


black Cap, lores, 


blue-gray nape 
and back @ 


black wing 
with white 


bright red 
cheeks, breast, 
sides, and belly 


MALE 


while e 
rump 


slightly notched 
® black tail 


black cap, lores, & 
and chin cheeks, breast, 


sides, and belly 


grayish brown 
nape and back 


FEMALE 


JUVENILE 


Similar Birds 


None in North America. 


slightly 


black tail e 


2 broods per year. 

¢ POPULATION Casual to 
accidental in North America on 
the Aleutian, St. Lawrence, and 
Nunivak Islands in the spring. 
Casual to accidental to coastal 
Alaska in the fall and winter. 

e FEEDERS Sunflower seeds. 


Nest Identification . Seis dius, 2 acai 
Moss, twigs, and lichen, with lining of hair, moss, and roots ¢ low to high on 


Shape wy 


Plumage Sexes differ Habitat 990 9° a Migration Migratory Weight (8 ounce 


DATE _ 


branch of tree or set in bush or thickets ¢ built by female ¢ 4-6 pale blue eggs, 


Location py a age flecked and marked with reddish brown; subelliptical, 0.8 x 0.57 inches. 


TIME 


LOCATION 


a 
* 


| 
| 
. 
. 
. 


Family F RINGILLIDAE ci eS 
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a 


ecothranstes espertnas 


Length 7.75-8.5 inches | WiPésPan 13.13.75 inches 


i 


EVENING GROSBEAK : 


yellow forehead 


Since the late 19th century the breeding ange of thi 
\ eeding range of this anid cenbecin 


chunky bird has expanded eastward, supported by 
seed from new trees and by increased feeding 
stations. Fall migratory patterns are erratic; birds 
only leave breeding ranges when food 


———@ DIGCK CTO@N ON 


brownish he ad 


supplies fail or populations become / and nape 

sizeable. Flocks may arrive ina region —/grye white ord 

one winter and not return the next. greenish yellow dark brown 

In flight the short notched tail and conical bill and yellow 

large wing patches are distinctive. black ‘ awe 

e SONG Series of clipped warbled wings e 

phrases, ending in shrill whistled note. a MALE 
< : : Tominent 

Calls are loud piercing c/ee-ip, pecer and white patch 


chirp. Flocks sound like chorus of on wings 
amplified House Sparrows. 


¢ BEHAVIOR Gregarious. 


Tame. Noisy. In groups and sts hgh hoa 

flocks during breeding send back. el eae 
season; pairs nest 

closely. Eats insects, i yellowish 

including spruce jevips nape och 


budworm, while 
nesting; also eats 
buds, sap, and seeds 


with large 
_* white patches 


white chin 


and throat 


JUVENILE 
from trees and gray-buff 
shrubs; fruits and aay 6 sg 
berries. In winter a! peo 
= XR 1¢ 
looks for salt and drinks GOLDFINCH 
water from melting snow. FEMALE Smaller; black cap; pink 
; conical bill: bright 
e e BREEDING black uppertail ii upperparts and 
- Monogamous. Semicolonial. coverts with Pare J underparts; white 
: white Lips notched tail black 
e NESTING Incubation with white tip undertall ener im 
ty wings; 4 white wing 
11-14 days by female; male feeds sae aioe alana: es 
incubating female on nest. Young altricial; brooded by female; tertials; notched black | 
stay in nest 13-14 days, fed by both sexes. 1-2 broods per year. tail with white tips on 


Inner Wes 


¢ POPULATION Fairly common in breeding season in conifers ——_—— =< 
and mixed woodlots; in mountains in West. Irregular in winter in 
woodlots, parks, second growth, 


suburban areas. 
e FEEDERS Sunflower seeds; | 
frequents birdbaths. 
© CONSERVATION Rare 
Re : . ir Many killed on 
Swift shallow bounding flight with rapid cowbird host. lan 
wing beats alternating with brief periods salt-treated highways in winter! 
of wings pulled to sides. 


Frail structure of twigs, gra mo 
materials ® built on horizontal br 
20. 60 feet above pround (put 


to bluish green eggs, \ 
1.0 x 0.8 inches 


Shape cj Location ‘gi. & 


MUMAEe Sexes differ | Habitatee @® Migration Some migrat [o> 2-1 ounces” 


ATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family FRINGILLIDAE MinésPen 13 inches 


Length 7 inches 


Species Cyrrothraustes coccothraustes 


HAWFINCH 

‘This stocky thick-necked bird makes its home in Europe and Asia but 
occasionally crosses over the Bering Strait to the western islands and 
west coast of Alaska. ‘he adult’s massive blue-gray bill turns yellow in 


winter. In its undulating flight, ic looks dumpy overhead, and the 
white wing patches and short white-tipped tail are 


conspicuous. Females are similar to males but appear 
tawny buff head 


duller in color, with more gray on the wings 
and brown underparts. Juveniles have 


; gray 
yellow bills, gray-brown upperparts, — dark chestnut-brown ‘neck @ huge conical 
and buffy brown underparts with back, rump, and @ bill 

. q - 2 4 
dusky mottling and streaking. uppertail coverts | - 


© black chin, throat, 
and loral mask 


bold blue-black 
wings with white 
shoulder pat hes 
‘e gray 
malar mark 


‘eo short white- 


upped brown tail ie pinkish brown 


¢ SONG Soft high- 

pitched squeaky warble. 

Call is a high-pitched sibilant 
tseep. Flight note, frequently given 
loudly, is an explosive “ck. Often first detected by “ck note. 

¢ BEHAVIOR In pairs during nesting season. Gregarious. In family groups or small flocks 
following breeding season. Often flocks in trees and stays hidden in the foliage. Forages for 

food on ground and in the canopies of trees. Has a waddling type of walk that resembles the ; 
shuffle of a parrot. Eats mostly large tree seeds but also some fruits and insects. Nomadic, this 


bird follows the food supply. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Solitary. 
¢ NESTING Incubation 9-14 days, mostly by female. Young None among vagrants 


altricial; brooded by female: stay in nest 10—14 days, tended by to or residents of 
: , : North America. 


both sexes. 1 brood per year. 

© POPULATION Rare to casual in North America on the 
Aleutians, Pribilofs, and St. 

sik rence Islands and in 

: western Alaska. 

¢ FEEDERS Will come to 

feeders for sunflower seeds. 

¢ CONSERVATION 

Vulnerable to habitat loss due to 


logging operations. 


Swift bounding flight with rapid wing 
beats alternating with brief periods of 


wings pulled to sides. 


Nest Identification 


Shape ww Location & 


Roots, twigs, and lichen, with lining of plant fibers, hair, and rootlets ¢ low in 


tree, 6-18 feet above ground ® built by female ¢ 3—7 greenish eggs with 
blackish brown markings, sometimes concentrated at larger end; subelliptical, 


0.95 x 0.68 inches. 


DATE TIME LOCATION 


Plumage Sexes differ Weight 1.9 ounces 


HOUSE SPARROW i 


LTAY CTOWN 


This bird was introduced in New York and cheeks 
City from Europe in the 1850s. By 
the early 20th century it was 
established over most of the oe 
continent. With the popularity 
of cars it began to decline; 
fewer horses meant less we 
undigested grain to be gleaned pe ar nas ald 
from horse manure. Sometimes — ¢o//gr 
called the English Sparrow, it is 
the world’s most widespread songbird. 
Juveniles resemble females but have 
| browner upperparts, buffier underparts, 
| and a pinkish bill. 
¢ SONG Twittering series of chirps. 
Call is monotonous repeated dusky postocular 
cheep-cheep-cheep. stripe below buff 
¢ BEHAVIOR Aggressive SOD pki seabed 
and noisy. In pairs buff-brown 

F : upperparts 
during nesting season; 
family groups and dusky bill 
flocks after breeding.  gizz yellowish 
Feeds and roosts in — base to lower 
huge flocks. Hops. mandible 
Forages on ground, in white 
trees and shrubs, in urban = @/”"g 4ar 
and rural areas. Eats insects, 
caterpillars, seeds, grains, and 
fruits. Inspects car grilles for insects. 
Usurps nesting cavities from other species. 
¢ BREEDING Monogamous. Some promiscuous. Males form 
circle around female and aggressively battle with each other. 


¢ NESTING Incubation 10-14 days by both sexes, mostly by 


chestnut nape joins 
‘i 2 postocular stripe 


© huff-brown back 
and wings with 
Bik es black streaking 


and lores 
MALE 


white 
wing bar @ gray rump 


and tail 


® pale gray 
underparts 


FEMALE WINTER 
MALE 


= iP. _ 1 
EURASIAN TREE 
SPARROW 


Reddish brown crown: 


| 
© brownish gray 


underp arts white cheek with black 
Tparts 


patch; black loral mask 
and chin; black 
streaked brownish 
upperparts; white wing 
bar has black upper 


borde dusky brown 


derparts © locally 
female. Altricial young brooded by female; stay in nest 14-17 jhe only in and 
days; both sexes feed by regurgitation. 2—3 broods per year. 1round St. I outs 
¢ POPULATION Abundant and widespread in urban and =_ Si, ead — 
cultivated areas and around human habitation; gradually declining. a a ak 
e FEEDERS AND “S_ AWG 


BIRDHOUSES Will come to | 
feeders for small seeds and | 
grains; nests in bird boxes 
© CONSERVATION Rare | 
cowbird host. Out-competes | 


Swift somewhat bounding flight with 


i i j > ¥ \ \ ¢ Ss \ ; | 
rapid wing beats alternating with brief other secondary-cavity nest 


periods of wings pulled to sides. but loses to EK uroy yvcan Stari 


Grass, straw, weeds, corton 


under caves of buildin 
| 


vo @ BH BY ary boneuare 37 i 
Location & ig Si) ame ag sade 6 


Habitat @ 9,9 2 Migration \ign migratory 


10 ounce 


— eH 


rluMage Sexes differ 


JATE TIME LOCATION 
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Family PASSERIDAE >PECIES Passer domesticus | “©"tN 5 5_6 5 inches | Wingspan 9.5-10 inches 
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ACCIDENTAL SPECIES 


| ewesee birds are so mobile some individuals occasionally are recorded great distances from 
their normal ranges. These rare birds — rare because they are geographically misplaced — 
create some of the most exciting experiences for birders when they are discovered, and the 
news of their presence often spreads quickly. Included here is a list of these accidental species 
and those occurrences that have been reliably documented in the area covered by this field 
guide. Some of the following occurrences are recorded in general terms, such as the Pacific 
Coast, while others are specific to states or provinces, such as California (CA) or Alberta (AB); 
still others cite a geographic area within a state or province, such as the Aleutian Islands (Is.), in 
Alaska (AK). ‘These records are provided as listed by the American Ornithologists Union (AOU) 
Check-list of North American Birds, 7th edition, with multuple locations separated by semicolons. 


Shy Albatross, 7/a/assarche cauta: Pacitic 
Coast; WA. 

Light-mantled Albatross, Phochetria 
palpebrata: CA. 

Wandering Albatross, Diomedea exulans: 
Pacific Coast; CA. 

Short-tailed Albatross, Phoebastria albatrus: 
Gulf of Alaska; AK; off coast of BC, WA, and 
CA. 

Manx Shearwater, Puffinus puffinus: Pacific 
Coast; WA; CA. 

Wilson’s Storm-Petrel, Oceanites oceanicus: 
Pacific Coast; WA; OR. 

White-tailed Tropicbird, Phaethon lepturus: 
south CA; AZ. 

Red-billed Tropicbird, Phaethon aethereus: 
south CA coast; WA; AZ. 

Great Frigatebird, /regata minor. OK; CA. 
Yellow Bittern, /vobrychus sinensis: Aleutian 
Is., AK. 

Chinese Egret, /gretta eulophotes: Aleutian 
Is., AK. 

Reddish Egret, /gretta rufescens: NV; AZ; CO; 
west TX. 

Chinese Pond-Heron, Ardeo/a bacchus: St. 
Paul Is. and Pribilof Is., AK. 


Yellow-crowned Night-Heron, Nyctanassa 
violacea: accidental to casual in northeast TX. 
Lesser White-fronted Goose, Avser 
erythropus: Attu Is., AK. 

Garganey, Anas querquedula: BC; AB; SK; CA; 
AZ; north TX; OR. 

Smew, Mergellus albellus: WA; CA. 
Swallow-tailed Kite, //anoides forficatus: 
NM: east CO; south SK. 

King Rail, Ra//us elegans: SD; 1A; KS; 
southwest TX; CO; ND. 


Purple Gallinule, Porphyrula martinica: CA; 
NV; UT; WY. 

Eurasian Coot, Fulica atra: Pribilof Is., AK. 
Common Crane, Grus grus: Fairbanks, AK; 
AB; NE; NM. 

European Golden-Plover, P/avialis 
apricaria: Point Barrow, AK. 

Collared Plover, Charadrius collaris: Uvalde, 
je .4 

Black-winged Stilt, Himantopus himantopus: 
Aleutian Is., AK. 

Common Greenshank, 77inga nebularia: 
Aleutian Is. and Pribilof Is., AK. 

Marsh Sandpiper, 77/nga stagnatilis: Aleutian 
Is., AK. 

Green Sandpiper, 77/nga ochropus: Aleutian 
Is. and St. Lawrence Is., AK. 

Terek Sandpiper, Xenus cinereus: Aleutian Is., 
St. Lawrence Is., and south AK. 


Little Curlew, Namenius minutus: Santa Maria 
Valley, CA; St. Lawrence Is., AK. 
Temminck’s Stint, Calidris temmincktt: 
Aleutian Is. and Pribilof Is., AK; BC; WA. 
Spoonbill Sandpiper, Ewrynorhynchus 
pygmeus: Aleutian Is. and northwest AK; 
coastal BC. 
Broad-billed Sandpiper, Limicola falcinellus: 
Aleutian Is., AK. 

Ruff, PAilomachus pugnax: Aleutian Is., Pribilof 
Is., and southwest AK; BC; CA; AZ; AB; SK; 
MB. 

Jack Snipe, Lymnocryptes minimus: Pribilof Is., 
AK; CA. 

Pin-tailed Snipe, Ga//inago stenura: west 
Aleutian Is., AK. 

Oriental Pratincole, G/arcola maldivarum: 
Aleutian Is. and St. Lawrence Is., AK. 


Black-headed Gull, Larus ridihundus: 
Aleutian Is., Pribilof Is., and central AK: 
Pacific Coast from south-central AK to south 
CA; northeast CO; TX. 


Band-tailed Gull, Larus belcheri: CA coast. 
Sandwich Tern, Sterna sandvicensis: south CA 
coast. 

Sooty Tern, Sterna fuscata: CA; west 1X. 
White-winged Tern, Ch/idonias leucopterus: 
Aleutian Is. and west AK; Pacific Coast from 


AK to south CA. 


Red-billed Pigeon, Co/umba flavirostris: south 
TX. 


Oriental Turtle-Dove, Streptopelia orientalis: 
Aleutian Is. and Pribilof Is., AK; BC. 


Oriental Scops-Owl, Otus sunia: Aleutian Is. 
and Amchitka Is., AK. 

Jungle Nightjar, Caprimulgus indicus: AK. 
White-collared Swift, Streptoprocne zonaris: 
northwest CA. 

Common Swift, Apus apus: Pribilof Is., AK. 
Buff-bellied Hummingbird, Amazi/ia 
yucatanensts: northwest and central TX. 


Cinnamon Hummingbird, Amazi/ia rutila: 
south AZ; southwest NM. 


Bumblebee Hummingbird, A///is /e/oisa: 
south AZ. 


Eurasian Hoopoe, Upupa epops: west AK. 
Eurasian Wryneck, Jy2x torquilla: Wales, 


, AK. 


Great Spotted Woodpecker, Dendrocopos 
mayor. Aleutian Is., AK. 


Tufted Flycatcher, Mitrephanes phacocercus: 
Big Bend, TX. 

Gray Kingbird, 7yrannus dominicensis: 
Vancouver Is., BC. 

Fork-tailed Flycatcher, 7yrannus savana: 
AB; ID; CA. 

Brown Shrike, Lanius cristatus: Aleutian Is., 
St. Lawrence Is., and south AK coast; CA. 


Common House-Martin, De/ichon urbica: 
Pribilof Is. and Nome, AK. 


Lanceolated Warbler, Locuste//a lanceolata: 
Aleutian Is., AK; Farallon Is., CA. 


Wood Warbler, Phy//oscopus sibilatrix: 
Aleutian Is., AK. 


Narcissus Flycatcher, /icedula narcissina: 
Aleutian Is., AK. 


Mugimaki Flycatcher, /icedu/a mugimasr: 
Aleutian Is., AK. 
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Asian Brown Flycatcher, Muscicapa 
dauurica: Aleutian Is.. AK. 

Siberian Blue Robin, Luscinia cyane: 
Aleutian Is., AK. 

Blue Mockingbird, Me/anotis caerulescens: 
south AZ. 

Tree Pipit, Anthus srivialis: Cape Prince of 
Wales, AK. 

Gray Silky-flycatcher, Pri/ogonys cinereus: 
southwest TX. 

Golden-winged Warbler, \ermivora 
chrysoptera. OR; CA; AZ; CO; NM; MB: SK. 
Northern Parula, Paru/a americana: CA: AZ: 
NM; WY: SK. 

Tropical Parula, Parv/a pitiayumi: AZ. 
Prairie Warbler, Dendroica discolor. south AK 
coast; OR; NV: NM; AZ: MT: WY. 

Cerulean Warbler, Dendroica cerulea: 
southeast NE; east OK; north-central ‘TX: CA: 
AZ: CO: NM. 

Prothonotary Warbler, Protonotaria citrea: 
CA coast; WA; OR; NV. 

Worm-eating Warbler, He/mitheros 
vermivorus: CO. 


Swainson’s Warbler, Limnoth/ypis swainsonit: 
east CO; south NE; AZ. 

Slate-throated Redstart, Myioborus miniatus: 
southeast NM; south AZ. 

Worthen’s Sparrow, Spize//a wortheni: Silver 
City, NM. 

Henslow’s Sparrow, Ammodramus henslowt: 
central KS; southwest TX. 

Pine Bunting, Emberiza leucocephalos: 
Aleutian Is., AK. 

Little Bunting, /mberiza pusilla: Aleutian Is. 
and St. Lawrence Is., AK; Point Loma, CA 
Yellow-throated Bunting, /.m/erza elegans 
Attu Island, AK. 

Gray Bunting, Emberiza varialiiis: Aleutian 


Is., AK. 


Pallas’s Bunting, /mberiza pallasr. Barrow | 
AK. 

Shiny Cowbird, Mo/othrus bone OK 
central TX. 

Black-vented Oniole, /cerus wea 

Patagonia, AZ; southwest TX 

Common Rosefinch, Carpodacu 

west Aleutian Is., St. Lawr d 

Pribilof Is., AK 

Eurasian Siskin, Cardueis spinus: Aieutian 


Is \ f. 
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e AERIE 

A nest located on a cliff or 
high place, usually built by a 
raptor, a bird of prey. 

¢ AGAVE 

A desert plant with a 
spikelike flower, similar to a 
Yucca plant. 

e AIR SAC 

A series of thin-walled sacs, 
typically eight or nine (but 
ranging from six to 

fourteen, depending on the 
species) that in conjunction 
with the paired lungs 
comprise the bird’s 
respiratory system. 

¢ ALAR BAR 

A contrasting line (bar) of 
plumage beginning in the 
alar region of the wing 
(where the wing bends at the 
wrist and on the leading 
edge) and running from that 
point at an angle toward the 
bird’s body, stopping where 
the back of the wing joins 
the body. The effect is a 
patch or line of feathers that 
differ from the color of the 
wing feathers around it, thus 
producing a visible bar on the 
top of the wing. Sometimes 
the bar runs from the alula to 
the base of the wing on the 
front side (leading edge). 

¢ ALTERNATE 
PLUMAGE 

See Breeding Plumage. 

¢ ALTITUDINAL 
MOVEMENTS 

(Vertical migrations) A bird’s 
regular seasonal vertical 
movement, often from the 
mountaintops in summer to 
lower regions or valleys 
during winter, with a return 
to higher elevations the 
following spring. 


GLOSSARY 


e ALTRICIAL 

‘Term for young birds that 
hatch in a helpless state, 
usually naked with eyes 
closed, and are totally 
dependent on the parents. 

© ALULA 

A small group of feathers that 
protrude from the outermost 
joint of the wing. It has its 
own group of muscles and 
moves independently from 
the flight feathers. By 
adjusting the angle of the 
alula, the bird 1s able to 
regulate the air flow over the 
top of the wing, allowing it to 
alight or land at slower 
speeds without stalling. 

e ANHEDRAL 

‘The downward curve of a 
bird’s wings when in flight. 

¢ ARBOREAL 

A tree-dwelling bird. 

¢ AURICULARS 

Feathers along the sides of 
the ears, often called ear 
coverts or ear patches. 

e AXILLARIES 

Rigid feathers along the 
underside of the wings where 
they connect to the body, 
corresponding to the 
underarm area in a human. 

¢ BASIC PLUMAGE 

See Winter Plumage. 

¢ BREEDING PLUMAGE 
(Alternate plumage) Seasonal 
alterations in appearance to 
attract birds of the opposite 
sex, such as changes in color 
or the addition of ornamental 
ruffs. ‘This is accomplished 
by a feather molt from the 
basic, or winter, plumage. 

¢ CAMBIUM 

Plant tissue near the inner 
bark of a tree that produces 
lateral growth. 


e CATKIN 

A spike of flowers such as 
those found on a willow or 
birch tree. 

e CERE 

‘The fleshy area on top of the 
base of the upper bill that 
contains the nostrils. Present 
on the bills of some bird 
species, particularly among 
birds of prey. 

¢ CLUTCH 

‘The total number of eggs 
laid during a single nesting 
period; some birds lay several 
clutches in a nesting season. 
¢ COLONIAL 

‘The pattern of nesting close 
together with birds of the 
same species. Sometimes 
only a few nests packed close 
together constitute a colony, 
but some may hold hundreds 
or thousands of nesting pairs. 
¢ CONSPECIFIC 

Birds that are members of 
the same species. 

@ CONGENERS 

Distinct bird species that are 
related to one another by 
being in the same genus. 

© COVERTS 

A covering of feathers 
overlaying the upper and 
lower part of the wings, 
covering the bases of the 
flight feathers (wing coverts); 
also on top of the tail feathers 
(uppertail coverts and 
undertail coverts). 

¢ CRECHE 

An aggregation of hatchlings 
of a nesting colony, living 
together while they are in a 
dependent state and fed and 
tended by the adult birds. 

¢ CREPUSCULAR 

Birds that feed and are active 
during twilight hours. 


{ 
| 


BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA e 737 


¢ CRISSUM 
Feathers covering the base of 
the undertail, usually a 
different color from the rest 
of the underparts. Also called 
undertail coverts. 
¢ CROP 
Where food is stored in the 
esophagus for later digestion, 
or to be regurgitated and fed 
to hatchlings. Some birds, 
such as pigeons and doves, 
have a two-chambered crop 
that produces special milk to 
nourish their young. 
¢ CROWN 
‘Top of the head between the 
forehead and the back of the 
head or occiput. 
¢ CULMEN 
‘Top ridge of the upper 
mandible, darker on some 
birds than the side of the bill. 
¢ DABBLING 
| Method of surface feeding by 
_ arelatively short-necked 
short-legged duck. It tips up 
the tail and body, then dips 
| its bill and neck into water. 
‘These ducks are called 
_ dabblers. See Tipping-up. 
| ¢ DECURVED 
* Sloped downward, usually 
’ referring to the bill. 
¢ DETRITUS 
Small particles of dead 
organic matter. 
¢ DIHEDRAL 
Wings held in a shallow V 
while bird is in flight. 
¢ DISTAL BAND 
A strip of color near the end 
of the tail, end of wing, or on 
the lower part of the leg. 
¢ DIURNAL 
Birds that feed and are active 
during the day. 
© ECLIPSE PLUMAGE 
Dull-colored plumage, similar 
to that of the female, into 
which many male ducks 
_ briefly molt in summer. 


® EXTIRPATED 
Exterminated or destroyed 
from a part of a species range. 
¢ EYE RING | 
A circle around the eye, 
usually of a contrasting color. 
¢ EYE STRIPE OR 
EYEBROW 

See Supercilium. 

¢ FIELD MARKS 
Plumage or anatomical 
features of a bird that help to 
distinguish it from other 
similar species. 

¢ FLASHMARK 

Color or marking on plumage 
that is visible only when the 
bird is in flight. 

¢ FLEDGE 

The act of a young bird 
(nestling) leaving the nest. 
Also fledging. 

e¢ FLEDGLING 

A young bird that has 
feathers and is old enough to 
have left the nest but is still 
dependent on adult birds for 
care and feeding. 

¢ GONYS 

A ridge on the lower 
mandible of a gull that causes 
the midline to appear angled. 
Sometimes shows a red patch 
during breeding season. 

¢ GORGET 

A small iridescent patch on 
the throat of a hummingbird. 
e GULAR SAC 

A large or small pouch in the 
upper throat that helps a bird 
regulate body temperature 
and sometimes holds 
undigested food. In a few 
species, such as the 
Magnificent Frigatebird, the 
pouch greatly expands for 
courtship display. 

¢ HAWKING 

The act of catching prey, 
usually insects, in flight 
Generally done with the bill 
Typical of flycatchers. 


¢ HERONRY 
(Rookery) The colonial 
nesting site for herons, 
egrets, and ibises. 
¢ HINDNECK 
The bird’s nape or back of 
the neck. 
¢ HUMERAL 
The patch of feathers 
overlying the bone near the 
upperwing or shoulder area. 
© JIZZ 
The abstract combination of 
a bird’s posture, plumage 
pattern, shape, size, and 
behavior that allows an 
experienced birder to 
recognize a species instantly 
without further examination. 
¢ LAMELLAE 
Miniature ridges inside the 
bill of a duck or water bird 
that resemble the teeth of a 
comb and serve as a strainer 
during feeding. 
e LARDER 
A place where a shrike 
impales and stores its prey on 
sharp branches or wire. 
e LEK 
A communal gathering place 
during breeding season 
where males of some species 
of birds display to attract the 
females. It contains 
numerous territories, each 
guarded by a different male. 
® LORES 

Space between the eyes and 
the base of the upper part of 
the bill on the side of the 
bird’s face. 

e MALAR 

Refers to the cheek area 
along the side of the face 
Field mark here ts called 
malar mark or malar strips 

e MANDIBLE 

' | bya} 


" { 
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e MANTLE 

The feathers covering the 
back and upperwing coverts; 
feathers of the back and 
tolded wings. 

e MANUS 

The portion of a bird’s wing 
that corresponds to the hand 
of a human. ‘The fused bones 
of the palm and reduced 
digits bear the primary 
feathers and the alula. 

e MELANISTIC 

A bird that has a surplus of 
dark pigment in its plumage. 
¢ MIMIC THRUSH 

A member of the family 
Mimidae, which includes 
thrashers, catbirds, and 
mockingbirds. 

¢ MORPH 

When birds of the same 
species have two or more 
different colored plumages, 
that are independant of 
season, sex, age, or breeding. 
Color phases may or may not 
be related to range and 
climate. 

¢ NEOTROPICAL 

The New World tropical 
region that encompasses the 
northern portion of the 
Mexican rain forest and the 
Caribbean islands, and 
extends to the nontropical 
regions of South America. 

¢ NEW WORLD 

Earth’s Western Hemisphere; 
includes North, South, and 
Central America. 

¢ NOCTURNAL 

Birds that feed and are active 
at night. 

¢ NON-PASSERINE 

Any of the birds that are not 
Passerines, which are the 
songbirds or perching birds. 
Includes loons, waterfowl, 
owls, shorebirds, hawks, 
woodpeckers, and doves. 


¢ NUCHAL PATCH 

A patch of contrasting color 
located on the back of the 
bird’s neck or nape. 

¢ OCCIPITAL PATCH 

A patch of color located high 
on the back of the head. 
Higher on the head than the 
nuchal patch. 

© OCCIPUT 

‘The area on the back of a 
bird’s head between the nape 
and the crown. 

© OCOTILLO 

A spiny desert shrub with red 
flower clusters at the ups of 
its branches. 

¢ OLD WORLD 

Earth’s Eastern Hemisphere; 
Europe, Asia, and Africa. 

® ORBITAL RING 

See Eye Ring. 

e¢ PALEARCTIC 

Faunal region surrounded by 
the Atlantic, Arctic, and 
Pacific Oceans; encompasses 
Asia north of the Himalayas, 
Europe, and Africa north of 
the Sahara desert. 

e PASSERINES 

Any of the birds belonging to 
the order Passeriforms, which 
comprise more than fifty 
percent of the world’s birds. 
Highly evolved, these birds 
are able to sing and have 
three forward-pointing toes 
adapted for perching. 

e PEEP 

Birder’s name for a group of 
small, similar-looking 
sandpipers; may have been 
derived from their high- 
pitched calls. 

¢ PELAGIC 

Birds that spend most of 
their time at sea and rarely 
are seen from shore. 

e PIEBALD 

Plumage that shows two 
contrasting colors. 


¢ PISHING 

Sound produced by birders to 
attract birds; made by 
clinching the teeth together 
and forcing air out through 
the teeth and lips to create a 
noise that sounds like pish- 

Pp ish- p ish. 

¢ POLYANDROUS 

When female bird has two or 
more mates; female often 
larger, has brighter plumage, 
and defends her territory. 
Male of the species usually 
incubates and tends young. 

¢ POLYGYNOUS 

When a male bird takes two 
or more mates. 
¢ POLYGAMOUS 

When both male and female 

of a species may take two or | 
more mates. 

¢ POSTOCULAR STRIPE 

A line that leads from behind 
the bird’s eye to the auricular 

or ear patch. 
¢ PRECOCIAL * 
‘Term for young birds that 
hatch with their eyes open, 
are down-covered, and are 
able to leave the nest within 
two days of hatching. ‘These 
hatchlings may be either 
partially or not at all 
dependent on the parents for | 
care and feeding. | 
¢ PRIMARIES | 
One of two sets of flight | 
feathers, or remiges, located 
distally to the secondaries 

and joined to the manus of 

the wing. 

¢ PROMISCUOUS 

Birds, male or female, that 

come together solely for 

mating purposes and leave 
within a few hours to mate 

with other birds. 

¢ PYRIFORM 

Pear-shaped; often used to 
describe shape of egg. 


| 


. 


¢ RAPTORS 

A name applied to birds of 
prey — the hawks, falcons, 
eagles, kites, and owls. 

¢ RECTRICES 

‘The principal feathers that 
make up the tail. They range 
in number from eight to 
twenty-four, but the average 
in songbirds ts twelve. 

¢ REMIGES 

Refers to flight 

feathers — primaries, 
secondaries, and tertials. 

¢ RIPARIAN 

Located on or near a river 
bank, stream bank, or other 
body of water. 

¢ SCAPULARS 

Feathers joined to the 
shoulder area of the bird and 
covering the top of the 
folded wing. 

© SECONDARIES 

One of two sets of flight 
feathers located between the 
body and the primaries and 
joined to the part of the wing 
that corresponds to the 
forearm of a human. 

¢ SEMIALTRICIAL 

‘Term for young birds that 
hatch with eyes either open 
or closed, are down-covered, 
and are incapable of leaving 
the nest; fed by parents. 

¢ SEMICOLONIAL 
Nesting pattern in which 
several birds of the same 
species nest close to one 
another, often within sight of 
each other’s nests and do not 
behave aggressively toward 
one another. 

¢ SEMIPRECOCIAL 
‘Term for young birds that 
hatch with eyes open, are 
down-covered, and able to 
leave the nest soon after 
hatching, but remain in nest 
and are fed by parents. 
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¢ SKYLARKING 

Elaborate territorial display 
flight given by a male 
songbird. It sings and often 
flutters in circles before 
swooping back to earth. 

e SPATULATE 

A long rounded spoonlike 
shape; sometimes used to 
describe bill or tail. 

¢ SPECULUM 

A small area of contrasting 
iridescent feathers located on 
the secondary feathers of the 
wings. Often seen in ducks. 
¢ SQUEAKING 

Sound produced by birders to 
attract birds; made by pursing 
the lips tightly together and 
sucking air in to make a high- 
pitched sound. This can be 
amplified by placing the lips 
on the back of the hand and 
sucking in a kissing fashion. 
¢ SUPERCILIUM 

Line above each eye; an 
eyebrow. Also called a 
superciliary stripe. 

¢ SUPERSPECIES 

Closely related species that 
are often separated from cach 
other by geographic barriers. 
Without these barriers the 
two species probably would 
interbreed and become one. 
¢ SYMPATRIC 

Birds that inhabit the same 
range but remain distinct and 
separate specics. 

e TAIGA 

Subarctic coniferous forests. 
¢ TARSUS 

The top of the foot behind 
the toes, often called the 
shank. Usually either bare or 
covered with scales, plates, or 
sometimes feathers. 

° TERTIALS 

The group of secondary 
feathers closest to the body 
often a contrasting color 


e TIPPING-UP 

Method of surface feeding by 
a duck, goose, or swan in 
which it raises its tail and 
dips its bill, head, and neck 
into the water. See Dabbling. 
¢ TOTIPALMATE 

All four toes joined together 
by webbing. 

°¢ TYMPANI 

(Tympaniform membranes) 
Valves in the vocal organ of a 
bird that produce sound. 

¢ UNDERPARTS 

The plumage and coloring on 
the breast, belly, sides, 
flanks, and undertail coverts. 
¢ UPPERPARTS 

The plumage and coloring on 
the nape, back, shoulders, 
rump, and upper part of tail. 
° VANE 

Contoured flight feather that 
acts as a propeller. It consists 
of a central shaft surrounded 
by an inner and outer web. 

e VENT 

The opening of the cloaca, or 
anus; sometimes refers to a 
contrasting patch of feathers 
in this area. 

¢ WATTLE 

Kleshy piece of brightly 
colored skin that hangs from 
the lower bill; associated with 
turkeys and some chickens. 

e WILDTYPE 

A biological term based tn 
genetics that describes the 
form that most individuals in 
a wild population take; 
description includes shape, 
color, patterns, and size. 

¢ WINGSTRIP 

A distinct line on the wing, 
usually of a contrasting color 
© WINTER PLUMAGE 
(Basic plumage) Season il 
alteration ina birds 


iIppe iranc produced my the 


fall molt 
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| eae to full-page species profiles are shown in boldface type. All of the rare birds that 
occasionally appear in the region covered by this book are not shown in full-page profiles, 
but additional information on accidental species is located on pp. 734-35. ‘The common and 
scientific names of these birds are followed by an A in this index. An E denotes a species that 
does not range west of the 100th meridian, the line of demarcation used in creating this book. 
More information on these species can be found in the DK Smithsonian Handbooks: Birds of 


North America, Eastern Region. 


A 


Accentor, Siberian 575 
Accipiter 
cooperu 160 
gentilis 161 
striatus 159 
Accipitridae (family) 152-72 
Acridotheres cristatellus 574 
Actitis 
hypoleucos 239 
macularia 240 
Aechmophorus 
clarku 49 
occidentalis 48 
Aegithalidae (family) 514 
Aegolius 
acadicus 371 
funereus 370 
Aeronautes saxatalis 384 
Aethia 
cristatella 331 
psittacula 328 
pusilla 329 
pygmaea 330 
Agelatus 
phoeniceus 696 
tricolor 697 
Aimophila 
botterti 646 
carpalis 644 
cassinit 645 
quinquestriata 648 
ruficeps 647 
Aix sponsa 115 
Ayaia ajaja 97 
Alauda arvensis 492 
Alaudidae (family) 492—93 
Albatross 
Black-footed 51 
Laysan 50 
Light-mantled A 734 
Short-tailed A 51, 734 
Shy A50, 734 
Wandering A 735 
Alcedinidae (family) 404—06 
Alcidae (family) 36, 316-34 
Alectoris chukar 182 
Alle alle 316 
Amazilia 
beryllina 388 
rutila A735 
violiceps 389 


yucatanensts A735 
Ammodramus 
bairdii 662 
henslown A735 
lecontett 663 
nelsoni 664 
savannarum 661 
Amphisptxa 
belli 658 
bilineata 657 
Anas 
acuta 126 
americana \\9 
clypeata 125 
collaris 133 
crecca 128 
cyanoptera 124 
discors 123 
falcata \17 
formosa 127 
penelope 118 
platyrhynchos 121 
poecilorhyncha 122 
querquedula A734 
rubripes 120 
strepera 116 
Anatidae (family) 36, 102-51 
Anhinga 83 
Anhinga anhinga 83 
Anhingidae (family) 83 
Ani 
Groove-billed 352 
Smooth-billed E 352 
Anser 
albifrons 105 
erythropus A734 
fabalis 104 
Anthus 
cervinus 582 
gustavi 581 
hodgsoni 580 
rubescens 583 
spraguett 584 
trivialis A735 
Aphelocoma 
californica 482 
insularis 481 
ultramarina 483 
Aphriza virgata 252 
Apodidae (family) 379-84 
Apus 
apus A735 


pacificus 383 
Aquila chrysaetos 172 
Archilochus 
alexandri 395 
colubris 394 
Ardea 
alba 88 
herodias 87 
Ardeidae (family) 85—94 
Ardeola bacchus A 734 
Arenarta 
interpres 250 
melanocephala 251 
Asto 
flammeus 369 
otus 368 
Asturina nitida 162 
Athene cunicularia 364 
Atthis heloisa A735 
Auk, Great 36 
Auklet 
Cassin’s 327, 331 
Crested 330, 331 
Least 327-29, 329 
Parakeet 328, 329, 332 
Rhinoceros 328, 332, 334 
Whiskered 330, 331 
Auriparus flaviceps 513 
Avocet, American 228, 229 
Aythya 
affinis 135 
americana 130 
collaris 132 
ferina 131 
fuligula 133 
marila 134 


valisineria 129 


B 


Baeolophus 

bicolor 512 

griseus 511 

inornatus 510 

wollweberi 509 
Bartramia longicauda 241 
Basileuterus rufifrons 631 
Becard, Rose-throated 462 
Bittern 

American 85, 94 

Least 85, 86 

fellow A 734 


« 
| 


Ni 


| 


) 
| 
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Blackbird 
Brewer’s 701, 702 
Red-winged 696, 697 
Rusty 701, 702 
Tricolored 696, 697 
Yellow-headed 700 
Bluebird 
Eastern 546, 547 
Mountain 548 
Western 546-48, 547 
Bluetail, Red-flanked 543 
Bluethroat 541, 542 
Bobolink 659, 695 
Bobwhite, Northern 199, 202, 
203 
Bombyalla 
cedrorum 586 
garrulus 585 
Bombycillidae (family) 585-86 
Bonasa umbellus 186 
Booby 
Blue-footed 72-75, 73 
Brown 73, 74 
Masked 72, 73-74 
Red-footed 74, 75 
Botaurus lentiginosus 85 
Brachyramphus 
brevirostris 323 
marmoratus 322 
perdix 321 
Brambling 713 
Brant 109, 110 
Branta 
bernicla 110 
canadensis 109 
Brotogeris versicolurus 346 
Bubo virginianus 358 


_ Bubulcus this 92 


Bucephala 

albeola 145 

clangula 146 

islandica 147 
Bufflehead 140, 145, 148 
Bullfinch, Eurasian 730 
Bunting 

Blue E 689 

Gray A735 

Indigo 689-92, 691 

Lark 659, 695 

Lazuli 690, 692 

Little A 679, 735 

McKay’s 682, 683 

Painted 693 

Pallas’s A 681, 735 

Pine A 735 

Reed 681 

Rustic 679 

Snow 682, 683 

Varied 690-92, 692 

Yellow-breasted 680 

Yellow-throated A 735 
Bushtit 513, 514, 562 
Buteo 

albonotatus 168 

Jamaicensts 169 
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lagopus 171 

lineatus 165 

platypterus 166 

regalis 170 

swainsoni 167 
Buteogallus anthracinus 163 
Butorides virescens 93 


C 


Calamospiza melanocorys 659 
Calcarius 

lapponicus 676 

mecownt 675 

ornatus 678 

pictus 677 
Calidris 

acuminata 265 

alba 255 

alpina 267 

bairdii 263 

canutus 254 

Jerruginea 268 

fuscicollis 262 

himantopus 269 

mauri 257 

melanotos 264 

minuta 259 

minutilla 261 

ptilocnemis 266 

pusilla 256 

ruficollis 258 

subminuta 260 

temmincku A 734 

tenutrostris 253 
Callipepla 

californica 200 

gambelii 201 

squamata 199 
Calonectris leucomelas 57 
Calothorax lucifer 393 
Calypte 

anna 396 

costae 397 
Campephilus principalis 35 
Camptorhynchus labradorius 36 
Camptostoma tmberbe 428 
Campylorhynchus 

brunneicapillus 519 
Canvasback 129-31, 129 
Caprimulgidae (family) 372-78 
Caprimulgus 

carolinensis 376 

indicus A734 

ridgwayt 377 

vociferus 378 
Caracara, Crested 173 
Caracara plancus 173 
Cardellina rubrifrons 628 


Cardinal, Northern 634, 684, 685 


Cardinalidae (family) 684—94 
Cardinalis 

cardinalis 684 

sinuatus 685 


Carduelis 

flammea 723 

hornemanni 724 

lawrencei 727 

pinus 725 

psaltria 726 

sinica 729 

spinus A735 

tristis 728 
Carpodacus 

cassiniut 719 

erythrinus A735 

mexicanus 720 

purpureus 718 
Catbird, Gray 563 
Catharacta. See Stercorarius 
Cathartes aura 100 
Cathartidae (family) 99-101 
Catharus 

Suscescens 550 

guttatus 553 

minimus 551 

ustulatus 552 
Catherpes mexicanus 521 
Catoptrophorus 

semipalmatus 236 
Centrocercus 

minimus 188 

urophasianus 187 
Cepphus 

columba 320 

grylle 319 
Cerorhinca monocerata 332 
Certhia americana 518 
Certhiidae (family) 518 
Ceryle 

alcyon 405 

torquata 404 
Chaetura 

pelagica 380 

vauxi 381 
Chamaea fasciata 562 
Charadriidae (family) 214—25 
Charadrius 

alexandrinus 217 

collaris A734 

dubius 222 

hiaticula 219 

melodus 221 

mongolus 216 

montanus 224 

morinellu f 225 

semipalmatus 220 

vociferus 223 

wilsonia 218 
Chat. Yellow-breasted 632 
Chen 

caerulescens 17 

canacivca 1N6 

rossi, 108 
Cihickad 

Black cappe d 50 O#, 503 
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Gray-headed 507, 508 
Mexican 505 
Mountain 504-06, 504, 509 
Chiidontas 
leucopterus A735 
niger 314 
Chloroceryle americana 406 
Chondestes grammacus 656 
Chordetles 
acutipennis 372 
minor 373 
Chuck-will’s-widow 376, 378 
Chukar 182, 185 
Cicontidae (family) 98 
Cinclidae (family) 528 
Cinclus mextcanus 528 
Circus cyaneus 158 
Cistothorus 
palustris 527 
platensis 526 
Clangula hyematlis 144 
Coccothraustes 
coccothraustes 732 
vespertinus 731 
Coccyzus 
americanus 350 
erythropthalmus 349 
Colaptes 
auratus 425 
chrysoides 426 
Colinus virginianus 202 
Columba 
fasciata 336 
flavirostris A734 
livia 335 
Columbidae (family) 37, 335-44 
Columbina 
inca 341 
passerina 342 
talpacoti 343 
Conuropsts carloinesis 37 
Condor, California LOL 
Contopus 
coopert 429 
pertinax 430 
sordidulus 431 
virens 432 
Coot 
American 209, 210 
Eurasian A 734 
Coragyps atratus 99 
Cormorant 
Brandt's 78-80, 78 
Double-crested 78-80, 80, 
82-83 
Great E 80 
Neotropic 79, 80, 83 
Pelagic 78, 81, 82 
Red-faced 81, 82 
Corvidae (family) 478-91 
Corvus 
brachyrhynchos 488 
caurinus 489 
corax 491 
cryptoleucus 490 


Coturnicops noveboracensis 204 
Cowbird 
Bronzed 705, 706 
Brown-headed 702, 705, 706 
Shiny A 705, 706, 735 
Crane 
Common A 734 
Sandhill 87, 211, 212 
Whooping 211, 212 
Creeper, Brown 518 
Crossbill 
Red 721, 722 
White-winged 721, 722 
Crotophaga sulcirostris 352 
Crow 
American 488-91, 488 
Fish E 488 
Northwestern 489 
Cuckoo 
Black-billed 349, 350 
Common 347, 348 
Mangrove E 350 
Oriental 347, 348 
Yellow-billed 349, 350 
Cuculidae (family) 347-52 
Cuculus 
canorus 347 
saturatus 348 
Curlew 
Bristle-thighed 242, 243 
Eskimo 34 
Far Eastern 244 
Little A 734 
Long-billed 242, 244, 245, 249 
Cyanocitta 
cristata 480 
stelleri 479 
Cygnus 
buccinator \12 
columbianus 113 
cygnus 114 
olor 111 
Cynanthus latirostris 385 
Cypseloides niger 379 
Cyrtonyx montezumae 203 


D 


Delichon urbica A735 
Dendragapus obscurus 193 
Dendrocopos mayor A735 
Dendrocygna 
autumnalis 102 
bicolor 103 
Dendroica 
caerulescens 601 
castanea 613 
cerulea A735 
chrysoparia 604 
coronata 602 
discolor A735 
dominica 609 
fusca 608 
graciae 610 
magnolia 599 
nigrescens 603 


occidentalis 607 
palmarum 612 
pensylvanica 598 
petechia 597 
pinus O11 
striata 614 
tigrina 600 
townsend! 606 
virens 605 
Dickcissel 694 
Diomedea exulans A 734 
Diomedeidae (family) 50-51 
Dipper, American 528 
Dolichonyx oryzivorus 695 
Dotterel, Eurasian 225 
Dove 
Common Ground- 341-43, 342 
Kurasian Collared- 337, 340 
Inca 341, 342 
Mourning 37, 335, 337-40, 
340, 344 
Oriental ‘Turtle- A 735 
Rock 335, 336 
Ruddy Ground- 342, 343 
Spotted 338 
White-tipped 344 
White-winged 339, 340, 344 
Dovekie 316 
Dowitcher 
Long-billed 271-73, 272 
Short-billed 271-73, 271 
Dryocopus pileatus 427 
Duck 
American Black 120, 122 
Falcated 117 
Harlequin 140 
Long-tailed 144 
Masked E 151 
Ring-necked 130, 132, 133 
Ruddy 145, 151 
Spot-billed 122 
‘Tufted 132, 133 
Whistling. See Whistling- 
Duck 
Wood 115 
Dumetella carolinensis 563 
Dunlin 255, 267, 268 


E 


Eagle 
Bald 152, 155-57, 155, 172 
Golden 100, 101, 155, 172 
Steller’s Sea- 155-157, 157 
White-tailed 156 
Ectopistes migratorius 37 
Egret 
Cattle 88-89, 92 
Chinese A 734 
Great 88, 89, 92, 98 
Reddish A 88, 90-91, 734 
Snowy 88, 89, 92 
Egretta 
caerulea W 
eulophotes A734 
rufescens A734 


thula 89 

tricolor 91 
Eider 

Common 36, 137-39, 139 

King 36, 137-39, 138 

Spectacled 137-39, 137 

Steller’s 136 
Elanoides forficatus A 734 
Elanus leucurus 153 
Emberiza 

aureola 680 

elegans A735 

leucocephalos A735 

pallasi A735 

pusilla A735 

rustica 679 

schoeniclus 681 

variabilis A735 
Emberizidae (family) 638-83 
Empidonax 

alnorum 435 

difficilis 441 

flaviventris 433 

fulvifrons 443 

hammondii 438 

minimus 437 

oberholsert 440 

occidentalis 442 

tratlli 436 

virescens 434 

wrighttt 439 
Eremophila alpestris 493 
Eudocimus albus 95 
Eugenes fulgens 391 
Euphagus 

carolinus 701 

cyanocephalus 702 
Euptilotis neoxenus 403 
Eurynorhynchus pygmeus A 734 
Euthlypis lachrymosa 630 


F 


Falapennis canadensis 189 
Falco 
columbarius 176 
femoralis 178 
mexicanus 181 
peregrinus 180 
rusticolus 179 
sparverius 175 
subbuteo 177 
tinnunculus 175 
Falcon 
Aplomado 178 
Peregrine 176-77, 179-81, 180 
Prairie 178, 180, 181 
Falconidae (family) 173-81 
Ficedula 
mugimaki A735 
narcssina A735 
parva 538 
Fieldfare 557 
Finch. See a/so Bullfinch: 
Greenfinch; Hawfinch: 
Rosefinch 
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Black Rosy- 714-16, 715 


Brown-capped Rosy- 714-16. 


716 
Cassin’s 718-20, 719 


Gray-crowned Rosy- 714-16. 


714 
House 718-20, 720, 725 
Purple 718-20, 718 
Flamingo, Greater E 97 
Flicker 
Gilded 425, 426 
Northern 425, 426 
Flycatcher 
Acadian 433-35, 434, 437 
Alder 434-37, 435 
Ash-throated +48—52, 449 
Asian Brown A 539-40, 735 
Brown-crested 451, 452 
Buff-breasted 428, 443 
Cordilleran 433, 441, 442 
Dusky 137-39. 440 
Dusky-capped 448, 9 
Fork-tailed A 461, 735 
Gray 439, +40 
Gray Silky- A587, 735 
Gray-spotted 539, 540 
Great Crested 451. 452 
Hammond's 437, 438, +4 
Least 434. 437, 438 
Mugimaki A 538, 735 
Narcissus A 735 
Nutting’s H9, 450 
Olive-sided 429, 430 
Pacific-slope 441, +42 
Red-breasted 538 
Scissor-tailed 461 
Siberian 539, 540 
Sulphur-bellied 454 
Tufted A 735 
Vermilion +446, 447 
Western. See Flycatcher 
Cordilleran; Flycatcher, 
Pacific-slope 
Willow 434-37, 436 
Yellow-bellied 433, 441 
Fratercula 
cirrhata 334 
corniculata 333 
Fregata 
magnificens 84 
minor A734 
Fregatidae (family) 84 
Frigatebird 
Great A 84, 734 
Magnificent 84 
Fringilla montifrinalla 713 
Fringillidae (family) 713-32 
Fulica 
americana 210 
atra A734 
Fulmar, Northern 52, 53, 5 
Fulmarus elacialis 52 


G 


Gadwall 116 
Gallinazo 
gallinago 273 
stentra A734 
Gallinula chloropus 209 
Gallinule, Purple E 209 
Garganey A 210, 734 
Gannet, Northern E 72. 74-75. 77 
Gavia 
adamsii 42 
arctica 39 
immer 41 
pacifica 40 
stellata 38 
Gaviidae (family) 38-42 
Geococceyx californianus 351 
Geothlypis trichas 624 
Glareola maldizarum A734 
Glaucidium 
brasilianum 362 
gnoma 361 
Gnatcatcher 
Black-capped 534, 536, 537 
Black-tailed 534~37, 536 
Blue-gray 534-37, 534 
California 535 
Godwit 
Bar-tailed 246, 248 
Black-tailed 246-48, 246 
Hudsonian 246, 247, 249 
Marbled 243, 245, 247-49, 249 
Goldeneve 
Barrow’s 146. 147 
Common 146, 147 
Goldfinch 
American 726, 728, 731 
Lawrence's 727 
Lesser 726-28, 726 
Goose 
Barnacle E 109-10 
Bean 104, 105 
Canada 109, 110 
Emperor 105, 106 
Greater White-fronted 104, 
105 
Lesser White-fronted A 734 
Ross's 107, LOS 
Snow 105—08, 107 
Goshawk, Northern 161 
Grackle 
Boat-tailed E 703, 704 
Common 352, 703, 704 
Great-tatled 703, 704 
(srebe 
Clark’s 45—46, 48, 49 
Eared 45, 47 


Horned 45, 4/-48 

Least 43, 44 

Pied-billed 43, 44 

Red-necked 46 

Western 45—46, 48, 4 
Greenfinch. Onental 729 
(or nshank, * nt A . 

4 
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Grosbeak 
Black-headed 687, 688 
Blue 689, 691 
Evening 731 
Pine 717 
Rose-breasted 687, 688 
Yellow 686 
Grouse 
Blue 183, 186, 189, 193 
Greater Sage- 187, 188 
Gunnison Sage- 187, 188 
Ruffed 186, 189, 193 
Sharp-tailed 185, 187, 194~96, 
194 
Spruce 186, 189, 193 
Gruidae (family) 211-12 
Grus 
americana 212 
canadensis 211 
grus A734 
Guillemot 
Black 319, 320 
Pigeon 319, 320 
Guiraca caerulea 689 
Gull 
Band-tailed A 286, 735 
Black-headed A 284, 735 
Black-tailed 286 
Bonaparte’s 284, 300 
California 287-90, 289 
Franklin’s 282, 283 
Glaucous 292, 297, 298 
Glaucous-winged 296, 297, 298 
Great Black-backed 293, 299 
Heermann’s 285 
Herring 288-91, 290 
Iceland 291, 292, 298 
Ivory 304 
Laughing 282, 283 
Lesser Black-backed 293, 299 
Little E 303 
Mew 287 
Ring-billed 287-90, 288 
Ross’s 303 
Sabine’s 301-02, 300 
Slaty-backed 294 
Thayer’s 291, 292 
Western 285, 293-97, 296 
Yellow-footed 295, 296 
Gymnogyps californianus 101 
Gymnorhinus cyanocephalus 484 
Gyrfalcon 179, 180 


H 


Haematopodidae (family) 226-27 
Haematopus 

bachmani 227 

palhatus 226 
Hathaeetus 

allicilla 156 

leucocephalus \55 

pelagicus 157 
Harrier, Northern 154, 158 
Hawfinch 732 


Hawk 
Broad-winged 162, 165, 166 
Common Black- 163, 168 
Cooper's 159-61, 160 
Ferruginous 170, 171 
Gray 162 
Harris’s 164 
Red-shouldered 164-66, 165 
Red-tailed 167, 169-71, 169 
Rough-legged 158, 169-71, 
171 
Sharp-shinned 159, 160, 175 
Short-tailed E 167 
Swainson’s 167, 169 
Zone-tailed 100, 163, 168 
Heliomaster constantti 392 
Helmitheros vermivorus A735 
Heron. See a/so Night-Heron 
Chinese Pond- A 734 
Great Blue 87, 88, 211 
Green 86, 93 
Green-backed. See Heron, 
Green 
Little Blue 88-93, 90 
‘Tricolored 90, 91 
Heteroscelus 
brevipes 238 
incanus 237 
Himantopus 
himantopus A734 
mexicanus 228 
Hirundapus caudacutus 382 
Hirundinidae (family) 494-501 
Hirundo rustica 501 
Histrionicus histrionicus 140 
Hobby, Eurasian 177 
Hoopoe, Eurasian A 735 
Hummingbird 
Allen’s 400, 401 
Anna’s 396 397 
Berylline 388 
Black-chinned 393-97, 395 
Blue-throated 390-92, 390 
Broad-billed 385, 386 
Broad-tailed 398, 399 
Buff-bellied 388 
Bumblebee A 735 
Calliope 398, 399 
Costa’s 393, 395-97, 397 
Cinnamon A 735 
Lucifer 393 
Magnificent 390-92, 391 
Ruby-throated 394, 395 
Rufous 398, 400, 401 
Violet-crowned 389 
White-eared 385-87, 386 
Xantus’s 387 
Hydrobatidae (family) 65—70 
Hylocharis 
leucotis 386 
xantusit 387 
Hylocichla mustelina 554 


| 


Ibis 

Glossy E 95, 96 

Scarlet E 97 

White 95, 98 

White-faced 95, 96 
Ictinia mississipptiensis 154 
Icteria virens 632 
Icteridae (family) 695-712 
Icterus 

bullock 711 

cucullatus 708 

galbula 710 

parisorum 712 

pustulatus 709 

spurius 707 

wagleri A735 
Ixobrychus exilis 86 
Ixobrychus sinensis A734 
Ixoreus naevius 560 


Jacana, Northern 230 
Jacana spinosa 230 
Jacanidae (family) 230 
Jaeger 
Long-tailed 281 
Parasitic 279-81, 280 
Pomarine 279, 280 
Jay 
Blue 405, 479, 480 
Florida Scrub- E 380 
Gray 478, 485 
Island Scrub- 481 
Mexican 482, 483 
Pinyon 482, 484 
Steller’s 479, 480, 484 
Western Scrub- 482-84, 482 
Junco 
Dark-eyed 654, 673, 674 
Yellow-eyed 673, 674 
Junco 
hyemalis 673 
phaeonotus 674 
Jynx torquilla R735 


K 


Kestrel 
American 174~76, 175, 178 
Eurasian 174 

Killdeer 218, 223 

Kingbird 
Cassin’s 455-59, 457 
Couch’s 455-57, 456, 459 
Eastern 444, 460 
Gray A 460, 735 
Thick-billed 458 
Tropical 455-59, 455 
Western 455-59, 459, 461 

Kingfisher 
Belted 404-06, 405 
Green 406 
Ringed 404-06, 404 


ee 


Kinglet 
Golden-crowned 529, 530 
Ruby-crowned 428, 473, 529, 
530 
Kiskadee, Great 453 
Kite 
Black-shouldered. See Kite, 
White-tailed 
Mississippi 153, 154 
Swallow-tailed A 734 
White-tailed 153, 154 
Kittiwake 
Black-legged 301, 302 
Red-legged 301, 302 
Knot 
Great 253, 254 
Red 253-55, 254, 268 


L 


Lagopus 
lagopus 190 
leucurus 192 
mutus 191 
Lampornis clemenciae 390 
Laniidae (family) 463-64 
Lanius 
cristatus A735 
excubitor 464 
ludovicianus 463 
Laridae (family) 278-315 
Lark 
Horned 492, 493 
Sky 492 
Larus 
argentatus 290 
atricilla 282 
belchert A735 
californicus 289 
canus 287 
crassirostris 286 
delawarensis 288 
fuscus 293 
glaucescens 297 
glaucoides 292 
heermanni 285 
hyperboreus 298 
livens 295 
marinus 299 
occidentalis 296 
philadelphia 284 
pipixcan 283 
ridibundus A735 
schistisagus 294 
thayert 291 
Laterallus yamaicensis 205 
Leptotila verreauxi 344 
Leucosticte 
atrata 715 
australis 716 
tephrocotis 714 
Limicola falcinellus R734 
Limnodromus 
griseus 271 
scolopaceus 272 
Limnothlypis swainsonit A735 


‘ 
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Limosa 
fedoa 249 
haemastica 247 
lapponica 248 
limosa 246 
Locustella 
lanceolata R735 
ochotensis 531 
Longspur 
Chestnut-collared 675, 678 
Lapland 676, 677 
McCown’s 675, 678 
Smith’s 676, 677 
Loon 
Arctic 38-40, 39 
Common 41, 42 
Pacific 38-40, 40 
Red-throated 3840, 38 
Yellow-billed 41, 42 
Lophodytes cucullatus 148 
Loxia 
curvirostra 721 
leucoptera 722 
Luscinia 
calliope 541 
cyane A735 
svecica 542 
Lymnocryptes minimus A734 


M 


Magpie 

Black-billed 486, 487 

Yellow-billed 486, 487 
Mallard 116, 120-22, 121, 125 
Martin 

Common House- A 735 

Gray-breasted E 494 

Purple 494 
Meadowlark 

Eastern 698, 699 

Western 698, 699 
Melanerpes 

aurifrons 411 

carolinus 412 

erythrocephalus 408 

formicivorus 409 

lewis 407 

uropygialis 410 
Melanitta 

fusca 142 

nigra 143 

perspicillata 141 
Melanotis caerulescens A735 
Meleagris gallopavo 197 
Melospiza 

georgiana 668 

lincolnit 667 

melodia 666 
Merganser 

Common 121, 148-50, 149 


Hooded 145, 148 


Red-breasted 121, 148—50, 150 


Mergellus albellus R735 


Mergus 


merganser 149 
serrator 150 
Merlin 175, 176, 180-81 


Micrathene whitneyi 363 


Mimidae (family) 563-72 


Mimus polyglottos 564 
Mitrephanes phaeocercus A734 
Mntotilta varia 615 


Mockingbird 
Bahama E 564 
Blue A735 
Northern 463, 549, 564 


Molothrus 


aeneus 105 
ater 106 
bonariensis A735 
Moorhen, Common 209, 210 


Motacilla 


alba 578 

cinerea 577 

flava 576 

lugens 579 
Motacillidae (family) 576-84 
Murre 

Common 316-18, 317, 333 

Thick-billed 317, 318 
Murrelet 

Ancient 326 

Craveri’s 324, 325 

Kittlitz’s 321-23, 323, 329 

Long-billed 321, 322 

Marbled 321-23, 322, 326-27, 

329 
Xantus’s 324, 325 


Muscicapa 


dauurica A735 
griseisticta 540 
sibirica 539 
Muscicapidae (family) 538-40 


Myadestes townsendi 549 
Mycteria americana 98 
d Uyiarchus 


cinerascens 449 
crinitus 451 
nuttinag 450 
tuberculifer 448 
tyrannulus 452 
Wytoborus 
mintatus A735 
pictus 629 
Vviodynastes luterventris 454 
Myna. Crested 574 


N 
| 
Needletatl 
Night-Heron 
Black-crowned 8&5, 94 
Veilow- wned ARS, 94, 734 


Whire-throated 382 


(Common ‘ Te. 
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Nightjar 

Butt-collared 377 

Jungle A735 
Nuctfraga columbiana 485 
Numentus 

americanus 245 

borealis 34 

minutus R734 

phacopus 242 

tahitiensis 243 
Nutcracker, Clark’s 478, 485 
Nuthatch 

Pygmy 517 

Red-breasted 515-17, 515 
White-breasted 515, 516 
Nyctanassa violacea A734 
Nyctea scandiaca 359 
Nycticorax nycticorax 94 
Nyctidromus albicollis 374 


O 


Oceanites oceantcus A 734 
Oceanodrama 
furcata 65 
homochroa 67 
leucorhoa 66 
melanta 69 
microsoma 1) 
tethys 08 
Odontophoridae (family) 198-203 
Ocenanthe oenanthe 544 
Oldsquaw. See Duck, 
Long-tailed 
Oporornis 
agilis 621 
formosus 620 
philadelphia 622 
tolmiei 623 
Oreortyx pictus 198 
Oreoscoptes montanus 565 
Oriole 
Baltimore 710, 711 
Black-vented A 735 
Bullock’s 709-11, 711 
Hooded 707, 708, 712 
Northern. See Oriole, 
Baltimore; Oriole, 
Bullock’s 
Orchard 707, 708 
Scott’s 712 
Streak-backed 709 
Osprey 152 
Orus 
asio 356 
flammeolus 354 
kenmicottit 355 
sunmia A735 
trichopsts 357 
Ovenbird 617 
Owl 
Barn 353, 359 
Barred 365-67, 366 
Boreal 360, 370, 371 
Burrowing 364 
Eastern Screech- 355, 356 
Elf 361-63, 363 


Ferruginous Pygmy- 361-63, 
362 

Flammulated 354-55, 354, 357 

Great Gray 358, 365-67, 367 

Great Horned 358, 360, 367-68 

LLong-eared 358, 360, 368, 369 

Northern Hawk 360 

Northern Pygmy- 354, 361-63, 
361 

Northern Saw-whet 356, 360, 
370; 371 

Oriental Scops- A735 

Short-eared 353, 364, 368, 369 

Snowy 359 

Spotted 365-67, 365 

Western Screech- 354-57, 355 

Whiskered Screech- 354-55, 
ao7 

Oxyura yamaicensis 151 
Oystercatcher 

American 226, 227 

Black 226, 227 

Eurasian E 226 


r 


Pachyramphus aglaiae 462 
-agophila eburnea 304 

Pandion haliaetus 152 
Parabuteo unicinctus 164 
Parakeet 

Carolina 37 

White-winged 346 
Paridae (family) 502-12 
Parrot, Vhick-billed 345 
Partridge, Gray 182, 184 
Parula 

americana A735 

pitiayumt A735 

superciliosa 596 
Parula 

Northern A 735 

‘Tropical A 596, 735 
Parulidae (family) 35, 589-632 
Passer domesticus 733 
Passerculus sandwichensts 660 
Passerella thaca 665 
Passeridae (family) 733 
Passerina 

amoena 690 

ciris 693 

cyanea 691 

versicolor 692 
Pauraque, Common 372, 374 
Pelecanidae (family) 76-77 
Pelecanus 

erythrorhynchos 16 

occidentalis 77 
Pelican 

American White 76, 77, 98, 212 

Brown 76, 77 
Perdix perdix 184 
Perisoreus canadensis 478 
Petrel 

Cook’s 54456, 55 

Mottled 54 

Murphy’s 53 


Stejneger’s 56 
Storm. See Storm-Petrel 
Petrochelidon 
fulva 500 
pyrrhonota 499 
Peucedramidae family 588 | 
Peucedramus taentatus 588 
Pewee 
Eastern Wood- 429, 431, 432, 
445 
Greater 429-31, 430 
Western Wood- 430-32, 431 
Phaethon 
aethereus A734 
lepturus A734 
rubricauda 71 
Phaethontidae (family) 71 
Phainopepla 512, 587 
Phainopepla nitens 587 
Phalacrocoracidae (family) 78-82 
Phalacrocorax 
auritus 80 
brasilianus 19 
pelagicus 82 
penicallatus 78 
urile 81 
Phalaenoptilus nuttallit 375 
Phalarope 
Red 276, 277 
Red-necked 275-77, 276 
Wilson’s 275 
Phalaropus 
fulicaria 277 
lobatus 276 
tricolor 275 
Phasianidae (family) 182-97 
Phasianus colchicus 185 
Pheasant, Ring-necked 185, 194 
Pheucticus 
chrysopeplus 686 
ludovicianus 687 
melanocephalus 688 
Philomachus pugnax A734 
Phoebastria 
albatrus A734 
immutabilis 59 
nigripes 51 
Phoebetria palpebrata A734 
Phoebe 
Black 444 
Eastern 432, 444, 445 
Say’s 446 
Phylloscopus 
borealis 533 
fuscatus 532 
sthilatrix A735 
Pica 
hudsonia 486 
nuttalli 487 
Picidae (family) 35, 407-27 
Picotdes 
albolarvatus 422 
arcticus 424 
arizonae 421 
nuttalli 418 
pubescens 419 


scalaris 417 
stricklandt. See Picoides 
Ar1Z0nae 
tridactylus 421 
villosus 420 
Pigeon 
Band-tailed 335, 336 
Passenger 37 
Red-billed A 735 
Pinguinis impennis 36 
Pinicola enucleator 717 
| Pintail, Northern 126, 144 
| Pipilo 
| aberti 643 
chlorurus 638 
crissalis 642 
erythrophthalmus 640 
fuscus 641 
maculatus 639 
Pipit 
American 492-93, 583, 584 
Olive-backed 580, 581 
Pechora 580-82, 581 
Red-throated 582 
Sprague’s 583, 584 
‘Tree A 580-82, 735 
| Piranga 
bidentata 637 
. flava 633 
ludoviciana 636 
olivacea 635 
rubra 634 
| Pitangus sulphuratus 453 
Plectrophenax 
hyperboreus 683 
nivalis 682 
Plegadis chihi 9 
' Plover 
» American Golden- 213-15, 
214, 224-25 
’* Black-bellied 213, 214 
~~ Collared A 734 


European Golden- A 734 
Little Ringed- 216, 219, 

PIL 
Mongolian 216 
Mountain 214, 224 
Pacific Golden- 213-15, 

215 
Piping 217, 220, 221 
Semipalmated 218-23, 220 
Snowy 217, 221 
Wilson’s 218, 220, 223 
| Pluvialis 

apricaria A734 

dominica 214 

fulva 215 

squatarola 213 
Pochard, Common 131 

Podiceps 
| auritus 45 

grisegena 46 

, — nigricollis 47 ; 

Podicipedidae (family) 43-49 


Common Ringed 219, 220, 222 
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Podilymbus podiceps 44 
Poecile 

atricapilla 503 

carolinensis 502 

cincta 508 

gambeli 504 

hudsonica 507 

rufescens 506 

sclatert 505 
Pohoptila 

caerulea 534 

californica 535 

melanura 536 

nigriceps 537 
Polysticta stelleri 136 
Pooecetes gramineus 655 
Poorwill, Common 375 
Porphyrula martinica A734 
Porzana carolina 208 
Prairie-Chicken 

Greater 19496, 195 

Lesser 195, 196 
Pratincole, Oriental A 734 
Procellariidae (family) 52-64 
Progne subis 494 
Protonotaria citrea A735 
Prunella montanella 575 
Prunellidae (family) 575 
Psaltriparus minimus 514 
Psittacidae (family) 37, 345-46 
Ptarmigan 

Rock 190-92, 191 

White-tailed 190-92, 192 

Willow 190-92, 190 
Prerodroma 

cooku 55 

inexpectata 54 

/ongirostris 56 

ultima 53 
Ptilogonatidae (family) 587 
Prilogonys cinereus A735 
Prychoramphus aleuticus 327 
Puffin 


Horned 333, 334 

Tufted 332-34, 334 
Puffinus 

bulleri 61 


carneipes 59 

creatopus 58 

griseus 62 

opisthomelas 64 

pacificus 60 

puffinus A734 

tenutrostris 03 
Pyrocephalus rubinus 447 
Pyrrhula pyrrhula 739 
Pyrrhuloxia 684, 685 


Quail 
California 198, 200, 201 
Gambel’s 199-203, 201 
Montezuma 203 
Mountain 198, 199 
Scaled 199, 201-03 


Ouiscalus 
mexicanus 70)4 
quiscula 703 


R 


Rail 

Black 205 

Clapper 206, 207 

King A 206-07, 734 

Virginia 206-08, 207 

Yellow 204, 205, 208 
Rallidae (family) 204—10 
Rallus 

elegans A734 

Iimicola 207 

longirostris 206 
Raven 

Chihuahuan 490, 491 

Common 488-91, 491 
Razorbill E 36, 317-18 
Recurvirostra americana 229 
Recurvirostridae (family) 228-29 
Redhead 129-31, 130 
Redpoll 

Common 723-25, 723 

Hoary 723, 724 
Redshank 

Spotted 233 

Common E 233 
Redstart 

American 616 

Painted 629 

Slate-throated A 629, 735 
Redwing E 557 
Regulidae (family) 529-30 
Regulus 

calendula 530 

satrapa 529 
Remizidae (family) 513 
Rhodostethia rosea 303 
Rhynchopsitta pachyrhyncha 345 
Ridgwayia pinicola 561 
Riparia riparia 498 
Rissa 

brevirostris 302 

tridactyla 301 
Roadrunner, Greater 351 
Robin 

American 446, 555, 558-600, 

559 

Rufous-backed 558, 559 

Siberian Blue A735 
Rosefinch. Common A 735 
Rubythroat, Siberian 541, 542 
Ruff A 264, 270, 734 


Rynchops niger 315 


‘ 
5S 
Salpin “os obsoletus 520 
Sanderling 255 
Sandpiper 
Baird's 262, 263 
Broad-billed A 734 
Buff-breasted 241, 270 


> 
(common 24 


Curlew 254, 267-69, 268 
Green A 234, 734 
Least 257, 259-61, 261, 263 
Marsh A 233, 734 
Pectoral 264, 265 
Purple E 266 
Rock 252, 266, 267 
Semipalmated 256-58, 256, 
261 
Sharp-tailed 264, 265 
Solitary 232, 234, 235, 240 
Spoonbill A 734 
Spotted 235, 239, 240 
Stilt 269 
‘Terek A 734 
Upland 241, 270 
Western 256-58, 257, 261-62 
White-rumped 262, 263 
Wood 234 
Sapsucker 
Red-breasted 415, 416 
Red-naped 413-16, 415 
Williamson’s 413 
Yellow-bellied 413-15, 414 
Saxicola torquata 545 
Sayornis 
nigricans 444 
phoebe 445 
saya 446 
Scaup 
Greater 130, 132-36, 134 
Lesser 130, 132-35, 135 
Scolopacidae (family) 34, 231-77 
Scolopax 
minor 274 
Scoter 
Black 141-43, 143 
Surf 141-43, 141 
White-winged 141-43, 142 
Seirus 
aurocapillus 617 
motacilla 619 
noveboracensis 618 
Selasphorus 
platycercus 399 
rufus 400 
sasin 401 
Setophaga ruticilla 616 
Shearwater 
Black-vented 58, 64 
Buller’s 54—55, 60, 61 
Flesh-footed 59, 60, 63 
Manx A 64, 734 
Pink-footed 58 
Short-tailed 59, 60, 62, 63 
Sooty 59, 62, 63 
Streaked 57 
Wedge-tailed 53, 60, 63 
Shoveler, Northern 121, 123, 125 
Shrike 
Brown A735 
Loggerhead 463, 464 
Northern 463, 464 
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Srtalia 
currucoides 548 
mexicana 547 
stalis 546 
Siskin 
Eurasian A735 
Pine 725 
Sitta 
canadensis 515 
carolinensisx 516 
pygmaea 517 
Sittidae (family) 515-17 
Skimmer, Black 315 
Skua 
Great E 278 
South Polar 278, 279 
Smew A 734 
Snipe 
Common 272-74, 273 
Jack A 734 
Pin-tailed A 734 
Snowcock, Himalayan 183 
Solitaire, ‘lownsend’s 549, 564 
Somaterta 
fischeri 137 
mollissima 139 
spectabilis 138 
Sora 204, 208 
Sparrow 
American ‘Iree 649 
Baird’s 661, 662 
Black-chinned 654 
Black-throated 648, 657, 658 
Botteri’s 645, 646 
Brewer's 645, 651, 652 
Cassin’s 645, 646 
Chipping 644, 647, 650-52, 
650 
Clay-colored 650-53, 651 
Eurasian ‘Tree E 733 
Field 649, 653 
Five-striped 648 
Fox 665 
Golden-crowned 672 
Grasshopper 646, 661-63, 661 
Harris’s 669-71, 670 
Henslow’s A 661, 735 
House 672, 694, 733 
Lark 656, 658 
Le Conte’s 663, 664 
Lincoln’s 666-68, 667 
Nelson’s Sharp-tailed 663, 664 
Olive E 638 
Rufous-crowned 644, 647 
Rufous-winged 644, 647 
Sage 648, 657, 658 
Saltmarsh, Sharp-tailed E 664 
Savannah 655, 660, 662, 666 
Sharp-tailed. See 
Saltmarsh Sharp-tailed; 
Nelson’s Sharp-tailed 
Song 660, 666, 667 
Swamp 667, 668 
Vesper 584, 655, 660 


White-throated 668-71, 669 


Worthen’s A735 
Sphyrapicus 

nuchalis 415 

ruber 416 

thyroideus 413 

varius 414 
Spiza americana 694 
Spizella 

arborea 649 

atrogularis 654 

brewert 652 

pallida 651 

passerina 650 

pusilla 653 

worthent A735 
Spoonbill, Roseate 97 
Starling, European 573 


Starthroat, Plain-capped 392 


Steleidopleryx serripennis 497 
Stellula calliope 398 
Svercorarius 
longicaudus 281 
maccormicki 278 
parasiticus 280 
pomarinus 279 
Sterna 
aleutica 313 
antillarum 312 
caspia 306 
elegans 308 
forstert 311 
fuscata A735 
hirundo 309 
maxima 307 
nilotica 305 
paradisaea 310 
sandvicensis A735 
Sult 
Black-necked 228, 229 
Black-winged A 228, 734 
Stint 
Little 259, 260 
Long-toed 260 
Red-necked 258, 259 
‘Temminck’s A 734 
Stonechat 545 
Stork, Wood 76, 98 
Storm-Petrel 
Ashy 66, 67, 69 
Band-rumped E 66 
Black 67, 69, 70 
Fork-tailed 65 
Leach’s 66-70, 66 
Least 67, 70 
Wedge-rumped 68 
Wilson’s A 66, 68, 734 
Streptopelia 
chinensts 338 
decaocto 337 
ortentalis A735 
Streptoprocne zonaris A735 
Strigidae (family) 354-71 


White-crowned 669-72, 671 


Be 


) 


Six 
nebulosa 367 
occidentalis 365 
varia 366 
Sturnella 
magna 698 
neglecta 699 
Sturnidae (family) 573-74 
Sturnus vulgaris 573 
Sula 
dactylatra 72 
leucogaster 74 
nebouxti 73 
sula 75 
Sulidae (family) 72—75 
Surfbird 251-53, 252, 266 
Surnia ulula 360 
Swallow 
Bank 497, 498 
Barn 501 
Cave 499-501, 500 
Cliff 499-501, 499 


Northern Rough-winged 497, 


498 

‘Tree 494-96, 495, 498 

Violet-green 384, 495, 496 
Swan 

Mute I11 

‘Trumpeter 112-14, 112 

Tundra 111-14, 113 

Whooper 114 
Swift 

Black 379, 381 

Chimney 380, 381 

Common A 735 

Fork-tailed 383 

Vaux’s 379-81, 381 

White-collared A 735 

White-throated 384, 496 
Sylviidae (family) 531-37 
Synthliboramphus 

antiquus 326 

cravert 325 

hypoleucus 324 


T 


Tachybaptus dominicus 43 
Tachycineta 

bicolor 495 

thalassina 496 
‘Tanager 

Flame-colored 636, 637, 686 

Hepatic 633, 634 

Scarlet 447, 635, 636 

Summer 633, 634 

Western 635-37, 636 
Tarsiger cyanurus 543 
‘Tattler 

Gray-tailed 237, 238 

Wandering 237, 238 
‘Teal 

Baikal 127 


Blue-winged 115,123—25, 123, 


128 
Cinnamon 123, 124, 128, 151 
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Falcated. See Duck, 
Falcated 
Green-winged 115, 117, 123, 
127, 128 
‘Tern 
Aleutian 313 
Arctic 309-11, 310, 313 
Black 312, 314 
Caspian 306-08, 306 
Common 309-11, 309 
Elegant 306-08, 308 
Forster’s 305, 309-11, 311 
Gull-billed 305 
Least 312 
Royal 306-08, 307 
Sandwich A 305, 735 
Sooty A 735 
White-winged A 314, 735 
Tetraogallus himalayensis 183 
Thalassarche cauta A734 
‘Thrasher 
Bendire’s 568, 569 
Brown 566, 567 
California 570-72, 570 
Crissal 570-72, 571 
Curve-billed 565, 568, 569 
Le Conte’s 570-72, 572 
Long-billed 566, 567 
Sage 519, 565, 569 
‘Thraupidae (family) 633-37 
‘Threskiornithidae (family) 95-97 
‘Thrush 
Aztec 561 
Bicknell’s E 551-52 
Dusky 556 
Eyebrowed 555, 556 
Gray-cheeked 551, 552 
Hermit 550, 553, 554, 665 
Swainson’s 551, 552 
Varied 560 
Wood 550, 553, 554 
Thryomanes bewickii 523 
Thryothorus ludovicianus 522 
‘Timalidae (family) 562 
‘Titmouse 
Bridled 504, 509, 511 
Juniper 509-11, 511, 514 
Oak 510, 511, 514 
Plain. See ‘Vitmouse, 
Juniper; Titmouse, Oak 
‘Tufted 512 
‘LTowhee 
Abert’s 641-43, 643 
Brown. See ‘Towhee, 
California 
California 641-43, 642 
Canyon 641-43, 641 
Eastern 639, 640 
Green-tailed 638 
Spotted 639, 640 
Toxostoma 
bendirei 568 
crissale 571 
curvirostre 569 


lecontet 572 


$$. 


longtrostre 567 

redivivum 579 

rufum 566 
Tringa 

erythropus 233 

flavipes 232 

glareola 234 

melanoleuca 231 

nebularia R734 

ochropus R734 

solitaria 235 

stagnatilis R734 
‘Trochilidae (family) 385-401 
Troglodytes 

aedon 524 

troglodytes 525 
Troglodytidae (family) 519-27 
‘Trogon 

Eared 402, 403 

Elegant 402, 403 
Trogon elegans 402 
‘Trogonidae (family) 402-03 
‘Tropicbird 

Red-billed A 71, 734 

Red-tailed 71 

White-tailed A 71, 734 
Tryagites subruficolis 270 
‘Turdidae (family) 541-61 
Turdus 

migratorius 559 

naumanni 556 

obscurus 555 

pilaris 557 

rufopalliatus 558 
‘Turkey, Wild 197 
‘Turnstone 

Black 250-52, 251, 266 

Ruddy 250, 251 
Tympanuchus 

cupido \96 

palhidicinctus 197 

phastanellus 195 
‘Tyrannidae (family) 428-62 
‘Tyrannulet, Northern 

Beardless 428, 443 
Tyrannus 

couchit 456 

crasstrostris 458 

dominicensts A735 

forficatus 461 

melancholicus 455 

ryrannus 460 

verticalis 459 

voctferans 457 
Tylo alha 353 


Tyronidae (family) 353 


T 
I | 

} 
Uputia 


pops A735 


l/na 
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V 


Veery 550, 553-54 
Verdin 513, 514 
Vermivora 
bachmantt 35 
celata 591 
chrysoptera A735 
crissalis 594 
luciae 595 
peregrina 590) 
pinus 589 
ruficapilla 592 
virginiae 593 
Vireo 
Bell’s 465, 466, 468, 595 
Black-capped 467, 472 
Black-whiskered E 476 
Blue-headed 467, 472 
Cassin’s 470, 471, 473 
Gray 466, 468, 470 
Hutton’s 471, 473, 530 
Philadelphia 474, 475, 590 
Plumbeous 468, 470, 471 
Red-eyed 476, 477 
Solitary. See Vireo, Blue- 
headed; Vireo, Cassin’s; 
Vireo, Plumbeous 
Warbling 474, 475, 590 
White-eyed 465, 466 
Yellow-green 476, 477 
Yellow-throated 465, 469, 611 
Vireo 
atricapillus 467 
bellii 466 
cassinit 471 
flavifrons 469 
flavoviridis 477 
gilous 474 
griseus 465 
huttoni 473 
oltvaceus 476 
philadelphicus 475 
plumbeus 470 
solitarius 472 
vicinior 468 
Vireonidae (family) 465-77 
Vulture 
Black 99, 100, 163, 173 
‘Turkey 99-101, 100, 168 


W 


Wagtail 
Black-backed 578, 579 
Gray 576, 577 
White 578, 579 
Yellow 576, 577 

Warbler 
Arctic 532, 533 
Bachman’s 35 
Bay-breasted 611, 613, 614 
Black-and-white 603, 614, 615 
Black-throated Blue 601 
Black-throated Gray 603, 615 
Black-throated Green 604—06, 

605 


Blackburnian 608, 609 
Blackpoll 611, 613-15, 614 
Blue-winged 589 
Brewster's 589 
Canada 627 
Cape May 600, 602, 612 
terulean A 608, 735 
thestnut-sided 598 
lolima 593, 594 
lonnecticut 592, 621-24, 621 
‘rescent-chested 596 
Dusky 532, 533 
Fan-tailed 630 
Golden-cheeked 604, 605 
Golden-winged A 735 
Grace’s 610 
Hermit 588, 606, 607 
Hooded 35, 625, 626 
Kentucky 620 
Lanceolated A531, 735 
Lucy’s 513, 593, 595 
MacGillivray’s 623, 624 
Magnolia 599, 627 
Middendorf’s Grasshopper- 
531 
Mourning 621-24, 622 
Nashville 35, 591, 592, 621 
Olive 588 
Orange-crowned 590, 591, 
597, 601 
Palm 600, 602, 612 
Pine 469, 611, 613-14 
Prairic A599, 735 
Prothonotary A589, 735 
Red-faced 628 
Rufous-capped 631 
Swainson’s A 735 
‘Tennessee 474-75, 590, 591, 
601 
‘Townsend’s 588, 606—08, 606 
Virginia’s 592—95, 593 
Wilson’s 597, 625, 626 
Wood A 735 
Worm-eating A 735 
Yellow 589, 591, 597, 625-26, 
728 


~~ 


Ft a ee 


Yellow-rumped 600, 602, 610, 


612 

Yellow-throated 609, 610 
Waterthrush 

Lousiana 617-19, 619 

Northern 617-19, 618 
Waxwing 

Bohemian 585, 586 

Cedar 585, 586 
Wheatear, Northern 544 
Whimbrel 34, 242, 243, 245 
Whip-poor-will 375-78, 378 
Whistling-Duck 

Black-bellied 102, 103 

Fulvous 102, 103 
Wigeon 

American 118, 119 

Eurasian 118, 119 
Willet 231, 236 


Wi/sonta 
canadensis 627 
citrina 625 
pusilla 626 
Woodcock 
American 273, 274 
Eurasian E 274 
Woodpecker 
Acorn 409 
Arizona 421 
Black-backed 423, 424 
Downy 417, 419, 420 
Gila 410 
Golden-fronted 411, 412 
Great Spotted A 735 
Hairy 419-21, 420, 423-24 
Ivory-billed 35, 427 
ladder-backed 417, 418, 421 
Lewis’s 407 
Nuttall’s 417, 418 
Pileated 427 
Red-bellied 408, 411, 412 
Red-headed 408 
Strickland’s. See Arizona 
Woodpecker 
‘Three-toed 420, 423, 424 
White-headed 422 
Wren 
Rewick’s 522, 523 
Cactus 519, 565 
Canyon 520, 521 
Carolina 522, 523 
House 524, 525 s 
Marsh 522-23, 526, 527 
Rock 520, 521 
Sedge 526, 527 
Winter 524, 525 
Wrentit 562 
Wryneck, Eurasian A 735 


X 


Nanthocephalus 
xanthocephalus 700 

Nema sabini 300 

Xenus cinereus A734 


Y 


Yellowlegs 

Greater 231, 232, 236 

Lesser 231, 232, 269, 275 
Yellowthroat, Common 620, 624 


Z 


Zenaida 
asiatica 339 
macroura 340 

Zonotrichia 
albicellis 669 
atricapilla 672 
leucophrys 671 
querula 670 


. 
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